C H A P T E R XVIl
SECOND

VILLERS-BRETONNEUX-( 11) THE
COUNTER-ATTACL

A s soon as the news that Villers-Bretonneux was lost reached
the higher headquarters, orders showered down for its
inmediate recapture.
As often happened,
Plan Of
the
lokver
commander
had
usually issued his
counter-attack
order before that from Ills superior arrived.
‘The order from General Foch, for example, came about
midday,‘ but General Rawlinson had already taken the vital
measures. At 9 30 a m , as soon as he was informed of the
loss of Villers-Bretontieu>c. he ordered the nearest Australian
reserve brigade-the 13tl1,~billetted at Querrieu, Pont Noyelles,
and Daours, north of the Somnie as Army Reserve-to march
south at once to the 111 Corps, “ tc assist in the recapture of
Villers-Bretonneits, which u as imperative for the security
of An~iens.’’~ Like Elliott’s, this brigade had early that
morning been ordered to be ready to move, but some hours
later had been informed
that no German attack
had followed the bonibardment. I t was now
at first directed to
Laniotte-BrebiPre,
on
the Sonitne opposite
Glisy,
where
were
Headquarters of the
8th Division. but the
destination was alniost
immediately changed to
Blnngy-Tronville,
the
next village up-river,
through which the route
was shorter. At 10.40
See Frrririr O p r r a l Htstory, Tome k.I, t’d 1. P 4 0 0 .
It had been at Corbie acting a s reserve for
Relnnglng to the 4th Division.
guardinz the Somice crossings (under 3rd Division) but on April z z became
Army Rcserve
3Tlle zqllotatinn 15 froin the war diary of the 111 Corps General Staff.
1
2

568

24th Apr., 19181 SECOND VILLERS-BRETONNEUX

569

General Butler promised the brigade to General Heneker.
One of its four battalions must take the place of the z m d
Durham Light Infantry (Pioneers), which- had just been
ordered to advance from the reserve line and support Colonel
Hill. The other three might be used for counter-attack.
General Glasgow's battalions were warned at 9.40 ; packs
and blankets were at once stored, and at I O 15 the order issued
to march at 11.15.
Ten minutes later the rear battalions
were heading down the pretty valley of the Hallue on the
eight-mile journey that was to end near Bois I'Abb6.
General lCa\vlinson-as indeed he was bound to do if he
was to retain Haig's confidence-insisted
throughout that
Villers-Bretonneux must be retaken that night at the latest ;
and at 11.30, while the counter-attack by the Sherwood
Foresters was still undelivered, he directed that General
Heneker should get touch with General Hobbs of the 5th
Australian Division with a view to arranging a double counterstroke. north and south of the town, to take place at 2 o'clock.'
The I11 Corps had previously stopped Elliott's preparations
by the intimation that the 8th Division itself would undertake the attack on both sides of the town; Hobbs had also
offered some hours before to attack the town, if desired, with
the two reserve battalions of the 14th Brigade, which were
closer to it than the 15th Brigade. Heneker, however, was
impressed by the advice previously received from BrigadierGeneral Coffin (25th Brigade) that on the open plateau north
of the town any attempt to advance in daylight with hurried
artillery preparation would result only in very heavy loss
On the other hand Heneker believed that, the moon being full,
the attempt might be successfully made at night. H e accordingly
pressed the postponement on General Butler, who agreed.
By this time it was understood that the efforts of the 8th
Division to counter-attack, which had dwindled to the attemp:
by the Sherwood Foresters, had failed.
I t was therefore
urgent to arrange the night attack. General Hobbs, fuming
at the apparent delay in taking adequate steps, telephoned to
General Birdwood impressing him with the need for urgent
action. At 2.50 Hobhs was again rung up by General Butler,
~

Rawlinson told Foch that a counter-attack would be launched at that hour.
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who told him that a request was being made for the help of
the 5th Australian Division in an operation to be undertaken
Ly the 8th Division. Hobbs at once warned Elliott to move
the 15th Brigade to a position of readiness in tlie valley northwest of Villers-Bretonneux. A t 3 o’clock Hobbs was informed
that his division was being placed under the I11 Corps for
the forthcoming operation. Ten minutes later he telephoned
to General Butler his suggestion as to tlie way in which his
division should assist the 8th. H e proposed to strike with
three battalions of the 15th Brigade in a south-easterly
direction past the northern side of Villers-Eretonneux (that
is, in accordance with Elliott’s general plan).
The troops are now well on the way (he added).& Can I give
definite orders to the Brigadier? Will the 8th Division attack along
the railway from west to east? Anyway, I will get our people
assembled in 24 Central (the valley north of the town).

Although Hobbs could for the moment obtain no answer
to his questions, the main plan for the forthcoming counterattack had long since been determined-probably it was settled
at I I .30, when Rawlinson directed that the 5th Division should
be asked to assist the 8th.
The liaison officer of the 5th
-4ustralian Division at Heneker’s headquarters has stated that
Heneker’s chief staff oflicer, Lieutenant-Colonel Armitage,e
made the suggestion which was then put forward, that the
attack should I>e launched by two brigades, one on each side
of the town, ignoring the town itself and meeting beyond it.
Probably the same plan-a
common and fairly obvious one
for attacks on villages and small towns-had suggested itself
to most of the commanders and staffs conccmed ; indeed Elliott
had all day been itching to carry out his own similar plan.
Whoever macle the suggestion, General Rawlinson not only
approved of it, but explained to Butler on the telephone precisely how he wished the attack to be done, and sent a member
of his own staff, Lieutenant-Colonel B e d d i n ~ t o n to
, ~ Heneker’s
~

In this statement Hobbs was wrong (as will be seen). The conversation is
quoted from a note taken at the time
6 Lieut -Gem Sir Clement Armitage. K C E , C hf G , D S 0 , p s c G S 0 ( 3 ) , 14th
D i r i i . 191$/16, C.S.0
( z ) , G H Q , inib, G S O . ( I ) , 1 9 1 7 ; C.5.U ( I ) , 8th
Uivn , 1918; Commandant, Staff College, Carnberley, 1934/36.
Of Honley,
Yorkshire. b. Huddersficld. Yorks.. 1 2 Dec.. ISSI.
* Lieut.-Col. E H. L..Beddington. CAI G , D.S.O. M C , p.sc.; 16th Lancers.
C.S.0 ( 3 ) , 2nd Cav. Divn., 1914; C S . 0 . ( 2 ) . Indian Cav. Corps, France, 191s.
and Cav. Divn., 1916, Fifth Army, 1916; C S 0. ( I ) . 8th D i v n . 1916/17. Fifth
Army. 1 9 1 7 / 1 8 , Fourth Army, 1 9 1 8 / 1 g . Of Much Hadham, Hertfordhre; b.
London, 7 Jan., 1884.
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headquarters to see that there should be no mistake in this.
Both Rawliiison and Haig tried to get from the French the
assistance of the French Moroccan Division, which was in
reserve behind the British right. General Debeney promised
this, if the counter-attack could be postponed for a day, but
Rawlinson was determined that the blow should fall before
the Germans had settled into their new positions.
It has been seen that General Hobbs could at first obtain
no information as to the 8th Division’s part in the plan.
Finally, at 3.30, he rang up Heneker, who said that the 8th
Division’s attack would be made south of the town, and that
the attacking forces were to meet on the farther side. Heneker
added the expected but exciting information that, for its part
in the operation, the Sth Division would be using the 13th
Australian Brigade. “ Z e r o ” hour would be 9 p m . As to
the time, Hobbs, being by no means certain that the 15th
Brigade could successf idly attack in the dark, telephoned to
General Butler, who replied that the hour would probably
be 8. Hobbs then rang up Elliott, who said he was glad to
have the 13th Brigade on his right. H e was ready to attack
by moonlight, and would prefer to do so without artillery
preparation.
The reason for General Heneker’s delay in furnishing
details of his intentions probably was that the 13th Australian
Brigade, which was to make the attack for him, had never
seen the ground, and its commander, Brigadier-General
Glasgow, insisted upon gaining a clear notion of the situation,
and completely satisfying himself as to the plans, before he
undertook an operation of such extraordinary difficulty as
a deep night attack over terrain unknown to himself or his
troops.
Many of the leaders who by 1918 had won their
way to coninland Australian brigades and divisions-Monash.
Elliott, Brand, Gellibrand, Rosenthal, Smith, and Glasgowwere men of powerful personality: but Glasgow was the
strongest of them all. An Australian counterpart of the best
type of English country gentleman, transparent as his own
Queensland sky, but rugged as the Queensland hills, he was
slow and even shy in giving his opinion; but when he spoke,
his good sense, force of will, and honesty of purpose carried
their way in councils of war as they did years afterwards in
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the Federal Cabinet.
On his being ordered to report to
General Heneker at Glisy (on the Soninie flats a mile west
of Blangy-Tronville) , General Monash lent him a car and
shortly before noon he arrived there.
Heneker told him
that Villers-Bretonneux had fallen ; that the Germans were
in Bois d’Aquenne and possibly in Cachy, h i t that the reserve
line, Gentelles-Aubigny, was intact.
After dropping one
battalion at this line, north of the wood, he must take the
other three on to the Bois de Blangy (the western outlier of
the Bois 1’AbbQ). There, he said, they would probably be
used for counter-attack, but it was also possible that they
tnight be attacked there. Glasgow, for whom the vital matter
was to settle upon a safe
starting line of the probable counter-attack, now
asked if the Cachy Switch
and the Bois 1’AbbB were
held by the British. “ W e
have troops through the
wood here,” replied Heneker, pointing to the map,
“ a n d here-and
others in
Cachy Switch here-but
of course the situation is
changing from moment to
moment.
I can’t be sure
of it.” Glasgow recognised
that Heneker could not tell him what he wanted to know, and
decided to act for himself. “ Oh, I can easily find out about
that, Sir,” he said. “I’ll go up there myself and come back
and see you.”
H e left at once, and, sending his intelligence oflicer,
Captain Clark,8 back to meet the battalions and give their
comtnanders verbal orders as to their destinations and probable
task, he and his brigade-major and inseparable companion,
Major Roy Morel!, drove to Blangy Wood, near which, under
a high railway bridge in the fields, were headquarters of the
zgrd and 24th Brigades. Here were the two brigadiers,

-

Capt. T. G . Clark, M C.; 50th Bn.
6 April, 1896.
8

Student, of Norwood, S Aust

,

b. Norwood,
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Haiga and Grogan, both of whom had for ten hours been
bearing the heaviest strain of this crucial day. Four weeks
later Brigadier-General Grogan won the Victoria Cross for
magnificent personal leadership when his brigade was again
attacked, on the French front.
This day, both he and his
colleague were well-nigh exhausted, but at that moment there
came in a staff officer, “ a younger man,” said Glasgow afterwards, describing the incident, “ one of those effcient young
English Regular Army officers-you
know the type.
He
came in wringing the sweat from his forehead as he took off
his tin hat, but perfectly collected and competent. ‘Here’s
the man I want,’ I said, and took him aside. ‘You may be
able to tell me-I
want to know if you have troops in this
Cachy Switch, south of the wood? Have you been up there?’
‘Yes, I have just come back from there.’ ‘Are your men
in it?’ ‘ Yes.’ ‘ Can I be certain they’ll hold?’ ‘ Yes, I’m
sure they will.’ ‘ Well, how about this trench through the
wood? Are you there?’ ‘ Yes, there are a lot of men in it.’
‘Will they hold?’ ‘ I feel sure they will.’ ‘Well, I want
you to get someone through to them to tell them to hang
whatever they do. There‘ll be troops up to theni in two
hours’ time.’ ”
Glasgow returned at once to Glisy, and as he came over
the last rise looking down to Blangy-Tronville and the new
bridges made by the Australian engineers across the Sonime,
there was the head of his brigade just crossing the river.
The battalions contained a large proportion of young recruits
recently received to make good the losses of Dernancourt,
but they were marching full of confidence, helmets cocked,
cigarettes in mouths.
Another Australian who saw them
noted :
Passed at Noyelles our 5rst Battalion-very
grand.

strong and looking

“ Poor
chaps,” thought Glasgow.
“They’re in for a
tougher time than they realise.”
H e now saw the battalion
commanders personally and told them that they would probably have to attack, and where.
They moved on in artillery
~

~~

0 Brig -Gen R. C. Haig. D S 0 : 16th Lancers.
Commanded, 2nd Bn , Berkshire
R c g t , 1 9 1 6 / 1 7 ; 24th I n f . B d e , 1 9 7 7 / 1 8 .
Officer of British Regular Army; of
Sunningdale, Berkshire, Eng.; b. Kensington. London, I F e b , 1573.
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formation across the Somme flats, a German airman following
them closely for part of the way, and firing at them ineffectually
with his machine-gun.
The history of the 478th I.R. says that German airmen came back
with the report that they had seen columns of all arms on the move
towards the scene of action.

It was 2.30 when General Glasgow returned to General
Heneker at Glisy. and resumed the conference upon the plans.
H e told Heneker that he had decided to start from a northsouth line-said to be clear of the enemy-between the wood
and Cachy village, and to attack eastwards, south of the wood,
and past the south of Villers-Bretonneux.
(‘ But you can’t
do that,” was the reply.
“ T h e corps commander says the
attack is to be made from Cachy.”
“ W h y , it’s
Glasgow said he could not do it that way.
against all the teaching of your own army, Sir, to attack
across the enemy’s front.
They’d get hell from the right.’’
Attacking eastwards he would have his right protected and
could do something to protect his left by dropping troops as
he advanced, to deal with the wood. ‘ I Tell us what you want
us to do, Sir,’) he said, “but you must let us do it our own
way.” It was therefore settled that the attack should be made
as he desired. H e preferred to have no preliminary bonihardment or creeping barrage, which would merely give warning
of the attack and could not be effective since the German
positions were unknown, and many of the British guns had
retired and had not yet shot themselves in.
The artillery
would, however, assist during the advance by bombarding
Villers-Bretonneux, the railway, and the hlonument for an
hour after the start, and then, lifting its fire to a line well
beyond that of the old British front. A brigade (54th) lent
by the 18th Division to the 58th would be advancing on
Glasgow’s right. On his left, after ignoring Villers-Bretonneux
and passing the Monument, his brigade would meet the 15th
Australian Brigade which would have advanced past the north
of the town-the meeting point to be at the old British front
line 600 yards north of the railway.
The Germans in the
town and the Bois d’Aquenne would thus be cut off, but
would be “ mopped up ’) by two battalions of the 8th Division
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lent to the Australian brigadiers for the purpose-the 2nd
Northamptonshire to Glasgow, and the 22nd Durham Light
Infantry (Pioneers) to Elliott.
As Glasgow was leaving
he asked: “ What about the
time? You must co-ordinate
that, Sir.” On being asked
what time he proposed, he
said 10.30. Heneker replied
that this would not do-could
he start at 8 ? On Glasgow
pointing out that at -this
hour the light would be too
clear-indeed
only a few
minutes past sunset-Heneker
again mentioned the corps
commander, who “ wished it done at 8.”
“ If it was God Almighty who gave the order, we couldn’t
do it in daylight,” burst out Glasgow. “ Here is your artillery
largely out of action and the enemy with all his guns in
position.”
Heneker said that all the other troops would be ready at
8, but he referred the matter to General Butler; and, after
Glasgow had been asked successively whether 8.30, 9, or 9.30
would suit him, he eventually agreed to meet the corps commander’s view to the extent of conceding half-an-hour and
attacking a t IO.
As it was then four o’clock, Glasgow asked for a car to
be sent to fetch his battalion commanders and LieutenantColonel Lathamyo of the and Northampton to meet him at
Glisy. Meanwhile a few maps, roughly printed by 111 Corps
but accurate and up-to-date, were obtained, and the battalion
boundaries and objectives marked on them. Glasgow issued
these to his battalion commanders-one map marked for each
battalion-and explained that he would attack eastwards with
two battalions in the front line-~2nd on right, 5Ist next to
the wood-and the 50th following close behind. They were
to ignore both wood and village, the 51st going 4,000 yards
loLieut.-Col S G . Latham, D.S.O. M C.
Commanded and Bn.. Northants
Rwt , 1917/18 Works. manager; b. Kemp Town, Sussex, Eng.. a4 April, 1872
Killed in action, 2 5 April, 1918
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straight to the old line beyond the Monument, the 52nd
dropping its companies south of the Monument where the
line swung back. The 50th would stop 1,000 yards behind
them, just beyond the hlonument. The 2nd Northants, after
passing the Bois d'Aquenne, would attack Villers-Bretonneux
from the south-west
and clear the southern
half of it-the ~ 2 n d
Durham Light Infantry would
be
carrying out a similar
service for the 15th
Brigade
in
the
northern half. Juniping-off tapes were
to be laid at once
by the intelligence
officers of the brigade and battalions. As the battalion commanders departed, a copy of Glasgow's brief written order was
handed to each of them.
One precaution was particularly
stressed : the colonels of the two leading battalions must keep
close touch with one another. They arranged to move each
on the inner flank of his troops, and to meet at four points
during the advance-wherever the troops crossed a road or
other easily recognised landmark. Their headquarters were
eventually to be established together in the dip beyond Cachy
Switch. Following the same principle, when his subordinates
left at 7.5 p.m. to motor back to their battalions, Glasgow went
to Blangy-Tronville to establish his headquarters with those
of Elliott.
It was the first opportunity the two brigadiers had obtained
of comparing their plans. Elliott, like Glasgow, had reported
to General Heneker during the afternoon, but what passed at
their conference is not recorded-except that the effect o i
this second strong personality and of Elliott's brusque and
dominant methods seemed rather to over-power the divisional
commander. Elliott had already directed his battalions to
carry out the counter-attack as ordered by himself in the
morning.
This plan, however, was modified upon General

h
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Heneker’s informing General Hol)bs that the 13th Brigade
was not strong enough to retake the front as far north as the
Roman road. Elliott agreed to cover that front donti to 600
yards north of tlie railway, and to this end ordered his third
battalion, the s/’th, to attack round the south of the town and
meet its sister battalions on the far side, where its left was
to join the centre of the 59th, as shown in the niarginal
sketch. This arrangement
was i n accordance with
his cherished scheme : lwt
so many alterations l i d
been niade to that plan
during the day that, realising that his battalion conimanders might I)e confused, he s~iiii~noi~ed
them
to a coni erence-collecting
them, and later sending
them back, in his salvaged French motor-car. On their
arrival he explained his final plan : assenible at Cachy-Fouilloy
road; advance at I O o’clock up the valley north-west of the
town to the first objective (Villers-Bretonneus-Hamelet
road) ; swing forward the left ; advance to the second objective.
as in his original plan, the 57th swinging round the south of
the town and prolonging the line of tlie 59th by establishing
itself on that part of the final objective which lay south of
the Roman road. Precisely what iiistructions Elliott now
gave as to the position of the final objective it is difficult
to ascertain, and on this point there afterwards arose a
difference of opinion which might have had serious results,.
But Elliott’s instructions to the guiding officers of the 56th
were characteristically downright and- definite-they were to
place the attacking troops in the old British outpost’line tlia:
had been lost that morning. H e warned his battalion commanders, however, that junction with the 13th Brigade could
only be ensured by prompt and vigorous patrolling, upon the
necessity of which he was particularly emphatic.
The conference was just breaking up when, about 8 o’clock,
Brigadier-General Glasgow arrived at Elliott’s headquarters
and, learning of Elliott’s plan, at oncc objected that the 57th
41
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be crossing the advance of the two British battalions
which were to “niop up’’ the town, and that in the dark
It would inevitably find itself fighting with them, and possibly
with the 13th Brigade. H e suggested that the 57th should
follow the right flank of the 59th past the north of the town.
and then be used not only for joining the 13th Brigade but
also for mopping u p ” the town from the east. Elliott
saw the force of the objection, and adopted this scheme.
He now told his battalion commanders that the 57th must
pass round the north of the town, tucked behind the right
of the other two battalions. Two of its companies would
then come up on the right of the 59th, and take position
south of the Roman road; the other two would be dropped
in rear to face the town and protect the rear. If all went
well, these two at dawn would clear the Germans from the
eastern end of the town, and then come out to support the
southern end of the front
line. Four machine-guns
from the 14th Company
and four from tlie 25th
Company (A.I.F.), and
two sections of Stokes
mortarsll would accompany the two leading
hattalions
(59th
and
h t h ) . In the 14th Brigade, the 54th Battalion
ilndertook to hold its
Note.-The objectkie is herr shouvr
present line unbroken,
as irndiwtood by 59th Bit. (sce
pb. 606-7).
and tlie 56th, which knew
well the ground to be retaken, sent thirty-two guides-that
is, one to accompany every platoon of the 59th and 60thunder Lieutenants Watt and Threlkeld.lz
These would
acconipany the 15th Brigade throughout the battle, acting
under the general direction of Captain Plomley (who had
heen temporarily in charge of the 56th).
WOll

‘I

11 Of the 15th Aust. Light Trench Mortar Battery.
1’ Lieut
L. K . Threlkeld, 56th Bn. School teacher: of Gundagai. N.S W.:
b. Temora, N.S.W., 16 Feb., 1896.
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It was past 8 when, this conference having ended, the
commanders of Elliott’s battalions got back to their troops
and gave their company commanders the
The main
latest instructions for the attack. Their
counter-attack
liivouacs were near the Somnie banks, two
miles from the assembly position, and so hurried was the
start that in the 57th the commander of the reserve company
had to premise his platoon commanders to instruct them during
the march-there
was no time beforehand. The battalion
commanders of the 13th Brigade had returned to their troops
a little earlier.
From Heneker’s head13thBdgade
quarters they had sent word for their
company commanders to be ready assembled to meet thein,
and to have their companies meanwhile prepared to move.
The battalion intelligence officers also were to have their
scouts ready to go ahead and tape the starting line. All
assembled under the rain-proof sheet of the headquarters of
the 2nd Northamptonshire in Blangy Wood, and by candlelight
Lieutenant-Colonels Christie13 and Whitham of the 51st and
5211d and Latham of the Northants gave their orders while
the seconds-in-command marked maps for their company
commanders. “ I was much impressed by the calmness of
the Australian officers,” wrote Captain Essame,14 the adjutant
of the Northamptonshire, in an account of the battle.
The company commanders had only ten minutes to instruct
their platoon commanders-the march to the starting point
had then to begin. There was no time for reconnaissance;
they had never seen the ground for the attack or the approach,
and moved by map direction alone, each company independently, skirting the south of the wood. Meanwhile the
brigade intelligence officer, Captain Clark, with Lieutenants
Julin (52nd) and Phillips15 (51st) and their eight scouts,
went forward to tape out the starting line, the left of which
was to rest on the southernmost point of Aquenne Wood,
300 yards east of the Cachy-Fouilloy road.
1aLieut Col. R. Christie. D S.O. Commanded Sist Bn., 1g17/19; afterwards
wing commander in R.A.A.F. Member of Aust. Permanent Forces; of Bundaberg.
Q’land; b. Maryborough, Q’land, 5 Aug.. 1883.
1‘ hlajor H.‘Essame, M.C., p.s.c ; 2nd Bn., Northants Regt.
Student; of London;
b. Exeter, Eng., 24 Dec., ISYO.
‘JLieut N. C. Phillips, srst Bn. Labourer; of Damper, W. Aust.; L. hlcningie,
S . Aust., 6 Dec., 1889. Died of wounds, 1 7 May. 1918.
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The hat talion comniaiiders had told the company commanders (as they themselves had been instructed, and as some
records of the higher staff still aver) that the woods on
their left were practically free from the enemy, the British
troops having been told to clear them in the afternoon. They
were therefore to be ignored-the
battalions would make
straight for RIoiiumeiit Wood, which would form a good
direction mark. Flank guides would 1Je tlie woods and valley
close on the left and the Cachy-hlarcelcave road on the right.
As the cross-road immediately in front of the hfonunient had
to be reached by I I o’cloclc, when the artillery would lift
from it, speed was necessary. The front line must push on
at all costs, leaving trenches to be mopped up by the second
line, and all Germans met before reaching the Monument
road would be “ dealt with rapidly.” Repeated five minutes
later by the company commanders for their men, the order
ended-in the words of little Captain “ Billy ” Harburnla of
tlie grst : The Monument is your goal and nothing is to
stop your getting there. Kill every bloody German you see,
we don’t want any prisoners, and God bless you.”
Meanwhile the intelligence officers were at work near the
starting point. It was not dark until 9 o’clock, and they
were surprised to find
theinselves sharply fired
on from the corner of
the wood beyond the
Cacliy - Fouilloy
road
where, according to the
information and maps
received f rani the 8th
Division, it was free of
the enemy. They accordingly asked an N.C.O. of
the 1st Worcestershire,
who with a party of ten
occupied a neighbouring trench, to drive the Germans in a little.
Together with four of the Australian scouts this party lined tlie
edge of the wood, and temporarily suppressed the enemy’s fire.
”

1QCapt. W R Harburn. M C . : gist Bn
b Auburn, N S.W.. 28 Sept , 1895

Bank clerk: of Cottesloe, W. Aust :

24th Apr., 19181 S E C O N D VILLERS-BRETONNEUX

581

The Germans were actually holding the whole of the Bois d‘Aquenne
with a considerable part of two regiments, the 93rd R.I.R. occupying
the northern part of it and the Roman road on its northern edge,
and all three battalions of the 5th Guard Grenadier, with their 2nd
and 3rd Machine Gun Companies, holding the southern part. The
histqry of thi; regiment says that at 8 o’clock it was observed that
the English were preparing to counter-attack Reserve Lieutenant
“ his few available
Reusch, commanding the 3;; Company, disy:sed
riflemen and machine-guns
so that they
shot down the enemy!
who had already begun his deployment, or compelled him to fall back
(Probably they saw Captain Clark and his companions determining the
points for the flanks, which the intelligence officers did before dark.)

Fortunately the dark came on rapidly, the moon being
covered at this stage by clouds so that the blackness was
soon-with
rare intervals-intense.
The intelligence officers
with the remaining scouts laid the tapes southwards from
the corner abovementioned, 300 yards in rear of the line
previously intended. In the meantime the battalions had been
on the move.
At the top of the long slope (wrote Captain Forsyth, medical
officer of the 5znd) we tOiJk to ploughed ground and shuffled and
halted along. Woods appeared on our left and the only sound was
from our right front where crash and flash monotonously lit up
a little village, Cachy. W e toiled on taking an incredible time to go
a few kilos
. . W e could see absolutely nothing and toiled out
into the black . . . until Cachy was very near on our right. We
came to a long straggling line of men seated on a tape

I t was 9.35, a quarter of an hour before “ z e r o ” hour,
when the leading companies of the p n d had reached the
tape. They had passed large numbers of British soldiers
retiring-part
of the 23rd Brigade had been ordered to withdraw and re-form behind the wood. Many called to the
Australians, “ Jerry’s coming.” “ Give ’em hell, Aussie,” said
one, “ they’ve knocked 11s rotten.” The ~ 2 n dfound upon its
right the 7th Bedfordshire, left battalion of the 54th Brigade.
On the left the leading company of the 5Ist arrived at 9.53
As that battalion was pushed into place by Lieutenant-Colonel
Christie, who was there ahead of it, a flare was fired by the
enemy and a machine-gun opened from the wood directly
left of the line. Christie, who, as arranged, had met LieutenantColonel Whitham of the p n d , had agreed with him to delay
the advance for ten minutes to give the 51st time to deploy.
At I O o’clock the British artillery opened on Villers-Bretonneux
and the region near it, and the sky hecanie rimmed iv‘,th
glare. At 10.5 the answering German barrage began to fall
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sharply on the area of the assembly. At 10.10, when the
two front companies and support company of the 51st were
in position-with the reserve company deploying behind them,
and the head of the reserve battalion (50th) just visible
coming up from the rear-the word to advance was given.
T h e whole field (wrote Forsyth) was soft . . . and covered
with men hurrying forward in what looked like disorder. The lights
[flares] died out and I plodded forward with a thin line of men about
me into the dark. Again the lights sprang up in front of us and an
officer shouted “Still.” I could see a long single line of men standing
motionless as far as I could see in either direction, and, as the light
faded, the darkness in front started to tap, tap, tap, and bullets
whistled round and the line shuffled forward with rifles at the ready
like men strolling into fern after rabbits. The whistle of bullets
became a swish and patter, and boys fell all round me, generally
without a sound

The wood on the left lay on the slopes descending from
the Cachy plateau; the platoon next to it, forming the left
of Captain Harburn’s company, was under Lieutenant
Sadlier.17 H e had been telling his men: “ If you hear any
noise in the wood, don’t ‘get the wind up’-it will only be
a few Tommies cleaning up the Germans there.” But the
advance had hardly begun when flare after flare shot up
from the trees and a number of machine-guns opened from
behind the undergrowth enfilading the line with intense fire.
Many of Harburn’s company were hit. The flank troops all
dropped to the ground and lay there till the flares died out,
when they at once began to advance again, only to be illuminated by another sheaf of flares, and again swept by intense
machine-gun fire. Again
they stopped, and, as the
machine-guns con~pletely
enfiladed the line, further
advance along the slope
direct to the Monument, in
accordance with orders.
was apparently in~possil)le.
The companies to the
right, on the plateau, were out of sight, but on the slope the
~ I C I Icoultl only stay as still as possible, a yard or two between
them. Each flare showed many groups of five or six, lying,
17 Lieut C W
I< Sadlier V.C.; 5ist Bn.
W. Aust’; d. Camh&well. Vie, 1891

Commercial traveller, of Suhlaco.
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kneeling, or half-kneeling, all up the hillside, and it looked as
if the advance might Le permanently held up. The sergeant
ef the platoon next to Sadlier’s, a tall, dark, lithe VJesterii
Australian, “ Charlie )’ Stokes,ls crept up to Sadlier and asked
him what he was going to do. “Carry out the order-go
straight to our objective,” replied Sadlier. “ You can’t do
it,” said Stokes, “ you’ll all be killed.” “ Well, what can we
do?” “ Collect your bombers and go into the wood and bomb
those guns out.”
It seemed almost certain death to attempt this, but it
might save the situation. Sadlier accordingly sent his runner
to warn Harburn and tlie rest of the company that the platoon
would clear the woods and might be late at the objective,
but tlie runner could not find them-the groups 011 the hill,
he found, were not living men, but dead. The support
company, however, was now close behind, and Sadlier, finding
one of its officers, asked him to push on and take up the
space that mould be left in tlie main line. Then, having
located the nearest German machine-gun, he stationed a Lewis
gunner to fire on it, and passed the word to bombard the
wood with bombs and then rush it.
His attack was extraordinarily bold and the German
gunners obviously were not expecting it. Before they recovered from the surprise, the Western Australians were in
ainong the trees, fighting wildly in the dark, advancing through
the fringe of the wood, firing and being fired at around
bushes and trees, stumbling on unsuspected posts. Sadlierand Stokes, who had secured a bag of bombs-were
the
leaders. To suppress the first German machine-gun they fired
rifle-grenades over the trees-lacking cup-containers, they had
to rest the handles against their bayonets. The gun stopped
firing and they rushed it. In the first scuffle a German who
had held up his hands18 shot Sadlier through the thigh, and
in the struggles with machine-gunners farther on Sadlier was
I* S g t . C. A. Stokes, D C.M. (No. z ~ j 3 ;gist Bn.).
Horse driver; of Subiaco.
W. Aust.; b. Dallarat, V i c , 30 July, 1585.
I’ Private J
Mulqueeny (Burswood, W. Aust ) states,, that this,, big German.

doubtless unaware of what he was doing, was shouting
Kamerad
one arm in the air while with the other he went on firing his gun.
by Sadlier with his revolver

and holdina

He was nhot
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hit again, and eventually had to go to the rear. Some of the
German g m s were firing tracer bullets, intended for use
against aeroplanes, and the tension was heightened by the
circunistaiice that the IVestern Australians could see th?
phosphorescent streams of IJullets into which they were moving.
Few of the niachinegumiers showed any thought of surrender,
hut Sergeant Stokes led on from one German gun to another.
With his men, previously six, reduced to two. and his bombs
all spent, he iiict Corporal West,2o who found some German
stick-l)oniLs, and with two of these Stokes blew out another
machine-gun crew. H e captured the giin, and went on to
attack and eveiitmdly sul)due two more machine-guns.
Corporal Brow'tie21 uitli a Lewis gun also worked into the
wood, suppressed a machine-gun, and was coming out from
the trees again when he met a number of the enemy in
evident confusion. H e ran back into the wood and shot
them down. The extreme flank of the 50th under Lieutenant
Nutta11,22 following in support of the SIst, became involved
in the fighting in the edge of the wood, as did the flank of
the zntl Northamptonshire, hurrying forward more than an
hour later
By this audacious attack all the machine-guns along that
edge of the wood were eventually silenced-six were picked
up there afternards-and
a great danger was removed from
the flanlc of the advancing brigade.23
The force that Sadlier had attacked was portion of the I Battalion, 5th
Guard Grenadier, holding the south-western and southern edges of the
wood, and also part of the 5th Foot Guard just arriving to relieve it
The 5th Guard Grenadier had lost heavily and was hampered by its own
artillery persistently shelling the wood, and by the reek of the
morning's gas hombardment
Nevertheless its commander, and the
leader of the I1 Battalion on its right, had organised the line there
in two sections, and each had been reinforced by two companies of
the I11 Eattalion. Captain von Chappuis of the I Battalion had also
been reinforced by the 3rd Machine Gun Company of his regiment,
and had stationed a number of its nine guns with the companies
~~

20Sgt. S R. \Yest, M.hI. (No. 2746; 51st Bn ). Farmer, of Dumblelung.
W. Aust.; b. Rockhanipton, Q'lniid, I Z hIarch, 1895.
"Cpl. C. T. Browne, hI.hI. (No 3 0 2 1 ; 5ist B n 1. Farmer, of Perth, W.
Aust , b. Deniliquin, N.S.\V.. 18%.
za Lieut P. E. Nuttall, h1.C.; 50th Bn. Window dresser; of Kyneton. Vie.:
b. Kyneton, 8 Uec., 1888.
Sadlier and Stokes were recommended for the Victoria Cross, which was
richly deserved by both. Higher authority, however, awarded It to Sadlier alone,
partly (it IS said) in recognition of the action of the whole party, which fought
with extraordinary dash. Stokes received the D.C M.
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holding the southern edge of the wood
Late in the evening the
battalions of the Guard Grenadier had been informed that they were
to be relieved by the I and I1 Battalions of the 5th Foot Guard. These
had by 4 pm. come up to the Villers-Bretonneux-Domart road, where
they waited for a time in close reserve with the 111 Battalion behind
them just south of Monument farm. The I and I1 Battalions were
on their way to carry out the relief, and two companies of the I11
were moving to the Domart road to replace them, when the bombardment descended on Villers-Rrftonneux and the Monument, and the
Australians attacked. The 3rd and 4th companies, destined for the
western edge of the wood, reached it without difticulty, but the 2nd
directed to the south-western corner, and the 8th which, with the sth,
was to line its southern edge, ran into a “strong enemy” there, and
were met with bombing and rifle-fire
The 5th took up its place
a t the south-east corner of the wood before the attack reached there.

While these incidents were happening on the flank, the
line on the plateau to the south was advancing under a strong
fire of niacliine-guns from left and front and, particularly,
from the right front. The dark, however, prevented this
comparatively long-range fire from being as deadly as it
would have been by day. Presently, however. shots were
fired from close in front. Someone said “ Boml) the bastards.”
A few grenades were thrown, a rush made, and the line came
on a trench manned, not by Germans, but by a fragment of
the 2nd Devon and 1st Worcester, who had not heard of
the counter-attack and thought the Germans were attacking
them from the rear.
This trench was the “ switch ” that ran diagonally northeastwards, and here the medical officer of the S2nd established
his aid-post behind a long heap of mangold- wurzel^.^'
The bullets were very thick (he wrote afterwards) and men lay
all around. I turned and bolted behind the mangold heap shouting
to the boys; they followed, and we crouched while the machine-gun
fire got worse till the top of the heap sizzled and spattered. From
every side boys came crawling in . . . and I started to tie up and
send back anyone that could crawl Out of the dark came another
line of men advancing A sub. swinging a revolver howled a t us
to get on, but I quietened him and he wanted to know “ W h a t the
something we were doing there.” . . . Villers-Bretonneux, which
had just been smouldering, now broke into flames and a great big
storied building blazed and lit up the scene a little. I went on
bandaging . . . when a third wave passed Again a sub. challenged
us and asked if any unwounded man was there I said “No,” but as
2‘ Captain P. B. Sewell (hlalvern. Vic.), medical officer of the 50th. was killed
near Villers-Bretonneux
Captain Forsyth of the 52nd afterwards moved his own
post to Cachy. where he found Sewell’s men. The bearers of the 13th Field
.4mbulance took all the wounded from his post by 4 p.m. on the 25th
Forsyth
himself was wounded.
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a matter of fact a little man had sat down in front of me for about
three minutes . . . The bullets were still thick. I leant forward
and put my hand on the boy’s shoulder . . . H e said he wasn’t
hit but was just done up. “Well,” I said, “ w e are all going up in
a mi;ute with one of these shells You are just as safe with the
boys.
H e nodded and said he believed I was right, and went after
them. He was the only boy I saw hesitate that night
. . A llttle
Tommy c:rporal came stumbling in, weeping like a $d and holding
his arm.
Pain bad,” says I. ” No, Sir,” he squeaked, this is nothing,
but I can’t get the boys to go forward.” H e had evidently been trying
to rally a very young platoon with a bullet in his arm. A wounded
digger soothed him. “ Never mind, kid,” he said, “ the boys will hunt
Fritz without yous kids.”

Some distance ahead of the Cachy Switch was the strong
diagonal line of wire originally constructed for it, and, as
this was approached, the fire became close and deadly. It
was evident that the Germans attacking that morning had
established their outpost-line on the other side of the wire.
Five or six machine-guns were firing througli it, and others
from distant positions in the south-east; but most deadly by
far was a gun away to the left flank where the wire, running
towards Villers-Bretonneus, dipped into the hollow south of
the town, and a single German machine-gunner was firing
from one of the sunken roads that crossed there, directly
along die Cachy road and the wire. The Australians nearest
to hini were the remnant of Sadlier’s platoon, now under
Sergeant Dagnall.25 The line was temporarily stopped. The
nearest Australians tried first to get round the open on the
right of the gun; next round
the open on its left. Eventually Sergeant Stokes, in
his ski1f ul assault upon gun
after gun, silenced and captured this one also.
It had caused dreadful
loss along the entanglement ;
but long before it was stopped
the battalions had passed that obstacle. Captain Harburn
had found Captain CookeZ6of the right company of the 5rst,
and, to prevent a permanent stoppage, they had together
Sgt. T. N. Dagnall (No.
Aust ; b. Liverpool, Eng., a5
POCapt. C. E. A. Cooke,
North Fitzroy, Vie.. Z Q July,

2529; gist Bn.). Station hand; of Geraldton. \V.
D e c , 1889
sxst Bn
Electrician; of Boulder, W. Aust.; b
1891. Killed in action, 24 April. 1 ~ 1 8 .
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decided to blow their whistles and rush the wire. Their men
obeyed the sigtial, gaps were found, and the troops streamed
through them.
With the shells bursting and Very lights going up (says Corporal
Steadman,Z? who led a bombing section) it was just like daylight The
machine-gun fire was the worst that ever happened on any front. By
sheer luck I found a gap in the wire and led my section through.

A great part of the force had simply to struggle through
the strands ; the entanglement was constructed “ apron
fashion,”z8 and each man struggling with the wires tightened
them, making it more difficult for others. Among the officers
Captain Cooke was killed here, and Captain Stubbings (Smd)
and Lieutenants
Read,30 H a ~ l a m , ~F’ r a ~ e r ,and
~~
W i l k e ~(51st)
~ ~ were wounded. Next day the wire was lined
with the dead of the two battalions.
The wire ran diagonally, and the line naturally tended to
swing parallel to it. The British heavy guns and bombing
aeroplanes, however, had now started fires in VillersBretonneux, and these formed a fixed landmark, by which
officers quickly corrected the direction. A gap which opened
between the two front companies of the 52nd was filled by
a supporting platoon under Lieutenant H a t t ~ n . For
~ ~ a few
minutes after passing the wire the line lay down engaging
in a fire-fight with the German posts. Then part of the 52nd
worked forward and outflanked the Germans, and the whole
line rushed them. The enemy-a weak line of machine-gun
posts in small bits of trench-was
killed, surrendered, or
ran away, and the advance continued. The 7th Bedford at
this stage were in touch with the right of the 52nd, and
advancing as quickly.
9‘Cpl E. Steadman (No. 3444; 51st Bn.).
Wood machinist; of Perth. W.
Aust.; b. Durham, Eng. 25 Jan., 1856.
See Y o l . V I I , sketch on p. 146.
Po Capt. J. R. C. B. Chanter, gist Bn.
Commercial traveller: of Bendigo, Vic ;
b hloama, N.S.W., I Aug.. 1888.
‘OLieut. C. W. Read, g i s t Bn. Draughtsman and computer, W. Aust. Govt.
Survey Dept.; of Guildford, \V. Aust.; b. Guildford, Z J April, 1881.
‘1 Lieut. H.
A. Hasldm, 51st Bn. Bank clerk; of Katanning. M‘. Aust ; b.
Rochester, Vic., 8 May. 1894.
“Lieut
M. A. Fraser, grst Bn
Accountant. of Kalgoorlie. \V. Aust.: b
Braidwood. N.S.W., Z I April, 1S8g. Died, 28 Feb.: 1937.
I* Lieut. A. J. Wilkes. 51st Bn.
-4uctioneer; of Tingoora, Q’land; b. Cabarlah.
Q’land, 8 Aug., 1894. Died, in New Guinea. zg April, 1933.
*‘ Lieut.-Col. N. G Hatton, M.C., M.M., V.D.; gznd Dn. Commercial traveller:
of Toowoomba, Q’land; b. Toowoomba. I O April, 1895.
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The German posts that had been rushed had been formed by two
companies of the III/sth Guard Grenadier in the attempt to connect the
flank of its division (in the wood) with the right of the 77th Reserve
Division, which had swung too far t o the south in front of Cachy.
They were out of touch with it, and were about to be relieved by
the 7th company of the II/5th Foot Guard, whose commander had
just visited them and gone back to bring up his platoons.30

The plateau was still brightly illuminated by German
flares rising continuously from positions ahead, as well as
from Villers-Bretonneux to the left front and from Aquenne
Wood in the left rear. In front of the centre and right the
p d met, about 500 yards beyond the German outposts,
another line of posts in shell-craters. These troops fled before
the attacking line reached them. But after the first line
had passed over the position, Captain Kennedy’s company,
advancing in the second line, heard a machine-gun in action
close ahead, and saw a bright stream of tracer bullets being
fired into the backs of the first line by a German machine-gun
crew. who had been overrun there. “ There they are, boys,”
shouted Lieutenant Rogers, and the Germans in the posts
were rushed and killed.
These posts apparently formed the northern end of the outpostline of the 77th Reserve Division, which had been stopped in the
morning west of the Villers-Bretonneux-Dornart road It had afterwards been routed by the whippet tanks, but a t 5 o’clock the reserve
regiment, the 332nd I R , had advanced about 300 yards, across the
Villers-Bretonneux-Dornart road, and supported the two forward
regiments (419th I R. and 257th R1.R.). This division had come
straight from Russia, and was unused to the severity of the fighting
on the Western Front and much shaken by the artillery-fire

Some 500 yards beyond these posts was a stronger force
whose position was made
clear by the flares rising from
it and the fire of its mncliineguns. Actually it was a body
of infantry with a nurnher of
machine-guns (estimated at
eight) occupying a system of
pot-holes on a front of ahout
IOO yards. just east of the
,
road to D o ~ n a r t . ~
Here
~ took *SCF

P 5.00.

80 Some Australian accounts indicate thit the pnsitinn was a quarter of a mile
farther east. neTr the road to Hangard Wood The German narratives, however.
are here followed
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place another fire-fight lasting for several minutes. The
Australians were not close enough for bombing, but several
of their Lewis guns took the enemy gunners under fire, and
then, with a wild yell,” the line went at them. The Germans
at once ran with the Queenslanders and Tasmanians after them.
”

It is almost certain that the Germans here met were the 7th
company of the 5th Foot Guard; and the fight, of which the Australian
records are brief, is vividly described in its history
I t will be remembered that the 5th Foot Guard had been the
support regiment of the 4th Guard Division, and that its I and I1
Battalions were relieving the 5th Guard Grenadier when the storm
broke on them The 1st and 6th companies, however, were kept back
in reserve to these battalions, and the I11 Battalion formed the regimental reserve in the Monument area behind them, with two of its
companies somewhat advanced. The 7th company had gone ahead
with the duty of relieving the posts of the
Grenadier that were protecting
the
southern
flank of its division
across the plateau.
Thus, of the 5th
Foot Guard, apart from
the five companies that
had reached or were
reaching Aquenne Wood
-whose
experience has
already been referred
to-it
was the 7th company which first met the
13th Brigade’s advance.
Shortly after 8 o’clock
its commander, Reserve
Lieutenant
Rossbach,
had gone forward with
his platoon commanders to find the position of the flank posts.
Machine-gun fire, evidently from the British in Cachy Switch, had
forced them to jump from shell-hole to shell-hole, but they happened
to come right upon the pot-hole in which was Reserve Lieutenant
Brosig, commanding the 11th company of the Grenadiers. H e told
them that he had only some three sections left, with which he was
holding 150 metres, and the 12th company on his right had about
the same. H e believed the rest of the battalion was on his left.
H e feared that a counter-attack was imminent, and said that his
men were in no condition to resist it.
Rossbach decided to g o back and feed the 7th company before
bringing it up; but, first, he and one platoon commander went on
to reconnoitre the right of its future position while the two other
platoon commanders were sent to find the 77th Reserve Division on
the left. These two after passing the last posts of Brosig’s company,
which had bent their line back as a defensive flank, could find no
one at all. They had given up the search when, 300 yards t o the
left rear of Brosig’s flank, they were challenged by a machine-gun
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post which proved to be covering the right flank of the 77th Reserve
Division. They hurried back to their company, close in front of the
Villers-Bretonneux-Domart road. The field-kitchen had just reached
that road, and the nien were unbuckling the cooking vessels, when the
British bombardment descended. Flares rose to the west of them;
a lively fusillade broke out from the position of the Grenadier
Machine-guns rattled, and above the din they caught the sound of a
loud cheer. That settled all doubt-the
expected counterattack had
been launched.
The 7th company, carrying its disies, at once made for its riflepits and waited. It could not shoot as the Grenadier were in front,
but the rifle-fire ahead weakened and died out. The front line had
evidently been taken. Men of the Grenadier came running back through
its line, and were halted and took position behind. T h e three light
machine-guns of the 7th company and two heavy machine-guns
attached to it were hurriedly mounted. By this time the Australians
could be seen IOO yards away. The machine-guns opened and the
attackers immediately in front took cover in shell-holes. But by
the light of flares numbers of others could be seen pressing forward
c n the left, where the gap was. The two heavy machine-guns were
a t once switched round on to these, while the light machine-guns
;,ried to keep down the enemy ahead, and the riflemen to pick off
the f e z daring ‘ Englishmen w-lio nevertheless attempted to push
forward there. Lieutenant Rossbach and his platoon commanders
directed the shooting and fired flare after flare to keep the scene
illuminated.
But the two heavy machine-guns were not enough to stop the
attackers on the left The flares showed them still advancing zoo
yards to that flank, and a t this stage it was seen that others were
driving back the right of the company. Despite the three light machineguns, the attackers in front also were now beginning to move. The
company’s right was bent back and thz three light machine-guns were
now standing ahead like a wedge
In spite of uninterrupted fire,
the attacking troops came constantly r~earer.”~T Ammunition was
running short. The British barrage, falling behind throughout the
attack, was little hindrance, but “ as the machine-guns slacken, the
enemy constantly storms forward,” especially on the right, one wave
after another
On the left he was already behind the company.
The two heavy machine-guns were now firing to the left, two
light ones to the right, and one straight ahead, but !,he attacking
waves could not be stopped. The right gave way
Around we
hear only the loud cheers of the English. The last belt of machinegun ammunition now has to be used Again the machine-gun fire
strikes the onrushing English The leading men fall but others charge
on. These too are mown down, but new waves always come on
cheering in their place and rush forward into our machine-gun fire.”
Those in front could still be stoppEd. but not the flanks Their Lewis
puns “hanimer with tracer bullets into the German line, the brilliant
streams of phosphorescent missiles mowing this way t n d that with
most demoralising effect.3s The right flank broke ; the fusillade
was drowned in an English cheer.” One machine-gun after another
81 The account quoted IS that of
Company Sergeant-Major Elfeldt, wbo took
part. (History of 5th Foot Guard, P. 4 1 6 . )
aaThere 1s no mention of this in any Australian record, although there is
constant mention of the use of these bullets by the Germans. Possibly they were
used-intentionally
or not-by
both sides.
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became silent, its ammunition ended. “ W i t h a loud cheer” the
attackers came on again. The defenders gave way, dragg.ing off their
machine-guns. ’’ All round one can hear Gnly loud English cheering.
As the line gives way, the English machine-gun fire strikes it from
front and Bank. The tracks of tracer ammunition comb this way and
that, crossing one another, claiming their victims. In addition, British
artillery-fire striking into our ranks increases the confusion . . .
The English follow hard on our heels With great uproar they sweep
through the dark night. Where at some points an attempt is made
to put them on their defence, their machine-gun fire soon breaks
the resistance, and mows down many of our troops.”

Beyond this point no flares were rising-the
p i i d chased
the fleeing parties far into the dark, between the Monument
and Hangard Wood.
The SIst, on the left, had reached the oblique wire in
front of Cachy Switch later than the p n d . It had also
sufiered more severely in getting through it. Many officers
and N.C.O’s, seeing by the action of others that troops were
passing through a gap in the wire on the right of the 51st,
led their men thither, but, Captain Cooke and most of the
officers of the right company being hit here, this company
was not reorganised ; and, although at least one surviving
platoon commander, Sergeant I < e e l e ~ ,led
~ ~ his party back
to what he judged to be its proper position, the right of the
5rst thenceforth went forward in small groups, scattered over
a wide front, some making south-east, mixed with elements
of the s a i d . The left company of the SIst, Captain Harburn’s,
was tnuch weakened by the fighting in the wood behind its
left. On his men’s sighting a number of the enemy, who put
up their hands, Harburn gave the order “ No prisoners.”
“ I did not know what to do with them,” he said afterwards.
To nialie up his strength, he went back to Captain F. Smith
of the support company, secured the assistance of Lieutenant
Earl and part of that company, and asked Smith to get the
commander of the following battalion (the 50th) to send
forward his left company.
While the message was on its
way, Harburn hurried back to his company which, like others,
had veered to the right at the wire and become disorganised.
He immediately reorganised it-in
the words of a comrade,
“grabbed every man he could get, formed small parties of
ten in artillery formation, and pushed them up to the left,”
S g t . 3. A. Keeley, M.M. (No. 1967; s1st Bn.). Postal assistant; of Busselton,
W. Aust.; b. Albany, W. Aust.. 7 June, 1898.
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which was then still held up by the solitary German niachinegun i n the sunken road The men fell in, ten here, ten there.
Harburn blew his whistle and they advanced as a company,
about forty strong, with three Lewis guns, and two niachineguns of the 13th Company.
They had hardly started, and Harburn was still pushing
his parties into place. when there “ seemed to rise out of the
ground ” in front of them a force of Germans, estimated to
IJe 200 strong, who advanced firing from the hip with rifles
and automatic rifles. The Australian line immediately fell
down, in a rough semicircle, Harburn spacing the men out.
His right flank was firing Lut not the left, as he wished the
enemy to come close. They were almost past his left when,
behind him, over the edge of the rise east of the wire, appeared
the left company of the 50t11, led forward in answer to his
request. The Germans immediately began to run, but the
.4ustralians were too close to let many escape. A number were
killed; about sixty surrendered and were sent to the rear,
and six more machine-guns were taken.
I t seems probable that these troops, and those previously met
and shot down, were the 2nd and 8th companies of the 5th Foot
Guard marching up to relieve the Guard Grenadier in the wood.
Together with the 5th company they now fell back on the sunken
road that ran diagonally through the valley east of the wood, where
facing to their rear, they formed a guard for the companies in the wood
A t some stage the SIst also met and routed the 6th company of
the 5th Foot Guard. Its esperience is described in the regimental
history by its commander, Reserve Lieutenant Kruger. It was in
reserve on the Domart road, farther north than the 7th, and it too
was getting its rations from its field-kitchen “ when an unexpected
and frightful bombardment with high-explosive and shrapnel sets
in.”
Carrying
parties
and relieving troops were
all confused. Engineers
detailed for constructing
#ire-entanglemeiit,
and
part of the 5th Guard
Grenadier
already
relieved, “arrived in plain
tumult and
said the
English were on tliemand unfortunately they
were right.
Shots came
from point-blank range
@ne heard an uproar and
saw troops running this
way and that. But were
they friend or enemy?”
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To the left, under the wavering light of the flares, the 7th Company could
bc seen holding out. The 6th compaiiy was very weak, haviug only some
36 rifles and two light machine-guiis; but Icruger, after ordering one of
his platoon commanders with a few men t o collect stragglers, led th:
remainder forward in accordance with orders. Germans and '* English
were so mingled ah;ad that he could not fire. He ran into a machinegun firing tracer ammunition a t thirty yards' range into his lefl
from behind a heap of earth.
Under-Otficer Brunger fired at it a
flare, which stopped the machine-gun, and he then turned his own light
machine-gun into the "mass of Tomniies." But after going some
300 yards the advance was stopped. Brunger and many of his men
were killed; Kruger was wounded, and his account of the fight ends
there The battalion's medical officer who attended him was afterwards
among the missing. This company, too, apparently was routed.
"

The left of the 51st was now on the edge of the valley
south of Villers-Bretonneux. From the town came heavy fire
across the valley, the Germans having lined with rifle and
machine-guns the railway embankment that runs like a
rampart around part of the south-western side of the town
Others also were firing from Aquenne Wood, in rear.
Hxrburn sent Lieutenant Earl into the valley to cut off any
who might be retreating to Villers-Bretonneux. Earl, advancing towards the village, met and scattered a body of the enemy.
Two of Harburn's men, Lance-Corporal
and Private
Helyar,'l with a Lewis gun, also wandered into the valley
and came suddenly upon forty Germans posted with four
machine-guns. The two Australians were at first under the
inipression that these were a company of their own men.
The Germans, apparently unnerved by their sudden appearance.
surrendered.
These were possibly some of the same troops that had been driven
off by Earl. They would be either a portion of the 5th Foot Guard.
or parts of the Guard Grenadier or 93rd R I R . held back in support

Harburn did not lead his own troops into this valley.
With one subaltern, Lieutenant T ~ w n , 'and
~ about forty men
he pushed on, skirting the depression, towards the open area
north of Monument Wood, whose trees he could now clearly
see on his right front. The wood was strongly held, but
'0 Lieut. C E. R. Burt, D.C M ; gist Bn.
Labourer; of Solomontown. S. Aust.:
b Dergholm, \'IC , 27 April, 1894.
" P t e . R. Helvar. D.C.M. (No. 4525: j ' s t Dn.). Sleeper hewer: of Nannup
W. Aust.: b. Modewarre. Vic.. 28 Dec., 1891.
42 Lieut. C. J. Town, j l s t Bn
Farmer; of Corrigin, W. Aust.; b. Brighton.
Sussex. E n g , Z I N o v , 1894. Killed in action, z j April, 1918. Lieut. J. F.
Barrett. D.C M , had heen mortally wounded in the encounter with the German
company. H e belonged to Capel. W. Aust.). Town was a young Englishman. of
great stature and strengtb.

42
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its occupants were firing south-westwards at the 52nd and
the 7th Bedford, and were apparently unaware of Harburn's
company, which was receiving fire chiefly from the town and
embankment, now in its left rear. The company pushed on,
catching occasionally a German or two, sometimes passing
an abandoned machine-gun. A solitary anti-tank field-gun
was found and an
abandoned
field-kitchen ; and, as the company headed north of
the wood, between it
and the town, it came
upon a battery of
four German fieldguns, with a few dead
around them but no
living German near.
Here, on the road between the Monument and eastern outskirts, Harburn left Town, and himself walked across to the
~ 2 n dsouth-west of Monument Wood. Town was meanwhile
to attempt an entry into the wood.
Harburn found the 52nd more than half-a-mile away and
somewhat to his right rear. After it had rushed the strong
German position near the Domart road, the German flares
that hithel-to had illuminated the plateau for it, had suddenly
died out and the whole region became dark, lighted only at
intervals when the moon passed between clouds. Farther to
the right the Bedfords were now teing held up by machinegun fire. The right of the 52nd swung towards these guns,
chasing the A eeing enemy across the Hangard Wood-VillersBretonneux road and entering the Redfords' territory. Part
of the left, under Lieutenant Hender~on,'~entered the wood
or orchard at Monument farm.
Sergeant Keeley with his
party of the 51st, also making towards the wood, reached
a quarry in which were several British wounded who had
lain there since the previous morning, and a German tank,
lying upon its side. The area immediately south of Monument
farm was strongly held and the attack tended to pass it to
Lieut. D. J. Henderson. 5znd Bn. Cleaner, S. Aust. Railways; of Petersburg. S. Aust., b. Stirling West, S. Aust , 27 April, 1897.
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the north or south, which, if the attacking force had been
stronger, was the best way to capture it.
German narratives show that, when the attack started, the advanced
companies of the reserve (HI) Battalion of the 5th Foot Guard at once
The
fell back on its two rear companies south of the Monument.
whole battalion and the 3rd Machine Gun Company took post in the
trenches there, prepared for any emergency. But flares appear to have
been wanting; a t all events the 10th company had none, all the carriers
having been hit. The ground ahead was seething with men, but the
battalion could not tell who they were or what was happening, and
therefore could not fire.
The commander of the 10th company,
Reserve Lieutenant Iversen, says that he prayed he was not in for an
experience like that of October 4tI1, at Broodsei:de !44
He had sent asking for flares at all costs.
The tumult ahead
became continuous. Twice he ordered a machine-gun to fire high, and
immediately came jells of “Don’t fire ! Germans here !” Fugitive
grenadiers came in, and shortly afterwards shells of the German
artillery burst on their own men-probably
a result of some scare
report carried back by other fugitives.
A t this critical moment three
flare-cartridges, wet with sweat, were slipped into Iversen’s hands ;
a young ensign, von Falkenhayn, who had previously come up to the
trench against orders, had heard the demand, and had returned and
brought them. H e was mortally wounded in the zct of handing
them over, but the first flare, instantly fired, revealed a dense crowd
of khaki uniforms and ‘ plate ’-helmets ” into which the German rnachineguns a t once poured their bullets.
‘‘ But the Englishman, too, is tough,” writes Iversen. “His bombs
fall thick as hail under our noses, and with all his own daring he
broug!? up a swarm of machine-guns into position immediately ahead
of us
The I11 Battalion, however, held its ground and the advance
at that point was stopped.

At this juncture, the Bedfords and the right of the 52nd
being very near to their final objective, Major Craies,u
commanding the reserve company of the 52nd, came up and
grappled with the task of establishing the line. H e found
the 52nd split into two. The riglit, which had swung towards
the front of the Bedfords, was close to its objective, south
of the Monument, beyond the road leading to the centre of
Hangard Wood, and a patrol under a sergeant, T. W.
F ~ l k a r d , ’very
~
soon located the left. Craies advanced one
of his own platoons under Lieutenant 1v0ry‘~ across the
When the Australians overran his division in front of Ypres (see Vol. I I I , fib.
816.75)
*Major W. A. Craics. 5znd En. Clerk; of Townsville, Q’land: b. Townsville
19 May, 1886. Died of wounds, 25 April, 1918
‘OSgt. T. \V. Folkard, M.M. (No. 2654: 5znd Bn.). Station hand: of Tambo.
Q’land; b Richmond, Surrey, Eng., 19 April. 1881. Died of wounds, 24 April.
1918
‘7 Licut
C J Ivory. gznd Bn. Labourer: of West Kentish, Tas . b West
Kentish, I Dec., 1891.
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road and filled the gap. On the south he found the Bedfords
digging in 200 yards beyond the road ; their officer was satisfied
that they were on their objective-actually, they were at
the old British support line. They were very few, and had
only two officers left-Lieutenants T y s ~ and
e ~ ~Scott ;4s moreover, the Royal West Kent and Queen Victoria’s Rifles were
not up on their right, having started late and been stopped
far short of the objective by intense niachine-gun fire from
the northern end of Hangard Wood. At this stage several
salvoes, possibly from an advanced German battery, burst
among the Bedfords and they retired. Their nearest officer
asked the Australians for assistance, and Sergeant WrightSo
and Corporal A y l ~ t t , ~taking
’
about twenty men, went over
to steady them, and helped them to dig near the Domart road,
joo yards behind the position previously reached which,
unsupported on the right, they could hardly have held.62
In these circunistances Craies decided that the ~ 2 n d ’ ~
objective, round Monunient Wood, was unattainable. H e
therefore ordered the forward companies back to a line facing
the orchard of Monument farm, the right extending back
acros5 the Hangrrrd Wood road towards the Domart road to
keep touch with the Bedfords. With Captain Churchill Smith
of the 5oth, whose company was with him there, he set himself to organise the line, withdrawing the two original forward
conipanies into support, and distributing his own and Captain
Kennedy’s as a line of outposts. All officers of Kennedy’s
company had been hit, but Sergeants White,L3 Doyle,54 and
carried on their tasks.
~MCapt. W. Tysoe, D S 0 , A I C.; 7th Bn., T h e Dcdfordshire R e a . Of
Northampton, Eng.; b. St. Lawrence, Northampton, 24 June, 1893.
‘0 Lieut. E. J. Scott, M.C.;
7th B n , T h e Bedfordshire Regt. Student; b. 5
April. 1897.
60Sgt. H. R. Wright, D.C.M. (No. 3190. 52nd En.). Assistant batteiy engineer;
of Waratah, Tas.; b. Nacquarie Plains, T a s , 5 July, 1895.
61 Cpl. F. C. Aylott. M.M. (No. 17; 5znd Bn.).
Carrier; of Ipswich, Q’land:
b. Ipswich, 1890.
62 Many of the gind’s officers had been hit. but Sergeants T. W. Folkard,
M. O’Peeffe. A. Nicholas, Corporal F. C. Aylott, Lance Curporal E. A. S. French,
Privates T. E. Bennett, E . W. Hukins and others step ed into their places and
carried out the reorganisation.
(Folka;d belonged to $ambo. Q’land; O’Keeffe.
who died of wounds on I I June. 191s.to Narrogin, \V. -4ust.; Nicholas to Collie.
W. Aust.; Aylott t o Ipswich, O’land; French to Toowoomba, O’land: Dennett.
who died on 1 2 April, 1930, to &ana. T a s : Hukins to South Brisbane.)
08 Sgt. A. W
White D C.M M.M. (No. 3312; gznd En.). Engine cleaner.
S. Aust. Railwiys; of kidleyton,’ S. Aust.; b. Ridleyton. 31 Jan., 1897.
I’ Sgt A. A. Doyle (No. 6 4 6 , sand Bn ).
Cook; of Port Pirie, S. Aust.; b.
Tibooburra. N S.W., 189j.
S t. W. E. Roberts (No. 1726; Sznd Bn.). Labourer; of Springsure, Q’lnnd;
b. Ro&hampton, Q’land. 1893
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I t was here that Harburn found the 52nd. H e asked
their officer " to advance and support him at the Monument,
but the answer was that, as the Bedfords were not coming
up, the line could not extend further. After some discussion,
Harburn decided to fall back on to the left of the 52nd.
He found Lieutenant Town and his men still on the road
north of the Monument.
A t this time continuous firing could be heard on the other
side of Villers-Bretonneus, but Harburn's " Company " was
far beyond touch with any friendly troops.
Harburn took his men back half-a-mile until he came to
the same road near which, farther south, the 52nd lay. Here
he stayed at the head of the
valley south of the centre of
Villers-Bretonneux. The position was not an easy one; the
northern flank was open and
the Germans were directly 1)ehind-a
German machine-,own
in some tall house 500 yards
away was firing from the left rear. Lieutenant Earl with
twenty men and two Lewis guns was stationed to protect the
flank. With Sergeant Glenroy,6G Earl fetched two hoses of
bombs from a dump found in the valley, and Sergeant
r r a n r i P went out and brought in a supply of food from t h e
German " cooker."
Thus the line of the 13th Brigade was established..
Lieutenant Henderson ( s a i d ) , finding that no one came up,
to his party in the orchard, retired to this line, bringing back
a few prisoners. Sergeant Keeley in the quarry with the.
German tank, on sending out a patrol before dawn, discovered
that the line was on the rise behind him, and withdrew to it.
Other advanced parties did the same.
By 1.5 a.m. Glasgow and Elliott at Blangy-Tronville had
known that the p i c 1 Battalion was in touch with British
troops near the Monument. By 1.31 Colonel Whithani of
the y n d heard f roni Lieutenant Julin, his intelligence officer,
"

-

" S g t . C. Glenroy M.M. (No. 2925. 5 i s t Bn.). Farmer; of Fremantle. W.
Aust.; b Pcrth, W. 'Aust, 28 July, 189;. Died, 10 June, 1926.
I' Sgt. B. Francis. M.M. (No. 6 5 3 ; 51st Bn.).
Miner; of Kalgoorlie, \V. Aust..
b. Nottingham. Eng., 7 April, 1897.
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that his front line was connected up with those of the 51st
and of the Bedfords, but that on each flank of these no
other troops were in touch. The telephone line from brigade
headquarters was by then through not merely to the headquarters of Whitham and Christie (51st) in Cachy Switch,68
but to the 5211d’s front line. At 3.55 Colonel Christie gave
the brigade-major on the telephone the approximate position
of the line-from
a quarter of a mile to a mile short of
the objective, but a mile within the recent German line and
in a position to squeeze out the Germans then in VillersBretonneux if the 15th Brigade reached its objective. To
the efforts of that brigade-of
which nothing had been seen
by the 13th Brigade-and of the two British battalions which
were to enter Villers-Bretonneux, the narrative must now turn.

As soon as Brigadier-General Elliott definitely knew that
the counter-attack was to be made at night, he had issued an
order that white arm-bands must be worn,
15th Brigade
and “all rules for night operations . . .
enforced until dawn.” Of the subsequent postponement from
8 until IO p.m. he took advantage by directing that a hot
drink should be given EO the men shortly before moving,
and further reconnaissance macle of the ground. The hot
drink was, of course, tea ; both Australian brigades followed
the fixed rule of the A.1.F.-to
which few exceptions were
ever made-that
there should be no issue of alcohol before
an attack;68 cool heads were far too essential, and it had also
been noted that the stimulus of strong liquor was followed
too soon by an opposite reaction. Where the rum ration
was available, the usual practice was to send it forward as
soor as possible after the fight, to serve as a tonic for the
troops when the main effort had ended.
This was the work of the signallers under Lieutenants h i C. Crocker
(Toowoomba, Q’land), 5znd Bn., and A. G Baker (Pertb, W. Aust), 51st Bn.
Battalion headquarters was to have been in the depression ahead of the Switch.
but this was found to be under lively machine gun fire.
‘eFor a similar decision even when the men were 111 see conference of 3rd
Battalion officers before Ldne Pine (Vol. I I , 9. 502, foot&
12).
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I t was Elliott’s misfortune that the mere fact that hc
had prepared so early for this attack now contributed to his
difticulties.
Had he not during the day issued so many
instructions to his battalion commanders, he would probably
have taken the risk of dispensing with a final conference with
them. As it was, the calling of that conference was a necessity, and, even with the aid of the salvaged motor-car, it was
8 o’clock before the colonels were back with their battalions.
And, though they had telephoned to their company commanders
to assemble for instructions, the 59th Battalion could not start
its approach march until 8.30 or the 60th until 9.10. The
battalion commanders were to form a joint headquarters in
a quarry behind the spur of Hill 104.
The distance to the assembly area, beside the CachyFouilloy road, was less than two miles, but the intense dark
and the gas lying on the low ground rendered the approach
slow. Realising that such difficulties were probable, LieutenantColonel Marshall of the 6oth, after seeing his battalion o f f
from the bivouac, and making sure that the amniunition party
had full instructions, visited the starting point on his way to
the quarry, and found his apprehensions correct. It was then
fifteen minutes past the starting time ( I O p.m.). His own
battalion was there,
waiting for the
59th to come up in
touch with its right.
Captain Bursey’s
company of the
59th, which was
to have been next
to it, was missinp.
The right company
of the 59th, under
Captain Young,B*
and the leading
. .
company of the
57th under Captain Morgan:l
had duly arrived and the
eo Capt. E. M. Young, M C.; 59th Bn.
Book-keeper, of St. Kilda, Vic.: b.
St. Kilda, a i Sept.. i S g j .
Capt. R. A. Morgan. 57th Bn
Blacksmith. of Footscray, Vic.. b. Footscray.
I I June, 1890. Killed in action, as April, 1918.
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1ntel;igence officers were scouring the area to find the others.
The German barrage, answering the British bombardment, had
just begun to fall.
During this phase of the war Norman Marshall appears
to have stood less high in Elliott's estimation than he did at
Passchendaele, his knowledge of the Ficld Scrz4-e Regrllntiotu
relating to open warfare not having satisfied the exacting
standards of his chief; but in this moment of anxiety for all
present-with
a counter-attack that might affect the course
of the war already fifteen minutes late, and part of the troops
for it not yet in sight-it was he who took hold and for the
rest of the night controlled more than any other man the
I 5th Brigade's part in the operation. Immediately deciding
to wait for information as to the whereabouts of the rest of
the brigade, he directed that no start must be made without
word from
Next, using for his eyes the intelligence
officers-particularly Lieutenants G a n n ~ nand
~ ~ Pizzeye4 of
his own battalioqB5and Doutreband of the 57th-and himself
moving everywhere he was needed, he quickly ascertained
that the reserve company of the 59th under Captain Smith"
H e sent for Smith and ordered him to
had just conie up.
take the place of the missing company."' Captain Morgan's
conipany of the 57th would support him, as would the reserve
company of Marshall's own battalion (both), if necessary.
While Smith's company was being placed in position, all the
remaining companies escept Bursey's arrived. \Vord of this
was sent to Marshall, and shortly before midnight-nearly
two hours late--the brigade advanced.
The movement which it must carry out was exceedingly
complicated-to advance past the town with half the right
a Marshall soon Ifterwards met Lieut.-Colonel Scanlan of the 59th. and informed
him of the action iaker.
"Lieut. W. R. Gannon, 60th Dn. Farmer; of Jumhunna, Vie.; b. Korumburra.
Vic., 1894. Died of wounds, 6 Sept., 1918.
84 Lieut. C. E. Pirrey, 3I.C.; 60th Bn.
Student; of Northcote, Vic.; b. Fitzroy,
Vic., 3 Sept., 1894.
Pirrey was Lewis gun officer, but was employed thrsughout these operations
a s a n additional intelligence and orderly officer.
Grain buyer: of Hawthorn, Vic.: h
''Malor G. S. Smith. M.C.; 59th Bn.
Timaru. N.Z.. 2 1 March. 1 8 s . Died, 31 July, 1924.
07 Captain Smith had already arranged with Captain Young (commanding the
5 9 t h ' ~ light front company) to take this step. Before that, Young had decided
to spread his own company over the whole of the 59t.L'~ allotted frontage.
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battalion and all the support battalion tucked behind the right
flank of the line; and then, after passing the northern outskirts, at the first objective to change direction south-east,
half the support battalion now coming up on the right of the
two front-line battalions, while part both of that battalion and
of the 55th began near that point to drop behind the advance
and face to the rear atid flank in order to screen the advance
from interference from the town.
Marshall had ordered
Lieutenant Doutreband, as well as his own oficers, to work out
carefully the compass bearings for the changes of direction,
and these bearings were given to Captain Smith when his
company took up the rSle of the missing one.
The advance to the first objective-a
little more than a
mile-was
up the open valley north-west of the town, and
during most of this phase the movement would be well behind
the existing British line. But at the top the right flank
would have passed through the British and be approaching
the Germans positions around Villers-Bretonneux.
Each
battalion was disposed on a two-company frontage, the 5jth
on the right following behind the other two; and the pace
was very swift. A few British troops, through whom the
left of the 59th passed, proved to be the existing front linemost of the Victorians saw none. Near the head of the
valley the German shelling died away and the troops entered
a thin mist, and, just before reaching the edge of the plateau,
rame to the road which was their first objective.
Every company commander here checked his flanks and
direction; Colonel Marshall had now gone to his headquarters, but Colonel Scanlan saw to the alignment of the
59th. Captain Peacock’s company of the 57th was already
on the right of the line, and Captain Morgan’s was being
moved up thither.
Scanlan’s second-in-command, Major
Kuring, hurried to the left to see that the 60th swung forward.
Ahead of the left of the 59th he found the missing company.
It was afterwards learned that, soon after starting from
camp, Captain Bursey had been ‘warned by a sentry that a
depression ahead had been drenched by German gas-shells.
He had therefore diverted his company, which then lost its
way in the dark; but it had caught up the advance at the
first objective, and was now precisely in the position to which
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it was to swing.
Its scouts had reported that there were
Germans close ahead, and the platoons had moved up to
within a short distance of the screen and were waiting in a
trench for the word to advance.
Kuring sent a guide to lead up the 60th on to its flank.
Until now so silent had been the advance that some of Bursey’s
troops were unaware that the rest of the force was near them
we were under the impression,” one of them wrote, “ that
we were out on our own.”
The first intimation that there
were other troops on their flank was the cry of a wounded
Australian ‘‘ which was very reassuring to us.”
Immediately after that cry, babel broke loose. What had
happened was that during the short pause the scouts-one
section of each front-line platoon-had moved ahead to protect
the halted companies and to form the screen in their next
advance. Villers-Bretoiineux, close on the right flank, was
easily visible by the light of a large house burning behind the
neighbouring trees.
The scouts of Lieutenant Telfer’P
platoon reported that small bodies of men were moving about
close in front, and Captain Young, being certain that these
were German, estended his company and placed its right
together with that of the 57th on the edge of the orchards or
plantations. At this stage some noise occurred, and the
Germans in some post ahead, either hearing this or seeing
men in the light of the conflagration, fired two flares, one of
which fell fairly among the moving Australians and lay there
burning. Every man remained motionless, but they had
been seen, for a machine-gun opened, close ahead, firing very
erratically and high.
At once, *‘in a calm, easy voice,” as one of his N.C.O’s
records, Young gave the word to charge. There went up from
the unleashed line a shout-a
savage, eager yell of which
every narrative speaks-and the Australians made straight for
the enemy.
From that instant there was no holding the
attack. The bloodthirsty cry was caught up again and again
along the line, and the whole force was off at the run. “ That
ended any further attempt at checking direction,” reported
Colonel Scanlan.
The companies of the 6oth, just being
-”

aLreut.-Col. G . S. Telfer, M C.; 59th Bn
Coongulmerang, V I C , 1 5 Sept.. 1880

Farmer; of Llndenow.

VIC.; b.

qth-zgth Apr , 19181 S E C O N D VILLERS-BRETONNEUX

603

swung forward at Kuring’s direction, were in it with the rest.
The Australian officers and N.C.O.’s during the next half-hour
showed
all
the
capacity that was
in them, checking,
guiding, and finally
halting and niarshalling these
wild
cattle; for the time
being their men had
thrown off the restraints of civilised
intercourse and were what the bayonet instructors of all
arniics ainied at producing by their tuition-primitive, savage
men. Extracts from the records which Elliott afterwards
collected from every battalion, company, and platoon will
illuniiiiate the spirit of this onslariglit
l i e n said “they had not had such a feast with their
bayonets before,” reported Colonel Watson, Elliott’s special
intelligence officer.
With a ferocious roar and the cry of “Into the bastards, boys,”
we were down on them before the Boche realised what had happened
(wrote Sergeant Fyncheg).
The Boche was a t our mercy.
They
screamed for mercy but there were too many machine-guns about to
show them any consideration as we were moving forward.
With a cheer that would have turned a tribe of Red Indians green
with envy we “hopped the bags”70 . . . Here the enemy got wind
of us coming, and the night was turned to day by his numerous flares,
and he opened a terrific machine-gun barrage, but . . . in very
few instances did the enemy put up a fight and when he did he was
quickly dealt with.
Each man was in his glee and old scores were
wiped out two or three times over.
These three men (the first German machine-gun crew) were either
bayoneted or shot (wrote another of Young’s company). Here and
there a Fritz would hop out of trench or shell-hole only to fall riddled
with bullets and then to be bayoneted by the boys as they came up.
There was no thought of stopping (says another) until we suddenly
realised that we were too far advanced, and were liable to be cut off
on the flanks, and so the order was passed along to retire back in line
with the other battalions on our flanks.
R. A. Fynch (No. ria;; 59th Bn ). Plasterer; of Fitzroy. Vic
Abbotsford, Vic., 1591. Died of wounds, 4 July, 1918
lo A s mos,t, of the present gzneration know, this is soldier slang for
the parapet to start an attack.

“

: b

leapt over

(JoA
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The chief events in this half-hour, which ranks with
perhaps two others7' as the wildest in the experience of
Australian infantry, are now fairly well established.
The
main fighting was on the right, where the brigade brushed
past the village and broke the German line immediately northeast of it.
All the enemy's numerous machine-guns in the
northern outskirts of the town were firing furiously, but for
the most part high or wildly. Across the plateau north of
F'illers-Bretonneux the Germans were in the old British reserve
trench, the good continuous system recently dug hy the 5th
Australian Division.
In some parts the attack found the
German supports just running forward, on the alarm being
given, to strengthen the garrison, which had opened fire at
various points Lvith rifles and machine-guns. Where the 59th
was skirting the village Lieutenant O ' B ~ i e n badly
, ~ ~ wounded,
called out, " Carry on, boys, I'm hit." The main trench there
was rushed, such Germans as stayed in it being niostly killed.
Far back at the quarry an hour later there arrived a Victorian
with a prisoner ; *' Sergeant Parr73 said to save this one, Sir,"
said the escort. Later, as the men tired of killing, prisoners
came back by droves.
The most serious resistance came from in front of the
right immediately after this trench was passed.
Here a
niacliine-gun was firing f rotn beside a haystack, while some
member of the post threw flares to keep the Victorians
illuminated. A number of men were killed, and that part of
the line was forced to ground until a daring soldier, Private
H ~ d g e k i s s , ' ran
~ around the stack and killed the g ~ n n e r . ' ~
The right of the attack had also to pass through a belt
" T h e first phase a t the Landmg a t Anzac, and the attack of the 5th Brigade
on hIont S t Quentin. Lieutenant Christian noted a marked reaction among the
men a few days later, in the form of excitability and,'high nervous tension.
I can't help thinking
Several of his men cam:, to him with the same remark:
of that chap 1 bayoneted
n Lieut. A S. O'Brien. joth Bn. Insurance clerk; of Armadale. Vic.; b.
Sandhurst, V I C , 29 May, 1894.
73 Lieut. .4. P a r r , D C.M.;
59th Rn. F d r m t r : of Lelang, Cavendish, Vic ; b.
Beeston, Notts, Eng.. 1894. Died of wounds. I Oct., 1918
74 Pte. D. Hodgekiss (No. 5402; 59th Bn.).
Labourer; of Ifildura, Vie.; b. Port
Woolungn, S Aust.. 1855. Died, 8 Nay, 1924.
m I'te L. Doody ( K c r a w , Vic.) is reported to have taken a prominent part
in suppressing a machine-gun a t the same stage.
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of wire. On the left, in front of the 6oth, the Germans
closer to the flank of the 14th Brigade and to the British
posts put up hardly any resistance.
Lieutenant Sinipson,i6
commanding the left company, Lieutenant Veale,?’ of the
northernmost platoon, and Lieutenant Watt, one of the guides
from the $th, were constantly on the look out for
the flank of the 14th Brigade. with which they were to gain
touch; but, escept for a machine-gun post of the 14th Conipany, passed at the beginning of the second advance, they saw
nothing of it.
Captain Bursey of the 59th knew that he
started esactly in position, Lieutenant Olver’s7* platoon happening to pass over a trench containing a board marked with
the “ map reference ” of the locality, 0.24.d.3.0. But. when
once the rush started, the 60th bore too much towards the
59tl1, where the fighting was heavier. Both battalions swept
obliquely towards the Ronian road, pulling Germans here
and there out of the shell-holes in which they crouched
or surrendered, and bayoneting them.
Most of the
enemy were fleeing, shaken, apparently, by the first wild
cheer. They were followed until a cross-road was passed,
and on the far side of it, south of the Ronian road, appeared
the huts and big canvas hangars of the old a e r ~ d r o n i e s . ~ ~
Here an officer of the 59th came along the front shouting
that the objective had been passed. The men were excited,
unearthing a handful of Germans and British captives in some
houses near the Roman road, and searching for Germans in
the hangars: but north of the main road their officers and
N.C.O’s quickly obtained control. Men of the front, reserve,
and support companies of all three battalions were there.
Casualties had been slight-barely
150 in all, it is said. The
enemy’s artillery had ceased to trouble the troops since they
broke into the German front. Except for blind, distant
machine-gun fire, mainly f rotn the village behind them,
h u t . J. L. Simpson, 60th Bn. Clerk: of Ballarat, Vic.; b. Horsham. V i c ,
Sept., 1892. Killed in action, 26 April, 1 9 1 5
“Lieut. P. J. Veale 60th Bn. Battery manager: of Bendigo. Vic.; b. Sandburst. V i c . 18 Jan., 1888
“Lieut. 11. Olrer. 57th and 59th Bns
Grocer; of North Fitzroy. Vic.. b.
Murtoa, Vic.. 4 Nov.. 1887.
Srr P*ol X I I . plate 4/15
To
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opposition had ceased.
The 59th and 60th reorganised
swiftly, and so effectively, that in one company at leastCaptain Smith’s of the 59th-every man is said to have been
placed in his proper platoon.
As soon as the order to stop had been given, however,
question was raised on the right as to whether this instruction
was correct. The guides
on the extreme right
knew that the old British
front line was still far
ahead, near the other side
of the aerodrome, on
which the huge, dark
shapes of the steel-f ramed,
canvas hangars now confronted the right of the
line, across the Roman
road ; and, although oficers
of the 59th Battalion had definitely been informed that
the cross-track (the Haniel road) was the second objective,
those of the 57th and the guides had been as definitely
directed to go on to the old British front line. Captain
Morgan, senior officer of the two companies of the 57th,
which were on the right of the Sgth, reorganising beside
the Roman road, told his oficers and men that two
more trenches were still to be taken. The confusion was
due to Elliott’s having in his previously telegraphed orders
given to his brigade the objective provided for in his own
plan-the Villers-Bretonneus-Hamel road,*O which the advance
had now reached. Apparently at the conference, quite properly, he told his battalion commanders that their final objective
was the old British front line, and in the 59th Battalion it had
been assumed that the old front line was situated along
this road.
Actually it did so lie on the left of the sector.
The two guiding officers from the 56th were near that flank,
and their assurance that the old line had been reached. confirmed the belief of the officers of the 59th farther south,
‘O By his original plan the battalions might even stop short of this road provided
that they reached a position ensuring that the Germans would be squeezed out of
the town.
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where as a matter of fact the old front line was nearly 1,000
yards ahead.81
Throughout the developments that resulted from this confusion there was felt, more than at any other time during
the attack, the need for the presence of some senior officer
LO co-ordinate action ; but neither Colonel Marshall nor Major
-4itchisons2 (57th), who exercised such capable control shortly
afterwards, had yet arrived, and Major Kuring (59th), then
rightly establishing his headquarters in the first captured
trench, had not yet learned of the difficulty. Consequently,
after fifteen minutes’ halt, while the 59th and b t h continued
their reorganisation on the Hamel road, Captains Morgan and
Peacock of the 57th) whose companies had been allotted for
establishing the front south of the Roman road, crossed that
road and went on. A couple of platoons of the 59th on their
left flank, led by Lieutenant Telfer, advanced with them.
After going 200 yards to the south, the officers wheeled their
line to the Ieft so as to face the huts and hangars of the
aerodrome. The force was here formed into two waves, and
immediately advanced through the aerodrome. A few shots
were fired. In the hangars were captured, half-asleep,
two large parties of Germans, comprising the greater part of
a company.
The leading wave went on over the slight
swelling in the plateau until it dipped towards Warfushe.
There Captain Morgan ordered it to dig in; the second wave
began to dig a support line in rear of the hangars.
The two companies had now reached the neighbourhood
of the old British outpost-line; their right flank lay beyond
a haystack a little north of the railway, and was actually
about I , j O O yards past the farthest point reached by the 13th
Brigade attacking the Monument.
No sign could be seen
of that brigade. The northern flank of the two companies
was estimated to be 700 yards in advance of the 59th. Some
officers of that battalion came up and insisted on taking back
Elliott himself was never aware of the discrepancy. “ Certainly,” he wrote
afterwards replying to a y t i c i s m , in The Rcmuking of Modern Armies by Captain
Liddell Hart (
303)
I never de arted from the ob ectir-es given me by the
higher commancf;’ Ye; comments maze by him years afierwards indicate that he
then thought that by reaching the Hamel road his brigade had attained its
objective It is just possible that, as General Butler of the I11 Corps suggested
in his report, Elliott believed the old front line to have lain there. But whatever
his belief he had ulaced the resDonsibihtv
who had the knowledge
. w.o n the guides.
~.
82 Major R
hIcL. C Aitchison, 57th En. Salesman; of Brunswick, Vic ; b.
Geclong. Vic.. 7 Nov.. 1889.
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a number of their men
\tho were digging in
with the left of the
j7th. Captain Peacock,
in charge of that flank,
thinking that the 59th
had mistaken its orders
.:
or position, made his
way back to Captain
Smith, its senior conipany conimander, and
persuaded him to order his line forward. Smith was about
to do so when figures were seen coming from the front. They
were the two companies of the 57th. After they had dug for
fifteen minutes, Morgan had found the enemy outflanking
thein on the northern side, and, considering their position
unsafe. had ordered them to fall hack to the first enemy trench
It was then about 2.30 a m . on the 25th.
The 59th had thoroughly reorganised, and Captain Smith,
after conference with Captains Peacock and Morgan (57th),
and Young (59th), and Lieutenant Threlkeld (one of the
guiding officers from the 56th), decided that it was unsafe
to go farther.
“There would have been little difficulty in
reoccupying the old line (astride the Roman road) had OUT
flank been even partially secure,” Smith reported a f t e r ~ a r d s . ~ ~
Captain Young was for digging in according to Elliott’s
general plan, with the flank curved back on the northern edge
of the Roman road, and this course was adopted. Captain
Southwells4 continued Young’s line, bending his company back
to face the town.
Smith decided.to keep his company (the
reserve of the 59th) forward and fill a gap between Young’s
and Bursey’s. The two advanced companies of the 57th, now
that the plan of extending the line across the Roman road had
been abandoned, fell hack to the first captured trench-line in
rear of the 59th-the position which they were to have taken
up as reserve under the order issued by Elliott at 9.5 a.m.
-~
“ H e added that i f the two companies of the 57th had rernamed f o ~ w a t d and
formed a right flank, he would have gone on.
MCapt. B C. S. S. Southwell, jgth Bn.
Schoolmaster: of hfoonee Ponds
Vic : b Launceston. Tas.. 26 Nov.. 1882.
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The two rear companies of the 57th, under Captain Elliott8‘
and 1-ieutenant Morrow,ss had been charged with the highly
diificult task of changing direction as soon as the first objective
was reached, and wheeling in a nearly complete semicircle so
as to face the edge of the town and protect the advance of
the rest. Before the start there had been little time to impart
these orders, but Lieutenant Morrow had informed his N.C.O’s
(says Sergeant WilkinsonS7) that
he would tell us more on the way, so I took the opportunity of learning
all I could while we halted (at the first objective).

Machine-gun fire from the town was furious, but as yet
wild and high, and the burning house was of great assistance
in keeping direction.
Officers and N.C.O’s duly led their
platoons round in a wide semicircle; in Morrow’s company
some who had received no orders and had no notion where
to go were helped by Major Aitchison, second-in-cornmatid of
the battalion, who came up with the intelligence officer and
scout sergeantss precisely at this juncture when his guidance
was wanted. The two companies actually reached the exact
position intended, some
of them occupying small
German trenches evidently
dug the day before, others
digging in.
Aitchison
shifted some of the platoons so as to extend the
left to the Roman road
near the flank of the 59th.
about 700 yards east of the
town. A little farther east
Y0ur.g’~ company of the
59th placed a small post on each side of the main road. Many
Germans came along the road from the town “ apparently
66 Capt L. W. Elliott. D S 0 ; 57th Bn.
Clerk, and aerated water manufacturer; of Carlton, Vic., b. Carlton, z z D e c , 1891.
MCapt T. W. Morrow, 57th Bn Agricultural machinery manufacturer, of
hientone, Vic ; b. Parkville, V i c , z z April, 1883
E’S@. A. J Wilkinson (No 4627, 57th B n . ) .
Pork butcher, of Golden
Square, Vic.: b. Serpentine, V i c , 1 6 March. 1896.
=Lieut R Doutreband and S g t W. H. J. Baskiville. (Doutreband belonged
to Middle Park. V i c , and Sydney; Baskiville. who died on 1 8 March, 1925, was
of Bathurst, N S \ V , and New Zealand.)
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quite unconcerned, smoking cigarettes,” arid from the other
direction arrived a party of them pulling a hand-cart with
trench-mortar shells. All were allowed to approach, and then
abruptly challenged and made prisoners.
Major Aitchison went on to look for the forward companies, and, with something of a shock, came upon them almost
at once, in the old British reserve-trench, behind the front
north of the road. H e spoke strongly to the leaders until the
reason was explained to him, and then ordered up both companies to niake a flank for the 59th a little north of the Roman
road. They moved accordingly and dug in before dawn about
fifty yards in front of the centre of the Sgth, which served as
a support line for them. Ahead of them, just south of the
road, mas the aerodrome. Major Aitchison there left them
with orders that a patrol should be sent to the south to see if
it could find the flank of the 13th Brigade.
The companies of the 60th Battalion, which formed the
left of the attack, had, from the first wild charge, headed
too much to the south, closing on to the Sgth, which also
crowded slightly too far to the right. Consequently, though
Lieutenants Simpson and Veale of the 60th’s left company
continually searched in the dark for the flank of the 14th
Brigade, they reached the Villers-Bretonneux-Haniel road
without seeing a trace of it. When the advance stopped, patrols
immediately sent out could discover nothing of it. Germans
were found north of the flank, and Simpson therefore swung
back his company to face north-east, with its left 600 yards
to the rear of the Hamel road. Farther south, Major Kuring
of the 59th, seeing that the troops were too thick in the centre,
despatched to the left flank half of one of the support companies of the 60th (Captain A r t e r ’ ~ ~ ~ )These
.
platoons
extended the flank westward to nearly half-a-mile. Simpson
was just taking out a patrol-a
corporal, A. Stewart,Bo and
four men-when a large party approached. On being halted.
it proved to lie hostile: a Burst from a Lewis gun prevented
it from fleeing, and titenty Germans with four light machine.
guns were captured.
‘BCapt J . H Arter, 60th Bn Farmer; of Carrajung, Vlc.; b Old Normantnn,
Derby, E n g . 18 J a n , ISQO.
* L/Sgt. A. Stewart, M.M. (No. 3323; 60th Rn ). Scnman. in W. Xust. pilot
iervice: of Alliany and Fremantle: b Footscras, V I C , 18 July, ISW.
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Colonel Marshall, hearing from
one of his intelligence officers
(Lieutenant Pizzey) that this flank
had had to dig in short of the
objective, at once came round the
line: it was then near daylight,
and, being of opinion that it should
now be easier to find the 14th
Brigade’s flank, Marshall directed ”
that Simpson’s company should send out yet another patrol
under an officer, while one of his own intelligence officers
(Lieutenant Cannon) endeavoured to lead a scouting party
from the flank of the 54th to meet it. Simpson’s patrol ran
into a German post, which surrendered to him, but before he
entert-d it all the patrol except himself and his sergeanta1 were
hit by machine-gun fire from another German post. Being
prevented by this fire from returning to his company, Simpson
dragged his wounded into the trench, killed the Germans, made
comfortable his own wounded men, and held the post all day,
sniping several of the enemy. Gannon’s patrol found some
British infantry behind the flank of the 14th Brigade, and
started out from that position to meet Simpson, but was
immediately fired on by a German post 100 yards ahead, one
of the patrol being killed. I t was clear that Germans werE
firnily dug in between the two brigades, and further efforts
to link up were abandoned until nightfall.

-

German accounts of the swift attack north of Villers-Bretonneux
are as meagre as those of the attack south of it are complete. At
midnight forward observers of the III/48th I.R. north of the town
reported that a strong force was concentrating in the valley to the
north-east, to barrage which (by indirect fire) two platoons of thc
heavy machine-guns of the 35th Fusilier had been specially disposed.
The historian of each regiment concerned says that the attack broke
through its neighbour. Actually it burst through the 4j8th I R . northwest of the town, missing most of the 479th (which continued to
intervene between the 15th and 14th Brigades) but carrying away the
8th company of the 35th Fusilier Regiment, which linked its divisioii
(228th) in the town with the 243rd Division extending to Vaire Wood.
The troops past whom the assault had brushed on the northern out7th
skirts were the 48th I.R. (228 Division). Farther_east, the _
Sgt W. E Acton. D C hI. (No. 4 7 2 6 ; 60th B n ) . Sador and labourer, of
South Melbourne. I Godstone. Surrey, Eng , a May, 1896.
81
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company of the 35th Fusilier, directly east of the town and south oi
the Roman road, occupied old British trenches there, collected the
stragglers who streamed from the town, and (according to Its regimental historian) counter-attacked and drove back the Australians
from the south of the road.
The 207th R.I.R., holding the western
end of the town, was unaware of the attack until some time after it
had occurred, but the energetic commander of the II/$3th I R , Captain
leichmann, who now controlled the troops of his regiment in the
forward area, was quickly aware that he was almost cut off. H e
placed hi$ 5th company, which was too weak to counter-attack, facing
rearwards north of the Roman road, and with heavy fire from its
rifles and machine-guns into the rear of the 15th Brigade it hampered
the further progress of the attack

By 4 o’clock on April 25th-the third anniversary of the
Landing at Anzac-the two Australian brigades had established
then~selves-not, it is true, upon the objective set them, completely cutting off the town, but so near to it that it was certain
that the enemy, unless he dislodged them, must withdraw his
troops from the town and wood, if indeed it was still possible
for them to escape. To render their withdrawal more difficult,
two machine-guns of the 25th Company (A.I.F.) under
Lieutenant I<ooneyg2were ordered by Major Kuring to cover
the level space east of the village, while two others, and five
captured German machine-guns, fired towards the front. In
support, under Lieutenant Wats0n.9~ four guns of the 14th
Company protected the front, while four more German
machine-guns were turned to the rear, covering the village.
Four guns of the 24th Company (A.I.F.) also came up.
On the other side of the town, the 13th Brigade had two
machine-guns of the 13th Company with the 5rst Battalion,
750 yards south-west of the railway station, two more with
the 52nd opposite the Monument, four others under Lieutenant
Cowleyg4firing on the southern entrances to the town and the
exits from the wood, and another eight under Captain
Cory9z in readiness in and near Cachy

m Lieut. C. \V. Roonry. 95th

h1.G Coy.

--

Commercial traveller; of Surrey Hllls,

Vic ; b Surrey Hills, 8 April, 18gz.
93 Lleut. N. E. B. Eglese. bf C. (served as L. E. Watson); 14th M.G. Coy.
Clerk, of Double Bay, N . S W . , h. \Vollongong. N.S W., 1 5 July, 1895.
94 Lieut
T. E. Cowley. b1.C : 13th hl C. Coy. Commercial traveller; of
Frcmantle, \\’ Aust : b Lwerpool. Eng.. ra Oct , 1890.
s5 Capt. W. bl. B. Cory, h[ C.: 13th &I G. Coy.
Crazier: of Warwick. Q’land,
b. Clermont, Q’land, I O Nov.. 1884
1.ieutennnt F. S. Burt (of Carnarvon. W.A., pastoralist). whow guns were with
the ~ 1 s tand qznd. was killed. but his t e a m s carried on under Cpl. R. L. Davie.
Light trench-mortars went forward with each brigade, hut were not used
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It will be remembered that, while the Australians were to
enclose Villers-Bretonneux, the town was to be cleared by two
1)attalions of the Sth Division. the 2znd
‘learing Of the
Durham Light Infantry, attached’to the 15th
town and wood
Brigade, attaching it from the north, and
the 2nd Northaniptonsliire, attacliid to tlie 13th Brigade,
entering it from the south.
The Australian commanders
assumed that these units would have a comparatively easy
task: and as the niqht went on, and the enemy’s fire from the
town, and even from Bois l’AbbC, continued actively, the
impression spread that their operations had not been vigorously
attempted. General Heneker, on being iiiformed at 4.15 by
Elliott that he suspected the zznd D.L.I. had not moved at
all,97 ordered the 2nd Royal Berkshire to clear the town a.;
soon as possible in their stead.
Brigadier-General Glasgow,
also, afterwards reported that during the attack nothing was
seen of the 2nd Northamptonshire ; it was subsequently learned
that the battalion was late in leaving the Aubigny line,8s and
that at an early stage its commander ( Lieuteiiarit-Colonel
Lathani) and adjutant (Captain Essanie) were wounded-the
former mortally.
It was assumed by General Glasgow and
others that the battalion’s plans had been disorgani5ed by this
mishap.
Actually, both the Northamptonshire and the Durham Light
Infantry, though very late, had attacked, the former (now
under coninland of Major Forster) ,8’ following tlie 51st and
50th Battalions, having caught up with them at the wire in
front of Cacliy Switch. After passing the wire with severe
casualties, the Northampton swung north-eastwards towards
the town, tlie outskirts of which overlapped the railway on
the other side of the valley. It was at this stage that its
during the actual attack. T h e 50th Battalion took its two attached mortars (15th
L T M Battery) forward with the infantry. T h e officer-in-charge of them, Lieutenant
A. C. Drvies (AIalvern and Ofticer. Vic ), was mortally wounded, his men joined
ir the charge, and most of the tiench-mortar shells were dropped.
The 57th
and 6 0 t h held their attached trench-mortar parties Lack a t battallon headquarters
until the line was established wliich proved much the better plan.
T h e 13th
L.T.M. Battery found all targets out of range.
nColonel Layh (57th) had reported that they apparently had not advanced.
88 I t liad occupied part of this line a t the southern edge of Bois 1’Ahhi..
m Major H T Forster. D S 0 , iV C., Royal Berkshire Regt (attached 2nd
Northants)
Member of British Regular Army: b Christchurch, Hampshire, Eng.,
1 4 N o v , 1S7S. Killed in action, 29 Alar. 1915
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colonel and adjutant were hit, but the subsequent advance was
comparatively easy until the line entered the head of the gully
south of Villers-Bretonneux, when it was seen in the light of
flares that rose from the town and the Bois d'Aquenne, and
intense fire was opened
on it from the railway
;"a4
embankment. The advance
was stopped and the
Northaniptons
sought
safety on the plateau
farther east. From here
a second attempt mas
made, but was met by machine-gun fire and the advance ended
Lehind the 13th Brigade's flank. Major Forster now found
Captain Harburn and arranged to dig in at right angles to
Earburn's flank. which was open through the failure to meet
the 15th Brigade. Before the fight ended, the Northamptonshire had lost 285 officers and men.
The 2 m d Durham Light Infantry also started late, its
commander, Lieutenant-Colonel James,lOO (himself an Australian), not having reached Elliott until 930 p.m. James,
whose battalion had just been moved tip to the west of the
village, warned Elliott that it would be late, but was told that
this did not greatly matter provided that the battalion " mopped
up " the north of the town during the night. Its patrols found
the eastern outskirts strongly held, and attempts made by two
companies to approach were met by intense fire, and were
therefore not strongly pressed.
''L

The history of the 35th Fusilier Regiment, whose 6th company was
in support at the western end of the town, says that at 5 a m . n man
of the 207th R.IR. came in with news that the enemy had broken in
between the 11th and 12th companies of his regiment. 'i'he 6th
company at once counter-attacked and reoccupied the line.
At aboat
the same time the 5th company defeated with loss an attack by the
British west of the village, the German officers personally serving the
light machine-guns. The attack first referred to appears to have been
made by the zznd D L I .

The fact was that the task allotted to the attached
British battalions was far from being as easy as Australian
1,ieut -Col B C.
Devon Regt , 1 9 1 6 / 1 8 ;
of Port Hedland. W
hfarch. ISSZ. Died, z

James. D S 0 : Devonshire Regt.
Commanded 8th Bn.,
zand B n , D L I , 1 9 1 8 . Officer of Britlsh Regular Army:
Aust , and North Devon, Eng ; b. Clare. S. Aust , 25
July, 1 9 3 0
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commanders assumed. While the thrust of the two Australian
brigades was directed where the Germans did not expect it,
the 2and D.L.I. and and Northampton had to strike where the
blow was expected, and the Germans were in strength with
great numbers of machine-guns and fully prepared. Nevertheless the British efforts were not wasted, since even the
attempt by the aand D.L.I. probably served to mystify the
enemy as to the true direction of the main thrusts.
Dawn drew near without any apparent diminution in the
strength of the Germans holding the town, although those in
the Bois d'Aquenne became noticeably less active.
To the
flank of the 57th and 59th Battalions of Elliott's brigade, where
it faced westwards towards the town, the machine-gun fire
of the 48th I.R. from houses and hedges on the outskirts had
been most galling, especially while the brigade's line was being
organised. About 3 o'clock, Captain Southwell of the 59th
sent a party to raid a neighbouring house. As the Australians
reached the place and lined out, eighteen Germans were discerned leaving it and creeping in single file, holding each
other's coat-tails, along a passage beside the building. Alarmed
by some sound, they dashed in panic for the cellar A bomb
was thrown in, and they presently surrendered. The place
was a medical aid-post; the German doctor in charge was
allowed to return to it. and, with his orderly and one AUStralian, tended the German wounded who lay within. As the
light began to grow, German snipers in other houses and
in the hedges became more active.
On the western flank
Lieutenant Levy'Ol of Elliott's company of the 57th took out
a patrol of a dozen men, killed several Germans, and captured
and brought in two heavy machine-guns and five prisoners.
A patrol of the same company under Sergeant Liddicut"J2
captured another machine-gun.
Opposite the next company
(Morrow's, of the 57th). although the Germans in parts
sniped keenly, killing a sergeant and wounding several men,
a white rag was seen waving in a hedge. Lieutenant Money'q'
Lieut. C. J. Levy, 57th Bn. Commercial traveller; of Mosman. N S.\V.;
b. Hunter's Hill, N.S.W , z Dec , 1894.
I0'Sgt. G . H . R Liddicut. M.M. (No. 1447; 57th Bn.). Blacksmith; of
Stawell. Vic.; b. Wal \Val, Vic., 1 2 Sept., 1893.
loaLieut. W. A. Money, hf.C, M.M..;
57th-Bn. Farmer; of Melbourne; b.
Islington. London. g Aug., 1895.
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got leave to go out with four inen, and a German officer and
51 inen surrendered to them.
In the event of the town not being cleared by the 22nd
D.L.I. during the night, these companies of the 57th were to
undertake the task at daylight; and Lieutenant Levy on
returning advised Captain Elliott that it was now practicable.
Major Aitchison, who had come back in order to see to this,
directed that Elliott's and h f o r r o ~ companies
' ~ ~ ~ ~ (the latter
now under Lieutenant CarnegielOa) should carry out a left
wheel, sweeping through the eastern half of the town and finally
emerging from its eastern
edge to take up a line in '
front of it. After seeing
the movement begun at 6
o'clock, Aitchison and his
sergeant returned to battalion headquarters, shep- . B.
herding the prisoners.
start his company on
this maticeuvre, Cariiegie was badly hit.
H e was able,
though with difficulty, to describe the outlines of the
plan to Lieutenant Rena,loB who then led forward the
company.
Farther west Elliott's company, entering the
town where the Hamelet and Fouilloy roads converged, met
there a company of the 2nd Royal Berkshire allotted for
the same duty, and the two pushed on together. Every now
and again a machine-gun opened on them from one of the
houses. The Lewis gunners were set to fire on these buildings
from the front, while other men made their way round and
bombed thein from the rear.
On finding themselves surrounded, the Germans surrendered.
This process repeated
itself as the troops advanced.
Some of the Lewis gunners
1w Morrow was missing, and was atterwards found to be badly gassed and
shocked. H e pluckily returned to !y company the next eveninK and (according
Lo the report of Lieutenant Rena)
refused to go out of the line
. but
spent a night of agony in the line."
'a Lieut. \V. B. Carnegie, 57th Bn
hIeat inspector; of Canterbury. Vic : b.
Beith, Ayrshire, Scotland, z Jan., r S S z . Died, a May, 1935.
'mLieut.-Col. J. A. Rena; q7th Bn. Electrical engineer; b. New York. Z I June,
1893.
( H e was one of th; few who had been permitted to join the A.1.F
overseas H e had been working with the hlarconi company on mast construction
near Cairo when be became a member of the and L H. Regt. a t hlaadi in
January, I ~ I S . )

.

.
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finally brought their guns to bear on a central cross-road
ahead, while other parties working up two streets that converged thither, drove sixty Germans into this trap and captured
them. In a factory on the left flank Lieutenant Falconer's10T
platoon also had captured s i s mincnwerfer. By the time the
main street was reached, the number of prisoners had amounted
to 150. Rena's conipany on the left had captured at least as
many, and, having a shorter distance to wheel, finished its
task fairly quickly. Both companies, having the further duty
of establishing a line east of the town, were much embarrassed
by the number of the prisoners-the process of detaching men
to escort them threatened to prove too great a drain on the
force. Fortunately, on the main road, at the rear entrance of the
town was found a company of the Durham Light Infantry,
just arrived from the northern outskirts.
Captain Elliott
handed over to it all his prisoners; farther to the east, Rena
had similarly passed his prisoners to the 2nd Royal Berkshire.
The two conipanies of the 57th were thus left free to
complete their left wheel and move out east of the town.
Lieutenant Rena, having finished the first part of his task by
9 o'clock, slopped at some old British trenches south of the
Roman road just beyond the town, waiting for Elliott's company to come up on his right. His position happened to be
in continuance of a front which Aitchison had already allotted
to Captain Morgan's company, then still north of the road.
Rena's left flank platoon under Lieutenant Money found touch
with the 59th;Ox and Rena protected the right by throwing
back a platoon, and picked out a suitable position for Elliott's
company, to which Aitchison now sent an urgent message.
Elliott's platoons had just finished clearing their part of
the town of all Germans whom they could find, and Lieutenant
Falconer, commanding the left platoon, had formed up his
sections to move in the new direction and started to advance
eastwards, when he heard brisk machine-gun fire in his rear.
The sound was that of Lewis guns, but, suspecting that the
users were Germans, he decided to go back and deal with them.
H e found many Germans in scattered parties, some of which
fought stubbornly.
After clearing these and handing the
'O'Licut. D. Falconer, 5-th Bn
Iron merchant; of Neutral Bay. N.S.W.:
b. Montrose, Scotland, 1 7 Nov., 18S5.
Money had with him. foi use, a captured machine-gun.
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prisoners to the British troops, or sending back large numbers
under the escort of single Australians, he was informed by
a German who spoke excellent English that a number of the
enemy under several officers were in a house near the
railway station.
Suspecting that this was the centre of
resistance, Falconer turned thither after stationing a Lewis
gun to guard his rear. With five men he was manceuvring
to seize the house when a loud rattle of rifles and
machine-guns broke out from the bridge over the railway
at the end of the street. Hurrying thither he found
SIX of his menlog on the bridge, engaged in a fire-fight at
close range with very large numbers of Germans who were
moving eastwards along the far side of the railway, across his
front. A Lewis gunner, Private Patten,"O and his team had
reached the bridge to
find twenty-five Germans escaping along
the rails. After firing
a magazine into these
at close range Patten
turned his gun upon
zoo of the enemy who
were retiring across
the open south of
the railway, towards
Monument
Wood.
Corporal J. P. Flynn,
believing these to be Australians, ordered him not to fire, but
ai that moment a machine-gun with the enemy fired upon the
Australian party. Patten had detected this gun and, after
silencing it with a second magazine, poured his fire into the
retreating crowd.
Lieutenant Falconer on hearing the
Lewis gun hurried to the bridge. Without knowing it, his
small party was now commanding the Germans' only avenue
o i retreat from the town and wood. Fearing to be cut
off he temporarily withdrew it, but sent a message
to Captain Elliott for reinforcements with which to clear
this enemy, and then, after getting another platoon to
.L

IOs These included Cpl. J. P. Flynn (Apsley and Skene's Creek, Vic.), Private M.
J. Harvey (Ampitheatre, Vic.), and Private Ford.
llOCpl. \V. Patten, M.M. (No. 3914; 57th Bn.). Farm labourer; of Stawcll,
Vic., b. Daylesford. Vic., 27 March, 1894.
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protect his rear, and having collected most of his own
men, started again for the bridge. But Captain Elliott,
not receiving his message, sent him an urgent order-which
now reached him-to move to the eastern edge of the town.
On his arrival there Elliott told hini that the British troops
were to complete the niopping-up of the town-Elliott’s company was required to establish part of the line east of it. It
was then about 10.30, and, learning from Falconer that the
southern half of the town was fairly clear of the enemy, Elliott
sent two platoons under Lieutenant Levy to take position south
of Rena’s company, but kept Falconer’s platoons behind them
in houses and trenches on the outskirts to guard against a
possible attack from the direction of the bridge. Then, entrusting his conipany until dusk to Lieutenant Levy, Captain Elliott
himself went back to explain to headquarters the rather complicated situation.
The history of the 35th Fusilier Regiment states that a t a m the
commander of the 228th Division, hearing of the retirement of the
4th Guard Division, ordered the 228th Division back to the old British
trenches on the eastern outskirts of the town, and a t 4 3 0 ordered the
jumping-off line for the previous morning’s attack to be held at all
cmts.
These statements are inconsistent with other records, but,
whether they are true or not, most German accounts agree that until
7 o’clock the German troops holding the northern and western edges
of Vil1ers;Bretonneux ha! received no such order.
At that hour, it
is said, a strong attack (actually that of the mopping-up companies
of the 57th Battalion and 2nd Royal Berkshire) against the I/48th
I R . between the Fouilloy and Hamelet roads forced its way into the
town.
The men of the II/&th a t the north-eastern corner now saw
numbers of their own I Battalion and of the 207th R1.R. and 93rd
R.1.R retiring through the town behind them, making for the station
The house in which Captain Teichmann had his headquarters-with
which also were those of the 11/35th Fusilier-was
under aimed
machine-gun fire and almost surrounded, and Teichmann accordingly
gave orders for withdrawal, “ which was carried out fighting and
without haste.”
I t was about 830 before the two companies of the
35th on the western outskirts withdrew, Reserve Lieutenant Priese
having first blown up some captured trench-mortars.
The two fieldguns under Sergeant-Major Jarocz were pulled out from the position
after most of the infantry had gone, the Germans man-handling them
in quarter-mile stages for 3,000 yards.

Brigadier-General Elliott, as usual, straining on the leash.
had obtained leave to move his reserve battalion, the 58tI1, up
to the reserve line north of Villers-Bretonneux in case an
opportunity offered for pressing on into German territory.
Actually, however, as soon as the mist cleared, machine-guns,
as on the previous day, prevented almost any movement on
44
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the plateau. At S o’clock Major Aitchison, returning from
headquarters of tlie 57th Battalion to its two coiiipaiiies north
of tlie lConian road, found that, owing to intense machine-gun
fire from the eastern edge of the town, the companies had not
crossed the road.
Twice in the early morning large parties
of Geriiians had tried to approach from the east, over the
ground south of the road, but were stopped by fire. A iarge
party trying to leave the town by the main road had also been
stopped by an Australian machine-gun firing directly down it;
but while Aitcliison was present, at 8.30, the German posts on
the eastern edge of the town retired over the open south of
the Roman road in spite of keen enfilade fire from the
Australian line north of the road. At that time tlie “ moppingu p ” companies of the 57th had not yet emerged from the
town, and it was clear that, for the moment, the urgent task
was to establish the line south of tlie road. Aitcliison accordingly told Captain Morgan to make ground there as soon as
the chance occurred.
The movement, seen by Aitchison, of German troops from east of
the town was doubtless the retirement of the 7th company of the
11135th Fusilier Regiment, which had been occupying the old British
trenches there. The moiement from the east towards the town was
the first counter-measure taken by the nearest staffs outside the town
on learning of the danger of encirclement to the troops in VillersBre tonneux
When first reports of this danger had come through, the 228th
Division still had two battalions of the 35th Fusilier Regiment in
reserve.
Shortly after dawn an officer of this regiment, Reserve
Lieutenant Krause, managed to get through to Captain Teichmann of
the .tSth, and at 620 Krause returned with a message from him.
*‘ I ask urgent relief as I ani surrounded Attack as quickly a s possible
on both sides of the Roman road
The enemy will then be driven
into my arms.”
The commander of the 35th, Lieutenant-Colonel
Tietze. decided to put in his I11 Battalion south of the Roman road,
and asked the 48th I.R. to put in the III/48th north of the road. The
III/.@th, however, was already in Villers-Bretonneux
Tietze would
net put in the I/35th, this being the last reserve of the division111
and the situation of the 4th Guard Division being still, he believed,
obscure. Consequently at 7.20 the III/gSth advanced alone south of
the road, with orders to attack the southern flank of the Australian
line there. Moving on a two-company front, it met the rearward parts
of the II/35th on their way back from the town The commander of
the retiring battalion agreed to cover the southern flank of the I11
while the latter advanced: but after going 300 yards under artillery
and machine-gun fire, finding no German troops to right or left, the
111 stoDDed The forward comDanies of the II/.??s under Reserve
1’1 This IS the account given in the history of the 35th.
that the decisions were those of the divisional commander.

It seems more probable
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Lieutenant Priese, now wounded, afterwards came through-doubtless
along the railway cutting-from Villers-Bretonneux, and remained in
support.

Shortly after the advance of the III/35th Fusilier was
stopped, Captain Morgan of the 57th Battalion tried to carry
out Aitchison's instructions. One of his platoons lined the
road, fifty yards ahead of his trench, to give covering fire
while others crossed the road. At the very start, however,
the attempt met intense machine-gun fire from buildings on
the aerodrome. Several men were immediately hit, and the
plan was abandoned. The two companies that had cleared
Villers-Bretonneux, however, extended half -way from the road
to the railway and, except the safe avenue afforded by the
railway cutting, all exits from the town were closed to the
enemy. An hour later a company of the Durham Light
Infantry reached the east end of the village with orders to
fill the gap south of the 57th. Lieutenant Falconer advised
its commander first to oust the German posts from around the
bridge and asked for leave to
help- him, which however was
refused. The Durhams cleared
the Germans from the southeastern end of the village, but
lost sixteen men in the process,
and eventually dug-in in the
station yard.ll* Throughout the
morning the posts of the 15th
Brigade could see Germans, who had retired by the railway.
withdrawing past the haystack nrhich the 57th had reached
the night before.

South of Villers-Bretonneux, dawn had found the 51st
Battalion and 2nd Northampton well in sight of the station
bridge but some 750 yards south-west of it. Lieutenant
Earl's post on the left, and a post under Lieutenant Nuttall
of the 50th farther in rear, shot down with their Lewis guns
numbers of the Germans who streamed back there. The

-

1l'In the whole fightmg the D.L.I. lost 3 officers and 186 of other ranks.
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Germans still held the town and railway, a quarter of a mile
north of the 13th Brigade, and the wood in the valley halfa-mile in its rear. Until dawn machine-guns were shooting
from the wood behind the headquarters of the battalions of
the 13th Brigade, and flares from the wood constantly fell
on or near the
road in rear of
these headquarters.
After dawn these
flares still rose.
But at 6 o'clock
there came to the
headquarters
of
the SIst and p i c 1
Battalions at Cachy
Switch a tank
oficer,
Captain
Hoi1lton,1'~ who had been ordered to deal with any German
tanks in front of the Switch and to help in clearing the
Germans from Villers-Bretonneux. H e said that he had three
tanks back near the wood, but that his instructions were vague,
and he asked Colonel Christie (5rst) if he could suggest a
definite task. Christie desired him to clear the wood; and,
saying that he was " glad to have a job," Houlton returned to
his tanks. About 7 o'clock the Australians saw Germans
running from the timber as the tanks worked through it and
along its eastern edge into the valley south of the town.
The tanks found the machine-guns in the wood, rounded up
parties of the enemy in the valley, and returned at about 8
o'clock driving their prisoners before them. The battalions
of the 23rd (British) Brigade,ll' which had reorganised
during the night, had been ordered to reoccupy the wood,
but at dawn German machine-gun fire had stopped them near
the position held throughout the previous day by Colonel
Hill (2nd East Lancs.).l15 The 2nd West Yorkshire now
1"Capt. S. Houlton. 1st Bn., Tank Corps.
Schoolmaster; of Derby, Eng.; b.
Derby, 1 5 June, 1891.
114 Which originally held the Monument front
At this time the and West
Sorkshire was able to muster only 7 officers and 85 men, the and Middlesex 3
officers and 54 men. the and Devonshlre 6 officers and 300 men.
'"Hill's force waa withdrawn by order at I a m on the rgtb.
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sent a detachment round to the south of the wood, and, by
working in from there, the Bois d'Aquenne was easily reoccupied. By 9.30 these troops and the Sherwood Foresters
had taken 75 prisoners, and the wood was reported to be
clear.
German narratives say that the wood had been held throughout
the night by the 4th Guard Division, its 93rd R.I.R. occupying the
northern part, and the 5th Foot Guard the southern. At 3 o'clock
there reached headquarters of the 5th Foot Guard information that the
troops were still holding out, their rear protected by the znd, sth, and
8th companies lining the Cachy-Villers-Bretonneux road (actually the
other companies in the wood had not been attacked). The commanders
of the I and II/5th Guard Grenadier, returning to the Monument area
on relief from the wood, were seized on by the commander of the
5th Foot Guard, Major von Kriegsheim, and set to collect all troops
at hand, and, with the III/sth Foot Guard, to counter-attack in a southwesterly direction from the Monument. Major von Kriegsheim threw
his own powerful personality into the preparations, building up with
engineers, headquarters troops, and others the shaky line there. But
shortage of leaders, mixture of units, and strong fire of all arms from
their opponents made it impossible to launch the counter-attack.
To prevent the troops in the Bois d'Aquenne from being cut off,
Kriegsheim planned another counter-attack-this
one to be launched at
dawn from the southern edge of Villers-Bretonneux, but the opposing
machine-gun fire rendered this also abortive.
So far the German reaction of which those on the British side had
seen evidence had been that of the troops and staffs in the German
forward area. From now onward, however, measures taken by the
higher staff began to be apparent.
On the German side, as occasionally happened to most troops during the war, the immediate prelude
to disaster was an influx of telegrams congratulating the attacking
divisions upon the splendid nature of their wccess. The X l V Reserve
Corps, however, a t sundown on the 24th was aware of a weak spot
at the point where the left of the 4th Guard Division and the right
of the 77th Reserve Division, farther back, should have joined-the
coniniander of the Guard division knew that this was insufficiently
covered by the III/5th Foot Guard. A t 1.20 a.m. corps headquarters
received news that a British counter-attack had driven through this
weak junction, forced back the 5th Foot Guard, and reached the
southern edge of Villers-Bretonneux, and that the only formed troops
ahead of it were weak reserves of those same troops on the VillersBretonneux-Dimuin road. The X I Corps had no word as to the
counter-attack and no troops available to reinforce its right, and the
X I V Reserve therefore had to provide these.
Two battalions of the 1st Grenadier Regiment (1st Division) were
accordingly ordered to Marcelcave, to counter-attack south of VillersBretonneux.
The Second -4rmy at the same time ordered the 9th
Eavarian Reserve Division up to the rear of Warfusee. About this
time word arrived that the 228th Division on the northern side of the
town also had been attacked; but it was understood to be holding
out, and, as it still had two battalions of the 35th Fusilier in reserve.
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the main reserve of the X I V Reserve Corps-the
74th I.R. (19th
Dlvision)-and
two battalions of the 1st Grenadier Regiment (1st
Division) were sent to the 4th Guard Division.
That division was
ordered to use these reserves in counter-attacking a t 6 a m . in caoperation with the 77th Reserve Division, to which the XI Corps had
then given the 78th I R. (19th Division).
While the necessary movements were being carried out, I‘ there
arrived from the 228th Division a t 5.20 the shattering news that after
repelling !,wo attacks” its right flank also, and the front of the 243rd
Division on Hill 104,’’ had been driven in by a third onslaught.
About the same time it was learned that the regiments reinforcing
the 4tb Guard Division could not be in position to attack at 6, and
“ z e r o hour was accordingly postponed, first to 7.30 and then to 8
At this stage for the first time the corps commander learnt that the
British counter-attack during the night had reached the Roman road
east of Villers-Bretonneux.
Meanwhile, however, the thick morning mist had helped the advanced
German troops to avoid the worst disaster
Most of those in the
Bois d’Aquenne managed to retire to the railway station-the 5th company of the 35th Fusilier a t that stage covering them by lining the
railway embankment at the south-western edge of the town.
At
8 o’clock, after most of these troops that were able to get clear of the
town had been withdrawn, the forward elements of both divisions
retired from their position along the railway cutting under heavy fire,
which caused great loss. The tail of the 5th Foot Guard withdrew
from the south-eastern outskirts to a point half-way between the
railway station and the Monument, where the flank of the Guard
division remained, facing north.
Farther south Major Kriegsheim
had established a line from the Monument towards Hangard Wood,
facing west, his headquarters being a couple of hundred yards in rear
of the crossways south of Monument Wood.
At g o’clock there came t o him the commanders of the 1st Grenadier
Regiment and 74th I . R , which had been due to attack at 8 o’clock, and
close after them arrived their regiments, wave upon wave.
As they
streamed up, the mist lifted and British fire was poured upon them.
It was clear that the British expected an attack, and the German
commanders on the spot realised that, without preparation, success was
out of the question.
The reinforcements were therefore used to
strengthen the existing front, where they were shelled with great
intensity, numbers being buried by the bursts and dug out again.
? h e 9th Bavarian Reserve Division (the last rescrve of XIV Corps),
which at the same time was coming up behind the 228th, was found to
be in no condition to attack
The order for the operation. the main
object of which had been to relieve the troops in the Bois d‘Aquenne,
was accordingly cancelled.

While these events, largely unknown on the British side,
were proceeding, at 8 o’clock the mist rising from the plateau
in front of Cachy disclosed a number of
gaps
troops
digging-in between a quarter and half
April 25
a mile to the south-west of the 13th Brigads
and rather behind its right flank. The Royal West Kent was
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to have occupied this area, and as the troops seen were standing
up fully exposed, digging as unhindered as labourers in peacetime, it was generally assumed that they were British. From
the first, however, some suspicion existed as to their identity,
and Colonels Whitham and Christie telephoned to Glasgow's
headquarters asking that an inquiry should be made of the
54th Brigade. Their cloiibts were
increasing when at 9 o'clock there
arrived at their joint battalion
headquarters an officer of the 2nd
N o r t h a n ~ p t o n s h i r e bringing
~~~
two
blindfolded Germans, who carried
an astonishing message. It appeared
that they had come in with a white
flag to the posts of the 7th Bedford
on the right of the p i d , and that
Lieutenant Tysoe had ordered one of his men to take them
on to his battalion headquarters. For some reason their
escort lost them, and they wandered-not too well blindfolded
-until they fell into a post of the Northamptonshire, which
sent them to Major Forster. who was then with Christie and
Whitham. The senior German, a sergeant-major of the 332nd
I.R. (77th Reserve Division) speaking excellent English, said,
My commander has sent me to tell you that you are confronted
I y superior forces and surrounded on three sides.
There are two
Guards and another division. H e desires to know whether you will
surrender and avoid a big loss of life. If you do not surrender he
will blow you to pieces by turning the heavy artillery on to your
trenches.

This demand, though a complete surprise, seemed much
less absurd to those in the front, who could actually see the
situation, than to the higher staffs in the security of the rear.
That there were Germans on three sides of the 13th Brigade
was only too true; and, although those in the wood were
by then being finally cleared, a formidable force appeared
to be establishing itself behind the right flank, and all officers
and men in the forward area felt certain that a strong counterattack from that direction was impending. That a shattering
bombardment would be laid on the recaptured area was all
too probalde. Whitham, after consulting Christie, Salisbury,
and Forster, told the sergeant-major to inform his commander
Said to have been Captain Mason (possibly Lieut. J. W. Mason; of Crosby,
Lincs, Eng , b. I Dec., 1992).
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that, while they thanked him for his courtesy, they had no
intention of accepting his offer. The German was noticeably
anxious to return to his own lines, but as he had been able
to see too much through his bandage, they decided to send
him on to brigade headquarters. At this stage, about IO a.m.,
there arrived a corporal of the 2nd Bedfordshire with a third
German who, like the first two, had come from the direction
of Hangard Wood, and who carried a written message:117
The officer who commands the troups there has to come at once
in direction of the english Tank with the german soldier.
Commander
von Linsingen.

Brigadier-General Glasgow, informed of the incident on
the telephone, said: " Tell them to go to Hell." When the
third German was informed that he was being sent off as a
prisoner, his delight was unconcealed.
It had occurred to all concerned that these demands to
surrender were very possibly " bluff ." Subsequent events
proved this to be so, and the sergeant-major had to stand
trial by court-martial on May 3rd at Fourth Army Headquarters for his part in a misuse of the white flag to cover
a military ruse. But for a time anxiety as to the unknown
troops now entrenching on the right was sharpened. Men
were sniped from there ; a search through field-glasses in
clearer light showed that the intruders were wearing boots
of German pattern. Warning after warning was sent to
brigade headquarters. The staffs of the 58th Division and
j4th Brigade maintained that the troops were British, but in
the forward area the contrary signs were now definite. The
strangers had set up machine-guns. In Switch Trench
Lieutenant-Colonel Salisbury ordered Captain Cory of the
13th Machine Gun Company to get his eight guns ready for
them, and a subaltern of the British artillery turned his two
anti-tank field-pieces upon them. Two of Cory's machinegtins also opened fire.
Aeroplanes and, eventually, late in the afternoon, the three
remaining whippet tanks attached to the 58th Division were
"'The message is now in the Australian War Memorial Museum. The com.
mander of the I1 Battalion 419th 1.R-f
the Division (77th Res.) but not of
the Regiment (33znd) to i h i c h Sergeant-major Bruckner belonged-was
Captain
vnn Linsingen.
The sergeant-malor .apparently told Licutcnant Tysoe that. .he
had been promised military reward if he succeeded in persuading the British
commander to surrender.
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ordered to ascertain the truth. At 5.35 p.m. Colonel Whitham
and his colleagues “ had the joy of seeing ” the tanks rolling
out north of Cachy. Their young commander asked where
these Germans were supposed to be. The direction being
given to him, he immediately wheeled his tanks half-right,
raced to the position, circled round it in spite of terrific
niachine-gun fire. scattering part of the enemy, who fell back.
Within fifteen minutes he had returned, having finished his
task. The subsequent report of Colonel Hardress Lloyd
says that the tanks found “ no organised British line ” in
front of Cachy ; that some “ isolated parties of the Bedford
Regiment” were discovered 200 yards west of the VillersBretonneux-Domart road, and that the enemy’s trench-line,
crowded with his troops, lay on the same side of that road,
IOO yards beyond the Bedfords. There was no sign of any
British line beyond. In spite of this, the report adds, the
commanders of the 58th Division and 54th Brigade still
maintained that the British line was east of the road. That
belief had, as will be explained later, unfortunate results.
The bombardment by the German artillery, which all
expected, descended on the whole front line with tremendous
intensity at 7 o’clock and continued for an hour. But the
Germans opposite Cachy, most of whom had remained in their
trenches while the tanks circled them, attempted no attack.
German records show that, as well as the 78th L R , the grst I R.
(19th Division) had been given to the 77th Reserve Division for counterattack, but the order countermailding the operation had reached them
at I I am., just before it was to be launched. Instead, therefore, of
attacking, the two regiments relieved during the following night the
portion of the 77th Division north of Hangard Wood.

But it was to another gap that the attention of the higher
British commanders had chiefly been given-the
one immediately south-east of Villers-Bretonneux, between the two
Australian brigades. At I O a.m. this still extended for some
500 yards on each side of the railway, and Brigadier-General
Glasgow ordered his support battalion (50th) in Cachy Switch
to fill it, and then push out patrols with a view to capturing
Monument Wood. Colonel Salisbury was afterwards informed
that three tanks would assist, clearing first the east end of
the village, and then the Monument, and finally returning to
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bring up the 50th Battalion. But, like other commanders,
Glasgow had little conception of the volume of machine-gun
fire, especially from Monument and Hangard Woods, that
swept the open fields on the plateau whenever anything moved
there by daylight. To reach the railway the 50th Battalion,
then in trenches several hundred yards behind the 51st, would
have to cross 400-800 yards of open plateau. Even messengers
going singly could barely get through to the battalion's
position, and Colonel Salisbury therefore did not attempt to
carry out the order. The 2nd Northamptonshire, however,
which was closer to Villers-Bretonneux and was ordered to
establish a support line through the railway station behind
the intended position of the 5oth, pluckily carried out its
niovenient. The town itself was by then reported to be clear,
Iiut the Northamptons had to cross 150 yards of level plateau
before reaching the gully south of it. Major Forster decided
to make this in one rush, each man running his fastest.
This was an occasion on which English athletics proved
valuable, most of the distance being covered before the
Germans realised what was haDDening. A storm of fire was then
opened, but only a dozen of the
slower runners were caught. The
battalion, after working along the
railway to the station, was fired on
from buildings north of it, but
occupied the station and linked
with the 51st south of it.
Meanwhile Glasgow, who was impatient at the delay of
the 50th in carrying out his orders, was informed by Salisbury
that the operation was impossible. Salisbury suggested that
the gap between the brigades should be closed at dark. The
tanks did not arrive; Brigadier-General Elliott had told their
officer (Lieutenant Hunnikin)llB that he required only one,
to assist at the south-east corner of the village. This tank
(under Lieutenant Butler)
arrived there about 8 p.m., but
it was of the old pattern, and after nearly eighteen hours of
almost continuous movement it had become so hot that not
"'Cnpt
F. S. Hunnikin. M.C.: 1st Dn., Tank Corpb Engineer. of Harrow onthe-Hill. hlicldlesex. Exg.: h Paddington. London. rr; Jan.. 1889
"" Lieut T Butler, 1st Bn.. Tank Corps. Of Bournemouth. Eng.. b. Kingstonon-Thames. 'Eng, 1 7 Nov., isgo.
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merely did its engine break down but the breeches of its
six-pounders would not close, nor could cartridges be forced
into the guns. It therefore proved useless. During the night,
however, two patrols of the
50th Battalion, under Lieutenants LangsfordlZ0 and
Hale,'21 moved from opposite sides of the gap. Hale
found some of the enemy
near the railway, but the
patrols met, and at I a.m.
two reinforcing companies .
from the 49th'"
under
Captain
Hallam, guided
down from the village by 1
Hale and Lieutenant NoadlZ3
(57th), filled the gap north of the railway, while Lieutenant
Beresford (50th) formed a line of posts south of it.
German records show that early on April 26th a scare occurred at
headquarters of II/r I Bavarian R.I.R., now east of Villers-Bretonneux ;
supports were rushed up, but it was found that little ground had been
lost.

Thus by the small hours of April 26th the line east of
Villers-Bretonneux was complete. Farther south, opposite
Cachy, the position was still obscure and no
April 26
fresh British troops were available. But at
this stage an end was put to all doubts by the coming in of
a magnificent French colonial division-the Moroccan, consisting of white and half-white French oversea troops-which
since April zIst had been held in readiness for decisive action
at the junction of the two armies. On the evening of April
24th General Humbert had placed it under the orders of
General Debeney, who. although Hangard had been lost that
day by the French, allotted it for counter-attack in the Cachy
area, in order to secure the Villers-Bretonneux plateau to
1m Lieut. W. W, Langsford, 50th Bn.
b. Petersburg. S. Aust.. 1S94.

'"Lieut

Chemist's assistant: of Prospect, S Aust.:

T Nile s n f h Bn. Pharmacy student; of Manly. N.S.W.: b
Balmain, N S.W ; ' 6 April, 1894.
'"Two trench-mortars and a section of the 13th M.G. Company also were
attached to the 50th for this operation.
m 3 a p t C S A Noad, hI C ; 57th Bn.
Actor, of South Yarra. Vic ; b.
Brunswick. Vic., 7 March. 1802.
W
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which Foch attached so much importance. If, as Sir Douglas
Haig and General Rawlinson had tried throughout the 24th
to arrange, this division could have advanced simultaneously
with the Australians, there can be little doubt that both Monument Wood and the Bois de Hangard would have been taken.
Rut this could not be managed, and not until 1 1 o’clock on the
niorning of the 25th was General Daugan ordered to bring
his division across the Avre. It was, as its war diary records,
“ i n superb condition and the troops impatient to attack.”
The order was to advance-if
possible, that night, if not, on
the morning of the 26th-and seize a line from, and including,
Monument Wood on the left to Hangard Wood on the right.
It would operate with four regiments in line-the 8th Zouaves
to seize Monument Wood, and the 4th and 7th Tirailleurs and
the Foreign Legion to recapture the ground between it and
Hangard Wood. Hangard Wood was to be attacked by tired
British t r o o p ~ , 1temporarily
~~
under French conitnand, and it
was proposed that in the first place only its western edge
should be seized, the wood beilig aiterwards attacked by the
French from the north, assisted by British tanks, and British
infantry from the west. Farther south two battalions of the
131st French Division would attempt to recapture Hangard
village. The commander of the French Corps, General
Toulorge, was given a free hand with the plans but was to
consult with the 111 British Corps.
The reconnoitring parties of the Moroccan Division, coming
up on the afternoon of the 25th, found that they could obtain
no precise information whatever as to the position of the
British line. On the left the Australian guides allotted for
leading up the 8th Zouaves were late, and although they afterwards met the column, which had moved without them, the
French commander reported that they ‘‘were of no help
whatever. being completely ignorant as to the position of
the elements to be relieved.” The haste with which the
arrangements were finally made caused even greater troubles.
At a conference with Generals Rawlinson and Deheney on
the niorning of the 25th, General Butler of the 111 Corps
had advised strongly against any at[enipt to advance the whole
Moroccan Division over open ground registered by the German
artillery. The commander of the Moroccans would have
IZ’The 10th Essex and 7th Queen’s (18th Division, but lent to the 58th
Division).
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liked a postponement until the 27th. As this was denied him,
he decided that, in view of the vagueness as to the British
line, the only safe method was to assemble his troops during
the night of the 25th along the foremost position known to he
British ; to arrange that all British troops ahead of this should
withdraw; then, at 6 a.m., to lay down a barrage in front o f
the French infantry, which would forthwith advance on its
objectives. A night attack without knowledge of the ground
was held by the French command to be “ unthinkable.”
The British “ whippets ” having reported that the German
trenches opposite Cachy were full of troops, it was thought
the Germans were planning an attack, and, to anticipate this,
’‘ zero ” hour was advanced from 6 to 5 . 1 5 a.m on the 26th.
In the small hours of that morning the tired troops of the
51st and 52nd Battalions and of the 7th Bedford in the
advanced line received word that the French infantry was
behind them, and they were now to retire through it. The
50th Battalion, on the left, was to swing forward as the
French advanced, and connect the French flank with the
Australian line north of the railway.
The details of the costly attack by the Moroccan Division,
which followed, form no part of this history, for which the
barest outline must sullice. In front of Cachy the French
troops were to assenible on the Villers-Bretonneux-Doniart
road. “ this being considered,” says the French commander’s
report,lZ5 “ according to information from the English, as
clearly behind the firing-line.”
But on the approach march (the report continues) the leading
battalions of the two centre regiments ( 7 and 4 Tirailleurs), after
having passed the English ontposts established zoo metres east of
Cachy, ran into the enemy who had advanced to the west of the
Villers-Bretonneux-Domart road, and had dug trenches and established
machine-guns.

These were the Germans whose presence Colonel Whitham
and his colleagues had vainly reported in the morning, and
whom the tanks had afterwards circled without being able
to convince the higher authorities. The assembly of the
Tirnilleurs was hampered by the consequent machine-gun fire ;
warning was given to the enemy; and, more serious even than
this, the attack started far short of the barrage, which was
consequently useless. The swift advance of masses of French
I”

Courteously made available by the French Government.
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infantry in daylight across the open plateau before Cachy
was watched with admiration by the astonished Australians
to whom the operation seemed-as it was-plainly suicidal.
A storm of machine-gun fire broke out from both the Monument and Hangard Wood, but the French pushed on between
them until a counter-attack north of Hangard drove back
their centre. The Foreign Legion entered Hangard Wood,
but could not hold it, and, although another attempt was made
on April q t h , with the assistance of British tanks and infantry, only part of the western half of the wood was recaptured. All efforts to retake Hangard village failed.
On the northern flank of the first French attack the 8th
Zouaves, owing (it is said) to lack of information from their
Australian guides, started too far back, and the fire from
the Monument further delayed the advance. The 50th
Battalion, waiting to swing up with the flank, which was late,
was sent to ground by the fusillade; the Zouaves presently
reached the 5oth, but did not attempt to go farther. Some
ground was, however, gained west of the Monument orchard,
for here on the night of May 15th the 37th French Division
managed to salve the German tank in the quarry that had
been reached and subsequetltly abandoned by Sergeant Keeley
of the 51st and which
was regained by the
Moroccans.126 The Germans west of
the
Domart road also were
cleared by the Tirailleurs, and the front
firmly established, but
at the cost of nearly
3,500 casualties to the
hloroccan Division.
The attempt to seize
Monument M‘ood was
to be renewed at 8.45
a.m. on April 26th after
120 Two German tanks were eventually captured: ( I ) “ Elfriede.” in the quarry
fFuth-west zf the Monument (U.5 C 8 . 7 ) . salved by the French on May 1 5 ; (a)
IIephisto. In the orchard cast of Monument Farm (U.6.B.1.2), captured by
the 26th Battalion on July 14th
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further bombardment by two batteries of French '75's, but
the German fire was then still too severe.lZ7 Later in the
morning two platoons of the 2nd Rifle Brigade, then in close
support as counter-attack battalion, were sent out from the
railway by their brigade-major as a patrol, to seize three
houses along the road leading to the Monument. They were
met by undiminished fire, their commander, Lieutenant
hicGee,128 being killed and 26 others hit. Finally, late in the
afternoon, arrived orders from the I11 Corps for a combined
advance on the froiit north and south of the railway with the
object of seizing Monument Wood and retaking the front line
lost on April 24th. The attack on the Monument was to be
made by the 1st Sherwood Foresters and the 1st Worcester;
but their commanders, on being brought to General Heneker's
headquarters to learn the plans, stated that their troops were
too eshausted, and the order was wisely cancelled.

The attempt to regain Monument Wood being now for a
few days abandoned, the chief task remaining for the Australians was to improve the unsatisfactory junction between
the 15th and 14th Brigades on Hill 104. I t will be remembered
that the left flank of the 60th Battalion had missed the right
of the 5-itl1, and had consequently been swung back westwards, and that patrols moving out from each side of the
gap to effect a junction had run into German posts.12D
Another effort was made on the night of the 25th, Captain
Plomley of the 56th offering to assist Lieutenants Pizzey and
Gannon. Going out from the flank of the 54th, he found
that the German posts in the gap were being shelled by their
own artillery, which evidently was unaware of their position.
Passing west of them he came upon a post of the 2nd Rifle
117 At the brigade and divisional headquarters concerned, misunderstanding was
at first caused by incorrect reports that the French had reached and seized
Monument Wood.
1,ieut T. hlcGee. 2nd Bn , The Rifle Drlgnde. hliner: of Aucliina~rn, Glasgow.
Scotlarid; b. Auchinairn, 3 1 May, 1889. Killed in action, 26 Apr., 1918
"'See pfi 610-11
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arigade with no one on guard or in charge and the
men quite zi~iawareof their position. But with three others,
it was actually bridging the
gap. These withdrew during
,,
the night, but, as the position
1
of the Bank was now located,
:he 15th Brigade extended its
;
front to replace them, and
just succeeded Ly daylireak
on the 26th in forming a
'
continuous, though deeply indented front. That evening,
when the 111. Corps' order
for a combined advance on
the Monument arrived, Brigadier-General Elliott proposed
to clear the enemy from this re-entrant at the same time;
and, when the larger project was cancelled, the 60th was
ordered to undertake the smaller task, the plans for which
had already been arranged by Colonel Marshall.
It was carried out in the small hours of April 27th.
The left-flank platoon of the 60th was first led around to
the 14th Brigade's sector and placed on the
April 27
left of the objective by Lieutenant Cannon.
Then, at 2.19 a.m., a Stokes mortar under Corporal
G i l n i ~ r e 'fired
~ ~ 24 shells-12 upon a known enemy post in
the re-entrant, and 12 upon a post farther back-and at 2.20,
as the last shell went over, N i ~ l i o l ' s ' ~
and
~ Simpson's companies
advanced.132 The Stokes mortars had shattered the nearest
German machine-gun crew and caused the neighbouring enemy
posts to keep their heads down; but flares were fired from
posts beyond, and when the Victorians had gone IOO yards
they were seen and an intense fire was opened on them.
The platoons at once flung themselves to ground, and continued the advance by rushes. As red flares rising from the
" ° C ~ I . W. S. Cilmorc (No. 3 S 6 : 25th LT.M. Bty.). Labourer; of Ballarat,
Vic.; b. Ballarat. 1889
lalCapt. S. J. Nichol, 1f.C.; 60th Bn.
Builder; of Footscray, Vie.: b.
Ballarat, Vic., z Jan., 1894
12'The general formation was a screen of scouts in front followed by a line
of sections. each in single file: a support company followed, and some of ita
secttons joined in the attack
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German posts were evidently a call for artillery barrage,
Lieutenant Dykela3 of the right company, which was less
strongly opposed than the left, rushed his platoon ahead to
evade it. A Lewis gun corporal on the right fired riflegrenades to cover them, and, as soon as the left came up, the
right company charged the German posts. The Germans ran
with this company pursuing them across the Hamel road and
200 yards beyond the objective.
In the left company, which was short of its own officers,
the flanks were led by the intelligence officers, Lieutenants
Pizzey and Gannon. Advancing in the re-entrant, notwithstanding severe casualties, the platoons charged the first
German post as soon as their rushes had Ixought them within
range of it. A number of Germans fled to posts farther back.
Lieutenant Pizzey set a Lewis gunner to engage these from
the front, while several men worked round to bomb the
Germans from the rear. In spite of the uproar his orders
were obeyed, and when the subsequent rush was made, the
Germans again fled, the Victorians swinging round on them
the heavy machine-guns found abandoned in the trench. The
road was crossed and another post seized. Patrolling southwards, Pizzey now found the company commander, Lieutenant
Sinipson, consolidating a line of posts along the same road.
Next, scouting to the north,
he found the flank-post of
the 14th Brigade. The line
was complete and lay upon
its objective; and twelve
machine-guns and a few
prisoners had been capt ured .
The
Germans
were
already shelling the Hamel
road, and at dawn numhers
were seen “wandering wildly” about the ridge beyond tht:
valley, half-a-mile away. At 7 the enemy’s artillery openea‘
a furious bombardment which fell fairly 011 the new positions
1x3 Lieut J. Dyke. 60th Bn.
Painter, of Rtchmond, Vic ; b. Gosport, Hantr,
Eng., Z I hfar., 1876 D ~ e d ,23 O c t , 1 9 3 5 .
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An hour later his troops were seen assembling for counterattack; the support company at once moved up, but machineguns of the 25th Company (A.f.F.),134 captured German
machine-guns, Lewis guns, and the artillery (which, after first
shooting short, fell accurately on the enemy) caused the
gathering enemy to scatter, and the threat faded.
Another alarm had occurred in the 243rd and 9th Bavarian Reserve
Divisions. A counter-attack was ordered for the afternoon, but it
failed to start.

This " straightening " operation had been a necessary one,
and had been successfully carried through without the help of
artillery; but it did not avoid the losses that so often accompanied these minor sequels to important engagements-actually
it cost the 60th Eattalion more casualties than the main
attack. The Stokes mortar bombardment, although it destroyed the first enemy machine-gun crew, gave warning to
others, and in the sul)sequent rushes officers and men fell
thickly. In this advance and the subsequent bombardments, 90
officers and men were hit, including Lieutenants Simpson,
B ~ w e n , ' ~H~lgate,'~O
~
and Raylissld7 killed, and Captain
Nichol and Lieutenants Heron, Walker,138 O'C0nnor,1~"
Gribble,140 and C h a i n l ~ e r s~~o~u~n d e d . ' ~To
~ avoid the shellfire which fell on the Hamel road, the 58th Battalion, on taking
over the sector that night, dug in a hundred yards ahead
of the 6 0 t h ' ~line.
"'One of these ad-rinced with the attack. Guns of the 15th and 8th Aust. M G .
Companies also were in thc line.
"ULicut. C. E Bowcn, 60th Rn. Solicitor: of Richmond. Vic.; b. Wood's Point.
Vic., 1872. Killed in action, 27 April. 1918.
1S"Lieut. E. S. Holgate, 60th Rn. Auctioncer. and stnck and stntinn w e n t : of
Ballarat, VIC., b. Miner's Rest. V i c , 8 J u l j , 1888. Killed in action, 27 April,
1918.
187 Lieut. W . A. Bayliss. 60th Bn. iVood machinist; of Richmond, Vic.:
b.
Caburg, Vic., 1 8 s ~ .Killed in action, 27 April. 1918.
Lirut. H \Valker. 60th Bn. Railway fireman: of Benalla, Vic.; b. Mokoan
West, Thoona, Vic., 16 Sept , 1x86.
J. O'Connor, 60th Bn. Clerk; of Albert Park, Vic.: b. Cork. Ireland,
'"Lieut.
I J h'OV,
1888.
Tailor's cutter, of Ballarat. Vic.: b.
"OLieut. F. W Gribble, 60th Bn.
Ballarat, 2 1 Feb., 1892.
141Lieut H. W. Chambers, M.M.; 60th Bn.
Farmer: of Milloo. Vic.; b.
Rochester, V i c , 5 A u g , rSBz.
Heron's platoon was eventually commanded by two lance-corporals. F. 1%'.
Knights (Rochester nnd Echuca. Vic ) and F. R Wrigley (Scarsdale and St. Kilda.
Vic.). of wbom \+'rigley
with most of his Lewis gun team were killed in the suhsequent bombardment.
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The lnttle had cost the 13th Brigade far heavier casualties
than the 15th-in
all. 1.00g as against 4 ~ 5 . l ' ~ The 51st
Battalion alone lost 365 oficers and men, chiefly in skirting
Bois 1'Abbk and in passing the wire near Cachy Switch.
The casualties suffered 1Jy the Germans in the counter-attack
cannot be dissected from those incurred in attacking, except
as regards the 614 prisoners all o€ whom were captured in
the counter-attacks. The 77th Reserve Division lost nearly
3,000 men, the 4th Guard Division 2,000. the 228th probably
1,500, and 243rd under 500. If the casualties of the reserves
amounted to 1,000, the total would reach 8,000 for the VillersBretonneus-Cachy front-or,
i f an extra 30 per cent must
be allowed to cover light cover casualties not included in
the German totals, 1 0 , 3 0 0 . ~As
~ ~the 8th British Division lost
133 officers and 3.420 others, the 5Sth Division 153 and 3,377
the 18th 1 1 7 and 2,329, and the Australians ~ 4 7 3 , 'the
~~
balance of loss was, as usual, against the Allies. even had
the 3,500 Noroccans not been ivasted in their niagnificent IJUt
entirely useless daylight advance against the German niachineguns. With one circumstance the Australian reader may be
satisfied, that the Australian casualties, if fairly severe,
brought a result out of all proportion to their severity. That
resiilt must be discussed in the next chapter.
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The details are:
I3 B d r .
Offrs. 0 . R
14 6 d e
5
140 H Q.
49 Dn.
1
4
240
53 Bn
50 Bn.
..
13
352 5 4 Bn.
51 Bn.
12
a25
c,z Bn
c,5 Bn.
L T.M.
..
8 56Bn.

..
..

.. L

-

..
..

..

I

3

II

39

66
131

3
.. -Sa

15 Bde.
5 7 Bn.
58 Bn
59 Bn.
60 Bn
LTM.

Offrs. O.R.

.. I O 119
I
64
114
.... 143 118
.. I
-I
.. zg 426
..

965
Total . .
9
sag
Total
The 13th M C. Coy. lost a officers and 28 others T h e casualties of the 5th Division,
apart from those of the 14th and ~ s t hB d e s , were 8th Bde 4 officers, 184 other
ranks; 5th AI C. Bn. 5 and go; Artillery, a and 174; othcrs I and 81. Total for
5th Lhrn 50 oilicers, 1.284 o r . O I e r 500 of th-ze were due to gas. Including
I O O uf the 1 7 5 casualties in heavy artillery and Corps units. the total Australian
casualties for the action amount to 2,473.
I"It has been estimated by the British Ollicial Historian that in order to include
those of the worinded x h o did not leave the Corps area (whd are omitted by the
German method of calculation) 30 per cent must be added to the tierman casual:y
statements. See I ' d I V , p. 9 f 3 footnote, and Military Operatrons. France and
Belgrum, V o l . I , pB. 496-7.
A large number of the 5th Division's casualties were due to men's beincr naised
in the German bombardment.
Total

..

051s. O.R.

.. a
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