
CHAPTER XXlV 
SAVING AhllENS AND HAZEBKOUCK 

THE crisis changed rapidly even while these first AUS- 
tralians were nioving south. As, on March 25th, the long 
string of motor lorries carrying the 4th Division’s leading 
brigade, the qth, rolled through clouds of white dust 
into St Pol, thirty-four miles north of Amiens, they were 
turned sharply to the left, into roads leading to the 
countryside south-west of Arras. T h e  otherwise clear sky 
ahead was smudged by a distant pillar of smoke, probably 
rising from Bapaume, and in the villages old people were 
hastily loading their furniture on farm waggons. As lorry- 
load after lorry-load of cheerful, dust-covered Diggers 
bumped past, the old folk paused. No Australian infantry 
had ever been stationed there, but these were immedi- 
ately recognised, and calling to one another, “Les Aus- 
traliens”, the old people began unloading their carts. 
“Pas necessaire maintenant,” said one, to an Australian 
who asked the reason. “Vous les tiendrez” (“Not necessary 
now-you’ll hold them”). 

Next day, March 26tl1, the 4th Division was alarmed 
in its various villages and hurried to positions chosen for 
blocking a gap through which the Germans with tanks 
were reported to be heading; they would be only thirteen 
miles from the quiet old townlet of Doullens (seventeen 
miles north of Amiens) where at that moment, as will 
presently be told, there were meeting, in one of the 
crucial conferences of the war, the Prime Ministers and 
military leaders of France and Great Britain. Accordingly, 
the veteran 4th Brigade, marching up  along roads past 
streams of retiring British troops and of villagers, hastened 
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in the direction of the reported incursion, and at dusk 
pushed into the ruined village of Htbuterne on the 
nearer edge of the old Somme battlefield. 

A scattered remnant of the 19th British Division was 
found there, completely exhausted-some men on being 

T h e  ~ T T O W  shows the movement of .4ustralians 

relieved broke down and wept. Most  of the 4 th  Brigade 
saw none of them, but taking position around Hebuterne, 
and, driving back or capturing a few German scouts, took 
position beyond the village. By morning the place was 
firmly held. South of it was a gap in the British front, but 
the New Zealand Division, brought down from Flanders 
to Amiens, was reported to be already on the other side 
of this and thrusting northwards to close i t .  At daybreak 
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some skirmishers coming up over the open from the 
south-west proved to be New Zealanders. 

The 4th Brigade eventually had to stay, apart from 
its division, a t  Htbuterne and repel several German at- 
tempts to break through; not till nearly a iiionth later 
would the commander of the IV British Corps-as his 
messages made clear-entrust the position to the other 
available troops. The  first of the German attacks was 
made as dawn broke on March 27th, disclosing to the 
brigade a spectacle such as it had never before seen. 
Around lay the Somme moorland, rumpled with old 
trenches like dug-out rabbit burrows in an Australian 
paddock, and covered with long grass on which the gusts 
played as on the flanks of a Shetland pony. But as the 
light grew the moorland eastward was seen to be alive 
with distant movement: German waggon lines on the 
distant slopes; a German battery blazing in the open. 
At 1 1  o’clock infantry came on, wave after wave. When 
shelled to ground by British batteries they still crept for- 
ward, by rushes from cover to cover. But neither then 
nor in their attempts on later days had they the least 
success. On the contrary, employing methods presently 
to be described, both Australians and New Zealanders 
began to bite into the German front. 

Meanwhile in the exciting, fast-changing develop- 
ments of the German offensive, the two other brigades of 
the 4th Division had not been left even for a night behind 
Htbuterne, in the support position to which they had 
been rushed. A new crisis had come into existence near 
Albert, a dozen miles south. Through some mistake 
among the senior commanders, a British division pro- 
tecting Albert had been withdrawn. The  12th and 13th 
Australian Infantry Brigades were ordered thither at 
once and, after marching through the night across part 
of the German front, they reached at dawn some of the 
well-remembered villages north-west of Albert. Pozihres, 
Mouquet Farm, Thiepval, Albert itself were in German 

412 



ntiih-n7th Mar. igiS] SAVING AMIENS 

hands and the troops were in a rest area of I g I 6. The  vil- 
lagers had just fled and some of the tired but eager men 
breakfasted in the cottages on wine and poultry. In a 
quick march of seventeen miles not one straggler had 
been left behind. 

Meanwhile the division’s commander, Maj.-General 
MacLagan, had been ordered to report to Lieut.-General 
Congreve of the VI1 British Corps, holding the southern- 
most sector of the 3rd Army’s line. This sector began at 
the western outskirts of Albert, passed across the Ancre 
at Dernancourt, and thence extended over the high 
triangle of open land between the Ancre and Somine 
rivers, and ended at the Sonime, where the 5th Army’s 
sector began. MacLagan found Congreve at Montigny 
Chateau, in a bare, stately room, lit by a candle, with 
the chief of the VI1 Corps staff, Brig.-General Hore- 
Ruthven (afterwards Lord Gowrie, Governor-General of 
Australia); and Maj.-General Monash of the 3rd Aus- 
tralian Division receiving Congreve’s orders.’ 

It appeared that the withdrawal from south of Albert 
could not be reversed; the main part of the British line 
there-composed of remnants of the 9th (Scottish) and 
35th Divisions-was withdrawing froin h e  triangle be- 
tween the Somine and Ancre and already taking up  a new 
line north of the Ancre; but an improvised screen-some 
cavalry and a remnant of infantry-was still across the 
triangle, and Monash was to place his division behind 
them in a line of old French trenches, barring that 
approach to Amiens. MacLagan was similarly to place 
his brigades on the high ground farther north, behind 
[lie 9th and 35th Divisions. 

T h e  3rd Division had detrained at Doullens during 
the vital conference there on March 26th, and in a rather 
tense atmosphere part of its troops had been hurriedly 
set to guard the town. During the following night it had 

1 With M a c h  n and Monarh were wine of their own staff, I.ieut.-Colr 
Lmvrnck. Jeu, a n r R .  E Jackson. 
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been carried from that area by motor-buses to the Amiens- 
Albert road-part of the Ronian highway to Bapaume, 
here running along the high ground north of the Ancre. 
This road and every village along it were familiar places 
to all the Australian divisions except the 3rd, whose 
troops were eager to see the Somme country. Like all the 

T H E  S I T U A T I O N  B E T W E E N  T H E  .4NCRE A N D  SOMME,  
ON N I G H T  O F  26th MARCH 1918 .4ND FOLLOIVINC 

M O R N I N G  

Australian troops coining southward, they found then:- 
selves to be the only traffic heading towards the enemy. 
Villagers and British soldiers, including heavy artillery, 
streamed past, all in the other direction. “You’re going 
[he wrong way, Digger,” shouted one. “Jerry’ll souvenir 
you and your --- band too.” “You Australians think 
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you can do anything,” said an artillery brigadier to Licut.- 
Colonel Lavarack, chief of hlaclagan’s staff, “but you 
haven’t a chance of holding them.” “Will you stay and 
support us if we do?” was the reply-and this the 
brigadier very willingly did. 

Again and again the Diggers were told by passers-by, 
“You can’t hold them!” and some Australian leaders were 
a little anxious as to how all this advice and the depressing 
sights would affect their men. They need have had no 
worry; it was immediately evident-as was constantly 
found in the coming months-that the confidence of these 
troops was overflowing. Each man knew that every blow 
now counted; this, they felt, was what they had come 
from Australia for-and the sight of their cheerful, grim 
faces and confident gait put new heart into French and 
British alike. “They were the first cheerful stubborn 
people we had met in the retreat,” said a British major 
of artillery. In the French villages whenever during those 
weeks these hearty, stalwart battalions inarched in they 
were niet by striking demonstrations of affection and 
trust-and this, too, reacted strongly on them. “Fini 
retreat, Madame,” said a Digger to a village woman as 
he sat grinily cleaning his rifle while the 3rd Division 
halted in Heilly on its way to the triangle between Ancre 
and Somme. “Fini retreat-beaucoup Australiens ici.” 

i t  is true that nien and oficers were shocked by some 
of the scenes on the roads. Like all spectators in the rear 
of a great retreat, they saw the worst-the panic near 
Hdbuterne; a car with “rattled” staff officers too hastily 
retiring; parties of men without arms; stragglers who 
had lost their units; senseless looting and destruction in 
villages on the Ancre. What they did not know was that 
a great part of the withdrawing troops were labour com- 
panies and heavy artillery, which, to clear the communi- 
cations, had been ordered to back areas, largely west of 
Doullens. 

By I I a.m. on March 27th two battalions of the 3rd 
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Australian Division had relieved the few completely 
exhausted British infantry (a few Scots at first refused to 
be relieved) in the triangle between the rivers; and on 
the other side of the Ancre, farther north and two miles 
farther forward, two battalions of the 4th Division were 
about then ordered to move up in close support of the 
exhausted 9th Division which held the embankment and 
cuttings of the Albert-Amiens railway curving round the 
foot of the hills, near the village of Dernancourt and 
the Ancre. The  Australians-advancing along the open 
hilltop astride the straight avenue of the Amiens-Albert 
road, and looking down into Albert with its broken 
cathedral rower, and the hills by Pozieres (now three 
miles behind the German lines)-were intensely shelled. 
At dusk came an order to relieve the 9th Division at the 
railway round the foot of the hill. Some Australian officers 
did not expect to find the Scots there-but they were, in 
niches along the top of the railway banks, exhausted, but 
fighting as they had fought for seven days. “Thank Godl” 
they said. “You’ll hold him”-and, waving good luck, 
went off in the moonlight. Two miles to the south-west, 
on the triangle between the rivers, the 3rd Division also 
found itself holding the front line, the cavalry ahead 
having been suddenly ordered to help the 5th Army 
south of that river. 

The  situation of the 5th Army, under General Gough, 
had, for a week, been the crux of one of the supreme crises 
of the war. It has been seen that Haig looked to Petain 
to support this army while he himself supported the 3rd. 
Pktain gave support, but the required help quickly 
surpassed that previously arranged for by him and Haig, 
and it was needed much sooner. French divisions had to 
be thrown in piecemeal as they arrived, infantry some- 
times without artillery-a most wasteful proceeding. On 
top of all, despite Haig’s assurances Pktain believed that 
the main German attack had not yet been delivered, but 
would descend at any moment on his own front. 

416 



nqth-26th Mar. 19181 SAVING AMIENS 

It is now known that the German staff counted on 
the hesitation of the French Command-and rightly. 
When the 5th British Army continued to retreat beyond 
a line on which he and Haig only a few hours before had 
agreed that the Allies should stand, PCtain gave u p  hope 
of saving that army-indeed, always tending to pessimism, 
he believed it to be now practically non-existent. Visiting 
Haig at midnight on the 24th he intimated that he had 
decided to abandon the British flank and withdraw south- 
west to cover Paris. 

To Haig this came as a thunderstroke. The  one firm 
basis of Allied strategy, recognised in orders drawn by 
Kitchener, was that. whatever happened, the British and 
French Armies must remain united. It is true that Haig 
himself was contemplating a withdrawal of the 3rd Army 
north-westward-actually it was this withdrawal that the 
VI1 Corps mistakenly began to carry out on March 27th 
south of Albert. But Haig’s purpose was to give PCtain 
time to reach out to him at Amiens (meanwhile, if the 
Germans thrust at Amiens, Haig planned to strike them 
from the flank, and it was for this purpose that the Aus- 
tralians and New Zealanders had originally been rushed 
to 3rd Army). Haig, receiving the whole first weight of 
the German blow, felt-and felt rightly-that he himself 
could not safely reinforce the 5th Army, but that Pttain 
could do so. 

On hearing Petain’s decision Haig thought that his 
colleague’s nerve had given way. He therefore at once 
took the only step likely to save disaster-teIegraphed to 
London asking that “Foch, or some other determined 
general, who would fight, should be given supreme con- 
trol of the operations in France”, so that PCtain should 
be overruled.2 The  result was several hurried meetings 
culminating in the conference, in the critical hours of 
March 26th, a t  Doullens, at which Foch was given 

2 The details of the incident are described in Vol .  V ,  p p .  a56-60. 

78-03 
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powers that quickly developed into supreme command 
of the Allies on the Western Front.” About this time 
there issued an order in a tone welcomed by most of the 
troops-there must be “NO withdrawal” except locally, 
and then only due westward-“NOT” so as to separate one 
army from the other. It was a bitter mischance that the 
first sequel to this was the mistaken retirement of the 
3rd Army’s flank south of Albert away from 5th Army’s 
flank. 

T h e  effect of this retirement on the use of the Aus- 
tralian divisions, originally brought south for Haig’s pos- 
sible thrust against the German flank, has been seen. 
The  3rd and 4th were rushed into line to make sure of 
the 3rd Army’s southern flank. But immediately south 
of this the 5th Army’s northern flank, resting on the 
Soinme near MCricourt, had been left wide open with 
three miles of unguarded river behind it. It is true that, 
far from being “non-existent”, the 5th Army still man- 
aged to hold an unbroken line from that point south- 
wards to the flank of the 1st French Army, under General 
Debeney; but the Germans north of the Somme were 
now free to cross the river and post thems’elves behind 
the tired Rritish divisions, and on March 27th they 
began to d o  so. It was to meet this threat that the 1st 
Cavalry Division was hastily withdrawn that night from 
ahead of the 3rd Australian Division, and sent south of 
the river. 

That night the two Australian divisions-with the 
remains of the 95th holding a short sector between them, 
astride the Ancre-became responsible for the 3rd Army’s 
Bank. Early next morning (March 28th) in the 4th 
Division’s sector a scout of the 47th Battalion, Sergeant 
S. R. McDougall, posted to watch a level crossing on the 
railway overlooking the Ancre flats and Dernancourt 
village, heard through the dense mist the sound of 

8 T h e  Belgians. however. under their Constitution, coiild accept only 
advice. 
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bayonet scabbards flapping on the thighs of marching 
troops. As he ran along the railway to alarm the nearest 
outpost, Germans emerged from the mist along the front 
as far as he could see; the nearest threw bombs over 
the embankment. One of these hit a Lewis-gun crew, but  
snatching up the gun McDougall shot the foremost Ger- 
mans who were then crossing the rails, and then hosed 
those crouching along their side of the embankment. T h e  
attack quickly spread along the whole of the 12th 
Brigade’s front, from Dernancourt to Albert; but after 
hard close fighting the Germans, whose supports could be 
seen pouring out from distant omnibuses, and throwing 
bridges over the Ancre, were completely beaten. T h e  
50th Reserve Division, which made the attack, lost some 
550 men. The  few who had crossed the railway were cap- 
tured by McDougall, whose actions won him the Victoria 
Cross. 

On the same day (28th) the 3rd Division on the bare, 
high triangle between the Ancre and Somme was ordered 
to advance-Foch had been discussing with General Byng 
of 3rd Army a project of an offensive in this region, and 
more room was apparently wanted in preparation for it. 
Also the 5th Army, which was still ahead, south of the 
Somme (though with Germans behind its left flank), asked 
for that flank to be protected by the seizure of Sailly 
Laurette. Monash ordered an advance; but, on the crest, 
the 40th Battalion, set to advance in daylight, with little 
supporting artillery yet within range, soon ran into fire 
from distant Germans themselves advancing from the 
opposite direction. After costly progress, resumed after 
dark in drizzling rain, the 40th was stopped within close 
range of the Germans on the crest. On both slopes of the 
heights also Monash’s battalions made ground, although 
that night on the southern slope the 44th was detected, 
and was caught in a deadly ambush by massed German 
machine-gunners as it slithered down one side of a gully 
to attack Sailly Laurette at the foot of the other side. 
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However, the 3rd Army’s flank, down to the Somme, 
was now solidly held; but already the point of suprenie 
interest was shifting beyond it. The  Germans who on 
March 28th had tried in a vain, costly attack at Arras, to 
widen the fi-on t of their whole drive, henceforth directed 
their effort mainly south of the Somrne, where the French 
were now hurrying to support and relieve the right of 
Gough’s 5th Army. T h e  harassed divisions of that army 
were till the night of the 27th still holding the line Foch 
had ordered them to hold on the 26th. But, with the 
Germans behind their left, Foch had to allow their with- 
drawal. The  half-surrounded left rnanaged to get clear, 
part of the 16th (Irish) Division actually crossing and 
recrossing the Somme behind the German lines, rushing 
the German picquets. 

On Xiarch 28th the withdrawal was brought to a stop, 
largely by the 1st Cavalry Division, at the old French 
defence line, which r a n  in front of Haniel village on 
the Sonime and two miles ahead of Villers-Bretonneux 
on the crest-a southerly continuation of the old trench- 
line held by the 3rd Division north of the Somme. 
Farther south, near the junction with the 1st French 
A m y ,  this line was lost, and the 3rd Division’s reserve 
brigade, the gth, was next day hurried thither as a reserve 
for the 5th Army, which now comprised only one corps. 

By this time the French were counter-attacking, the 
3rd French .4rniy (farther south than the 1st) having 
passed to the offensive. Only the spearhead of Luden- 
dorff’s armies, south of the Sonime, was still advancing; 
and on March 30th it attacked here on a wide front, 
hoping to split the British from the French. On the 
extreiiie northern flank of this attack, north of the 
Somme, a f-resh division tried to drive back the 3rd Aus- 
tralian, but suffer-ed (as one of its regimental histories 
states) the “worst miscarriage” in its experience. The  
Germans could not take Hamel but the extreme point of 
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the attack, now at the junction of French and British 
near the River Luce, drove closer to Amiens. 

This was not far fiorii \\-here the 9th ,Australian 
Infantry Brigade lay in resene, and, while British cavalry 
were used at the actual junction, 011 the hills jus t  north 
of it the British commander thtenr in a battalion of the 
Australian brigade under Lielit.-Colonel Xlorshead. 
Without artillery, but with Lhe help of the I zth Lancers, 
I L  was to le-establish the badly shaken line. Except toi 
the 29th Division in Gallipoli, the British caj alrp, whom 
the Australians rivatched with adiiiira tion tliroughout this 
(ntiipaign, were almost the o n l ~  troops of the old pre- 

w a I  British Xriiiy with I\ l i l i i i i  the L X !  bi-o~igli: iheni 
into coiltact, and  the CO-operation ne\  et. failed to be 
enthusiastic. On this occasion, thorigh niost of the desired 
ground beyond "Lancet- 'Ij-oocl" was noc gained, the 
aggressiveness of the cavalry a n d  .\usti nlians-like that of 
the French then attacking much farther south-helped 
to call the final halt to t'he German offensive. 
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We now know that a week earlier, by March zgrd, 
Ludendorff had already seen that his original plan-to 
swing northwest and crush the British armies-was likely 
to fail, and he had therefore changed it to strike west 
and south-west, where progress was easiest. By the end 
of March he knew-and his opponents believed-that the 
offensive had failed; in crossing the desolation of the old 
Somme battlefield the Germans had outrun their com- 
munications. Guns and shells could not be brought up 
in the quantities necessary for breaking down the new 
Allied line, drawn around the wide salient made by this 
thrust. 

But, though it had failed to divide French from 
British, Ludendorff’s drive had come within a few miles 
of the end of the plateau south of the Somme. From the 
actual edge of that plateau, about Villers-Bretonneux, his 
artillery could have overlooked the flats of the Somme, 
Avre and Noye; and Amiens, with all its vital road and 
railway junctions, just beyond the junction of those 
rivers. Ludendorff had come too close to Amiens to give 
up without further trial the hope of either reaching it, 
or a t  least bringing it under artillery fire. A few days’ 
pause was necessary. But by April 4th sixty railway con- 
struction companies and other troops had restored the 
communications sufficiently to allow of a bombardment 
on the same lines as that preceding the great offensive, 
though shorter and less formidable. The  stroke was to be 
towards Anliens and the railways south of it; but, if 
successful, it would be followed by a chain of attacks 
between the Somme and Arras also. 

In the four days since March 30th the British 5th 
Army had time to readjust its front. The  remnants of 
divisions, and the improvised forces, till then holding 
its front, were relieved. Its centre ahead of Villers- 
Bretonneux was temporarily taken over by one widely 
extended Australian battalion, the 35th, of the 9th 
Brigade, and the flanks to north and south, in front of 
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Hamel and of Lancer Wood, by two tired British divi- 
sions. These had previously been engaged farther south, 
but had been relieved by the French, whose armies now 
held the front up to Hanprd  village, north of the Luce 
River, two miles southwest of Lancer Wood. The  other 
three battalions of the 9th Brigade were behind Villers- 
Bretonneux in close reserve. 

T h e  second of the two incoming British divisions, 
the 14th, had just taken over the front at Hamel from the 
cavalry when, at dawn on April qth, the German bom- 
bardment descended-not equally on the whole front, but 
with particular force in certain sectors-including that 
of the 14th Division. The  Germans struck with fifteen 
divisions on a front of twenty-one miles, two-thirds of it 
Facing the French and one-third the British. On the 5th 
Army’s northern flank they drove through the 14th 
Division, captured Hamel, and forced the 35 th  Australian 
Battalion to swing back to avoid being enireloped. The  
18th British Division on the south stood fast, and the 
northern thrust was eventually stopped by again calling 
on the cavalry, together with the 331-d -Australian Bat- 
talion. T h e  Soinme bridges on those flats were then being 
guarded by the 15th Australian Infantry Brigade, under 
Brig.-General “Pompey” Elliott-and some of its officers 
and men crossing the river helped to rally the British 
infantry and complete the line to the Somme. 

The  German advance on the 5th Army’s front thus 
seemed to have been held, when in the mid-afternoon the 
Germans, attacking again, drove back part of the 18th 
Division, south of the -4ustralians. This time the 9th 
Brigade’s southern flank had to be swung back. The  
whole line retired; the Germans reached the Monument 
(of the 1870 war) on the outskirts of I’illers-Bretonneux; 
and the fate of the township appeared to be sealed. 

But a t  that crucial moment the 56th Battalion, till 
then waiting in a hollow beside the to\vn, dashed forward 
in a spectacular charge. A handful of British infantry 
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joined on its right, some of the 35th on its left, some 
Londoners in support-and, a little later, the cavalry 
farther left, beyond the Amiens-Pkronne road. At the 
sight of the eager, swiftly approaching line with its 
flashing bayonets the Germans, then advancing from 
Monument Wood, first hesitated and then ran back to 
old trenches more than a mile from the town. On the 
left the 15th Brigade was brought across the Somme to 
hold, together with the cavalry, the vital heights (Hill 
104) north of the town, and there the line stayed.' 

But south of Villers-Bretonneux the Germans had 
seized Hangard Wood. Farther south they had captured 
Moreuil, and, between these places, had driven the 
French two miles beyond the Avre to SCntcat Wood, 
from which Amiens was visible. T h e  German Command, 
hoping that the Allied front south of the Somme would 
crumble, had arranged also to strike next day at a num- 
ber of points north of the Somme. One of these was 
south of Hkbuterne. Here two German divisions at- 
tacking the New Zealanders and 4th Australian Brigade 
were, as before, thoroughly beaten. The  Germans also 
attempted a farther advance just south of the Somme, 
which dwindled to a mere patrol action, described in 
a later chapter. 

For the A.I.F., however, much the hardest fighting of 
April 5th fell on the 4th Division on the railway embank- 
ment and cuttings in the Dernancourt sector. Its 13th 
Brigade (Glasgow) had relieved the British 55th Division 
between Buire and Dernancourt, and the 12th Brigade 
(Gellibrand) held the left between Dernancourt and 
Albert. During the evening and night of April 4th word 
arrived that prisoners had disclosed that the Germans 

4This charge is described in vel. Y ,  pp .  338-48 The 9th Brigade was 
commanded by Brig.-Genl Rosenthal. but as he was held, by order. far 
behind the front, he gave the control of  the forward troops this day to 
Lieut.-Col. H. A. Goddard (35th) in Villers-Bretonneux. I t  was Goddard 
who gave Licut -Col. Milne (36th) the order to charge. 
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were about to attack Amiens from this direction; but the 
front was quiet until after daylight on the 5th when 
artillery and trench-mortar fire suddenly fell on the I 2th 
Brigade’s outposts along most of the three-mile curve of 
the railway line between Dernancourt and Albert, and 
on the high, bare hill held by the supports behind them. 

The fire on the outposts increased in intensity 
especially at the bridge in the high railway embankment 
immediately west of Dernancourt-the point where the 

T h e  arroWs shou! thc  point o f  Gei tnnn p e n e t t a f i o n .  

13th and 12th Brigades joined .L\ftei- a fierce fight i n  the 
morning mist Geririans forced their rs-ar under the bridge 
and took in flank and rear the neighboui-ing posts, which 
were lining the top of the embankment. In  the supports 
and at headquarters the position was not known until 
the enemy had pushed far on up the hill from this point, 
attacking and outflanking the 1 z th Brigade’s supports 
half-way to the top, and also establishing himself, with 
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a field-gun, behind the outpost line of the 48th Battalion, 
which lined the railway farther north. 

T h e  48th had been ordered to hold the front line 
at all costs; and not till shortly after noon, when the 
alternative was certainly complete envelopment, did the 
senior officer on the spot, Captain F. Anderson, give the 
order to withdraw. Then, as at Bullecourt, almost pre- 
cisely a year before, that battalion came calmly and 
successfully out of an impossible position. At one of its 
posts that was cut off the men of the German infantry 
themselves erected two rough wooden crosses marked in 
pencil: “Here lies a brave English fighter” (one of these 
can be seen today in the Australian War Memorial at 
Canberra). T h e  Germans had also surrounded and had 
captured part of the 12th Brigade’s supports. Even some 
of the 4th Division’s field batteries were thought at one 
time to be endangered, but stood fast. At last, at 5.15 p.m., 
the reserves of the 12th and 13th Brigades made a deter- 
mined advance over the brow of the hill. They were met 
by intense fire but drove the Germans part of the way 
down the hillside, and there the front remained. 

This was the strongest attack made against Australian 
troops in that war. T h e  fight at Villers-Bretonneux on 
the previous day had cost the 9th Brigade (3rd Division) 
660 casualties, and this battle at Dernancourt cost the 
12th and 13th Brigades (4th Division) about 1 1 0 0 ,  and 
the three German attacking divisions perhaps half as 
many again.6 T h e  4th Division was quickly relieved by 
the md ,  just arrived from Messines. 

On  those two days, here and farther north and south, 
Ludendorff’s primary and greatest offensive of I 9 18 
really ended. But, as mentioned above, he had already 
given orders for ihe next blow. Most astutely, he would 
strike this time south of Arinentitres, using there the 

sFor  ce i ta in  very interesting experienres of prisoiiers this clay sce 1’01 
L‘, footnote on p / ~  395.7. 
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preparations which had originally misled the British into 
expecting a triple offensive. T h e  chances there were par- 
ticularly favourable, since part of that front was held by 
the Portuguese Corps, which had been brought to France 
to help Portugal’s allies, though most of its troops were 
conscious of no reason why they should be fighting the 
Germans. Indeed thirty of them, in the absence of their 
officer, had signalled to the Germans to come over, and 
then told them they were tired of the war.O Fear that the 
Portuguese would shortly be taken out of the line caused 
Ludendorff to hurry forward this offensive, and on 
April 9th he struck-just in time, for signs of the immin- 
ence of his attack had been noted, and the Portuguese 
were to have been replaced by British next day. 

T h e  Portuguese melted-why they should have been 
expected to fight so formidable an enemy in a cause of 
which they knew little 
is a question on which 
military and political 
leaders might well have 
pondered. They fled 
a lmost  t o  t h e  coast;  
fo r tuna te ly ,  on t h e  
southern flank a stub- 
b o r n  Nor th-Engl i s l i  
division, the 55 th, com- 
pletely defeated that 
wing of the attack; and 
t h o u g h  t h e  Br i t i sh  
division north of the 
P o r t u g u e s e  was o u t -  
flanked, t h e  Br i t i sh  
reserves-two ha l f -  
exhausted divisions who 
had been coming up  from the Somine to relieve the 

6For details ice Yo1 Y .  p p .  422-5. 
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Portuguese-together with a few cyclists and cavalry were 
able at least to check the advance. 

However the Germans had outflanked Armentieres, 
and when, next day, their offensive was extended by a 
blow north of that town, towards Messines, the whole 
northern front of the Allies was endangered. T h e  1st 
and 2nd Australian Divisions had in the last week been 
sent from Messines to the Soninie, their places being 
caken by half-exhausted divisions just relieved from 
the Somme battle, including the 9th (Scottish) froin 
Dernancourt. All these were at low strength, and even 
short of Lewis guns. T h e  Germans, a t  first with greater 
ease than they themselves expected, drove through part 
of them, over the defences so carefully constructed in 
the winter a t  Messines. Armentieres was passed on 
both sides, and the Germans drove towards Hazebrouck 
twenty miles beyond-a railway centre almost as vital 
io the northern British front as Amiens was to the 
whole. 

Upon Ludendorff’s striking this second series of 
hainnier blows against the British, Haig appealed to 
Foch, who was now accumulating his cherished reserve. 
But Foch was determined to use this precious force, 
if possible, for an Allied counter-stroke, and though 
he gradually moved two of his French reserve armies 
up to and north of Amiens, Haig still had to rely 
mainly on what divisions he could squeeze from his 
own front. At the moment the 1st Australian Division, 
Erom Messines, had just reached Amiens and was 
marching forward to the Australian Corps. Haig ordered 
that it should turn round and entrain for the north 
“to cover Hazebrouck”. It was bombed and shelled while 
re-entraining a t  Amiens, but reached Hazebrouck on 
April 12th just in time to reinforce and relieve, that 
night and next day, part of the British troops, including 
the 4th Guards Brigade, driven far back and completely 
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exhausted but with their line unbroken after the most 
intense fightingm7 

T h e  line was then (April 13th) some five iniles east 
of Hazebrouck. As they had done near Amiens and 
Hebuterne, the Germans started boldly to continue their 
advance next day, but met on this sector-and farther 
south on that of the 5th Biitish Division (just brought 
back from Italy)-such powerful blows that, in spite of 
personal urgings from Hindenburg and  the Kaiser, 
Crown Prince Rupprecht, commander of the Germail 
armies facing the British, postponed the next punch in 
this offensive until he could support i t  with strong 
artillery bombardment. 

Meanwhile a detachment of the French ,4rIny had 
been obtained from Foch, and came in north of the 1st 
Australian nivision. I t  failed to drive the Germans back; 
but when. on April i7th, Crown Prince Rupprecht made, 
aftei boriibardment, his postponed attack, the storms of 
rifle, niachine-gun and artillery fire that inet eirery visible 
movement caused the Germans finally to abandon their 
present attempt to reach Hazebrouck, and to confine theit 
effort LO seizing the chaiii of heights west ot Messines, 
beginning with Mount K em m e 1. 

Deeply though the Germans had now driven into 
Flanders no high Allied Coiniriander believed this to be 
a main offensive. Haig believed the principal blow would 
again be struck towards Amiens, and to make sure in 
that case of holding the northern gatepost, the Arras 
position, which the Germans must try to break, he con- 
stantly maintained there the Canadian Corps and the 

7Sce Vol V ,  p p .  453-63. With the British about Messincs had been 
fighting several Aiirtralian iinits incltitling the heavy I)atteries, and heavy 
trcnch-rnortar company and, south of Armen tihrcs, some tunnellers under 
A heroic leader, Lieiit Neil Cai~iplwll .  a n d  the I ? t l i  Aust Fleltl Artillery 
Iliigade. which, lihc its capalile leatlcr. Lierit-Col H IV. Lloyd, succeeded 
i i i  niakrng an exciting escJpe froin the Ccirnan infantry (see 1701. I’, p p  
fj9-q). T h e  XXIl Corps cavalry (partly 4th L H )  fought near Kemmel 
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Guards division, the forces that he most trusted for 
coun ter-at tack. 

By April 18th signs of a coming attack on Amiens 
were evident. The  Australian dispositions there had 
changed considerably since the recent attacks on Villers- 
Bretonneux and Dernancourt. The  2nd Division had 
relieved the 4th opposite Dernancourt, with the 3rd next 
to it on the south, between Ancre and Somme, and the 
5th brought in south of that agdin, astride the Somme. 
But in each case the reserve brigade of the division was 
detached and sent farther south to string out or support 
the imperilled line previously held by 5th Army-these 
extensions reaching as far as the boundary of the French 
Army.e On April 7th the southernmost of the brigades, 
5th, was hastily ordered to retake the lost portion of 
Hangard Wood, but failed after a very gallant effort. 

At this stage the whole of the 4th Army’s line, from 
Hangard to the Somme and thence to Albert-about 
seventeen miles of front-was held by Australians. the 
southern half being temporarily under the staff of the 
111 British Corps, the northern half under Birdwood and 
Australian Corps who had relieved the VI1 Corps. The  
Australians under 111 Corps were presently relieved by 
battle-worn British divisions, for which boy-recruits were 
now being poured across the Channel by Lloyd George’s 
government which had previously withheld them. Haig 
directed that the Australian Corps should safeguard the 
Soxnme position by continuing to maintain its flank 
astride of that river, and should also keep one division in 
support near Corbie to retake Villers-Bretonneux if the 
Germans captured it. 

On April 17th and 18th, the expected activity by 
the Germans at Villers-Bretonneux began, the enemy 
drenching with mustard gas the woods and gullies behind 

8 I t  will k recalled that the 4th Divuion. also, had 11s 4th Brigade 
detached at HCbutcme. 
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that township, thus putting out of action over 1000 Aus- 
tralian and other reserves. It was at this stage that the 
most famous German airman of the war, Captain Richt- 
hofen, was killed by a shot from the ground" while 
chasing a British airman low over the Australian positions 
near Corbie. At  this stage also two battle-worn British 
divisions relieved the Australians, as arranged, on the 
I11 Corps front, from Villers-Bretonneux to the flank of 
the French a t  Hangard. 

This change had just been made when, in the mist 
of dawn on April 24th, the Germans attacked with tanks- 
for the first time in the war, so far as was then known.'O 
The  attacking force had thirteen of these monsters, 
clumsier but, it is believed, a little faster than the British 
tanks. At two points-at Villers-Bretonneux and half a 
mile farther south-these suddenly bore down in the fog 
upon the young British infantry and broke through 
wherever they struck. T h e  German infantry came out of 
the fog close behind them, and, though met by fire, fol- 
lowed the tanks through, and then rolled up the line to 
right and left. Before the I11 Corps,staff heard of the 
attack, Villers-Bretonneux and the dense Abbey ilrood 
behind it were lost, as were Hangard Wood and village, 
south-west of which the Germans reached the junction of 
the Avre and Luce. 

All the morning the I11 Corps tried to organise a 
counter-attack with its British reserves; but except for an 
advanced battery, which hit back boldly, the most 
effective strokes were made by tanks. In the first duel 
that ever took place between these moixters, three British 
tanks came out and fought with three German ones, 
causing their final withdrawal from the field." Shortly 

@ A  summary of evidence Hhich placed this disputed point beyond all 

1 0 h  already mentioned a few had k e n  iised on March p i s t  in 

11Scc Yo1 l', p p .  564-5. Two German tacks broke down and were later 

reasonable doubt is given in l'ol. V ,  p p .  693-701. 

mopping up surrounded troops 

captured One is now in Briobane. 
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afterwards a charge of whippet tanks across the plateau 
also scattered some German infantry. Brig.-General 
“Pompey” Elliott’s 15th Infantry Brigade, on the flats 
behind Villers-Bretonneux, stood ready all day to 
counter-attack, its tempestuous commander fuming and 
petitioning to be allowed to strike. 

But till mid-afternoon no other vigorous step appeared 
LO have been taken, though the Germans were digging in 
011 the precious heights overlooking Aniiens and through 
the difficult Abbey Wood. Then it became known that 
the 111 Corps would drive past either side of the town- 
ship, but with two borrowed brigades-the 13th Brigade 
(4th Australian Division) under General Glasgow, hur- 
ried from north of the Somme, forming the southern 
pincer, and Elliott’s 15th Australian Brigade the northern 
one. The  two brigades would act under the commander 
and staff of the 8th British Division. On the southern 
flank a British composite brigade would retake the lost 
part of I-Iangard Wood, and British troops would also 
follow the Australians to mop up. 

On the arrival of the Australian brigadiers the British 
divisional commander told Glasgow that the 111 Corps 
commander (Lieut.-General Butler) wished the attack to 
be made by daylight and from the south northwards; but 
fortunately Glasgow, like Elliott, was a very strong man.’* 
“If God Almighty gave the order, we couldn’t do it by 
daylight,” he said; he insisted also that he must strike 
eastwards, not across the German front. He wished to 
attack by surprise, without previous bombardment, at 
10.30  p.m. After the matter had been several times 
referred to ihe Corps Commander, Glasgow agreed to 
strike at io. 

That hour was too early. As the 13th Brigade as- 
sembled south of the woods, it was seen and fired on from 

12 For this remarkalile episode (.iiid the photographs of these leaders) 
Ice V O l .  v, pp.  572-7. 





50. Chmtmas parcels on board H M.A.S. Melbourne at sea, 
December 1916 

EN 439 

51. Mess on board H.M.A.S Sydney, Portsmouth, January 1919. EN 176 



52. The 8th  Infantv  E n  ade m m n g  through Bapaume, 17th 
March 191 7, o i  theaeels of the withdrauvng Germans. 

E 371 

53. Arm1 photo aph of the Hindenbur Line a! the north-east 
corner ofBu%court, 3rd Apnl 1915  =it the bottom o f t h t  
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54. Men of the 13th Infantry Brigade studyng a raised plan of E 632 
Messines on 6th June 1917, the day before the battle. 

55. The Bnttsh barrage at Messines at about 3 p.m.  on 7th une 
I91 7 (the hour for the attack by the 4th Australian andother 
diulszons an the second phase). J 272 
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66. The battle of Atnzens, 8th August 1918. Part of the 5th 
Australzan Diuuion, with passenger-carrying tank and guns, 
waitin just  before 8 a.m. to pass through and launch the 
secon fphase.  

E 3883 

67. The battle of the Hindenburg Outpost Line, 18th September 
1918. Men of the 45th Battalion rang at Germans runnin 

valley that the 14th and 46th Battalions attackd in the third 
phase. 

back between the smoke shells o j  t F e barrage. It was across t fu  

E 3259 



68. The battle of the Hindenbur Line, 29th September 1918. Part E 3515 
$the St Quentin Canal a n f  Bellicourt Tunnel attacked b? the 

mcruans and Australtans 

69. The battle o the Hindenbur Line, 29th September 1918. 

h 114 
Troops o f t  i f  e 11th Infant?%ngade and accompanyrng tanks 
moutng into the fight near Bellicourt. 
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them; and as its advance swept past the woods there was 
a crucial moment when, in the open under intense fire 
from many machine-guns in the wood, its flank was 
stopped. Next to the wood a sergeant, “Charlie” Stokes, 
crawling to his platoon cGmmander Lieutenant C. IV. I(. 
Sadlier, urged him to deviate from the strict plan by 

T H E  C O U N T E R  - A  T T A C K  A T VILLERS-B R E TO.\’NE U S ,  
a4t ir  APRIL 1918 

entering the wood and bombing the machine-guns out. 
Sadlier sent word to his commander and then carried this 
out, most audaciously destroying six machine-gun posts 
of the 4th German Guard Division,” and so quickly that 

~ 

lsSadlier bar given the Victoria Cross and Stokes, who also led, the 
D.C.M. 
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the whole southern pincer was able to sweep forward in 
time. North of the township Elliott's pincer, attacking 
in the same manner though an hour late, swept with 
wild cheering in a swift onrush around the north of the 
town, a bright moon and a burning chateau in the town- 
ship enabling both brigades to find their way, though the 
13th had never visited the ground before. Reaching some 
German guns north of Monument Wood the 13th Brigade 
could not find the 15th east of the town and had to pull 
back slightly, leaving a gap, through which ran the rail- 
way cutting south of the town, an exit by which part of 
the Germans eventually escaped. After dawn the town 
was cleared by Australians entering it from the east and 
British from the north and west. T h e  gap was gradually 
closed; and the Allied armies learnt with relief that a 
dangerous situation had been remedied. 

Foch, ever since his appointment as generalissimo, 
had prudently accumulated French reserves behind the 
juiiction of the Allies, and had steadily reinforced Haig, 
who since March 21st had temporarily lost g of his 60 
divisions, withdrawn unfit for service. The  French now 
took over the British line almost to the southern edge of 
Villers-Bretonneux, using for this extension their most 
famous coionial divisions. On April 26th the Moroccan 
Division, perhaps the best in the French Army, attempted 
to recapture Hangard and Hangard Wood by advancing 
through the Australians in daylight across the plateau. 
The  arrangements of the two allies as to guides and 
locations, however, were difficult to co-ordinate, and the 
advance was stopped with heavy loss, as was an Australian 
attack on May 3rd on Monument W00d.l' Haig for his 
part-in order to ensure a firm junction with the French 
and make sure of Villers-Bretonneux-now caused the 
Australians and I11 Corps to change places, the Austra- 
lians taking over the 4th Army's southern sector (which 

- 
14 Here a German officer allowed n formal truce for picking up the 

wounded. see Vol. I', p 653. 
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actually their troops now held) from Villers-Bretonneux 
to the Ancre, while 111 Corps took over north of the 
Ancre at Dernancourt. 

T h e  Australian infantry-except the 1st Division-was 
thus, at last, concentrated again under its own corps, now 
on the right of the British line in Francc. The  troops 
were bursting ]vi t h confidence, bu t-as ant ici pated-t hree 
brigades had, through losses, to be reduced like the 
British ones to three-battalion strength: Three battalions, 
formed in 1916 but long since fainous-~j6th, 47th and 
5~nd-were disbanded to maintain their sister units. 
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