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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

(COPY )

_ FROM: - COMIANDING OFFICER, HoM.A:S. "AIR MERCY".

. DATE : 3rd March, 1946.
TO - The Secrevary, Naval Board, through N.0.I.C. N.G.
SUBJECT : RREPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR FiIBRUARY, 194

Submitted in accordance with C.N.0. 97/43 and C.C.N.0. 19/45.

24 On February 3rd "Air Mercy" proceeded from Biak-Sorido
Harbour to Japen Island and return.
Se A/B Tester and 0/D Hodge arrived from Madang by Courier
replacing A/B Holland snd Puller on Feb. 5th.
L. A/B Puller discharged to 89 0.B.U. for Sydney for Demob.
Lieutenant R. Trimble arrived from lorotai Feb. 6th,
Da Lieut. Trimble assumed command. Slipsed from Sorido
Harbour on settling down run - February 7th.
6. Feb. 12th proceeded to Oivi Island and return testing
engines owing to ignition disorder, Engines still not satisfactory,.
Ts Feb. 1L th proceeded for further trisls which were satis-
factory, |
8. ®eb, 1/7/th proceeded to Sarmi on way to Madang.
9. February 18th proceeded from Sarmi to Hollandia.
10 Feb. 19th proceeded from Hollandia to fuel and water,
413 Feb. 2 exerciged fire gtations.
12, Timing Taulty. Checked and gdjusted by engineroom _
staff on Feb. 22nd and 23rd. ;
13a Carried out engine trigls in Humbolt Bay and nearby
satisfactorily.
1L, Retained for week in all in Hollandia awaiting clafife
ication of position of jeep and weapdn carrier to go to Sydney.
15. Proceeded escorting R.A.A.F. Launch 08=39 to Ali Island.
16. Proceeded from Ali Is. to Boram for fuel on ¥eb., 27th.
17 Proceeded from Boram to Hansa Bay, 08-39 had slight engine

defectzgecessitating cutting down speed. Arrived Hanss Bay same day,
Feb. th.

18, Morale and conduet of ship's company very good. Health
satisTactory.
19, Mon thly Figure

Dig tance Steamed miles Hours unﬁer 68 haurs
Hours on one engine Averag Lol 2 knﬂts
Gallong of fuel used galls Galls fue per hour 5 '
otal distance steamed 1 miles Average s eed gnggﬁ
otal hours under way hours Date of G nission. D%

eﬁda:gzusf dF

(Sgd.) P. Trimble Lt.RANVR.
COMIAID ING OFFICE
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175 f PRREE
, Royal Australian Namy. - e
IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTX ﬁ 2 £ | 6’5’7 207- [’C ,32
vo_TAR. 30/12 Of' 'l cé P Nrorrt Sxiaadc CE sl
vod £ H.M. A.S. "TARAHGAU"
; e DREGER UR, NEW GUINEA.
SR . nPR.2C 1046
uj(cu'}"l' &"w The Secreétary,
NAVAL BOARD.

&

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS : H.M.A.S."AIR MERCY"

Submitted for the infermation ef the
ve: Hhval Beard the attached Report of Preceedings ef H.M.A. S.
/\{ % "ATR MERCY" fer the month of January, 19L6.

Iy -

COMMANNDER R.A.N.
for A/CAPTAIN R.A.N.(A.0.D.)
Naval Officer-in-Charge
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FROX  COMMANDI G OFFIGER, H.M.A.S. "AIR MERCY".
DAT..” 5 January, 1946, REF. NO. 190/02.

| TO. The Secretary, Naval Board, through N.0.I.C. NEW GUINEA,

SUBJECT REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - DECEMBER.
Submi tted in accordance wi th."']NO.E;?f/LI_B ﬂnd CCNO 19/14_5-

2e During month of Deeembér, H.M.A.S. "AIR MERCY" co,pleted reflt
and engine fnstallation at alexdshatfen, |

: On 26 December proceeded from Madang en route to Biak arriving
%ewak p.m. Departed Wewak a,m. 29, arrived Aitape p.m. Departed Aitape

a,m. 30, arrived Hollamdia p.m.

f"‘

dia Health and conduct of crew, excellent,

De Some difficulty was experienced in our obtalning 80 octane
petrol at Wewak and Hollandia. -
6 e, MONTHLY FIGURES. .
Distance steamed 505 miles.
Hours underway | 26 Tours.
Hours on one engine Nil

Average speed. | 19 knotse
Gallons fuel consumed 1445 gells.
Gellons per hour 555 g8e
Distance steamed since commissioning 8022 miles.
Average speed 14.5 ktse

Total Hrs underway since cimmissioning 551 hours
Date commissioned 28 February, 19L5.

e EFFICIENCY REPORT.
~—WYain engines Good

All batteries Good

Guns, small,arms onlye. Good

a1l slight leak under port engfine , otherwise good.

(SGD) Wm. E, David,
Lieutenant, R.A.N.V.R.
COMMANDING OFFICER
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OLfice OF the N.0.1.C. -
New Guinea, Madange. e
12 December, 1945,

The Secretary, Naval Board,
Navy Office,

Iy OU E S Cl1i

p—

W' HolM.A.S, "AIR MERCYY" = REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - NOVEMBER L5

Forwarded for the information of the Naval Board.

(o

/

A/Commander, R,A.N.
for Naval Officer in Charge,
NEW GUINEA.

¥
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FROM: Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S. "AIR MERCY",

ﬁlﬁE: | 1 December, 1945. REF. NO.:9/02,
: The Secretary, Naval Board, through NOIC New Guinea.

SUBJECT: REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR MONTH OF NOVEMBE

submitted in accordance with N097/L3 and CCNO19/L5. |
2e During November, H.ll.A.S. "AIR MERCY" has been undergoing over-

haul and engine replscement at Alexishafen.

He Guns were packed and placed in Transhipment store ladang for
uipment to A.S5.0. Sydneye

Le | Health and conduct df cfew has beesn good.

Se Threé ratings were discharged to Madang for demobilization in

home portse.

Ge EFFICIENCY REPORT,

Main engines - in course of installation,
Batteries - Good,

Guns -~ ob Brownings returned to store,

Hull - in good condition "FINROCKM being built up and covering coat
applied- Phevovoer

6o MONTHLY FIGURES,

Distance Steamed 15 Miles.

Jours underway 2 hours,

Hours one enginees Nile

- rerage Speed. ‘ TeH knotse

aallons fuel consumed 15 gallse.

Gallons fuel consumed per hour 37¢5 galls,

Distance steamed since commissge /517 miles,

Average speed 1 jknots. u“A

Total Hours underway 525 hours, |

Date commissioned., 28 February 19.5,.

(8GD) WM E. DAVID,
Lieutenant,; ReA«lleVeRe
COMMANDING OFFICER.
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TG 269,88 -~
N 2269/ _;.,-mg\ “ Office of the Ne0eldCe “ o5

New Guinea, Madange

= S E%@,@ j i /Lw 5 ) o 9 November, 1945,

The Secretary, Naval Board,
Navy Office,
L][EI:BOI]RNE"" SeCeloe

HoleAeS. "AIR MERCY" - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS = OCTOBER, 1945,

Forwarded for the information of the Naval

o e HeMeAoeS. "AIR MERCY" is at present being

overhauled at M.L. Base, Alexishafen.
%M

ﬂ/Cap‘bain, ReA N
Naval Officer-in-Charge,
NEW GUINEA.

&
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COMMONWEALTH of AUSTRALTIA.
Department of the Navy

FROM: Commanding COfficer, H.M.A.S. "AIR MERCY".
DATE : 1 November 1945, REF. NO,: 8/02,
TO: The Secretary, Naval Board, through N,0.I.C. New Guinea.
SUBJECT: RT OF PROC GS FOR COCEQ 1 . |

Submitted in accordance with C.N,.0.97/43 and C.C.N.O.
19/U45.
2e During October 1945 H.M.A.S. "AIR MERCY" was based at Biak,.
Se On 3rd and 5th proceéded to Mois Woendi ae.me returning Pelle

On 11 swept harbour for a Catalina to land. Picked up ten persons adrift
in launche On the 12th agein swept harbour for Catalina to take off, On
13th proceeded to Manokéiri arfiving peme. returning to Bisk pe.me 14the

On the 18th investigated report of burning crash beoat at ses. Report un-
founded, Proceeded to Japen Island a,me 20th returning to Biak p.ms 218%t.

be A.M, 23rd a Dutch Catalina crashed into the Sorido Harbour,
"ATR MERCY" assisted in rescue, No serious camualties., Plane wrécked.

Je Left Biak a.m. 23rd enroute to Madang, calling at Hollandia
and Wewak for fuel, Arrived at Madang p.m. 31s8t,

6. Fire drill has been carried out at freguest intervals,

Te Conduct and morale of crew is emEcellent, One Stoker received

medical treatmen tr

s ]3. Irreguler supplies of lce and lack of refrigeration prevents
' carrying supplies of fresh meat etc,

x19. Performence of Radic has been very unsatisfactory.

10 ml_%mcr % .
Ha;.n engines : Port engine ignition fault, and o0il consumption has
inereased above normal, Starboard engine - Good

All Batteries: Good.

All Guns : Good

dall : Crushed belting on starboard bow otherwise Good.
FIG S e

Distance steame 1394 Mls.

Hours underwey 91 Hrse.

Hours on one engine Nil

Average speed 15.3Kts.

Galls fuel consumed 5310 Galse

Average consumption 5863 Galls per hour

Distance steamed since commissioning 7502 Miles

Total hours steamed since commissioning 523 Hrs,

Average speed 143 Kts. ,cf"‘j\
Date of Commissioning 28 February, 1945,

Commanding Officer,
H.M.A.S, "AIR MERCY",

el
L
¥
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office of N.,0.I.C. T
New Guinea., Madang.
12th September, 1945.

The Secretary,
ey Naval Board,
MELBOURNE.

H.M.A.S. "AIR MERCY" & REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - AUGUST 1945
submitted for the information of the Naval Board.

A/ ‘41- R.A.N.,
for Naveal /Officer in Charge
ew

Guinea
A:O ID'
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(COPY)

FROM H.M.,A,S. "AIR MERCY"
DATE 4th September, 1945. REFERENCE No. 5/02
TO The Secretary, Naval Board, through N.0.I.C. New Gulnea.

SUBJECT REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR AUGUST 1945.

Submitted in accordance with N.O. 97/43 and C.N.0. 19/45.

2e puring August "Air Mercy" was based at Madang till the
20th, thereafter she was on passage to Middleburg Island.

3. Proceeded to KarkKar Island on the 6th with R.M.S. party,
returning PM on the 8th,

A on the l4th docked at Alexishafen, coming off on 15th P.M.
Repairs were very efficiently carried out by the Dock Staff.,

5e Oon passage to Middleburg Island. Departed Madang P.,M. 20th,
arriving Wewak P.M. 21st. Departed Wewak a.m, 22nd, arriving Altape
P.M. that day. Departed Aitape A.M. 23rd, refuelled at Hollandia

and arrived P.M. 23rd at Matterer Bay. Departed Matterer Bay A.M.
24th, arrived Biak A.M. 26th, departed Biak A.M. 31lst arriving
Middleburg P.M. 1lst September,

6e Oon 27th, Commanding 0fficer flew to Middleburg Island
with R.A.A.F. to inspect anchoriage returning A.M. 29th.,

7 e Received instructions from Northern Command to proceed to
Middleburg and Amsterdam Islands to take soundings and survey
seaplane mooring.

8e Fire drill and action stations were carried out at regular
intervals, two practice shoots being carried out.
9e conduct and morale of crew excellent.
10, Two cases occurred requiring medical attention.
| 1l. Lack of refrigeration is still causing losses of food.,
12, Efficiency Report.
Main englnes - good
All batteries - good
All guns - good
Hull - in good cendition throughout,
13% Monthly Figures |
Distance steamed 1037
Hours under way Bl
Hours on-one engine Nil
Average speed for month 12.8 e
Gallons of fuel consumend 3817
Gallons expemded per hour 47612
Dstance steamed since commissioning 4993
Average speed 13.6.
Total hours under way 367

Date of commissioning - 28th February, 1945

(sgd) W.E. David

Lieutenant R,A.N.V.R.
COMMANDING OFFICER.
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Office of N.O. IICl’
New G‘uineaq Mg’

20 August, 1945,

- REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS JULY 1945,

W Forwarded for the information of tho Nayal Bgard.
8 \
= L
el o
| N A,/Oa.ptain R.ALN.
~ Naval Officer in Charge,
| New Guinea.
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. FROM Commanding Officer, HeM.A,8. "AIR MERCY"
DATE 1st August, 1945 REFERENCE No. 3/02
™ The Secretary, NHaval Board, through W.0.7.C. Yew Guinea.

SUBJECT REPORT OF FROCEEDINGS FOR NONTH OF JULY 1945,

Submitted in accordance with H.0. 97/43 and C.C.¥.0. 19/45,.
2e During July, HellsAeSs "AIR MERCY" was based at Madang.

Be On Sth J $0 Rel.M.Us t0 have radio
W but suitable material was not

mum
&m!é“:t mg‘“%n
noon, returning P.i. .

S30th July, Radio Compass installation was completed
::uhr. at uo.n.ﬁ Teats satisfactory. o

Ge Fire dril) and Action Stations were earried out at
regular intervals. Two practice shoots were made,

Te Conduct and morale of erew - execellent.

Trouble is still be with shable
pﬂlmtﬂllﬂﬁiﬂ h.l‘m‘ e
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JL Rogal Australian Namy,

—_ IN REPLY PLE ASE" QUOT Bomuas7

NQ.— H&_ 269/88.

Office of N.0.I.C.

- Bes
%T J % New Guinea, Madang,.
SE T 12th July, 1945,
W The Secretary,
Naval Board,

MELBOURNE . |
H,M,A,S, "AIR mg_{" - REEORTS OF PROCEEDINGS - MAY

Submitted for the information of the Naval Board,

Ch b

A/Captain R.A.N,
Navel Officer-in-Charge,
New Guines.

R

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT10/72676




- C OF AUS .
ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY.
Fle & 8 & & 5% 8 0 8 8 8 lcomm QFFIGER’ H.H-A.E- “AIR mcr“.
DAEE-:;-..-------:2HD'JUEY' 19“5- REFEREHCE HU--..-Z/bE-

TOiiinlinii-iiilllTHE EECRRTARYj'HﬂﬂlL BQARD-

SUBJECTeeeeecesse MONTHLY REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR JUNE.

Submi tted in accordance with N.0. 97/43 and C.C.N.O.
19/11-5 - "Coastal Craft Reports of Proceedings",

During the month of Junu, H.M.A.S. "ATR MERCY" was on
paﬂaaga from Thursday Island to Madang.

On 18t June at Thursday Island. On 6th proceeded to
Purt Moregby via Great N,E, Chamnel arriving 14th, Departed P.M.15th
for Milne Bay via inshore route, arriving at Milne 15:&13r on 19th.
Departed Milne Bay 20th for Hadang arriving on 24 th and reporting to
H O.I.O- H}G- ﬂnd-R A.A*F Nov, Cnm,

On passage considerable trouble was experienced with
011 coolers, through leakage under pressure,

) On 15th in Lat, 10°10'45" S. Long.148°20'15" E., all
those Ships of unit grounded, "AIR MERCY" was hedged off without
damaga and proceeded with "AIR SPEED" in tow to Abna Island.

On 28th Ship was docked at Alexishafen and underwater
gaar overhauled.

1. Fire drill was carried out at regular intervals.
Action Stations were exercised at frequent intervals., The conduct and
morale ué the erew, good, Two ratings received S, B, treatment for

u boils and tinia, Considerable loss of fresh food is experienced
owing to lack of refrigerator.

MAIN ENGINES : Leaking oil cooler, in all other reapects good,

ALL GUNS : Good.

ALL BATTERIES : Good,

HULL : Good, |

DIST*HCE STEAHED'FOR HQHTH...I'.II FYXEREEREK] Iiili1336 m1lﬂﬂl

HDURS UIIDERWH-II--I [ E A R BN X N ) (A E N NN N ! LR X R N 92-'

HQURB GN QHE EHGIHE- a8 88 aaed  FEENEENNE N K R N N J Hili

AVERAGE SPEED FOR MONTH eeccceee S0 0068 esesel2s1 knots,
GALLGHS DF.FUEL EXPEHDED b =08 9288 T EN TN X Il-i.uZBEI

GALLONS OF FUEL EXPENDED PER HOUR il aaaarhd oeoceliBolls

TOTAL DISTANCE STEAMED SINCE COMMISSIONING..... vese.3812 miles,
AVERAGE SPEED..STBAMED STNGE .COMMISSTONINGeeoes esesel3.2 Knots,.
TOTAL HOURS STEAHED'SIHUE GQMMISSIQHIHG.--.---- llll|288l

DATE OF COMMISSIONING b sosien eesse28th Feb,1945,

(Sgd.) Wm, E, David,
Lieutenant R,A.N.V.R.
Commanding Officer,

H.M,A.S. "AIR MERCY",

et L
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FROMoe oo oooeeeos.COMMANDING OFFICER, H.M.A.S. "AIR MERCY",.
DATE.coeessee.318T MAY, 1945, REFERENCE NO,...1/02,
TO---------.---M MTARY’ MVMI B’OARDI

SUBJECTee ...+ .MONTHLY REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR MAY,

Submi tted in accordance with N.0,97/42 and C.C.N.O,
19/45 "Comstal Craft Repats of Proceedings”.

During the month of May H.M.A.S. "AIR MERCY" was on
passage from Brisbane to Thursday Island.

On 18t May at Brisbane., On 6th proceeded to Townsville
via Whitsunday Passage arriving 14th. Departed A.M. 17th for Cairns,
arriving P.M, 17th. Departed Cairns for Thursday Island by inshore
route, arriving P.M. 29th,

During month three ratings were discharged, one to
"MAGNETIC", two to 3 M.R.S. Townsville,

Action Siations ummiaad freguently, results good.
General health and mra:ltﬁa of Ship's Company good. Loes of fresh
| Bteres caused by irregular ice supplye.
Main Engines Good.
All Bgtteries Good.
All Gund Good.
Hull Good,

Distance Steamed during Month - 1475 miles,

Hours Underway - 95.

Hours on One Engine - Nil, /
Average Speed for Month - 15.5 knots,
Ggllons of Fuel Expended - 4273,

!allnna of Fuel Expended per Hour L5,

Total Distance Steamed ainuu 28th Fabmar? - 2476 miles,
Average Speed since 28th February - 12,6 knots.

Total Hours since 28th February - 196.

Date of Commissioning 28 th February, 1945.

(sgd.) Wm, E. David, —
Lieutenant R.A.N.V.R.
Commanding Officer,
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(n the 23th February AIR
rrmmiﬁu.m”mna.tmﬂ.

mumm #:imeruvﬁnmm
preparing for operational duties,

N were carried out on the 13th
mm-am“&

mmmmww

mmmmmmmu
Garden Stoker Dowmward was injured and admitted to
Randwick tal Naval Ving., A report has been submitted.

Vire pill carvied out the 10thy
Mmﬂﬂﬂﬂmhmr:rnm-h&h o

1945,
of Radic Equipment is well

5e

The installation
mmmuwammm

\)é e The conduct and morale of the crew arc cxecl-
| lent.
10, on the 3rd darch 1945 Sub, it, B, Johnson re-

parted to the odical Jfficer but otherul mmm&
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11. thmmwmmm
be attended to on the canpletion of work on H.l.A.8. "AIR

SPEED Hoe 910,
412, Distance steamed for month 66 miles
66 miles
5 hrs, 35 mins,
migsioning 5 hrs, 35 mins,
Average fuel consumption 33 miies
. o

Average speed 12 knotls,

(Sgl) Be J¢ JOHNSON
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_RUSHCUTTER. N\

%" eCommandmgOfﬁcer HMAS “

@;&\

MONTH

rgmygrgm;m FOR_MARCH - H,M,A.S8, "ATR MERCY",

| 20 HRT‘MS
§ WAy CoNRIDENT)

¥ o A -L_.-“-h-' e EOG T TR ;

BS. 1018/250/215.
The Secretary,
‘Naval Board.

FPorwarded for the information of the Naval

Board in accordance with Navy Office letter 589/201/941 (053065)
dated 23rd October, 194,

2e The ship has been advised with reference to
paragraph 4 that the Dockyard can -only paint the deck and upper
works when time and labour permit and the ship's company should

complete this as soon as possible, M
. Mw

A/CAPTAIN, R.AN.

FOR
e A/Rear-Admiral

Office of the Flag Officer-in-Charge, N.S.W.

Naval Base Head uarters,
\\\ Potts Point, Sydney

3 A \PR 1945
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» Commonwealth of Australia. . TS ml

Hepartment of The Nauy.

7,

Rogal Australian Namy. o 5 FIAE

From The Commending Officer, H.M,A.S, "RUSHCUTTER?'"

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -

To..........+ne Flag Officer In Charge of Sydney .. ... . . . .. ..
(Copy to The Secretary, Naval Board, lMelibourne,)
“Subject..... MONTHLY REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR MARCH - .. e
H M, A, S, "ATR MERCY"™

Submitted for information, the attached re-

port of proceedings for the month of March, from H,M.,A.S.
"Air Mercy".

ax;

—

a/Commander, R.N.

M
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Commontuealth of FAustralia. Sy

Bepartment of the Naby.

[ ] -
""-....-'-‘-’“1-.....1- & "W A B i’ B B e - s L

iiupa[ Qustralian Naby.

The Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S. "AIR MERCY"

Y0NS i it - :
Date_2nd April 1945 _  Reference No.. s
To_____The Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S. "RUSHCUTTER" ==
Subject ... MONTHLY REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - MARCH 1
Submitted:

On the 28th February 1945 H.M.A.S. "AIR
MERCY" was comnmissioned with Sub, Lieut. E. Johnson, R.A.N.V.R.
in command.,

2e Three seamen and two Wireless Alr Gunners
joined and work proceeded for the purpose of fitting out and
preparing for operational duties.

Je Engine Trials were carried out on the l1l3th
March 19L5 and were satisfactory. ‘V/
lig The ship was slipped on the 2lst March 1945 V |

and the hull cleaned and painted. The painting of the deck has/
not yet been completed by Dockyard.

5 On the 23rd March 1945 whilst berthing at
- Garden Island, Stoker Downward was injured and admitted to
Randwick Hospital Naval Wing. A report has been submitted.

Oe Fire Drill was carried out on the 6th, 10th,
19th and 31st and results were of a good standard.
{e - Gunnery Trials were postponed on two occasions
on account of weather and will be carried out on the 2nd April,
1945.

) Ge The installation of Radio Equipment is well
advanced and should be completed within two days.
Qe The conduct and morale of the crew are excel-
lent,
404 On the 3rd March 1945 Sub., Lt. E. Johnson re-

ported to the lMedical Officer but otherwise the general health
of the ship's company has been satisfactory.
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110 Arrangements have been made for deflects to
be attended to on the completion of work on H.M.A.S., "AIR
SPEED! No., 910,

12, bistance steamed for month 66 miles

Distance steamed since com-
‘/ missioning 28th February 1945 66 miles
Hours under way for month 5 hra,. 55 mins,
Hours under way since com-
missioning 5 hrs. 55 mins,
Aﬁeragé fuel consumption e 35 miles per
gallon

Average speed 12 knots,

] F‘ .
il T [ L
a N
-

"

T .\‘f\\
Ll o

'.d-..l- iy
' -

}(Sgd) E. J. JOHNSON

Sub-Lieutenant, ReA.N,V.R.

Commanding Officeyp,
HeMAsS. "AIR MERCY™
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