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The Commgnding CITlicer, H;ﬁ.a.ﬂ. "RUSHCUTTER",

end, deptember, 194°. 7}’%?/"/

the Flag Officer-in-Charge, NEW SOUTR WALES,
REPORT OF PROCIEDINCGS ~ H.M,A.3. "AIR NASTER" -

Submitted for consideration the
attzched revort of proceedings of H,M,A,8, "Alr Master"
(2.A.R, 91G9) for the month of August, 1949.

(SGD.) S. H. K. SPURGEON
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REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - H.M.A.S, AIR MASTER -
SehheRe 91

Ty
"
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September, 1949. ) (e {

A

II

NSW,.2270/682/2/15
The Secretary, Naval Board.

Forwarded for the information of the
Naval Board, in accordance with C.N.O. 107/48.

Naval Headquarters, A/Rear-Admiral.
Potts Point, Sydney.

15th September, 1949,
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SCEIVED ] SH A S T
LB F SER P_Mle&ter from H.M.A.S. RUSHGUTTER No.T.91/377 dated 19th  ,o»
} August, 1949.) | 24 =
| | VY REGISTRY | LAy | 77

/ | T
NSW.1187/682/2/15

The Secretary,
Naval Board,

Forwarded for the information of the

Naval Board in accordance with Commonwealth Navy Order
107/48.

Naval Headquarters, A/Rear=Admirals,
Potts Point, Sydneye

5th September, 1949,
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The Commanding Officer, H.M,A. S8, "RUSHOUTTIR"
19th August 1949

ted with referense %o your letter
Submitted

N.8.¥. 682/2/15 of 11th August 1949 the =
u report of proeeedings of

f July i949.

8.A.R, 919 for the

rewyitt
month o
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The Commanding Officer, H.M.A.8. S.A.R. 919

17th August 1949
The Commanding Officer, H,M.A.S. "RUSHCUTTER*

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - JULY 1949

Submitted :

From the 1st July to 3lst July 1949 H.M.A.S
hltor'rounod securfik to No, 3 Jetty lfz.h.ﬂ. 'h;lh‘ir
;:: t:::' . uog ;11‘321;:::;1’ when vessel proceeded to ses

ting © Ben ompass and gene
ship vide my message ZIOGOY:? R —

2. The health, welfare and conduet of the shin!
‘company has been go;d. Conditions on board and :gd;thn

of the ship are satisfactory.
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APPENDIX

Hours under way for month
Miles steamed during month
Average fuel consumption
Average Speed

Hours under way since commissioning

5 hrs. 15 mins.
45 miles
3 G.P.H.
9.5 knots
22 hrs. 25 mins,
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(F:0:T .0 N.3.Ws Letter N.. W 582/2/1:} of 1l5th Septewber, Pl
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N.3.W. 2277/682/2/10

The Secretary, Naval Board.
(Copy to: Commanding Officer, H.i.A.3. RUSGCUITER).

Forwarded for the ianf'ormation of the Naval Board.

%
4.

Naval Headquarters, A/Rear-jduiral .
Potts Point, Sydney.

15th September, 1949.

NS
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(RUSH?ﬂTTER‘s letter Ref. T.91/376 dated 1st July,
191"‘9. ‘_l. i |

ﬁl.ﬂr
*"‘rl

S.A.R.919 (AIR MASTER) - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS,
JUNE, 1949,

1T

NSW.916/682/2/2
The Secretary,
Naval Board.

Forwarded for the information of the
Naval Roard in accordance with Commonwealth Navy

Order 107 of 1948.

e The I.F.F. equipment in S.A.R.919 has
now been repaired and placed in good operating
conditione.

Se The remarks of Admiral Superintendent,
Sydney, are being obtained on ?aragraph 5 of the
Cammanding officer, S.A.R.919 (Air Master)'s letter

of 1st July, 194L9.

Wﬁ

Office of Flag Officer-in-Charge, H.S5.W.,
Naval Headquarters,

Potts Point, Sydney.

A AL 1040
Ak INill i J
i WA '.t_. .F

-

.

RCDIGT1072675



-~} . L i =T

(e v T oo————3 N
) O ) W : | INE A '-

a f L BEA T r i Ilj .

Commonwealth of Australia. P
Brpartment of Che Nauy. : / =5 INEY P | 1

Roygal Australian Namy.
From.. The Commandine Officer, H.M.A.S. "RUSHCUTTER", a2 !
Date... 8%, July, 1949. ... ... Reference No.... Te91/376. — S
: To... The Flac Officer-in-Charee, NEW SQOUTH WALES. ;

Subjm____i.,..‘,_...BE?.O..E.'I'.-.-.QEﬁ-..?;ﬁ.g%EEDI-Nﬁﬂ...-::.-.H...M..A..ﬁ.....-..'L!AIB.....MASTEE'.'_ ________________

The attached Report of Proceedines

of H.M,A.S. "Alr Master'" for the month of June. 1 is .
submitted 1ln accordance with C.N.O, 107/49. e

COMMANDER, R,.A,N, A

COMMANDING OFFICER.
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Roygal Australian Naoy

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE
No....... P .

H,M,A.S. "AIR MASTER",

The Commandine Officer,
H,M.A.S. "RUSHCUTTER",

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR MONTH OF JUNE.

On the 2nd., June, at 1010 ship proceeded
to sea to test I,F.F. equipment, in conjunction with H,M.A,S.
"Watson, Thls test was not entirely satisfactory. Evidently
"Alr Master's" equipment was not in rood condition. Ship
secured at "Rughcutter" at 1505.

On the 6th, June, ship slipped and
proceeded to Garden Island for stores, returnine st 113%0.

Ship fuelled from petrol wharf st
Gore Bay on the 1lOth, receivine~ 498 @gallons.

Lieutenant F,E, Wileon, R,A.N. assumed
command of H.M,A.S., "Alr Master" on 14th. June, 1949,

From the lhth, until the 19th, of this
month 1t was glmost impossible to carry out worlk on the upper
deck due to incessant rain. The ship leaked from the super
structure rather badly. I attributed this to new wood work
and the fact that 'til this date only one cosat of palnt had
been appllied. The latter obvliously by some impatient
dockyard employees.

In order to facilitate storing, ship
sllpped and proceeded to carden Island, berthine aloneside
EéEEA'S' "Culeoa" at South Cruiser Wharf at 1615, Wednesday,

It was lntended to carry out an
overhaul of the starboard enerine, at H,M.A.S. "Penruin' on
the 23rd, but the surre at the Wharf was too hegvy for g

S

safe berth, so this was postponed.

The 2nd. leave party proceeded on
Mid-Winter lesve a.m, 27th. June. This virtually immobilized
"Alr Master" and spproval was sousht from F,0.1.C,8., to be
immobllized for the perlod 27th. June to 14th, July, 1949.
Thls was eranted.

The health of the Ship's Comp Was
c00d; the morgle and conduct satlsfactory. =

Ay
LI ENMJT H‘ A"‘ N-

COMMANDING OFFICER -
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St 4539

Royal Australian Nafig.

IN R "PLY PEEASE QUOTHE

" S H.M.A.S. "AIR MASTER",
(8.4A.R. 919).

- lst. June, 1949,

The Commandine Officer,
H,M,A.8, "RUSHCUTTER",

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS = MAY, 1 .

Submitted,

The ship commigsioned at 1300 on May. 20th
and remained at Garden Islsnd until May, g%th. sto%ing ehip.

P.M, the 25th. proceeded to H.M.A.S, "p .
for an adjustment to the petrol pump on the starboérd :ﬂ:gig.

On completion, the ship became overst
H.M.A S "Rusicutter"_p perational and secured at

Remained at "Rushcutter" brineine the shi u
untll the 31st, May, when the ship proceeded to “Pen:ruin% flc::r
an enelne repalr., Secured at "Rushcutter! on completion.

The main eneines have run sati
the exception of g few "teethine! troubleg?' sfactorily with

The health of the ship's company h
and the conduect and morale above avegage. RN AL AN Eaon

b f bt

LI 1, R.ANLR.(8),
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Commonmealth nof Australia,
Bepartment of The Navy.

Roygal Australian Nany.

Date.. <nd December 1946 Reltonie Wooo i e L~ 1 oF

- mEEEIEEEEEEE Emmmw

Subject......tonthly report of proceedings Nowl946.

Submitted.,

Carried out Engine trials on 7th. Remained alongside
for the rest of the month. |

HULL. Condition of /jull appears dquite good. ‘owing bridle has
been refitted in preparation for passage south.

ENGINES. Yrials carried out on the 7th were not particularly
good, while starboard engine appears to be running well at the
present time the same defect tha. was in this engine has now
developed in the port engine at high revs. ‘he spring on the
contact arm in the overspeed governor is very weak and che points
ire E%dly'pitted, and it is thought that this is causing the

b rouble.

- SHIPS COMPANY. Health and conduct good.

Miles steamed during month - 50

Fuel used - 196g.
= Lub. 01l used - nil
Average speed since commissioning 11.2 Y
Total engine running hours Port 559%
tY#be commissioning Starpboard 547%
Mlles steamed since ” 6514

.-"lr-.l

e

Sub Lieufenant R.A.N.R.
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X Commonmealth of Australia.
fepartment of The Nauy.

il el Wi o

Royal Australian Nany.

F Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S. Air Master.

Lk e e e L L Ll T T = WL S R e —

Date....4th November l1948............. . Reference No.. oo <

/o Secretary, Navy Board, through N.O.I.C. Darwin.

Subject..Monthly Report of Proceedings = October 1920,

Submitted:
l. Apart from engine trials on 3rd and 4th and a recreation prip

to Tale Head on the 6th ship remained alongside.
2. HULL
Ship was slipped A.M. 28th and unslipped 4.l 30the Slipping |
revealed traces of teredo worm in the lower rubbing strake, but none
in the hull itself. Hull was cleaned and painted with one coat of
grely anti-fouling. Propellors, shafts, rudders, and A bracket
~ bearings are in good condition.
| d¢ BNGINES
During the trial run on the 3rd a defect again developed 1In
the starboard engine. Engine sbarted missing badly, as on previous
occasions, and cut out altogether at speeds over 1000 revs. On
return to berth the overspeed governor was removed and & new one was
fitted. Trials carried out on the 4th were satisfactory. The
| contact points of the old governor were badly plitted and the spring
| on the contacts was very weak.
| 4, SHIP'S COMPANY:
Health and conduct goode.

5., Miles steamed during the month 74 miles
Fuel used during the month 265 galls
Tube 011l used * " i 2 galls
Average speed since commissioning 11.5 knots
Total engine running hours since commissioning

Port 556%'huurs
Starboard 544+ hours
Miles steamed since commissioning 6264 miles

Sub. Its RsAN R

co NDING OFFICER,
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| RECETVED
S L 0Ty @b anmealtl of Australia,

R 4 -
S AN Riz@ieTny ! Separtment of The Navy.

S 5
-._"H"""""H‘-h—uh-. = 3

i
%ﬁ\/ Roygal Australian Nawy.
/ Date.... Lt QCTQBmplQLLﬁ: ........................... Reference NnDI‘T-SOO/Sp_

To.....SECRETARY.,-NAVAL. BOARD. .THROUGH. NAVAL..OFFICER~IN=CHARGE, DARWIN,

Subject-MONTHL Y- REPORT-- 07 PROCEEDINGS = - SEPTEMBER 5 1946 ¢ -

SUBMITTED:

= Ship remained alongside except on 5th, when at 1725 IK
in company with "AIR CLOUDY", we slipped and proceeded to vicinity of
BEast Point to search for survivors from an R.A.A.F. Douglas CL7
aircraft, which crashed during a test £light.

gl A civil Aviation Control Launch which arrived on the
scene at the same time, picked up three of the survivors, but caught
a line round their screw during the operation. I went alongside
and disembarked their three men, and as "AIR CLOUD" had thé remaining
two members of the crew aboard, we returned to Refit Jetty, Darwin,
arriving at 1815 IK; we landed the men and returned to berth inside

Main Jettye.
ENGINES AND BATTERIES.,

3 Engines are running satisfactorily, and batteries are in
good condition.

SHIP 'S COMPANY.

Wi

3 Lo | Conduct and health very good : S
5e Miles steamed during month 15 milese.
Fuel used " o 30 gallonse.
Lube 0il used " a - sy
Average speed since commissioning '11.6 knots ;
Total engine running hours " PORT 5273 hours.
" " " 1 aTBD -536 =
Miles steamed since commissioning 6190

S'I.I'b—Iaie'll El'ﬂ"b " !l A- lﬂ'. R.

\77[7&1:“-—/ COMMANDING OFFICER. |
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" LETTER DATED 5th SEPTEMBER, 19465 5/ A
| B S S o P L

| s
REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - AUGUST, 19L6. fa (5)

m. 600/9- Vrf /"'

The Secre'tary’
NAVAL BOARD.

w Forwarded for the information of the Naval Board.

-in-Charge, Dgrwin.

Naval Headquarters, . Naval Off
DARMli.lllliHiT_l
7th September, 1946.

1%
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St 6559

Commomealth of Australia.
Bepartment of The Nany.

Roygal Australian Namy.
F rnmGOMDIHGGFFICERIH-Ht&:SA“AIHMSTEH‘; e
I}.—;nathSEPTmm'194ﬁ‘Hﬁfmencf* hUDH.EOO/Qg .

To.... SHECRETARY, NAVAL BOARD THROUGH NAVAL OFFICER=IN=CHARGE DARWIN.
Subject MONTHLY REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS = AUGUST, 1946,
SUBMITTED:

On 4th and 15th proeceeded with ™Air Cloud" on trial

runs to determine speeds and courses neeessary for Governocr-
General's inspeetion of the harbour.

2e - The Governor«(eneral and the Duchess of Gloucester >
and the offieial party, including N, CeleCs, General MNiller,
Commander Gower, and the Administrator, boarded ship at 1600 IK
18the We then proceeded, in company with "Air Cloud" ,» OB &
tour of inspection of the wrecks, Channel Island Leper Station,

&nd other points of interest round the harbour, returning at
1700 IK.

Se At 0500 21st with Surg. Lt. Brett, proceeded to Cape
Don to embark female aborigine for admittance to Darwin Hospital.
Arrived Cape Don 1100 departed 1110 IK. Arriving Darwin 1650

We disembarked patient, and returned to bertk inside main jetty.
As patient was T,B. suspect, 211 mess utensils were thorcughly
sterilized, and bedding was sent to hospital for fumigation,

4, Ship remained alongside for remainder of month.
ENGINES AND BATTERIES.,

Se Defect referred to in July's report again develcped
after the run on the 15the Another set of new plugs was fitted
on the 16th, snd engine trials on that date were satisfactory.
1500 revs, were maintained for eleven hours on the trip to Cape
Don, and there was no reecurrence of the troubles However, it
is not econsidered that the trouble has been rectified, only

temporarily overcome, for the cause of the trouble is not defin-
itely known,

SHIPS COMPANY,

6o Half the Ship's Company were sent to the Recreation Cam
&t Nightscliffe for weekend 9th to 1lth August, and members of ;

the Ship's Company participated in a game of Australian Rules for
Small Ships, against the ATmMYe ’
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Te Conduet and health of all has been very goode
8e Ship completed two years in ecommission on 3lst.
Miles steamed during month 318 miles
Fuel used . ” 895 gallse
Lube oil used "* " 5 gallse
Average speed since commissioning 1lel knots.

Total onﬁine running hours ™ PORT 526% hours.
. » " " STBD 534 "
Miles steamed since commissioning 6175 miles,

Subelieljtenant, ReAsNuRos
COMMANDING CFFICERe
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j  URTE T AV
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il ‘(rmhﬁmmqézpom OF PROCEEDINGS - JULY, 1946.) A\mmg

11\

L
| . The Secretary,
NAVAL BOARD.,
-~ !
‘//fﬁ Forwarded for the information of the Naval Board.

@ V7:

/
N CA INs
Naval Headgnarters, Naval Officer -Charge, Darwin.
DARWINI-# » lIN'T.

ni%
, : M = i A
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Commmunealth of Australia,
Brpartment of The Nauny.

Roygal Australian Namy.
From...... THE COMMANDING OFFICER, H.M.A.S. "ATR MASTER" . ..
Date......... . DTH _AUGUST, 1946 .. .. . Reference Now..oooooo.
To..... SECRETARY, NAVAL BOARD (THROUGH .NAVAL OFFICER. -IN-CHARGE

DARWIN) ,

Subject..... MONTHLY REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS . = JULY

Submitted:

Apart from engige trials on 3rd, 16th, 23rd, 27th
and 31st ship remained alongside.

HULL Condition is satisfactory. Canvas covering on deck is
beginuning to 1lift along the seams, but no leaks in the deck are
apparent,

ENGINES Early in the month the Starboard engine started missing
at 1600 revs. and above. Before defect was finally rectified, the
coils and condensers were tested and replaced. Distributors and
leads, ignition tmming and valve taming were checked, carburetors
were removed, cleaned and tested and a new set of spark plugs
fitted. It is not known definitely what caused this defect, but
it is considered that the trouble may have been caused by faulty
plugs and possibly dirty carburetors. Four sets of spark plugs
were tried all told, but the first three sets were old plugs and -
may have broken down under load. However, a new set has now been
fitted and the trouble has apparently been rectified.

SHIPS COMPANY
Conduct and health has been very good. Work performed

by Leading Stoker A.W., Goddard on the Starboard Engine is worthy g
of a more highly trained man, and I am more than satisfied with e
his work in the engine room.

Miles steamed during month 113 miles
Fuel used " = 390 galloms
Lube 0j] used " " f= =8
Average speed since commissioning 11.2 knots
Total engine running hours " PORT 503 hours

" " " _ 1 " aTRD 51 LI-E i
Miles steamed since commissioning 5857 miles ,

Average speed since commissioning for June, 1946 should
ots not 19.32 knots.

ENANT R.A.N.R,
COMMANDING OFFICER
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Commmonmealth of Australia, N bmle'

Hepartment of The Nawny.

Rogal Australion Namy.
From..THE. COMMANDING.OFFICER,. H.M.A.S.. "ATR MASTER" . .

Dute.... 208 .J0LY. 5. AMb. ... IRETCTOREE B ol e N

To.......THE..SECRETARY, - NAVAL BOARD,..(THROUGH. NAVAL.OFRICER~IN=CHARG
JN)

==

Subject. MONTHLY REPORT. OF.PROCEEDINGS .= J

Submitted: Ship remained alongside until A.M.19th when

we were slipped for routine inspection. Engine trials were carried
out on 25th and 26th.

paint was in quite good condition. While on slip, hull was cleaned

and painted with one cogt copper anti-fouling paint. Condition of
propellers, .shafts, rudders and "A" Bracket bearings was very sat-
isfactory. ©Sea cocks were inspected and found correct. Ship unslipped
A.M, 20th June.

ENGINES 100 hour overhaul was carrged out. While on trials on 25th
starboard engine was surging and missing badly. Valve timing chain
was tightened and spark plugs changed. Trials on 26th were satisfactory,

h HULL Sllpplng_revealed no trace of teredo worm and copper metallic

SHIP'S COMPANY During my absence on 21st June, Coxswain, Leadimg
Seaman P,A, Phillippe damaged his right hand when a detonator, with
which he was fishing, exploded in his hand. He was admitted to Darwin
Districet Hospital. Detonator was obtained from a civilian who also

was fishing on the wharf.

\ Miles steamed during month 56 miles
uel used . - 235 gallons
0il used | . o 26 gallons
| Gallons per mile g o™ per mile
| Average speed since comm1531on1ng 19«32 knots
Total englne hours " Port h99§ hours
1 " 1 " Stbad 507 1"
Miles steamed " M o 57h4 miles

ff*éﬁﬂﬁ
1&ﬁ> o
‘- :
= W '9¥ gy { TRINGINT R.ALR.
. _ COMART, e T
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A Commonnealth of Australia,
Aepartment nf The Nany.

Rogal Australion Namy.
From... The Commanding Qfficer, H.M.A.S. "AIR MASTER" . . .

Date.... 508 Ju08, 196 . ... Referente Now ..o oo

Lo 0 Bﬁﬂfﬁtﬁh¥4“NAMﬁLmBQARD+“LmhﬁﬂughmﬂﬁialmQﬁﬁiﬁﬁk;iﬂ:ﬂhﬁrge
DARWIN) .

Subject. MONTHLY.  REPQRT.OF PROCEEDINGS . — 2 3ORE .

Submbtted: :
Apart from recreational trips with

personnel from "MELVILLE" to Talc Head, distant 4 miles,

on 5th and 15th, ship remained alongside until 1655IK, 19th

when, in accordance with instructions, we proceeded £0 West

Point Beach to join H.M.A. "M.S.L. 708" in search for rating
believed drowned when dinghy capsized.

2o The body was recovered from the beach A.M.

20th and placed aboard this ship at 0/35IK. We then returned

to Darwin, arriving 0840IK, 20th, where Medical Officer "MELVILLE"
met ship with ambulance. We then proveeded to our berth and
secured alongside "AIR CLOUD".

Se Ship remained alongside for remainder of month

L. Hull appears to be in quite good condition.
Engines and batteries: Condition of both is satisfactory
Ships Company: Conduct and health very good.

Distance Steamed during month: 49 miles
" " " gince commissioning 5688 "
Fuel used during month 200 gallons .
Lubricating o0il used during month 1% galloms
Gallons per mile during month 1108
Average speed since commissioning 11.31 knots
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RECEIVED /% < TN
: 27 FERFMAS otheasn R s
et m.--rr.«vw \ Lol | \» 9\ /
N A wﬂﬂ” - i & S E-T P
Letter from The Commanding Officer, .l e

"RUSHCUTTER" dated 1l3th February, 3#6
Ref. Te91/300.) 5\0 LN,.L* M

MO v REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS — JANUARY, 1946 -
HeM. A, S. "AIR MASTER .

11,

BeSe 511/250/240.
The Secretary,

:D. V- / NAVAL BOARD,
Forwarded for the information of the

0
(/V . " ] X Naval Board in accordance with Confidential Commonwealth

Navy Order 19/L5.
ES“?:?»\ﬂf\?dh

Mgear-édmi rale.

Office of Flag Officer-in-Charge, NeSeWe,
Naval Base Headquarters,
Potts Point, Sydney,.

2 6 FEB 1946
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From.....

Date..........

Subject.......

T

OFFICE OF THE

T / Bt 6339
RS o)A
Qommonmealth of Australia, | oooemeloo
Bepartment nf The Navy. Q_M_, 2
Royal Australian Namy.
The Commanding. Officer,. H.W.A.S.. "Busheutter® . ... |

13th _February,..1946...... Reference No....Te91/300. ..

The Flag. Officer-in-Charge., Sydney.,

(Copy to Secretary, Naval Board, Melbourne)

ONTHLY REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS -~ JANUARY 1940 . ..
HM.A, S, "AIR MASTER"

Submitted for information, the attached report

of proceedings for the .month of January, 1946 from H,M.A.S.
"AIR MASTER",

VR L W ¢

A/Captain o N,
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The Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S. "Alr Master”
1st February, 1946,
The Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S. "Rushcutter”

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR JANUARY 1946
SUBMITTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH NO,97/43 AND C,C.N.0,19/4

From 18t to 22nd January "Air Master" was berthed at

"Rushcutter" awaiting refit. Engines were tested weekly during

this period.

On 22nd, A.M., proceeded to Gore Cove and discharged

176 gals. petrol at the Shell wharf, thence returning to "Rushcutter”.

2

On 23rd the boat was taken to Garden Island and after

being floated into a cradle, was hoisted on to the oil wharf for

the refit to be executed, ' Heads have been taken off both englnes
for top overhaul. Bottom of the boat was scraped free of shell

and a coat of special copper paint applied. A new piece of wood was
let into the port chine where it had been eaten by borer. The hull
was given an undercoat of grey and to date one coat of black.

3.
4.

Health and morale of ship's company are satisfactory.

Efficiency report:-

Main Engines Undergoing top overhaul.
Batteries Satisfactory.

W/T Set Awaiting overhaul-Unserviceable,
Radio Compass Satisfactory.

Radar (I.F.F.) Satisfactory.

Guns Good,

Hull Being repaired and repainted.
Underwater gear Being repaired.

Monthly Figures:-

Distance steamed during month 24 liles

Hours under way " " 2% Holirs
- " " on one engine Nil
Average speed for month 9.6 knots
Gallons of fuel expended during month 70 Gallons
" " ] ] per hour 28 1]

Total distance steamed since
commissioning 4785 Miles

Total hours under way 407
Average speed 11.7 knots
Date Commissioned 31st August,

1944,

(Sgd.) ©N. Shield
Sub. Lieut. R.AN.V.R.
Co ndi Office

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIG1072675



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1072675



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

The Commanding Officer, H.M,A.S. "Alr Master"

1st Pebruary, 1946,
The Commanding Officer, H.¥.,A.S5. "Rushcutter"

From 1st to 2°nd January "Air laster" was berthed at
"Rusheutter" awaiting refit. Engines were tested weekly during

this period. On 22nd, A.M., proceeded to Gore Cove and discharged
176 gals. petrol at the Shail wharf, thence returning to "Rusheutter”,

2. On 23rd the boat was taken to Garden Island and after
being floated into a cradle, was hoisted on to the oll wharf for
the refit to be executed. eads have bheen taken off both engines
for top overhaul, Bottom of the boat was scraped free of shell

and a coat of special copper paint applied. A new plece of wood was
let into the port chine where it had been eaten by borer. The hull
was given an undercoat of grey and to date one coat of black.

3 Health and morale of ship's company are satisfactory.
4., Efficiency report:-
Main Engines Undergoing top overhaul.
Batteries * Satisfactory.
W/T Set Awaiting overhaul-Unserviceable,
Radlo Compass Satisfactory.
Radar (I.F.F.) Satisfactory.
Guns Good.
Hull Being repaired and repainted.
Underwater gear Being repalired.
S Monthly Figures:-
Distance steamed during month 24 iles
Hours under way " " 2% Holirs
. - " on one engine Nil
Average speed for month 9.6 knots
Gallons of fuel expended during month 70 Gallons
" » N " per hour 28 =

Total distance steamed since

commissioning 4785 iMiles
Total hours under way 407
Average speed 11.7 knots
Date Commissioned J1ist tugu;:i
1 "

(Sgd.) N. Shield
Sub. Lieut. R.A.N.V.R,

Commanding Officer,
&
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Conmanding Officer, H.M.A.8, "AR MASTER"
12 January 1945

tted in accordance with a._s.;o. 97
. ~

The officer, H.HM.A.5, "RUSHOUTTER",
o y Halhale .
2 i ! | -:_!'1: J__I-i_ ,I'ilih.rl*- I‘.f :ha.ﬂuz.l.la "..._.

and C.CoN,04

H.M.A.B8., "AIR HASTER"

deh.3., "AIR HIST*" was being towed _

From 18t to 5th lLecember,

At

in company with ¥,

seas calm,

e

RCDIGTO72675
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Ll.A.B. "AIR MASTER" remained at Newecastle
ﬁﬁuu«ﬂuﬁlm when Newcastle was left at

s for w with H.:f;‘a’ "JUNEE" . At 2&m
course was q-dnv " MASTER"™ berthing
H.M.A.3, "RUSHCUTTER ting refit.

R .

Se Health and morale of ship's company are
satisfactory.
Ge
Mumn. Operating
on loan setl,
m
Satiarnstevy
Mh‘m
m&wm
Te

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1072675



rrrrrrr

RLDINGS - NOVE

_OF PROC:

11
M lelbde3ele55

The Secretary,
‘Naval Board,

MELBOURNE, S.C.1
Submitted for the information of the

Naval Boarde

W

DN/
Office of N,0.I.C.

M CCAS.
Gf 4. Ro)¥ Eﬁﬁgfjéﬁhary, 1946,

= RN,
OFFICER-IN~-CHARGE, MOLUCCAS
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© 7 g plommanding Officer, H.,M.A. 8. "Air Master" letter of

Eb_h_ NO mber 1%_#

OHT“OF PROCEEDINGS - ACTOBER, 1945.

T L L . o E i

¥ 1.4.3.1.55 489 /

The Secretary,
Naval Board é

MELBOURNE, S.C.1.
Submitted for the information

of the Nawval Board.

-~
4

#iowr (w0l X
uwl'

A/ |
NAVA OFFIGERPIN-CHAHGE MOLUCCAS.

Office of N.0.I.C.,

MOLUCCAS.
29 November, 1945.

W,
_—

&

—_—
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H.M.A.S. "AIR MASTER"Y,
THE SECRETARY,
NAVAL BOARD, 5th November, 1945,
Through NOIC MOLUCCAS.

REPORT OF PROCEFDINGS FOR OCTOBER 1945
(Submitted in accordance with N.0,97/43 & C.C.N.O.

19/45.)

From 1lst to 12th October boat was on stgtion at Balikpapan
for air sea rescue duties, but no operations were carried out.
On 13th, with R.A.A.F. Officers aboard, a tour of the harbour
was made to select a flying~boat base, the ex~P.T. Base being
selected,
2. At O711 I on l4th, proceeded to Tanahgrogot, conveying
G.0.C. 7 Div, A.I.F., and staff, returning to Balikpapan at 1608 I
the same day, On return the boat was put out of commission owing
to a leaking oil cooler core in the port engine, and the 300
| hours refit being necessary., Repairs to the oil cooler core
not being satisfactory, a new one was obtained and after trials
on 20th the boat resumed station for A,S.R. duties.
3. On 25th proceeded to Sanga Sanga and Samarinda, with
G.0.C. 7 Div, and staff aboard, returning to Sanga Sanga. for the
night. Next mnrniné carried on up river to Tenggarong, returning
to Balikpapan at 1847 I and resuming station for A.S.R. duties.
At request of R.A.A.F., moved two Catalina buoys to safer positions
f A on 30th., this concluding operations for the month,

k. Health and morale of ship's company are satisfactory.
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Page 2.

EFFICIENCY REPORT -

mengineﬂ ceseOsscrs e 8D

BattEI'iEE OoR ®e sDee s taes 0 g

: x W/T Set (- - O BE-R-A-O O BN BN BB N BN B -
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Mn cms‘a L O O O BN N BN OB B RN BB
VIH.FI Mn -:l..iliililiil
mdar (I.FIF'I) @ 8 8 5 8 8 b B 8 FO 8BS

Gmﬂ [ I B O B BB B AE- I B RN BN BB B OB N AN N W

Hull LB BN B N B L NN B BN N AR BN B O N N

la
Satisfactory

Unserviceable. Opérating on
loan set,

Satisfactory

Satisfactory

Satisfactory

Good

Affected by borers. Awaiting

sailing instructions to

lMacassar for slipping and repairs.

MONTHLY FIGURES, -
Distance steamed during month

Hours under way during month

escesssssns Il.lsmilﬁﬂ
z‘-"--... E

Hours under way on one engine during month NIL

Average speed for month 14.93 knots
Gallons of fuel expended during month 1296
Gallons of fuel experded per hour Lb .29

Total distance steamed since commissioning 4061

Total hours under wy
Average speed
Date commissioned

335%
12.1 knots

31st Aug. 44

COMMANDING OFFIGER

M 14

H M AS. AR MASTER
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HM.A.S."AIR MASTER" - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

kS A RT e SEPTEMBER 1945.

11

The Secretary,
Naval Board,

MELBOURNE, S,C,1.

Submitted for the information of the
Neval Board., Tt is intended to slip this craft at Macasser,

Office of Naval QOfficer-in-
Charge, Moluccas,
17 October, 1945,

0 H1-h-3.1i55 |

243
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ROYAL AUS AN NAVY

& H.M.A,.S8, "YAIR MASTER"™,
y 1 October, 1945,

The Secretary
Naval Board, (thruugh.H;O.I.c. Moluccas).

Submitted in accordance with N.0., 97/43 and
C.C.N.0. 19/45,

During the month of September boat was on
station for air-sea rescue duties at Balikpapan, On 1 September
assisted Catalina to alight and moor, arranging transport to shore
for personnel, At the request of R,A,A.F., V.H,F, radio tesis
were carried out with H,M, A, S. "GASCOYNE" on the 4th, and on the
5th P.M. boat proceeded outside harbour and carried out radio tests
with R,A.A.F., Fighter Control,

e On 6th and 14t%th, U.S8., "Mariners" were assisted to
alight, but other than these no further operations were carried out
until the 22nd, At 0800 on 22nd, boat proceeded to Sangsa Sanga
and Samarinda with the Port Directur and Army officers aboard,

The Koetei River was entered through Moeara Pegah, whence the

light poat had been removed and beacons cut down, Boat re-

turned to Balikpapan at 1500I on 23rd, No further operations were
carried out until 26th,

Da On 28th, with R,A,A.F, officers aboard, a search

was conducted for a wreclied Catalina believed to have crashed some
X months ago, The remains of the plane were located near Telokwaroe,
This concluded operations for the month,

L, Health and morale of ship's company are satisfactory,
De Efficiency Report -

Main engines - Good,

Batteries - Satisfactory,

W/T set - Unserviceable, Operating on

| temporary set,

Radio Compass - satisfactory.

V.H.F., Radio - Satisfactory,

Radar (I.F.F.) - Satisfactory,

Guns - Good.

Hull - Affected by borers in both
chines, 3 planks and starboard
spray strip, Unable to take
under-water survey owing to
cloudy water, Have requested
docking and survey,

6. Monthly Figures-
Distance steamed during month - 277 miles
Hours under way - 222 miles
" " “on one engine during month - Nil
Aversge speed for month - 12,45 knots
Gallons nf fuel axpended during month - 840
5 per hour - 3715
Total dlatance steamed since commissioning - 3643 miles
- hours under way - 30?%
Average speed - 5 knots
Date commissioned - 31 August '44
el 5
(sgd) N. Shields. ol 2

/
SUB. LIEUTENANT. R.A.N.R,
coLY ' “DING OFFICER,

- % \ o -
— T y
— - R < ] '\--\...".‘.

e ——— H‘.—i“"f - - ____.,_‘__'.___hjl
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Office 0f N.OosleCo
New Guinea. lladang.
26th August, 1945,

The Secretary,
Naval Board,

VELBOURNE.
W*' HelleAoeS. "AIR MASTER™ - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS JULY, 1945,
A
CTN H@' Forwarded for the information of the Naval Board.
i\l.\(.

A/Captain Re.Ad.N.
Naval Officer in Charge
Hew Guinea.
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(COPY)

FROM COMMANDING OFFICER HelMleAeS. "AIR NMASTER"
DATE 1st August, 1945,
|
TO Secretary, aval Board, through N.0.I.Ce New Guinea.

SUBJECT REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR MONTH OF JULY, 1945,

Submitted in accordance with T.0. 97/43 and C.C.N.0. 19/45.
From A.M. 1lst July to AM 3rd, boat was en route from Ilorotai to
Balikpapan, being towed by "Cootamundra™.

2e Un arrival at Balikpapan, came under the operational

control of 18t Re.A«Fs, ReAsAFo, being employed mainly in transporting
blood, urgent medical supplies and mail from Catalinas to shore,

and taking out wounded and mail. Owing to mines this work was

carried out outside harbour and the swell rendered it difficult to

g0 alongside pontoons without damage. When moving out from pontoon
All 9%h, struck submerged cable and damaged port rudder., Dlivers

from A.R.S. 19 replaced it with spare ruvdder PN 9th.

Se From AM 10th to M 1l4th carried on same work inside

harbour. Alr strip was tThen available, supplies and mail being landed
there, releasing us from the work. From 15th to 31lst, boat was

on station for A.S.R. duties.,

4. On 23rd, A.M., proceeded to llanggar Inlet, where R.A.A.F.
requested we establish base, but a sandbar across the entrance

rendered it unsuitable. On 26th PM superintended removal of

swamped barge drifting round harbour and constituting danger to
shipping. During an air raid, AM 27th, proceeded outside harbour

to stand by until our fighter planes landed. On 30t ANM phone =
wateh at oe 5 dock on line direct to Fighter Sector was commenced,

thus releasing batteries of the strain of constant R/T watch.

De Health and morale of ship's company are satisfactorye.
Ge Efficiency report -

1'fain engines good

Batteries gatisfactory

/T set Undergoing repairs, temporary set

installed, satisfactory.

Radio Compass gsatisfactory

V.H.F. 8et gatisfactory.

RADAR (I.F.F.) gatisfactory

Guns good

Hull good, Routine slipping due 3rd August.
e llonthly Figures

Distance steamed during month 411 miles

Hours under way during month 40+

Hours under on one engine Hil

Average speed for month 10,1 knots

Galhons of fuel expended during month 1070

" " " " per hour 26 4

Total distance stecamed gince commissioning D838

Total hours under way " " 274%

Average speed 11.8 knots

Date Commissioned - 3lst August, 1944,

(Sgd) Ne Shield
Sub Lieutenant ReAlVeRe
COMMANDING OFFICER.
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E 2 AU 15 \ New Guinea, Madang,
: " [

L
The Secretary,
Navel Board,

MELBOURNE .

PROCEEDINGS, JUNE

REPORT OF "ATR MASTER"

| Jﬁi
Submi tted for the information of the Naval Bpard.

’ L . L4

Officer in Charge,
G'uinea. (Ai O-D. ) ®
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COFY.
ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY. /

HeM.A.S. "AIR MASTER".
Lth July, 19]4-5;

The Secretary,
Naval Bpard (through N.0.I.C. New Guinea).

Submitted in accordance with N.0., 97/43 and C.C.N.O. 19/L5.

At 0001 on 1lst June boat was en route from Biak to
Morotai, being towed by U.S. small ship "Comara."  Gunnery trials
were carried out, and the starboard outer gun, which had
previously given trouble, operated satisfactorily.

Morotali was reached and tow cast off at 0900I on 3rd,
After reporting to "PLATYPUS", contact was made with Ist
T.A.Fe, R.A.A.F., and bost was assigned to 80 Wing for operations.
This was later altered, as boat was allocated to Balik Papan.

From Lth to 7th boat was on station for operations.
On 8th generator was overhsuled, but charging rate was low.
No operations up to 1llth June,

On 12th special "air support" radio tests were carried
out, R.A.A.F. personnel conducting the tests with new portable
i radio,

Generator was removed from boat to "PLATYPUS" for
repairs, and on l3th and 1Lth boat was out of commission while
200 hours refit was effected. On 15th further "air support"
radio tests were carried out by R.A.A.F. personnel, proving
gsatisfactory.

On 17th June auxiliary generator was reinstalled and
proved satisfactory. From 18th to 27th boat was on station
for operations; at the same time preparations were made for the
tow to Balik Papan, stores, ammmunition and fuel being procured
and towing bridle overhauled.

At 1600I on 28th boat was teken in tow by H.M.A.S.
"COOTAMUNDRA", and tow to Balik Papan commenced. At 20021
on 29th the tow rope snapped, and boat proceeded under power
until 11LOI on 30th, when repesired tow-rope was taken on and
additional towing bridle rigged, as original bridle was
chafing. At 2400I on 30th boat was still in tow en route
to Balik Papan.

Genersl - Fire and action stations exercised
I‘egulal‘lz?'- _
Heslth of Personnel - Petty Officer Guy C.J. wes treated
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on H.M.,A.S, "PLATYPUS" for multiple folliculitis and Able Seaman
Griffith E.D. for leftotitis extemsa, Otherwise health was good.
Able Seaman Ellingford, J.B. rejoined ship A.M. 1l6th June from
3/1L Australisn Field Amb, Hospital, Aitspe.

Drafts of personnel - Inwards, A.B. Ellingford, as above,
Outwards, nil.
Efficiency Report - Main engines - good
Batteries - good
W/T set - satisfactory
Guns = good
Hull - good, Bottom requires cleaning.
Routine slipping due 3rd August,.

Distence steamed during month - 491 miles
Hours under way = " =~ B4 hours
i . on one engine - nil
Average speed for month - 9.1 knots
Gallans of.fuel expended during month - 1320
e per hour - 2L
Total dlstance s teamed since commissioning - 2821 m,

Average speed v . . -12 knots
Totel hours under way . " " - 23l
Date commissioned., 31lst August 194,

(Sgd.) N. Shield

Sub-Lieutenant R.A. . V.R.
Commanding Officer,
B.M.,A.S., "AIR MASTER",
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IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE
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The Secretary,
Naval Board,

JELBOURNE .
H.M.A.S, "ATR MASTER'"
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Iith June, 1945,

The Secretary,
, Naval Board,

Submitted in sccordance with C.C.I.0. 19 /L5 through
N.0.I.C. New Guinea - Letter of Proceedings for month of lay, 1945,

On 18t May ship wes at lladang, having wireless aerial
erected by Port W/T Office in an.endeavour to better both reception
and transmission., Proceeded to Alexishafen P,ll.

On 2nd and 3rd ship was doeked, bottom cleaned and
anti-fouled, and hull painted. Shipwrighis and B.A. worked aboard
until P.ll., on 5th, when ship re turned to Madang.

At 1800K on 6th ship sailed for Aitape, stiriking very
heavy wind, rain and seas around Cape Oroiselles. AL Q800K on /the.,
when off Schouten Island, turned back for Hansa Bay owing U0 excessive
fuel conswption for dsitance made good, and leading Oil cooler core
in port engine. At Hansa Bay, replacement oil cooler sent irTom
Alexishafen was fitted on 9th., and at OLOOK on 10th ship sailed for
Aitepe, arriving there at 1630K.

Prom 41th 14th ship was on station at Aitape Tor A.S.R.
duties. Signals Officer and Sergeant from 71 Wing, R.A.A.F., came
aboard and checked W/T on 15the., finding two coils burnt out in receiven
Temporary repairs were effected, radio still being very little improved
on its previous performance. At 1920K, when returning to mooring f'rom
watering at Seleo Island, submerged object struck port propellor,
damaging blades. |

7rom 16th to 218t ship remained at Aitape awailting tow
to Hollandia for repairs. At 1700K on 22nd U.S, small ship RCOMARA"

' commenced towing, but after 1% hours towing standard bridle of 3" sisal
—pnapped. A Jury bridle of L4F maifilla was rigged and tow continued,
Hollsndia harbour being entered at 0800I on 25rd., and U.S. divers
fitted new propeiior, On 2hth to 26th. the damaged propellor was

straightened and faulty oil coder core held on boerd repaired, An
attempt to secure replacement parte-Lor /T was not successiul,
At 14L00I on 27th ship ssiled—Lfor Tana Merah Bay in
company with "AIR MIST", arriving ab 1630. PFuel tanks were filled, and
e at 0630I on 28th both boats sailed for Wakde, which was reached at
11153, A party of U.S. and Dutch officers wes taken o Masi llasi Is.
to obtain information from natives, returning to Wakde at 16401, Tuel
was taken aboard, |
At OLL5BI on 29tH both boats sailed for Biak, arriving
at 1430I, On 30th new bridle was rigged and tow rope procured, and at
0800I on 31st both boats were taken in tow for lMorotal by U.2. small
ship "COIARA".
,%%E%E%;,— Pire and Action stations exercised regularly.
BRALTI OF PERSOIIEL. A/B Ellingford, J.Des; O/Ne S.P.1457 was landed
a0 adnitied o 3714 Aust., Pield.Amb. hospital at Altape on 17th., with
cellulitis in right anikle. |
TS OF PERSOINEL. Outward, S.P.1458, A/B Bllingford, J.D., to 3/14

10 o HEEI}i tELl, ?_.M. on 1 ?th- Inwﬂrﬂ-ﬁ .e iI"Till

Total engine hours of each engine for month e wen o 0de

i . " " - " gince commissioning ... 1804

" i i " " " " installatlobe ees 80,
Total mileage for math (Including being towed, e sse 10D3s

! i e " gExcluﬁing i & 3 oa p i O
.A?EI'H.EE SPEEG. TEYEEEEE TEEEREEE .. on 0 13«!9 knois,.
Fuel consumed sease sna e essecenas . s e 21—165 gﬂllﬂnﬂ.
Condition of Ship - Good. Condition of Engines -~ Good,

Condition of W/T Set ~ Very Unsatisfactory.
Condition of Batteries = Tgir,

e (Sgd.,) N. sShield.
- Sub~T,ieutenant R, A N, V.R.
Cormanding Officer, H,U,A.5. "AIR MASTER", E
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aw ﬂngal Australian Nuvy.
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NIV 269/ - }‘ B "‘ 330v |

| Office of N.O0.,I.C.
] SRR L R New Guinea, Madang,
[h | | 30th May, 1945. ﬂﬁﬂ/

The Secretary, W

Naval Board,
MELBOURNE ,

H M, A.S."ATR MASTER" -~ REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - APRIIL

Submitted for the information of the Naval Board,

\ M—
> Captain R.A.N.
NI5 Rio‘f) Naval \Officer in Charge

New Guinea.
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(copy)

HM.A.S. "AIR MASTER"
1ST MAY, 1945,

The Secretary,
NAVAL BOARD,

Submitted in accordance with C.C.N,0. 19/45 through
Naval Officer in Charge, New Guinea, Letter of Proceedings for
month of April, 1945,

From 1 st to 7th, ship was on station at Madang for
A.S.R, duties, and radio compess Jjunction box and wiring were
being installed by 3 Rel.M.U., R.AAF,

On 8th proceeded to Hansa Bay with urgent stores and
brought back one seriously ill and ten other A,I.F. personnel,
On return journey oil coel core in starboard engine conmenced
to leak,

On 9th proceeded to Alexishafen where from 10th to 12th
100 hour refit was executed and new oil cooler core of li.L. type
was fitted, On 13th returned to Madang and resumed station for
A.S.R. duties,

From 14th to 23rd ship was on station at Madang for
A.S.R. duties, during ehich time efforts were made by 35 Rel.lM.U.
R.A.A.F, and Port W/T Office to improve W/T reception and
transmission which were very poor.

_ On 24th participated in combined A.S.R. exercise in
conjunction with Catalina flying boat. Exercise was successful
in that raft was located and picked up but W/T communication was
very unstaisfactory.

From 25th to 28th while on station for A.S.R. duties,
Port W/T Office continued work on W/T, rigging new 2 wire aerial
which considerably lessened interference and greatly improved
both transmission and reception when under way.

On 29th proceeded on combined commnications test with
Catalina, Tests had just commenced when oil cooler core in port
engine was found to be leaking badly. EXercise was cancelled and
ship put in to Alexishafen for repairs., On 30th the faulty core
was repaired and refitted, and ship returned to Madang,

General - Fire and action stations exercised regularly.

Heal th of personnel -~ HP84 P,0, Guy C.J. to "Madang"
for medical treatment, for infected rash on legs, otherwise good.

Draf'te of personnel-

Outwards - 9/4/45 HP 84 P,0, Guy C.J. $0 Madang for

medical treatment,
9/L/4L5 PA L4589 0/Tel Greeg R.A. to "ladang"
coastal craft pool.

2u/L/45 JLho222 Sgt. Shipton W.L., to "Air Host",

Inwards - 6/4/45 420676 Flt.Sgt. Judge J.5, £rom "Rushecutter",
6/L/L4L5 LL0222 Sgt. Shipton W.L. to "RIE“E&Etr,
2h/L /L5 1439977 Sgt. Clark F.M. from “Air Host",
29/L/45 HP8L P,0, Guy CeJd., from "Madang".
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Total mileage for month

Aversge Speed,

Fuel consumed

Condition of ship -
: " engines -

W/T set -

" n
n n

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

o B o

engine for month L22
" since cormissioning 1203
" installation 1
L72
1490 gals.

Good

Good but o0il cooler cores are an apparent
weakness

Performance unstaisfactory.

batteries - Good,

(Sgd) N, Shield
Sub lieutenant R.A.N.V.R.
COMMANDING OFFICER.
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St 4539 -

ST ﬁggal; Australian Nauy.

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

wileGe 269/41

. el NEW GUINTA, IADANG.
B A 7th APRIL, 1945,

' The Secretary,
Naval Bo&ard,
I‘:ELBOU R:NE -

(Cory to:- The Commanding Officer,
HelleAeS. "RUSHCUTTER".)

HelMsAeSe "AIR MASTER" - REPORT OF PROCTET D=
INGS, MARCH, 1940,

Stbmitted for the information of the Naval Board.

\
\L\?\a .A,/C TAIN ReAsNo
' NAVAL DFFICER IN CHARGE,
NEW GUINFTA.
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IN REPLY PIWASE QUOTE

A.MAS, “ATR MASTER”.

10, W, fC?‘fJ

Jﬁjmm/\a(, Naval Lpard (Wmam MM
,JM - @Wv?ffp/wueﬁvf, qulfa’

Mk 16T~ froceeoted T Iy ¥ evacwaliot derpously LERANF
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