CHAPTER XLI
SHARON AND SAMARIA

BY midnight on the 18th the concentration was complete.
The four divisions of infantry which were to attack between
the railway and the sea were forward, ready for the assault;
the artillery, amply supplied with shells, and its ranges
determined with deadly accuracy, awaited the hour for the
appointed bombardment ; the three divisions of cavalry were
close behind. Adjoining the coast was Shea’s trusty h t h
Division. I n July seven battalions of the battered Londoners
had been sent to France, and two others broken up for
reinforcements. The division was then built up with Indians,
but still retained its old effectiveness and keenness for the
offensive. O n its right was the 7th (Meerut) Division, then
the 75th and the 3rd (Lahore) ; east of the railway was the
54th, then the loth west of the Nablus road, and the 53rd
on the east, with Chaytor’s force in the valley. Immediately
in rear of the infantry on the coast was Macandrew with the
5th Cavalry Division; on his right Barrow’s 4th Cavalry
Division, with the 3rd and 4th Brigades of the Australian
Mounted Division-which on the opening day were to be held
by Chauvel in reserve, a few miles further back. The 5th
Australian Light Horse Brigade, under Onslow, was, for the
opening phase of the operations, attached to the XXI Corps.
Onslow’s mission was to make an oblique blow at Tu1 Keram
when the line was broken, and then to push into the hills
across the main line of the Turkish retreat from Samaria,
and cut the railway leading to Jenin.
To reach the enemy’s communications at El Afule
Chauvel’s divisions had to ride fifty miles in twenty-four
hours; Beisan, on the Jordan, was about eighty miles from
their advanced point of concentration. For a movement so
prolonged, and so important in its probable effect upon the
whole campaign, Allenby’s orders were singularly brief and
clear. It was recognised that, provided the infantry made a
swift, clean breach in the two systems of trenches, and if
Intelligence was correct in its helief that behind those systems
the enemy had no reserves of importance south of Nazareth,
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the niounted divisions had little to do but ride straight and
hard on their objectives.
Chauvel wisely gave Macandrew
and Barrow considerable discretion.
Macandrew was to
follow the 60th Division, Barrow the 7th. They were only to
move after consultation with the two infantry divisional commanders, and were to be careful to keep well to the west on
their advance, and not to become involved with the Turks
about Tu1 Keram. The battle on Sharon was no concern of
theirs; once clear of the gap, they were to avoid the struggle
and, risking all in their rear, were to speed for El Afule,
Nazareth, and Beisan, and rely upon the infantry to drive the
enemy back to them.
The first blow in the battle was struck by the Australian
airmen. Leaving the aerodrome in the Handley-Page at I a.m.
on the Igth, Ross Smith, accompanied by Lieutenants E. A,
Mulford: M. D. Lees? and A. V. McCann,' dropped
sixteen hundredweight of bombs on the railway junction
at El Afule, and during the same night thirty-two
hundredweight on the German aerodrome at Jenin. Soon
afterwards the Turkish army headquarters at Nablus and
Tu1 Keram were heavily bombed, with so much success
that the enemy's signal-services were shattered and his
communications almost entirely destroyed as the battle
was opening. At 4.30 a.m., while it was still dark, the
300 British guns on the Sharon sector burst into action.
The surprise oE the enemy, who had been accustomed only
to intermittent shelling from seventy pieces, was absolute.
For fifteen minutes his trenches were jolted and torn; and
his troops-most of whom had been asleep when the storm
broke upon them-were in a state of wild disorder when, as
the barrage lifted, the four divisions of British and Indian
infantry swept towards them with the bayonet.
Advancing in the dawn, impetuously but in beautiful order,
the battalions were close to the advanced trenches before the
Turks had organised their firing line. In places the resistance
was feeble; but along much of the line the attackers suffered
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severe losses as they crossed the low open flats leading up to
the defences on the sand-ridges. As they gained the trenches,
however, and began to light with bombs and bayonets, the
Turks broke and fled, leaving many prisoners ; and the
British, taking up the pursuit, went rapidly on to the reserve
barrier 3,000 yards behind. This, too, was swiftly overrun.
On the right, in the foot-hills near Rafat, the French detachment had for a time very bitter fighting, and later the attack
of the 75th Division was stubbornly resisted at Et Tireh. But
on the left the 60th Division had rushed irresistibly over the
enemy’s lines; soon after 7 a.m. they had opened for the
cavalry the crossing at the mouth of the Nahr Falilc, and then
swung away to the north-east towards Tu1 Keram; the ith,
equally successful, swung round and marched on Et Taiyibeh,
while the 75th was still fighting for E t Tireh on its right.
Et Tireh was captured by 11 o’clock; further to the right the
3rd Division, also wheeling to the east, overcame stout
resistance and advanced through Jiljulieh, Kef r Saba, and
Kalkilieh, joining up with the 54th Division north of the
Wady Kanah. The whole Turkish line upon Sharon and the
foot-hills had been shattered, the achievement being so swift
and decisive as to exceed the brightest hopes of the
Commander-in-Chief.
Early in the morning the 4th and 5th Cavalry Divisions
moved from the orange-groves round Sharon, and formed up
close behind the 60th and 7th Infantry Divisions, while the
Australian Mounted Division marched from Ludd to Sarona.
About 7 a.m. the cavalrymen picked their way through the
front line of the enemy’s broken trenches, and half-an-hour
later were riding through the troops of the Goth Division at
the mouth of the Nahr Falik. Moving at the trot, with ground
scouts working wide, the twelve thousand horsemen streamed
northwards up the rolling plain. Over the first mile or two
the eager Indians had a little play with their lances upon
Turkish fugitives from the trenches ; but these were running
north-east towards the foot-hills, and were not pursued. Then
lance and sabre glinting in the morning sunshine, the brigades
poured on to the crossings of the Nahr Iskanderuneh, a fine
stream flanked in places by wide marshes. The 5th Division
had a clear run all the way, and the 4th, after a little delay
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in passing the barbed-wire about the trenches, inadc equally
good progress. After a brief halt, hiIacandrew led the 5th
towards the Abu Shushe pass between Saniaria and Carniel,
while Barrow headed for thc pass at Mus Mus.
By nightfall Barrow’s leading brigade was close to the
entrance to the Wady Arali, which leads to the Mus Mus Pass,
and one regiment was pushed forward for some miles. In
either of these long, narrow, and winding passes small enemy
forces might have held up the cavalry for many hours-perhaps long enough to have enabled the Turks to re-form on the
Esdraelon plain atid cover their retreat with a strong rearguard. But from the time Macandrew and Barrow cleared
the trenches until they reached Esdraelon they saw nothing
of the enemy. Allenby’s information was correct.
The
Turks, confident as to their front line and desperately short
of troops, had no reserves between Afule and the firing line.
A Turkish oflicer, who was ridden down by Barrow’s advanceguard just before dark, supplied the valuable information that
an enemy infantry force, with machine-guns, was already
under orders to march from El Afule and block the pass at
MUS Mus. Barrow-accompanied by Lieutenant-Colonel W.
J. F ~ s t e r a, ~brilliant young Australian who was his chief staff
officer-at once moved forward, and urged the leading brigade
to press down through the pass in the dark. Followed by the
whole division, it debouched in the early morning on the
Esdraelon plain a t Megiddo,6 and about the same time the
5th Division gained the plain at Abu Shushe. As the vanguard rode out of the Mus Mus defile on to the level country
at dawn, they came upon a battalion of Turkish infantry with
machine-guns, the force which had marched in the night
from El Afule. The Turks were in the act of deploying from
column, when the British leader of the 2nd Lancers galloped
down upon them. The Indians crashed through their lines
with the lance, wheeled, and repeated the charge. In a few
minutes they had killed forty-six and rounded up 470
prisoners. Barrow then marched on El Afule. Meanwhile
‘Col W J. Foster, C B . C M G , D S O . ~ s . c . G S O . ( I ) , Yeo. hltd. Div.
(later 4th Cay. Div.), 1917/rg. Oficer of Aust. Permanent Forces; b. Warwick,
Q’land. 8 D e c . 1881. Died, 1 5 N O V ,1927.
&When, in recognition of his splendid services. General Allenby was raised to
the peerage. lie took Megiddo as his title. a compliinent which was appreciated hy
all those who rode with Chauvel upon this grand enterprise
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Macandrew, with the 5th Cavalry Division, was crossing the
plain-an area of rich soil now overgrown with a tal! crop
of dry grasses and weeds-further west; and, while the 14th
Brigade, anticipating Barrow, galloped down on El Afule and
captured it without serious resistance, the 13th Brigade under
Kelly headed for the steep but well-metalled road which
leads up from the plain to Nazareth.
Liman von Sanders, at his headquarters at Nazareth, was
aware by the evening of the 19th of the overthrow of his
right flank on Sharon, although he was ignorant of the extent
of the disaster or of the rapid advance of Chauvel’s mounted
divisions. That night, however, covering parties were formed
for the protection of Nazareth. But although this step was
taken, the leader and his staff do not appear to have feared
an immediate attack.
As, at dawn, the Gloucesters and Indians trotted up the road
to the little saucer on the southern edge of the heights of Galilee
which contains the bright town of modern Nazareth, they had
abundant evidence that they were not expected. A German
motor-lorry convoy, comprising some sixty or seventy vehicles,
was slowly climbing the track.
Some of the drivers showed
a disposition to fight, but the excited horsemen ruthlessly shot
then] down and rode them off the track; many lorries were
hurtled down into deep gorges; all were in a few minutes
flung out of action, and the brigade went clattering into
Nazareth.
The heart of the town was occupied without resistance, and
several officers and officials were captured in their beds at
the Hotel Germania. But stiff resistance quickly developed.
and progress towards von Sanders’ headquarters, 200 yards
away, was temporarily arrested. This enabled von Sanders
and most of his staff officers to withdraw to the French
orphanage on the ridge behind; but so hurried was their
exit that they abandoned many of the official papers of the
campaign, and these were secured by Kelly.
The British
also captured about 2,000 prisoners, chiefly clerks and other
details. But a mistake had been made in not enveloping the
town, before entering it, and especially in not sei7ing the road
leading out to Tiberias. Shut up in the narrow streets and
fired on from three sides, the British, after raiding the
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headquarters building, were compelled to withdraw, and von
Sanders made his escape by the Tiberias road.
Next morning the Indians and yeomanry returned to the
attack, outflanked the enemy 011 the hills, drove him back
out of range of the city, and re-occupied it. That night in
the moonlight British outposts towards the west were
encountered by a column of the enemy garrison of Haifa,
which was attempting to march by Nazareth to Tiberias. The
Indians of the 18th Lancers at once dashed out mounted, and
in a galloping charge speared many of the Turks, took 300
prisoners, and dispersed the column.
Corps commanders, even of cavalry, are seldom in the
While his two leading divisions
saddle during operations.
were riding fast up the Esdraelon plain with detachments
thrown out on either side to watch towards Haifa and Samaria,
Chauvel with Desert Corps Advanced-Headquarters was
following close behind by motor-car. The dramatic overthrow
of the enemy was emphasised by the great fleet of fifty or
sixty cars which on the morning of the 19th trailed across
enemy territory.
Halting that night at Liktera, Chauvel
pushed on early on the zoth, and established fighting headquarters at Megiddo. The pace was too strong for the use
of wire communications. T o supplement the wireless, Chauvel
had organised a special force of light horse and yeomanry
liaison officers, under Lieutenant-Colonel E. M. Williamss of
the Australian forces, to act as gallopers between the divisions
But so swift was the progress
and Corps Headquarters.
that, before the first day had closed, these officers had ridden
their horses to a standstill, and their service was limited. By
the use of wireless and airmen, however, Chauvel was able to
keep in intimate touch with his advanced troops. With El
Afule and Nazareth in hand, and with good news of the
progress of the infantry, he ordered Barrow to move at once
on Beisan. The road was clear down the valley of Jezreel,
and Beisan was gained and the north-western road from
Samaria blocked late in the afternoon, by which time the 4th
Division had covered eighty miles in thirty-four hours without
off-saddling. Chauvel’s great purpose had been achieved.
a Brig E hl Williams, D S 0 , p s c
Commanded 1st Anzac Mtd Troops ( i n
France), r q 1 6 / 1 7 . Officer of Aust. Permanent Forces; of Sydney, N.S.W.; b.
Bendigo, Vic., I J Feb., 1884.
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The enemy’s general headquarters at Nazareth, and all communications of the Seventh and Eighth Turkish Armies by
railway or niain roads, were in the hands of his cavalry; only
tlie bridge at Daniieh and a few fords remained open.
Chauvel’s castalties had not numbered a score.
Chauvel’s bearing during these two momentous days
indicated one of his greatest qualities as a leader. A master
of organisation, his plans were laid with a degree of thoroughness which was shown at every stage as the operation
snioothly unfolded. Then, satisfied with his work, he awaited
the issue with a remarkable absence of anxiety. As the bonibardment ceased on the morning of the rgth, when the
thoughts of every nian at the front were on the advancing
British infantry, and when the fate of the great project was
in the balance, Chauvel was seen walking down from his tent
at Sarona to enjoy a leisurely swim in a pool in a wady. AI:
through the long advance, which was to be carried up to
Aleppo, nearly 400 miles away, his complete calm, his oldfashioned courtesy to all ranks, and the quiet, even almost
languid, tone in which his rapid decisions were expressed in
orders, gave his staff and his fighting commanders a steadying
touch of inestimable value in that sustained test of endurance,
where, froni first to last, so much of the mounted enterprise
was sheer gamble.
Every leader felt that the serene and
unpretentious little nian at Corps Headquarters, who had led
tlie mounted work unbrokenly from the Canal, was an
organiser of victory. Chauvel had not the qualities, so marked
in Allenby, which inspired and drove ; but during operations
he enjoyed a measure of trust rarely given by a composite
force to its leader. All ranks believed implicitly that each
task lie set was one which could be done, and done without
excessive cost.
With the cavalry in possession of Esdraelon, and the
enemy overthrown on the western sector, the task of tlie S S I
and XX Corps was relatively simple. They were fighting an
enemy already stricken, and doomed to collapse alinost at once
from lack of ammunition and supplies. As tlie Turks, reeling
from the infantry blow, fell back in confusion towards T d
Keram and the foot-hills further south, Onslow, with tlie 5th
Light Horse Brigade, was slipped through on the right of the
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7th Division. Moving quickly north, with orders to clear the
infantry fighting as speedily as possible, the brigade arrived
soon after midday on the plain west of Tu1 Keram. One
squadron of the 15th Light Horse Regiment was sent in
pursuit of a Turkish column moving north from Irta, while
Onslow swung the rest of the brigade in to the north and
north-east of Tu1 Keram. Here a squadron of the Frenchmen
galloped down and captured an Austrian battery in action
As the brigade gained the foot-hills north-east of Tu1 Keram,
the village was heavily bombed by a flight of British airmen.
-4lready Tu1 Kerani was crowded with fugitives from the
fighting in the south, and the bursting bombs and the appearance of the cavalry intensified the confusion. Bustling from
the village, a disorganised host some thousands strong
swarmed east along the wide Vale of Barley which leads up
through the hills to Nablus. Tu1 Keram was still defended
by numerous machine-guns. Leaving it to be assailed by the
superior force of the approaching troops of the Goth Division,
Ons!ow turned his regiments on the column flying towards
Anebta. Working boldly on either flank, the Australians and
Frenchmen found the Turks an easy prey. They made little
effort to fight, but surrendered in droves as they were ridden
down or challenged from the adjoining hills with dismounted
fire. To complete their chaos, relays of British and Australian
airmen, sent out to seek such an opportunity, bombed and
machine-gunned the head of the column, and made havoc
aniong teams and vehicles in a narrow pass. Here on the
road the Turks were terribly punished from the air and
caught by the horsemen as they attempted to break away at
the sides. By 6 p.m. fifteen guns, 2,000 prisoners, and great
quantities of material had been captured by Onslow’s brigade,
while Tu1 Keram had been entered by the Londoners and
Indians. Part of the French regiment had been detached in
pursuit of a body of Turks moving north from Shuweike.
The chase was a long one, but very successful, and the
Frenchmen returned on the following morning with some
hundreds of prisoners.
Onslow’s orders were to push on with all speed to his
second objective at Ajjeh, in the hills, where he was to cut
the railway between Nablus and Jenin. But his brigade had
become so scattered that it was 2 a.m. on the 20th before he
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was able to move. His route lay over extremely rough and
trackless country, and the brigade strung out over some ten or
fifteen miles. At 7 a.m. two squadrons of the 14th, under the
sure leadership of Lieutenant-Colonel Langley, succeeded in
reaching and breaking up the railway line. From Ajjeh the
brigade was to have marched at once by the road to Jenin,
driving fugitives towards Chauvel’s cavalry ; but, owing to the
wide disposition of the brigade and the roughness of the
country, Onslow decided to re-assemble his regiments at Tu1
Kerani before marching on Jenin.
The regiments were not
collected until 7 p.m., and soon afterwards orders were received
to move on Nablus early on the following morning.
Meanwhile the success of the XXI Corps on the left had
been followed by an offensive almost equally shaking to the
enemy in the hills about the Nablus road. Chetwode had, as
ordered, advanced the 53rd Division on his right flank on the
night of the 18th, and awaited the word to attack strongly
with both the 53rd and the loth.
With the enemy upon
Sharon and the foot-hills rolled up and in flight, Allenby commanded him to advance. On the night of the 19th the 53rd
Division moved forward on the east of the Bireh-Nablus road,
while the 10th struck north-eastwards along the Furkah-Selfit
and Berukin-Kefr Haris ridges. Both divisions met with
determined opposition. The country consisted of a series of
rocky mountain ridges, and the enemy, who had always anticipated an advance directly on Nablus, was fighting on selected
positions, well dug and built up with sangars, and covered
by wire entanglements. All through the night of the 19th
and on the morning of the 20th, the fighting was heavy and
bloody. The Turkish infantry, still unaware that Chauvel’s
mounted divisions were in possession of their communications,
resisted with exceptional stubbornness, and in places
counter-attacked with temporary success. But the 10th and
s p d , although indifferently supported by artillery and paying
dearly for their ground, made steady progress; and by clever
outflanking and constant bayonet work the enemy was forced
from ridge to ridge. O n the morning of the 21st the northeasterly swing of the divisions of the X S I Corps began to
affect the resistance in front of the 10th Division: the enemy’s
rear was already in a chaotic condition, and by nightfall the
38
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British were driving the Turks before them. The XX Corps
had then reached a line between Neby Belan (north-east of
Nablus) and Mount Ebal, while the XXI Corps was on a line
extending from Belan through Attara to the village which
marks the site of the mcient city of Samaria.
Marching from Tu1 Keram for Nablus at 5 a.m. on the
21st, Onslow led his brigade without opposition up the Vale
of Barley and through the village of Anebta, where he was
reinforced by three troops of Hertfordshire yeomanry
and the No. 2 Light Armoured Car Battery, under Captain
Holloway.
Enemy rear-guards were encountered near Deir
Sheraf, and about the same time Onslow gained contact with
British infantry which was pressing in upon Nablus from
the south-west.
As the Vale of Barley leads up into the
ranges, it narrows down, and is flanked by stony hillsides.
Small parties of Turks, supported by machine-guns, swept the
track from positions on the heights and from the valley itself.
Pushing forward the arnioured cars, Onslow at the same time
sent dismounted men wide on either flank, and the enemy,
taken in the rear, surrendered freely with their guns. Major
Denson, of the 14th Light Horse Regiment, then moved
rapidly with his squadron on Nablus, closely followed by the
Spahis and Chasseurs d’Afrique.
At Nablus the valley passes between the austere peaks of
Ebal and Gerizim. The town-a long, huddled, narrow pile
of old buildings-stands on the south bank of the Wady esh
Shair, with the bare slopes of Gerizim rising immediately
behind. In old and happier days the waters of the wady,
cunningly dammed and directed, spread over the fertile soil
of the Vale of Barley, and the traveller from Nablus to Tu1
Kerani passed all the way through a luxurious garden.
To-day the irrigation works are in ruins, but the Arabs still
continue to water a limited area on the narrow flat about the
town and down the valley to the west. Nablus, therefore,
unlike most of the bare cities of Palestine, is graced by softening plantations, which gave good cover to enemy machinegunners and riflemen, and Denson’s men, as they rode
forward, were fired on at short range. But the opposition
was without heart or organisation. Travelling fast along the
road on the northern bank of the wady, the Australians left
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Nablus on their right, and went on past Jacob’s Well to Balata,
where they were joined by a detachment of Worcester
yeomanry.
To the French colonials, therefore, fell the honour of the
entry into Nablus, where, as usual, the victors were hailed
with a demonstration of joy by the accommodating Arabs.
Between 800 and goo Turks were captured by the brigade
about the town; but the place had already been evacuated, and
Nablus was formally surrendered to Onslow by the civic
authorities. The brigade was then concentrated at Balata,
with orders to pursue the enemy towards Beisan.
Soon
afterwards, however, this arrangement was cancelled, and
Onslow was directed to march back to Deir Sheraf and thence
to rejoin the Australian Mounted Division at Jenin.
The
Australians of the two regiments had in their first operation
as light horse shown the same zest for the offensive which
had distinguished them in the Camel Brigade, and the Frenchmen a desire for mounted action which was at times difficult
to restrain.
The Turkish infantry of the Seventh Army had on the
night of the 19th and the morning of the 20th fought Chetwode’s two divisions with much stubbornness, and a considerable portion of the Eighth Army, wheeling back before Eulfin’s
blow into the foot-hills from Sharon, had for many hours
maintained some show of order.
But the Turkish commanders, while urging resistance, had, after the early morning
of the Igth, no doubt as to the disaster which had fallen so
suddenly upon them. From Eighth Army Headquarters at
Tu1 Iceram the staff had a clear and full view of the swift
Battle of Sharon. Officers, even without their glasses, could
see in the sunrise the wide, irresistible sweep of the British
infantry, and the diagonal flight of their own broken ranks
towards the shelter of the foot-hills. A little later they saw
that which was still more menacing and sinister-mass upon
mass of the British cavalry, their lances glinting and sabres
flashing in the morning sun, pouring rapidly up the plain,
ignoring the opportunity of riding down the shattered Turkish
infantry, and pressing on for the vital passes leading to
Esdraelon. To the leaders at Tu1 Keram that great independent flood of Eritish horse tswards the north foretold com-
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plete disaster. \Yith Chauvel and his divisions on Esdraelon,
continued resistance upon Sainaria was suicide, and orders
were therefore at once given for a partial retreat by the road
to Jenin.
Divisions still engaged were for the time kept in
ignorance of the threatening tragedy; but all transport, and
troops not actually fighting, were directed to the north. The
British infantry blow had, however, been so overwhelming
and far-reaching, the menace to Eighth Army Headquarters
by Onslow's brigade and the airmen so immediate, and the
spectacle of the swift passing hosts of Chauvel's horsemen
so denioralising, that within a few hours all was confusion
in the enemy's rear. Army headquarters itself was driven to
shameful flight ; communications were in tatters ; orders were
hasty, indecisive, and ineffective; a great army machine, complete and working smoothly, had, as by an earthquake, been
sundered and flung down in ruins. An hour before dawn
there had been order and confidence; now, still in the early
morning, there was panic and dismay.
Struggling on during the night of the zgth, a Turkish
infantry force some ten thousand strong sought escape by the
road to Jenin. They were safe at night, but at dawn on the
20th were discovered by vigilant airmen, and harassed and
battered as they fled.
Already suffering from hunger,
denioralised and footsore, and fearful that worse was to come,
this host was soon out of control, and marched only under the
impulse of fear of hostile airmen and pursuing cavalry.
During the afternoon the head of the column, emerging from
the narrow mountain road, straggled into the large village of
Jenin, which stands on a hillside at the southern side of the
Esdraelon plain. Chauvel, at his headquarters at Megiddo,
some nine miles north-west, had been advised by aeroplane
of the march of the column. Barrow's 4th Division was then
riding for Beisan; Macandrew had a brigade of the 5th at
Nazareth, and was holding El Afule and watching in the
direction of Haifa, where the eneniy had a force of reserves
and some guns.
But Wilson, with the 3rd Light Horse
Brigade-the
advance-guard of the Australian Mounted
Division-was in hand at Megiddo, and Chauvel ordered him
to ride rapidly for Jenin and intercept the fugitive force of the
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enemy. Never had an operation unfolded more completely in
accordance with the plans and wishes of a commander-in-chief.
The 3rd and 4th Light Horse Brigades had received with
sharp feelings of disappointment their orders for the opening
movement of the operations on 19th September. Having,
with the New Zealanders, played the mounted lead in every
advance since the Canal, the Australians had no appetite for
following on the heels of the Indians. The two brigades took
little or no part in the grand advance of the first day, and
had no share in the wide-spread gallop over Esdraelon on
the morning of the 20th. When, therefore, Wilson led
the 9th and 10th Regiments (the 8th was in support)
towards Jenin, the men were above themselves in their
desire for action, and their keenness was sharpened by
their eagerness to make play with their new swords. Already
they had ridden fifty niiles in less than twenty-four hours,
and had been two days and nights with little or no sleep ; but
they forgot their weariness as they trotted and cantered
towards Jenin in the late afternoon. Keeping pace with the
light horsemen, the Notts Battery jangled in support of the
brigade.
Lieutenant-Colonel Olden, who was in temporary command
of the Ioth, led the advance-guard at a speed of about ten
miles an hour. The position was obscure, but every officer
and man was animated by a resolve to make, if possible, of
the enterprise a mounted engagement. Near Tannuk, about
half-way to Jenin, a small enemy outpost was ridden down by
the flank-guard of the 9th Regiment. Maintaining the pace,
the regiments approached Jenin shortly before sunset, and
saw a large Turkish force encamped in olive-groves north-east
of Kefr Adan. The decision of the Australians was instantly
taken. Lieutenant P. W. K. Doig,? who had a troop on the
right flank of the vanguard, led his men at the gallop with
drawn swords into the enemy’s camp.
The surprise was
complete ; the Turks, flustered by the charge, surrendered
without a fight. Supported by three other troops, Doig in a
few minutes rounded up 1,800 enemy troops-which included
a force of Germans-and 400 horses and mules.
7
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Without halting his main body, Wilson pushed on for
Jenin, swept round the town, and closed the roads leading out
north and east.
In the twilight the 10th Regiment ther?
advanced on the town from the north, with the 9th on its
right. Bewildered at the unexpected rush, already exhausted
and dejected, and dreading the swords, the Turks everywhere
surrendered. As the Australians rode into the streets, however, they were fired upon with rifles and machine-guns by
nien concealed in the houses.
Throughout the long retreat
the Germans fought bravely in the rear-guard of the broken
army. This machine-gun party at Jenin for a time held up
the light horsemen, and then endeavoured to escape in the
darkness ; but after some involved fighting they were caught
by fire from Captain G. H. Bryant's* machine-gun squadron,
and surrendered. A few hundred of Wilson's horsemen wefe
now in the dark in the midst of some 3,000 Turks, most of
them armed ; but the Australians, acting with a resolution
which suggested the presence of a stronger force, proceeded
briskly and confidently with the collecting of their prisoners.
At the same time small bodies rode out along the roads from
the town and seized two motor-lorry convoys with fifty
vehicles.
Satisfied that the Turks would not show fight, Wilson
pushed the 10th Regiment out to watch the Nablus road, and
Lieutenant R. R. W. P a t t e r ~ n n ,of
~ the machine-gun squadron, was sent with two guns in support. The night was very
dark; Patterson hit the road some distance in advance of the
Western Australians, and at once came into contact with the
head of a Turkish column moving on Jenin from the south.
He had only twenty-three men, and it was clear from the
tramp of feet on the metalled-road that the Turks were in
strength. While Patterson hesitated as to his course of
action, Trooper T. B. George'O suggested that they should
try to compel a surrender.
Patterson agreed, and opened
machine-gun fire over the heads of the approaching enemy.
The Turks and Germans, confined on a narrow track between
~

'Capt. G H. Bryant Commanded 3rd Aust. M G. Sqdn., 1918/19 Gardener:
h. London. E n g , 2 5 Dec.. 1882
3rd Aust. hf G. Sqdn Grazier: of
* Lieut R. R W Patterson. I f C.. M hf
Foster, Vic : b Footscray. hIelb.. Vic.. 9 March. 1895.
L/CpI T B. George, D C hl. (No. 1324. 3rd Aust. M.G. S q d n ) Contractor:
nf Katanning, W Aust ; b Goulburn Park, near Naganibie, Vic.. a Sept., 1897.
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high Iiills on either side, did not know, until the machine-guns
opened and the Imllets whistled overhead, that the British
were acruss their communications on the plain ahead. As the
head of the column halted in confusion, Patterson ceased fire
and shouted to them to surrender.
Ey a lucky chance a
German nurse who spoke ready English was niarching with the
officers at the head of the column, and Patterson, advancing,
told her he was supported by a large force immediately behind.
She interpreted Patterson’s bluff to the officers, and, after a
brief discussion, the column of 2,800 troops and four guns
surrendered to the twenty-three Australians.
The handful of light horsemen who had been left in Jenin
to collect and disarm the prisoners there passed a very ticklish
night. A few score Australians were handling some thousands
of Turks, who, as they discovered the weakness of their
captors, expressed disgust at their surrender, resent fully
objected to being herded together, and made spasmodic
attempts to escape. But the light horsemen, freely showing
their swords, rode confidently amongst them, and the night
passed without fighting. At daylight, when Wilson was able
to assemble his prisoners, he found that upwards of 8.000
enemy troops, including niany officers of high rank and a few
hundred Germans, were in his hands, together with five guns,
several machine-guns, two aeroplanes, a waggon loaded with
gold and silver money, and a large quantity of other booty.
A great dump of ammunition and other war material
at the railway station, about a mile to the south of the
town, had been fired by the enemy as the Australians
galloped up in the evening. This burned fiercely, with
loud explosions, all through the night, and, lighting up
the country for miles around, made the work of the
victors easier. With the dawn swarms of Arabs, attracted
by the fire and the news of Turkish disaster, poured
in by all tracks towards Jenin to loot the fallen. If the
natives of this old blood-drenched land have suffered by
the wars of four thousand years, they have always been
From
ready to seize all the compensation that offered.
Roniani to Aleppo they hovered about the camps of the two
armies, their eloquent lip-sympathy and well-paid assistance
ever at the disposal of the conqueror of the day. In their
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greedy scavenging in the battle-grounds they showed no
practical sense of values. All roads and tracks from El Afule
and Jenin, in the days which followed the descent of Chauvel's
divisions, were thronged with strings of camels and donkeys
and women staggering along with huge loads of every class
of war-material. Few of the trophies were o € the least use
or value to the proud men of the race who, themselves free
of burden, directed the pillage and urged their wives and
animals to greater speed and effort.
I n the early morning the Turkish prisoners, under the
escort of the 8th Light Horse Regiment, were marched to
Megiddo. Thirsty, footsore, and reduced by dysentery, the
great straggling host limped across the plain, their one cry
" Water, water !"-tragic
but eloquent tribute to the complete success of Allenby's bold strategy. And the success of
the cavalry trap at Jeniii was only the beginning of the
harvest. Onslow's brigade, marching from Deir Sheraf and
Messudie by the road to Jenin, swept before it the remnants
of the Turkish forces on the western side of the ranges of
Samaria. The only remaining way of escape for the residue
of the two armies was by the north-eastern track across the
mountains to Beisan, and the easterly tracks to Jisr ed Damieh
and other Jordan crossings.
Grim disaster awaited them.
Each morning during operations, the airmen of the No. I
Australian Squadron-which
was performing the reconnaissance work for the army-sped out with the first sign
of dawn in search of bombing targets for their expectant
fellows at all the British aerodromes.
Flying low over
Samaria on the morning of the zrst, the Australians spied a
huge column of enemy transport and troops following the
narrow tracks along the wadys leading down to Beisan and
the Jordan further south. Using their wireless, they passed
the information in a few seconds to the aerodromes, where
lines of machines loaded with bombs, and the airmen standing
by, were ready to move.
Within less than an hour the destruction of the enemy
began; and perhaps nowhere else in the war was the efficacy
of the air force, as a sheer fighting agency against troops
on the ground, so convincingly demonstrated.
The main
enemy column, after passing from Balata to Khurbet Ferweh,
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turned off along the Wady Fara towards the Jordan. About
nine miles further on the Wady Fara passes through a gorge;
and, as this was entered by the head of the force, down
swooped the vanguard of the British and Australian bombers.
Descending to within a few hundred feet of their helpless
quarry, the airmen quickly smashed up the leading vehicles
and choked the gorge. Then flying up and down the doomed,
chaotic train of motors, guns, and horse-transport, through
which surged thousands of distracted troops, the pilots and
observers continued their terrible work with both bombs and
machine-guns. As one relay of machines exhausted its ammunition, its place was taken by another, while the first sped
back to the aerodrome to refill. Some pilots made as many
as four of these trips during the day. The enemy drivers
fled in panic from their vehicles; one small detachment
endeavoured to escape by a side track from Ain Sliibleh. only
to be pursued and broken; and the remnant, when it reached
Beisan, was met and captured by Barrow’s Indians and
yeomanry. The fighting troops, scattered from the shambles
on the road, were chased and machine-gunned as they sought
cover across the hills.
A disorderly but still united retreat had in a few hours
been turned into an utter rout. Each enemy officer and man
sought only his own safety in flight and hiding. By their
work on less than five miles of road, the airmen had caused
the destruction or abandonment of 87 s i n s , 55 motor-lorries,
and 916 other vehicles. But this was only a fraction of their
achievement. In bombing and checking the columns, and
scattering the fighting men, they had removed the possibility
of any serious attempt to engage Barrow at Beisan, or to
oppose Chaytor’s blocking movement up the Jordan valley.
The work of the airmen, following on the blow of the infantry,
had taken all the fight out of the Turks before they reached
the cavalry cordon beyond. While the great column was
being shattered along the Wady Fara, Barrow, advised of its
approach, was in readiness to act; but his troops advancing
up the road from Beisan had only to collect panic-stricken
fugitives. That night Chaytor moved in strength along the
west bank of the Jordan, and at I a.m. on the 22nd seized the
bridge at Jisr ed Damieh. The infantry, pressing over
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Samaria from the south, cleared the hills of isolated remaining bodies of Turks, too wretched to offer serious resistance.
One small column, attempting to cross the Jordan at Makhadet
Abu Naj (five miles south of Beisan), was caught by the 11th
Cavalry Brigade under Brigadier-General C. L. Gregory.“
The Turks were charged by the Indians and Middlesex
yeomanry on both sides of the river; many were killed with
sword and lance, and almost the whole force was captured
or killed. By September 24th the destruction of the Seventh
and Eighth Turkish Armies, with all their guns, equipment,
and transport, was complete. Not more than a few hundred
stragglers succeeded in crossing the river. Allenby’s victory
was almost without parallel in its thoroughness.
So far Chauvel had been content to cover Haifa with part
of the 5th Cavalry Division. But, when once the destruction
of the two Turkish armies on Samaria was assured, he moved
to the capture of this important coastal town. Air reconnaissance reported Haifa already evacuated, and on the afternoon of the 22nd a detachment of armoured cars and the
No. 7 Light Car Patrol proceeded by the Nazareth road to
take possession. The little column was under BrigadierGeneral A. D’A. King,12 who was in command of Chauvel’s
Desert Mounted Corps artillery.
Anticipating no fighting,
King was ordered to establish himself as military governor of
the town. H e was accompanied by Major Tackaberry (of the
3rd Australian Light Horse Regiment), who was to fill the
position of Town-Major. Descending from the slopes above
Galilee, the party sped over the Esdraelon plain, and on
towards Haifa by the road which runs between Kishon and
the foot of Mount Carmel. About four miles from the town
Turks showed in a redoubt close to the track; but a few bursts
of machine-gun fire sufficed to compel their surrender, and
seventy prisoners were taken.
It was then close to sunset, but, although the presence of
this Turkish outpost seemed to disprove the report of evacua11 hIaj -Gem C. L. Gregory, C.B , C M C.. p . s c . I n Australia, as exchange
officer I ~ I O / I Icommanded
;
11th (Secunderabad) Cav B d e , 1916/18 and 1918/19.
5th Lust. L H . B d e . June-Aug., 1918, 5th Cav. Div. 1919. Officer of Indian
Regular Army, b. Callan. Co. Kllkenny. Ireland, z z A u g , 1870.
12 Brig -Gem A. D’A. King, C.B , C.M.G.. D.S O., Royal Horse Arty. Commanded
Desert Mtd. Corps Artillery, 1916/18. Officer of British Regular Army, of Lon.
don: b. Woolwich, Eng., 28 May, 1861.
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tion, King decided to push into the town. When within about
a mile and a half of Haifa, the cars came under shrapnel fire
from a light battery astride the road, only a thousand yards
ahead. Some of the tires on the armoured cars were punctured, and King’s touring-car was destroyed by a direct hit.
A retreat was at once ordered; but the narrow metalled track,
flanked by deep drains, made turning difficult. As the guns
opened, brisk rifle-fire also broke out at close range from
olive-trees on the lower slopes of Mount Carmel; but after
an exciting twenty minutes the column was withdrawn, with
slight casualties. Next day Chauvel ordered Macandrew to
capture Haifa with the 5th Cavalry Division, and the horsemen, after being held up for a few hours by shells and
machine-gun fire, galloped into the town.
Several Turks
were killed by the Indians in the streets, and 135 prisoners
and a few guns, including two naval pieces on Carmel, were
captured. Simultaneously the 13th Cavalry Brigade rode into
Acre, a few miles to the north, where, without fighting, they
took 150 prisoners and two guns.
On the morning of September 23rd, therefore, Chauvel
held the plain from Haifa to Beisan. The Seventh and Eighth
Turkish Armies were destroyed, few enemy troops remained
between Nazareth and Damascus, and the way was also open
for an easterly blow at Deraa. Chauvel’s horses, after the
great journeys of the 19th and 20th, had enjoyed comparative
rest. The area occupied was rich in fresh water, and the
threshing-floors of the natives had supplied a welcoiiie addition
to the horsefeed. Transport was working smoothly, and the
men, if sleepless and tired, were well-fed and still very fit.
The total casualties to the three mounted divisions up to this
did not exceed a few score. All ranks were excited at the
splendour of the Commander-in-Chief’s achievement, and
were eager for opportunity to exploit it to the full.

