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" IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE SECRE
75w/ e
g o | Naval .Staff OfTice,
_ Townsvillen
W\/ 15th OCtObeI‘, 1942 .

The Secretary,
Naval Board,
MELBOURNE.

Submitted for the information of the Naval Board,
the attached copy of War Diary of H.M.A.S. "SWAN" for the month

of September, 1942.

COMMANDER o, RoAeNe
NAVAL OFFICER-1n-CHARGE.
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TELEPHONE No,

9 . | , + Commontwvealth of Australia S5t / Jor ] 77

Bepartment nf The Naby.

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

Navar Starr OFFICE
BNO
T o) 75 /1 Bl S BRISRBRANE,

9th August - 1942,

The Secretary
Naval Board,

MELBOURNE,

WAR DIARIES: A, M, S,

€

lfﬁ?' The accompanying copy of a letter received from the
Commanding Officer, H, A, M. S, "SWAN" is submitted for the consideration
! 4 of the Naval Board,

2e Having regard to the directions in Navy Office Memoranda
numbered 589/201/765 dated the 10th February, 1940, 589/201/77h4
. ( dated the 1lhth May, 1940 and 035039 dated the 8th November, 1940, I
ﬁ’f am not disposed to agree with the suggestion made by the Commanding
. - Officer of H.M.A.,S., "SWAN" in paragraph 4 of his letter,

It appears probable that H, M, A.Sloops and A, M, S,Vessels are
likely to be involved in events of more than average importance and
historical interest, and it is therefore proposed that Vessels of
these classes shall submit Part I of War Diaries, in original, to

the Naval Board through the Naval Officer in Charge of the Port at
which they are based,

A

=]

% M// % A"

CAPTAIN.
Naval Officer in Charge, Queensland.,
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COPY.

2
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¢ ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY.

From The Commanding Offlicer, H.M,A,S. "SWAN",
Date 29th July, 1942 Reference No, C.51/40,
To The Naval Officer-im-Charge, QUEENSLAND,
Subject. H.M,A, S, "SWAN" - WAR DIARIES,

The follewing remarks regarding the preparation and
forwarding of War Diaries are forwarded with a view to receiving
instructions to elarify a somewhat ambiguous situation:=

2 Paragraph 2 of Navy Office Secret Memorandum Noe 035004
of 8th November, 1940, indicates

(&) that War Diaries prepared in H, M, A, S, "SWAN™

should be forwarded to the Rear Admiral Commanding
H. M. A, Squadron (vide paragraph 2e).

or alternatively,

(b) the preparation of War Diaries by H.M,A.S, "SWAN"
should be discoantinued (vide paragraph Zn.).

De If (b) above is the present intention, no further eclarifi-
cation is necessary, and it would appear logical that this®in fact
the case, observing that the Commander Task Force 44 has instructed

me to forward these returns in future to H. M. A.S. "SWAN®'S™
Administrative Authority.

L, It follows from paragraph 3 of the above quoted Navy
Office Memorandum that the Naval Officer-fa-Charge, Queensland,
is unlikely to require these returns, and i# is suggested therefore

that for these purposes at least, Sloops should be regarded as
Local Defence Vessels,

(signed) @, C, OLDHAM,
COMMANDER,
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

THE mmmﬂ G”Im. H-H'l-ﬂ- '“m'
I OCTOBER, 1942, 8.8.%W. 33/42.
THE WAVAL OFFICER-IV-CHARGE, TOWNSVILLE.

H.M.A.S, "SWAN® - WAR DIARY - lst SEPTEMBER to

T 20 BRReER B

6th Sept.

th Sept.

I0th -IIth

ALL TINMES ZOWE - IO.
At TOWNSVILLE - Boiler cleaning etec.

1650. Slipped and proceeded with "CASTLEMAINE® in
company, escorting Convoy"PQ2e,

1630. Made rendesvous with "ARUWTA® in approximately
position I3? I2'g 1I47° 27'E. “CASTLENAIVE®
detached with "TAROOWA® and "SEAWITCH" for PORT
MORESBY. "ARUNTA" (8.0.) and "SWAW" proceeded with
RANSHUN® and *3.JACOB" to FALL RIVER.

I200. "ARUNTA® and "AWSHUY* proceeded ahead to make
South CHIWA STRAIT PM 5th September, 1942, and PALL
RIVER, AM 6th September, I1942.

0915. Anchored with *3.JACOB® in BAWARIA BAY .

ROGEIA ISLAWD (South China Strait ).

I1630. Hospital ship *MAVUNWDA® passed Worth, bound for
FALL RIVER, ~

0700. Proceeded with "8,JACOB", Worth through CHIWA
SPRAIT.

0900. Ordered by TARUWTA" to remain South of CHIVA
STRAIT as "AVSHUY® had been sunk alongside at FALL
RIVER.

1100, Oxdered by "ARUWTA®" to proceed with *S.JACOB®
to PORT MORESBY.

I530. Arrived PORT MORESBY. Anchored inside
BABILISK PASSAGE and set A/S Watch.
2200 -2300. Convoy from South entered harbour.

0700 -0830. Perried 385 troops from S.8. "BOTH" to
S.E. side of "T* piece of Main Wharft.

1140. Proceeded to sea for A/S patrol.

I1340. Joined convoy at BASILISK PASSAGE and escorted
it to GRAFTOY PASSAGE.

Convoy comsisted of "TASMAW®, “S.JACOB", and "ADMIRAL
HALSTED",

SEPTEMBER. On passage t0 GRAFTOW PASSAGE.

I2th Sept.

0530. Off GRAFTOW PASSAGE. Sighted "COLAC® {(on
EUSTOY REEF) and "BALLARAT*, also "BEWDIGO® proceeding
South with convoy of two ships.
0600( Approximately). "COLAC" clear of reef.
0645. Entered GRAFTOY PASSAGE - dispersed convoy -
ships proceeding independently to CAIR¥S.
0920. Anchored closge P "TAROOWA*, W.W. of FITZROY
ISLAYD - made good defect to port circulating pump.
I900. "STUART* with convoy of two ships, anchored in
;;g;nig' o

. Oceeded with "TAROOWA® to RESBY
Mean Speed of S0rniee T8 kst PORT MO at

RCOIGTO7 2760



THE COMNMAYDIWG OFFICER, H.M,A.S, *"gwawe
I Ootober, 1942 S.3.%. 33/42.
THE WAVAL OFFICER-IN=CHARGE, TOWwSVILLE®,

HAR DIARY -« IFPTENBER 2
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‘ ‘Iﬁth gept. On man.gn to

I4th Sept.
I5th Sept.

I6th Sept.

25th

t.

26th Sept.
27th Sept.

28th Sept.

(2).
PORT MORESBY,
1600. Arrived PORT MORESBY.

0545. Proceeded, escorting M.V. "MALAITA® who had previously
been damaged by a torpedo, and the Salvage Tug, *St.GILES",
to STEPHEYS ISLAND, GREAT WORTH EAST CHAWYEL. Weather was
particularly good, with mainly ESE wind force 3 and Sea I3.

1100, Transferred Medical Officer to "St.GILES* to attend

$0 a2 member of her crew.

I350. Parted company with "MALAITA® and 8t.GILES® off
STEFHEMTS ISLAYD who had made good 7% knots.

1000, Arrived PORT MORESBY.

1855. Air Raid warning RED. Oneca#roraft dropped bombs on
7 Eile serodrome. |

1910, Alir Raid warming GREEW,

1042. AlT Raid warning YELLOW - A.A. fire ashore.
105 « ALl Clear.

I130. Salled for A/S Search off BASILISK PASSAGE.
Comuenced escorting "MOYTORO" to GRAFTOY PASSAGE.

On passage PORT MORESBY to CAIRYS.
1400. Arrived CAIRWS - "ARUNTA®" in harbour boiler cleaning.

0830. Slipped and proceeded from CAIRVS.

1200. Made rendesvous inside GRAFTOVW PASSACE with Convoy “gg*
éscorted by "CASTLEMAIVE" and took over as 3.0, Escort.
Proceeded through passage and thence $0 Worthward.
Experienced increased vibration om port enging.

00. Sighted "WARREGO".

00. Detached "WARREGO" with FALL RIVER portion of convoy.
Proceeded direset for PORT MORESBY with "PAINE WIVGATE® and
“JOBEPH'LMFE' at IOk knots leaving"GASTLEMAINE® to escort
® AROOWA®,

I21I0. Carried out counter attack as result of contact
supposedly submarine, but not subsequently confirmed. Positio:
9% 59+8 147° 081E.

1615. Arrived PORT MORZTSBY.

I715. "CASTLEMAIWE" arrived PORT MORESBY with "AROOWA®.
1720 -2200. 7gWAN®, *LITHGOW", and *CASTLEMAIVE® employed
ferrying troops from Transports to shore.

2235. Alr Raid warming RED - A.A. fire ashore.

231I5. All #lear.

I530. Proceeded from PORT MORESBY escorting "JASOW LEE® to
TOWNSVILLE". Speed reduced to IO knots owing to vibration and
£ig zagging not carried out.

On passage PORT MORESBY & TOWNSVILLE.

I500. Entered GRAFTON PASSAGE.

0330. H.M.A.S."STUART® proceeding to TOWWSVILLE®overhauled

"SWAN® off PALM ISLAWD.
0800, Secured alongside H.M.A.S. "STUART" at West Side, Wo.I
to determine further

Jetty.
Commenced examination of machinery ete.
cause of vibration.

At TOWNWSVILLE.
0530. *"STUART" slipped and proceeded to
defects.

0800. "LITHCOW" gecured alongside,

SYDNEY to make good

0530. Slipped and proceeded to SYDVWEY for docking in

RCOIGTO7 2760
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Iﬂccérdﬁnce with instructions received from The Commander,
Féeific Forces.

COMMAWNDER.
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IHE COMMAWDIYC CFFICTR, H.K.A.8,

I0 IEPTENRTR, 1942.

"IWANTE,

gl‘ 3- wl*ﬂﬁ/agl

THE YAVAL OFFICTR=IN-CIARGE, TOYTSVILLE.

AHUAVY - WAR DIARY - Ist fugusts to JSist August,

LM, A S,

SU“D_&.Y Eﬂﬁl
MOVDAY irﬁ.

UERSDAY

HED“EﬁhLY Hth.

1HURSDAY 6fh.

SATURDAY Bth.

SURDAY 9th.

MOWDAY IOth.

ALL T INES ZOWE -IC,

0815. 8lipped from alongside ‘WARRRCO" at

Wharf at CAIRENR,

1200. Made rendeszvous with HBEWDIGO" and

8.3, "SWARTEYHOWDT* 10 miles to Southward of
FITZROY 1ISLAYD, Letached "BEWDICO* for CAIRYS
and proceeded with *SWARTEWHONDT® $0 FALL
RIVER,

Un passage t0 FALL RIVER,

I710. iken in position I0° 53* gouth I150° 313
Sast four unidentified aizeraft approached in
Wo flighiv of two from the ¥Yorth hLast - a
quarter of poor light - as if about to cCarxry
out T/B attaek. Oponed fire with OERLIKOW gun-
alreralt turned away and were then recognised
a8 Kittybarks.

c000. Entered CHIVA STRAIT.

2220. Arrived PALL RIVER - carried out A/S
Patrol.

AV FVALL RIVER,
I300. Zero fighters attucked aerodrome.
1’42(}- ALY {:1531'-

I8C0. *WARIEGO® E2COXting "TASHMAYY and *JAPARAY
&xrived FalL RIVER. .

1550, Sailed with “SUARTEVHOYDT' for GRAFTOW
PASSACE. |

€510« Cleared CHIYA STRAIT.

Un passage FALL RIVER to GRAFTOY PASGAGE,
1730. sighted "¢OLACQH escoriing two ghips to
"?fnrthn&rd.

O7/00. Entered GRAFTOV PASSAGE and proceeded
3outhwardg with "SYARTEVHOVDT®, 3topped for
6 miltes involuntarily dus to both forged
ubricatiag puups 8lopping.

€300. Detached *SIARTRNEOY T* %o prooced
independently to BRISBAWE,

0030. 3ecured alomgaide at TOSWIVILLI.

I550. Slipped and procecied ¥ith "QYRAsSYOOKR* in
company 0 relicve "ARUWTA® a3 9.0, Lscort of
Convoy proceeding from Southwsard.

1622. Took over from WARUNTA® - Convoy
eﬂnaiﬁted of VJANMES COOPERY, “JAUES " ILSON*, and
"BOTE",

0640. Off FPITZRGY LSLAYED - gighted H.M.A, 8,
"BE¥RIGO" who had proceeded from CAIFMS to

endezvous with v, 3. Submarine off GERAFTOW
PASSACE. )

RCDIGT
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THE WAVAL OFFICIR-I"-CHARGT .
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0930. Cleared GRAFTOYW PASSAGE to the Eastward. Informed
A/S patrol aircraft (who had not been informed by his base)
of "BEIYDIGO'a® proposed rendezvous with U.S. Submarine.
I020. Passed "WARRTGO® escorting 3 ships and bound sSouth.

TUESDAY IIth. A. ¥, Reduced involuntarily to 10 knots for 4 hours while
e s B spare valve chest was fitted to Port Alr Pump.
e I500. Despatched “CESSYOCK® with "y ILSOY* gnd *COOPER® for
AL PORT UORESRY. Prooceeded with "BOTH" towardis FALL RIVER,
HEDVESDAY I2th 1230. Arrived FALL RIVER with S.3. "BOTHA.
P.M., Defect to Fan engine neceasitated shutting down one
boiler for 35 minutes.

THU Y I3th. 0400. Procaeded with “BOTH" for TOTWSYILLE.
0730. Cleared CHIYA STRAIT to Scuathward.

FRIDAY 14th, OF passage with S.38. *BOTH? from FALL RIVER to TOWWSVILLE.
SATURDAY Ibth, O0O700. Tntered CRAFTOW PASSACE,
SUNDAY I6th. 0040. Secured alongalde ¥o.l Jetty, TOSYEVILLE.

HOWHAY, I7th. 0650. 3Slipped and proceeded with "CESSNOCK? im company %0
‘. egoort Convoy conalisting of "JCHW HART®, *DAWIEL BOOWE",
"MAETSUYCKER® ¢ "CREMEFR®, “BAVWTAM", and "ANHUI® to
Torthward, |
0800. (Approx.). Convey formed off MACYETIC ISLAYD.

TUESDAY 1I8th. 0300. Clearec GRANFITOW PAGSSAGE %0 Eastward with Convoy.

WEDVESDAY ISth. IS00. Made rerdezvous with "WARRWAMBOOL® - Detached
“YARRYANBOOL® with “JOHW HARYR, tDARIEL BOOYE" and
"MAETSUYCKXER® Ior PORT MORESBY. Set courge with *0naswoCrk
“"CREMER", “AWHUIY, AncC "BAWTAM® for FALL RIVER. o

THURSDAY 20th. On passage to FALL RIVER making good approximately 6knots.

FRIDAY 21at. L1159 Arrived FALL RIVER wilth Convey.

SATURDAY 22nd. At FALL RIVER,

172‘:’* Alr Haic '-'fa:nlﬂé, TTELLOWE,

. [740. All Clear. |
[900. Proceeded with "CHREMERY and "BAYTAL" for TOVVSVILLE.
2220, Clesred JHIYA STEAIT to Southward.

SUNDAY23rd -
.  On passage FALL RIVER to TOWWSVILLE®,

TUESDAY 25%h. 0720. Entexed GRATTON PASSAGE,
0050. Fired 4 rounds (rom “EV Gun for practice snd to
check fuze lengths.

WEDNESDAY 26th. 0415. Secured alongsiue ¥o.l Jetty, TOWYSVILLE Harbour.
Commenced boiler cleaning and meaintenance work.

THURSDAY 27th -~
st At TOWMSVILLE boiler cleaning and carrying out general

maintenance work.

STATISTICS FOR PERIOD 33d SEPTEMBER, IO I3t _AUGUST,

Daring the sbove period U.M.A.3. "SWAY' hag 1=
STEAMED 106,400 miles by engine revolutions.
MADE GOCD 90,600 miles.
NED, 0,600 tong of oil fuel.
/s TOTAL of 690 steaming days out of [09I.

ﬁ?[‘:{r. i 1. L '

T—

 COMMANDER.,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCOIGTO7 2760



The Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S."SWAWS®,
15th. sagust 1942, C.56/ 40.
The Waval Officer-in-Charge, Brisbane.

H.M.A,.S,"SWAWN" - WAR DIARY FOR PERIOD 9TH. JULY -31lst.JULY
1942.

(4all times, Zone -10.)

Jdth, July : 2315. Salled from Townsville escorting M.V."MALAITA®
t0 Port Moresby.

10th.2 1l1lth
July : On passage to Port Moresby.

12¢h. July : 1800. Arrived Port Moresby with *"MALAITA™.

14th. July 0040, Sailed from Port Moresby to rendezvous with
convoy off FITZROY ISLAYD, CRAFTOW PASSAGE.

15th. July Convoy delayed. Proceeded to Cairns for fresh
provisions.
1515. Arrived Cairns.

16th. July : 0600. Sailed from Cairns. XMade Rendezvous with
8.8, "SVARTEVHOVDT* off Fitzroy Island - proceeded
towards FALL RIVER, via China Strait.

17th. July On passage to Fall River.

18 theebotrhr,

/gmw. July : 1630. Arrived Fall River - carried out A/S patrél
with "KATOOMBA" to protect "SWARTEVHOVDT" while
discharging cargo.

20th.July : O700. sSailed for Port Moresby to arrange mosaic
of spproaches to "PROVIDENCE" with the Commanding
Officer, Allied Air Forces in Wew Guinea.

2lst.July O800. Arrived Port Moresby.
1500. Conference with General SCAWLOW, Commander
of Allied Air Forces in Wew Guinea, and other Officers
Recelved intelligence of JAPAVESE landing at BUWA.
1520. Proceeded for Townsville.

22nd.July Pagsed "BUYGAREE® and ®“BEWDI QO proceeding to
Yorthward.

e>rd. July : 2120. Arrived Townsville harbour.
Comuenced Boiler Cleaning.

24th. July At Townsville. Received instﬁ%gtiuns appointing

Commanding Officer as Seniof
"PROVIDENCE",

Preliminary planning in comnection with this operation
was commenced.

ficer of Operation

26th.July 0001 (approx.). Air raid sounded - Ship at 4 hours
notice for steam, with ome boiler stripped for
internal cleaning.

0022. Steam in one boiler - slipped, and while
manoeuvring in the harbour touched S.5, "TIME",

! RCOIGTO7 2760
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26th. July
(Conttd.)

27th. July

26th. July :

29th. July :

30th. July

31lst. July :

T-qluz|52

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

(Cont'd) 2.

0038+ Proceeding out of Platypus Chhnnel - enemy
alrcraft dropped about 7 or 8 bombs to seaward of
Eastern breakwater, and about 9 cables from *sSwawn,

When clear of chanmnel, obtained & contact which was
classifled ags Submzrine, but later regarded as "non sub".
0200. All Qlear - returned to harbour.

Received information that operation "PROVIDEVCE" was
cancelled.

At Townsville - Boiler Cleaning and Maintenance
continued.

0045. "Yellow" warning.

0200. "Red" warning.

0225. Slipped a~d proceeded.

0550. All Clear - returned to harbour.
0425. Sescurei.

0001, "Red" warning.

0Cl4. Slipped and proceeded.

0026. Opened fire with main armament at enemy aireraft -
aircraft dropped 6 bombs between Magnetic Island and
mainland.

Ol15. All Clear - returned to harbour.

1530. Proceeded for CAIRYS with object of avoiding
further inconvenience caused by Alir Raids.

0900. Arrived CAIRVS.

(Sgd. ) G.C. OLDHAM.

Commander.

RCOIG]
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Commonwealth of Australia
= "1 | "4 1 Bepartment of Befence
Biorrr, | LU kM T — " %/7/(‘("/

- - *

Royal Australian Nauoy. |
e: Commanding Officer, H.M,A.S."SWAN®,

From__"e

4 s afe{\};“_,ﬂ_:.!ﬂy]rg-{la- 2 - Reference Wﬂ_c-51j40-
= The Secretary, Naval Board, Navy Office, MELBOURNE.( Copy to
To.. .. ._The Rear Admirsl Commanding H.M. Australian Squadron.)

Subject __H.M.A.S."SWAN" - WAR DIARY FOR MARCH AND APRIL 1942.

Submitted the following War Diary for H.M.A. Ship
under my command for the months of March and April 1G42:-

1 March to 9 April:-
"SWAN* arrived at Brisbane from Darwin and entered
the Dry dock at 1000 on 1 March, and the work of
repairing damage sustained during air attacks in
Darwin, and a general refit was taken in hand.
The Ship remained in dock until 30 March and in
Brisbane until 9 April, and 14 days "Long Leave"
was granted to each watch.
During this pericd the following main "A" and WAW
items were completed:-
Mainmast was removed, and a platform for an QOerlikon
gun was constructed on each side of the Forward

E gsuperstructure.
@16{\3 | The existing 0.5" Multiple Machine Gun was moved
‘ : 4 to Port, and the platform extended to allow a second
\ & v\ similar weapon to be fitted to Starboard.
(ﬁf'{e’ s - The Outer Bottom Plating between Stations 20 and 30
= | was stiffened.
25> Approximately 74 tone of top-weight was removed and
&ﬂéﬁﬁg about %} tons, not including the extra guns and -

ammunition, was added.

10 April : 0045. Slipped and proceeded as A/S escort for H,M.S.
"KANIVBLA" and U,S.S."JAMES PARKER" to Melbourne.

11 April : At 2100 a tube in the fire-row of "A" Boiler was
found to be badly distorted and loose at the top,
while others showed signs of similar trouble.

The boiler was shut down and "SWAN" was ordered to
proceed to Sydney.

12 APril : 1330. "SWAN" secured on "VOYAGER" at Garden Island.

12 - 50
Aprilg: At Sydney. "SWAN" was moved to Cockatoo Island on

15 April and docked in Fitzroy Dock on 18 April,

remaining in dock until 28 April. During this period

the Forward Intermediate shafts were straightened,

the shafts were re—-gligned and the fire-rows in both

boilers were re-tubed.

30 April : 1345. Slipped from Cockatoo Island and proceeded to
sea for trials, returning to harbour and securing
to No.? buoy at 1630.

—

%;Z%QF?E:Q’”’#_E

—
-

e nant Commander
MMANDING OFFICER.
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

" The Commaniing Officer, H.M.A.S. "SWAN,"
5 March, 1942,  C.49/40,

The Secretary to the Naval Beard, VICTORIA,
Copies to:The Rear-Admiral Commanding H.M.A, Sqmdrmﬁmmm

H. M, A8, "SWAN". WAR FOR FEERUA .

Submitted the following War Diary for H.M.A. Ship
under my Command for the month of February, 19423~

{ A1l times are for Zone minus 104+ hours.)
1st February - At Darwin,

end, At 1030 I attended a conference in U.S.8.
"BLACK HAWKE" to discuss arrangements dealing with the sailing
of certain U,S. ships at 1400, escorted by H.,M.A. Ships
"¥ARREGO" and "SWAN"™ and U.S.S. Destroyer "PEARY." This
gailing was postponed due to weather and "WARREGO™ and
"SWAN" were subsequently withdrawn from the escort. During
the afternoon a severe gale which continued for a week
began and on two occasions I had to shift berth due to
dragging anchors.

4th, At 1830/4 I weighed and proceeded to escort

to UeS.8. "PORTMAR"™ to Windham. Due to weather

Ith. conditions "PORTMAR"™ was only able to average
5 knots and it was not until 1500/6 that the Meduse Bank buoy
was reached when I directed "PORTMAR"™ to proceed into Windham
and returned to Darwin, anchoring at 1000/7.

8th At Darwin.
and
9th

10th, At 1100 I weighed and proceeded to relieve
"WARREGO" on 373 Patrol outside Darwin, At 1630 I was ordered
to meet S.5. "BRITISH MOTORIST" and escort her to Darwin but
was unable tTo logate her until daylight on the 11th, Having
passed her into harbour at 1000/11 I provided A/S protection
for S5.83. "CAPE LEEUWIN"™ while she laid permanent buo in the
searched ¢ el and on her return to harbour at 1630/11
resumed my A/S Patrol.

. 12th, A/S protection was again provided for
"CAPE LEEUWIN™ until 1600,

13th, Received orders to sweep Searched Channel
and then returned to harbour., This was completed by 1330
and "SWAN" anchored at Darwin 1500,

14th, 1100 U.8.8, "HOUSTON" arrived. At 2030
I attended a Convoy Conference in U.S5.8., "HOUSTON."

15th. 0200 Convoy consisting of U.S.Ships "MEIGS"
"MAUNA LOA™ and "PORTMAR" and M.V. "TULAGI" under escort of
UeS.Ships "HOUSTOR"™ and "PEARY" and H.M.,A.Ships "WARREGO"™ and
"SWAN" departed for Koepang, At 0915 a Japanese four-engined
Plying Boat was sighted and this air-graft shadowed the
Convoy until 1315 when it attempted to attask "HOUSTON" but

turned away from the gun-~fire of "HOUSTON", "WARREGO™ and "SWAN."

One fighter airceraft from Darwin had arrived by this time but it
is believed that it was shot down by the Flying Boat.
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16th. At 1115 the Convoy was attacked by a approximately
56 two-engined bombers and nine Flying Boats for an hour. The
majority of attacks (high-level pattern bombing) were earried out
against "HOUSTON" but all transports except "TULAGI" were slso
attacked, some slight damage and a small number of casualties being
caused in "MAUNA LOA." Fighter aircraft which had been requested from
Darwin, failed to find the convoy,

At about 1500 orders were received to return to Darwin and
course was altered at 1520, During the night snd  llowing day (17th)
the Convpy steered well South to try and avoid being located by
raanﬁna miua aireraft, and all ships arrived in Darwin by mid-day
on t e t . :

18th. "SWAN" anchored at 1315, "WARREGO" "SWAN" and
"PEARY" had been ordered to sail to the Westward on completion of
fuelling but this was postponed due to "SWAN" being short of Lubricating
O0il and H.A., Ammunition. Arrangements were made by F¥.0.C. Darwin for
S.8. "NEPTUNA" to berth at the wharf p.m. on the 18th to discharge '
cargo and enable Lubricating 0il which was over-stowed to be obtained,
but she missed the tide and "SWAN" which had berthed at the wharf at
1830 to fuel remained there over-night.

’ 19th., At 0700 "SWAN" left the wharf and anchored until
"NEPTUNA" was berthed alongside when "SWAN" secured on "NEPTUNA" at
0940 to embark Lubricating 0il and some H.A, ammunition., At 0950

& severe air-rald commenced with high-level bombing of the wha:.f and
targets ashore by approximately 50 two-engined bombers. The bombers
were in sight before any warning was given and two formations bombed
the wharf before "SWAN" got clear., Although they were very closé and
the wharf was hit "SWAN" was undamaged. I just had time to back out
and point the ship into the wind when dive-bombing attacks commenced
against shipping in the harbour. "SWAR" was attacked seven times

but all bombs near-missed asterm, presumably becaunse I was steaming
at 14 knots into the fresh breeze and using maximum rudder. Damage
was caused early and the crews of 'X" Gun and the 5™ Maching-Guns
were early casualties as well as the Vickers' Machine Gummer on the
Signal Degk. Casualties a$ "X' Gun were caused by the explosion of
the Anmunition in one half of the Ready Use loscker which was penetrated
by a bomb fragment. 'A' and 'B' Guns were sble to engage nearly all
aircraft attacking the ship, but they were short-handed and fire was
not as effedtive as it migh'E have been,

Against stationary targets the dive-bombing was exceedingly
accurate and nearly all attacks observed were made at s oamparttively
ghallow angle ( not more tham 40°) though two at about 75% were
observed,

Casualties in "SWAN" were three killed and nineteen wounded,
the killed being the Captain of '"X' Gun and one A.B. and one Signalman
of the Starboard side of the Signal Deck, The wounded were from 'X!
Gun ,5" Machine-Guns and Supply and Repair Party aft though the S.B.A.
was wounded while attending to casualties in the Siek Bay.

When the raid commenced my motor-boat and one whaler with one
Stoker and eight seamen were alongside the ship and I believel until
late in the aftermoon that both boats and ratings must have been lost.
Their absence left most guns short-handed and was a distinet disadvantage.
Actually the{ all got clear in the motor-boat and took shelter in the
mangroves but could not communicate with the ship until the tide rose
sufficiently at about 1800 when they returned one having been injured
in swimming from whaler to the motor-boat., The whaler was not seen
again, A

At the conclusion of this raid my Medical Officer being
ashore on duty, I went alongside "WARREGO" and obtained the services
of his Medical Officer for a short period and then proceeded down
Harbour to anchor and ascertain damage. At about this time (1220)

a second attack by twenty-seven bombers was made on the serodrome.

I anchored at 1250 and a boat sent by "PLATYPUS™ was of much
assistance in transferring the wounded to "MANUNDA™ and the dead to
Shore for burial,
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-. "SWAN" was down by the stern and listed 8° to Starboard and
examination showed -the following damage:=

Compartments fully flooded: After Ballast tank.

Inflammable Store,

Engineer's Store,

Port and Starboard Palm plate
compartments,

Compartments partly flooded: Engine Room,

Engineer's Workshop.

Forward and After Lizts i cabinm,
flats, and eabins,

Office flat and Gunner's Store.

Minesweeping Store,

Tiller fInt.

The forced lubrications tanks, already depleted by laeck of
gsupplies in Darwin had become c¢con aminafe& by the entry of sea-water,

The Degaussing Coils, A/S Installation and C02 machinés
were out of action and there was considerable electrieal damage, the
ship being riddled with splinter holes.

From 1400 to 1800, by moving oil and water and plugging
all accessible holes in ship's side the list was removed but the
ship remained down by the sterm by about 3T 6", Compartments shown
as fully flooded could not be controlled by pumps and it was apparent
that the ship was badly holed somewhere aft. I considered that she
was in no condition to operate or to withstand further attacks but
that there was a reasonable chance, given good weather, of proceeding
East where docking facilities could be obtained, and reported accord-
ingly to N.0.C, Darwin,

20th, At 0300 I received orders to sail with "WARREGO™
and passed through the Boom at 0430, steaming North of the Vernmon
Group and Eastwards, At about 1115 both ships were ordered to
return to Darwin to investigate & loop-crossing, but in view of the
condition of "SWAN" I continued Eastwards, reporting to N,0.C. Darwin
and "WARREGO™ that I considered this to be the only chanece of keeping
"SWAN" afloat, This was approved by N.0.C, Darwin,

2lst Feb,, to lst Marghs On passage from Darwin to Brisbane,
From Cape Don to Thursday Island I kept as far to the Southward
ag possible hoping to avoid being sighted by enemy recommaissance
aircraft, "SWAN" was able to steam at 189 revolutions (clean bottom
12 knots) in the good weather experienced, but the comdition of the
ship aft ealled for constant inspection and shoring-up' and had bad
weather been encountered it is probablyg that she would have been
uoto.plitaly disabled though by this time I believed she wonld remain
afloat,

Through Thursday Island I passed a request to D.N.0.Queensland
for Lubricating 0il which was urgently required and this was received
from the Pilot Vessel at Bowem a.,m, on Thursday 26th, £.m. on
Thursday 24th I anchored for an hour off Howick Island to tightem plugs
etcetera inside and p.m, on 26th anchored for 24 hours off Port Molle
to enable Engineer Officer to carry out essential repairs.

A fresh South-East Preeze caused me considerable anxiety
between Whitsunday Passage and Moreton Bay and the necessary reduction
in speed delayed my arrival in Brisbhane.

1 entered the Brisbane River at 0715 on Mareh lst and the
ship was docked on arrival at about 1000, When the Dok was pumped
out the Port side of the After ballast tank was found to be blown
open leaving a hole approximately 64 square feet in extent though

the propellor and shaft wer rent undan%a de
ey The damage uatfa Y %’f aboamb ]ﬁ-agnan EE Was considerabley the
bombs whiéh are thought to, becabout 250 lbs. bursting om impaet with

the water, although it seemed certain that some were 'dellayed-action®,
in partiecular, the one whieh caused the serious damage under-water.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCOIGTO7 2760



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Generally speaking, the behaviour and conduet of the
Ship*s Company during the air-raids were excellent and a report
in agscordance with Commonwealth Navy Order 43/42 is Torwarded

herewith giving details of personnel econsidered specially
worthy of some recognitiom.

One most serious ineident oeccurred when the segond
wave of bombers attacked the aerodrome and three ratings dived
overboard from "SWAN" and swam to the "MANUNDA", fThis has been
reported by Signal with a view to Diseiplinary action being taken.

ey /cy —
z" /
/ﬁ/,é/{ 'ff:é"'
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eytéfant Commndéy R.AK.
/Commanding Officer,
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Lé/fy/@_, &/

Hoe AJF. 332/11 41/21 Date - 23rd April, 1942.
i\
oK " : 1*1-' ":.., 'iL: L-E 4 -rE & W
O e P
W
Al P 1AR 3
FORMEAS
o LOSURES:
1. lailefieDe "DOOHBA"™ - Months of impgust, September, October,
NHovember and Deocember, 1941.
2o LeileAee "LITHGOW" -~ Months of July, August, September, October,
November and December, 1941 and Jamuary and
February, 1942.
b Beledione "HARENANDOOL® = iianths of October, November and

December, 1941, and January and February, 1942.

Ly PN

) --.1.' q-.-ij

e eTEsTE
'l\..: Y HLI', -

EL

"HI1LDURA"

Month of Januaxy, 1942.

- MNonths of July, sugust, September,
dotaober, lNovember and December, 1941, and January
and Febrmaxy, 19%2.

ihe Searetary,
laval Beoard.,

i »

donth of December, 19541.

Forwarded for the information of the NHaval Board,

It is observed that these ships are not under my
administrative control.

Off'ice of the hear-idmiral

cammanding
Eiﬁlli fqglttl.

1942

NZac Sguadron.
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Commontvealth of Australia

Bepartment of The Nabu.

Ropal ustralian Naby.

The. Commandir lngflﬂler;uu'n ffi::'-'*t“hf-*iﬁ-H”'

Date.........2. Eehruary Reference No..Ca47/80. ..
The Rear ﬂdmlral Commanding H.M.Ae Squadron,

fo-—i. .,,......,.(.Cﬂ.p.}’.-...-.il.ﬂ.....T.]:lE.__...Q_G.II'I;-.'LEJ_H.LL.1..1,].;-.5,.....@i.éh_l.ﬁ.ﬁ.lﬁ;. HeMoA S "WARREGO" , )
Subject ... Helloe Ao S "SWAN" - WAR DIARY FOR THE MONTI OF JANUARY 1942.

Submitted the following War Diary for H.M.A. Ship under
comnand for month of January 1942:

Jan 4

Jan,

Jana

13 Jan. & 14 Jan,

ORIAL

SWANY ? 8 in company with, and under the orders of
II.EI.:..& 'WARREGO",

1800 (Zone -11). Departed from Port Moresby.

1600 (-11). Rendezvoused with couvoy for Port Moresby
in position 13°04"8,149°31"E, Stationed as A/S screen.
Convoy escorted by n.h.n. Ships "AUSTRALIA", "CANBERRA",
"PERTH"® and H.,M.S. “ACHILLES".

1430(-11). Convoy arrived Port harerby. At 1745(=11)
"SWAN" proceeded alongside "AQUITANIA" and embarked
250 troops, landing them across H.M.S."ACHILLES" at
f. A second trip was made when 300 troops were
landed and then approximately 170 were taken Irom
Shore to "AQUITANIA", "SWAN" anchoring at midnight,

1900(=11)« "WARREGO" and "SWAN" weighed and proceeded
to afford A/S protection to H.M.A.S."CANB ERRA" and

S .S MAQUITANIA" until clear of searched channel, and
were debached at 1945(-11) to proceed to Darwin,

On passage to Darwin. At 2000(-11) anchored off
Dalrymple Island until midnight.

On passage to Darwin. At 1700 Medical Officer and
|.S.; eBla tr;;:ﬂ,:-fe.i.lEﬂ to iu.:...H.. GO" tempﬂral“ily*

On passage to Darwin., At 1615 (-104) altered course
to rendezvous with S.S."HAWAIIAN PLANTER" and escort
her to Darwin.

1815. Met S,.S,"HAWAIIAN PLANTER* and formed A/S screen.,

Pagsed through boom and secured on
1800 in Darwin harbour,

1330 (-10%). "SWAN" left Darwin escorting Dutch vessel

"BANTAM® to0 Amboina. ("SWAN" carried 1 Captain and
16 other ranks A.l.F.)

0800 (-8%). Off La Ha, embarked Dutch Naval Officer
and was piloted through minefields to Amboina,
anchoring at 0900 (-8%) in 25 fathoms.

I proceeded to A,C.H., Halong, and eventually reported
to the Naval Board that the earliest time of departure

o "

of "BANTAM" for Koepang would be P.M. Wednesday
14 Januarv. I subsequently received orders to remain
at Amboina and escort "BANTAM" to Xoepang.
. At Amboina. Air raid warnings were frequent but no
raids eventuated. By Wednesday, 14 January, it was

obvious to me that "BANTAMY would not be ready to sail

DEPDFQH;.K: vaturday, 17 January, and I reported to
val Board according ly.
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?&~Jan. & 14-Jan.
(Conttd. )

Friday,

15 Jan,

16 Jan.

2e

"BANTAM" had been alongside the Wharf unloading
but on Wednesday she was anchored off for 36 hours
while another Dutch Ship was unloaded,

0920 (-8%). Adr raid warning, probably reconalssance
aircraft,

1025, ALkl c¢lear,

1100, Warning. 1120. Approximately 16 Japanese
Fighters appeared and shot down the two local
"Brewsters" (Dutch), losing two themselves.

Following this 24 Bombers TMitsubiShi Type 96,

Serial 37) in formation, bombed I2 Ha Aerodrome,
after which the Fighters machine-gunned the aerodrome
and the Catalina Base in the Inner Harbour.

"SWAN" was too far away to engage any aircraft though
three rounds were fired from "X" gun when two fighters
flew towards the Ship.

Damage from the raid was approximately as follows:-
Six bombs on runway of aerodrome, two Brewster
fighters, two Catalinas and one Hudson destroyed.

4 A.,I.F. killed, and one or two fuel dumps burnt,
Three Japanese fighters are believed to have been
destroyed,

0845 and 1040, Air raid warnings.
At 1055 two formations of 8 Japanese bombers (same
type as previous day ) were seen approaching "BANTAM"
at the Wharf, "SWAN" being practically in line.

Fire was opened immediately and at about 1058 "SWAN"
was nearmissed by 6 bombs, all of which fell within
100 yards of the stern.

Two bowbs fell just inshore ahead of "BANTAM" but

did no damage.

The bombers then attacked two AJI.F. dumps in the
hills and returned and attacked "SWAN" again, seven

or eight bombs falling around the stern much closer
than the first lot,

Some splinters came inboard from each stick but no
damage was caused except that a Whaler lying astern
was holed and one rating at "X" gun received a scratch
on hig forehead.

"SWAN'S" gunnery appeared to be quite good except

that one gun used wrong fuzes due to the fuze setter
becoming deaf at the first broadside,

From the Ship the bursts appeared to be amongst the
aircraft and reports from shore later confirmed this.
One bomber was seen to be emitting large puffs of
black smoke after the first attack and it was

revorted from the Shore that after the second attack
one fell out of formation and eventually crashed,

but I had no confirmation of this,

I felt most uncomfortable and handicapped as the
harbour, which is small, is mined on two sides and
leaves little room in which to manoeuvre the Ship,

and I had been unable to persuade the local
authorities to give me a copy of their chart with
details of the minefields.,.

When attacked, I was at anchor but on each subseguent
warning I weighed and pointed across the harbour,
Fortunately no further attacks were made by bombers,
but fighters attacked the Catalina Base again at
about 1330 on Friday.

I consider that we were extremely fortunate in
suffering neither casualties nor damage, and am
convinced that had "SWAN" not been anchored close

to the Wharf, "BANTAM" and the wharf, which was
covered with bombs recently unloaded, would have been
destroyed as the bombing was very accurate and HSWAN ™
the only opposition.

It seemed that the wharf was meant to be the tary
but this was changed to "SWAN" on her opening f

get,
ire.

RCOIGT 072760



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEM

ORIAL

Sat, 17
Sun. 10 J
Mon. 19

Jan -

Tues.20 Jan.

Wed., 21

e 3T
Lurs 3 :'_"%

Jan,
Jane.
25

Jan.

Jan.,

L

Je

The Ship's Company behaved splendidly, but these attacks
emphagsized the need for some form of gunshields and
splinter protection round all exposed positions.

The only splinter proof mattresses onboard are around
"BY gun and I lﬂuﬂﬂl to request additional numbers of
these at the first opportunity., In the meantime a
limited amount of planking and shot mats have beer rlgged
on the guard rails round "A" gnd "X" guns and the gun's
crews have learnt how to dispose their hammocks to the
best advantage.

The bombs dropped are thought to have been about 5001lbs.
armour piercing.

I had been requested to evacuate some troops (Ineffectives
and some civilians, and having Naval Board's approval,
at 1600 (-8 ) I moved alongside the wharf, "BANTAM" now
being at the @oaling Wharf, and embarked 1 Captain and

9 other ra kg, A.I.F., an American lMissionary and his
son, and the wives of two Dutch Army Officers, each with
3 small children.

At 1700 (-8%) both Ships sailed for Koepang.

At about 2100 two red lights (vertical) were seen astern
of "BANTAM"™ for a few secondsy I investigated but could
find nothing,

On passage tu Koepang escorting "BANTAM",

At 161 15 ) an object on the horizon ahead was sighted
for a 11nute or two, and I altered course to the
Southward as I felt from its sudden disappearance it
nust have been a submarine,

At dark course was altered to regain original route

at the entrance to Ombai Strait at daylight, and at 2245
"BANTAM" reported that she had been ﬂtudﬂﬂ&ﬂ by torpedoes
(2 ahead, 1 astern) from the South,

I coulfl find no trace of the submarine but overtaking
"BANTAM" again, I and others on the Bridge, saw & white
light low on "BANTAM'S"™ port quarter, being flashed in a
coutherly direction,

I informed "BANTAM" but heard nothing concerning the
matter from him,

ReA.A.Fe Hudson aircraft provided A/S cover for the
passage through Ombai Strait and I amended my E,T.A,
through one of them, "SWAN"™ and "BANTAM"™ anchoring

in Koepang harbour at 2200 (-8%).

HMA.S,"WARREGO" and two American Cruisers and some
Destroyers were in the harbour.,

0930 (-8%). "SWAN" departed Koepang for Darwin,

1430 (-9%). I received N,0.C.D.'s signal ordering me
to rendezvous with "KATOOMBA" for submarine hunt off
Darwlin.

2315 (-104). Arrived rendezvous but owing to weather
conditions proceeded seawards again until daylight.

0800 (-10%). Rendezvoused with "KATOOMBAY and
"DELORAINE"™ and agsisted in searching for damaged
submarines, one being definitely located.

At 1315 I was ordered to proceed into harbour and
anchored at 1715,

All passengers were disembarked and work was commenced
on cleaning one boliler,

A .

At Darwin boiler cleaning,

0900 (-10%4). Proceeded alongside "BRITISH SAILOR" for
fuel.
1400. ullpﬁeﬂ and proceeded, escorting S.5."KOOLAMA

+ -| .
E._.I'l:.l .|I'\...'-.J. F Vi -:‘. ‘i.l'_l,‘__,-;_rr]l
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but lost the contact at about this time and was unable to
regain it, I did not believe this Lafl submarine and hac
noticed & distinet tide rip on passing the position earlier
[JM.A.S,"DELORATNE" who was in the ¢1GlHLtj investigated the
area while I rejoined "KOOLAMA",but she found nothing.

£t "KOOLANMA"
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Jan, \t 0715 (10%) I relieved U,S, Destroyer "PEARY" and
i rovi _;if:_f .’j‘_ Lr,-";h} L.!IF"'H: ED; i 01l fhjl”' :III: ®L 4 ™ -i 8 "] r"-...-" "l-_.:l'_-.._-_.:l.-j.'- ] ;:_?u..r.:i it 1.1*"% 0 Wasd
working with divers on & sunken submarine,
At 1715 I escorted "KQOOKABURRAY to harbour and resumed my

'_-. ol —.-.D.I_ L ]

JaN, ¢ \t 0800 (=10%) I met H,M,A.S."KARANGI" outside the boom
snd provided A/S protection for her while she laid buoys
in tkue:¢¢a¢wnled channel, escorting her to harbour at 1600
and investigating a report of a floating mine at 1000.
[hig was rc' ably one of the buoys laid by "KARANGIW.
'SWAN" anchored in Darwin harbour at 2000,
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@umm;mmealtb of Qustralia

Htpdrlmnui of The Nauby.

ﬁuyal guﬁtraltan HNaby.

Date.........2.. Januaxry..194c.. ... Reference No._.C245/4Q4 . .. . .. .
The Rear Admiral CDmnﬂnleE HeM, Australian Squadron.

To.......Copy to The Senior Officer 20th..] Minesweeping Flotilla, )

Subject ... Balle B2t SVAN" - WAR.DIARY. FOR DECEMBER.1941..

Submitted the following War Diary for H.M.A, Ship
under my command for the month of December 1941:-

Throughout the month "SWAN™ was in company with the
Senior Officer 20th. Minesweeping Flotilla (H.H,R.S.“WARREGO").

: 0615, Weighed and proceeded from Adventure Bay, completed
searching sweeps in approaches to Hobart at 1100 and proceeded
for Melbourne at 1115,

\
!

On passage, Hobart to lielbourne,

0500. Seecured at Nelson Pier, Williamstown for fuel,
1115. Moved Ship to Princes Pier, FPort Melbourne,

0900, Slipped and proceeded for Sydney, experiencing very
rough weather from Port Yhillip to Wilson's Promontory.

On passage Melbourne to Sydney.

1145, Secured on H,M.,A.S."WARREGO" at Garden Island.

At Sydney., "SWAN" was docked in Sutherland Dock, Cockatco
Island, with "WARREGO"™ on 9 December and undocked on

10 December,

During this period the four (4) 3 pdr. Q.F. saluting guns
were removed, and a double depth charge chute was fitted
either side aft, the number of depth charges carried being
made up to 40,

0815. Slipped and proceeded for Brisbane.
On passage Sydnewy tc Brisbane.

0615. Secured at Newstead Wharf, Brisbane for fuel,
1125« Slipped and proceeded for sweeping operatioms off
Bus tard Head,

0815, Commenced sweeping between Lady Elliot Island and Bustard k
Head,
1330, Anchored off Lady Musgrave Island.

0430, Weighed and continued sweeping operations. On completion
at 1445 set course for Brisbane,

1120, Secured on "WARREGO" gt Newstead Wharf, Brisbane,
?

At Brisbane,

0800, Slipped and proceeded as A/S escort for Free French
Cruiser "LE TRIOMPHANTE" and S.S. "ORMISTON"™,

1230. Joined "“"LE TRICMPHANTE" and "ORMISTON" off Cape Moreton
and proceeded.,
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22 Dec ®

Dec.)
Dec. )
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28 Dec.

Dec, )
Dec. )
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Dec.

21 Dec.

L L

05600, Detached with "WARREGO“" to renmdezvous with Hal B
"PENSACOLA" and convoy in positiom 26°28" §.,157° 11" E,
0930, In station as A/S escort for U.S.S. "PENSECOLA" and
Convoy bound for Brisbane, H.M.A, Ships "CANBERRA" and "PERT
and HeM.S. "ACHILLES" in company.

0830, Arrived Northwest Buoy, Moreton Bay and carried out
A/S patrol while convoy entered,

1300. Proceeded up Brisbane River and berthed on "WARREGO"™
at Bagle St., Wharf at 1515.

Commenced boiler cleaning.

At Brisbane,

2045, Received orders to recall all libertymen and sail
as soon as possible,

0430, Slipped and proceeded with "WARREGO" for Port lMoresby,
landing one rating diagnosed as probable acute appendicitis
at Caloundra at 1100,

On passage Brisbane to Port Moresby.

Arrived Port Moresby at 0800, "SWAN" sweeping the channel
into the harbour before proceeding alongside for fuel,
berthing on S.S. "MANGOLA" at 1330,

1710, Slipped from S.S. "MANGOLA" and anchored.

At Port Moresby.
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Commontuealth of Qustralia

fepartment of The Nuby.

Royal Qustralian Naby.

From ....The Commanding Officer, H,M,A.S."SWAN",

Date.......2.Recember. 194 1..............Reference No.....Ca43/400 ...

To........the Rear Admiral Commanding H.,M, Australian Squadron.
(Cnpy to The Senior Officer, 20th. Minesweeping Flbtilla, )

oubmitted the follewing War Diary for H.,M.A., Ship
under my command for the month of November 1941:-

1 November) Completed sweeping through Bass Strait, commenced
and A/S and visual patrol between Cape Otway and
November Cape Liptrap.

November On pa&trol.,

November 0545. Convoy passed, 0700 rejoined the Senior Officer,
20th, Minesweeping Flotilla (H.M.,A.S."WARREGO®" ) and
proceeded to Williamstown, berthing at Nelson Pier
at 1315 for fuel.

November 0630, Shifted billet to Princes Pier, Port Melbourne.

& 7 November At Port Melbourne,

) November 1050K/8, Slipped and proceeded with Flotilla to
Hobart, berthing at Princes Pier, Hobart at 1230K
on 10 November.

11 & 12 November At Hobart.

13 November 1100. Slipped and proceeded, anchoring in Adventure
EE&.}’ at 141 0.

.14 November 0530. Weighed and proceeded; weather unsuitable for
.# sweeping and Flotilla returned to anchorage at 0845,

15 November 0530, Weighed and proceeded. At 0730 commenced
clearing sweep south of Tasman Island.
1030. Weather unsiuwtable for sweeping, "in sweeps",
returned to anchorage.

16 to 18 November At anchor in Adventure Bay, rough weather making
sweeping impossible,

19 November 0530. Weighed and proceeded., At 0715 commenced
clearing sweep south of Tasman Island, 1525. Clearing
sweep completed with negative results, flotilla
proceeded to Blackma&n's Bay, anchoring at 1840.

20 November 0830, Weighed and proceeded to Hobart, berthing at
Princes Pier at 0945. Commenced boiler cleaning.

21 to 24 November At Hobart.

25 November 1400, Slipped and proceeded to Adventure Bay,
anchoring at 1700.
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*26 November 0630. Weighed and proceeded; carried out searching
sweep in approaches to Hobart.,

27 Novewmber 0500. "SWAN" was detached and weighed and proceeded
for Melbourne.

1200. Ordered to rejoin FKFlotilla.
1610. Rejoined Flotilla in Adventure Bay.

28 _to 30 November Flotilla continued searching sweeps 1in approaqheﬁ
‘ to Hobart, anchoring each night in Adventure Bay.,

-
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Lieytenant Commander
ZOAMIANDING OFFICER.
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ORIAL

8t 6239

Commontoealth of Justralia
fAepartment nf The Naby.

Ropal JQustralian Naby.

From ....+he. Commanding. Qfficer, Hell.A.S . "SWAN" ,

Date....... 8. November. 1941..... querence No.. C.41/40..
The Rear Admiral Camjandlnu H M. Australian Squidrw

wammmeuﬂ@ymma ...... The. Senior. Qfficer,. 20fh. Minesweeping Flotilla,)

Subject ... iLadla s Sa2SWANY - WAR DIARY FOR OCTOBER 1941. .. .. ...

cubmitted the following War Diary for H.M.A, Ship
under my command for the month of October 1941:-
Throughout the month H,J . A.S."SWANY was in company
with the C}Eﬂlli}l? Offic 20 Minesweeping Flotilla (H.M.A.S,
"y 'a.-"l.. ‘}L'_'J “{.}" )
¥ L a i LT [ ]

October At anchor in Broken Bay. 0415 weighed and carried
out searching sweeps between Sydney and Newcastle
until 1300 when bad weather prevented further
sweepling and Flotilla returned to Broken Bay.

1200. HE_J]ua and proceeded to Sydney, securing
ot Tjr.'n:. -1.- (W L { {_JhTC t 'E:l-t ":.rﬂ.g bU 3‘]’ at 1' \.}O-

*:a.t Ey {1‘131"33-‘*.

0930, Slipped and proceeded - continued sweeping
op “ﬂtiguq between Eydﬂev and Newcastle, anchoring
in Broken DBay ench night, until 10 October when
Flotilla returned to udeUF at 1700,

11 October 1300. Flotilla slipped and proceeded to Hobart.

October) : On passag Anchored in Port Arthur at 2000/13.
October)

October 0615. Weighed and proceeded to sweep approaches

to Hobart, berthing at Prince's Pier, Hobart, at 1520,

October At Hobarst,

October 0900. Slipped and proceeded, Carried out A/S patrol
in swept channel until S.S, "QUEEN MARY" passged
Lnwards :mchr::'-"i‘rlt-' near the Iromn Pot at 1745 and
c@rzylnu pUu continuous A/S patrol.,
During the ght "SWAN®" dragged and had to be
re-aﬂﬂhured.

October At anchor carrying out A/S watch,
1000. "MILDURA" relieved '“fﬁf", "SWAN" proceeding
alongside rrinces tier, Hobart for boller cleaning

proceeded to anchor in Port

Arvaul

0500. Weighed and carried out ‘ trol in swept
channel until S.S, "QUEEN MARY" ps¢ d outwards,
anchoring in Port Arthur at 0930,

October : 0700. Weighed and swept approaches to Hobart,
anchoring 1n North West Bay at 1540,
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- Commontwealth of Hustralia

¥y Al

- I P
- "

SESRET, | : Hepartment of The Naby.

Ropal Qustralian ﬁahp

Ihe_uﬂul ;;ﬁ; CEELH P - ”E' ATl

...z LL g d ...L.f-.-" |.n‘!‘l-J.'l .

i October 1941, Referenﬂe No.. Ce WEJ/ +0

r-hl_

The *mqrufﬂiJLme Commanding --.L.luuuguijﬂﬁkaUduxon.
i (Copy to Senior Officer, Joul. flinesweeping Flotilla.)

Subject .....aMle e S "SWANT - WAR DIARY FOR SEPTEIBH
The following War Diary for H.,M,A.,Ship under my command
for the month of September 1¥ﬁ1 is submitted:

.L.«.w.“d'-q” was in fdny uith oenior Officer, 20th,
sweeping Flotilla (H M.A.S '1 ' throughout the month,

At sea sweepling

G o
Completed gsweeplng a and proceeded to Williamstown,
perthing at Nelson ri '

At Williamstown, ;
0930 Eligﬁeﬁ and proceec arried out 2 runs of Full
umz bre firing at 1 = targets and berthed at Statlon
Pier, Port 3'*‘- a 0. Commenced boiler-cleaninge.

At Port lelbourne,
Lieutenant H.C.e Asher R, L. N.Re(S) joined Ship on

-

and Lieutenant J. lagwell R,A.N, @n 1& QEUU.

o
L

- . . ng £
0630, Slipped and proceeded, sweepl Del ol

e L -:}1

Swept through

dar ied ou searching 2ps between Gabo Island and
Twofold Ba anchoring at night in Twofold Bay.

JaDJu from Twofold Bay to Bateman's Bay, anchoring 1in

Bateman's | at '}LOUn
ﬁ~jt from Batemands Bay tGo
ervis Bay '

T
L=

-

rvis Bay, anchoring 1n

out searching sweeps off Jervisg Bay, anchoriug
2200, Weighed and proceeded for Sydne]
Arrived Eyquuy, berthed on "WARREGO" in cht'ayer
Farm Cove,
Lieutenant ReTe Salmon RANRe(S) left Ship for

¥ .l..-..._..ﬂ-l-|.'l
] "'_"'"-_"""""'I '-| 1]
i.'{x_}u-l.x..:l.. - L -{

2 IO
(D =b

'I'C;
F C o

h e

At Sydney. .
1410, Slipped and proceeded to Broken Bay, anchoring at 1700.

]
a

% s W
- 1
r1—|-.
1

o
'
]

D \n
s

,.,
=)
I'-,:__*:'

@O P T

o

sweeps between Broken DBay
1 ‘ r|'1
Bay each night.
= iy —— “I - ~ = = - 4
were carried out at & sleeve

-
o

TATT" weighed a2t 2200 on Sept. and proceeded
land one rating suffering om Acute Appendiclf
?QLthy Flotilla nexz morning

ra suffering from Mumps were landed

5l e
-'..

f:_”“

._.:ILJ"l
._

,_1!?!'
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e Commpnwealth of Auxsiralia
anrh! 1 3R A Bepartment of Beferno
N Ex=erar, ol 7 s
[)Exorar, | |\ * . To T e
Rogal Australian Namy. /
From. i The Commanding Officer, H.M,A.S."SwaN®",
Date.. .. .2 September 1941, __ Reference No. C«37/40
f i Rear Admiral Commanding, H.M.A.Australian Squadron..
_ (Copy to Senior Officer, 20th.Minesweeping Flotilla)
Subject .. H M.AoS."SUAN"» WAR DIARY FOR AUGUST. 1941.
Submitted: -
The following War Diary for H.M.A.Ship
under my command, for the month of August 1941:-

1st.August :

2nd.and 3rd.
August

L L]

4th.August

5thl Augllﬂ t

6th.August

7th.August

L L]

8 th .Auguﬂ t to
10th.August :

12th.August

13th.August
& 14th.August:

15th. August 3

16th.August
&17thAugust

e

LT

aa

13th.Aughst

19th.August

e

20th.and 21s$
August, :

22nd.August

23rd. to 28th.
August

28th August :

29th.August

30th. and3ist
August. :

0745. Arrived Melbourne from Bass Strait.

At Melbourne.
Slipped and proceeded to carry out searching sweeps

on Western Kmsxxsxiznr Coast.
Victorian

Weather unsudtable for sweeping, anchored off Portland
at 1220,

Weighed at 1400 and proceeded towards Lacepede Bay.

Sweeping off Lacepede Bay.

Sweeping in Western Bass Strait.

Weather unsuitable for sweeping, anchored in Apdllo Bay
at 0845-

0700, Weighed and proceeded to anchor in Sealers Cove
E,i-t 1?15'1

Sweeping Eastern Bass Strait, proceeding towards
HMelbourne at 1700K/14

Anchored in "ort Thillip from 0630 to 1400 due to
fog, securing at Nelson ier, Williamstown at 1515,
At Williamstown.

Slipped and proceeded to Hobart.

On passage to Hobart.

Swept channel to Hobart proceeding alongside Princes
Pier, Hobart at 1345/21.

At Hobart(

At anchor off Iron Tot, keeping 4/S watch .
0700, Weighed and proceeded for Waterloo Bay.

1100. Anchored in Waterloo Bay.

Sweeping through Bass Strait. -

Liesuterfant Commander
COMHAEDINGJQFFICEE.

—
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Commonmealth of Australia
Bepartment of Befence

Royal Australian Namy.
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Commonmealth of Australia
Bepartment of Befence

Roygal Aunstralian Nauoy.
Frﬂm“"‘""‘“" fhdils LA MDD :.“.'.‘I.'." v SieaRVEALGW S . o 1SNt .I' LR TS - s
Daic.2nd, JUuly, 198). ~  Reference No.- Sa33/80,
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e | :(!lnmmﬁnmmlth of Australia
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Roygal Australian Nawy.

Date.... . 14th. June, 1541l. ____ Reference No.
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Comumonmealth nf Australia
Bepartment of Defence

Roygal Australian Nauny.

Date_ €04« day, 1941. Re{{erﬂnce No. . Ye 29/4U.
ing KuAR=ADwiRAL l.;urm_muu L 1N n +Jﬂk-n.ﬂquaﬂ1‘0 - B uupy 'EU 'L'.HE

: o senior VUificer, 20th. uminesweeping rFlotilla, HeieA.S . " WARREGO

Subjecfﬂ.h‘i.i&.b-"sw.{-‘uﬂu - wArt UIARY FUR wONTH OF AFRIL, 1941.

ine Ifollowing war Diary Ior He.i.A.Ship under Ly
command for tne month of April, 1941, is subtmiited -

"SWANT has been in company with thne Senior Ufficer
2Utn. uinesweeping rlotilla, (HeleAeS «"WARREGO" ) throughout the
montin.

April, 1st. am. osweeplng approacnes to Hobart.
1330, secured at Ucean Fier, nobart, for fuel.

April, 2nd. Carrying out A/S Fatrol outside ihHobart and
escorving Hel.T."Queen Llizaceth™ to Hobart,
ancnoring at 103U, 2 miles 314° from IKON PUT, and
carrying out continuous A/S 8weep.

AT anchor carrying out A/S sweep.

ucuu welghed and proceeded to rHobvart, securing
at rrince's rier at 0700, (Hepairs to BSoiler brickwork

1500, slipped and returned to ancinorage, resuming
A/ sweep at 1600.

161>, welghed and proceeded, escorting HeleT e " Queen
sLlizabeth" to Cape Raoul, then proceeding to
Ba8s watrait.

April, oth. Un passage, iunobart to bass oStrait.
April, Yth. oweeping through bass Strait.
& 12tn.
Aprili,lith. 0700, secured at frince's Fier, FPort Melbourne.

April, l4th. At Port ielbourne, carrying out gunnery and kine=
to loth. sweeping excercises in <fort Fhilliip on 17th.

April, 1Yth. 1400, slipped and proceeded to ancnorage oii rortseas

April, . | Larrying out searcning sweeps between Fort Fhniliip
to 241 and Burnie, Tasmanig .

Aprii, 25 oweeping © C ¥ O until recalled by hNaval Board
8lgnal, secured at lelson rier Williamstown at
1700

April, Z0th.
& 2/th. At williamstiown.

April, 2oth. 1300, slipped and proceeded to ancnorage oii Fortsea.

April 29Yth. wearening Sweep Irom rFort rhillip to “ape VYtway,
anchoring in Apollo Bay for night.

April, iuth. uarrglng out clearing sweep ofi Cgpe Utway, ancnoring
in Apolioc Bay for tne nignt.

e

’ I..-."?

: i ‘_r.'.
I
=Lomuand 'y R .A.N.

hmmu.u .I..-HLI' Ok ICKR
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Commonmealth of Australia
Bepartment of Befence

Royal Australian Nany.

Date___2nd. APril, l1%Y41.

. 4 . s N
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Tﬂ e . N - * b N ok b b r ol § = WAL .

Subject isHieAsiDe "OWANT =

s et e Reference No._ Ss-af B0 - oo
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Uommonwealth of Australia
Bepartment of Hefence

Rogal Australian Nany.
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N7 T T ~ . - . e i
Frﬂm _“""""—t “"'-"" ""r"'lr"-—-"--'-f__if-_—-—"'l -J--'-I L.-J.— " Ja.l'.lij =k W 2bA -l._-“-\.-'l it & ll...‘__.:ll.#l_- 3

Date.. 4the March, 1941. Reference No. . “+ 22/40.
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

4 AES36/0021] of Bhasy 1.
== = Commonwealth of Australia =S

Bepartment of Hefence

Loyal Australian Nany.

From__ THE COMMANDING OFFICER, Hel.A.S."SWAN", o
Date_._28d. January, 194l. Reference No.. . G21/40.

THE REAR ADMIRAL COMMANDING, H.M.A. SQUADRON. (Copy to :-
To____1he Senior Ufficer, 20th. lMinesweeping Hlotilla ..

Subject_ " oMeAeDSe "SWAN" = WAR DIARY - DECEMBER, 1940.

oubmitted for information the following war Jiary of

HelioeAeS« "SWAN" for the month of Lecember, 1940,

HelleAeS"SWAN" was in company with the Senior Officer,
20th. Minegsweeping Flotilla, HeleAeS. "WARKHEGO" for the whole month
0f Jecember.

! Wal il §=in
s Ll 0 .|_._._.:___,,,:‘:,

B

sunday, 1s

-

—
™
L

« = Carrying out searching sweep from SCF.6A towards
.

2nd. - 0000 - welghed and proceeded ~ thieck fog prevented any
sweeplng ~ Ships anchored in Sealer s Cove at 1300.
3rd. - Carried out searching sweep along SCF.H5 anchoring in

Sealer's Cove at 1500.
2200 - welghed and proceeded towards Jegl 4+island.

4th. - Carried out searching sweep along SCF.HA towards SCF.6 -
Anchored cealer s Cove at 2145,

Hhth. - Continued clearing sweep off Cliffy Island.
1030 -~ Anchored in Uberon Bay.

6th. - 1330 - weighed and shifted billet to Sealer's Cove,
anchoring at 1500.

/th, - Completed clearing sweep off Cliffy island =

1635 - Anchored in Sealer's Cove.
- Alter violent squalls and rain weighed and proceeded.
1615 = Arrived williamstown ~ fuelled.
2315 - Slipped and proceeded for Backstairs Passage.
Yth.& 10th. - Un passage Tto ovouth Australia - weather unsuitable
Ifor sweeping.
1ith.& 12th. = Carried out searching sweeps from Backstairs Fassage
to 100 fathom line.
13th. - (Un passage to vicinity Cape borda.
l4th.& 15th. = Carried out searching sweeps from Althorpe island to
100 fathom line. On completion proceeded for Adelaide.
16th. - 1000 1K - Berthed at "D" wharf, Birkenhead, Adelaide,
for fuel and boiler cleaning.
1/7th = 10th. & 19th. - At Adelaide.

X
L_}'
E.

20th . - 1020 = 1n company with HelleAeS."WARREGO" glipped and
proceeded towards Althorpe lsland.

2lst. - Carried out searching sweep from Althorpe island to 100
fathom line. On completion “"SWANY" proceeded to Port
Lincoln to land seriously ill rating at 2330.

22nd . - 0430 -~ Kejoined "WARRHEGO" and proceeded to investigate

area in whieh S.S."hertford" was damaged by explosion.
1040 = In sweeps - mine foul of "SWAN's" port sweep =~
oteamed al slow speed through night—=after trying to clear

sweep.

23ird. - At daylight sighted sweep, all clear = Proceeded to
rendezvous with "ORARA" off Cape Jervis at 1600 =
1630 - Proceede& for Bass Strait.

24th. - Un passage Lo Bass otrait.

25th. - Carried out searching sweep from 100 fathom line along
L.F. to position "D",

26th. - A.M. = Carried out searching sweep along SCF.6 and then

proceeded to berth at williamstown at 1500.
27th.& 28th. - At ¥Williamstowne.
29th. - 0001 K/29th. - Sailed from #illiamstown /
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23 - 0001 E/29th =~ bailed from Williamstown in company
with "WARREGO" and "“"URARA"™. |

0500 - Commenced searchling sweep down SCH .0 To H.XH

anchoring in Phogques Bgy for the night.

0400 - Weighed and carried out searcning sweep along

to 100 fathom line, proceeding on conclusion for

oLl « HA .

- Carried out searching sweep along SCF.HA, proceeding
on conclusion towards Hobart.

HolM.AeS«"DOOMBA" rejoined Flotilla at 1330.

¢ 3

. o " _|"-
Vo 0 | /5
[ i f . f |
7, 7 7 f .
J f

Tilh s I J -1 17
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o~ Commonmealth of Australia
- 3 i Bepartment of Befence
SECRET,
Royal Australian Nauoy.
From.. ___ _THE COMMANDING OFFICER, HelleAeS."SWAN",
Date....2nd. December, 1940. PReference No.. - CekYfe0, —
THE H]ilA.[‘l ADMIRAL &).M.Muﬂiﬂﬂ ﬂ-h-ﬂ- SQUMRO.H, tuﬂpy TO =

T The -Sgnier -Vificer, 20th+ m/‘ar e

Subject__ HsileAeB M SWANT - WAR DIARY - HOVEMBER, 1940,

Submitted Ifor iniormation the Ifollowling war Liary of
HeMeAs Ship under my command for tne month ol november, 1940 i~

1st.November -~ “SWAN" returned to Fort ielbourne from Port PhilIip.

2nd. &« 3rd. - At Princes Pier, Port “eibourne.

4th.November. - Slipped and proceeded at 1500 in company with Senior
Officer, 20th., W/b.Flotilla, in "WARRHGO" for South
Augstralian vigters.

hth. b - On passage to South Australia.
6th. . - Carrying out searching sweep in Backstairs Passage:
: anchored for night in mastern Cove.

7th . - - QCarrying out seardglng sweepsin St.Vinecent’'s Gulf:
anchoreda for night in sastern Cove.

oth. N - 0140 1K - wWeighed and proceeded with DedeAesds "WARREGO
for Port kelbourne.

9th . " - 0200 K - Ofif Cgpe VUtway searcning for survivors and

wreckaga o1 SeDe"City of Rayville®". Anchored in Appllo
10th, " = 0200 K -~ Weighed and prnﬂeedad for searcining sweeps
off King Island at daylight, hove to in bad weather from
1400 to 1900, then proceeded towards rendezvous with
"Stratheden®.
11lth. . - 0300 K.- received signal postponing rendezvous with
“Stratheden®. Returned to King Island, rejoining
“WARREGO" at 0700 and anchoring in Sea ilephant Bay at 1134

12th. » - weighed and proceeded at 0100 K to rendezvous wWita
"Stratheden” gt 0500 and sweep anead 0I ner to rort
Phillip. 0830 - “Stratheden” proceeded indepently,

"OWAN" recovered sweeps and proceeded to williamstown,
bertiaing at Nelson Pier at 1ol).

13tn. s - 0900 Kk - Slipped and proceeded - carried out search-
ing sweep in swept channel “CD" r.M., then proceeded as
requisite to sweep channel "EN" at daylight on 14th.

14th. - - At sea sweeping channel "HEHF", - at 2000 K proceeded
a8 requisite for backstairs fassage.

15th . " - At sea - On passage to ~ackstairs Fassage.

16th. u - Under way sweeping in Backstairs Passage and
approaches. Anchored off Zdithbourg at 2000,

17th. - - In company with Heil.A.S."WARREGO" sweeping through
Investigator Strait; anchored in Emu Bay at 1%45.

1oth.,. - - BSweeping “Strathedenfs” route in Investigator otrait

untii 1200, then proceeded to Adelaide, securing at "D
Wharf, Birkenhead, at 15@0.

19th-20th. - At Adelaide - Boiler cleaning.

21s8t. November - 0900 IK - Slipped and proceeded with "WARREGO" Tor
wilsan's Frromotorye.

22nd , 2 - OUn passage.

23rd. - - 1530 K - Anchored in Uberon Bay.

24th. 3 - Carrying out clearlna sweep off wilson's FPromotory,
anchoring in Sealer's Cove for the night.

25th. " - Completed clearing sweep off rfromotory, anchoring in
Sealer's Cove for the night.

26th. " - Carrying out searching sweep along SCF 5, anchoring
in Seaker's Cove for t he nigat.

27th. o - Carrying out clearing sweep off Hogan Group,

ancnoring in wWaterloo Bay for the night.

/
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258th. November =~ Carrying out searching sweep along “SCF 5%,

proceeding towards Fort Phillip through the nignt.
29th . " - Carrying out searching sweep in "SCKF 0" A.d.,
proceeding to Williamstown and securing at inNelson rier
at 1400. :
30th. 2 - 0900 K = Slipped and proceeded, carried out searching
sweep in "SCF 6" P.M.

1930 -~ Proceeded towards wilson's “romotory.

o
LIZUTANANT COMMANDIR.,

S i -

/CORMANDING OFFICHR.
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- Commonmealth of Australia

Bepartment of Befence ;;- 7 / b= = v
Rogal Australion Nawmy.

From___ _THE COMMAL ING OFFICER, H.M.A.S. "SwWanN*,

Date.... 3xd November, 1940, Reference No.. C.12 .-I“.;..':--_h it
Qv THE SECRETARY, HNAVAL BOARD, MELBOURNE, S.C.1. (Copies to t=
My To . _The Rear Admiral Commanding, Hs.li.As Squadron and the
&= g, Boier Officer, 20th /S Flotilla, Helled5e"WARREGO"),
= ubject St S SUREE e
= & HoMo.A.S. "SWAN" -« WAR DIARY FOR MONTH OF OCTOBER

Submitted for the information of the iNaval Board the
Tollowing war Liary of H.l.A. Ship under my command for the
month of Uctober, 1940 t=

18t October = At Princes +fier, FPort iielbourne.
Znd=4th October In Port FPhnillip for excercises.
4tn=-60th Uctober

= At Princes Fier, fort idelbourne.
7t Uctober = Under way for excercises in rYort Fnilliip,
returned te frinces Fier, F.i.
ctih October = At Princes FPier, fort selbournee.
9tiaa Uctober = Under way Ifor excercises in rort Fanilliip,
returned to Nelson FPier, williamstown, F.i.
10th Uctober = At Williamstown.
11th October = Under way for excercise in fort Fhillip,

returned to Williamstown, F.i.
12th=14th October = At Williamstown.

15th October - Under way in Port FPhillip for excercises
returned to Williamstown, Adde.
16th October = At Williamstown.

17th=24th October In company with 20th /S8 Flotilla carrying
out Searching Sweep in sastern Bass Sirait.
2hth Uctober = Heturned to Port Phillip, fuelled at |
Williamstown and shifted bperth to Princes Fier,
Port Melbourne.
At Princes Fier, Port ielbourne.
In Port Phillip for excercisese.

26th=29th October
.5’” 30th=31st October
Z4)

44

e

i

~COMMANDING OFFICER,
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1st

14th

16th

23rd .~

Commonmealth of Australia

Roygal Australian Nawy.

-THE COMM

Sth. October,1940.
THE SECRETARY, NAVAL BOARD, MELBOURNE,
—The Rear-Admiral Commanding, H.ll.A.Squadron and the Senilaor
H.M.AeS«"DOOMBA" ).

Officer,

Subject. - o

10th.
11th.
13th.
15th.

16th.

17th.

19th.
20th.
22nd.
26th.
27th.

i
-

—
P

oModoS

Bepartment of Befence

NDING OFFICER, H Mo AeS"SWAN" o

20th

o e B e e

T

e Jil

RE‘fEI’EﬂCE J'h'irﬂ.... : C ‘15/40

oLPTINBER, 1940,

Submitted for the information of the Naval Board the
following War Diary of H.Ji.A.S."SWAN™ for the month of September,

September
September
september
September

September

September

September
September
Septanber
Septeaember
September

28th - 30th. September

- At Garden island, Sydney, refitting.
Docked in Fitzroy Dock, Cockatoo Island.

Undocked and retur

At Garden lsland provisioning, storing and

ned to Garden lsland.

ammunitioning ship.
Moved to Chowder Bay for De~-gaussing trials,
on completion of which ship was swung for
adjustment of Compasses at No. 2 Buoy.

Carried out Full Power Trial at
- Returned to

refit
At Sydneys

Sailed from Sydney for

No. 1 Buoy.

iesternport.

Arrived westernport.

At Westernport.

Sailed from Westernport and arrived at

Port Melbourne.
At Port Melbourne.

/*

LIBYT {iadet COMMANDER.

UQ’;.;#LEL.AI) ING OFFICER.

= N N
_..--r,l_}

conclusion gf

RCOIGTO7 2760



Unmmonwealth of Australia 3
iﬁcpartmmt of ﬁz&me éf ‘?/ 5257// 7?2’

Roygal Australian Namy.
_ THE COMMANDING OFFICER, HeM.A.S."SWAN" =~

_5Sth.September,1940. Reference No.. C«13/40

THE SECRETARY, NAVAL BOARD, MﬁLBOURNE, S C l lbopies to
fr”mmwmmwThe Rear Admiral-Commanding; H A A+Squadron-and-the
senior Ufflcer, 201:11. m/ﬁi .ﬁloltvlll&g lkﬁtﬁnﬂnuDO(J}ﬂBA")

JA.S."SWAN" -~ WAR DIARY - AUGUST, 1940.

Submitted for the informeation of the Naval Board the
following war Diary for H.ll.A. Ship under my command -

Subject.

n.ﬂ.A.S."ﬂ*AN" was refitting at Garden, Island, Sydney,
during the month of August, 1940, 10 days leave belng given 1n
two Watches.

L, L1 TLMI%T CONEANDER .
COMMAIND ING OF ¥ ICER.

e i R e T




Commonmealth of Australia
a,g}-w Bepartment of Befence 6‘5% /_L,_(;. £ / 1%
; £4

i 1‘"
! 1

|

|
DLESER
HLU) iU | wﬁngal Australian Nauy.

From_.. THE COMMANDING OFFICER, HeM.AWS."SWAN",

Date___ 6th August, 1940. - Reference Na. < -17%0

T0i= 0 THE SECRATARY, NAVAL BOARD, MEIBOURNE.
(SDLlEE to The Regr Admiral Lammunulné, H. .d-uqdairﬂn.
Subject __The Senior Officer 20th Minesweeping Flotlllg HallsADe
"DOOMBA" )

In company with The Senior Officer 20th Minesweeping
Flﬂtllla (H.M.A.S."DOCMBAY) at anchor in Waterlooc Bay,
weather unsuitable.for sweeping.

Sweeping with H.Jl.A.S5."DOCMBA®" in vicinity of Wilson's
Promonotory. Bxercised sub-calibre High Angle firing at
smokeburstss

Sweeping with HoleAS c"DOOMBA" from Cape Liptrap towards
Cape Otway proceeding to Port Melbourne on completion.
0200 Secured alongside Princes Pier, “ort %elbourne.

At Princes Pier, Port " elbourne. Range parties from
Seaman and Miscellaneous branches carried out Annual
Musketry Course at Williamstown range.

Dllr uﬂ. &t 1JUD .;].Ild PrﬂﬂEEﬂ.e& with H M. AD . QUUIL;L%Ji"

= e

Steering gear tampered with (special report.forwarded).

Sweeping in vicinity of Wilson's Promonotory in company
with HelleAS <"DOOMBAY, anchoring gt night in Waterloo Baye.
Arrived at Williamstown at 0700, fueled and moved to,Princes
Pier, Fort Melbourne at 1330.
At Port Melbourne.
Departed from Port Melbourne at 0945 with H.M.A.S."DOOMBAW,
1045 carried out "A" sweep demonstration for F.l.D. classes
1145 carried out sub=calibre low ﬁngle firing at Pattern VI
Target, being dedached to proceed to Sydney at 1245.
July. On passage to Sydney. 1600 dropped one depth charge for
exercise, 1730 Bxercised Night Action Stations firing one
round pragtice per 4% gun, loading and unloading 05"
Machina ZUunse

Julye. Arrived in Sydney, ana secured in Destroyer Trot, Farm

Coves

25th=28th. In Farm Cove = deammunitioned ship, prepared for refit.
. O.A. O'Neile was wounded by discharge of round from 0.5"
Machine Gun while dismantling. (special report forwarded).
29th July. Lﬂved.ﬂlﬂn551de Sheerlegs Wharf, Garden Island, commenced

refit, First watch commenced 18 days long leave.
30th=31st. At Garden Islana refittinge.

LIEUTENANT COLILANDER.
COMMANDING OFFICER.
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ORIAL

-_——

Commonwealth of Australia
Bepartment of Befence

7 EFaet/7

S 5CRET.”
RKoyal Australian Nany.
FfﬂﬂL..... : THECGM'M J-: z : -ﬂ'—'j-jﬂ I"J' ""LIJ..A.“.H,Q,;%}““ ________________________________________________________________________ =
Date1st. July, 1940. . ___ Reference No... . £.09/40. o O
‘-il-tj-.-ln.i: IJ.LJ"-JA_LJ_IJ-JL{I -h-‘...i.lull-.:LL -:jUJllé:LLJ L] -.“-L_JJ._I.-_-"\. LJ'.J 'LJ.L_J.J’. d ® _.:-l l L t'n.JD JlES t{} : -
To. ihe Hear Admiral Commanding, Hele.A.Sguadr on,. and the Senior
I_l. ls-: E“* | _{_,l:.}Lﬁ l.h-.ll Qé Eﬁ "gl;lé]‘ *thiia_i nl.u,.. - - ) i
Subjﬁcf_ _______ _;1_1. olil o Ao I-J'I 'l'IIJ'LL': " _'_._ '.I.'L-'L{ .J-Lm_{v JJOR -u.-lh.---rl.u (.J.lj JU-J: Hy k2
#ar Diary of H.M.A. Ship under my command for the month of
June, 1940, is submitted for the information of the Naval Board.
18t - 4th. June =~ At Princes Pier, Port sMelbourne - Boiler cleaning.
4th = Oth. June =~ At sea, in company with “DOOMBA" carrying out

_June -

searching sweeps in viecinity of
At Nelson Frier, williamstown.

Cape Utway.

- Frroceeded to sea in company with H.U.A.
"PARRAMATTAY and “DOOMBAY,

- AT Desa.

hips

1lth - 12th.June - ©Searching sweeps in Backstairs Passage and Spencer
Gulf.

12th. June. -~ Arrived Yort ririe, South Australia.

13th, June. - At Port Firie.

l4th, June. - Mleparted fort Firie - Oweeping in Spencer Gulf in
company with “DOOMBA"Y,.

12th - 17th.June -~ At Port Adelaide.

16th. June - Departed rFort Adelaide (detached).

19th. June. - Searching sweep - Cape Borda to Althorpe Island
and through lnve ati;atur otrait.

20th. June. " 1EJOlﬂEd "DOOMBA" at sea.

21st_~- 24th.June - Searching sweeps, in company with "DOOMBA“, in
vicinity of Cape Utway.

25th. June. - Arrived Fort selbourne.

26th - 27th.June - At Fort Lelf:wur ne.

20th,. June. = - Under n for cxerclsea in Port Yhillip and
proceeding to wilson's fromotory with "DOOMBA"“.

29th. June. - Searching sweep, iﬂ company with "DOOMBA", around
wllson's fromotory.

i0th. June. - At anchor in waterloo Bay.

)
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" MUommonmealth of Australia /
——— i | e Bepartment of BDefence é.ﬂ?/ﬁ’zﬁ// 77‘?

Royal Australian Nauwy.

--vf"ﬁ" m______ THE COMMANDING OFFICER, HeM.AeS."SWAN"
ﬁl T Tm | Dﬂ\ . dst. JUNE, 1940. Reference No... ©«06/40. =
\ THS SECRETAHY, NAVAL BOARD, MiLBOURNE, 5.C.1. -
\ et Q t The benior Ufficer, 20th.M/S.Flotilla, H.M.A.S."DOOMBA"
i I'..I ECI_

_i‘.i;_lH ié_its“lubﬂjﬂ';“_" ‘fm_ii_«}-ﬂﬁi -t'lj-}ﬂ #fiU.ﬂ'iiﬂ (Y MI. : 124{} .

The war Diary for He.vh.A. Ship under my commgnd for the
month of May, 1940, is submitted herewith for the information of
the nNgval bBoard.

lgt. May - Minesweeping exercises off Bunbury.

gnd - Sth. May - Alongside at Sunbury.

bth. May - Sailed from Bunbury and arrived at rremantlie.

gth. lay - Sailed from Fremantle with "YARRA" for Minesweeping
HExercises.

9th - 12th. May - At sea with “YAHRA" for Minesweeping and Anti-
Submarine FPatrol during visit of convoy to ¥Fremantle.

13th - 15th. May - At Fremantle.

16th - 23rd. May = Un passage with "XARRA“ to Port FPhillip.

dj;d - 24in. May - Searching sweeps with 20th. Minesweeping Flotilla in

Bass Strait and off Gabo lsland.

2oth. May - At Twofold Bay - Diving operations.

26th = 27th. Mgy - On passage - lwofold Bay to rort Melbourne.

20th. May - Arrived at Fort selbourne.

29th. lMay - under way in Port Fhillip, P.M., Torpedo target for
Hol e Ae Do “i‘JEﬂTﬂ“ .

30th. May - Under way in rYort Fhillip, A.M., Torpedo target for
Hodil s AeDo "PrER1IHY,

3lst. lay - At Port melbourne.

COMUAND ING OFFICHK.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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S ECRET,

Conumonwealth of Australia

Bepartment of Befence 5??/ olo "/ 77 7
Roygal Aunstralian Nauy.
From___THR COMMANDING OFFICER, HoM.A.S,"SWAN",
Date ... 1st May, 1940. _________ Reference No.. ¥ 021/40,

To THE SECRETARY, NAVAL BOARD, MELBOURNE. S.C.I.

( Copy to The Rear Admiral Commandingt- H.M.A.Squadron )
Subject. WAR DIARY MONTH OF -APRIL. %940, e

War Diary for the month of April, 1940 is submitted
herewith for the information of the iNagvgl Board.

ist April.
2nd .Apri le
4th-6th April,

7th-10th April.
10th-14th April.

19th-22nd April.

281"&-251:11 April,
28th April.
29th April.

30th April.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

At sea on passage, lMelbourne to Fremantle.

Arrived Fremantle.

Sweeping searched ehannel prior to arrival and
departure of R.M.S."ACQUITANIA",

Alongside Fremantle.

At sea intersepting and escorting Norwegian tankers
to Fremantle.

Alongside at Fremantle.

Sweeping searched channel prior to arrival and
departure of convoy.

Alongside at Fremantle.

At sea for gunnery practices.

Alongside at Fremantle.

On passage from Fremantle to Bunbury and arrived
at Bunbury.

Alongside at Bunbury.

HoM.A.8."YARRA" has been in company during the above period.

RCDIGT
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

]
_— i

From____

Subject__

March,
Naval

B T._

Commonmealth of Australia

a:!"l‘rr“ Bepartment of Befence P
Royal Australion Nany. ‘;1 5_5?;5?0,!/‘;75
THE COMMANDING OFFICER, HoMoA.S."SWANW © [ T 7
______ 1st. April, 1940 o o mcoa/-*io i

THE SECRETARY, NAVAL BOARD, MEILBOURNE, S.C.l.
HelleAeS."SWAN" - WAR DIARY ¥FOR MONTH OF MARCH, 1940.

Diary of H.Jl.A.Ship under my command for the month of
1940, is submitted herewith for the information of the
Board -

1st. Marech -~ HExercises from Broken.SBagy.

2nd. March - Sailed for and arrived Newcastle, New South Wales.
Hbth. March -~ IBExercises at sea from Newcastle.

7th. March - HExercises with Minesweeping Trawlers. Anchored in

Broken Bay on completion.

oth. Mareh - Sailed for and arrived Sydney.

12th.
131;}.1‘
16th.

17th.
18th -

2lst.
23rd.
2 61;}1 '

3lst.

March - Sailed for exercises with cruisers.
March - fHeturned to Sydney.
March - Sailed, with remainder of 20th. Minesweeping

Flotilla in company, for iwofold Hay.

ilarch - Arrived at iTwofold bay.
20th., March - dMinesweeping operations from iwofold Bay with

20th. Minesweeping Flotilla and “roups 50, 54, and
77 Auxiliary lMinesweepers.,

March - 20th. linesweepling Flotilla sailed for rort Melbourne
March - Arrived at fort #elbourne.
March - ©Sailed, with H.M.A.S."YARRA" in company, for

Fremantlie, west Australisa.

March - On passage to fremantle,

v U1

LIKUTENANT COMMANDER .
COMMANDING OFFI CLii e

RCOIGTO7F2 760



e = Commnnwealth of Australia >CHE'F
5_.!; TP IDENTIEAD Bepartment of Befence ,.;; A
Roygal Aunstralian Nany. | k@?‘?/ﬁ”’/ / %""[jf
From______THE COMMANDING OFFICER, H.M.A.S."S AN
Date..... _29th . FEBRUARY ,1940. Reference No.. C.03/ /40
To.. ... THE SECRETARY, NAVAL BOARD, MELBOURNE, S5.C. 1.
Subject. .. WAR DIARLIES.,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Submitted for the information of the Naval Board in
accordance with Navy Office Confidential Memorandum No.589/201/765
dated 10th. february, 1940, War Diary of H.lM.A.S."SWAN" for the
period 1st. September, 1939, to 29th. ¥ebruary, 1940, is
forwarded herewith.

1st. September, 1939 :- At Garden +*sland refitting and converting

from M/S. to A/S.

5th. September. 1939 :- Completed conversion. Sailed for A/S.

Ddtrﬂl Dutalue Sydney feads.

5th. - 28th. September :- Carried out A/S. Patrol outside Sydn

Heads - alternatlva periods with H.JMl.A.5. "YARR

14th .September, 1939 :- Investigated report of alleged torpedo

attack on French vessel 20 miles north of Sydney. No results.

16th - 19th. September :- Re-converted for M/S. duties.

30th. September :- Sailed for Port Phillip - HeM.A.S5."YARRA"
in company.

2nd . October :- Arrived Fort Phillip.
2rd - 10th.October :- Assisted H.M.AS."AUSTRALIA" in working up
programme.
11th. October :=- Proceeded, with H.M.A.S5."YARRA" in compahy to
sweep off Gabo 4sland on report of sighting of suspicious vesscl.
No result.

15th. October :- Returned to Port Melbourne.

23rd. October :- Sailed for Adelaide - H.M.A.S5."YARRA" in
company.

Qith. October :- Arrived Adelaide.

20th. Octobexr :- Departed Adelaide.

30th. October :- Arrived Port Melbourne.

31st.October - 3rd. November :- Exercises 1n Port fhillip.

oth. Emvember := Sailed for Devonport.
10th. November 3~ Arrived Devonport.
13th., November :- Departed Devonport.
14th. November :- Arrived Port Fhillip.

_5%ﬂ - 17th. November :- Exercises in Port Fhillip.
1st - 23rd. November :- Bxercises in fort Phillip.
éﬂun. November :- Victoria Dock, Melbourne.
27th. November - 1lst. December :- ZHxercises at sea. (Sheltered
in Apollo Bay 29th - 30th. November, owing to heavy weather.

1st. December :- At Williamstown.

4th - 6th. Vecember :- Target towing for H.M.S."KANIMBLA"
7th. December :- At Port Melbourne.

12th. december :- Gunnery S8chool firings.

20th - 22nd. December :- HExercises in Port Fhillip.

23rd. December - lst. January :- At Port Melbourne. Boiler

cleaning and self refit.

2nd. January. 1940 - Sailed for Fremantle/
:_j,,;l AN i‘
A . CATS ‘:’"‘Z‘é/i
H_) Y :f
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nd. January, 1940 :- Szgiled for Fremantle - H.M.A.S."YARRA'
in company.

12th. Yanuary :- Arrived *remantle.

16th - 20th. January :- BSweeping searched channel and A/S. patrol

during arrival, stay and departure of 2nd. A.I.¥. Convoy.

218t - 23rd. January :~ Boiler cleaning.

24th. January :- Sailed for Sydney - H.i.A.S."YARRA" in company

ti1l Cape Otway (For Port Bhillip).

-~

\.

t. February :- Arrived Sydney. Ship taken in hand for refit;
days leave given too all hands and Officers.

d. February :- Completed refit.

8th. February :- ©Sailed for Sroken Bay.

Arrived Proken Bay.

At DrokKen bay. :

PO -
A OG0
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29th. february
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