CHAPTER IV
THE PROBLEM OF MONASH VALLEY

WHILEboth the Turks and the 1st Australian Division were
strengthening their respective footings upon opposite sides of
the 400 Plateau, the heights spanning the head of Monash
Valley, which had been attacked on May 2nd by the N.Z. &
A. Division, remained still in the hands of the enemy. As
has already been explained, from the scrub-covered summit
of Baby 700 the Turks looked straight down Monash Valley,
up which ran all communication to the posts at Pope’s,
Quinn’s, Courtney’s, and Steele’s. It had seemed clear that
the position of the invaders must remain highly dangerous until
they could seize this height. But the attempt upon May 2nd
had completely failed, and during the following days the Turks
had crept forward into the trenches dug that night by the 13th
and 16th Battalions, and had thus established themselves on
the Bloody Angle and Chessboard to the immediate left of
Quinn’s. Men on the roadway along the bottom of the valley
began to be struck by bullets which came with deadly accuracy
and from manifestly point-blank range, and it was presently
realised that a Turkish sniper, or possibly more than one, must
be lying in some hidden position on Dead Man’s Ridge, the
last spur jutting into the eastern branch of the valley, beyond
Pope’s and opposite to Quinn’s. To this position the white
track lay open at a range of
from 280 to 500 yards.
This sniping, however, was
as yet spasmodic, since Dead
Man’s was not an easy position
for the enemy to occupy. Any
Turk who showed on its bare
summit would be immediately
shot by the Australian sentries
at Pope’s only 100 yards away,
or by the New Zealanders who
overlooked it from Russell’s
Top. Though every day the
300 Yds
few snipers who succeeded in
ensconsing themselves either there or on the neighbouring
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slopes killed or wounded men in the valley, communication was
still carried on at all hours siinply by treating this fire as if it
did not exist.
In the posts themselves, however, at the head of the valley,
the enemy's fire was at this time extremely deadly, and at
least in Quinn's the garrison could only hold on by keeping
its head down. As this post now became for a month the
centre of almost all the fighting at Anzac, it is necessary
to explain more particularly the nature of this indentation, of
which only an outline has thus far been given.
Quinn's, the last fold but
7Q0 &
, P'
one in the eastern branch
. @ ~ B&L
of Monash Valley, was the
farthest Anzac post along the
valley; the last of all-the
Bloody Angle-had been vacant
since Captain Jacobs of the 1st
Battalion and his party had
H E A D O F M O N A S H VALLEY
fallen back from it to Dead
AnIacposft/ons-shded(tre&s- j
Man's Ridge and Pope's on the
lurksh
-white
---/
I Dead Man's Ridge 2 Bloody Angle
night of the Landing. Quinn's
'"I"
'''
had been held through that wild
night by a handful of New Zealanders and Australians
under Major Dawson of the Auckland Battalion, who was
reinforced during the dark by a New Zealand machine-gun
under Lieutenant Conway.' But it was then an impossible
position for a machine-gun, inasmuch as the opposing
forces were each clinging to the edge of their own
slope, forty yards apart, with a slight crest between them.
About dawn Conway had taken his gun farther south to a
flanking position near Courtney's, from which he could cover
Quinn's. But meanwhile Dawson had been severely wounded
and carried down the valley, and his force dwindled to about
a third of its original numbers. As daylight grew, this
handful found itself isolated in the otherwise empty valleyhead, the nearest troops of its own side being several hundred
yards in rear at Pope's and Courtney's, while the scrub of
the Chessboard on its left and on Russell's top in its rear was
occupied by the enemy. Men were being shot from behind,
I h l a J . A. E. Conway; Canterbury Bn.
N.Z.; b Reefton. Ei.2.. i A p r , 1 8 9 1

Asst. clerk in law courts; of Greymouth,
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and shortly before dawn, the position being apparently quite
untenable, the garrison withdrew.
I t happened that about this hour Captain Jacobs’s small
party, which had been discovered at Pope’s by Colonel Dobbin
of the Ist, was being withdrawn to rejoin that battalion. As
it reached the fork of the valley, where the stream-beds
leading to Pope’s and Quinn’s meet, the little force retiring
from Quinn’s ran into it. Looking up that now empty branch
of the valley, and realising the importance of the left shoulder
of Quinn’s, which protruded into it, Dobbin gave directions
that it must be reoccupied. Accordingly the united party,
now about sixty strong, clambered up the recess. As it
reached the top, a nasty fire was opened upon it from the rear.
In view of the smallness of his party Dobbin hesitated, and
once more withdrew it ; but again, as he was leaving the valley,
its importance appealed to him, and he sent Jacobs to hold
the position until he himself could despatch reinforcements
to him. Jacobs and his handful of New Zealanders and
Australians thereupon returned to the top. The fire from
the rear drove then1 forward a few feet into the scrub on
the crest, and here, partly screened by the bushes, they
scratched themselves a trench a yard or so from the edge of
the slope.
Lying thus on the left shoulder of the recess the garrison
found itself for the time being isolated. Several yards of the
slope immediately behind the trench were completely exposed
to Turkish fire at short range from the rear, and, from this
time onwards throughout the campaign, were closely watched.
The promised reinforcement from the 1st Battalion did not
immediately arrive. But suddenly there clambered to the
trench a scout of the 1st Battalion, Lance-Corporal Freame,
who had been sent by Dobbin to obtain news of the party.
Finding the garrison much exhausted and without water, both
the scout and a New Zealander fetched a supply from the foot
of the hill. Freame then dashed down the recess again,
carrying his report to his colonel. As he reached the foot
of the slope his voice was heard calling out “ A l l right.” Not
till afterwards did the party learn that he had been twice
wounded during the descent.
Early on the morning of April 26th the 13th Battalion of
the 4th Brigade was sent up Monash Valley to reinforce the
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15th and 16th, parts of which were already fighting at the
head of it. As the 13th turned into Monash Valley, Colonel
Burnage, its commander, and Captain Durrant, his adjutant,
climbed to MacLagan’s headquarters on MacLaurin’s Hill to
obtain their orders. MacLagan pointed out to then1 the two
dangerous gaps-one at the head of each branch of the valley
-and indicated how weak was the line holding Quinn’s and
how it was being shot at from the rear by Turks on Russell’s
Top. H e told Burnage to strengthen Quinn’s and Pope’s, and
to clear Russell’s of the enemy. This action Burnage
proceeded to undertake. One company reinforced the 16th
at Pope’s; the attempted advance of another on Russell’s,
under Major Herring, has already been narrated;2 a third
under Captain Forsythe, a veteran of the war in South Africa,
was sent to Quinn’s; and a portion of another, including a
platoon under Lieutenant Marks, was almost immediately sent
from Pope’s to reinforce him.
The track to Quinn’s, after leaving the toe of Pope’s
on the left, led for some distance up the watercourse forming
the bed of the right, or eastern, branch of Monash Valley.
About 120 yards beyond the toe of Pope’s, just when
Waterfall Gully and the shoulder of Dead Man’s Ridge began
to appear on the left of the valley, the path branched sharply
up the indentation on the right, at the summit of which Quinn’s
Post lay. A little way up the hill the runnel, now serving for
a path, branched round the foot oE a minor knuckle, which
divided the indentation into two halves. The main track led
up the left branch, near the top of which it again forked, this
upper fork becoming afterwards the most marked feature in
rear of Q ~ i n n ’ s . ~Near the head of the left branch of this
fork, at the extreme left, or northern, shoulder of Quinn’s,
was Jacobs’s position. Forsythe occupied the same half of
the indentation, but a little nearer to the centre; Marks filled
a gap between the two, which he found occupied only by
Sergeant Shapley‘ and one man. A few short communication
trenches, a yard or two in length, were dug to the rear slope of
the hill ; but that slope was so dangerous that these were mere
* 1’01 I . pp. 500-2.
a See plates at pp 5 1 187. and 220. and Vol. X I I . N o . 76. At the fork was
headquarters
‘ S g t . E. A. Shapley (No. 676. 13th B n ) . Station bookkeeper; of Melbourne;
b. Hawthorn, Vic.. I O Apr., 1 8 9 1 . Died of wounds, 29 Apr.. 1 9 1 5 .
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" death-traps."
So perilous was the approach from the rear
that, when once a party was in the line, it was practically
cut off except at night. Beyond observing that a few men
had reached his neighbourhood, Jacobs, completely worn out,
did not even realise for several days that the position had been
reinforced. During the same time Forsythe was unaware of
Jacobs's existence, though he knew that the remnant of an
original garrison-consisting of a few men from almost every
battalion in the army corps-was still somewhere on his left.
The Turks were close on the other side of the crest, and on
April 26th and 27th, in the repeated charges made by the troops
at Quinn's (as also at Courtney's and Steele's) to clear their
immediate front, Forsythe lost two of his subalterns, H. T.
Watkinss killed and F. G . Granger" wounded.
As has been explained, the indentation was divided into
two by a minor knuckle, or knoll, running like a buttress up
its centre. The main position was to the left of this knuckle,
and it was up the left gully that lay the chief path of approach
-later transformed into a wide shallow communication trench.
l h e central knuckle itself was always a death-trap, and the
sections of the post to north and south of it were at first
completely separated. When a further reinforcement-two
companies of the 14th under Major Adams-was
sent to
Quinn's on April 27th, its main concern appears to have been
with the southern corner of the post. Adams was wounded,
and it was not till next day that his successor got into touch
with either Jacobs or Forsythe. Captain Hoggart and a
number of men of the 14th were lost, being mostly struck down
by machine-gun fire while trying to dig in. The 14th (Victorian) Battalion was hampered by a certain feebleness of
some of its senior officers, and about this time there occurred
some alleged default which caused bad blood between it and
the 15th (Queensland). The event left an unfortunate
tradition, which, encouraged by foolish partisans, persisted
until after the Evacuation.
On April 29th the 14th at Quinn's was relieved by six
officers and 220 men of the 15th, now collected from other
parts of the line under Captain Quinn. Jacobs, with his

Lieut. H. T . Watkrns; 13th Bn. Agricultural experimentalist. of Richmond.
N S W.; b. North Sydney, 7 Oct., 1894. Killed in action. 27 Apr , ' 1 9 1 j
'Lieut. F. G . Granger; 13th Bn. Duntroon graduate; b. a8 June, 1895.
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remnant, was withdrawn; Marks, who, in his short trench,
had lost some 6 men killed and 20 wounded, was also withdrawn on May 1st. But Forsythe’s company remained in
occupation of the left shoulder of the recess, and, since all its
subalterns except one, Lieutenant Binnie,’ had been hit, Marks
was immediately sent back to it. Thus for a period Forsythe’s
company held the left of Quinn’s, and Quinn’s company the
centre and right.
The gallant defence of the centre and right of the post
during the ensuing week by Quinn’s company (and especially
by Lieutenants Frank Armstrong and L. Collin) has already
been narrated.s The story has also been told of the constant
Turkish attacks ending on May Ist, and of the first organised
attempt by the Anzac troops on May 2nd to thrust the enemy
from his positions overlooking Monash Valley. The right
flank of that attack brushed past the extreme left of Quinn’s,
which was not itself involved. But the mere strain of holding
the post was equivalent to that of a battle. Stray men from
the other companies, who had served there, used to speak
in awestruck tones of the bombs which the enemy threw.
Stories were related of Turkish attacks during which the
garrison fired until rifles jammed with the heat and bayonets
became twisted. Men passing the fork of Monash Valley,
and seeing and hearing the bombs bursting up at Quinn’s, used
to glance at the place (as one of them said) “ a s a man looks
at a haunted house.”
Within a week of the Landing most of the isolated firetrenches immediately above the edge of the slope had been
joined, and in certain places short saps or tunnels had been
driven, from the heads of which a further firing line was
being made. But the right half of the firing line had not
yet been connected with the left. Here, where the knoll
before-mentioned intervened, there was still on May 9th a
gap of several yards. The post was thus divided into a
northern and southern sector, each of which was about this
time further divided into three sub-sections. These were
numbered from the right-Nos. I , 2 , and 3 being in the right

’

Lieut. G. W. Blnnie. 13th Bn. Merchant; of Brighton. Vic.; b. Brighton.
6 May. 188j. Killed in’aetion, 3 May. 1915.
0 Vol. I , p). 579-81.
Lieut. D. S. Freeman (of Cootamundra, N.S.W.) was
killed in the first week in 31aT.
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half of the post, and 4, 5, and 6 in the left.e It became the
practice to place a subaltern in charge of each subsection,
while a more senior officer usually commanded each half of
the post. Starting from the extreme left, where Jacobs and
Marks had originally been stationed, No. 6 Subsection was a
trench some fourteen yards in length, fairly deep, and about
five feet wide. To keep out fire from the back a heavy
parados of sandbags was at some time built along its rear.
Its left extremity was blocked with sandbags, probably by the
men under Marks, who, on the night of May 3rd, filled in the
nearest trench dug by the 16th during its unsuccessful attack
on May 2nd. There were niches in the rear wall of the trench
in which men could sit, and one or two recesses in the front
wall also. The enemy’s opposing line was slightly over the
crest, out of sight and about thirty yards distant. The
right end of No. 6 was blocked with sandbags, but a
hole in this barricade-the only means of exit or approach
in this sub-section-enabled
men to crawl through into

No. 5.
No. 5 Subsection was about twenty-six yards long. It
had once consisted of two short trenches, but the partition
had been cut through, leaving a narrow passage. The channel
of entrance to this sub-section was a low tunnel, with its
opening near the hole into No. 6 and leading to a support
trench and to a communication trench running down the
hill to the rear. The left end of No. 5 near the tunnel
was very wide and exposed, and was known as “ T h e
Death-Trap.”
The front line of No. 5 was at this time connected with
that of No. 4 only by a deviation through the support trench.
I t was at the southern end of No. 4 that the trenches began
to come into very close proximity to those of the enemy, the
nearest point being in the dangerous bomb-swept angle of No.
3. A communication trench led up to the support trench of
No. 4, whence two low tunnels-afterwards a system of eight
-gave access to the front line.
About fifteen yards from where No. 4 Subsection ended
and No. 3 began there was, when all the trenches were
eventually connected, a veritable meeting of the ways. The

---
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front line was here slightly indented ; the support trenches
from both flanks of No. 3 led into it ; the main communication
trench ran up from the rear. The support trenches were
ultimately roofed over, and the place (which had been referred
to by one who knew it as “ The Five Ways ”) became a centre
of dark alleys. About ten feet to the right of the indentation
was a curved section of front line, afterwards made ragged
by Turkish bombing and, since men usually passed through it
at a run, known as “ T h e Racecourse.” This formed one
of The Five Ways and was the sector which ran closest to the
Turkish trenches, the enemy occupying at the end of May
several positions only five or six yards from its parapet, while
his main front trench was but seventeen yards distant. South
of this the front of Quinn’s bent back at an angle, and Nos.
2 and I Subsections gradually receded from the enemy, No. I ,
next to Courtney’s, being a comparatively comfortable position
overlooking the gully. Communication with Nos. I and 2 was
at first through No. 3 ; later, when a tunnel was driven
to Courtney’s, it was through that tunnel and so to Monash
Valley.
The trench system here described developed gradually
during the first three weeks of May, but even when it was
complete the summit of the rear slope at Quinn’s was everywhere dangerous ground. Especially so were the knoll in the
right centrelo and the short communication trench originally
dug on the left. Thus on the morning after the attack of
May and, when a few men from the flank of the 16th fell
back and jumped into the left of Quinn’s, at least five of them
were hit while running through this communication trench ;
and on the same day Lieutenant Binnie, in coming up the same
trench, after showing two officers round the post, was shot
through the heart. As has been explained, Dead Man’s
Ridge looked into this post from its left rear, at a distance
of 100 yards; the Chessboard overlooked it from the left;
German Officers’ Ridge enfiladed it from its direct right ;ll
some thirty yards from its front the Turks held the reverse
slope of the same ridge and were sapping daily closer. Up
the long hidden valley leading past the Turkish side of the

--_-

’OSec Vol X I I . plate 76.
1’ See plate at p. 82, also Vol. I , p, 578, and plater at pp. 571 and 587.
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ridge ran one of the enemy’s covered ways of approach to
the Chessboard and Baby 700. The Turks had therefore an
easy means of moving troops from either flank to their
trenches opposite the post, while the fact that Quinn’s lay
lower than the ridges on either side made it impossible for the
garrison to raise their heads to the level of the parapets either
to observe or to fire. Troops new to the post always suffered
heavily.
For example, a detachment of marines, which
together with the 16th Battalion eventually relieved Quinn and
Forsythe, lost at day-break of May 8th no less than nine men
killed or wounded by fire from the Chessboard or Dead Man’s
Ridge. Similarly the 16th had a t once lost Lieutenant
Kretchmar,l2 mortally hit through the head, and Major
Baker,la shot through the lung. Moreover at the beginning of
the campaign the trenches of Quinn’s and Courtney’s were
constantly mistaken for those of the enemy, and Captain Jess
of the 4th Brigade was employed for several days in visiting
all the posts in this corner and ensuring that the occupants of
each should recognise the trenches of the posts on their flanks.
Several months after the Landing shots were still fired into
Quinn’s from the Australian trenches at the Pimple.
Since it was death for any man to show his head, the only
alternative in observing was to use periscopes, but these were
shot down at once unless most cautiously exposed. The 16th
had its whole allotment shot away immediately, and though
they were now being rapidly manufactured on the Beach, they
were still rare in the trenches. “ They are invaluable,” wrote
Major Tihey in pressing for three more to be sent to Quinn’s.
Even when the supply began to increase, they were shot down
by snipers on the Chessboard so quickly that it was difficult
to keep one unbroken long enough to detect the faint whirl of
dust below the muzzle of the enemy’s rifle, indicating the
point from which the shots came. So long as the Turks could
maintain this watch over the position, it was impossible to
answer such fire.
At this stage, therefore, the situation at Quinn’s was that
the Australians must keep their heads down, while the Turks
1’Licut. E. H. Kretchmar: 16th Bn. Accountant: of Gcraldton, W. Aust.. b
Auckland. N.Z., 28 Apr., 1883. Killed in action, 6 May, 1 9 1 j .
Col. E. K. Baker. V D.; 16th Bn. Clerk and draughtsman; of St. Peters,
S Aust.: b Adelaide. a6 Dee. 18:;
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above them, both to left and right, were able to hold theirs up.
That is to say, the enemy at this point had established a
superiority of fire which it seemed impossible to combat. “ It is
noticeable,” said General Godley in an order of May znd, “ that
the superiority of fire all along the line belongs to the enemy.”
He pointed out that this was partly due to the Turkish methods
of sharp-shooting, and must be met by similar methods. But
no sniping system had yet been organised on the Australian
side, and it was barely possible to fire a rifle in Quinn’s Post
during the day. The 15th, when they came to the post,
remarked that the Turks in the nearest trenches merely held
their rifles above their heads and fired into space. The 15th
themselves fired very little, the sentries merely sitting in the
recesses in the back or front wall of the trench. Such few
shots as they did fire were aimed as best was possible in the
manner thus adopted by the Turks.“ As the enemy, only
thirty yards away, might at any moment rush the position, the
front trenches were, by order of Birdwood himself, to be left
comparatively shallow, so that the garrison might in an instant
man the parapet.
The strain of such a precarious method of defence was
increased by the bombs now regularly thrown at the post by
the Turks.
Bombing was still entirely strange to the
Anzac soldiers, and this sector, being so far the only one in
which they were regularly confronted with it, was regarded
with especial dislike. Although at this stage almost all the
enemy’s bombs fell short of the trenches, the fact that no reply
could be made to them imposed a severe tension on the garrison.
It was true that “ jam-tin” bombs were now being manufactured by several sections of Australian and New Zealand
engineers, who, together with some British seamen, worked at
Corps Headquarters on the Beach ; but no regular supply even
of these clumsy missiles began until the end of the
first week in May, and they were regarded with much
suspicion when they came to hand. Thus on May 7th Major
Quinn came up to Lieutenant LittlelS in No. 6 Subsection
carrying two bombs, and instructed him not to throw them
14 This method was probably nowhere elae regularly practised by Australiaanq
although often by the enemj.
‘6Lieut. E. M. Little; 15th Bn.
School teacher; of Brisbane; h. Barcaldine,
Q’land, 6 July. 1893.
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needlessly, as the supply was very small. Little and his men
put the dangerous objects in safe resting-places and left them
scrupulously alone until, during the night, an alarm occurred.
No one knew how a bomb should be thrown, but a Queenslander who had been a miner in civil life volunteered to make
the experiment. H e slit the fuse at the top; placed a match in
the slit at right-angles to the fuse; lit the match, and, as soon
as the fuse sparked, threw the bomb. After a considerable
interval-the
fuses at that time being far too long-it
exploded. The other bomb was preserved intact until morning.
The Turks, on the other hand, had by order of Liman von
Sanders been trained in throwing their well-designed cricketball ” bombs, of which throughout the campaign they appeared
to possess an inexhaustible supply.
The garrison at Quinn’s, for whom the throwing of each
grenade was an experiment, was thus forced to recognise that
the enemy had the local mastery in bombing, as he had in riflefire. It knew also that, if it became isolated and surrounded by
a rush of the enemy, there was every possibility that the guns
of its own side would be turned upon its position. There was
little at any time for it to do, except to sit low in its trenches
and wait. Yet few officers or men of the Quinn’s garrison
ever doubted that, if attacked, they would retain the position.
Such were the circumstances under which Forsythe’s
company of the 13th and Quinn’s of the 15th, which had been
sent to this post on Tuesday and Wednesday, April 27th and
28th, were still holding it on Tuesday, May 4th. It was
almost impossible under such conditions that these trenches
should progress as rapidly or systematically as was the case
elsewhere. Special working parties could not be spared by
the 4th Brigade, whose scattered companies were not released
from other sectors until the end of April, and had then to be
thrown into the costly attack of May 2nd. Moreover the N.Z.
Pr A. Division included only one field company, consisting of
New Zealand engineers. The greater part of this, as well as
the chief engineer of the division, were daily engaged at
Quinn’s and the other posts at the head of the valley; but,
though an additional half-company was borrowed from the 1st
Australian Division, so many were the tasks in that vital area
that Quinn’s could receive no special supervision, nor, probably,
((
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was it at that time sufficiently inspected by the staff to
ensure the continuous performance of the work there planned.
On the afternoon of May 4th, as part of the reorganisation
after the departure of the two infantry brigades to Helles,
the 16th Battalion-now very weak-and 200 of the marines,
who had also suffered heavily, were at last sent to relieve
Forsythe’s and Quinn’s companies, which had held the place
for no less than a week. During the progress of this operation
General Godley was present ; Forsythe’s company had come
out, and the “ change-over ” had already been partly completed, when the enemy burst a bomb in No. 2 Subsection,
wounding five of the nine marines who were holding it. The
remaining four rushed to the rear, spreading the alarm that
an attack was imminent. Godley, who was on the slope behind
the post and was unaware of its dangerous areas, ordered the
supports to man the central knoll.
Forsythe shouted a
warning, but not in time to prevent some of the men reaching
the summit, where they were shot by an enemy machine-gun
which opened immediately from the flank. The incident had
again proved that a relief in dangerous sectors could not be
safely entrusted to young, raw, and over-strained troops.
Forsythe’s weary men were at once turned back into the
trenches, to remain there until the marines became accustomed
to them,16 and Godley, impressed by the danger, ordered that
the supports at Courtney’s, Quinn’s, and Pope’s must bivouac
and sleep higher up the slope.
Eventually, early on May 5th, Quinn’s and Forsythe’s men
left the post to the 16th Battalion and marines, the whole being
under the command of Colonel Pope. Pope’s was similarly
held by 100 marines and 100 of the 13th, under Colonel
Burnage. Courtney’s was to be garrisoned exclusively by the
14th ; the 15th, and the remainder of the Marine Brigade, were
held in local reserve.
Brigadier-General Trotman, of the
marines, commanded the section, Colonel Monash, of the 4th
Brigade, acting under him. Monash endeavoured to relieve
the strain on the garrison of Quinn’s by arranging that the
front-line troops there should serve only for short periods of
duty, each turn heiiig followed by an equal period of rest. T o
‘OSome of the 16th who served next ureek In Quinn’s with the marines spoke
of theni. especially of the N.C 0 ’ s . as good mates and brave soldiers.
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this end he now laid it down that, while the 13th should permanently garrison Pope’s, and the 14th Courtney’s, the 15th
and 16th should alternate every forty-eight hours at
Quinn’s. In accordance with this arrangement the 15th, after
bivouacking for two days on the somewhat dangerous slopes
of Monash Valley, returned to Quinn’s Post on the evening
of May 6th. But at this stage the 16th was ordered to detach
200 men to work upon the Beach, and since it comprised only
293 officers and men all told, the next relief could not be
carried out in due time. The system was, however, subsequently reverted to, and became the routine for the valley.
Quinn’s was so close to the Turkish position on the same
ridge that it was safe from enemy artillery unless the Turks
could emplace a gun directly on its flank. On the morning of
May 9th such a gun opened from the rear of Johnston’s Jolly,
bursting its shells along the shallow trenches of the post,
destroying twenty-five yards of parapet and killing and wounding men.l’ On the same day the Turkish saps on the other
side of the crest began to approach so closely that the fire of
bombs became markedly heavier, although most of them still
fell short of the trenches.
Moreover, apprehension of a
further danger was beginning to be felt. Except for a few
parched twigs and stumps the scrub had now mostly been shot
away, and the parapet of the Turkish trenches on the other
side of the narrow spur could here and there be seen. At
one point there had been observed a mound suggesting the
heap about the mouth of a mine-shaft. As it seemed probable
that the eneniy might attempt to undermine and blow up
Quinn’s, it was decided on May 5th to take the precaution of
driving in from the rear slope three tunnels, in which listeners
might be placed to detect any sound of mining on the part of
the enemy, and from which, if any were heard, he might be
countermined. These were accordingly begun on May 8th
by the New Zealand engineers. Working with entrenching
tools, and carrying back the “ spoil ” in sandbags, the sappers
could make but slow progress, but on May 9th their work was
sufficiently advanced to enable them to “ listen.” No sounds
” A n officer of the N.Z. engineers had his leg shattered: two men were buried
beneath the tumbled earth and several others were hit. Lieut. K. H. Anderson
(of Hobart and Zeehan, Tas.), who had arrived only a few hours before, was killed
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of enemy mining were heard, and Major Carter,’” then
commanding in the trenches, reported that the mound over
the supposed mine-shaft might be only a machine-gun
position.
Even if the Turkish works were only trenches, their
existence so close to the front of Quinn’s naturally caused
great anxiety to General Godley, who considered the post a
crucial onela and was exceedingly desirous to obtain inf ormation as to the strength of the Turks and the nature of their
works at that point. Early on the morning of the 9th he
visited Monash ValleyZoto make inquiries, and on returning
to his headquarters telephoned to Monash orders for a reconnaissance to be made from Quinn’s Post during the ensuing
night. The arrangements were left to Colonel Cannan, whose
battalion at Quinn’s would have to carry it out. “ The general
says we must find out what is going on behind the Turks’ high
parapet,” said Cannan to his junior officers when dictating his
order. “ W e are to send out scouts or to make a reconnaissance in force. There is only one thing to do, for you
know what chance scouts have out there.” H e decided to
seize the opposing trenches by means of three assaulting
parties, totalling about 100 men, viz. :
Left Party-Officer and twenty-five ;
Centre Party-Officer and forty-five ;
Right Party-Officer and twenty-five.
As it had been made clear by Godley that any captured
trenches were, if possible, to be held, Cannan arranged that the
attacking force should be followed by three digging parties,
totalling a further forty-nine men, who were to make the
uLieut.-Col. H. R Carter, i j t h Bn Company manager and consular agent for
France; of Brisbane; b. Brisbane, 31 J a n , 187j Died, 1 4 July, 1934.
It was sometimes argued that Qiiinn’s was not 3 vital position. inasmuch a s its
loss might not have made I t necessary to evacuate the other posts in hfonash Valley.
The argument was academic to this extent, that no commander was lihely to evacuate
Quinn’s in order to test I t s truth
N H e there conferred with Gen Trotman, Col. hlonash. hlaj Festing (brigademajor t o Trotman), and all the battalion commanders of the 4th Brigade.
Col.
Cannan of the I j t h , then occupying the post, was of opinion that the Turks
were not in great strength. and with this some of hi5 officers agreed, it being thought
that the enemy’s main force had been sent to meet the heavy attacks in progress
a t Helles. But to test such suppositions by patrolling was, in this sector. impossible
Such a n attempt bad been made from Pope’s by the r j t h Battalion on the night of
May 8. i n order t o ascertain the position of the Turks close in front on Dead
Man’s Ridge. A sergeant and f o u r corporals had been sent out and had succeeded
in reaching the old trenches of the 13th on that ridge, but they were then heavily
fired upon from several directions, the sergeanl being killed and three of the others
severely wounded, one not returning At Quinn’s oatrolling was out of the question

100

THE STORY OF ANZAC

[9th Yay, 1915

captured trenches suitable for defence and to dig three
communication trenches to them. The making of communication trenches was an urgent work, since it was certain that no
man would be able to cross the crest in the open after dawn.
Unless, theref ore, these trenches were finished before daybreak, the men in the captured position would be completely
cut off from supplies and reinforcements.
The whole operation was strictly i n accordance with the
policy laid down by G.H.Q. of making minor attacks on the
Anzac front. With it began the series of fierce local assaults
and counter-assaults which continued for a month at this
most precarious post in the Anzac line-the Anzac leaders
endeavouring to improve what appeared to be an almost
impossible position, the enemy attempting to take advantage
of its weakness in order to break the line at its most vulnerable
point. As this was the heaviest of these attacks, and was
typical of them all, the arrangements made for it may be
described in some detail.
At 5 p.m. Cannan called together all his officers at the
headquarters of Quinn’s and explained the plans, particularly
stressing two points-first, that the commander of each party
should inform the post-headquarters of all difficulties (for
which purpose three messengers were to be sent with each) ;
second, that as soon as any commander decided that a captured
Turkish trench was suitable for holding as a front line, it
should at once be made defensible by transferring its parapet
to the opposite side. With this object every man was to carry
two empty sandbags, and his entrenching tool stuck in his belt
ready for immediate use. As soon as a party-commander
decided which enemy trench was to be occupied, he was to
set alternate men working and firing, and was to send for
the digging party either to improve the fire-trench or to dig
the communication trench-whichever
work appeared more
urgent. The signal for the attack was to be a long burst of
fire from the 13th Battalion’s machine-gun at Pope’s. I n
order to ensure surprise, there was to be no cheer, but the
troops were to creep over their parapet and then, when the
leader of each party rose, to rise with him and dash to the
Turkish line.
Cannan, after explaining these plans, allowed them to
be discussed. Thereupon one young Tasmanian officer,
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Lieutenant Hinman,2l urged a strong objection to the whole
undertaking, pointing out that in the morning following
the assault the Australians would certainly be driven out of
any captured trenches by the Turkish machine-guns, which
would enfilade them from both flanks. Cannan answered that
the object was reconnaissance. If the trenches could not be
taken or held, the commander of the party must use his
discretion as to withdrawing, it being understood that the
desire was to hold all advanced positions wherever possible.
The main thing was that the battalion should do what it was
asked to do. He warned his officers not to allow useless firing,
and then ordered that lots should be drawn among the juniors
for the leadership of the three assaulting parties and of the
central digging party. The lots fell thus: Left PartyLieutenant H. G. Smith ;22 Centre Party-Lieutenant
F. C.
Youden ;23 Right Party-Lieutenant
H. P. Armstrong.*‘
Of the digging parties the central (twenty-four men) was
placed under Lieutenant Frank Armstrong. the left and right
(eleven men each) under sergeants. All the parties were to
assemble in the front line of Quinn’s, the only other troops
in which would be a number of picked men to act as garrison
during the fight. The rest of
the 15th was to be in the
support trenches, and Cannan
was informed that he could, if
necessary, call upon the 16th
QUI
also for support. The assault
was to be made at g p.m.
In the meantime the officers
+I‘,
returned to their companies and
for the most part gave their men
an outline of the plan.
For that part of the 15th Br/t/sh trenchesshoivn thus 7urk1~b
,
,,
-which had not previously been ProJcteedattack5 , ,
,
in Quinn’s the hours before the
action were full of strange experience. Shortly after dark

=

-

-

a -

Lieut. A. G. Hinman; 15th Bn. Mining engineer, of Launceston and Waratah.
Tas : b. Launceston, I O June, 1890. Killed in action. I O May 1915.
** Lieut. H. G . Smith; 15th Bn. Farmer; of Ayr, Q’land;’ b. Daylesford, Vic.,
1894. Died of wounds, I O May, 1915.
”Lieut. F. C. Youden: 15th Bn. Musician; of Bundaberg, Q’land; b. Glasgoa.
Scotland, 1882. Killed in action. 8 Aug.. 1915.
Lieut H. P. Armstrong; 15th Bn Clerk; of Townsville, Q’land. h. Townsville,
24 Feb., 1891. Killed in action, I O May, 1915. Member of the Australian team
at Bisley, 1913.
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four star-shells or flares were, for the first time, fired frorn
the Turkish reserve line on Mortar Ridge, lighting up all the
summits and slopes around Courtney’s and Mule Valley. The
enemy then burst into heavy rifle-fire, and, since this might
indicate that he had some suspicion of the impending attack,
the assault was postponed for an hour.
For what seemed
an eternity the men waited, while the Turkish bullets thumped
the other side of the parapet.
At IO the start was again
postponed until 10.45, at which hour there was heard the prearranged burst of machine-gun fire on the left at Pope’s.
The leaders and their men crawled over the parapet. In doing
so Youden, commanding the centre party, and seven of
his men were hit.
When all were out, Sergeant Hunter,”
Youden’s second-in-command, rose and called out, and all
the assaulting parties rushed forward. A few scattered shots
were heard, followed by shouts as the centre party reached
the front Turkish trench.
Then there broke from all the
head of the valley the tremendous roar of rifle-fire which
always accompanied any activity at Quinn’s. At the start
about fifty yards separated the flanks of the assaulting parties.
Word almost immediately came back from the commanders
of the left and centre that they had driven the Turks from
their trench, and that their own men were now digging. But
the officer in charge of the right of Quinn’s reported that on
his front there was no sign of life,
and he feared that the right party
had been destroyed.
The centre party had charged
across No-Man’s Land, at one
point crossing a shallow trench,
which either had been lately begun
by the Turks or was an old trench
%
abandoned.
It may have been
occupied by a listening-post, for a
y%D
Turk lying in or near it shot at one
of the signallers as they ran forward, but was himself killed by the
next man with his pick. Almost
immediately the enemy’s high f ront-line parapet was reached
‘5 Sgt. R. A. Hunter, M.M. (No. 4 5 1 , 15th En.).
Q’land: b Maryborough. 1 7 March, 1892.

Miner: of Maryborough,
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About twenty of the Turks behind it were shot or bayoneted.
Others fled, chased by one gallant Queenslander, Private
Byrne,26 who was never seen again. I n the meantime one of
the party’s messengers, Private ToftaT-who crossed No-Man’s
Land many times that night-ran back to Quinn’s with the
news that Youden had been shot. Hearing this, Frank
Armstrong, who was waiting with his digging party, decided
to go forward at once and take command, leaving his men in
charge of Lieutenant Sampson.2*
Armstrong found the centre party occupying about fifty
yards of the old Turkish front line. Its parapet-now at the
men’s backs-was largely composed of ammunition-boxes filled
with earth:@ and was nearly three feet high, but the trench
itself was only three feet deep, straight, and without parados.
The men of the 15th were therefore much exposed. Parallel
to it at some distance there ran a further Turkish trench,
beyond which lay the long valley between Mortar Ridge and
this. Armstrong decided to hold the line he then occupied.
H e therefore sent for Sampson’s digging party, which, distributed along the trench, at once began to transpose the
parapet. Though the enemy’s fire was heavy, it was scattered
and not withering. Armstrong’s main cause of anxiety now
was that he had no touch with either the left or the right
party. H e consequently conferred with Sampson and asked
him to see if the right party was in the same trench.
Making his way from the centre party southwards along
the captured trench, Sampson found thirty yards of it completely empty. He next came upon two of the enemy, who
were so busily engaged in firing at Quinn’s that they did not
observe him, and were easily shot with his revolver. Immediately after passing them he stumbled upon three wounded
Australians, who proved to belong to the right party. On
being asked where it was, they replied: “Chasing Turks
down the gully.” Shots, shouts, and din coming from that
direction evidenced the fact.
“ h e . H. F. Byrne (No. 417, 15th En.). Labourer; b. Maryborough. Q’land.
188% Killed in action, 9 May, 1 9 1 j .
” Capt. J. P. G. Toft M C
M M.; 15th Bn.
Public servant: of Bundaberg.
Q’land, b. Bundaberg, II) No”.:’ I&.
”Maj. B. Sampson. D.S.O.; 15th Bn.
Tas : b. Launceston. 3 0 March, 1882.
PThe hop-holes in it were oblique

Timber yard manager; of Launceston.
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Sampson reconnoitred the empty trench. In it or along
its edge lay some thirty dead Turks, evidently killed by the
missing party. The trench itself was shallow, un-traversed,
and almost straight-a fact which supported the probability
that it would be swept next day by fire from the enemy’s
flanking posts. It ran direct to the edge of Mule Valley, where
it ended. Near this point two communication trenches led up
from a maze of trenches and pits farther down the slope. In
front the scrub. which here clothed the crest, reached for
some thirty yards to the edge of the long valley. The right
digging party presently arrived-Sampson having sent one of
the wounded to fetch it-and with it came thirty men under
Corporal Vincent.3o These Sampson distributed along the
trench, until they connected with the flank of the centre party,
special posts being stationed at the head of the two Turkish
communication saps. Then, all being perfectly quiet on this
flank, he went northwards and reported the position, first to
Armstrong, and then to Colonel Cannan at Quinn’s.
So far, despite the first somewhat alarming report that the
right party had been destroyed, the attack had developed
exceedingly well.
On receiving that ill report at 11 p.m.
Cannan had asked for two companies of the 16th, the whole of
which battalion shortly afterwards came up and waited on the
slope in rear of the support trenches. One of its platoons3~
was sent out to strengthen the right, but before its arrival
there, most of the missing party under H. P. Armstrong had
returned. I t appeared that advancing in silence with the
bayonet they had completely surprised the enemy. After
passing a couple of tents, killing the occupants, the party swept
round into the valley behind the Turkish Quinn’s. On the
slope was a company or more of Turks, asleep in their
blankets. No alarm had yet been given, but it was considered
that the numbers of the enemy were far too great to allow of
quarter being safely given. Some of the Turks bolted to the
rear. The rest were shot or bayoneted. In a headquarters, in
which a candle flickered. four or five were killed about the
telephone.
The Queenslanders smashed the instruments,
cut the wires, and collected the papers, which they afterwards
‘OCpl. R. Suckling (served as No. 508. R. Vincent 15th Bn.). Actor: b. Christ
church, N.Z., 1885. Killed in action. Q / I O May. I ~ I S .
n Apparently that under Lieut G C Curlewis (of Fremantlc. W. Aust ).
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passed to Armstrong.
On the declivity beside several dugouts was a heap of spoil, and above it the mouth of a tunnel.
into which Corporal Tickner3* fired, but without drawing a
reply. According to one account, after the valley had been
cleared of Turks and picqueted, a messenger reached
Armstrong warning him that he was too far advanced. At
all events he reassembled his party and returned to the
Australian line. The raid had no doubt crushed the enemy’s
local defence system upon that flank of Quinn’s. The
Queenslanders had lost few
and eventually, reinforced
by some of Lieutenant Svensen’s3‘ nien from the right trench
of Quinn’s, helped to garrison its proper section of the new
line, while Svensen strung out other men across No-Man’s
Land to dig a communication trench from the right of Quinn’s
to the captured position.
\
The communication trench
leading from Quinn’s to Frank
Armstrong’s central party was
qsdb
also progressing.
Sampson.
after returning with his message
to Cannan, had been ordered to
superintend this task, and had
lined out across No-Man’s Land
*Cr
#* ?? fdrmstrong
the garrison of Nos. 2 and 3
Subsections of Quinn’s together
with twenty marines. Unaimed
Crmstrong
bullets were flying thickly. but
Communicatmtrencbes
are shown thus 5:they only served to speed the
work. Similarly a third line of
men had been distributed between the left of Quinn’s and the
captured trench. This last arca, however, was close to the
strongly occupied Turkish positions on the Chessboard, and
the fire being heavy, the digging party fell hack on Quinn’s
and attempted to sap from there. But since this process would
obviously be too slow, Lieutenant Hitiman-the same who had
urged objections to the whole enterprise. and who was that

J

J

”Lieut M R Tickner. D C hI ; 19th Bn
Clerk, b. Sydney. zz July, 1892.
Killed in action, 20 Sept , 1917
“According to Pte H J hlyles (of Rockl~a~npton.Q’land). who was one of
the party Another account slates that 9 of the 2 0 iiien were never heard of again
“Lieiit. N T Svensen, 15th Bn Draughtsman, of South Brisbane, b Larvlk,
Norway, 17 Sept , 1878.
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night in charge of No. 6 Subsection of Quinn’s-took
his
men out into the open to continue the work. “ It’s perfectly
safe,” he said. A few minutes later he was killed by a bullet
through the head. Nevertheless the men remained digging
across the old No-Man’s Land, Lieutenant Little, who now
succeeded Hinman in Quinn’s, superintending their work.
Thus by midnight all three communication trenches were being
speedily dug across the old No-Man’s Land, in each case by
men working in the open.
Although gallant men continually risked their lives to
ensure that headquarters should be kept fully informed,s5 the
intelligence which reached Cannan was disconnected and f ragmentary. Eventually Captain Harry,88 acting adjutant of the
igth, volunteered to bring news of each party. After
reporting that all was well with the left and right, he again
went forward to find Frank Armstrong of the centre party.
He reached the trench, but was never seen again.
As a matter of fact the position of the centre party was by
no means so secure as it appeared to be. The number of
men now in its trench was so great that they could scarcely
move, much less dig. The enemy’s parapet had been found
to be composed largely of rotting bodies, which the Turks had
evidently thrust from their trench and covered with a few
inches of soil. This fact, and the absence of materials, had
resulted in little progress being made in the transference of
the parapet to the other side of the trench, and when the space
became crowded all work was stopped. The men merely fired
heavily-as new troops are inclined to do-although the targets
were but vague. Meanwhile Frank Armstrong endeavoured
to relieve the congestion by having his wounded men carried
across No-Man’s Land to Quinn’s.
When this task had been partly completed he sent one of
the men engaged in it, Corporal C r a ~ e n , ~to
‘ renew touch
with the right party under H. P. Armstrong. Making his way
over the top, Craven found part of the trench empty, and then
Pte. W. Gordon (of Townsville. Q’lnnd), for example, was several times
wounded wlicn upon such errands.
Capt. S. W . Harry, i j t h Bn. Town clerk. b. g Yeb., 1883. Killed in action,
I O May, 1915.
‘1 Brig. J Craven, D C hf : 14th Bn
Seaman, of Brisbane; b Halifax, Ylrks..
E n g , 4 May, 1 8 ~ 4 .
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ran suddenly into a body of Turks occupying either the captured trench or-as it seemed to h i m - o n e nearer to Quinn’s
Post and actually in rear of Armstrong’s line. I t was possible
that he had lost his way, since he could see a light burning in
some Turkish company headquarters down the slope behind
the enemy, but in any case the Turks were now manifestly
between the centre and right parties. They flung a shower
of bombs at him, one of which knocked him into an empty
trench. With difficulty he found his bearings and reached
Quinn’s, from which he made his way back to Frank Armstrong, who thus learned for the first time that he was cut
off from the right party.
With the left he had never
obtained touch. He had at different times sent back two of
his sergeants, StormonthSBand
Sparks,’g to report the fact.
Smkb
In consequence Colonel Cannan
despatched to him Lieutenant
Harwood,’O with thirty men
of the 16th, and ordered patrols
to be sent by the centre party
f Armstrong
towards the left and vice versa.
As no word of these came back,
Major Margolin“ was next
narmstrons
sent with a further thirty
under orders to enter Frank
Armstrong’s trench and advance along it to the left, so as to
link up. But on reaching Armstrong’s trench Margolin found
it so crowded that there was no room for his men, who had
to lie down outside. Stumbling upon Harwood’s party lying
in the same manner in the old No-Man’s Land, he set it to
assist in digging the central communication trench.
Then,
since his own men were being uselessly killed, he returned to
Cannan, and was instructed to withdraw them.
Searching
the space between the trenches with a faithful assistant,

11 6
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“Capt S. L Stormonth: xjth Bn Clerk of petty sessions; of Toowoomba and
Kambour, Q’land; b. Killarney, Q’land. 1 7 Apr , 1888 Died. 1 3 Sept., 1935.
mLieut J. E. Sparks; Ijth Bn. Clerk, of Manly, N.S.W ; b. Ipswich, Q’land.
1894.
’* Maj. (temp. Lieut.-Col.) K. Harwood. D.S.O. Commanded 16th Bn.. temply..
1917/18.
Farmer; b. Fremantle, W. Aust.. 1 7 Oct.. 1878.
“ Lieut.-Col. E. L. Margolin, D.S.O.
Merchant: of Collie, \V. Aust.. b. Bielgorod,
Ctntral Russia. a6 March. 1875.
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Signaller S ~ l a s , ' ~he succeeded in getting forty men of the
16th back to Quinn's.
It was exactly at this time, between z and 3 a.m., that
Lieutenant Sanipson and three of his men. working upon the
central communication trench, were hit by shots of which the
flashes came from the section of trench immediately north of
the centre party, where the left party was believed to be.
Imagining that the left party was firing on him, Sampson
ran towards the flashes, shouting at the men there not to shoot.
The answer was further shots and bombs.
Realising that
there must be enemy in the trench, Sampson crept southwards
to Frank Armstrong, and found that he was aware of it, and
that these Turks had begun to attack him heavily. Armstrong
had hurriedly built a barricade of sandbags across the trench,
but the Turks were employing bombs, and his own men had
none.
H e could not possibly drive them out without
assistance, and he asked Sanipson to explain this to Cannan.
Cannan had already received the information, and knew
precisely where these Turks were.43 How they came to be
there was not at the time known to him, but it is certain that
a Turkish comtnunication trench ran in at some point between
the central and left parties and that the enemy was now
pouring his men through this avenue of approach. When the
Australian assault had first been launched, and the survivors
of the enemy garrison had rushed back to the long valley,
possibly carrying the supports with them, a certain number
had remained at or near the head of this communication
trench. They had since been shooting all Australians who
approached it, and they were now being reinforced. The
Turkish command took a serious view of the loss of the post,
and at least one reserve battalion was hurried forward, possibly with some additional assistance from the immediate
flanks."
It was in the early hours of the morning, as these
"Pte
Ellis Silas ( N o 634, 16th Bn ) , b London, Eng., 13 Aug., 1884
(Silas, who was a n a r t student, afterwards painted several pictures of incidents of
the early fightinq at Quinn's and Pope's, as he saw them. These pictures are in
the Australian W a r Memorial Collection )
a Capt. J. A Good (of Devonport, T a s was returning from headquarters towards
the place where he believed the centre party to he, when some circumstance roused
hrs suspicion H e crawled to the edge of the tiench and called in a low voice for
Armstrong
The only aiiswcr was a muttering of low guttural voices. which he
realised to be those of the enemy. H e made his way back to headquarters with
the n e w .
" A mountain-gun is also said to have been dragged by the enemy up the valley
to within fifty yards of the captured position
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troops commenced to arrive, that the enemy began his counterattack. From his position between the centre and left parties
bombs began to be thrown, while other troops, lining each side
of the communication trench, were firing on the Australians
with their rifles.
Cannan was not as yet aware of this heavy attack. But
dawn was approaching, and it was clearly imperative that
the enemy intervening between the left and centre should
be immediately ejected.
H e therefore ordered Captain
T ~ w n s h e n d ' of
~ the r6th, who had reached Anzac that day,
to take all available men of that battalion and charge the
section occupied by the Turks. With these-about
forty in
all-was sent a platoon of the 13th under Lieutenant Marks
which had been hurriedly summoned from Pope's Hill. It
chanced that Sanipson, returning through the trenches of
Quinn's with news of Arnistrong's plight, met Townshend
proceeding with Major hlargolin to his starting-point, and
informed them the direction of the enemy.
The presence of the interTurks
vening Turks was known also to
the left party. Several officers
besides Smith, the original
Srn/th
leader, had gone forward to that
sector. Of these Hinman had
been killed. Lieutenant Collin,
Townshendl
starting forward with one companion, had veered too far to
f drmstmng
the left, missed the trench, and
was never heard of again.
Lieutenant W a ~ e h a m ' also
~
had h ' A r m s t r o p /Turks
gone forward.
About 2 a m .
Cannan had sent fer Lieutenant Little, in charge of No. 6 Subsection of Quinn's, and
ordered him to take a number of men to the extreme left
and safeguard that flank by digging a trench between the left
of Smith's party and the edge of the Bloody Angle. Crawling
forward, Little reached the end of the line, and there found

\
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"Capt. S E Townshend; 16th Bn. Registrar. Unrversity of W Aust : of
Sydney and Perth; b. hlackay, Q'land, 29 June, 1885 Killed In action. i o hlay,
1915.

Lieut. E. C. Wareham: 15th Bn
Customs clerk: of Brisbane; b. Townsville,
(I'land. Z I July. 1890. Killed in action. I O hlay, 1 9 1 5
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an Australian sentry, who kept shooting round a slight bend
of the trench, firing into the wall in order to prevent the
enemy from surprising the flank. Being at very close quarters,
Little’s party could not entrench from the surface, but began
to sap at high pressure, the man at the “ f a c e ” being constantly relieved by the others. The trench had the usual high
Turkish parapet, but no parados. The flashes of the enemy’s
rifles were very close in front, certainly coming from a support
trench, although this was not realised at the time by the
Australians, who were firing by the method usual at Quinn’s,
that is to say, holding the rifle above the head and guessing
the direction. Having ordered several volleys-the men rising
and firing aimed shots-Little
tried to discover who was
on his right.
Getting no satisfactory answer, he asked for
Lieutenants Smith or Wareham. The reply was: “Both
dead.” Wareham had apparently been killed while firing at
a Turkish officer; Smith had been mortally wounded.
Making his way along the trench he found a corporal, H. 0.
Br~adbent.‘~The sap was narrow and so crowded that movement was impossible; but Broadbent said that he believed
there were Turks in it farther to the right. A few minutes
later a cheer was heard, and in the dim light men were faintly
seen charging from the rear precisely towards the position to
which Broadbent referred. What happened next is not
certain. Some of the men believed the enemy was attacking
them from the rear. Shots were fired a t them-possibly some
by the Australians, certainly many by the Turks. Some of
the figures fell. There was a cry: “Don’t fire-they’re our
own men.” The charge was finished-with what effect those
on the flanks could not at the moment tell.
I t was Townshend’s charge. With him was a subaltern
of the 16th, a Duntroon boy, Lieutenant Durston Lieutenant
Marks, whose platoon had been hurriedly sent from Pope’s
before their commander was awakened, only caught up
his men as they were scrambling out in the dark over the
parapet of Quinn’s. Someone ordered : ‘‘ Fix your bayonet.”
He did so. A voice said : “ When I call Australia for ever,’
‘7 Cpl H 0 Broadbent (No 264. ~ q t hBn
Clerk; of C;reenn.ich. N.S W , and
Rockhampton, Q’land, b. Redfern, N.S.W., I I Sept., 1892. Died of wounds, 27
N o v . 1915.
‘8 Lieut. N. H
Durston. 16th Bn
Duntroon graduate: of Poowong, Vic ; b
Northcote, Vic., I T March, 1893. Killed in action, I O May, 1915.
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charge boys.” Marks asked “ Who’s that ?” The voice replied : “ Captain Townshend.”
“ We’re
all ready,” said
Marks, and the next moment they had rushed forward. A
number pitched headlong.
Durston was killed, Townshend
was hit through the foot and immediately afterwards killed
as Sergeant C ~ O S Swas
‘ ~ carrying him back.
Marks, Cross
(who had returned to the front), and some of the rest found
themselves lying under the Turkish parapet.
From the
enemy’s side of it came a few bombs, of which a sergeant
named ScottSo threw back one. Marks and another man
attempted to fire into the trench by pushing their rifles over
the top. As they were too few to capture the place, Marks
sent a bandsman, Collopy,81 for reinforcements.
Fifteen
minutes later, as none arrived, he told his men to “number
off.” Receiving only three answers, and seeing that it was
useless to lie where they were, he passed the word: “ Wheii
I say go, we’ll retire.” H e gave the signal, and, with his
men, ran back to Quinn’s.
Some time before this, bombs had begun to fall behind the
left party also. Corporal Broadbent’s men at first imagined
these to be thrown by their own men at Quinn’s. Lieutenant
Little, who happened to be writing a report to Colonel Cannan,
received at that juncture a Deriscope, for which he had sent.
Putting it up, he saw immediately beyond the parapet the
grey light of dawn glinting from
the tips of Turkish bayonets.
“ I put the periscope down,” he
wrote long afterwards, I‘ and was
about to write that the enemy
were just under our noses, when
I was amazed to see the whole
line to my right rise as one man
and retire. For a moment that
seemed like eternity I stood
looking towards the men on the
left, afraid that they had not
W. A. Cross, D.C.M. (No. 7 1 2 , 13th Bn.), was a clergyman who served
in the infantry; h. Christchurch. N.Z.. 187;.
I o S g t . H. Scott (No. 787. 13th Bn ).
Locomotive fireman; of Wallsend. N.S.W.;
h. Wallsend. 26 Sept.. 1805. Killed in action, 2 1 Aug., 1 9 1 5 .
Cpl. C. R . Collopy (No 483, 45th Bn ). Farmer, h Emmaville, N S.W , 1886.

112

THE STORY OF ANZAC

[loth May, I915

seen the withdrawal. Then, to my joy, I saw them rise and
go back.”
There seenis little doubt that the word given by Marks had
been passed, as often happened, beyond the flanks of his immediate party, or at any rate that the line farther north had
seen his retirement and followed it. Just as the men came
in, Colonel Cannan and Captain Jess were endeavouring to
organise a charge by the marines, their last reserve, against
the sector held by the Turks. Frank Armstrong, who had
come back from tlie centre party to report to Cannan, had
estimated that he could hold on until this charge was made.
But the left having now withdrawn, a charge intended to
connect with it would be futile. Meanwhile the enemy was
vigorously bombing the centre party, who had no bombs and
could only attempt vainly to shoot their opponents over the
top of the trench. Jn doing so they exposed themselves to
machine-gun fire, which, as daylight increased, came from
front, both flanks, and right and left rear. More than once
they were stung by the bombs into charging over the top
towards the communication trenches from which came the
enemy and his bombs, but machine-gun fire was immediately
turned upon these brave attempts. The Turks now held saps
leading not only to Armstrong’s left but to his right, although
it was chiefly through tlie former that riflemen and bombers
were being poured. Having no bombs with which to reply,
the Australians could not, by any means then known to warfare, resist this attack, and they realised it. Finally Armstrong
--whose orders were now to act as he thought best-after consulting with his sergeant, Sparks, directed the centre party
to withdraw. As the result of what was perhaps the heaviest
task of its kind ever undertaken by Australian troops, all three
communication trenches were before dzwn cut through to the
captured trench. While each of them gave good cover, the
central was the safest. Through this the wounded of the
correqponding party were carried back, and then the rest withdrew, Frank Armstrong remaining to the last and then himself
running with Sparks across No-Man’s Land. The right party
under H. P. Armstrong had not been seriously attacked, and
had somewhat improved its trench, but, when the centre retired,
Cannan necessarily ordered its withdrawal
Its commander
saw his men into the communication trench before leaving.
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The stream of fire which swept the crest of Quinn’s during
the withdrawal in daylight was very different from the illdirected shooting in the night. A machine-gun somewhere on
Baby 700 was firing short bursts down the trench which the
Australians were quitting, and bombs were bursting in it
continuously. Numbers of men were hit; of the centre party
Sergeant west or^^^ and Corporal M a ~ D o n a l d were
~ ~ killed
by a single bullet.
Lieutenant Svensen, who was building
a barricade to block the right communication trench after
the last man had passed through, was wounded the moment
he raised his head to see if any were left. Lieutenant
C a ~ e y , ~his
’ junior, was similarly hit.
A moment later
H. P. Armstrong, looking to see i f all his men had entered the
right communication trench, was shot through the head.56
Frank Armstrong, last of his party to reach Quinn’s, was
acutely distressed for his men. “ All my boys are killed or
wounded out there,” he said, and at once endeavoured to climb
out and see if any wounded remained.
The men with hini
tried to pull him down, but he struggled to the parapet and
was killed.
The Turkish bayonets had been observed moving along
their recaptured trench as the Australians vacated it. The
defences on Baby 700 bristled with them. The din of bomhs
was tremendous, and, as usual, the conviction of those on the
spot was that a counter-attack by the Turks was imminent.
The officers aiid non-commissioned officers of the 15th having
been mostly killed or wounded, some of the reinforcements
lately arrived from Australia, who were now garrisoning
the front line, began to show unsteadiness, and in one trench
a sentry had to be posted to prevent stragglers from leaving
it.
But the trained soldiers, though worn out, were firm.
Little, sent by Cannan to steady the men on the left, found
No. 5 Subsection empty and only a handful in No. 6. He
asked “if they would ‘stick it.”’
They were too weary to
reply. but there was no doubt as to their determination.
The enemy’s counter-attack stopped, as usual, with the recapture of his trenches. Had he possessed sufficient confidence,
8’ Sgt C . E. \Veston (No. 8s1, 15th Bn.).
Sheep farmer: b. Wigston. Leicester.
shire. Eng., 1 5 March. IS;?. Killcd in action. I O May, 1915.
“Cpl. R. MacDonald (No. 708, 15th Bn.). Labourer; b. Glasgow, Scotland.
1882. Killed in action. I O May, 1915.
“Lieut. L. C . Cssey; 15th Bn. Public servant: b. 16 March. 1894.
Y The documents captured in the Turkish headquarters Bere lost with him.
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as soon as those trenches were reoccupied, to withdraw his
reserves, his loss would probably have been slight. But,
according to his wont, his movements were slow and clumsy.
The 5th Turkish Division (less the 15th Regiment) had been
brought into this sector since the fighting on the previous
Sunday, and about day-break a large body of these troops was
brought up into the valley behind Quinn’s. As daylight increased the observers for Bessell-Browne’s 8th Battery at the
Pimple perceived some zoo of these Turks creeping forward.
Browne’s guns opened at 1,150 yards, bursting their shrapnel
over them, but after the first six shots a Turkish battery placed
three shells directly into his gun-pit and stopped his fire.
Major Sykes’sJE 2nd New Zealand Field Battery, now
emplaced on Plugge’s and overlooking Quinn’s at a range of
950 yards, fired 100 shells into the crowded enemy, the fuses
being timed to burst almost directly above the Australian
trenches, so that the projected pellets swept the narrow NoMan’s Land and the Turkish valley beyond.51 During this
time a constant fire of bombs was maintained by the enemy
and did not cease till 7.30:
But No-Man’s Land was still
too wide for bombing, and it is said that only one actually fell
into the trenches of the post.
The Australian loss in this “ reconnaissance ” aniounted to
14 officers and 193 men, of whom IO officers and a large
proportion of the men were killed. According to the plans the
original assault was to be delivered by 100 men followed by 50
in the working parties, and it was afterwards sometimes
stated that only a “sortie” had been intended, and that the
number of troops drawn into the fight was much greater than
was contemplated by the staff. But the orders left no doubt
that captured trenches were to be held, if possible; and if
they were to he held, then it was necessary for the local
“ L i e u t X o l . F. B. Srkes. D.S.O. Commanded 2nd N.Z. F.A. Bde.. r ~ i s / i . 8 .
Officer of British Regular Army. of Cainford, Durham, Eng.: b. Lucknow. India.
18 Dec., 18i3.
“ T h e following note was afterwards found in the diaLy of the commander of the
I n the attack made during
3/r3th Turkish Regt. (apparently k1ll.ed on May 19):
the night of Monday the 27 April, 1331 (*.e., I O May, 1915) by the two
battalions from the 14th and 72nd Reqfs.. 600 were killed and z.000 wounded.”
Another translation rendered this note:
T h e 14th Regt. and the z/7znd Re@. had
600 killed and 2,000 wounded,” and it was consequently assumed by the Anzac
Corps staff that these figures represented t h e Turkish 145s. T h e entry certainly
relates to th13 action, but if the first verslon is correct I t may refer t o the loss
supposed to have heen inflicted on the Australians. T h e estimate is almost rtrtainly
a gross exaggeration. e l e n if the Turkish loss is referred to. Thirty six Turks were
made prisoners.
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commanders to employ their reserves when the fate of the fight
was at issue. At a point so crucial as Quinn’s there was no
limit to the reserves which might be required. The only way
in which the losses could be curtailed was by the superior
authority specifically limiting the number of troops to be
employed.
This course was adopted in some of the later
raids, but was naturally impossible if trenches were to be held
after capture. Even in the case of a raid, if the fight proved
deadly and the ground became littered with wounded whom
there was a chance of bringing in, no orders ever succeeded
in preventing brave men from going out and endeavouring to
rescue them.
This Sunday attack, like that made by the same brigade
on the satne day of the previous week, was completely fruitless.
The troops had been heavily tried, and a belief, possibly
correct, gained currency among them that the Turkish trenches
had been deliberately constructed without traverses so as to
form a trap for any assaulting party.
The report of the
annihilating fire which swept every exposed portion of this
crest became widespread, and the memory of it had a marked
effect upon most of the troops who had been subjected to it.
Just as in civil life a man may bear some heavy trial, but,
having successfully borne it, ever afterwards shudders at any
symptoms or circumstances which remind him of it, so men
who had once fought in the open at Quinn’s, however gzllantly, underwent a heavy strain if they were ordered to repeat
their effort. Although many would face it bravely, the careless
readiness to “ take their chance,’’ which was so valuable an
attribute of the Australian soldier, had disappeared. For the
first time, though only gradually, their leaders began to realise
that, in a war which imposed such stresses upon men, veteran
troops were not always the most effective. Units which had
once been engaged at Quinn’s were apt to be less successful
if thrown in a second time. Although this fight had shown
that Australian troops, like all others, were steadier if trained
than if untrained, yet in the long run the local commanders,
who knew their men, tended to use fresh troops, if any were
available, for operations requiring recklessness.
There was
also growing, among those soldiers who knew Quinn’s, a wellfounded conviction that local attacks from this point were
useless: that it was so dominated by the spurs on either side
9A
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that the only prospect of success lay in a general advance oi
the whole flank, “ swamping ” not only the Turkish Quinn’s
but also all the higher positions on either side which made it
untenable to the invaders.
Incidentally this reconnaissance
made it certain that the Turks were mining towards Quinn’s;
but though many of the troops realised that fact, the information did not at the time deeply impress the staff.
On the day following this unsuccessful attack Coloncl
Monash appealed directly to General Godley to allow both
the 15th and 16th Battalions, which had taken part, to be
relieved by the marines, who, with the exception of one platoon,
had not been employed by Colonel Cannan in the fighting.
The reply was that this, being a post of vital importance, must
be held by a sufficient garrison of Australian troops under a
specially selected officer. Its defence therefore continued to
fall alternately on the 15th and 16th, each, with an equal
number of marines, occupying it for forty-eight hours. But
already news had been received of the approaching arrival of
troops by which Godley proposed to relieve the strain upon
the 4th Brigade.
On May 10th came word that the 1st Light Horse and
New Zealand Mounted Rifles Brigades-both belonging to the
N.Z. & A. Division-would almost immediately reach Anzac
for service as infantry. The New Zealand infantry was still
at Cape Helles; but the 1st Light Horse Brigade, landing on
the morning of May 12th, was ordered at once to relieve
General Trotman’s marines in Monash Valley.
The New
Zealand hiounted Rifles on the nest day took the place of
General Mercer’s naval brigade on Walker’s Ridge and
Russell’s Top. The two British naval brigades left Anzac
immediately for Helles, thus enabling the Royal Naval Division to be at last re-formed. Young and but partly trained,
thrown without preparation into a terrible struggle, over-tried,
gallantly but often needlessly exposing themselves, they had
suffered heavily. and their dead lay thickly among the Australians and Piew Zealanders upon those dreadful heights.
The rst and 2nd Regiments of the 1st Australian Light
Horse Brigade, each slightly less than 500 strong, landed on
May 12th under a spasmodic shell-fire from the Turkish batteries at the Olive Grove, and were presently led over the
southern shoulder of the Reach into Shrapnel Gully.
The
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3rd followed them the next day. These regiments were coniposed of a fine class of men, mostly coming from farms or from
sheep or cattle stations; but many of them were very young
and almost all entirely inexperienced.
So raw indeed were
they that when, during their transfer to the Beach, two
shrapnel shells, with a shriek like a steam siren, burst over
the water near them, some of the men thought that their own
troops ashore were “ having a game ” with them. They were
undeceived only when a man in one of the punts slid into the
bottom, wounded. As they moved, wondering, past the traffic
on the Beach and into Shrapnel Gully, they were again
observed from Gaba Tepe, and the gully was consequently
bombarded, fortunately too late to harm them. On the slopes
of the valley the two regiments dug in under a light sniping
fire from the distant Baby 700, to which they were exposed.
Here they suffered their first casualties. While they were
settling in the scrub an order was issued that at noon on the
following day the 1st Regiment was to “take over” Pope’s
Hill, and the 2nd Regiment Quinn’s; but, before so doing,
IJatches of five officers and five N.C.O’s from each regiment
were to visit the two posts, Colonel Chauvel and the brigade
staff being shown round them by Colonel Monash during the
afternoon of the 12th. On returning from that reconnaissance Chauvel took over command of the section, and at noon
on the following day the 1st Light Horse moved into Pope’s
and the 2nd into Quinn’s, the 13th and 15th Battalions respectively leaving the trenches as soon as the light horsemen
were in position.
Pope’s Hill was by this time a comparatively comfortable
post. All fear of Turkish snipers penetrating along Russell’s
Top in its rear had definitely passed, since the New Zealand
trenches could now be clearly seen topping the near edge of
that crest. The bottom of the valley between was occupied
nightly by a patrol. On the crest of Pope’s the original trench
was being gradually extended towards the left, and a new
firing line was being formed by connecting three saps driven
for fifteen yards to the forward slope of the spur. I n front
of this both sides could creep forward nightly into Waterfall
Gully, between Pope’s and Dead Man’s, and the enemy frequently threw bombs in that quarter. Down parts of the
western branch of Monash Valley behind the post the sniping
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of Turks from the head of the valley was deadly. Nevertheless Pope’s was safeguarded by the fact that most of the
enemy’s trenches opposite, on the Chessboard and Baby 700,
were completely commanded by the New Zealand position on
Russell’s Top. The 1st Light Horse Regiment therefore took
over a fairly secure position.
Far different was the case of the 2nd, which from noon
onwards was charged with the defence of Quinn’s. These
Queenslanders included many who were little more than boys.
At 1 1 o’clock they had filed through the valley, looking up at
the burrows and chutes of newly-dug earth near the crest,
which they vaguely understood to be “ the trenches.” Climbing
the steep path up the last occupied fold, they dived through
a narrow tunnelled trench, and were led along the front line
to their stations. One of them asked the tired men of the
Igth, who seemed almost too exhausted for speech, what it
was like up there. “ Y o u may get a few bombs,” was the
reply.
The infantry then withdrew, and the 2nd Regiment
was left in occupation.
For the most part the light horsemen laid their rifles against
the side of the trench, sat down on their overcoats, and waited.
A few periscopes had been transferred to them, and the pos.
sessors began to study the narrow strip of bullet-torn and
shrivelled scrub and, in certain places, the low sandbags of
the Turkish trench-now in parts only twenty yards distant
-which showed in the upper glass. The infantry garrison
of Quinn’s had learned by experience not to keep periscopes
over the parapet for more than a few seconds together, and
even then to make but the slightest exposure of the tops.
But the light horse had not been so advised, and theirs were
consequently shattered by bullets almost as soon as they were
put up.
After that, having nothing better to do, the men
opened their “ bully-beef ” tins and began their midday meal.
The infantry had learned to talk only in whispers in
certain parts of Quinn’s, since the Turks would hear them
and throw bombs at the sound. But the newcomers had
received no proper warning, and their banter flew along the
trenches.
The result was that in one section, as they ate
their dinner, they observed an object flit across the strip of
daylight above them, and then roll back into the trench. The
man nearest shouted, “ Look out-there’s
a bomb ! ” A11
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dived away from it, and a few seconds later it exploded in the
empty bay. A little later another, which lay fizzing on the
parapet, knocked down one of the sandbags on to tlie back
of a man below, causing him and those around to laugh.
From that time the falling of bombs into the trenches
became fairly constant. The fuses were fortunately somewhat long, and there was time for the light horsemen to avoid
the explosion by flinging themselves away. In one part the
infantry, before leaving, had told the newcomers that it was
possible to catch the bonibs and hurl them back before they
burst.
This hint spread along the front, and the Queenslanders began to play at throwing the missiles back, as if it
were a game, But it was not long before the enemy, realising
that their own grenades were being returned, began to cut
the fuses shorter, and one gallant youngster, flushed with the
game, picked up a bomb, which immediately blew off his hand.
He came down the trench with a dazed expression, holding the
stump of his wrist, from which the sinews were hanging down.
A further hint had been obtained from the infantry. Some
Australian miner experienced in handling explosives68 had
initiated a system of smothering the explosion c.f the grenades
by flinging over them a thick overcoat, or falling upon them
with a partly-filled sandbag. This device was adopted with
success. Nevertheless from time to time a bomb was missed,
or two fel! together, and the men nearest to them were torn
with terrible
These were then and there bound
up, as best was possible, with the " first field dressings 'I
which each man carried, and the wounded were then passed
out to the rear.
The explanation of this heavy bombing was simple. The
three communication trenches dug during the night of May
9th from Quinn's to the Turkish trenches still remained.
That on tlie right had been blocked by sandbags about half-way
out, and, being shallow, constituted no danger. But the
central trench, although partly destroyed, and blocked with
sandbags at its nearer end, still offered a safe approach to the
enemy. while that on the left had not been barricaded at all.
The central and left trenches thus formed an extension of
According to one accoiint Pte J R Cliffe (of Sydney), 1 3 t h Bn
Sgt D 0 Butler (of Kilcoy. Q'land) was dangerously nounded by a bomb
after an overcoat had been thrown over tt He died on 7 Jan.. 1917
$8

69

I 20

THE STORY O F ANZAC

[ 13th-1qth May, 1915

the enemy’s front, through which his bombers could creep
half-way to Qninn’s and throw their
grenades with certainty.
Possibly
3‘ P”3“ 2.
the rawness o f the garrison may have
induced the enemy to intensify his
In any case the throwing
continued, driving the Australians to
and fro along their front trench,
until one big Queenslander, by name
David Browning,B1 who had been
especially angered by a wound on ‘
both sides of his face, in which particles of iron were still embedded,
went to the rear and, obtaining there
an armful of the new “jam-tin”
bombs, carried them to the point where the central communication trench had been blocked. Though like his fellows,
he knew nothing about bombs, he lit the fuses and threw one
after another as rapidly as possible in the direction in which
the Turkish bombers apparently were. Their fire ceased, and
the respite continued during most of the ensuing night.
During that night the 2nd Regiment, not knowing what
might follow, crammed its men into the trenches, so that the
front was densely packed with troops, all intensely on the alert.
All night long the open communication trench on the left,
which led from Quinn’s directly into the Turkish position
with only a bends2 and a few low sandbags separating the two
sides, was guarded by two youngsters, Troopers J. H. Butlerea
and Stark.O’ These had to lie flat behind the sandbags, one
with three or four bombs, and the other with his finger on
the trigger watching the bend in the sap. Immediately before
dawn they descried over the edge of the trench the skull-cap
of a Turk, apparently one of a party relieving the enemy’s

-

4 O I t was a tradition that soon after the 2nd entered the trenches the T u r k s
shouted. “ A l l right you 2nd Light Horse-we
know you’re there.”
Many similar
reports, equally unlikely, had from the first been current a t Quinn’s
41 Dvr. D. Browning, hf lll. (No. 301, A A S C,).
Farmer; of Chinchilla, Q’land:
b Blayney. N.S.W., 1 6 hfarch, 1891.
4’Lieut. Little on May 9 had wisely caused this trench to be dug with a bend
in it to serve a s a traverse
Jackeroo; of Hobart,
“ L i e u t J. H. Butler; No. I Sqn., Aust. Flying Corps
T a s , and Darling Downs, Q’land; b. Bellerive, T a s , 19 J a n , 1894. Died 30 Apr.,
r.v--7,
Sgt. J. L Stark (No 387, 49th Bn.). Bank clerk; of Toowoomba, Q’land; 8
Morton, Brisbane. I Jan 1894. Killed in action, I Apr., 1918
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sentry-group a few yards away.e6 During the night the light
horse at Pope’s-as happened invariably with troops new to the
trenches-fired
a great deal, ancl
the enemy, apprehending attack,
broke out constantly into treo
mendous fusillades.
But the respite from bombs continued, and
no attack was made.
At dawn on the 14th the
bombing again became exceedingly
severe.
The 2nd had by that
afternoon suffered a loss of two
officers, Lieutenants Boyd6” and
H i n t ~ n , ~and
’
thirty-two men wounded.’ The holding of
Quinn’s was becoming a nightmare, and it appeared a vital
matter to destroy the old communication trenches from which
the bomb-throwing was maintained.
Shortly after noon
General Birdwood, with General Godley and Colonel Chauvel,
visited the post, and it was decided that Colonel Cannan and
the 15th Battalion, who had had much experience of the
position, should immediately relieve the 2nd Regiment, but
that one squadron of the regiment, under Major Graham.B8
should remain with a view to launching an assault during
the night and filling in the central communication trench
from which the grenades mainly came. One half of thc
squadron was to seize the enemy’s front trench; the other
half was to follow in its rear with picks and shovels, fill i n
the communication trench at its junction with the Turkish
front line, and destroy as much of that line as possible by
pulling down its parapet.
Then, having removed any discovered bomb-supply, both parties were to return before
daylight.
It was particularly ordered that no troops except
the squadron detailed were to leave Quinn’s Post.

-a Shortly afterwards a naval intelligence officer, creeping to the Australian sentries

i n this trench called to the enemy in Turkish for five minutes and urged them to
surrender. H;s message was received i n complete silence. A stout answer to i t wai
thrown into Quinn’s Post next day
m Capt E. E C: Boyd: 2nd L.H. Regt
Engineering student: of Mount h l o i g ~ i i ,
Q’land b Wallsend N.S W.. ao N o v . 1393.
H’inton; 2nd L H. Regt. Commercial traveller, of Brisbane; h
67 L i h H G
Brisbane, 23 Feb , is79 Killed in action. 7 Aug , 1 9 1 5 .
“ h r a j D hf L Graham: 2nd L H. Regt
Sugar farmer. of Ayr, Q’land: b
Killed In
Upper Calliope Station, Port Curtls distiict, Q’land. 8 Fcb , 18:3
action. 15 hIay, 1 9 1 5
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Cannan and Graham arranged that both the assaulting
and digging half-squadrons should be divided into right and
left parties, to attack on the right and left of the central communication trench respectively. The arrangement wasLeft assaulting party-30
men under Lieutenant
Ogilvy ;eo
Left digging party-2o men under Lieutenant Potts
Right assaulting party-30
men under Captain
Birkbeck ;I1
Right digging party-20 men under Major Graham.
In addition ten stretcher-bearers were attached to the left party
and ten to the right, T o avoid unnecessary casualties Cannan
ordered that neither digging party should go over the parapet
until a message had been received that the enemy’s trench had
been taken. As the 15th knew the ground, it was to provide
guides and messengers from among those who had participated
in the assault of the previous Sunday.
At the hour chosen by Graham-1.45 on the morning of
Saturday, May 15th-the Queenslanders began to clamber out.
They were keen, and had showered with their questions the
infantry who had been in the Turkish trenches in the previous
attack.
The front trench of Quinn’s was deep, and the
infantry helped the light horsemen in places by hoisting then]
on to the parapet. ‘lhe first few were lying on the sandbags
waiting, while the others were being given a “ leg up,” when
the sputtering of the first Turkish bomb was heard: the light
horsemen had been seen by the enemy. The fire increased.
As they stood up to charge across the fifteen or twenty yards
of No-Man’s Land, there broke out a fusillade so heavy that
few reached the enemy’s position.
Since the last attack, the Turks had not only heavily
manned this position and maintained a tense vigilance, but
had also improved the scheme for its defence.
The
fighting of May 9th had scarcely finished when two enemy
officers, supposed at the time to be Germans, were observed
~~

~

-Capt. A. J. Ogilvy; 2nd L.H. Regt.
18;+
‘OLieut. P. Potts; 2nd L.H. Rcgt.

Farmer; of Berwick, Vic.; b. aa March,

Business manager; of Sydney; b. Orange,
N.S.IV., I O D ~ c . .1879.
Ma C. Birkbeck, D.S.O.; and L.H. Regt. Civil servant; of Mackay, Q’land;
b. B ris am. 15 March. 1876
IO
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making a survey from the trench-subsequently named after
them “ Gernian Officers’”-on the next knuckle southwards
along the same ridge, 250 yards distant from the centre oi
Quinn’s. On this spur, at a point which was to the southwest-that
is, actually in rear-of
the Australian post at
Quinn’s, the Turks had been seen, later in the same day,
vigorously digging emplacements. It was at the time supposed
that these were designed for field-guns, but they proved later
to contain machine-guns, which looked at point-blank range
straight up the No-Man’s Land between Quinn’s and the
Turkish trenches facing it. These guns, though situated in
German Officers’ Trench, had as their sole duty the defence
of the Turkish post opposite Quinn’s, and, with other niachineguns on the Chessboard similarly firing from the north, they
could make the passing of that
few yards of No-Man’s Land
practically impossible. At a later
stage the constant attacks upon
these guns more than once forced
the eneniy to make slight variations in their positions. Nevertheless they remained till the end
of the campaign the chief defence
of the Turkish Quinn’s.
The existence of these guns
had not yet been definitely ascertained by the Australians at the
time of the 2nd Light Horse Regiment’s attack, and it is
possible that they were not yet in their prepared position.
However that may be, the enemy opposite Quinn’s was on
the alert, and the thirty light horsemen, who at the hour for
the attack dashed forward south of the communication trench,
were met by such rifle-fire and bombing that only two or
three succeeded in reaching the Turkish trenches. The enemy
ran back from their front line, but, as it was clearly useless
for a handful of Australians to stay there, the Queenslanders
were ordered into the old communication trench. They retired
along its coiirse, dragging some of the wounded who had
fallen in or near it. The right digging party was not
sent out.
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The left party, which for some reason attacked several
minutes later than the right, met with tremendous fire as it
left the trench.
Two machineguns to the north, where the Turks
held a higher position facing
directly down No-Man's Land,
were now firing, but the men,
bending low, managed to run forward. They were in such obvious
difficulties that Lieutenant Potts,
commanding the digging party,
could hardly prevent some of his
own men from running forward
to assist them.
Presently the
expected messenger came back to
say that Lieutenant Ogilvy had given the order to retire
and, if possible, bring in the wounded.
Heads were seen
moving along the old communication trench towards the post,
and an order was given not to fire on them. They proved to
be Lieutenant Ogilvy and some of his men.
The men who had been specially detailed for the endeavour
to bring in the wounded dashed out almost to the Turkish
parapet, and tried to fetch such as were lying there. Nothing
was to be gained by allowing either of the digging parties to
go out; but, when he saw his men falling, Major Graham
himself scrambled up and ran forward to help them. Many
in the digging parties did the same. After assisting to bring
in four, the gallant commander was himself mortally hit.lP
Thus after a further week's interval a third attack from
Quinn's had failed. The attempt had been made by troops
who had landed only two days before and were new to the
post. It had been hoped that the trenches would be taken
as easily as on the previous Sunday, but the Turks were found
fully prepared, and the resulting loss, if considered in proportion to the numbers engaged, had been heavier than ever
before. The affair had been over in twenty minutes. Of
the 60 who had originally gone out, and their rescuers,
.*

"When daylight came, two wounded Australians were observed stdl lying under
the Turkish parapet; hut while the means of rescuiiig them were being considered
the Turks opened fire and killed hoth A third, lying in the Bloody Angle within
2 0 yards of the Chesshoard. was brought in durina the dav hy Cpl P G . Crisp (of
Ilnwral. N S W.), 1st L H Rcgt.. who on seeing him there had offered to go out
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25 were killed and
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2 1 wounded. The report brought backthat the Turks had at once retired from their front line,
which was then swept almost immediately by machine-guns
from the north-strengthened
the general suspicion that
the enemy’s trenches facing Quinn’s were in the nature
af a trap.
Some even believed that the purpose of the
excessive bonibing had been to tempt the Australian garrison
to charge. Others were convinced that the increased numbers
and readiness of the enemy indicated that he himself had
been about to deliver an attack. But the probable explanation
of all these circumstances is that the weekly attacks upon
him had caused the enemy to become more nervous, vigilant,
and energetic, and had induced him to strengthen his garrison
and increase the provision of machine-guns on either flank.
The sortie of May 15th, like those of May 2nd and 9th,
effected nothing. After a few hours desuItory bombing was
renewed, to be met by the method previously in use, namely,
the smothering of the bombs with a sandbag or overcoat and
the occasional throwing of a “jam-tin” in reply. The 15th
Battalion and Graham’s squadron were at once relieved by
the 16th and a squadron of the newly-arrived 3rd Light Horse
Regiment. Though it had been proved that these troopq,
completely raw, could be trusted to defend such a position.
the cost was too heavy; and after this experience care was
taken that if a raw unit was sent into Quinn’s it should
always at first be accompanied by seasoned troops. An
additional supply of bombs was sent up from the Beach.
The only measures by which the strain on the garrison could
be alleviated were those previously adopted-the changing of
the men every forty-eight hours, and the gradual improvement
of the trenches with the help of the engineers.
The experience of the war of 1914-1918 proved it possible
to hold by entrenchment many points which were to all
appearance completely dominated by enemy positions, and
in the long run more was effected at Quinn’s by entrenching
than by all the bloody local assaults undertaken from that
post. At the beginning of May the single New Zealand field
company of engineers had but half its strength working upon
Quinn’s and Pope’s, cutting tracks up the hillside and iniproving the trenches. On May 3rd another section of the
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company was sent thither, leaving only one working on the
remainder of the New Zealand position. Next day a section
of engineers was borrowed from the 1st Australian Division
for work in Monash Valley, and on May 8th another. In
order to afford some shelter in Quinn’s from the increased
bombing after the assault of May gth, the engineers began
to roof parts of the trenches with such timber as could be
obtained from the limited supply in the beach d6p& When
the New Zealand Mounted Rifles arrived, bringing their own
field troop of engineers, the remaining section of the original
New Zealand Field Company joined the rest of its unit, and
the whole then became camped on Pope’s Hill. After the
failure of the 2nd Regiment’s attack, more timber was hurried
into Quinn’s. But the trenches were still narrow and difficult
to work in, and much time was necessarily occupied in merely
repairing the damage caused by bombs.
Although three weeks had now passed, each ending in
a bloody attack at the head of
Monash Valley, the situation in
that valley had not improved.
The heights spanning its head,
which early on April 25th Colonel
M O N A S H VALLEY
MacLagan had realized to be
the key of the Anzac position, 4 n z 8 C ~ m ~ ~ rcu rf h*b * W h t ~ .
were still firmly in the enemy’s. I Dead Man’s Ridge 2 Bloody Angle
possession, and the more strongly he was established there,
the heavier and more accurate became the sniping down the
valley.
During the night of May Sth, and occasionally on
later nights, a machine-gun was fired down it, but the main
shooting was during the day-time, when a stream of rationcarriers and other Australian fatigue parties constantly filed
along the old stream-bed, which had long since become a road.
’I‘hough the traffic was never totally stopped during the whole
day, the resulting loss of men began to cause a considerable
drain upon the force. The sniping was most severe in the
early hours, when the sun was behind the Turks, and it was a
common occurrence for twenty or thirty men to be hit during
the morning.
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5th the building of high barriers
of sandbags, five feet thick, at
intervals along the road up the
valley.
These were intended
2 3
to serve the same purpose as
the traverses in a communication trench, and were built
I neao17uart,.rs~sK~mn
alternately on left and right. 2 Dead Man3 Ridge f mwbicbfu-ecam
But the intervals were long,
and stretches between lay fully open to Dead Man’s Ridge.
In order to mask some of the open :caches, wires were
stretched above the path and screens of brushwood hung
from them.
As, however, the fighting crystallised into trench-warfare,
in which-except at such exposed points-the figure or even
the head of an enemy was rarely seen by either side, observation became very keen. Such signs as smoke, or the
throwing of shovelfuls of earth on to the parapet, were likely
to draw shell-fire. Any man peering over the parapet for more
than a few seconds, or looking out several times from the same
spot, was in great danger of being shot through the head.
Even the exposing of periscopes needed caution, not only
because they were still precious, but because by the splintering
of the upper glass several men were injured in the eyes. Both
General Bridges and General Walker constantly had their
periscopes struck, and on May 14th General Birdwood, when
looking through one at Quinn’s, was grazed on the head by
part of a bullet deflected from the upper mirror.73
Early on May 15th, in the morning following the attack
by the 2nd Light Horse, the sniping down Monas11 Valley, in
spite of the traverses, became severe. Several men running
between those barriers were hit. It happened that on this
morning Bridges had asked permission to visit Chauvel’s
headquarters in the b alley,^' which was in the N.Z. & A.
-?I

,,g

fs‘;ze

~;;;~~‘&~$;~

I n the following December part of the nickel covering of this bullet was
discovered in the wound, and had to be removed.
“ T h i s visit was made partly to return a visit from Chauvel. and partly to obtain
information as to the defences in the Left Central Section. Bridges started from his
own headquarters after breakfast-a.r., about g a m.
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Division’s sector. As he went up the road with Colonel White
and Lieutenant Casey (his A.D.C.) they met Major William
G l a ~ g o wof
, ~ the
~ 1st Light Horse Regiment, with some of his
men on their way down. “ B e careful of the nest corner,”
he said, “ I have lost five men there to-day.’’ Such warnings,
which were constantly heard by anyone visiting the trenches,
were usually little heeded. But this particular oflicer was
not oiie who would give idle advice. When, therefore, they
reached a traverse 200 yards below Chauvel’s headquarters,
and some men behind the next barrier advised them to run
to it, General Bridges, to the surprise of his companions,
adopted the suggestion. His ordinary practice had been to
expose himself without regard for danger, laughing down at
his staff when they took cover, and asking “what they were
getting down there for?” But he had apparently begun to
realise that this impunity could not continue.76
On this day, probably guessing from a certain vague
tension in the valley that the danger was real, he acted upon
the advice tendered The party ran three or four times
between barriers, until they reached the one below Steele’s
Post. Behind this was the dressing-station of Captain
Thompson of the 1st Battalion. After talking a few minutes
and lighting a cigarette Bridges went on, Thompson warning
him to be careful. The general’s long legs disappeared in the
scrub round the traverse, and the others were preparing to
follow, when there was some sort of stir, and Thompson
ran out to find Bridges lying with a huge bullet-hole through
his thigh. Both femoral artery and vein had been cut, and,
though Thompson instantly stopped the bleeding, the loss of
blood had been very great. As they brought the general
back into the shelter of the traverse, strangely changed from
the bronzed healthy man who had passed a few seconds before,
he said weakly, “ Don’t carry me down-I don’t want any of
your stretcher-bearers hit.”
Colonel White had the traffic in the gully stopped, so that
it should be clear to the Turks that the only movement was
‘8 Afterwards hIal.-Gen Sir T. W Glasgow, commanding 1st Aust. Div.
r4A few days previously, when a shrapnel sh$ had burst very near, Col IIowse.
one of his few intimate friends, had said,
General, you’ll be caught if you
go risking any more of those.”
N5:t .day, when Col. White during a bur:!
of shell-fire advised his chief not to
glve the Turks the chance they wanted,
Bridges had consented to take cover till the shelling was over.
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the carrying of a wounded man, and then the party moved
slowly to the Beach.
The Turks, whether by accident or
by a forbearance which they sometimes showed, did not fire
upon it.
Bridges was taken at once to the hospital ship
Gascon. But the whole blood-supply to the limb had been
cut off, and nothing could save his life except complete
amputation at the thigh, an operation which, it was considered,
to a man of his years, must prove fatal. Before the Garcon
left for Alexandria he knew he was dying. “Anyhow,” he
said to Colonel Ryan, “anyhow, I have commanded an
Australian Division for nine months.” H e died before the
ship reached port. His body was brought to Australia77 and
buried on the hill above the military college at Duntroon,
which he had founded.
Bridges’ habit of exposing himself to danger had made it
from the first unlikely that he would survive many months:
of fighting.
Had he done so, it is probable that he would
have emerged the greatest of Australia’s soldiers, as he was
certainly the most profound of her military students.
His
powerful mind and great knowledge were supported by outstanding moral and physical courage, and also by a ruthless
driving force, rare in students. Only in Haig and Allenby did
Australians meet any commander whose forcefulness equalled
that of Bridges. His defect as a leader-the
inability to
display those qualities which would make the ordinary man
love and follow him-was finding its compensation in the
conspicuous bravery with which, since the Landing, he had
won the admiration of the troops.
Upon Bridges’ death the command of the 1st Australian
Division temporarily passed, in accordance with the general
expectation of those a t Anzac, to Brigadier-General H. B.
Walker, of the 1st Infantry Brigade, an officer who, by his
directness, his fighting qualities, and his consideration for his
men, had in a few weeks much endeared himself to the troops.
This promotion left vacant the command of the 1st Brigade.
Most of the battalions of the division were at this time commanded by officers who were either rather too old to possess
the necessary vigour, or had been newly promoted in place
of those killed, wounded, or unequal to the test of war.
General Birdwood therefore asked G.H.Q. for a British officer,
17

Upon a suggestion made in Parliament by the Hon. Llttleton E. Groom
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and Colonel Nevi11 Smyth, previously commanding a district
in Egypt, was sent to him.
Smyth had won the Victoria
Cross in a previous war, and this made it probable that he
possessed the chief qualification for leading Australian troops.
As the 2nd Australian Infantry Brigade also had temporarily
lost its brigadier-Colonel M’Cay-G.H.Q.
sent to Anzac, in
addition to Smyth, a British brigadier-general who happened
for various reasons to be superfluous elsewhere and for whom
it desired at the moment to find a convenient appointment.
But though General Walker, now commanding the 1st Division
in which the newcomer would serve, was himself an Englishman, he believed that Australian troops should when possible
be commanded by their countrymen. “ I don’t know him,”
he said of the proposed brigadier, “and I don’t see why I
should have him.” I n view of his opposition the officer in
question was withdrawn, and Colonel Wanliss, of the 5th
Battalion, commanded the brigade until M’Cay’s return.
There was still vacant the administrative command of the
Australian Imperial Force with which Bridges had been
charged.
Sir Ian Hamilton telegraphed to Australia his
recommendation that General Birdwood should undertake that
function. I n Australia the Government, immediately upon
hearing of Bridges’ death, had decided (the British War Office
concurring) to send Colonel Legge, then its Chief of Staff,
It gave him also
to take command of the 1st Division.
Bridges’ powers in the A.I.F., but assented to their being
exercised by Birdwood “ in the absence of the general officer
commanding it.”

