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N AN
mﬂ&w m’?v Office of N.0.I.C. New Guinaa,

H.M.A.S. "TARANGAU",
DREGER HARBOUR, NzW GUINEA.

2 7th. April, 1946. "
R b }\ waﬁf Mﬁ’fﬂ;{'ﬁ@
,[}f‘i\ The Secretary, A WL
N NAVAL BOARD. . ;ﬂ N VIdR)
MONTHLY REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS : "AIR GUIDE'™ : FEBRUARY 1946
Report of Proceedings of H.M.A.S. "AIR GUIDE"
for the month of February, 1946, is submitted for the in-
formation of the Naval Board,
(NN *“’)z‘ A/CAPTAIN R.A,N.
Naval Officer-in-Charge.
%L.
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KAVAL OFFICES-M-CHARCE,

o~ Commonnealth of Australia,
_ < fepartment of The Navy.

19 1R 1946

Rogal Aunstralian Namy. s
From.... 3he GMMﬁﬂlm, HMS‘_"MW‘!HW

Taﬂamtm,ﬂammm.twm_:,c,mum} |
Subject. REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR LONTH.OF.FEBRUARY 19464

Submitted in aceordance with GN097/L3 and GCNO 19 /45,

the fodlowing repo proceedings o o s

2, ~ From 1st to 18th alongside at liorotal, oxeept
weekly trial run, At 0400 / 19th proceeded on mf:tml
for a distance of 100 miles along air route liorotai-Labuan, -

covering flight of single sngined aircraft en route for a’afm;

Je The remainder of the month was spent al
lorotai except for weekly trialg, Onslido o

o The health of the ship's company has been satisfactory

5.  BEfflcleney Report,

mﬁmumaw aormsi,

Hull,  Appears sound, but is overdue for sl pping,

6, lionthly Figures. ’ .

Distance steamed during month 6 .
g hiours under way during moanth ‘;g ﬂfﬂ'
Hours under way on one engine N,
;:ﬁ'm | {or month, s : - 1641 kta,
ons fuel cxppnded for mon 2L53 gals,
Date Commiszione 20th omiir, 1944
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Officer, H.M.A,S,"Air Guide" letter L¥l
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,.r | * - Gommanding

. 13FEB1o4g | of Bth February, 10L5.
. 761

M lelte3ele36

The Secretary,
Naval Board,
BO o SeC.1

submitted for the information of the
Naval Board. '

Office of N.0,I.C. %

%O%UCGAS. -
th February, 1946 P

) o
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cF ‘ Roygal Australian Nady.

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

A i R
l-‘-..'- .1-"-"-.-"‘1 R T
-
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-
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From: The Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S, "Alr Guide,” f
| Date: 5th February, 1946, Ref. No., L/11. |
To: Secretary, Naval Board, (Through N.,0,I.C. Mol ccas)

Subject: REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR MONTH OF JANUARY,14, 6.

| Submitted in accordance with CNO 97/L3 and CCQNO
' 19/L5, the following report of proceedings for January, 1946.

A From 1lst to 9th alongside at lMorotai, At 10D 51
on 10th, proceeded on search of local islands and waters
for five Japanese P,0,W, escapees, returning after an un-

successful search at 16051,

3. Proceeded at 0730I/11th, carrying out a search
from the northern end of the Halmahera Group to the entrance
of Kau Bay, The search was unsuccessiul, and returned

- to harbour at 1610I,

hae At 1300I/1L4th, embarked parties of RAAF, Crash
Investigation and Var Graves (A,I.F,) personnel, and proc-
eeded to Kau Bay, arriving Subaim 16 i 5 5 Adireraft crashes
in the area were investigated A,M, 1l5th, and the remains

of two pilots were recovered, Proceeded from Subain
13451, arriving Morotai 17001,

> Rendezvoued with H.,Il.A.5, "Murcechison"™ outside
Morotai Harbour at 06551/18th and delivered large scale
charts, The remainder orf the month was snent alongside

at Morotal -

| 6. With the exception of one member of the ship's
company, admitted to 2/9th A.,G.H., the health of the ship's
company has been satisfactory,

7. Efficiency Report.
Méin.Engiﬁéé. Although the port engine is smoking exoce ssS=-

ively, the main engines have functioned
gsatisfactorily,

Auxiliary Engine, Good,
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Hull. Appearé sound, but is badly in need of slipping.

8, lionthly Figures.

Distance steamed during month 800 miles.,
Hours under way during month 51 hours.
Houré under way on one engine Nil.,
Average speed for month 15.7 knots.
Gallons of fuel expended for month 3100 gals.,
Date Commissioned 20th October, 194L.

Sub=-Lieutenant, R,A,N.R.
COMMANDING OFFICER.
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Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S. “AIR GUIDE" letter ECREZ /6.
2 Januar 1 61 __z..

9 REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - DECEMBER

658 = ’JW"
(

M1-h-3:1136 : ' . _
The Secretary, - W
Naval Board,

MELBOURNE, S8,C.1.

IIII!I.

MZ"“ the Naval Bosard.

Forwarded for the information of

. R-A-N-
CER 1IN CHARGE

MOLUCGAS,

Ofﬂce Of H‘ O.I-c'

MOLUCCAS,
10 January, 1946,
e
//,, ; .’_',:-:--— | ‘,A.-"(”_ Z
7.
%
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From: The Commanding Officer, HM,A,S., "Air Guide,"
Date: 2nd January, 1946, Ref. No. L/OW. |
éo: Secretary, Naval Board, (Through N.0.I.C. Mbhlccgs)

------

| Subject: REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR MONTH OF DECEMBER, 1945.

=t
#

Submitted in accordance with CNO 97/L3 and CCID
19/45, the following report of proceedings for December, 1945,

; 2 From lst to 1l4th alongside in Tarakan, rigging
| tow and preparing ship for passage to llorotai.
3e ' December 15th, proceeded at 1250, under tow of
H,M.A.S. "Gawler", arriving Morotai 1110/18th,
| Lo December 30th, proceeded at 2210 with an L.C.V.P.
in company, in search of Army O,R. reported adrift in a
canoe to the south of Morotai, After an unsuccessfil
search, returned to harbour at 0505/31st, At 134043 st

proceeded on further search, locating missing man at 1657,
and returned to harbour at 1730,

5 Ssub-Lieutenant E. N.,Littlewood R.A.N.R. assumed
command on 1l3th December vice Lieutenant % .B.Hopkins R.A.N.V.R
WHO was discharged to Gawler for passage to "Torrens" for
demobilisation,

6. With the exception of Flight Sergeaht A.J.Campbell
R.ALAF,, admitted to 2/9th A.G.H. for 14 days, the health
of the ship's company has been satisfactory.

7. Efficiency Report.

Main Engines. Two ma jor mechanical defects were experienced:

Starboard water pump on starboard engine
was replaced; Electric fuel pamps for port

. engine ordered from Madang, and forwarded
thence 3rd December have not been received.
Substitute aero-type pump at present in
operation. With these exceptions, the
engines have performed satisfactorily.

Auxiliery Engine. Good,

Hull., Appears sound, but ship is overdue for
slipping.
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8. Monthly Figures.

Distance steamed dueing month 200 miles,
Hours under way during month 20 hours,
Hours under way on one engine Nil,
Average speéd for month 10 knots,
' Gallons of fuel expended during month 660 zals,
Date Commissioned 20th October; 19LL,

b=Lieutenant, R.A.N.R.
COMMANDING OFFICER.
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Office of the N.0.I.C.
New Guinea, lladang
4 i | 19th. October, 1945,

Naval Board,
MELBOURIE.

HM.A.S. "AIR GUIDE" - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - SEPTEIL

Forwarded for the information of the Waval Board.

%
Q\.

W thncoot

ander, R.A.N.

: e 4
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=~ The Secretary
i Navgl Board
Navy Cffice
MELBOURNE .

| Commanding Officer
COPY H.M.A.S."Air Guide"
18t October, 1945,

MONTHLY REPORT OF PROCEEDIIIGS.

(Submi tted through 11.0.1.C llew Guinea)

gubmi t ted.:

The following is a report of Proceedings,

Operations, and lMaintenance, ete, of H.M.A.S."Air Guide".

18t Sept, 1945,

2nd.
3rd,

Lth - 5th
7 th

3th
9th
10th

11th

12th - 16th
17th

18th

a 19th

20th

218t

22nd

Harbour Routine - Painting.

Run to Bunya Island - Recreational purposes.

Lieut. R.H.Webb Jjoined. Trip to Sadau Island to
plck up Airman requiring urgent medical attention.
FPive Japanese prisoners also picked up and handed
over to Aust., Army at Taraksan,

Mus tering stores for turning over charge.

Lieut. R.H.Webb, R.A.N.V.R., assumed command p.m.
relieving Sub.l.ieut. A.B.Mclean, R.A.N.V.R. *

Run (o Selor with party of R.A.A.F. Officers to make
inspection and obtain some fresh food.

Sub.Lieut. A.B.McLean discharged to "City of Fortworth!
f'or passage to Morotai.

Docked in U.S.Navy floating dock as S/IT.MclLean
advised that one propellior was slightly bent.

Both propellors changed, one spare being borrowed
from A.5.R,921. Bottom scrubbed., Refloated 2

hrs af'ter docking.

Shifted out into stream at 0500 because of hard

on shore breexe. Refuelled. Painting resumed,
Propellors collected from U.S.S."Wachapreague" where
same had been straightened.

Painting, cleaning, scraping and general maintenance
work. Buoys laid for Catalinas tested by giving
moorings steady pull.

A.5.R.921 commenced top over haul. Arrangements

made with C.0. 921 to have a minimum of one complete
crew avallable at all times, out of the two crews
bPlus a fire party for 921. That arrangement to
continue while 921 immobilised.

Call received at 1015 to proceed to scene of

crashed Douglas aircraft. Lieut. Webb ashore on
duty. Sub.Lieut.Stringer took over and procecded at
1050 to position appro 100mmiles, 080' from

Taraken. 1439 heading back to base. 1905 berthed

at Tarakan. Lieut. Weblb took over command. Refuelled
and adjustments made to motors. 2008 slipped and
proceeded &0 pnaitign given of rafts sighted by
Catalina, namely 03°08" W. 119°10'E. 2115 amended
pogition given vy catalina as 03°10'N. 119°26'E.
2348 Cgtalina sighted fine on Port bow.

Continued on practically same course at same speed
(25 knot) taking direction from Catalina. 0128
alongside 35 rafts, 24 men taken on board, four

only suffering rrom minor injuries. Men given hot
drinks and all available quarters, towels and blankets
were also provided. Rafts and gear taken aboard.
Position 130 miles 092- Ifrom Tarakan jetty. 0200
Proceeded back to Tarakan at 21 knots. 0845 berthed
at Tarakan. Transport provided as requested earlier
by R/T. Refuelled at 0915.

Harbour routine. 1450 - 1640 sweeping paths for 3
Catalina to land and guiding same to buoys.

Slipped at 0615 and proceeded to sweep path for Catal«
inas to take off, Last one airborne at 0716 heading
for Darwin, 1011-1100 testing Catalina Buoys and
making adjustments to same.

L
k
-hi.-_- —

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIG1072673



™ Pﬂgﬁ 2-

MONTHLY REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS.
H.M.A.S."ATR GUIDE".

|

25pd September, 0900. Catalina observed cireling. Proceeued to clear
Path for landing. Directions for landing passed by R/T.

2L th Scraping and painting. Draining board metalled with
duralium.
25th 0648. Slipped anc proceeded to sweep path for Catalina

to takeofr, thence to Sadau Island to obtain tiuber for
gWnings. Additional Catalina buoys tested at 1530.

26th = 29th Painting. Spare set of mooring lines prepared. Admidships.
Awning erected with new ridge pole and battens.

30th Sunday routine. A.S.R.921 completed top overhaul.

RADIO EQUIPMENT. Now satisfactory after same was over
hauled by R.A.A.F. during past ten days.

HEALTH OF PERSONNEL. Good on average. Stoker Bently has
some sores which are taking a long -time to heal, Lieut. Wedd has
several patches of Dermititis on the feet. I.otion, etec obtained
from R.A.A.F. Medical Officer so far inerffective.

cONDITION OF HULL. Hull appears to be in fair condition,

although there is definite evidence of strain,  The planking has
at some time been damaged in two places, near starboard side of

transom, and near stem post starboard side.

BATTERIES AND ELECTRICAL SYSTEM. Good condition,

ARMAMENT . Gun barrels rather rusty, apparently
this has been largely due to leaky covers.

MATN ENGINES. In good order and running well, but
Just due for tke 500 hour overhaul, which is being commmenced 2nd
October, 1945,

‘ AUXILIARY ENGINE. Satisfactory.

MONTHLY FIGURES.

| Distance steamed during month 733 mls,

Hours under way 36 hrs 5 min.
Hours under way on one engine Wil
Average speed for month 20.3 knots.
Gallons of fuel expended for month 2080 gals.
Total distance steamed since

commissioning 6521 miles.
Date commissioned 20th October, 19Ll’

DISTRIBUTION.

2 copies Sec.Naval Board.
1 copy N.O.I.C. Moluccas.
1 copy R.A.A.F,
R. H. WEBB.

| LIEUTENANT R.A.N.V.R.
| | COMMANDING OFFICER

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1072673



e
' Rogal Australian Namy. 20aL-Y 179/

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE TS h /

o i 2‘69/59 | | - ---H,mb\'ﬂ‘x‘l

Office of NeOuldCo
New Guineaj/ lMadange.
21st September, 1945.

ﬁ-f
The Secretary, | ?f/{-'

Naval Board,
IELBOURNE,

HeMeAeSe "AIR GUIDE" - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - AUGUST 1945

- Forwarded for the information of the Naval Board.

SA A/Captain R.A.N.
Q% Naval Officer in Charge
New Guinea.,
b
%ﬂ Foohk |

\ : _ ,J tP‘ / -

:D f\( Sl 2>
L o MY
//lO? {ff?}{"‘t’*?
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Roygal Australian %aug.ﬁ -

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

No.

H,M.A.S. "AIR GUIDE"

— e - T T s |

B s ek -
T NAVAL AEEI“g-15-OHAREE
|
I

3rd. September, 1945,

Naval Officer-in-charge
New Guinea,

Letter of Eroceedings for month of August 1945,

submitted in accordance with CNO 97/34 and CCNO 19/45.

2, During the month Operational Air Sea Rescue patrols were
carried out from Tarakan, Borneo, main points as follows :

] - from
Aug., 1. An urgent journey was made to All agau village
: where a N.I.C.A. patrol launch was towed back with
o native woman hospital case aboard,

n 12. Proceeded to Sadau Island Radar Station in connection
with local work,

m 17, Proceeded to Babatoe village with Group Capt. Reid
and Intelligence Officer aboard in search of some
information of crashed plane in that vicinity. Trip
unsuccessful,

" 19, Proceeded to Noenoekan Island and Tawau region in an
: endeavour to gain information on crashed Klttyhawk
pilot,Unable to contact S.R.D. Officer. Some inform-
ation gained from N.I.C.A. police guard.

"W 924, Proceeded to Babatoe village, Five (5) Japanese
prisoners taken under guard, brought back and
~ handed over to Army authorities,

n o7 Proceeded in company with two American P.T. boats
to Tawau vicinity with Intelligence Officers aboard
to investigate report of two Japanese motor hagts
towing 20 praus towards Tarakan., On interrogating
natives and N.I.C.A, pdlice it was established that
the japasnese were congregating forces and civilian
population near Tawau in readiness for surrender,
Matter passed to Army authorities for action,
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Roygal Australion Namy.

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

s H.M,A.S. "AIR GUIDE"

No.

Letter of proceedings for month of August 1945, Page <.

2. Aug.29, Proceeded inland to Seloe area with Col, Woolfe and
Intelligence Officers aboard to investigate news
of cpashed airmen in emeny held territory., Alr cover
and spotting carried out by Kittyhawk planes. On

information received it was decided to send in two
U.S., P.T. boats the following daye.

Avg,30, Crashed Spitfire pilot was rescued in the sea off
Terskan. Report passed to Airforce.

3, Radio functioned very satisfactorily throughout the month.

A, Health and morale of the ship's company is excellent., They
haeve been occupied on interesting work this month,

5, Fire exercises were held on 6, 14, 26th August,

6, Action Stations were exercised oniﬁ, 15,

7. On the announcement of Peace the 'main brace' was spliced.
8, During the month a jeep was loan through the Airforce for

shore transport of personnel, T eing under the control
of the two Commanding Officers only.

Efficiency Report,

Main Engines. Still running somehow, Still no engine spares
received,Spark plugs have done 400 hours
operating on 100 octane fuel and gsubstitute
plugs have proved highly unsatisfactorye.

r Auxiliary Engine running satisfactorily. Recently overhauled.

Guns In excellent order,
Hull In good order,
10, Storeﬂ. sufficient bentral:-stores of a very limited

range have been obtained,

One case of engine spares ordered through

Base Engineer Officer Brisbane on 17th April,
and eventually consigned per H.M.A.S. "Latrobe"
has not yet come to hand,
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Rogal Australian Nawmy.

7
-
IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

HoM.A.S. "AIR GUIDE"

No.

Letter of Proceedings for month of August 1945, Page 3,

s Monthly Figures,

Distance steamed during the month 736 miles
Hours under way during the month 48 Hrs 10 mins.
Hours under way on one engine Nil

Average speed for month 15,3 knots
Gallons of fuel expended for month 2132 gals

Total distanced steamed since Commissioning 0,788 miles

Date Commissioned. - 20th October 1944,

Bl

-

) —

Distributiong Sub, Lieutenant
_ Commanding Officer

Original to NOIC N,G. H.M.A.S5. "AIR GUIDE"
i pr " n n
Copy to NOIC Moluccas
Copy for A.C.N,B,
Copy File,
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Ropal Australion Naby. /& ' 7\

8t 4539
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IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE = %,

NG 269/59 -

) U At e e

Office of 11e0eleCo vy
new Guinea. lladang.
drd September, 19405,

The Secretary,
Naval Board,
MELBOURIE .

Submitted for the information of the Naval Board.

ander ReA. .
Officer in Charge

Guinea.
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- .fl' .

. Commontoealth of Australia. *
/ A Bepartmeut of The Naby.
Ropal Qustralian Naby. Aty

From COMMANDING OFFICER HoM.A«S. "AIR .GUIDEY. . . 913

Date....... h.d.....Augua.t.-..lQ.45 ............................. i RLOrence WOkt o —

Subject.. LOtEeT - of Pmee&iﬂsﬂ for month of July 1045, S

Submitted in accordance with CHO 97/43 and CCNO 19/45.

2. During the month operational Air Sea Rescue patrols were
carried out from Tarskan, Borneo; main points as follows ¢
(a) Two damaged planes were covered on their return

flight when approaching the airfield,

Eb; Sea coverage was given to two main air strikes.

c) Rescue was attempted when a Kittyhawk plane crashed
into the outer harbour., Both 'plane and Pilot were
lost in the crash, A few pieces of floating debris

only were saved,
(d) All peak take off and landing periods from Croydon

Airstrip Tarakan, were covered.

3¢ On 8th July, I proceeded to a small village 15 miles inland
on the Muara Liangau rivey where two (2) Japanese prisoners
were captured and with them 5 hand grenades and a Japanese
'woodpecker' machine gun. They were handed over to the army

authorities,

4, Between 25th. and 28th. July, the ship was in dry doeck ( P.T.
dock) where the bottom was scraped, antifouled and the hull

painted,

New cutlass bearings were fitted and underwater fittings
checked,

badly and had fallen off in many places taking with it the
anti-fouling surface and leaving bare timber, This seems to
be a fault worth noting., In such cases the phenerock was well
geraped down to 2 hard surface and covered with copperiod
supplied by the American P,T. Tender,

| The phenerock preparation on the hull had peeled and lifted
?\\

5, Due to constant trouble and unreliability the H.,F. Radio
(TCS-5 set) was replaced by the Airforce with a 58 Bomber set

which has functioned satisfactorily since installation,All

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1072673
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(2)

o« Continued,
other radio units were serviced and are giving every t
gatisfaction,

Letter of proceedings for month of July 1945, H.M.A.S. ATR GUIDEM

6. Health and morale of the Ship's company is satisfactory.

7. Fire exercises were held on 2, 9, and 23rd July,

8. Action stations exercised on 5,8,15,18,and 30th July.,.

9. Efficiency Report,

Main Engines - Satisfactory, To date no engine spares |
have yet come to hand, Considerable |
attention to worn parts is necessary. /

/1

10,

Auxiliary Engine - Satisfactory when run only in the cool

of the evening,

Guns - In excellent order,
Hull - In splendid order following 'slipping!'
Stores - Engine parts are in very short supply

and orders sent in are urgently required
especially S62 Champion spark plugs.

General Naval stores are gquite unpro- /

curable in this area,

11, Monthly Figures,

Distance steamed during month

Hours under way during month

Hours underway on one engine

Average speed for month

Gallons of fuel expended for month

Total distance steamed since commissioning
Date Commissioned - 20th October 1944,

Distribution,
Original NOIC New Guinea Mfkw
1] e -
___,..-*"

Copy : -
NOIC Moiuccas, Sub, Lieutenant
for ACNB Commanding Officer
Fiie H.M.A,S. "AIR GUIDR"™

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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LrTST Commontwealth of gustralt T or NAVY
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i‘iupal Qustralian Naby.

From  Commanding Officer H,M,A.S.."AIR GUIDE" 913 . . :

L
4*“

Date....»28 301y 3945 - . .  Refereme No... B ich i

To......Seeretary. of. thﬁ Naval. Roard,..
W Subject ....... hOLEAT 0Ff ProCORAINEE ¢ —unaiisiiosssomamimmeiss s o <

Submitted:

In accordance with C.N.O0, 97/43 and C.C.N.O.
19/45 attached find & copy of Letter of proceedings for
the month of June 1945,

Wg Lf_q S/Lieut,

Commanding Officer
H.M.A.S. "AIR GUIDE"
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CONEANDING OFFICER "H.E.delie T"alR QUILE®
Srd July, 1940,

through B,0.,1.0, YNew Guinea,

letter of procecdings for the month of June 16485,
Jubmitted,

i During the month of June eperstione were
m from Bsse at Tarekan; Borned,

SeFiggoue During the month three sirdreft rescus alertes were
sovered, | |
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W With the possibility of Jepanese
suigide ¢ operating ( ascording to Radar authories)
& go-operation run was made covering the extreme navigable

waters aroung Taraken harbour entrances t¢ enable Radar plots
to be taken,

(d) Om 19th June an inspection of imal Beach, eastern side of
Terakan , was made with Wing Cdr, Marks OIC First Tactical
Alrforee to explore the possibility otlln use as an

emergency landing |

2. ALx Bald alamms were experienced on 9th snd 14th June.
3« (a) Action staticns were exercised on 6p 9y 14 and 30th June,

(b) Fire Stations were exercised on 3, il, 80, 29 end 30th June,

(¢) Gellay stove. A small fire, quickly extinguished, from the
| c:nq lm; occurred on iﬂh June, -ﬂu*uuu:o report
attache .

The genersl health of the crew has been goods Two ratings
only received medical attention, ome baving & poisoned foot
t attack of dysentery. Both were treated

torily and necsssary entries made in the ship's
Journal of the sieck, - Y
One in erew ocourred when Sgt. Shipton dus to unsatise

change
factory behaviour was replaced by Sgt Ryan RAAF., A report
covering this was previously forwarded. |

S. Efficlency report.

(8) kain Engines continue to function wellysbut if some engine
spares are not received very socn the position with essential
items such as spark plugs ete., will be desperate,

Signals and letters have been forwarded but to date ne spares
have gcome to hand., As mentioned in last month's report the
urgent dispateh of engine spares is requested,

(b) Batteries have been satisfactory, The auxiliary Onan generator
due to overheating & common feault with other A.S5.R. ships,
can only be run in the cool of the evening,

(e) All guns have operated efficiently snd sre cleaned regularly,
Marksmanship generally is good,

(d) Hull, The genersl econdition is satisfactory, I expect to
'slip ' for scraping and anti-fouling very shortly, arrange-
ments having been made at an American P,7T. dock,
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5. (e) Radio, The TCS 5 set continues to give trouble., Similar
experience has been encountered by other A.S.R. ships,
Maintenance assistance has been received from the EALF,.
A new set is contemplated,

6.- L]
_ n

Distance steamed during the month, 554 miles -~
Hai.u -unur way duriu ﬁoﬁth. 42 Hrs 55 min
Hours Mir way on one engine ' - nil #
homo- speed for month 17 knots,
Gallons of fuel expended for month 2080 gels
‘Gallons of fuel expended per hour. . 48.4 gals.

'ro'hl Mntmt gteamed since umiuuniu 4,570 miles
{ additional towed 1768 miles)

Average speed since commissioning IW"“‘ B R
Totsl hours under way since commissioning 379 hrs 35 mius,
Date comnissioned | - 20th October 194

el

Commanding Officer
HoMoAsS. "AIR GUIDB*,
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Copy to Secretary of the Naval Board.

COMMANDING OFFICER H.M.A.S5, " AIR GUIDE"
Srds July, 1945
Ne0oI,C, New Guinea, Coastal Craft Offiger,
Galley Steve, |

Sirx,

Following continuous trouble with the galley stove on
the trip through from Sydney and & galley fire experienced at
Thursday Island the matter was discussed with and a report given
to the Coastal Craft Officer lMadang in addition to a defect
report to the Base Engineer Officer dated 19th April,

On inspection by the Chief E.R.A. the stove was consid-
ered dangerous and a recommendation for a new stove was made,

Apart from the frequent loss of a cooked meal endured
wqammmmﬁchomo:nntuﬂuoutunkcu ‘
even one burner serviceable the stove continues to be dangerous,
On 29th, June it flared up suddenly and fortunately prompt action
by personnel standing by extinguished the blaze without any

damage being done,

The danger of a fire in a ship carrying 100 octane
petrol is not & responsibility I care to carry when the cause
can be attributed teo th; ”‘u)pl: of a nevw galley stove.

There are no fagcilities at Tarakan, Borxneo, to obtain
a supply of this nature neither has the supply ship Whang-pu
any stocks,

Your prompt action in this matter for the safety of
the ship and the erew, is sought,

c-d‘u officer.

HolMlsAeS. "AIR GUIDE®
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IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

0ffice of Ne0oIloCo ﬂ

NG 269/59
New Guinea. Madang. ﬁ,a- bﬁ%

25th July,,1945. " #

AT

The Secretary, /h r/ % 4{4 | W Ve

Naval Board,
MELBOURNE,

M ( HeMedAeS. "AIR GUIDE"™ - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - JUNE 1945
Submitted for the":l.ni'armtion of the Naval Board.

7 n, | W
(A J) e R.AS.
ﬂ) : (" for Ha'ﬁ'a. Officer in Charge

w Guineae.
A.OeDe

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT10/72673



8t 6339

Commontealth of HAustralia.

| | Bepartment of The Naby. /

Ropal Qustralian Naby. g mm_m:ﬁmsg!-}
F
f

From COWDIH G OFF ICER 7 'H'H'A'S'HMRGUIDE'

Dote. 328 38hy, W88y % Ruference No ... .. T 1845

through 7.0.1.6. Tew Guinei; ............................................................. et !
Subject. Letter of proceedings for the month of June 1945, - -

Submitted,

1, Operations, During the month of June operations were
carried out from Base at Tarakan, Borneo,

a.Rescue During the month three airdraft rescue alerts were
covered,

June 5th, a Martin Mariner crashed in the northern |
Celebes, I proceeded to sea and stoocd by for ,

confirmation of the position which later proved to .-
be some 250 miles distant, The rescue was made by plane
and I returned to Base, |

June 13th, a C47 was reported crashed in the sea in

a position approx, 85 miles ESE from Tarakan,

Proceeded at 1549% and errived at a positionjyallowing

for drift some 25 miles north of the position given

at 1850I,,contact being made with a circling Liberator.
- A Martin Mariner was seen to land on the water while

I was still 4 miles distant and on my arrival at the

scene had picked up the 7 survivors. I returned to

Base, -

June 18th, Stoed by the end of the Tarakan strip to
cover crash lendings of two Liberators,

With the opening of the Croydon Strip,Tarakan on 28th
June more work may be expected, To date the airfield
has not been suitable for heavy landings,

b. Priaonern. In co-operation with the Army through Airforce
operations, on 29th June a Japanese prisoner was
taken from a barge near the north western tip of
Tarakan Is., brought in under guard and handed over
to army authorities,
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"Air Guide" DPage o,

Letter of Proceedi

'1. (¢) Radar Co-operation, With the possibility of Japanese
suicide small craft operating ( according to Radar authories)

e

L. & co-operation run was made covering the extreme navigable
waters aroung Tarakan harbour entrances to enable Radar plots
to be taken,

(d) On 19th June an inspection of Amal Beach, eastern side of
Tarakan , was made with Wing Cdr. Marks OIC First Tactiecal

Airforce to explore the possibility of its use as an
emergency landing beach,

R2e Air Reid alarms were experienced on 9th and 14th June,

3¢ (2) Action stations were exercised on 6, 9, 14 and 30th June,

(b) Fire Stations were exercised on 3, 11, 80, 29 and 30th June,

(¢c) Galley utﬂre.'A.amall fire, quickly extinguished, from the
galley stove occurred on 29th June, See separate report
attached,

4. Crew. The general health of the crew has been good. Two ratings .
only received medical attention, one having a poisoned foot
and the other a slight attack of dysentery. Both were treated
satisfactorily and the necessary entries made in the ship's
Journal of the sick,

One change in crew occurred when Sgt. Shipton due to unsatise-
factory behaviour was replaced by Sgt Ryan RAAF. A report
covering this was previously forwarded,

$. Efficiancz report,

(2) | Main Engines continue to function well,but if some engine
spares are not received very soon the position with essential
items such as spark Plugs etc., will be desperate,

Signals and letters have been forwarded but to date no spares
have come to hand., As mentioned in last month's report the
urgent dispatch of engine spares is requested,

(b) Batteries have been satisfactory, The auxiliary Onan generator
due to overheating & common fault with other A.S.R. ships,
can only be run in the cool of the evening,

(e) A1 guns have operated efficiently and are cleaned regularly,
Marksmanship generally is good,

(d) Hull, The general condition is satisfactory., I expect to
'slip ' for scraping and anti-fouling very shortly, arrange-
-ments having been made at an American P.T. dock,

( s .

RCDIG1072673
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Letter of Proceedings

5¢ (e) Radio, The TCS 5 set continues to

1 ™ -

give trouble, Similar

experience has been encountered by other A.S.R. ships,
Maintenance assistance has been received from the RAAF,

A new set is contemplated,

6. Monthly figures,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Distance steamed during the month,
Hours under way during month,
Hours under way on one engine
Average speed for month

Gallons of fuel expended for month
Gallons of fuel expended per hour.

Total distance steamed since commissioning
( additional towed 1768 miles)

Average speed since commissioning approx.
Total hours under way since commissioning

Date commissioned

ke’

Commanding Officer

054 miles

42 Hre 55 min
nil

17 knots,
2080 gals
48,4 gals,
4,570 miles

15Iknota.
379 hrs 35 mins,
20th October 194«

HM.,A.S. "AIR GUIDE",

RCDIGT1072673



H.M.A.S,

"AIR GUIDE"

Engine Hours for month of June 1945,

Week ending

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

June 2,

Qe
16,
22
29

A & B

Port.
3360 250

347 25

364 30
371
379 35

Whlcfees’

_Starboﬁfﬁ.

3360
347
364
371
379

Commén ding Officer

H.M,A.S. "AIR GUIDE"™

25"

29
30

35.
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Bt 6330

Commontoealth of Qustralia.
Hepartment of The Naby.

Royal Qustralian Naby.

E b b ig ] EEEEE e e e SR R R

Date.........2%0e JULY 9 194D ... Beloraniin NO o ace i spsimsimmrereerenidnss
To .. N 0.,1.,Co. New Guinea, ... Coastal Craft Officer. . .. . . . .
Subject......... ... . Galley Steve,

Sir,

Following continuous trouble with the galley stove on
the trip through from Sydney and a galley fire experienced at
Thursday Island the matter was discussed with and a report given
to the Coastal Craft Officer Madang in addition to a defect
report to the Base Engineer Officer dated 19th April,

On inspection by the Chief E.R.A. the stove was consid-
ered dangerous and a recommendation for a new stove was made.

Apart from the frequent loss of a cooked meal endured
by myself and crew and the hours of maintenance put in teo keep
even one burner serviceable the stove continues to be dangerous,
Oon 29th. June it flared up suddenly and fortunately prompt action
by personnel standing by extinguished the blaze without any
damage being done,

The danger of a fire in a ship carrying 100 octane
petrol is not a responsibility I care to carry when the cause
can be attributed to thﬁh supply of a new galley stove,

1)

There are no facilities at Tarakan, Bnrn?o. to obtain
e supply of this nature neither has the supply ship Whang-pu
any stocks,

Your prompt action in this matter for the safety of
the ship and the crew, is sought,

hiche

Commending Officer.
H.M,A.S. "AIR GUIDE"
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t
IN lIlEPLT PLEASE QUOTE

| ' 3 .. .
¢'0.EG'_2.6.9 9 | oy, B
N /5 - a ¥ r 40 A% O:E'flce of N.0. ¥ .
i ' Hw‘ﬁ*t‘:’g ITew Guinea. lladange
e L S 27th April, 1945,

i The Seeretary,
' Naval Board,
MELBOURIIE.

H,M.A.S, "ATR HOST" - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

MARCH 1 .

Submitted Ffor the information of the Naval Board.

¥

AfCaptain R.A.HN,
Taval Officer in Charge
lew Gulnea.
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fain

From... COMMANDING OFFICE
Dute............. Aeth. Apxdd 1945, Reference No......

Submitted :

March 1 - 2

I

n

"

U]

n

10 - 14

14 - 16

17 - 19

s Mol e R o e MADANG ... ... o e e R e e e S

B P T m— - ‘*——F:-—-‘-r-u... N ,& == e RS
] 3 - '_ ".‘ T'-".lu!

. AN | =
¢ .\_}_L l" /’/ :

%5"'*- F}Q / | St 6339

Glnmmnnmpalth nf Australia,

Department of The Nany.

Royal Australian Namy.

....... HeM, AsS.. " AIR HOST",

O

Subject...... . Letter. of Proceed dngs. for.menth.-of March,l945 ...

Operations were completed at Jervis Bay with the
#eSeHe Flotilla in cooperation with the Fleet Air
nI'IIl.

Ship returned to Sydnay nt 055%5K on the morning
cf Znd,. M&arch,

This period was spent at Sydney where preparations
for passage to northern gtation were made,

2. All defects were attended to except Slipping of
the ghip as requested, following an exceptionally
heavy pounding in rough seas off Jervis Bay. A
report of the damage sustained was sent to
Coastal Craeft Officer on 28th., February (Sydney).

b. All equipment was repaired and tested.

c. Necessary stores,charts and ammunition were
collected,

d. Compas was 'swung',

e. Armament was tested inder direction of GCunnery
Officers.

f. All ships books were checked and pasaed by Acct, |
Officer at "Rushcutter", . |

Captain's Inspection was made prior té sailing.,

Passagde from Sydney. At 2115K on 8th March in company
with 912 departure was made from Sydney.,

Arrived Coffs Herbour 1005K departed 2100K,
Arrived Brisbane 1330K,
Sailing delayed by S8.0.,0. owing to adverse weather, L

Ship silpped at fairmile PRase %rlsbane ow1ng tn
propeller trouble-which develaped suddEﬂly. 1

i
i p AL
L . o
o i ;
- i
- - - are- L i

S&1ding deluyed etill by S 0.0. owing to adverse
weather, - %,

PR e

FENER

= g

., i =k o o

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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Letter of Proceedings March
- | | -

s H M. A8, " AIR HOST",

e Tch, 19, Departed Fairmile Base Brisbane in company with
917 (Senior Officer) 920 and 912,

) <0 Arfi?ed Gladstone 0950K., Considerably heavy seas
experienced around Creat Sandy Cape,

21 .= 22 Sailing delayed on information received from §.0.0.
Brisbane by telephone - adverse weether,

25. Departed Gladstone 0900K arrived llarble Is, 1710K
where anchorege was made over night, .

<4 Departed liarble Is., 0930K arrived Mackay 1330K.

29 Depairted llackay 1420K arriving Shaw Is. (Whitsunday
Passage) 1700K where anchorage was made ober night,

26 Departed Shaw Ig 0615K arrived Townsville 1530K

27 = 29 At Towngville - engine Overhaul
30 Departed Townsville 0540K in company with 922
(Senior Officer) and 921. Arrived Cairns 1450K,

Se Weather, The weather between Sydney and Gladstone was moderate
to rough except for heevy seas experienced aroung ‘
Great Sandy Cape, From Gladstone on excellent weather
was encountered and good progress made, 3

’ The trip throughout was un eventful except for items
mentioned in this report,

4, liotors, fingine routine overhauls were carried out
00 hours routine at Brisbane
100 " " - " Townsville,

Generally the engines ran well at 1400 R.P.l's,
Condiderable work mainteained by the liotor liechanic
and his close attention to adjustments undoubtedly
minimised engine troubles.,

b Fuel Fuelling when taken from lorry was satisfactory. Fuel
Irom drums was dirty and contzined varying guantities
of water, Trom information received most dumps had
been ip exigtence for a considerasble time,

6. Gener£1 performance of the ship was good and improved
when a further adjustment ot stowage removed from aft
tg Midships was made. |

Te .EEEEEEE- _The only serious defects were at Brisbene where the
Port proppeler was removed and & spere fitted.:~The
BeE.0. hizd the proveller tegted and condemned it &as &
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‘.- uetter of Proceedings lMarch  H.M.A.S. "AIR HOST". Se

7. Defects (Continued)
™ bad casting., A new propeller is required.

r be Whilst on the slipway inspection of the hull was
made. Considerable movement in plenking and chines
caused by heavy seas experienced off Jervis Bay had
badly cracked the antifouling along the seams and
large flakes of phenerock had peeled off, Filling
over the screw holes had fallen out.,

Under the direction of the B,E,0, , the Chief Ship-

- wright had the screw holes refilled, phenerock
repatched and the hull was anti ftouired by ship's
company . |

8. Fire Drills, were carried owt on 5, 11, 17, 22 and 59th,
9. Action Stations.were exercised on 3, 23, 26, and 31st,

10, Crew The general morale of the crew is good and the conduct
of some is only teir,

11, Libersy. Eaximum liverty which I consider very necessary while
on passage was granted to Ship's compeny,

L2 ‘ The health of the Ship's compeny is quite satisfactory,

13. One Able Ceaman owing to acute sea sickness was VGL
replaced prior to sailing from Sydney,

14, Distance steamed f o r month 1763 miles, -

Digtance steamed sinced commissioned

on 20th October 1944, 1966 e
Hours under way for month 113 Hrs 40 nin,
Ilours under wey since commissioning 133 Hrs 15 mins
Fuel consumed for month 6209 gals.
Average.fuel consumption 46 Gels per Hr,
Average speed throughout | 15 Knots,

COMMANDING OFFICER
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b.0. a?ai’,/é'?’/f,
i 4

The Commanding Officer, fHelledeSe "HUSHOUITERM,

v | TTITH . -
R 3 ‘..E‘_- . u ! A% !l
- ——— 1]

!

| Following = period of preparation and refitting
since commissioning on 20th October, 1944, the ship was removed
from the eradle on 15th Pebruaxy, 1945,

M
z
x
£ 3
.'.
o
y

The Commanding Officer, Hiiled«Se MAIR HOST™,

oth Aarch, 1945

AH .,_.__.:

2

RCDIGT1072673
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(b) Average speed (Since commisel oning) |
(¢) Hours underway (Since Commissioning) -
(d) Engine hours sinse last overhaul -

- B In conclusion the crew are very keenly '_
forward to work in Horthern Areas and have shown a marked interest
since the ship has been operating under its own powere |

=

(SGB)  A«Be MOLEAN
Sub-bLicutenant, SeielieVelile

CO:LANDING QFFICER,
HelloleSe “AIR HOST®
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(Letter No. GeQn..22/59/}.......... dated 22th Maxeh..... fyém
| RUSHCUTTER -

II

B.S.1121/250/210.
The Secretary,
Naval Board.

| Forwarded for the information of the Naval Board
in accordance with Navy Officer letter 589/201/941 (053065) dated
23rd October, 194k,

2e A credit note for £9:3:~ for the 120 gallons of

contaminated motor spirits referred to in paragraph 3 has now been
received from the Shell Company. The matter has also been the sub-
ject of correspondence with that Company to obviate a recurrence of
the trouble., | |

AN EOY
A/R-Eér-A dmziral

Ofice of the Flag Officer-in-Charge, N.S.W.
Naval Base Headquarters,
Potts Point, Sydney.

"‘3@\ R MAY 1945
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St 6339

N Commonwealth of Australia,

| & Bepartment of The Nauy.

CON -
! Roygal Australian Namy. e

From....The. Gommanding Qfficer, HelladaSa MAIR HOSTM™e ...
| Date...... 5th Jarch, 1946.............Reference No......

| Y i ! Mhe. Commanding Officer, ilelisdeSe MEISHOTRTER e i i

Subject.. LEDIER. OF. BROCEEDINGS. FOR. JONTE..OF. FEREUARL . 19880 oo oo
e et S s S —

Submitteds _

Following a period of preparation and refititing
since commissioning on 20th Cctober, 1944, the ship was removed
from the cradje on 15th February, 1945,

Re Slipped at Halvorsons shipyard Neutral Bay, Februgy
15th=17th where ship was scpaped frece of marine growth, anti-fouled,
bilges cleaned tThroughout under water fittings checked and some
paintwork restouched, All work on slipwgy carried out by ship's
CoMpany s

Se 3 February, 19th, 1190 gallons 91 Octane fuel was loaded
from Shell Company, Gore Baye Considerable engine trouble resul ted

| and 120 gallons of water and sludge, condemmed by Zngineer CIf icer,
were pumped from tanks, Considerable work on engines was necessary
on return from A.S5.H. duties at Jervis Bay, ship returmed to Shell
Corpany, where tanks were de=fueled, opened up and thoroughly
cleamed through before refueling with zood clean spiwits 4 report of
this defect was passed to Staff Officer, Coastal Craft, Sydney, Copy
to Coastal Craft Cffice, "Rushcutter,

Sa ingine trials were held on 2lst and 23rd February the |
latter being satisfactory, j

Se At 0600K on 23rd February, sea passaje was made in a
moderate sea from Sydney to Jervis Bay. The trip was satisfactory,-
the ghip performed well,

| Ge Arrived at Jervis Bay 1230% on 23rd February and Jjoined N
| AeSele Flotilla, Carried out A.S.Re duties in conjunction with J
| Alrcraft Carriers under the direction of Lientenant ByH. Couchman on '
sisdie B22s The gssistance given by Lieutenant Couchman and his crew

throughout the period was most beneficial, Individual A+Se.de CXercises

by ships compeny were carried out and considerable training and experience

wes gained, The improved efficiency of these operations after

practice was most noticeable,

Te On 20th February, while operating at sea on duty under |
ingtructions from R,N, llowra an exceptionally rough sea was wXperienced. g

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO072673



i
b
4 . >

- | When port was finally made, considerable minor damsge, as contained
in report to Staff Officer, Coastal Craft, Sydney, was caused to

the ship, fittings and stores and three crew members received

medical attention, The general performance of the ship was pleaging,
but it was redlised* that operations in rough seas can damage the
vessgsel, considerably affect raxliu units and be parti cula.rly

trﬁag $0 a crew, |

84 “ During the month tWo ReAsAeFs Wireless Air Guiners
joined to carry out R/T and "J/T wireless compunications,

9, Fire stations were exercised on 3rd, 10th, 20th end
24th of the month, lbre comprehensive Fire regulation® in respect
to the galley stove and its operations were introduced, R
10 187 i)istance steaned (Since amiﬂsiﬁﬂ:’:ng & 195 miles
20%h October, 1944)

(b) Average speed (Since commisal oning) - 13,45 knots

(¢) Hours underway (Since Commis®ioning) = 17 hours,

(d) Engine hours since last. overhaul 19 hours, 35 mins,
& O In conclusion the crew are very iceenl;r looking

forward 'o work in Northern aAreas and have showm a marked interest
since the ship has been operating under ite own power,

12, No long leabe has been granted during the month, The
health and conduct of the crew has been most satisfactory, | " -

(SGD) * AeBe licLEAY =y =

Sub=Lieutenant, ReA V.o

COLLANDIIG OFFICER,
HededoSe "AIR HOST®
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Commontoealth of Australia.

Bepartment nf The Naby.

Roypal Qustralian Nabvy.
From . COMMANDING OFFICER . H lishesBe "4AIR GUIER® 918

Date....... §2hy -Augant 1948 T o g T N N S W L PR

To secretary of the Naval Board, _ =t

.....................................
R Rt o s s o e e T o g o o e e D B 0 o 6 e i e - e e B R S e il F R L -0 0 I Er ST Rn e g g e et b RS R SR TER TR RA AL B EEREEEAE A

Subject... Wetter of proceedings for month of July 1945, . .

Submitted in wecordance with CNO 97/43 and CCNO 19/45,

ty
into harbour, Both 'plane end Filot were
m‘“*‘"“-&f;ﬂuunnutﬁ‘.:&u

landing periods froem Croydon
were covered,

® 15 miles inland
on the luara Lisngeu rivey where two (2 apanese

“ﬂ. ﬂ“ﬂ(!ﬂhﬁ-lm&nlﬂtgm
“le Im.:ml'h they were handed over to the ammy

4, Between 20th, and 28th, July, the ship was in doek ( ».7,
lnkz.:.h.o the bottom was l:m. Jumu‘{"u the Lur

Hew outlass besrings were fitted and underwat
checked, " e

The phenerogk preparation on the hull had ed and lifted
badly and had fallen off in many places g with it the
enti-fouling surfece and leaving bare timber, This seems to
SUnpet Gowe S0 & Bast Buiegs Sy St T ege vl

I &ee and covered with go ed
supplied by the Americam P.7. Tender,

O¢ Due to constant trouble and unrelisbility the H,i, ‘adie
(TCO-5 set) was replaced the Adrforee with a 56 Domber set
which has functioned sstisfactorily since installation.all

— = SN

- -
._.——'—""_“"___.-—.. — e - i — f § g P FE ST et e e
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(2)
Letter of proceedinge for month of July 19456, H.l.A.85. ALR GUIDE"

5. Continued,
other radio units wvere serviged and are giving evexry _

satisfaction,

6. Health and moraie of the mp'u company is satisfactory,
7« Fire exercises were held on 2, 9, and 25vd July,
8. Action stations exercised on 5,8,10,18,and 30th Julye

9. Efficiency ieport.

« Satisfactory. 7o date u ne
have yet come to hand, Cons
-M-uu to worn parts is m

Auxilisyy Engine -~ Satisfactory when run only in the ecool

lMain Engines

of the evening,
Guns . « In excellent nm{ _
Hull - In splendid order following 'slipping'
10, Gtores « Engine parts are in very short mﬁ;

and orders sent in are urgently required
upuunr 562 Chempion sperk plugs,.

Genersl Naval stores are guite unpro-
curable in this area,

m m mnonth 482 miles

Hours under way during month 28
Iommum“m-ﬁu 'ﬁmh

' expended for month 1430 CGals,
Total distance steamed since commissioning H,002 miles
Date Commissiones « 20th Ogtober 19«.

o

an. mmcg;::
- Commanding cer
HM.A.,8. "AIR GUIDB*
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