CHAPTER XXII
PASSCHENDAELE 11-OCTOBER

12TH

THEsuccess of the left of the Fifth Army, and of the French,
on the lowlands did much to redeem from failure the effort
of October gth, and the total repulse on the ridge was at first
screened by the fact that until after nightfall parts of the 66th
Division were still near their first objective. Accordingly
Plumer, presumably after consulting General Godley,
informed G.H.Q.I am of opinion that the operations of the 49th and 66th Divisions,
carried out to-day under great difficulties of assembly, will afford the
I1 Anzac Corps a sufficiently good jumping off line for operations on
October xzth, on which date I hope that the I1 Anzac Corps will capture
Passchendaele.
. .

.

This adhered to the programme already arranged. For the
coming operation I1 Anzac was to bring in again the 3rd
Australian and the New Zealand Divisions. As before,
I Anzac again would maintain the southern flank, the
5th and 4th Divisions relieving the worn-out 1st and 2nd.
The coming attack was
not favoured by Gough, who
was consistently averse from
attacking in the wet, and who
had been informed by the
XVIII Corps that I1 Anzac
was not so far advanced as it supposed itself to be. Moreover
the Fifth Army, being short of fresh troops, could undertake
no extensive operation. However, as Plumer had decided that
an attack was practicable, Gough agreed to safeguard the
Second Army's flank, pivoting on his left at Houthulst Forest.
On October loth, Haig issued the order for the attack.
At the moment when this order was given, little was known
of the true experiences and results of the recent fight. But,
before the coming attack was launched, there was time to
ascertain what had happened, and this duty rested in particular on General Godley and the staff of I1 An2ac.l
Obviously, there was everv reason for caution: the advance
As the divisions were changed, I1 Anzac Headquarters was the lowest staff
to participate in the two operations (Oct. g and I a ) .
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projected for the I1 Anzac divisions was now not 1,500, but
from 2,000 to 2,500 yards. The interval between the attacksthe time available for bombardment and other preparation of
all sorts-was not six or eight days, but three. Presumably
the reason for this was the supposed weakening of the enemy’s
morale. Plumer and Harington still believed that farreaching strategic success was possible, and, at this stage, in
contrast with their earlier caution, they tended to propose
objectives beyond the capacity of the troops. For example,
they would have liked I Anzac at this time to carry out the
extraordinarily difficult operation of seizing the Keiberg ; and
they hoped that at a subsequent stage, when the Canadian
Corps advanced down the eastern slope to Magermeirie, I
Anzac would take Moorslede. On October 8th General
Birdwood had to point out that there was no hope of any of
the I Anzac divisions being able to last through such operat i o m 2 The and was already exhausted,s the 4th was to
advance the flank on October 12th, and the 5th, after three
days’ carrying through the mud, would be no longer fresh.
In view of the condition of the troops and of the ground,
Birdwood was obliged to limit the action of I Anzac to the
least that would suffice for maintaining I1 Anzac’s flank.
The objective being deep, the forward movement of the
artillery had to be continued at urgent pressure. Guns in
course of movernent could not be used for
The conditions9 the bombardment, and, as only three days
October 5-12th
were available for the bombardment, it
could not be-and
was not-carried
out on a scale comparable with those for the previous strokes. The Germans
noted that effective counter-battery fire in the intervals
between attacks had almost ceased. Actually, in spite of
immense efforts by gunners and roadmakers between the 4th
and 12th of October, it was found impossible for most
batteries to reach by the gth, or even by the 12th, their
intended positions. In I1 Anzac, for the artillery in the 3rd
Division’s sector, a circuit road had been planned. the
~~

’

~

~

Birdwood and White pointed out that an attack on Moorslede and the Kaberg,
if made could best he undertaken from the north-west The 4th Division would be
used on’Oct. 1 2 , and the subsequent capture of the Keiherg would exhaust the 5th
General Paton of the 6th Brigade bad been warned by several of his battalions
that their men were unfit for the operations of tbe 9th. General Smyth (2nd Divn.)
accordingly went forward with him to inspect the conditions. The two generalq
themselves had great difficulty in getting through the mud. Smyth warned Birdwood
of the troops’ condition.
J
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engineers to work on the northern half and the 3rd Pioneers
on the southern. But the time was too short ; the plank supply
almost entirely failed, and the track was impassable. Many
batteries, including heavy ones, had to be stopped on the
forward slope of Frezenberg ridge in positions in full view

Position of the main part of certain divrsional a r t i l l e r k on Oct. 12
(indicated py the ,pwrsio:al ,yome). Data are not available for other
X,
Y,"
Z
show positrons uriginally intended to be
dioisions.
taken up by forward artillery N e w or remade roads are shown black,
N o data exist showing how far the I 1 Anzac
plank roads hachured.
roads were planked.

of the Germans. I t was at first hoped that these sites would
be occupied only for a day or two, but it gradually became
evident that they were more or less permanent. The 55th
(Australian) Siege Battery, after immense labour in moving,
carried out a shoot against the Bellevue Spur in daylight,
with a section commander, Lieutenant Dobson,l observing
from between his guns. The artillery of the 3rd Australian
Division was crowded along short lengths of plank road
hurriedly laid off the main Frezenberg-Zonnebeke road, a
mile short of the intended position. Five of the batteries of
one brigade (7th) were in sight of Passchendaele village.
4 Lieut -Col P \\'
Dohson M C , 55th Siege Bty
Officer of Aust
Forces; of Melbourne; b. South k'arra,'Vic., 16 July, 1892.

Permanent
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The zero point (says the diary of the 29th Battery) was Passchendaele church, which could be seen from the battery. . . . For the
first time the layers were able to use direct laying and see the effect of
their shoot. . . . The guns sank lower into the mud with each s h o t
But planks . . . . timber, and sandbags were secured from all
round the district, and eventually fairly good platforms were obtained.
. . . . Further forward, down hill, about 150 yards, our other four
batteries had to get in. In front of them the country was an absolute
quagmire and impossible to occupy. . . . The whole eight batteries
were as close to the Zonnebeke road as possible in the hope of getting
. for it was quite impossible to move across
ammunition up . .
country at any time. As it was, many horses, on the short stretch of
road from the road to the battery, 80 yards of ground, sank down out
of sight, the driver just keeping the (horse’s) head up until assistance
arrived.

.

Higher on the same slope, also in view of the enemy, one
artillery brigade (330th) of the 66th Division succeeded on
October 9th in getting twenty-five guns into action more than
a mile in rear of their desired site. Owing to the congestion
of the Zonnebeke road, the other brigade (331st) could not
take position until long after the attack had gone forward.
The Frezenberg-Zonnebeke road itself, crowded with ammunition waggons, pack-horses, and ration carts, was in view of
Passchendaele. But apparently that village held no artillery
observers, for the Frezenberg batteries suffered only “ area
shouts ” and the road was not constantly barraged. Whenever
it was shelled, traffic was stopped, and often remained so
until the road was repaired by the pioneers, working with
the utmost speed.
The difficulty of getting forward the guns was apparently
common to all the attacking troops, although the defence was
free from it. The following details have been gleaned from
the incomplete records of I and I1 Anzac:October 4th. I Anzac: Four &pounders and one 4.5 howitzer
battery of the 2nd Australian Division managed to move one section
each to behind Anzac Spur during the evening and night. Of the 4th
Division’s artillery the 38th, 39th, qIst, and 110th Batteries pulled some
guns to Albania Valley, but had to leave ‘three bogged in Smith‘s Road.
October 5th. I Anzac: The 4th A.F.A. Brigade (and Division)
finished moving to Anzac Ridge, while the pioneers made tracks for guns
on Tokio Spur.
I1 Anzac: A brigade of the 3rd British Division’s artillery moved
to the shelter of Tokio Spur, and the 3rd Australian Division’s artillery
down the forward slope of Frezenberg ridge. In the left sector the
49th Division’s artillery, intended for Gravenstafel Ridge, had to stop
a mile short in the Steenbeek valley south of St. Julien.
Octobrr 6th. I Anzac: All the afternoon and night, and on October
7th, the 1st Division’s artillery struggled to reach positions behind

~

q t h - ~ ~Oct.,
t h 19171

P A S S C H E N D A E L E I1

905

Anzac Ridge. The 2nd Division’s guns were still moving forward.
Smith’s Road had to be closed by I Anzac for repair. The 4th Division’s
artillery tried other routes, but found them impassable.
I 1 Anzac: The 3rd Divisioii’s artillery finished its modified advance.
Advance of N.Z. Division’s artillery was hampered by the closing of
forward roads.
October 7 f h . I Anzac: The intention of advancing heavy artillery
to the shelter of Anzac Ridge for counter-battery work was abandoned.
The diary of the 11th A.F.A. Brigade (4th Division) says-“Heavy
rain during night. Ground a sea of mud. Guns were ordered to advance.
With superhuman efforts some were got forward to new positions. A
few were bogged. Almost hopeless task to get them out. Our boys
are determined to do so, and will.”
I 1 Anzac: Owing to the number of its guns put out of action, the
3rd Australian Divisional Artillery had to borrow 13 pieces from the
66th Division’s artillery, which had not yet come in.
October 8th. I Anzac : A fine morning with a drying wind. Batteries
of the 1st Division trying hard to complete their moves.
I1 Anzac: When the 55th S,kge Battery, after great exertion, had
two guns on the road, moving to Spree Farm,” its movement order was
countermanded ( “ very distressing to battery personnel,” noted Captain
Manchester5). The artillery of the 66th Division begins to move in.
October 9th. I Anzac: 1st Australian Division had now 24 guns
behind Anzac Ridge, 1 5 others in the old position, behind Westhoek, and
3 on the road. But, of this total, I O were out of action through various
causes, leaving the two brigades 19 guns short. The diary of the
11th A.F.A. Brigade (4th Division) says-“Our guns which were bogged
yesterday we found impossible to move. Also three guns which were
ordered forward were bogged 400 yards from their position.”
11. Anzac: Half of the 66th Division’s artillery could not reach its
position, and was unable to cover the attack.

The diary of an Australian who traversed the battlefield
on October 9th says:Our guns . . . were
Anzac Ridge by Zonnebeke,
It was, I believe, an almost
railways brought up some of
got off the rails 15 times but

wonderfully far u p r i g h t up in front of
some of them, and behind Hill 35 others.
superhuman feat . . . . and the light
our heavies too. One pair of 6-inch hows.
were pushed up in the end.

Corps and army headquarters were of course aware that
these difficulties reduced the number of barrels supporting
each attacking division, and it was ordered that, if a battery
was short of guns, its remaining pieces should increase their
rate of fire in compensation. But shortage of guns was only
one of many conditions affecting the artillery. The shellsupply came up on pack-animals. The total labour may be
judged by the fact that, on October gth, the 1st Division’s
ammutiition column had 50 pack-mules and their drivers
‘Brigadier C E Manchester. Commanded 55th Siege B t y , ~ g r S - r g Officer of
Aust. Permanent Forces, of Sydney, b. Coburg, Vic., 7 July, 1885.
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working to the IoIst Battery, 94 to the roand, 80 to the 2nd,
and 25 to the 6th, besides 12 general service wnggons and 6
pack-teams carrying ammunition to the forward dump. Even on
the roads the animals constantly floundered in deep shell-holes,
impossible to detect owing to the covering of liquid mud.
In some cases (says the diary of the 29th Battery) it took 17 hours
to make the journey from waggon lines to battery position. . . . I n
normal times this trip could be done comfortably in an hour. . . .
Very often men were dragged out (of the mud) minus their boots and
breeches.

Ammunition became coated with mud and unusable until
cleaned.
Less well realised was the fact that the
experienced personnel, living in sodden shell-holes, quickly
dwindled, through exhaustion and sickness, and the system of
relief for gun-detachments and telephonists broke down.

All dugouts and gun platforms were soon flooded. . . . At the
waggoii lines . . . . for many nights the men slept on wet blankets
or at best on sodden straw. . . . This existence. soon had its efiect.
Iiifluenza and dysentery cases were numerous. Owing to many evacuations the battery had to work very short-handed. . . . October 9th.
Our numbers are dwindling down fast. T h e few remaining old hands
have to bear the whole brunt of the tremendous work of serving and
firing the guns, on mud platforms, keeping ammunition clean, aiid keeping
guns in action. In quite a few cases gunners a few days ago are now
corporals and even sergeants. . . . The gu:iners carried out a most
heavy and trying day's work under the worst conditions with determination and cheerfuliicss.

On October 12th many guns still lay temporarily abandoneda
or out of action and unreplaced.
Another complication arose from the discovery that the
66th Division was not holding the front reported to be held,
a condition upon which the barrage plan had been based. The
I rth Australian Infantry Brigade, coming in on October 10th
to relieve the 66th Division, found that the units in the line
were uncertain where their own front lay. An officer of the
42nd Battalion, Lieutenant Fisher,' who, against the advice of
several British officers, pressed on over Abraham Heights in
daylight into the Ravebeek valley to ascertain the position
before his troops arrived, came upon terrible scenes of which
he has left a vivid description.
The slope

. .

. .

was littered with dead, both theirs and ours.

I got to one pillbox to find it just a mass of dead, and so I passed on
carefully to the one ahead. Here I found about fifty men alive, of the
Maiichesters. Never have I seen men so broken or demoralised. They
See Vol. X I I plate 395.
'Lieut. W C Pisher. jand B n Law student and tutor: of Brisbone; b Ilorsllam.
Vic , 24 Aug , 1894. Killed in action, 5 Ayril. 1918.
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were huddled up close behind the box in the last stages of exhaustion
and fear. Fritz had been sniping them off all day, and had accounted
for fifty-seven that day-the dead and dying lay in piles. The wounded
were numerous-unattended
and weak, they groaned and moaned all
over the place . . . some had been there four days already. . . .
Finally the company came u p - t h e men done after a fearful struggle
through the mud and shell-holes, not to speak of the barrage which
the Hun put down and which caught numbers. The position was obscure
-a dark night-no
Iine-demoralised Tommies-and
no sign of the
enemy. So I pushed out my platoon, ready for anything, and ran into
the foe some 80 yards ahead. H e put in a few bursts of rapid fire and
then fled. W e could not pursue as we had to establish the line, which
was accomplished about an hour later. I spent the rest of the night in
a shell-hole, up to my knees in mud and with the rain teeming down.

When October 11th dawned, the German sniping from all
parts of the front, including “Augustus Wood,”* which the
British line was supposed to fringe, was impudent in the
extreme. At the wood Lieutenant Josephe was shot, and
farther south, on Passchendaele ridge, Lieutenant Drumniond.1° a popular officer of the Mth, had been killed.ll The
two battalions at once set to work and in a few hours had
the enemy suppressed. The historian of the 210th R.I.R.
notes that its opponents this day were “ fresher and livelier.”
By October IIth, when the 3rd Division ascertained that
the line was practically the same as before the last attack, it
was considered too late to alter the barrage orders for the
whole front. All that seemed possible was to draw back for
350 yards the barrage for the 3rd Australian Division, and to
quicken its rate of advance so that, in 500 yards, it would
catch up the general line of the Second Army’s barrage. It
had been agreed that 100 yards in 8 minutes would be the
proper pace for the infantry’s progress throughout the attack
of October 12. The 3rd Division would now have to advance
the first 500 yards at twice that speed. If Generals Monash
and Godley had had experience on the Sonime, it is unlikely
that they would have agreed to this arrangement. Had Godley
really known the conditions of October 9th-the thinness of
the barrage, the complete absence of smoke screen, the ineffectiveness of the bombardment, the exhaustion of the troopshow could he have hoped for success with deeDer obiectives
See Vol V I I I plate at p. 206.
Lieut. H. E. ’Joseph, qznd Bn.

26 May,

Journalist; of Mackay; Q’land; b. Mackay.

Lieut J. Drummond. 44th Bn. Railway fireman; of Merredin. W. Aust.; h.
Donne. Perthshire, Scotland, i s Jan., 1892. Killed in action, I O Oct , 1917.
“‘The Germans were more distant here exrept near the railwa . A patrol undei
Lieut. J. F. \Vood (Kaimkillenbun. Q’lahd). 4znd Bn., found d e ridge empty for
300 yards
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than any since July 31st, shorter preparation, and with the
infantry asked to advance at a pace unattempted in the dry
weather of September? In the conditions of October gth,
although many of the Germans had barely resisted, the
attacking troops had not been able to hold their gains. Nothing
could justify a mere repetition of that result on October 12th.
What then did Godley, Plutner, or Haig anticipate?
Haig’s most intimate adviser, Brigadier-General Charteris,
after visiting the battlefield on October gth, had himself given
up hope. H e writes that, next day, Haig “ sent for me about
IO to discuss things. H e was still trying to find some grounds
for hope that we might still win through this year. . . ., U S
Two things seem certain-first, that the conditions on the
battlefield were not known to the higher commanders as they
should have been. I t is true that Haig told the war
correspondents on October I Ith-Is
I t was simply the mud which defeated us on Tuesday. The men
did splendidly to get through it as they did. But the Flanders mud,
as you know, is not a new invention. It has a name in history-it has
defeated other armies before this one.

. . .

But, in spite of this generalisation, it is unbelievable that he
was aware of the ineffectiveness of the immense effort of his
artillery. Probably all these commanders expected something
from the change of I1 Anzac’s infantry. Above all, it seems
certain that Godley, Plumer, and Haig believed that at least a
chance of great strategic results was still within their reach.
At the same interview Haig told the war correspondents that
his army was now practically through the enemy’s defences.
H e has only flesh and blood against
a month to make.

US,

not blockhouses-they

take

I’ Charteris adds, ‘‘ hut there is no7f’’
H e himself on Oct. 4 had urged Harlngton
to push home that day’s victory.
Now we have them on the run-get
up the
cavalry.”
His vividly written diary ( A t C . H . Q . ) furnishes a most illuminating
record ,pf these critical days.
Oct. 5 . Unless we get fine weather all this month, there is now no chance
of clearing the coast. With fine weather we may still do it.
.
“Oct. 8. Unless we have a very great success to-morrow, it is the end for
this year so far as Flanders is concerned. \V~th a great success
to-morrow, and good weather for a few more weeks, we may still clear
the coast and win the war, before Christmas. It is not impossible, hut it
is pourin agai? to-day.
“Oct. I O . d e r e IS now no chance of complete success here this
Moving about close behind a battle . . . when one
year. . .
is all keyed up with the hope of great results, one passes without
much thought all the horrible part of it. . . . But when one knows
that the great purpose one has been working for has escaped, somehow
one sees and thtnkq of nothing hut the awfulness of it all.
. .”
= A t an interview arranged by Major Hon. Neville Lytton. The words quoted
were used in reply to a question whether the difficulties of the mud might he
referred to in the newspapers. A s on several other occasions, Haig favoured a frank
ntatement.

.

.

.

.”
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The plans therefore held, General Godley (I1 Anzac)
going for his deep objective, now involving an advance of
about 3,000 yards,” and Generals Gough and Birdwood on
either flank limiting theirs to the greatest effort which they
considered practicable, which must, however, be consonant
with their duty of supporting the main attack.
The capture of Passchendaele was to be effected in three
phases. The first objective ( “ Red Line ”) was practically the
second objective of the previous attack, 1,200
The Operation
yards from the start. The second (“ Blue ” ) ,
0 1 October 12th
half-a-mile farther on, was a jumping-off
line for the assault upon the village. The final objective
(“Green”)l5 lay 400 yards beyond the village. The 3rd
Australian Division would attack Passchendaele ridge and
village, the New Zealand Division Bellevue Spur. The 3rd
Division would move with its right (9th) brigade on the
ridge, and its left (10th) in the Ravebeek valley, one battalion
of each brigade being allotted by General Monash for the
capture of each objective. The capture of Passchendaele
village was part of the task of the 38th Battalion, of the
left brigade.
For
m o p p i n g-u p, t h e
battalion was
strengthened with an
additional company.
I n case the village
held out, a battalion
of the right (9th)
brigade was specially
reserved by General
Monash for enclosing it from the south, while the New Zealand Division also
would hold troops ready to enclose it from the north. The
attack would start at 5.25 a.m., and its general pace would be
slow, with long halts on the successive objectives as follows :First (Red)
6.37-8.25

Second (Blue)
9.21-10.25

Third (Green Dotted)
1 1 . 2 9 - 1 1 55

’The final (Green) line would be reached at 12.11. On the
right a brigade (12th) of I Anzac would advance in strength
“Since the 3rd Division had to start 350 yards farther back.
Just beyond the village was an intermediate objective (“Green Dotted”).
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across the Keiberg at the railway and occupy successive
positions on the flank of the first and second objectives, but
would send out only a post towards the third.18 The arrangements for bombardment and barrage were similar to those
for the previous fighting, and practically the whole engineering
force of both corps was concentrated upon preparing the
artillery tracks and extending the duckboards.17
The two attacking brigades of the 3rd Division had spent
the night of October 10th on the flats east of Ypres near
Potijze. Tents, which were to l a v e been provided, were not
there, and the troops bivouacked in the wet grass, under such
timber or old sheets of iron as they could find. On the night
of the 11th Gough attempted to have the attack put off.
It poured with rain the previous afternoon (he writes), and in the
evening I telephoned to Plumer to say that I thought the attack should
be postponed. H e said he would consult his corps commanders, and
shortly after 8 o’clock” he called me up to say that they considered it
best for the attack to be carried out. The only course for the Fifth
Army was to follow suit. . . .

In the 3rd Australian Division the attack-brigades had
begun their approach march about 6 p.m. The duckboards
led much farther than when the 66th Division went in, but,
soon after starting, both brigades found that their tracks were
being accurately and persistently shelled, not only with highexplosive, but, at some points, with gas. In addition, other
troops were met coming out, and the railway was being used by
the infantry of I Anzac as well. As the 10th Brigade crossed
the valley behind Abraham Heights, gas-shells were exploding
on the windward side of the track, splashing the men with mud.
Some put in their mouths the nozzles of their gas-masks, but
the wind was fortunately high and few were gassed.
I t is now known that this
shoot, entitled “Mondnacht.”
of October 2, but had been
ammunition for shooting on
shoot was incomplete.

was part of a n important German gasIt had first been arranged for the night
delayed. Even now, as some of the
the I Anzac front did not arrive, the

18 General Harington wrote to General Monash: “ I hope your right flank will be
all right. I put a special reference to it into Army o erations orders yesterday, and
we saw General Birdwood specially about it. The o r i e r s issued are: The I Anzac
Corps will advance simultaneously with I1 Anzac Corps and will be responsible for
protecting the right flank of that corps. The point of ]unction between I and I1
Anzac will be the railway line a t h 7c 9.7 Lon the spur beyond the Keibergl.
Particular attention must be given to the high ground north and south of the
Broubeek [beyond the Keibergl . . . which must either be seized or kept under
such fire as to prevent the right flank of I1 Anzac being interfered with therefrom.’ ”
“ T h e approach for the 3rd Division’s right brlgade was now alo:F
and beside the
railway (see Vol. X I I , glare 4 0 7 ) , and that for the left brigade K ” track over
Abraham Heights.
I t According to another account, Gough’s request was made later.
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At 1.30 a.m. rain showers began. By 2.30 it was raining
lightly but steadily, by 3.30 fairly heavily. The infantry
moved on through the pitchy dark in single file. In some
battalions each man held on to the equipment of the man
ahead of him; if touch was broken, those in front had to
come back. The news that the line as reported by the 66th
Division was not held had only just reached the incoming
troops. Accordingly, in the right brigade (9th) the leading
company commanders (Captains Jeffries and Gilder18 of the
34th) stopped their men at the entrance to the Broodseinde
railway cutting, and themselves went on to make sure that
their column might not run into the enemy. At Keerselaarhoek
cemetery they found the tape duly laid, and met the officer
of the 36th Battalion who had laid it, and by 3 o'clock, the
time set, the 34th was extended on its jumping-off position.
But during the previous halt and afterwards, as it lay on
the tape, the battalion was persistently shelled and suffered
many casualties.2o The 10th Brigade completed its assembly
by 3.20,~' the 37th, 38th, and 40th lying in that order from
front to rear, The men pulled their waterproof sheets over
their heads for shelter against the rain, and slept. But
they, too, were severely shelled and suffered considerable
loss.
At 4.20 the rain ceased, and at 5.25, when the British
barrage descended, a whitish streak on the eastern horizon
was lighting the low, dun-coloured, fleeting scud overhead
and the dull, green and brown moorland below. Despite its
imposing sound, the barrage, as on October gth, afforded no
screen and only light protection ; all day it was possible to see
clearly through it, and the attacking troops had difficulty in
judging whether the scattered shells that burst fitfully around
them were their own or the enemy's. Four hours later
spectators lining the ridges in rear, and watching for the
lsCapt. T. C. Gilder, M.C.; 34th Bn.
Law student; of Pymble, N.S.W.; b.
Chatswood, N S.\V.. 21 Aug., 1894.
'OThe first shell killed three slgnallers. Lieut. A. L. Watson (Eastwood, N S.W.).
signal officer of the 34th, a brave and enter rising leader, who also was a t the head
of the column, was severely wounded an$ all his staff hit after establishing a
forward command
Lieut. T. F 'Bruce (Sydney), 36th'Bn.. also was killed
Colonel hlilne (36tG;"su ervising the assembly, was knocked down by a shell, bui
continued to command. Cgaplain C. Murphy (Geraldton, W. Aust., and Sydney) was
wounded.
Its jumping-off line was a t Dab Trench (Flandern I Line). which it had taken
on Oct. 4. As the old wire-entanglement of tbls line was still inconveniently thick
Major Ciblin. commanding on the s ot, arranged for the 40th Battalion to assemble!
on the left of its sector, in tbe , d e n Nicuwemolen-Laamkeek road, and to extend
when the advance began.
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barrage to pass up the Passchendaele heights, were similarly
perplexed : it was impossible to believe that the casual shelling
there, which presently ceased, represented the passing of the
British barrage over the heights. “ W e made no attempt to
conform to it,” says the history of the 40th Battalion. “ There
was really nothing to conform to. The artillery had been
unable to do the impossible. . . .” But were any of the
higher commanders aware that in these operations their
infantry attacked virtually without protection?
Only one Australian division, the 3rd, was wholly employed
in this day’s offensive. But that division was to capture
Passchendaele, and, in spite of the depressing conditions, it
was eager to achieve the distinction of doing so. One unit
carried an Australian flag, to be planted in Passchendaele.
and, although officers and men in general were not enthusiastic
concerning such “ stunts,” the Commander-in-Chief had been
informed, and had told General Monash that, when this flag
was planted, the news would be immediately cabled to
Australia. Some keen spirits looked on the operation simply
as a dash for Passchendaele. One young company commander
of Monash’s reserve battalion, the 33rd, in face of a strict
prohibition, led on his company as soon as the barrage fell.
Starting from a line 350 yards in rear of the general
alignment,the 3rd Division was out of touch
with its neighbours
from the outset. The
heavy shelling on the
tapes had made orderly
disposition there almost
impossible, a n d a s
German machine-guns,
undisturbed
by
the
barrage, now opened
immediately, no opportunity offered of restorIntended dwectaon of advance-broken
arrow.
ing proper formation.
Black arrow shows actual tendency.
The $1;
Brigade went
forward in the utmost confusion;22 and as, even on the
ridge, the mud was difficult, the hope, if there ever was
=*‘Terrible mix-up,” reported Capt. Dixon (35th Bn.) at 6.40 a m ,
confusion” was the description gwcn by Capt. Carr.

“
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one, of catching up the quick barrage vanished.
The
9th Brigade's intended direction lay not along the ridge and
the Passchendaele road, but diagonally across them, and
parallel to the railway, which most of the brigade could not
see. As the jumping-off line was practically at right angles
to the ridge, the brigade tended to advance along the heights.
The machine-gun fire at the start came, on the 9th
Brigade's right, from the ruined house near Defy Crossing;
on its centre, from "Hillside F a r m " ; and, on its left, from
Augustus Wood. The pillbox opposite the centre was
supported from the rear by a trench in which were Germans
with machine-guns, and here occurred a delay which threatened
to wreck the whole attack. It was not until an hour after
programme time that these places were rushed by the
neighbouring portion of the line under Captains car^^^ and
DixonZ4 of the 35th Battalion. The trench contained 35
Germans and 4 machine-guns. Part of the line was also held
up by a pillbox close to the Passchendaele road near the
highest point of the ridge. Here there was practically no
shelter f o r the attack, but Captain Jeffries of the 34th managed
to organise a party, with Sergeant Bruce26and another N.C.O.,
and a dozen men, and, outflanking it, charged the place from
the rear, capturing 25 Germans and 2 machine-guns.
These actions set free the advance. The pillbox captured
by Jeffries being not far short of the first objective, the 34th
dug in there. Great loss had been incurred; the 34th had
only three officers then left, and there were wide gaps in the
line. The right flank had swung far away from the railway,
along which the 4th Division was attacking;28but on the left
Captain Gilder (34th)2T found the 10th Brigade digging in
slightly to his left rear under Captain Latchford (38th), and
fell back seventy yards to join it.
I n the 10th Brigade the right and centre of the leading
battalion (37th) had met strong machine-gun fire from
Augustus Wood2s within a few moments of the start, and
Major H. V. Carr, 35th Bn. Civil servant; of Croydon, N.S.W.; b. Parramatta,
N . S W., I I June, 1883.
35th Bn.
Electrical engineer; of Moss Vale,
a'Capt R D Dixon D.S.0:
N.S.\V.,'b. Burwood, N'S W., 7 bec, 1874.
Lieut. J. Bruce M.C.. D.C.M.; 34th Bn. Miner. of Pelaw &in. N.S.W.;
b. Oxton, Berwick, hotland, 5 Nov.. 1879. Killed In &tion, 1 7 July, 1918.
See Vol. X I I , plate 401.
2' H e had been wounded by a machine-gun bullet, but was carrying on.
=Opposite the centre was a copse separate from the main wood, but generally
known by the same name.
41
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also sniping shots from a pillbox, " Waterfields," in the
Ravebeek bog on the left. This fire forced the troops to
advance by hopping from shell-hole to shell-hole, and the
40th and 38th here
joined the front line.
From that time to
the end of the
action, the three
battalions were intermingled. In the centre
Lieutenant Garrard
(40th) with a mixed
party moved past
the wood, and then,
entering it from the rear, quickly brought about the capture
of this slough of broken stumps and u n d e r g r o ~ t h . ~On
~
the left men working from shell-hole to shell-hole, and then
attacking with bombs, seized Waterfields.
Although the fire from both places had been quickly
overcome, it had caused very severe casualties.s0 From this
stage onwards, as the brigade in scattered parties advanced
along the slope, it became the target for an ever-increasing fire
from the Bellevue Spur past which its left had to brush. This
spur lay in front of the New Zealand Division, but, as the
German supports there were concentrating their attention on

was clear that
the New Zealanders had been
held up. The
10th Brigade's
advance became
possible only
. .by-

9

2
&c;

a' Lieut. Garrard's DartY
.
. took a Dillbox and 2 0 orisoners.
ao Among the killed were Sergeant Lewis hlcGee (who received the Victoria Cross
for his work on Oct. 4 ) . and Lieuts. J. Roadknight (37th). K. E. D Marshall
(38th). and C. F. Sharland (40th). Capt. H. Southby (39th) was wounded. and
later h e and the stretcher-bearers who were carrying him out were killed by
shell-fire Lieut. T. C Robinson (38th) was wounded and then killed a s he went
to the rear. (Roadknrght helonRed to Sale. Vic.; bfarbhall to Sydney; Sbarland to
Hobart, Southby to Bendigo, Vic.; Robinson t o Preston, VIC.)

12th Oct , 19171

PASSCHENDAELE I1

915

small parties working from shell-hole to shell-hole. Somewhat short of the first objective a fold of the main ridge
between two swamps offered possible ground for digging in.
Some sort of excavation, marked on the maps as an old
trench, was traceable among the shell-holes. Here most of the
parties stopped, and Major Giblin of the 4oth, taking charge,
eventually organised them into a fairly definite line. Both
brigades were thus in the neighbourhood of their first objective.
The advance to the second objective was to begin at 8.25.
The low clouds had opened, and high fleecy cirrus with patches
of blue were widening overhead. The sun had come out.81
On the height, the 9th Brigade had been so late in reaching
the first objective that, while most of the 34th Battalion dug
in, the 35th, allotted for the second phase, moved straight
on. Standing on the Passchendaele road, Captains Carr and
Dixon endeavoured to decide where the barrage then was;
at first Carr thought it might be behind them. but they finally
decided that it was well ahead.02 The confusion at the star1
had split the brigade into mixed parties of all battalions, and
many of the 34th went on with the 35th, the main body of
which, about 100 in all, now advanced along the south-eastern
side of the ridge in order to catch up the barrage.
The hour was probably a little before that for the second
advance. A German machine-gun in the gap between the
brigade's right and the railway immediately opened with
deadly effect. Major B ~ c h a n a n(36th),
~~
the senior forward
officer of the brigade, was killed. At this critical juncture
Captain Jeffries (34th), again accompanied by Sergeant Bruce,
led out a few men from the first objective and made for the
gun. It was shooting in short bursts, and he was able to
work up fairly close. Seizing a moment when it was firing
to the north, he and his men rushed at it from the west. It
was switched round, killing him, and sending his men to
ground. But when its fire eased they worked round it, rushed
the position, and seized 25 Germans and 2 machine-guns.
This gallant and effective action3' removed the chief danger
to the advance along the crest, but as soon as the 35th crossed
'I These details are from the Official War Correspondent's diary.
"hfaior Ciblin of the 10th Brigade (the present Ritchie Professor of Eco;omics
in Melbourne University. and acting Commonwealth Statistician) reported : Eve;
in full daylight. with careful observation, I was unable to place it with certainty.
Major J. B Buchanan. 36th Bn
Clerk: of Burwood, N S W : b. Randwick.
N.S.W., 23 Juie, 1894 Killed in action, 1 2 @ e t , 1 9 1 7
Capt. Jeffries was posthumously awarded the Victoria Cross
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to the eastern side of the hill it became the target of a number
of field and heavy guns which, from hedges and other cover
in various parts of the landscape, fired over open sights. After
passing a copse on its right, the 35th settled down on what
its officers took to be the second objective, although on the
extreme right they were actually short of the first. Captain
Carr, now senior officer on the spot, reported:
8.35. On objective, with about 100, with Captain Dison and three
officers Casualties 25 or 30 per cent. Captain Cadell,36 Lieuts. Main3e
and Day3' reported killed. Lieutenants Horne,38 Mears,39 Henry40
wounded. Prisoners sent back 400-500. Contact on flanks uncertain
Being heavily shelled.

Three posts were established under surviving officersright, Lieutenant D'Arcy ;41 centre, Lieutenant Adanis ;4a left,
Lieutenant Wyn~lham.'~ In this brigade the battalion for the
final objective was the 36th, and a report came along that it
had gone through. Actually, it had advanced with the 35th,
but, on the left,
penetrated to the
second
objective,
which had been
reconnoitred during
the previous halt
by the commander
of its left company,
Captain Goldrick.''
As no other battalion was there, he
a C a p t . H C D. Cadell. M.C.; 35th Bn. Electrical engineer' of Newcastle,
N S.W.; b. Gayndah, Q'land, 1 7 May, 1876. Killed in action, ra 'Oct , 1 9 1 7 .
an Lieut. C. T Main 35th Bn. Chemist, of North Adelaide; b. North Adelaide,
8 Nov.. 1856. killed in action. l a Oct., 1917
Stock and station agent; of Molong, N.S.\V.; b.
1' Lieut. K. M
Day, 35th Bn.
Parkes. N.S.\V, 1887. KIlled in action, l a Oct., 1917.
s8Lieut. F. Home, 35th Bn. Grocer; of Parramatta, N.S.W.; b. London, 7 June,
I885
Jg Lieut.
C. IT. Mears, 35th Bn.
Electrician; of Merewether, N.S.W.; b.
\\lickham, N S W., 5 May, 1895.
0 Lieut. C. J. Henry, 35th Bn.
Watchmaker's apprentlce; of Hamilton, N.S.\V.;
b. Carrington, N.S.W., 17 Nov., 1897.
0 Lieut. N. B. D'Arcy, M.C.; 35th Bn.
Clerk; of Albury, N.S.W.; b. Wilcannia,
N S . W , ZJ Sept., I8ga.
"Lieut
F Adams, 35th Bn. Chief steward; of Melbourne; b. Newmarket.
Flintshire:
ortb Wales, 1888. Killed in action. 1 2 Oct., 1 9 1 7 .
"Lieut. H. S . Wyndham, 9th M.G. Coy. Clerk; of hfanly, N.S W.; b. East
Maitland, N.S.W., I I Sept., 1895.
44 Major R
A Goldrick, M C.; 33rd Bn. Bank clerk; of Parramatta. N.S.W.;
b. Woollahra, N S . W . J March, 1890. ( H e went up the road towards Passchendaele.
The barrage, he said afterwards was,,no hindrance to him, although he left the
line lying as close to it a s possible
or where thex thought it was."
H e was
unable to detect the intensification of the barrage for the second phase, but led his
men forward at the proper hour )

k
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now established the line with its left on the road 600 yards
from the church, about the point reached by the 66th Division's
troops on October gth.45 From the direction of the church,
which lay straight down the highway, no fire came. Two
Germans ran up the road and surrendered. South-east of the
village, along the Moorslede road, were Germans who seemed
" very windy,"
and near that road two 5.9-inch howitzers
began to blaze at the troops digging in.
In the 10th Brigade's line near the first objective in the
Ravebeek valley, Major Giblin, finding that, when the last
parties appeared to have struggled up, he had only 100-150
men:" decided to hold the troops there until reinforcements
or further instructions could be obtained from the rear. At
8.40 he sent a message reporting the position and stating that
he had not enough men to continue the advance. Unknown
to him, however, at least one party of the 10th Brigade, having
no distinguishable barrage to follow, had pushed straight for
Passchendaele. I t comprised about twenty men, chiefly of
the 38th, and, advancing by some means up the Ravebeek
gully, it met no opposition until it climbed on a spur jutting
into the end of the valley. Here, at " Crest Farm," on the
outskirts of Passchendaele, a large pillbox confronted the
party; but the inmates and other Germans near by, some
twenty in all, surrendered at once and were sent back as
prisoners. On the Bellevue-Meetcheele spur Germans could
be seen withdrawing in numbers, the mere news of the attack
have apparently been enough to set these supports in retreat.47
The Australian party went straight on to Passchendaele
church, and found no Germans at or near it. As, however,
In front of the position, Coldrick and Lieut. E. H. Fleiter (39th) found
hidden in a shellhole two men of the 66th Division. One had a broken arm. th;
Ether trench-feet. T i e y took the A u s t r a l y s a t first for,'Gei mans. When reassured.
W e knew the Australians would come, they said.
W e prayed hard."
ld Eventually he had probably zoo.
Among the officers who are stated in various
messages or later re orts to have been a t oi near this position are Captains F. C.
Heberle (37th), R.
Trebilcock and E. \V. Latchford (38th), and A. T. Paterson
(39th), and Lieuts. J . A. Mouchemore and N. G. McNicol (37th), P. C. Herring
and F. J Baxter (ggth), E. H. Fleiter (39th), \V. L. Garrard, G. L. McIntyre.
L. I;. Swann. and A. R. Mills (Loth). Caotains R. V. I. Stubbs (77th) and 1. n.
\V. Chisholm' (40th) were woun&d a t or-n'ear the posit;on.- L1eutsl.E.' T. Sevens
and J. A. hlchhchael (37th) and C. hlatthews (38th) were killed, probably by
6niping from Bellevue Spur.
(Heberle helonged to Elsternwick, Vic.; Trehilcock
to -Ke;ang, Vic.; Latchford to Ascot Vale and Armadale Vic . Paterson to East
Malvern. Vic.: Mouchemore to IVilliamstown. Vic.: McNicoi t o Gdrdon and Caulfield.
Vic.; Herring to Shep arton, Vic . Bnxter 'who died on rg J u n e 1911 to Miamii
and Leichardt, Vic.; Pleiter to Aibert P i r k , Vic.; Garrard to L a u n c h o n , Tas.;
McIntyre to Hobart: S w a m to Keyneton, S. Aust.; Mills to Launceston, Tas.;
Stubbs to She parton, Vic.; Chisholm to Hobart; Stevens to Windsor. Vic.;
h l c h h h a e l tn ?oorak, Vic.; Mattmbews to Melbourne.)
" They were at first mistaken for New Zealanders Pdvancinn.

#.
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there was also no sign of their own side, they there turned
back and, without any trouble, withdrew to the left flank of
the 9th Brigade. As they did so, they observed that on the
Meetcheele spur the Germans had rallied and were trooping
forward again, while at Crest Farm the pillbox which the
party had taken had been reoccupied by the enemy, and
several machine-guns were firing from it.48
The 9th Brigade had taken its second objective and the
10th Brigade its first, but the position of the officers in charge
of these advanced lines was full of anxiety.
3rd
On the eastern slope Captain Carr (35th
fallsDivision
back
Bn.), the senior officer in this part of the
9th Brigade’s front, could see the 4th Division somewhat
ahead of his right, and by 10.55 he had discovered that the
36th was on his left, but farther left the 10th Brigade was
far behind on the first objective. The German guns ahead
were sniping with dreadful accuracy. Carr, like Giblin on
the western slope, sent back for instructions: “ W h a t am
I to do?”
The troops with Giblin had early realised that something
had gone wrong with the New Zealanders’ attack. The
divisions had never been in touch, and as fire from Bellevue
Spur, the New Zealanders’ first objective, was wrecking the
10th Brigade’s attack, Captain Latchford (38th) had sent
Lieutenant M c K e n ~ i e ‘to
~ suppress it. McKenzie and his
party were never seen again; but Lieutenants Grant and
Chamberlain5o of the 4oth, of their own accord, led a small
party over the Ravebeek by a road-crossing-the one practicable
rcute-towards
the New Zealand objective. Working along
the road, they captured one pillbox. Attempting to rush two
other positions, Grant was killed, but the rest of the party
under Chamberlain and a New Zealand
who had
penetrated along the same route, took these places-the
parrisons. more than 60 in all. were short of ammunition.
4aThese details are from an account by Sergeant G. A. Charlesworth (Sprent,
Tas.), who was one of the party.
a Lieut. D. McKcnrie, 38th Bn.
Labourer; of Kerang, Vic.; b. Kerang, 1889.
Killed in action, l a Oct., 1917.
‘OLieut. H. Chamberlain 40th Bn.
Clergyman; of Woodbridge, Tas., and
Newfields, filoira, Leics., En’g.; b. Castle Gresley, Derbysbire, Eng., 1 6 June, 1889
Died of wounds, 30 March, 1918.
‘1 Lieut. A. R. Cockerell, D.S.O.; 1st Bn.. Otago Regt.
Railway employee; 01
Oamaru, N.Z.; b. Macrae’s Flat, Otago, N.Z.. ar Nov., 1891.
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Here Lieutenant Mundayss (38th) came up, but, as there was
no field of fire. he and Chamberlain returned. From the lower
dugout, which gave a better
view, Munday endeavoured
to suppress the snipers
higher up the ridge.
Chan~berlainmade his way
back to his battalion.
The effort to keep down
the fire from Bellevue
was hopeless. All who
could see this spur now
observed Germans pouring along it in a constant stream,
filling trenches, reinforcing pillboxes, trickling down to some
near the Ravebeek well behind the flank of the 10th Brigade.
A few Australians who had crossed the Ravebeek nearer
Passchendaele were observed making back through the mud.
Giblin saw a man in front of him killed by a shot from the
rear. Anxiously looking back, his troops marked the Germans
still holding even the farthest end of the Bellevue Spur. Some
New Zealanders were seen once to make
a sort of a scattered advance, and it disappeared-it was difficult to see
what had happened but it was clear they were not through. . . .

Ahead, at Crest Farm, machine-guns were becoming more active.
A t 1.30 Giblin had received no reply to his message sent at 8.40.
The position of the 9th Brigade was not precisely known to
him, but increasing numbers of its men were seen retiring.
Word of the true situation reached headquarters slowly.
As on the gth, the first news was all encouraging. General
Monash in the Ypres ramparts heard shortly after 7 that
both brigades were “ well away ’ I ; by 8 26 he had ample
evidence that the first objective was taken. At ($25 the
intelligence officer examining prisoners (Lieutenant CutlackBa)
reported having heard from wounded men that the second
objective had been r e a ~ h e d . ~ ‘ At 10.2s headquarters was
informed of the statement of a wounded man, that the 38th
Battalion (for the third objective) had gone through. A
5’ Licut. (temp. Capt.) J. J. Munday, 38th Bx.
Accountant; of Geelong. Vic.;
b. Geelong, 7 July, 1887.
Afterwards Assistant Official War Correspondent
6: Capt. F. M. Cutlack. R F.A.
with A.I.F., 1918/19. Journalist; of Renmark. S. Aust.. and Sydney; b. Lancing,

Sussex, E n g , 30 Scpt.. 1886.
Monash noted this. “inrredible as it is not time yet.”
men. it was probably true.

But, as regards a few
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further report that Australians had been seen at Crest Farm,
although quickly contradicted,6sconfirmed Monash's impression
that his division was succeeding. Concerning the New
Zealand brigade on his left, however, there was no word until,
at 10.50, there arrived the tragic information that the New
Zealand Division was stopped by the enemy along its entire
front. Monash had already heard at 9.55 that his 10th Brigade
was held up by fire from Bellevue Spur. Believing that his
division was still advancing, he asked that every gun that
the New Zealand Division could spare should be turned upon
that ridge to suppress the fire. Meanwhile, he would order
the reserve (39th) battalion of the 10th Brigade to be ready
to assist in holding the ground already won. The reserve
battalion (33rd) of the 9th Brigade he was still keeping back
to assist in the capture of Passchendaele.
Shortly after noon news of the true situation arrived.
Lieutenant Jacksonse of the 40th Battalion had established at
Waterfields pillbox near the Ravebeek a forward report-centre
from which a series of messages, admirably accurate, was
flashed by lamp to the headquarters of Lieutenant-Colonel
LordsT (40th)
Thus Brigadier-General McNicoll ( 10th
Brigade) was able to inform Monash of the precise position
of Giblin's line. H e added that the situation was very serious
and the casualties very heavy. At the same time from the
front line of the 9th Brigade arrived a pigeon message, sent
by Captain Gadd6e of the 36th:
W e are on Blue Line (second objective) with composite force all
three battalions, both flanks in air.

The New Zealand Division was to make a second attempt
at 3 p.m., and Monash was of opinion that from the 9th
Brigade, well forward on the ridge, patrols might still work
northwards around Crest Farm. His reserve, the 33rd
Battalion (9th Brigade), was accordingly ordered to attempt
this at 4.30, the 10th Brigade's forward line being meanwhile
reinforced by its own reserve, the____
39th Battalion.
6'

68

It was probably true, nevertheless.
Lieut. B. J. Jackson, hl C.; 40th Bn.

School teacher: of Sheffield, Tas.; b. West

Kentlsh, Tas.. a March, 189s.

"Col J E. C. Lord, C.MG.. D.b.0.. V U
Commanded 40th Bn., 1016/19
Commissioner of Police, Tasmania, 1906/40; of Sandy Bay, Tas , b Brighton,
Tas., 8 May, 1870.
6' A valuable summary of the situation. sent at I O 20 by Captain Trebilcock of the
38th, in Giblin's line, was also received by LieutXol. R. 0. Henderson of the 39th.
aSCapt. R. Gadd, 36th Bn. Accountant; of Cooger, N.S.W.; b. Manchester, Eng.,
15 Jan., 1893.
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These orders went out, but none of them were fulfilled.
The New Zealand Division had been defeated by obstacles
which no hastily renewed bombardment could have overcome. No infantry in the world could have crossed the
Ravebeek mud, penetrated the dense wire, and attacked the
crowded pillboxes of Bellevue with the assistance of a barrage
which did not even screen the advance. No blame can attach
to the artillery.
Its commander, according to the New
Zealand official history, had reported on the previous day
that his guns might be unable to give effective support. This
magnificent division, which lost nearly 3,000 men, had been
held up in almost exactly the same position as the 49th three
days before-the
left brigade penetrating half-way to the
first objective, the right stopped almost at the start. The
Germans were reinforcitig. The New Zealand battalion
commanders knew that their men had no chance of
succeeding by renewed attack, and the order was eventually
cancelled.
As for the Australians, of the two battalions that Monash
had now ordered to participate, the 39th had already to a
large estent been involved in the fighting, and the 33rd,
endeavouring to reach its position of readiness for outflanking
Passchendaele, had suffered great loss.eo By the time when
Lieutenant-Colonels Hendersona1 and Morshead attempted to
carry out Monash’s orders, they found that the attacking
force of both brigades was back almost a t its starting point.
What had happened was as follows.
Neither Major Giblin near the Ravebeek nor Captain
Carr on the ridge had received a reply to their messages
sent several hours earlier. The 9th Brigade’s line was still
being battered by German guns. Captain Gadd (36th), whose
troops were being wiped out, informed Captain Carr (35th)
that Lieutenant-Colonel Milne (36th) had now come forward
to Hillside Farm.
Carr accordingly sent Captain Dixon
with Gadd to explain to Milne the desperate nature of
their situation. Milne said that he would try to get their
troops relieved after dark, but till relief they must hold on.
ed No less than six of its officers were killed or mortally wounded-Captain
W.
F. Hinton, rn command forward. Lieuts. L. R Brownlow. T. A. Armstrong, A. G.
Kilpatrick, W. Rees.Reynolds, .N. F. Coble. (Hinton belonged to Wagga Wagga.
N.S W ; Brownlow to Marrickville N S.W.; Armstrong to Mackay Q’land;
Kilpatrick to Walcha, N.S.W.; Rees-Reynolds to Sydney: Goble to Richmohd, Vic.)
Lieut -Col R. 0 . Henderson, D S.O. Commanded 39th Bn., 1917/18. Merchant;
of Bendigo, Vic.; b Bendigo, 26 July, 1875. Killed in action. 39 Scpt., 1918.
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Meanwhile, however, the German artillery was annihilating
some parts of their line. All the leaders of Carr’s three posts
were out of action.aa Of the remaining officers of the 36th,
Major Buchanan and Lieutenant PutneyaS had been killed,
and Captain Goldrick w o ~ n d e d . ~ ‘At 3 o’clock rain began
to fall steadily. At 3.15 Gadd, though agreeing with Carr
that to hold on meant annihilation, refused, in view of his
colonel’s orders, to retire. Carr consented to wait while
Gadd again sent word to Milne; Carr himself at 12.30 had
sent Dixon to the headquarters of the 35th back at “ Seine,”
from which no word had been received all day. At 3.45,
no reply having come from Milne, and Dixon not having
returned,E6 Gadd agreed to withdraw and Carr sent along
the line a note: “ The 35th Battalion will retire.”
When visiting Gadd, Carr had warned the troops of the
probable order to withdraw, and he now saw that the left
had already begun to retire. H e told men whom he passed
to get back as fast as they could to the 34th Battalion (which
he believed to be on the first objective). Captain Gordonaa
(36th), strongly dissatisfied with this order, went straight to
Colonel Milne, urged that the forward position was tenable,
and, with Milne and Major Hawkey,B7 rushed out to stop
the withdrawal. But it was then too late. The 33th was
not, as Carr believed, on the first objective. The commander
of its line, Captain Richardson,a8 on hearing of the extreme
weakness of the force at the second objective, had reinforced
it. H e and his only remaining officerao had been killed,
and the first objective now lay empty. The retiring troops,
being without orders as to the position to be taken up,
streamed back past Millie’s headquarters. All that Hawkey,
Lieut. Adams had been killed, and D’Arcy and Wyndham wounded.
Lieut. F. W. Putney, 36th Bn. Hairdresser; of Carrington, N.S.W.; b Coolah,
N S W., ISSO. Killed in action, 1 2 O c t , 1917.
“ F a r t h e r back Lieut. S. Cook had been killed and Lieuts. \V W a n d and H. R.
bIailer wounded the former mortally.
(cook belonged to Sydney, Wand to
bingleton, N.S.\$.; hlailer to Trundle, N.S.W.)
- H e had been kept a t 35th Bn. headquarters awaiting the arrival of an order
from brigade headquarters concerning the projected operation by the reserve battallon.
MCapt. W. J. Gordon, h1.C ; 33rd Bn. Public servant; of Nose Bay, N S W.;
b. Newcastle, N.S.W., I June, 1888.
Lieut.-Col. J. M. Hawkey, M C.; 36th Bn. Member of Aust. Permanent Forces;
of S j d n e y , b. Camden Park, Camden, N.S.\V, I J O c t , 1877.
“ C a p t J. W. Richardson. 34th Bn.
Tanner; of Longueville, N . 5 . W . . b.
Longueville, 1 1 July, 1891. Killed in action, I Z Oct., 1917.
ao Lieut. J. C. Burges.
Lieuts. B. G hfcKenzie and J. A. LongwoFth had been
killed while organising on the first objective. (Burges and McKenzle and Longworth all belonged to East hlaitland. N.S.W.)
IJ
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Gordon, Gadd, and others could then do was to lead a fraction
of them forward again to the first objective, where they
remained during the night.'O
I n the 10th Brigade's line Major Giblin had long before
come to the same resolution as Carr, but had put it into
action by steps as prudent as those adopted in the 9th Brigade
were the reverse. His decision had been made shortly after
noon, when, still without any communication from headquarters, he observed the constant dribbling of Germans
behind his left flank. After consulting Captain Paterson
(39th) and other officers, he resolved upon withdrawal, but
at least an hour was spent in ensuring that all men were
informed of the order, and the troops were then sent off in
fours and fives, the first batch consisting of two officers and
a few men who were ordered to take up a position at the
morning's jumping-off line and to ensure that the retiring
troops dug in there. The Germans followed the retirement
with " whizz-bang " shells, but by 3.30 it had been completed
with slight loss.
The 3rd Division was thus back almost to its starting
point. It remains to tell how its right flank had been supported by I Anzac. The 4th Division attacked with two
battalions of the 12th Brigade, the 47th
The
(Queensland) to seize the first objectiveQthDlvieion'e
Part
the neck of the Keiberg at the railway
cutting; the 48th (South and Western Australia) to throw out posts beyond this to the second objective,
at the bottom of the next valley. If the 3rd Division reached
its final objective, another post was to be stationed on the
Moorslede height beyond.
As on October gth, when at zero hour the two battalions7'
advanced south of the railway, there was no sign of troops
advancing north of it. As before, the troops south of the
railway were shot at bv the German post at the cement dump.
'OCaptain Dixon with Captain J. G . Paterson (hfanly. N.S W.), ad~utantof the
35th, went up to organise the 35th there but could find none of its men. When
e\ciitually rc-formed, the remnant of the 35th was temporarily attached, as a
company, to the 33rd.
The exposed battalion headquarters on Broodseinde Ridge was shelled, as on
the 9th. and, before the start, 37 men of the 47th Battalion were killed there and
i a wounded, among them some of the best of the battallon. Lieut. H. Q Ridley
(Broomehill, W. Aust., and Newcastle-on-Tyne, Eng.), 48th Bn.. also was killed
about this time.
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This now lay almost immediately on the left of their
jumping-off tape, and part of the rear battalion (48th) at
once lined the railway and kept down the fire while the
remainder swept
The German post in Decoy Wood
was bombed and taken. The garrison of the dugouts in
the Keiberg cutting opened fire with rifles, but did not use its
machine-guns, and was quickly captured. Two officers of
the 12th Machine Gun Company, Lieutenants Upton and
with part of their sections set up their guns above
the cutting, close behind the foremost infantry.”
The 47th
and 48th, by this time intermingled, took up a line across the
neck of the Keiberg. On the right, Germans at “Assyria,”
after shooting for some time from the windows, fled, and in
spite of very severe casualties the 12th Brigade secured the
first
The troops looking across the next gully now saw a
company of Germans rush from “Tiber Copse,” 350 yards
to the north-east, to line the railway embankment across the
gully before Moorslede, and open fire on the Australian right.
The Australians at the cutting had them directly enfiladed, and,
opening fire, swept the enemy away. I t was at this stage that
the right of the 3rd Division appeared north of the railway,
and, in the teeth of very heavy fire from right and left fronts,
advanced to a position slightly behind the left of the 4th. The
party of the 48th that had been lining the railway was thus
released, and was sent to reinforce the troops ahead.
At the same time the hour (8.25 a.m.) arrived for the
second stage of the attack. The left of the 48th did not
move, the 3rd Division being still considerably .behind it.
East of the cutting the fire from Vienna Cottages was
severe, and the forward end of the cutting was impassable.
Captain Hilary,’6 commander of the support company of the
‘YLieut W. H. Buncombe (Marrickville and Coogee, N.S.W.) of the 47th was
killed at this stage.
1’ Lleut. J. T. East, 12th M.G. Coy.
Farm band; of Elaine, Vic.; b. Elaine,
Q June, 1890.
Killed in action, f z Oct., 1917.
‘4 Upton was to have taken two gun3 to Decoy Wood, and East two to the cutting
They advanced together until their men were too few to carry the guns. They
then left two guns and pressed on with the other two. Finding the Decoy Wood
position to be a swamp and without field of fire they decided to go on together
to the cutting, and there they set up the guns withih twenty yards of one another.
‘I It is recorded that, by a fine effort, hot cocoa and stew were brought to the
47th on this ObJC€tive by 8 a.m.
la Capt. W. F . Cranswick (served under professional name of Wilfred Hilary),
48th Bn. Actor; of Melbourne; b. Kimberley, S. Africa, 10 Jan., 1881.
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48th behind the Keiberg, met the officer commanding the
3rd Division’s flank, who told him that it could advance
no farther and would dig in there. I n the 4 8 t h ’ ~centre
Captain Carter?? decided not to move until the left
advanced ; but Captain
W h i t i n g t ~ n ? ~led forward the right, captured
a number of Germans,
who did not attempt
to resist, and, with
eighteen men, reached
what he believed to be
his objective.
Later,
to the left, about 100
of the 3rd Division
were seen advancing
to their second objective far along the
ridge.
In the afternoon German troops were observed moving
up all roads visible to the south-east. The enemy artillery
opened a bombardment extending deep behind the Australian
front, and at 3 o’clock German infantry, in impressively
well-ordered waves, came over the rise ahead of the 4th
Division. The target was easy, and Australian riflemen and
machine-gunners quickly broke up the attack. But Captain
Whitington’s isolated post was outflanked. Four of his
messengers had been shot after going fifty yards. H e now
sent back his men, and, having seen them go, was following,
when he was wounded. H e was afterwards captured.
At 4 o’clock a stronger but less orderly counter-attack
issued from the same front. The 4th Division’s posts fired
the S.O.S. signal, but no barrage fell on the advancing
Rifle ammunition, however, had been brought up
by carrying parties of the 45th Battalion, and the posts had
* Capt. L. L. Carter,. M.C.; 48th Bn. Theological student; of West Perth,
W. Aust.. b. Newport, Vic., 6 Oct, 1890.
‘6 Capt. L. A. Whitington, 48th Bn.
Barrister and solicitor, o f Hyde Park,
S. Aust., b. Hyde Park, 1 6 Sept., 1888.
”Reports from the 3rd Division, which believed its own right to be on the second
objective. had made it appear that the 4th Division v a s there also. Any barrage
thrown fell, therefore, t w far eaatward.
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no intention of withdrawing, when there occurred the retirement of the 3rd Division from Passchendaele Ridge. As it
was out of the question for the 4th Division to remain alone
on the Keiberg, its officers gave the order to fall back. The
railway line was the only practicable route, and almost the
whole of the division's advanced line trooped back along
it,80 the actual withdrawal being completed without great loss.
The Germans followed as far as the Keiberg, and one or
two Australian posts which had not retired,s1 including that
in Decoy Wocd, were captured. Like Colonel Milne in the
3rd Division, Colonels Leane (48th) and Imlay (47th) in
the 4th, at 5.15, standing outside their exposed headquarters
on Broodseinde Ridge, saw the reported withdrawal and
endeavoured to reverse it.sa The shelling around this pillbox
was, as on the gth, intense, and the two leaders were
quickly wounded, After dark both 3rd and 4th Divisions
were reported to be back at their starting points. Actually,
some officers of the 9th Brigade throughout the night held
a proportion of its men at Hillside Farm. The authorities
in rear, however, were unaware of this, and ordered the
consolidation of practically the same line from which the
attack had started. Before dawn the advanced troops were
brought back to it.8s
The Second Army had thus practically returned to its
starting point. So closely had the events of October 9th been
repeated that those who took part, reading an
The sequel
account of the last fight, might easily believe
that their own action was being described. And this applies
almost equally to the dreadful scenes that followed. In the
morass of the Ravebeek valley the dead and wounded of
the 3rd Division now lay mingled with those of the 66th.
It is true that the German snipers were not allowed to
M A party was sent north of the railway to cover the retirement. A n officer
of the 3rd Division also, when it was pointed out that the flank of the 4th was
being exposed brought forward a party.
81 Lieut. F ' E
H. Collins (Richmond, Vic.), 47th Bn., a n admired leader, was
killed by shell-fire i n a post on the right
S'There occurred the usual misunderstandings, due to the fact that news took
several hours to reach divisional headquarters. The 4th Division reported that
the 3rd had retired while its own front was maintained General Monash thereupon
ordered that the flank of the 4th must be covered Not till G 30 p.m did MajorGeneral Sinclair-MacLagan (4th Divn ) know that his troops also were hack.
"Three companies of the 47th n e r e for a time commanded by Sergeant J. A
Heading (Netherby, Vic.. and hlurgon, Q'land)
Lieutenant J. E. Smith (Cheepie,
Q'land), sent up. reorganlsed the troops, supervised the digging in, and commanded the front line of the battalion
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reassume their former impudence; but during the fight they
had sniped at least fifty men in the mud about Waterfields.
Throughout October 13th stretcher-bearing parties struggled
in the bog. Lieutenant Jackson (40th) even took bearers to
Bellevue Spur and found ten wounded men still in the strongpoint seized by Chamberlain and Cockerell. The Germans
refrained from firing on the stretcher-parties, and in some
cases directed them to Australian wounded. Men were even
found unwounded but fast in the mud, into which they had
jumped during the a d v a n ~ e . ~ ’The stretcher-bearers’ “ carry ”
was a nightmare, and the pillbox aid-posts, around which
the wounded lay in crowds on their stretchers, were a magnet
for shelI-fire.86 Lieutenant Fisher (42nd Battalion), whose
description of the 66th Division has been quoted, gives almost
the same account of the relief on October 13th:
T h e next day (13th) we were ordered to retakes6 the line, and then
our units sank to the lowest pitch of which I have ever been cognisant.
I t looked hopeless-the men were so utterly done. However, the attempt
had to be made, and accordingly we moved up that night-a battalion
go strong.
I had “ A ” Company with 23 men. We got up to our
position somehow or other-and the fellows were dropping out unconscious along the road-they
have guts, my word1 That’s the way to
express it, W e found the line instead of being advanced, some thirty
yards behind where we had left it-and the shell stricken and trodden
ground thick with dead and wounded-some of the Manchesters were
there yet, seven days wounded and not looked to. But men walked over
them-no heed was paid to anything but the job. Our men gave all their
food and water away, but that was all they could do.
That night my two runners were killed as they sat beside me, and
casualties were numerous again. H e blew me out of my shell-hole twice,
so I shifted to an abandoned pillbox. There were twenty-four wounded
men inside, two dead Huns on the floor and six outside, in various stages
of decomposition. The stench was dreadful. W e got the wounded away
at last as well as two wounded Huns. . .

.

When day broke I looked over the position. Over forty dead lay
within twenty yards of where I stood, and the whole valley was full
of them.

The New Zealand and 3rd Australian Divisions each
suffered some 3,000 casualties, and the 12th Brigade (4th

-

8‘ The Forticth, p 89
Some of the old shell-holes were like quicksands. Where
possible, men had sheltered in the newly-made ones.
83 Srr r ’ d
X I I , p l a t ~ s402-3 The medical officer of the 34th Battalion, Major
G R . C Clarke (Wahroonga. N S W.), and some of his staff were killed while
dressing the wounded. The spirit of some of the wounded IS illustrated by the case
of Cpl W. A. Murray (formerly a Methodist minister, of Newcastle. N S.W ) ,
35th Bn . wlio, when the longed for stretcher-bearers arrived, gave up his place to
a comrade, and was never again heard of
‘6 That is. to reoccupy the old line of Oct. I r .
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Division), 1 , 0 0 0 . ~ ~The Fifth Army this day gained little
ground, and, while the attacking troops had been exhausted
and depressed, the Germans, in spite of the severity of the
casualties on their side also, had been encouraged and
reinvigorated.
On the German side Crown Prince Rupprecht noted in his diary:
Sudden change of the weather. Most gratifyingly-rain;
our most
effective ally.”
The Second Army’s attack came against the same German divisions
that had held the front in the last fight-for the first time since stepby-step operations began, there had been no need for relief.
The
“forward zone” system was not even yet in operation; the final order
for it was issued this day. The attack was fully expected. Units were
warned that their present position gave great opportunity for flanking
fire, and wer:, ordered to exploit this to the utmost. The long-planned
“ Mondnacht
gas-shoot88 was laid down during the previous night.
When the Anzac advance broke into the front between Passchendaele and
the Keiberg, a battalion (I/Ssth R.I.R.) of the 220th Division was given
to the 195th Division, and another (II/Ssth R.I.R.) to the 233rd. These,
together with the line divisions, reoccupied the gap, capturing 56
unwounded and many wounded Australians. In the fighting of October g
and 12, the 195th Division lost 3,325 officers and men.
Iinmediately after this fight, the forward zone system was established,
the main German line being withdrawn to the Keiberg, Vienna Cottages,
and Bellevue. Moreover, a s the weight of the offensiv:, was tending
more northwards, a few coips coymand, the “Staden group, was
inserted between the Ypres and Dixmude ” groups. The Germans
discovered the relief of the Canadians at Lens, and correctly interpreted
it a s meaning that the offensive there was ended. Their Lens .divisions
Regular six-day reliefs were
were thus set free for use in Flanders.
“

Particulars of the Australian casualties are:3rd A u s t r a h n Divrsion (total cawaltirs, 3,199).
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eventually arranged. As the prospect was more favourable, Ludendorff
again altered his policy, and decided that as little ground as possible
was to be given up. On October 2 1 he ordered that all available field
artillery must be put on the main front, and the British artillery
suppressed with ample nightly gas-shooting.

Much of the effect of the antecedent successes was thus
thrown away on October 9th and 12th. Haig now recognised
that the hope of obtaining great strategic
Later
results from this year's campaign had
operatione
vanished. H e considered whether to stop
the offensive or to secure by slower stages a better foothold
on the ridge, rest there for the winter, and strike again in
the spring. H e had now in view an important attack on the
Third Army front. The commander of that army, Sir Julian
Byng, had pointed out that
to give the operation the best chance of success, it should take place
while the operations in Flanders are still in progress, or have just been
suspended.

Moreover, the French were making a limited attack on a
large scale at Malmaison on October 23rd, and Haig desired
to help this.
The Italian front had suddenly become
passive-Cadorna,
the commander-in-chief, having learned
that reinforcements were being brought against him, and
having therefore abandoned the offensive policy agreed on
between the Allies.88 The Russians not yet having made
peace, it was important to keep the Germans from attacking
them; and it seems probable that PQtain was still urging
activity.OO In these circumstances Haig decided to use the
Canadian Corps, notwithstanding difficulties of weather, in
capturing Passchendaele by more deliberate steps. Afterwards the Fifth Army, by taking Westroosebeke, was to
render the new position secure. I1 Anzac was to hold its
present front for another eight days, when the Canadian
Corps would come i n ; I1 Anzac would then go out for a
short rest, after which it would relieve the X Corps on the
right of I Anzac. I Anzac would retain the Broodseinde
front and guard the right of the Canadians when they renewed
the advance on Passchendaele.
The active participation of Australian infantry in the
offen4ve practically ended on October 12th. The Canadians
"The Italians had previously sought the aid of their allies for their offensive.
and were receiving for it a number of British and French siege batteries.
W S s e Field Marshal Earl Hatg. by Brig.-Gen. J. Chartcris, p 276.
49
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did not attack until October ~ 6 t h . ~ 'In the interval the
conditions approximated to those of the previous winter on
the Somme, but with this difference, that the excellence
of the position on Broodseinde Ridge, the immense work
on roads, railways, and duckboard tracks, and the employment of pack transport almost up to the front line, rendered
the plight of the forward infantry, at least in the I Anzac
sector, f a r less trying. For the artillery and the troops in
support the conditions were worse than on the Somme. But
the 4th and 5th Divisions, now holding the front, were
comparatively fresh,g2 and the apparently impossible task of
providing a third good road circuit, to extend over the long
stretch from Westhoek to Zonnebeke, was suddenly solved
by the discovery that the pavement of the Ypres-Zonnebeke
road, although deeply covered with mud, was still there and
had only to be dug out and repaired?8 Employing for the
work the 1st Pioneers under Lieutenant-Colonel Henderson,
Lieutenant-Colonel Nicholson (C.R.E., I Anzac Corps
Troops) repaired this road and pushed forward " Smith's
Road" to join it, a forward circuit being thus eventually
formed. General Birdwood and many of the engineers and
infantry hoped to render carriage much easier by extending
tramways into the forward area, and the railways also,
both light- and broad-gauge (Ypres-Roulers), were now
rapidly lengtl~ened.~' But the tramways, smashed by
shelling and trodden over by infantry and mule-trains,
proved useless ; the light railways were constantly blown
up.06 Except for the carriage of artillery ammunition, the
Army's requirements for transport had to be met almost
entirely by the roads, and in I Anzac the construction of these
chiefly depended on the standard of supervision set personally
by Colonel Nicholson and his staff.
OlThe Fifth Army undertook two small operations on Oct. az, one with the
French a t Houthulst Forest, the other east of Poelcappelle.
" S r e Vol. X I I , plates 405, 124.
Up to the outskirts of Zonneheke this road ran through I1 Anzac territory, but
it led to the 1 Anzac tront. 11 Anzac already had two roads, Wieltje-C;ravenstafel
and Wieltje-St. Julien. but its right division, hke the left of 1 Anzac, was dependent
on the Zonneheke road.
9' British and Canadian railway-construction units did most of this work (Jce
Vol. S I I . plate 408). Australians constructed the tramways.
aa The Australian engineers laid five miles of light railways east of Ypres
But
a s many as go breaks occurrcd in one day; the railways could not be patrolled as
easily as the roads n u r could (lumps for re air be so easily maintained; and the
( J e t Vol. XI?. plates 417-8.)
effort proved largeiy useless.
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For forty-seven consecutive days I traversed those roads east of Ypres
(he wrote afterwards). In all that time I never sent a working party
out that I didn’t personally visit with poor old D e n t r ~ . ~ ’

The casualties of the pioneers, who, together with “ a r m y
troops ” companies R.E., were mainly responsible for the
roads, approximated to those of the attacking infantry.”
Could the plank roads have been made more rapidly, they
might have solved the problem of communication even on
this battlefield. The effort of I Anzac in this respect was
quite outstanding: 18,300 yards of plank road and IO miles of
metal road were made in 27 days. But even this construction
was too slow to meet the need of the troops.
In the I1Anzac area these facilities were not so far advanced,
and, especially in the Ravebeek valley, the infantry was subjected to conditions approximating to those of Flers in November 1916. Lieutenant Fisher, whose description of the scene
there on October 1gth-14th has already been quoted, wrote:
W e had another four days of this and then retired to a position 1,000
yards behind again. Here we stayed four days, and got shelled to hell,
but no one minds t h a t - a shell drops alongside, and one merely calls it a
bastard and curses the Hun, and wipes off the mud. Anyhow we are
out now and I don’t mind much. O n l j I’d like to have a talk with some
y a r correspondents-liars they are. The reaction is still to come, and
I ni rather frightened of it-I feel about eighty years old now. .
.

.

The severe bombardment of the back areas, especially with
mustard gas, was a factor new since the Sonime batt1e.O’
90 Lieut. N. H . St. 0. Dentry, 1st Pioneer Bn. (A Melbourne surveyor. b. Fitzroy
Vic.. 1858.) H e supervised road repairs. and was killed on Oct. 31 while on thii
duty near the Hannebeek
Among Cot. Nicholson’s other assistants were Captains
C. D. Sheldon (Aylesford, Kent, Eng.) and A. McP. Greenlees (St. Kilda Vic.;
died 18 Aug., 1 9 ~ 8 ) .who largely supervised the Busseboom dump, worLshops,
and transport of planks. Captain W. N. McClean, adjutant of the corps troops
engineers; and Captains’P. H.,.Keys and G.,,A. Harris, Lieut. W. H . Owen, and
other officers of the British
army troops
companies of engineers.
A large
party of these was maintained between the Menin Gate and Hellfire Corner, and
patrols from it went daily round all the circuits in opposite directions. repairing them
with material specially dumped at the roadsides. The water-supply from Dickehusch.
and later from Zillebeke also, was under Major F. W. Lawson (Pcrth, W. Aust ).
Iluhinp,, h a s mder Sheldon and Crcenlees.
Nissen huts not being available,
“Keys
huts were made to plans drawn by Captaln Keys.
‘7 As early as Sept. a3, the 1st Pioneer Bn. had lost 5 officers and 119 men,
and by Oct. 4 tlie 2nd Pioneers had lost 170. On Sept. 19, a shell exploding in
the garden at Swan Chateau, headquarters of the 2nd Piqneers. killed Major R. R.
Hockley (Maryborough.. Q’land), and mortally wounded Lieut. G. J. Furnell (North
Brightnn. Vic.) and his brother. Cpl. F . Furnell (Ascot Vale, Vic.). I th Railway
Coy, On Sept. zg a platoon of the same battalion. waiting for coffee at t i e Comforts
Fund stall on the Menin Road, was seen by a German airman, who dropped a
bomb on it. killl’ng or mortally wounding 18, and wounding IO. Bombs dropped
at Swan Chateau also wounded 9 men.
On Oct. 1 5 the acting commander of the 3rd Pioneer Bn , Major W. A. Adam9
(Hawthorn, Vic.), was killed near Zonnebeke. where his battalion was making a
plank road near the railway.
‘8 Many well-known memhers of the A.1 F. were killed on tracks ahout this.battlcfield, among them Colonel W. W. Hearne (South Melhonrne). A D M.S.. 5th Dlvisioq
a gentle, high spirited leader, Lieut.-Col. S. G. Gibbs (Kensington, E n g , and
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Artillery, and the infantry in support, now underwent these
almost nightly.
The Germans used this new agent with
dreadful success, masking the shoots with a bombardment of
high-explosive, and throwing in first “ sneezing gas ” (blue
cross-Diphenyl Chlorarsine) , which rendered it difficult to
keep the respirators on, and then changing over to mustard
gas (yellow cross-Dichlorethyl
Sulphide). Masks would
have to be worn during the whole bombardment, precluding
sleep. Bivouacs were frequently knocked in, and their
ground, saturated with mustard oil, could not be reoccupied.
On the nights of October 14th, 16th, 18th, and 19th the
valleys behind the lines were drenched with mustard gas,
causing, on October 16th alone, 116 casualties in I Anzac.
The 43rd Battalion (I1 Anzac) sent away 40 men blistered
and gassed after work on the railway near Zonnebeke. The
4th Division’s artillery, having suffered 1,000 casualties in
almost continuous action at Bullecourt, Messines, and Ypres,
had to be withdrawn on October 25th, though no fresh
batteries relieved it.
The 1st and 2nd Australian Divisions, which came into
the I Anzac line on October 24th and 27th respectively, were
to suffer from this cause more severely than the 4th and
5th which they relieved, or than the 3rd Australian and the
New Zealand Divisions (I1 Anzac), which were relieved by
the 4th and 3rd Canadian Divisions on October 22nd and
23rd.
On the night of October 28th the 5th and 6th
Batteries on Anzac Ridge, including their comn~anders,”~
were
put out of action by gas. O n November 2nd two more
battery commanders were gassed, and died within forty-eight
Iiours.loo In a short tour in the support line, the 25th
Battalion had 6 officers and 202 others gassed.lol One company had to change its bivouac three times. The Australian
Sydney), who had largely organised the transport service; Lieut.-Col. J. J. Nicholas
(Colac, Vic.), 5th Field Ambulance; and Father hl. Bergin (Rosscrea, Ireland),
a missionary. who joined the force in Egypt and of whom a soldier said a t
Pozieres: ‘‘ If ever an angel walked among men. it was he.”
Bombing of the back areas was still severe. On Oct. a7 a t ‘‘ Belgian Chateau ”
the and Battalion lost by air-bombing 16 killed and 30 wounded
oI hlalors L. K. Cunningham (Neutral Bay, N.S W.) a n d A. W. Dodd (hlelbourne). I n addition. 3 officers and 39 men were evacuated. The previous morning the German artillery pounded the position of the 11th Battery, now at
Zonnebeke (to which the 4th Division advanced several batteries about Oct. i z ) ,
and destroyed three guns.
loOMajors C. McLaughlin (1st Bty.) and W. A. R. Peart (4th Bty ) . Lieut.
L C Guy (1st Bty) also died. (McLaughlin belonged to Waverley, N S W.;
Peart to Rushworth, Vic : Guy to Kew, V i c )
‘O’The Germans shelled their bivouacs at Westhoek and Garter Point on Oct. a7
fnr 2 hnrirs. Oct 28 for e hours Oct 29 for 7 hnurs Ort. 31 for 8 hours. O n this
last night the relief was delayed for 8 hours by the shelling
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field artillery, inclusive of its “army brigades,” had 148
casualties from gas in July, 38 in August, IOO in September,
but 501 in October and 526 in November, Between midOctober and mid-November, practically without fighting, there
was incurred a considerable proportion of the total gascasualties of the A.I.F. Few immediate deaths were caused;
of the 1,313 cases in the artillery here cited, only 20 were
quickly fatal. But the condition of the worst cases was
pitiful, eyes swollen and streaming, voices gone, and bodies
blistered. Whole battalions came out hoarse from the effects,
and the subsequent trouble for the nation was enormous?o2
Before the Canadian infantry came in, the 3rd Division
reoccupied part of the ground which had been won and lost
on October 12th and had since been almost vacated by the
enemy?03 O n the nights of October Igth, 17th, and 18th
posts were established in front of Hillside Farm and Augustus
Wood, about half-way to the first objective for October 12th.l~’
The Canadian Corps, whose headquarters took over from
I1 Anzac on the 18th, planned to attack Passchendaele in
three separate operations roughly corresponding to the three
phases of the I1 Anzac attempt on October 12th. T h e first
of these-the only one in which Australian infantry participated-took
place on October 26th. The weather had
continued wet.1o6 Heavy rain fell this day and, in spite of
the long and careful preparatory bombardment, the results of
October 9th and 12th were, except for one circumstance,
closely repeated. In the former New Zealand sector the
3rd Canadian Division attacking Bellevue, though mostly held
up on about the same line as the New Zealanders, had
managed, on the northern side of the spur, to capture two
pillboxes beyond the wire. About noon the troops at this
point were reinforced, and, fighting southwards from pillbox
to pillbox, captured the defences which had stopped the
49th Division and the New Zealanders.
“This matter will be dealt with in the Oficial H i r t ~ f yof the Avrtrolian Army
Medical Services, Vol. I I .
Many observers thought that the Germans were at first unaware that it had been
given up. They continued, for example, to shell Augustus Wood. The absence of
signs of occupation, however, was prohahlx partly due to the enemy’s new policy of
leaving a lightly-occupied ‘’ forefield zone, on which his guns were registered.
l M T h e 33rd Battalion established three posts on the ridge on Oct. 15-16. On the
right neai the railway the Germans werc close, and Lieut. G. C. Fraser (Sydney)
Six posts were placed farther out on Oct. 17-18. The 148th Brigade
was killed
(49th Divn.), taking over the Iine under the 3rd Division, established posts forward
of Augustus Wood on Oct. 18-x(
lWOn an average, it rained on one day of every two.
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O n the old front of the 3rd Australian Division, the two
brigades of the 4th Canadian Division had almost precisely
the same experience as the 9th and 10th Australian Brigades
on October 12th, and reached the same points. On their
right, the 6th Australian Battalion (1st Division) repeated the
effort of its predecessors, seized the Keiberg railway cutting
and, assisted by a party of the 2nd Field Company, dug
in beyond Decline Copse.1oe As before, at 4.15 p.m. a
counter-attack emerged against this position, but not against
that on the ridge. Company Sergeant-Major Palmerlo’ (6th
Bn.), sent across by Lieutenant McShanelos to the nearest party
of Canadians, promised that, provided the Australians were
supported, they were determined, if necessary, to die at their
post. The Canadian artillery laid a dense barrage on the
Passchendaele Ridge, and the Australian machine-gun barrage
could be seen scattering the advancing Germans.
At that juncture, however, precisely as on October rzth,
the troops on the main ridge were suddenly seen retiring. No
Germans were pressing them, and some days later it was
learned that, as in the 66th Division on October gth, some
~

m The attack was a most gallant episode. and deserves fuller description. It was
made by Captain Pinney’s company of the 6th. only 80 strong and reduced to
three platoons. One was to attack, a second to follow in support. a third to carry
and act as reserve. On the night before, a jumpingoff trench was dug 2 5 0 yards
ahead of Defy Crossing, but the attack-platoon under Lieut. H G. Gay (Hawthorn,
Vic.) found it full of water, and therefore assembled in shell-holes along the railway
embankment.
At zero hour, 5.40 a m . . the barrage fell IOO yaLd9 ahead and “then it seemed
to collapse and fall right on the assembled platoon.
( A precisely similar incident
was reported by the Canadians on the same day.) Lieut. Gay and many of the
platoon were killed, and many wounded. C.b.hl. J. J. Palmer re-formed the
survivors farther back and, within a minute after zero hour advanced with these
and the supporting platoon. For shelter against the Austrhan barrage, Palmer
crossed the railway and led his force forward under the nor!m-n. si<: of the
embankment. It was observed that the Germans maintained a
roving
barrage
moving between the Keiberg and the Australian front line. In the dim light the
German infantry on the Keiberg though tbemselves visible could not see the
advance. In the Keiberg cuttin; the garrison in the dugo;ts tried to push a
machine-gun out of one dugout entrance. but were seen and shot at with the
result that 3 0 with 3 machine-guns surrendered. The platoon had recrossed the
railway and 30 more prisoners and a machine-gun were taken at some iron cupola
dugouts south.east of Decline Copse.
Captain Pinney had on the previous evening gone across to the 46th Canadian
Battalion and arranged co-operation. and this time the troops on the left reached
their proper position at the same time as the flanking party
At 7 . 3 0 a detachment
of the 2nd Field Company under Lieut. J. h.1. Reid (Hawthorn, Vic.) arrived,
and set to work to dig the trench which Sergeant-Major Palmer’s men had begun
well on the crest of the Keiberg. With the engineers arrived the reserve platoon:
led up by Lieut. W. S . hlcbhane. An aeroplane of each side flew over. Palmer
had no flares, these having been carried by men of the attacking platoon who had
been hit at the start, but the Australians waved their helmets and rifles.
The
airman mistook this for a bayonet attack on a German trench, but accurately
re orted their position. The engineers’ party finished its work and left at 2.30, its
o#cer following it, and being mortally wounded as he left.
Lieut. J. J. Palmer, h1.C.; 6th Bn. Carpenter; of Inglewood, Vic.; b. Richmond,
\’IC,
1890.
la Lieut
W. S. McSbane. 6th Bn. Carpenter; of Bendigo, Vic ; b. Bendigo
14 Dee.. 1896. Killed in action, g Aug.. 1918.

24th 0ct.-10th Nov.,
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officer on the left had directed his troops to move back and
form a flank connecting with the less-advanced line in the
Ravebeek Valley. The forward Canadians, battered by direct
fire of the same guns that had pounded the 46th and 3rd
Australian Divisions, took this as a signal for general withdrawal and fell back. The 6th Australian Battalion was left
at the Keiberg, and, for the third time, it became necessary to
abandon this height. The retirement was followed by the
usual misunderstanding; this time it was the 4th Canadian
Division which was unaware of the withdrawal of its own
troops, and believed that the Australians had retired leaving
its flank in the air; when the truth was discovered-largely
through the magnificent scouting of Lieutenant Lay (8th Bn.),
who twice, almost alone, reconnoitred Decline Copse on the
Keiberg109-the Canadians made a handsome acknowledgment.
In the three subsequent battles, in which the Canadians
captured Passchendaele and some ground beyond it, Australian
infantry took no part. The 4th Canadian Division protected
its own flank in the attack of October 3oth, in which it seized
the " Blue Line "; I Anzac merely kept artillery and machinegun fire on the Keiberg. The third stage of the operations
was subdivided into two, which took place on November 6th
and roth, and 2nd and 1st Canadian Divisions having taken
over the front from the 4th and 3rd Canadian. The last three
attacks were on much narrower fronts than hitherto, in this
respect resembling the operations on the Somme. The final
attack was carried out in a rainstorm. The diary of an
Australian states that it was delivered
on a very narrow front-almost as bad as Pozisres; and the Germans . . . . concentrated an enormous amount of artillery on to
the area which we took, and the British were driven in. . . . The
night is simply vile-and the day too. . . . If the Canadians can
hold on they are wonderful troops.

They did hold on, but with this operation the great effort
in Flanders ended. Momentous events were occurring elsewhere. On October 24th the Austrians, reinforced by six
German divisions, drove through the Italians at Caporetto.
In fear that Italy might be put out of the war, the French and
IO9 He worked between the local Australian and Canadian headquarters
and
Decline Copse from the afternoon until next morning. C.S.M. Palmer beina with
him part of the time
The situation was tactfully handled by Brig-Gen. Heane,
who, while agreeing to recapture Decline Copse if the Canadians were forward,
managed to put off doing so until it had been proved that they were not. In thir
tour in the line, the 6th Btn. lost 3 officers and 67 others, and the 8th 4 and 80.
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British Governments each promised six divisions.
The
Flanders offensive closed unsatisfactorily, Haig having to stop
short of Westroosebeke, without which he considered the
dearly-bought Passchendaele position indefensible.
" The
possibility of our having to evacuate Passchendaele and
withdraw to a more defensible line was reckoned with," say
Dewar and Boraston, " from the moment when our forward
movement ceased." The British Army in Flanders went into
its winter positions.
I1 Anzac, this time without the
3rd Australian Division, relieved on November 14th I Anzac,
and on November 18th the X Corps. The X Corps withdrew
into reserve. The Australian forces in Flanders had now
lost 38,093 officers and men during the Ypres offensive, and
as, in these circumstances, the dwindling stream of Australian
reinforcements gave rise to much anxiety, I Anzac was sent to
relieve the VI11 Corps on the wide, quiet front at Messines.'1°
I n the brilliant surprise-stroke with tanks on the Third
Army front (the Battle of Cambrai),I'l which set the Allies'
spirits soaring in the belief that their leaders had discovered
a way to victory-and
in the equally impressive German
counter-attack which ten days later deflated these sudden hopes
-few dominion troops participated.
The first Australian
flying squadron to arrive in France, the 68th R.F.C. (later
No. z A.F.C.):l2 and the 55th (Australian) Siege Battery
were in the thick of it.113 At the time of the German
I'OSee Vol. X I I , plates 425, 431, 442.
:'The tanks were virtually useless at Ypres, and at the beginning of August
their enthusiastic commanders had been searching for a suitable front on which
they could be put in in mass and with surprise, together with cavalry and flying
corps as at First Bullecourt. but after minute preparation. In September they
ohtaixkd leave to plan out with the Third Army the longconsidered offensive at
Havrincourt.
I t should he noted, however that the element of surprise was due not simply to
the use of tanks, but chiefl; to the secrecy in moving up the artillery and
commencing the barrage at zero hour un'tkout preriowsly regsstrring the guns on
to the enemy's defences.
Under an outstanding squadron commander, Najor Oswald Watt (Sydney),
who died on ar May, 1 9 2 1
"'The 55th (Aust.) Siege Battery had been relieved at Ypres on Oct ax by
the 107th (Canadian) Battery from Angres. near Lens, the two exchanging positions.
Thr Australians had been at Angres little over a fortnight when they were
ordered to Villers Plouich, a ruined village in a hollow i miles south-east of
Hermies. Here they formed part of the 63rd Group. I11 8orps Heavy Artillery.
Thew guns (four 9.1-inch howitzers) were to be emplaced by night, with s ecial
secrccy, close behind the front line, for a surprise offensive to be launched protably
on Nov. ig
During the nights of Nov. 16-19 the guns were moved in the first two being
hauled by hand over the last 300 yards. Thls was done so qhetly that Lieut.-Col.
C R. C. Boyle (Great Milton, Oxon, Eng.), 6th Bn., Oxford and Bucks L.I..
whose headquarters were I O O yards away, was unaware of their presence until
they had been em laced. He theu arranged that his machine-guns should fire
steadily, to cover d e noise of caterpillar tractors dragging in the other two. The
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counter-attack, the 4th Australian Division had just reached
a back area for its long-promised rest.l"
Owing to the
absence of other reserves, it had to be hurried forward again
to PQronne,but was not thrown in. For the A.I.F. the fighting
of 1917 really ceased with the end of the Flanders offensive.
The year I917 closed without the decision that each side
had hoped for. The Allies' scheme of a combined offensive
The year 1917 had early broken down through warweariness ; the submarine campaign to which
the German leaders trusted had not brought Great Britain
to her knees, although the defensive on the Western Front
129th and 166th Siege Batteries belonging to the same group were in the valley,
and numerous tanks also came up. The German front was only 800 yards away,
and on Nov. 19 a bombardment by heavy German minenwerfer caused anxiety
lest the concentration might have been discovered. The bombs fell behind the
55th Battery which was in advance of the British heavy Stokes mortars and
field artillery:
The howitzers fired no shot until 6.20 a.m. on Nov. ao, when the whole artillery
burst in together and tanks and infantry advanced, followed later by cavalry.
At 10.45 fire had to be stopped, the infantry having captured Marcoing, a southern
outlier of Cambrai, on which the battery had been shooting. But, although the
Canadian Cavalry Brigade took spirited action, the cavalry operations failed. On
Nov. 2 1 the battery was still firing against the far edge of Marcoing.
Much
trouble was experienced through the guns shifting and tilting, but orders were
received to advance two of them to the Hindenburg support line, about half-way
to Marcoing.
The speed and success of the German counterstroke on Nov. 30 were entirely
unexpected.
Two of the Australian guns being out of action men were lent
to other batteries of the group. Being without information, the batteries fired
on old targets until I O o'clock, when it became necessary to remount one of the
Australian guns. The first intimation of any serious development came with a
message from the group giving this gun a new centre line 1 7 0 degrees farther
right. This meant that the enemy was almost in rear. A t 10.30 an order arrived
to be prepared to destroy guns and abandon the position. Retiring troops now
began to stream through. A field artillery brigade passed at a rapid pace; then
men carrying breech-blocks and dial sights of dlsmantled guns; then infantry, with
a colonel who Mid that the Germans were crossing a ridge I ooo ards ahead with
no one to stop them. The batteries were under machine-iun l r e , and had no
communication with headquarters of the group or of the corps heavy artillery,
both of which were afterwards found to have retired, the enemy being closer
upon them. The Australian battery commander was absent in Amiens (he was
afterwards dismissed from the service). The three batteries were now under
the senior officer present an active commander, Major C. McG. Yates of the 129th
Battery. The detachmeht with the advanced guns under Lieut. A . S. Shepherd
(Sydney) had been ordered in. U p forward a cable-burying party was being used
as infantry, and Lieut. L. K. Robinson (Newcastle-on-Tyne, Eng.), a British officer
then serving with the 55th Battery, was assisting in the salvage of other guns.
At z o'clock Yates having sent away one of the Australian guns by an available
tractor ordered t d t the rest should be disabled and the ersonnel withdrawn. The
men $ere sent away under the battery sergeant-major. taptam Manchester Lieut.
P. \Y. Dobson, B.Q.M.S. A. Waterer (Watson's Bay, N.S.W.) and Sergeants' F. W.
Owens (Granville, N.S.W.) and .D. Y. McRae (Fremantle. W . Aust.) stayed to
dismantle the guns. A s the position was being used for a medical dressing station
and the road was blocked with troops, the howitzers could not be blown up, but
the cartridges were placed inside the carriages and burnt, and breech screws and
gears damaged. The party then withdrew.
A s it turned out, there was no need .for. the withdrawal. The action of the
29th Division ahead. and of the Guards Division to the right rear at Gouzeaucourt,
incidentally saved the Australian guns from capture, although the enemy was close
to the forward position. By Dec. 14 the last gun was retrieved by parties under
Lieut. Dobson.
111 The division reached Gamaches on Nov. 13. was ordered to PCronne on Dec. 3,
and left on the 5th. I t arrived at Haut Allaines next day.
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had already given it nearly double the time originally required
by the German Admiralty. By December success through this
means was almost hopeless ; the new ship construction of the
Allies and neutrals was almost replacing the losses, and by
the second quarter of 1918 it exceeded them. Had it not
been for the bending of most of the Allies under the war strain,
the outlook of the German leaders would for several months
past have been desperate. But since April French endurance
had been dangerously overtaxed by Nivelle’s offensive ; the
Italian Army on October 24th had suffered an ominous
breakdown; the Russian Soviet leaders on December 15th,
after nearly a month’s negotiation, secured a n armistice.
While the two latter events chiefly influenced the campaign
of 1918, the condition of the French Army after the Aisne
was the determining factor of the campaign on the Western
Front in 1917. T h e long-drawn-out effort of the British at
Ypres, planned and authorised with other intentions, came to
be, first and foremost, a diversion to keep the Germans
engaged while the French recovered. As long as military
history has its students, they will probably differ over the
question whether that effort was justified. But those who
maintain that the British Army could have played a more or
less passive r6le are out of touch with the realities of that
situation. It is not sufficient to show that French resentment
at British inaction might not have had fatal consequences,
or that the Germans itrigkt not have attacked the French
Army, or that, if relieved by the British on part of its front,
that army might have shattered a German offensive. The
situation was such that Great Britain could not afford to take
a risk. The crises in France and Russia forced the British
Army to play a giant’s part, carrying the main weight of the
war f o r the time being on its shoulders, and suffering whatever
exhaustion might be involved in the process.
The British Cabinet probably grasped as clearly as did
Sir Douglas Haig the fact that, after the mutinies in May,
the French could not play their r81e in the plan agreed on
at Paris on May 4th. It differed from him in its dread of
committing the British Army to the task of maintaining
practically without assistance the offensive on the Western
Front. I t suspected that if sole action by Great Britain was
necessary she might direct her effort more effectively elsewhere
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than against the deep fortifications and dense garrisons of
the Germans in Flanders. The desperate search for an
alternative, however, failed to produce any upon which the
political leaders could agree, and it is unlikely that a careful
student will be attracted by the other courses chiefly favoureda combined offensive either on the Italian or on the Salonica
front. In both of those theatres not only were the natural
difficulties at least equal to those of Flanders, but anything
less than overwhelming success of the Entente could be
watched by the German command almost with indifference.
But in Flanders there could be no question of indifferencethere the Germans were vitally sensitive to every advance o f
even a thousand yards. T i e exertion of all available strength
there would definitely keep the main enemy engaged. Whether
or not it was the best conceivable plan is a matter for speculation, but at least it was certain to be effective. It is to Haig’s
credit that he recognised this and, with Robertson’s support,
induced the War Cabinet to agree to a trial of it in accordance
with the methods laid down by the Paris conference.
The offensive was launched, but step-by-step tactics of the
kind favoured by the more cautious military leaders and by the
Government-aiming only at successes almost mathematically
consequent upon the Allies’ advantages in gun-power’l6-were
not adhered to. Haig’s desire-largely due to the Admiralty’s
urgency-to drive the Germans from the coast, and his belief
that they were weakening, caused him to continue attacking
despite the most unfavourable conditions. A month of
disappointment, fighting of dreadful intensity with meagre
success and great loss, reminiscent of the Somme, finally
alienated the previously reluctant support of the Prime
Minister and of many others. From August onwards they
would have liked to stop the operations. But Haig’s position
with the army and nation was so strong that he fought his
offensive through to the end, even in the winter mud of
Flanders, securing reinforcements by combing out the troops
in France when he could not obtain sufficient drafts from
England. The fact that more than half the fighting was in
the wet caused this battle to be remembered with more
detestation than any in which British troops ever took part.
General Gough-though. after Mouquet Farm and Bullecourt,
“‘And in ammunition supply. The Allies in the West then had nearly 4 guns
to every 3 German guns. but the German guns were heavier.
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he was credited by Australians with the initiation of every
unpopular action of the Higher Command-was against its
continuance. The Prime Minister was seeking a pretext to
put an end to it. But Haig and Robertson, standing,
immovable as two grim Covenanters, for a stern article of
their military faith, persisted and carried the British Empire
with them.
And, when it comes to summing up all the criticism, the
consideration which must f a r outweigh all others is that, in
its main object, the offensive succeeded. Even if less costly
methods might have sufficed, that fact remains. The Germans
were placed under intense strain, and could not attack the
French: P6tain was enabled to ‘(wait for the Americans and
the tanks.” True to tradition, the British, in a time of confusion, quietly picked up the burden from the flagging Allies,
and steadily carried it until others were again able to assist.
German historians state all this as unequivocally as many of
the British. The German official monograph affirms :lla
There remained to the Allies as their one positive gain from the
Flanders Battle the certainty that, by tying down the Germans under
intensely severe strain, they survived the crisis which arose in the
interval between the breakdown of Russia, the onset of the unlimited
submarine campaign, and the reverse of the French in April, on the
one side, and, on the other, the hoped-for time when American help
would begin t o be effective. I n the year 1918 it turned out that this
success definitely contributed to the result that the war ended in favour
of the Allies, but when the Flanders Battle broke off they had no
. .
inducement to look upon it as decisive.

.

General von Kuhl says : 11’
There can be no doubt to-day . . . that, in point of fact,
English stubbornness bridged over the crisis in France. . .
The help
which England brought to the cause of the Entente was compensated
by the result.

.

Haig, therefore, even in the judgment of his opponents,
achieved his main object. Of the pursuit of his second aimthat of wearing them down-it can also be said that, at least
during the phase experienced by the Anzac forces, his tactics
were infinitely more suitable than those employed on the
Somme in 1916, when ‘( wearing-down operations ” were
sometimes a dreadful chain of local attacks, but more often
merely another name for defeated attempts to break through.
The wearing-down methods of the second stage of Third
~ ‘ 8 S r h l a e h t mder W t l t Krirges, Vol. 27 (Flanderu, 1 9 1 7 ) , p. 141.
21f Der Weltkrirg, 1914-1918.
Vol. 2. p. 126.
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Ypres were the product of lucid thought, a world removed
from those loosely-devised strokes. Whether or not the
lucidity was Haig’s, he is entitled to the credit of having
adopted the process.llS It is true that attrition, as he seems
to have conceived it, was a bludgeoning process, repellent to
many agile minds, but by ingenuity it could be made terribly
effective. If Haig was still hitting the Germans where they
were strongest, he was, on September 20th and 26th and
October 4th, employing methods carefully devised to crush
their strength with the least possible reduction of his own.
Here were no more assaults on narrow fronts, no wasting
of strength in nightmare series of local operations, but clean,
wide attacks undertaken only when the infantry was fresh
and well-protected by an overpowering artillery, and success
therefore practically certain. The system had one principal
defect-the limited advance never quite reached the mass of
the enemy’s artillery, which, though temporarily dislocated,
was able to retire and carry on the fight at the next stage;
and more economy of life would have been attained by
abandoning the precaution, unnecessary in fine weather, of
holding in force the rearward positions. But how welcome
were the tactics of Ypres after the experiences of Pozieres,
Fromelles, Flers, and B ~ l l e c o ~ r t many
, ’ ~ ~ recorded comments
of Australian soldiers bear witness. It is not surprising to
learn that-although the balance of loss was still strongly
against the British-the methods of Ypres were considerably
less expensive to attacker, and more expensive to the attacked,
than were those of the Somme.
Whatever its cost to the British-and
this will presently
be considered-Haig’s
offensive helped to wear down his
opponents. General von Kuhl writes :
On this point Field Marshal Haig was right in his judgment-even

if he did not break through the German front, the Flanders Battle
wore down the German strength to a degree at which the damage could
no longer be repaired. The German sword, heretofore sharp, was
blunted.

Ludendorff says : I z 0
The troops had borne the continuous defensive with extreme difficulty. Skulkers were already numerous. They reappeared as soon as
the battle was over, and it had become quite common for divisions
Such methods were sometimes called “ Petain tactics,” but see p. 944, footnote.
l”Al1 of these except Flers were also fought in fine weather.
M y War Memories, Vol. I I . ). 542.
lo
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which came out of action with desperately low effectives to be considerably stronger after only a few days. Against the weight of the
enemy’s material, the troops no longer displayed their old stubbornness.

The German official monograph states that “neither the
Somme nor the Arras Battle could compare in dreadfulness ”
with this battle in Flanders. “ No battle in the war,” it says
again, “ was so bloody . . , if one considers the duration
of the fighting and the width of the front.” Apart from the
vast loss of men-which, with her smaller reserves, and
America coming in, Germany could afford less well than her
opponents-the
sense of powerlessness against the everincreasing armaments of the Entente had its effect upon her
troops. Eighty-six of the best German divisions took part,
and their quality was never again the same.
In his third aim, to drive the Germans from the coast,
Haig failed completely, and in the opinion of several great
soldiers this object was never attainable. Foch asked Sir
Henry Wilson why Haig wanted to go on this duck’s march ”
in Flanders. Even Sir William Robertson, who served Haig
as a rock of support against the doubts of the Government,
lost confidence in his strategic design. The danger to any
section of the Allied forces, whose leader, with necessarily
limited knowledge, endeavoured to achieve a decision singlehanded, was obvious.
Yet in the minds of many who took part in the step-by-step
campaign of September and early October there will always
remain a conviction that, if the weather had afterwards
favoured Haig as much as it actually fought against him,
those sure tactics might have led to a great strategic achievement ; at Broodseinde he stood upon the brink of it. There is
no doubt that, so long as the step-by-step principle was rigidly
adhered to, Haig’s success in both wearing down his enemy
and moving towards his strategical goal was very great.121
His true conception-that in this area a wearing-down process
might incidentally secure great strategic results-gave a keen
motive to his army, and vigour to the whole campaign. It
((

=‘The peculiar outlook of German historians of the war will not allow them
to admit total military failure. By assuming a n intention on Haig’s part to break
through, they make it appear that each British advance ended in a repulse. Yet
Haig’s orders have long since been known to the world. and honest study would
have shown that the line gained on Sept. 20 and 26 and Oct J was in each case
(except for unimportant divergences) the objective set in those orders. and was
attained by completely victorious troops, who were neither intended nor permitted
to go farther.
Whether Ludendorffs reversion to a still lighter tenure of the
forward zone would have proved a n effective answer to the step-by-step method is
doubtful. It did not defeat the Canadians.
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is true that, in the autumn of 1917, even the capture of the
Belgian coast would have lost much of its anticipated effect
on the German outlook; the collapse of Russia had opened a
new vista. But the shaking of the German position in
Flanders by three more successes similar to those of the
step-by-step campaign would, at the least, have had powerful
reactions.
The charge against Haig’s plan and conduct of operations
is, not that they were ineffective-his strongest critics admit
that they had considerable result-but
that they were
enormously expensive. The official compilation-Statistics of
the Military Effort of the British Eiitpire dicrittg the Greaf
lVar-gives the total casualties for the whole sector of the
B.E.F. in the Third Ypres and the Cambrai offensives, and
those of the Sommc Battle, 1916, as follows:Third Ypres (1917)
Somme (1916)
and Cambrai
British
..
448,614
..
48 1,842
German
.. 270,710
..
236,I93
It has been established that the discrepancy between the
casualties of the two sides was not so great as appears in
this table;122but, even if the British figure cited was ten per
cent too high and the German thirty per cent too low, the
British would still be shown to have lost at Ypres and Cambrai
52,000 more men than the Germans. Yet Haig throughout
believed that the balance was the other way. In his despatch
after the attack of July 31st, he advised the Government of
his opinion that the Gernian casualties exceeded the British
“ not improbably by a hundred per cent.”
In his fiJial despatch
he affirmed it to be “ certain that the enemy’s loss considerably
exceeded ours.” In these estimates and in his conviction
that his opponents’ morale was near breaking point, he was
tragically misled by the optimism of his intelligence staff . l z 8
Here, as with the Sonime offensive, it is incredible that he
would have persisted without a most searching revision of
1+1 The investigations of the British Official Historian have shown that the official
figures for the British loss on the Somme are too high, and the German authorities
have found that their original figures were too low. See Milrtary Operatronr,
France and Belgium 1916, Vol. I . pp 406-7.
1 1 The German loss on the British front Jan -Nov. 1917 was estimated at 995.620.
The same method of calculation would mahe the loss at Ypres and Camhrai 514,220
Brig.-Gen Charteris. however, has stated that Haig sometimes went beyond his
conclusions
Haig also seems to have over-estimated the effect of one hlow on the
tro?ps opposing the next
The Germans were always able to relieve exhausted
divisions.
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his methods, or that the British Government would have
allowed him to do so, if the true incidence of the loss had
been known.
What else could Haig have reasonably attempted? The
Cambrai o f f e n s i v e a n experiment which was urged upon him
by more imaginative men, and which he permitted only
after considerable resistance-shows
one means that could
undoubtedly have been better and earlier used. Cambrai
proved that, contrary to his belief, the most powerful
instrument of victory, surprise, by which alone could great
results be cheaply secured, lay ready to his hand. But there
were limits to the possible use of that method in 1917.
Nearly all the tanks of the B.E.F. were employed at Cambrai ;
their efficiency was not as great as in 1918; and the ease
with which surprise was effected was not unrelated to the
concentration of the enemy's attention and forces at Ypres.
Moreover, it is at least arguable that the ultimate victory of
the Entente was assisted by the circumstance that, before
their final blows in 1918, tanks were only once employed
with impressive success. What course then could Haig
usefully adopt other than that which he did?
Some at least of those who were present at these
operations will find an answer in Rawlinson's and Davidson's
memoranda on the step-by-step method. When the battle
began, granted fair weather, there was ample time to achieve
by that method even Haig's most extensive aims. And, when
the weather broke, a decision to attack only when conditions
were favourable would still have kept the Germans employed.
It would have brought all the strategic results that were
actually attained; would have robbed the Germans of any
consolation from successful resistance ; and would have spared
Haig's own troops from calamitous loss and maintained them
in abounding spirits. Even Lloyd George might have been
reconciled to the pursuance of " PBtain tactic^."'^' Difficult
as was the situation of the French, it was not such as to
force Haig to incur defeats by continuing his pressure in
unsuitable weather. And, had he not done so, the chief
horrors of Third Ypres would have been suffered only by
W Llovd Georne on several occasions desired to exolore the Dossihilities of " PCtain
tactics"- which appear to have been indistinguishable Cram 'the step-by-step tactics
of the' British staff and indeed, had a common parentage
See )p 540-53, also
Soldiers and Stateimm,' Vol. 11. p p . 242 and 245; and Callwell's Fdd-niorshal
Sir Henry Wilson. Vol. 11. p . 41.
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his opponents, and the balance of loss would have been more
favourable to the Entente.
It may, however, be doubted whether the logical perfection
of this process appealed to Haig as forcibly as to more precise
minds. His instinct to hold on with his fangs into the enemy
swayed him far more strongly than any syllogism. H e
continued his offensive in weather in which the basic conditions
for the step-by-step method were but doubtfully secured, and
when its certainty of success had vanished. In the rains of
August and October, he attacked when his guns could neither
subdue the enemy's artillery nor screen their own infantry,
and when the infantry could not retain its freshness. In
the costly and depressing defeats that resulted, he threw away
much of the advantage, material and moral, of his previous
victories. How far the ratio of the British loss to that of
the Germans was affected, it is impossible to determine; but
that it was increased is certain.
All available evidence tends to show that, in so departing
from his certain method, Haig's motive was to profit by the
supposed deterioration of the enemy, and to secure definitely
strategic results. At least this was the case on October 9th
and 12th when, despite the adverse weather, preparation was
shorter and the objective deeper than before. Haig's policy
of "wear down the enemy but at the same time have an
objective "laa may have led to loose thinking. The criticism
of his Flanders tactics most difficult to rebut is, that he did
not consistently make the pursuit of his strategical aim
dependent upon the adoption of the only method, which, in
that terrain, rendered his objects attainable at reasonable cost.
It is only fair to the British Cabinet to point out that this,
according to Sir William Robertson, was, in effect, what it
demanded of hini.
The final-mainly Canadian-perations
against Passchendaele form a phase distinct from the rest of the campaign,
having a modified aim. Haig still desired to tie down the
enemy, but he had abandoned his larger strategic design, and
was merely endeavouring to secure a tenable position on the
ridge. The extreme difficulties of attacking in the wet were
this time carefully met by shortening the advances and
lengthening the preparation. As a diversion, these operations
See footnote 24 on 9. 697.
45
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completely achieved their object, although the effort to attain
a defensible position failed. Whether the prolongation of
the offensive in the autumn mud was justified by its general
influence on the war, is a question germane to the Canadian
history.
Critics have tended to deal with Third Ypres as a whole,
dismissing it a s a tragic effort in the mud. But if such a
critic had met some Anzac unit coming out of the line on
October 5th, in bouncing spirits after repeated immersions
in the battle, he would have recogriised that the operation
could not be adequately dealt with by one sweep of his pen.
Probably a fair judgment of Haig's leadership in the whole
battle is-that
his determination and loyalty to the general
cause ensured the bridging of the most dangerous gap in the
effort of the Entente; that he wore down his enemy, though
not so quickly as he believed or intended; and that his thrust
might, with favourable weather, have attained strategic success ;
but that the immense cost at which these results were secured
could have been much diminished if G.H.Q. had been more
closely in touch with the conditions of the battlefield, and
Haig's methods more consistently adapted to them.lZ6
The gravity of the British loss is not easily exaggerated.
The gradual elimination of the glorious material that had
crowded the camps in ~grq-~g-and especially of the officerswas, though at first almost imperceptibly, to have its sure
effect. Moreover, the reservoir on which Haig was drawing
was not limitless ; after his gigantic seasonal drafts upon it500,000 on the Somme, 400,000 at Ypres-the bottom was
all too clearly in sight. When in the near future he pressed
for still more men, the War Cabinet felt, not without reason,
that, if given another IOO,OOO, he would stake them to gain
the next shell-shattered hilltop; he would use up all he had,
and his side would not be appreciably nearer to victory. To
political leaders, forced to accept his plans but shocked with
the result, the obvious moral was: " Keep back the men."
For the Australian force, in spite of the events after
October sth, which give a sinister colour to all memories of
Passchendaele. the Third Battle of Ypres was in the main a
successful offensive, at one stage brilliantly so. The loss was
criticism cannot be dismissed as mere wisdom after the event. The
Instead of
relying on the known advantages of the Allies. was hitterly criticised before the
events, and its results were fully foreseen
"'buch

policy of. from time to time, handing the advantage to the enemy
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heavy, on an average 7,300 for each Australian division. But
this figure is lower by 700 than the corresponding one for
the first inset on the Somnie, 1 9 1 6 , and
~ ~ ~far more had been
effected, with less agony to those who achieved it. With the
exception of parts of the 2nd and 3rd Divisions after the
Passchendaele fighting, the infantry never came out of action
in the condition in which it had issued from PoziEres and
Flers ; each of the three first steps left it with an ample reserve
of strength in hatid.
The Australian
force in France
was employed this
year more effectively than in 1916.
I t may fairly be
likened to an actor
who, in a large cast,
plays almost always
a prominent part.
The history of four
great episodes-the
German withdrawal
on the British
rant, a n d t h e
The advance at Ypres, Jirly 31 fa N w . 10. The
Battles of Bulleground won by the two Anzac corps IJ hachured.
court, Messities, and
Third Ypres-could not be adequately written without a study
of the Australian part in them. I n the last the six Anzac
divisions, as subsequently the four Canadian, were definitely
used in the main series of operations, and their effectiveness,
which was acknowledged, was attributed by British leaders
to the circumstance that most colonial units remained continuously under the same corps commanders and staffs, and
were composed throughout of similar personnel.
Staff
documents of this time refer to them and to certain others
as " homogeneous corps " ; there was a tendency to regard
such corps as having a distinct advantage over others for
lP'Acco~ding to the corrected figurcs of 3rd Echelon. the total casualties were:
A.I.F. on Western Front, 31 J u ~ Y - Nov.
I~
1917 38,093. I z 3 4 & 5 Aust.
Divns. (same period), 36,543.
(This c l o ~ e l y ag'rees with ;he' SiatiStlCJ of the
dfrlrtory E f o r t . pp 263-4 The figures for ao Sept.-ir Dec. on p. 326 of that work,
and those cited by Rt. Hon. W. S. Churchdl in Parliament on 3 Mar. 1919, seem
to represent I Anzac casualties o n l y ) The 3rd Echelon figure for the casualties
of the I z , & 4 Divns. 16 July-6 Sept.. 1 9 1 6 I S 24,237. The figures in Vol. I l l
(pp. 86;-3) are from G:H.Q. records, and ma; be less accurate.
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achieving efficiency, and their employment for particular tasks
was increasingly influenced by this consideration. Of the
fighting in this difficult year, the Australian infantry had been
allotted no more than other tried, hard-fighting troops of the
British Army ; but, as every “ dominion ” division came within
that category, the result-entirely
unintended, and even
unrealized, by G.H.Q.-was that, in general, beyond any question, the fighting now fell more fully upon them than on the
British. During this year the infantry of the British divisions
suffered, in proportion to their strength at the end of it, 88
per cent of casualties, the New Zealand 95, the Australian
97, and the Canadian 103. Haig’s opinion of the Australian
soldier is well attested ; I z 8 in effect, G.H.Q was tending to use
all oversea divisions, along with a large number of the British
as shock troops ; and the Australian infantryman, so
far as he was concerned, was fully agreeable, provided that
he received the rest which such employment necessitated, and
which was given in so generous a measure to I Anzac both
before and after the Flanders offensive.
Whether the losses of the Australian infantry would allow
it to continue playing an important rble was another matter.
Coming on top of diminished recruiting in Australia, the
casualties at Ypres furnished an acute problem for the A.I.F.
Just when the divisions had reached a special pitch of
effectiveness, the stream of reinforcements for them was
drying at the source. The Somme battle in 1916 had been
followed in Australia by the first referendum on conscription,
and now, on the 8th of November, 1917, after hearing of
the drastic measures necessary to keep the divisions up to
strength,lS0 the Australian Prime Minister announced the
Government’s decision to take a second referendum.
Meanwhile those divisions, resting on a quiet front,
depended for their reinforcement largely on the return of sick
and wounded men. There was some reason to fear that the
A.I.F. had passed its zenith of achievement, and would have
to face the- fighting of 1918 in weaker numbers and with
overstrained and inelastic material.
1 s H e told Birdwood that, when the Duke of Connaught showed surprise at his
opinion that I Anzac were aniong the best dlsrlplined h o p s in the D.E.F., he had
rejoined: ‘‘ \\‘hen they are ordered to attack they always do so.”
‘”Tnking the same method of comparison losses exceeding 1 0 0 per cent were
suffered hy 16 (nut n f < z ) nritish divisions. Hnd 5 (out of T O ) oversea ones The
12th ?nd 20th British Divisions actuallv lost I < J per cent, the 3rd Australian 135,
qth Canadian 128. 3rd British raI. 15th Scottish and 4th Australian 116.
SaoThese arc described in Vol. V . (chap. i).

