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ROVAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

Talepheone: 356-9111
Extansion 3159

OFFICE OF THE
FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING,
. AUSTRALIAN FLEET,
FLE=T MEADQUARTERS,
GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000

AF 1/16/23 28 FEB 1980

'The Chief of Naval Staff
LUepartment of Defence (Wavy Office)
CANBIZRRA ACT 2600

H14S BUCCANEER - RFEPORT OF PROCEEDINGS -

J ANUARY , 1980

y | Fnrwarded.

2 The potentially embarrassing situation referred

to in paragraphs 9 and 11,whereby a primary surveillance
platiorm was not in r5351pt of the current list of
licensed fishing vessels,is viewed with concern. Action

has been taken Ta ensure exneﬁltlﬂus interdepartmental
handling of this infornation will occur in future.

AN nkiﬁﬂfél

”*TTT‘”OCLnﬁbH)
Commbdore RAN
Deputy Fleet Commander

rnclosure: HMAS BUCCANEER Report of Proceedings for
~//January, 1930 dated 4 February, 1980

. RESTRICTCD
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RESTRIGTED

1S BUCCANEER
AT SYDNEY

4 February 1980

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

Commander
Australian Mine Warfare and
Patrol Boat Forces

HMAS BUCCANEER - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

- X L

1. I have the honour to report the proceedings of
HMAS BUCCANEER under my command for the month of January
1980, Times used throughout are Zone Lima (=-11),

2 e At the beginning of the month the ship was alcngside
the Patrol Boat Wharf HMAS WATERHEN, The ship remained
alongside until 1000 Thursday 3rd when lines were cast off

and the ship proceeded to sea at the start of a three and a
half week Fisheries Surveillance Patrcl in southern waters.

e Approximately two hours after cleering Sydney

Heads the Starboard Main Engine Forced dreught supply Fan
became unserviceable, This was caused by rough seas
admitting sea water onto the fan capacitors located in a
housing in the aft secticn of the funnel, causing the
capacitors tc "burn ocut", In order to rectify this defect
the ship proceeded to the SAR wharf Jervis Bay berthing there
at 1707 Thursday 3rd. Prompt stores action resulted in the
replacement capacitors arriving onboard in Jervis Bay at 0030
Friday &4th. The defect was rectified shortly afterwards

and at 0100 Friday 4th the ship sailed and resumed patrol.

4, After clearing Jervis Bay the ship conducted a
patrol scuth along the New Scuth Wales coast then across
Bass Strait tc¢ Flinders Island and then via the ncrth
“asmanian coast to King Island before proceeding to Burnie
where BUCCANEER berthed at 1100 Monday 7th.

D BUCCANEER remained alongside until 0900 Tuesday 8th

wnen the ship proceeded to sea to resume patrol. This sector

of patrol took the ship to the Furneaux Group and theon through - <
Banks Strait, to the east cocast of Tasmania. Once the ship

had reached this area very rough South Easterly seas ard forty

¥r.ot SE winds were encountered, ochelter was sought as

ccaditions were such that the upper deck could not be used

which meant that watchkeeping personnel could not be relieved.

/The ship came to

RESTRICTED
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RESTRIGTED

e

The ship came tc anchor in the lee of St Helens Island at

2232 Tuesday 8th. Conditions at the anchorage were extremely
rough and the heavy rolling experienced, caused the gyroc
compass tc topple, At 0615 WEdnesday 9th the ship proceeded
to sea using magnetic ccmpass and set course for Maria Island,
At 1354 Wednesday 9th the ship came to anchor in the shelter of
Maria Island where the gyro compass was re=set. At 1605 the
compass had settled adequately and the ship again proceeded

to sea on patrol. The remainder of the passage tc Hobart was
uneven tful except that the weather remained rough. At MO0
Thursday 10th the ship berthed at Princess Wharf Number One,
Hcobart,

O The ship remained alongside overnight and at 1000
Friday 11th cast off and proceeded to HMAS HUON, berthlng
alongside HMAS BASS a2t 1020,

i From 1800 Friday 11th until 1530 Sunday 13th I
relinguished command of BUCCANE{R to Lieutenant Commander B.F.
Brassington RANR.

8. At 0830 Monday 14th the ship proceeded tc Princess
vharf Number One and "topped up" with fuel before proceeding
tﬁ sea at 1000, Once clear of Storm Bay the ship patrolled
north alcng the east Tasmanian coast in deternpreting weather
until 0800 Tuesday 14th when westerly winds had increased
to gale force., Shelter was again sought and at 1035 Tuesday
15th the ship came to anchor in the lee of Cape Barren Island.
The ship remained at anchor until 1952 that day when a sudden
wind shift which produced Force 7 south easterly winds
rendered the anchora age untenable. After weighing anchor
BUCCANEER proceeded in very rough conditicns through Banks
Strait to continue patrel in the partly sheltered conditions
nf the north Tasmanian coast. The ship continued patrolling
nlong the coast to King Island before precceeding north west
across Bass Strait,

9. At approximately 2000 Wednesday 16th, the ship
detected the first of six Japanese Squid Fishing Vessels in
Bass Strait. All contacts were investigated visually and
according tc information held cbocard, were not licenced to
fish for squid within the Australian Fishing Zone. Weather
conditions were such that an Investigative Boarding cculd
cnly be carried cut on one vessel, the KINKO MARU MNumber 8.
The master of the vessel produced a licence which subsequently
prcved tc be authentic. The ship completed investigating
the remaining FFV at 0300 Thursday 17th and resumed patrol,
BUCCANEER berthed at SL Patterson wharf Portland at 0900 that
day.

10, The ship remained at Portland overnight and at 0900
rriday 18th cast off and procecded to sea, The short passage

/tc Port Fairy

RESTRICTED
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RESTRIGTED
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to Port Fairy was uneventful and at 1202 that day the ship

came to anchor in Pert Fairy Bay. The ship remained at anchor
for the weekend participating in a number cf events and social

functions in connection with the Port Fairy Moyneyana Festival

which was in progress at that time, This visit was

extremely popular among the ships' company and the hospitality

extended to the ship by the Port Fairy citizens was very great

indeed,

T4y At 1000 Monday 21st the ship weighed anchor and
prcceeded to sea, BUCCANEER continued patrol along the
Victorian cocast tc Cape Otway before again crossing Bass Strait.
Whilst crossing this Strait, six mcore Japanese Squid Fishing
Vessels were detected, Again, according to informetion held
cnboard, these Fishing Vessels were illegally fishing.

Weather conditions prevented any boardings being carried out
but the presence of these vessels was reported by signal,

The matter regarding the inadequate infcrmation held onboard
ccncerning licenced Foreign Fishing Vessels has been raised
separately with the Commander Australian Mine Warfare and
Patrol Boat Forces., The remainder of the patrol to Devonport
was uneventful apart from the marginal weather and sea
conditions.

12 At 1100 Tuesday 22nd BUCCANEER berthed at Number
Two East Wharf, Devonport, The ship sailed from Devcnport
at 0900 Wednesday 23rd and conducted a patrol alcng the north
Tasmanian coast to Three Hummcck Island before crossing Bass
Strait meking landfall on the Victorian coast at Cape
Liptrap. From that position the ship proceeded via the
recommended track to Sydney berthing at HMAS WATERHEN Patrol
Boat Wharf at 1000 Friday 25th.

15, BUCCLNEER remained alongside until 0830 Wednesday
50th when lines were cast off and the ship proceeded to ses

to participate in the SMASHEX of HMAS ONSLOW. At 1830 the
ship was advised that the SMASHEX had been completed and
accordingly the ship returned to Sydney berthing at the Patrol
Boat Wharf HMAS WATERHEN at 2200 that day.

14, The ship remained alongside until the end of the
month.

TECHNICAL
195 Mechanical, One significant defect cccurred

within this department in January when on Thursday 3rd, the
Starboard Main Engine Forced Draught Fan became unserviceable
cdue to water ingress, This defect was rectified at Jervis
Bay early Friday 4th (HMAS BUCCANEER signal RDH/OMH 030130Z
JAN 80 URDEF 29/81 refers). In all other respects this
department has operated in a most relicble manner during the
raonth,

JA6, Ele~trical and

RESTRIGTED
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16. Electrical and Weapons. Both departments have
operated in a thoroughly reliable manner during the month
with no significant defects occurring.

GENERAL

17. The health, welfare, morale and conduct of the
ship's company have been very good during the month.
Following the Christmas/New Year Leave Period, perscnnal
settled into the Fisheries Surveillance Patrol duties very
quickly and although all port visits were enjoyed fully,
the standards of behaviour éxpected were in all cases
demonstrated.

I have the honour to be
oir,

Your bgdient servant

A.J. GRAHAM)
ieutenant RAN
Commanding Officer

Enclosures: Annex A. Steaming Details
Annex B, Exercise Details
Annex C. FFV Boardings
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Annex A to

< AMAS BUCCANEER letter 1/16/4B
atcte e I“U.B.I"E

STEAMING DETAILS ~ JANUARY 1980

Distance steamed in January 3,371 miles
Distance steamed since commissioning 225,640 miles
Hours underway in January 340 hours
Hours underway since commissiening 16,719 hours

Occasions for exceeding fast routeing speed

Date Duration Qccasion Speed
50th 5 hrs SMASHEX 21 kts

NB. Distances and Hours Underway include those steamed by
RANR during weekend 11 = 13 January.

RESTRICTED
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22

28

30
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Exercise

Minor DCX

Blind Pilotage
Time Exercise
MANORD

Blind Pilotage
Blind Pilotage
Blind Piletage
Time Exercise
Blind Pilotage
MANORD

Blind Pilotage
Time Exercise
BOARDEX

Time Exercise
Blind Piletage
Blind Pilotage
MANORD

OOW ENG
SMASHEX

& 8

HiIGILD

Ammex B to

TMLS BUCCANEER letter 1/16/4B
ate epruar

EXFERCISE DETAILS - JANUARY 1980

Exercise Number

(78)

(29)
(784)
(21)
(29)
(29)
(29)
(784)
(29)
(21)
(29)
(784)

(784)
(29)
(29)
(21)
(9)

RESTRICTED

Duration

Z hr daily

# hr
% hr
G
% hr
% hr
1% hr
= hr
1 hr
% hr
% hr
1 hr
hr
hr
hr
hr
hr
hr
hrs

O = D v v o

Remarks

When in
harbour
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Annex C to
AMAS BUCCZNEER letter 1/16/4B

aie eprua

— o T

FOREICN FISHING VESSEL BOARDINGS -
JANUARY 1980

Date Position Name Remarks

17 36°191s  143°35E  KINKO MARU 1. Investigative
No.8 Boarding

2. MAlongside method
used for transfer.
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Telephone: 356.6111 A-uh.u# * 9 le ,ﬁj?
= 'h - M p"--
extension 3139 _

OFFICE OF THE
" :; OFFICER CGiaiDING,
. AUSTRALIAN FLEST,
'LE;T HEADOQUARTERS,
GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000

AF 1/1 6/23 10 MAR 1520

Chief of Naval Staff ing
Department of Defence (Navy Office) e

ANBERRA AL T 2600 ~-
HMAS BUCCANEER - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

1-15 FEBRUARY, 1880

Forwarded.

/1 |
" = (
5 -
j’l"' i"" :_,.::f::.,,,

g .'l 'J\d __'_'.:a-_'.t"_i‘-"' ‘:- ]
/,-'" 3 f ': _L\  ——
'.

e,
(G. WOOLRYCH)
C:Oﬂ“.l'!lﬂdﬂ.l.a ] RAN

for Fleetl Commander

1

‘. Enclosure: HMAS  BUCCANEE Revort of Proceedings
for period 1*15 Februsry, 1980 dated
15 PFebruary, 1980

UNCLASSIFIED
COVERING
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1/16/4B RESTRIGTED

HM.S BUCCANEER
at Sydney

15 February 1980

Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

Commander
AUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARE AND PATROL BOAT FORCES

HMAS BUCCANEER - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
1 - 15 FEBRUARY 1980

i I have the honour to report the proceedings
of HMAS BUCCANEER under my command for the period

1 = 15 February 1980, Times used throughout are
zone Lima (=11

2e At the beginning of the month the ship was
secured alongside the Patrol Boat Wharf HMAS WATERHEN.,
BUCCANEER was available for Fleet Support however,

as there were no taskswhich required the ship's
participation, BUCCANEER remained alongside until
Wednesday 6th.

e On Thursday 7th the ship commenced a two week
Assisted Maintenance Period. A great deal of minor
maintenance has already been completed and work has
commenced on the installation of the Bofors 40/60 AN2/1
gun in preparation for Defence Trial 9/411. Sea trials
of this gun are programmed to commence on Monday 25th
February.

4, At 1200 Friday 15th February I relinquished
command of BUCCANEER to Lieutenant J.W. GAUCI RAN at
a small ceremony onboard.

. c  TECHNICAL

Da Mechanical, Electrical Weapons. All departments
have operated 1n a reliable manner wili no significant

defects occurring.

sl

RESTRICTED
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Enclosures:

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

e

RESTRICTED

GENE

‘ The health, welfare, conduct and morale of
the ship's company have been good during the period.

I have the honour to be

o1r,

Your obgddient servant

Annex A. Steaming Details
Annex B, Exercise Details

RESTRIGTED

RCDIGT1O72777



RESTRICTED  amnex 1o

HMAS BUCCANEER letter 1/16/4B
ate 5 Februar

STEAMING DETAILS - 1 = 15 FEBRUARY 1980

Distance steamed in period NIL
Distance steamed since commissioning 225,640 miles
Hours underway in period NIL
Hours underway since commissioning 16,719 hours

RESTRIGTED
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ANEER. Tetter 1/16/4B

EXERCISE DETAILS - 1 - 15 FEBRUARY 1980

Date ExeroisegExercise Number Duration Remarks

1 = 15 Minor DCX (78) %z Daily
8 ILR/Helo winching % Hour
demonstration

RESTRIGTED

?5

RCDIG1072777



UNCLASSIFIED
_#-“hfﬁ—ﬁ%ﬂgﬂwH =Ty
nU\’r-L A[:S'm LY

. SMV
Telechone: 356-9111
Extansicon 3139
OFFICE OF THE
Flus OFFICER CO44ANDING,
H,M, AUSTRALIAN FLEET,
FLEET HEADQUARTERS,
GARDEN ISLAND, N,S.W. 2000
AF 1/16/ 23 {8 MAR 1380 -

Chiﬁf of Naval Staff
Department of Defence (Navy Office)

CANBERRA

1.

2,
HIIAS

&

 Eneclosure:

Ve

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

A.C.T. 2600

HMAS BUCCANEER - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

1980

15-29 FEBRUARY

Forwarded.

At the beginning of the period HIAS BUCCANEER was at

WATERHEN.,

(¢ T H. WOQDRYCH)
Commodore, RAN
for Fleet fommander

z

HMAS BUCCANEERR Revort of Proceedings
for periocd 15-29 February, 13880
undated. .

UNCLASSIFIED
COVERING

RESTRICTED
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HMAS BUCCANEER
At Sydney

1/16/4B
The Flag Officer Commanding

H.M. AUSTRALIAN FLEET

The Commander
AUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARE AND PATROL BOAT FORCES

HMAS BUCCANEER = REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

Sir,

3 i I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMAS
BUCCANEER under my command for the period 15=29 February 1980,
Times are in zone Lima (=11),

e I assumed command of BUCCANEER from Leut A.J. Graham RAN
.at 1200 Friday 15th.

e The Assistance Maintenance Period progressed satisfactorily
and the ship fuelled from the OFL during the forenoon of Thursday
2lst in preParation ior sea trials the following day. Harbour
Acceptance Trials on the 40/60 AN 2-1 gun mount were completed by
RANTAU on Thursday 21lst, BUCCANEER sailed at 0900 Friday 22nd for
sea acceptance trials and gun functioning trials on the modified gun.
The trials were conducted satisfactorily in area R479 and the ship
returned to WATERHEN berthing at 1330,

L, An AATX scheduled for Mpnday 25th was cancelled due to an
URDEF on the gun. The defect was rectified by base staff, and the
ship sailed at 0800 Thuraday 26th to conduct a SUFX in R479. The
eieggége was successful and BUCCANEER returned to WATERHEN berthing
a .

: The ship sailed at 0830 Wednesday 27th to continue trials
with the modified gun. An AATX and AACRF were successfully
conducted in R479 and BUCCANEER returned to WATHERHEN berthing at
1500, In company with HMAS BOMBARD, BUCCANEER sailed at 0900
Thursday 28th to conduct further AATX and AACRF in RA479, Again
these exercises were successful and both ships returned to harbour
conducting OOW manoeuvres enroute, BUCCANEER berthed at WATERHE
at 1420, and remained alongside until the end of the month.

6. Technical, All mechanical and electrical equipment has
performed most saEisfactﬂrlly during the period, The URTDEF on
the 40/60 gun (URDEF 31/81 BUCCANEER RDG/FM6/IAN 242214ZFEB80) was
expeditiously rectified by base staff, and the gun has
subsequently performed well,

RESTRICTED
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To The health, welfare

been good during the periodand morele of the ships cumpany has

I have the honour to be
Sir

Your obediant servant

ANNEX A, Steaming details,

Be Exercise details,

RESTRICTED
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ANNEX A to
HMAS BUCCANEER letter 1/16/4B
dated 3 March 1980

STEAMING DETAILS 15-29 FEBRUARY 1980

Distance steamed in period 184 miles
Distance steamed since commissioning 225,824 miles
Hours underway in period 16 hours
Hours underway since commissioning 16,735 hours

RESTRICTED
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ANNEX B to
HMAS BUCCANEER letter 1/16/4B
dated 3 March 1980

EXERCISE DETAILS 15-29 FEBRUARY 1980

Date Exercise Exercise No. Duration Remarks
15 - 29 Minor DCX 78 4 Daily
26 SUFX 145 1 hour 40/60 Trials
27 AACRF 136 1 hour " .
28 AACRF 136 1 hour " "
28 OOW MAN, 10 1 hour
26, 27, 28 Blind Pilotage 29 3 hours
26, 27, 28 Jout Pilotage NN 4 hours

RESTRICTED
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RESTRTCTED

SMV ROYAL AUSTRALIAN RAVY
Talephone: 359-9111
Extension 3139 ¥
OFFICE OF THE
FLAG OFFICFR COMMANDING.
H.M, AUSTRALIAN FLEET,
FLEFT .+ ADQUARTERS,
GAXDEN TSLAND, N.S.w. 2097
- eSS 23 APR 1930

The Chief of Naval Staff
Department of Defence (Navy Office)
CANBERRA ACT 2600

PORT OF PROCEEDINGS - MARCH

HMAS BUCCANEER - Rl

: Forwarded.
@g e The poor typing, layout, expression and terminology
E in enclosure 2 is being raised separately with the Director of
& Naval keserves and Cadets.

& (E.MENTZ)

Commander RAN
for Fleet Commander

B o S

Enclosure: 1. HMAS BUCCANEER Report of Proceedings for
- 1-9 March and 22-31 March, dated 8 April,
1980

2. HMAS BUCCANEER Report of Proceedings for
8-23 March, 1980 undated.

B T

st

UNCLASSIFIED
COVERING
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1/16/4B HMAS BUCCANEER
At Sydney

108 APR 1980

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

For Information:

The Commander
AUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARE AND PATROL BOAT FORCES

HMAS BUCCANEER = REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
01-00 AND 22-31 MARCH 198C

oir,

5 I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMAS
BUCCANEER under my command for the periods 01-09 and 22-31
March 1980, Zone time was reverted to zone K(~10) at 0200
Sunday 2nd and all subsequent times are in zone K (-10).

. At the beginning of the month, the ship was alongside
at HMAS WATERHEN on operational Fleet SUpPPOr<Te Lines were
cast off at 0900 Monday 3rd and all O0W's carried out several
berthings on the OFL., The ship porceeded to sea at 0930 to
continue trials with the modified AN 2-1 40/60 mount. An
AACRF was conducted in R 479 and BUCCANEER returned to WATERHEN
berthing at 1400,

De To enable Base Staff to conduct trials on the AN 2-1
mount, as required by DEFNAV CANBERRA, the surface firing for
Tuesday 4th was cancelled and the ship remained alongside.
BUCCANEER.. proceeded to sea at 0800 Wednesdav 5th to conduct
further gun trials. With CHAP, J. JONES RAN embarked, the
ship proceeded to Watsons Bay where friends and relatives of the
late LEUT T.S. SYMON RN embarked to witness the scattering of
his ashes. The ashes of the late LEUT T.S. SYMON RN, MR. F.
CRIFFITHS, MR N. HILL and MR G. GALBRAITH were scattered 2 nm
ecst of Macquarie Light by CHAP J., JONES RAN. On completion

% BUCCANEER returned to Watsons Bay disembarking civilian -
personnel at 0915,

b, RUCCANEER then rendezvoused with HMAS ADVANCE at 1100
and conducted joint AACRF and AAROF 1in R479.  BUCCANEER
detached at 1200 and returned to WATERHEN berthing at 1400,
The AN 2--1 40/60 mount was removed on Thursday 6th and the
original 40/60 mount fitted 1in preparation for ANCHCRMAN 80,
The ship oroceeded to Spectacle Island to ammunition at 0815

RESTRICTED
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2.

Friday 7th returning to WATERHEN at 1000.

e The RANR ercw from Fremantle Port Division joined the
ship @t 0800 Sunday 9th to commence Exercise ANCHCRMAN 80, 1
relirqguished comunand to LCDR P.R.H. HILL RANR at 1200.

6. During ANCHORMAN 80 the majority cf the ships company
procceded cn leave, Several modifications to the AN 2-1 40/60
mount were carried out while the mount was at WATERHEN.

T I assumed command of BUCANEER at 1030 Saturday 22nd
from LCDR P.R.H. HILL RANR on completion of ANCHORMAN 80. It
was apparent that the RANR crew had performed their duties in a
mos* competent and zealous manner, The state of the ship in
general was very good considering the heavy exercise programme
of ANCHORMAN 80.

Be An Assisted Maintenance Period commenced on Monday
2L4tn to prepare the ship for the forthcoming three month Northern
denloyment., BUCCANEDR remained alongside at EMAS WATERHEN until
the end of the month.

9. Technical. All mechanical and electrical equipment
has vperformed well during the period. URDEF 32/81 (HMAS
BUCCANEER IAH/RDH 060450 2 Mar 80) was raised to have the
LOM24ARDINI salvage pump replaced. A new pump was supplied on
Wednesday 26th. URDEF 33/81 (HMAS BUCCANEER IAH/RDH 250441 4
Mar 80) was raised on No. 1 air conditioning unit due to an
unserviceable compressor. This URDEF remains outstanding with

an estimated completion date of Thursday 3rd April.

10. The health, welfare and morale of the ships eompany has
been good during the period.

T have the honour to be
Sir

Your. obedient servant.

Annexs: A, Steaming details.

B. Excrcise detallse

RESTRICTED
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Annex A T2
FMAS BUCCANWER letter 1/16/4E
Deted 2nd April 1980,

STEAMING DETAILS — MARCH 1980

A S W el & et e SR & Ee— i T o T . a8

Distance steasmed in period 1860 miles
Distance steamed since commissioning 227684 miles
Hours underway in period 162 hcars
Hours underway since commissioning 16897 hours
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Annex B to
HMAS BUCCANEER letter 1/16/4B
Gated 2nd April 1980,

EXEROTSE DETAILS 01-09 AND 22-31 MARCH 1980

. . PRI -
O . G i

Date Exercise Exercise No, Duration Remarks
01-09, Minor DCX 78 % hr daily

22-31

05, 05 A ACRF 136 # hour 10/60 trislc
03, 05 AATX % hour i

05 AAROF 2 hour "

03, 05 OOW MAN 10 1/% hour

03, 05 Biind Pilotage 29 2 hours

03, 05, 07 JOUT Pilotage N/N 4 hours
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Telenhone: 356-9111 o, 2t R
Extension 3139
"QFFICE OF THE
FlLG OFFICER COANDING,
H.M, AUSTRALIAN FLEET,
FLEET HEADQUARTERS,
GARDEN ISLAND, N,.S.W. 2000
AF 1/16/ 29 25 HAY 1%0
Chief of Naval Staff )
Department of Defence (Navy Office) )
CANBERRA R et b 2600 e i,
L:#-'"""Mr#
HMAS  pucCANEER - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
APRIL, 1980
Forwarded.
(G.J.H. fdQLRYCH)
Commodore, . RAN
for Fleet @ommander
Enclosure: " HMAS BUCCANEER Revort of Proceedings

; for April, 1980 dated 1 May, 1980

g
R

A

i\ *

UNCLASSIFIED
COVERING
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RESTRIGTED

1/16/ 4B HMAS BUCCANEER
at Cairns

1st May 1980

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

L

For Informations

The Commander
AUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARE AITD PATROL BOAT FORCES

The Naval Officer Commanding
QUEENSLAND

The Naval O0fficer-in-Charge
CAIRNS

HiAS BUCCANEGR - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
APRIL 1960

2ir,

1s I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMAS BUCCANEER
under my command for the month of April 1960. Times are in zone K (=10)s

2e The ship was alongside RIAS WATERHEN at the beginning of the
month completing an assisted maintenance period in preparation for a
forthcoming northern deployment. With femilics and friends embarked,
the ship sailed at 1015 Saturday Sth for a families day cruise around
Sydney Harbour. BUCCLNEER roturncd to WATERHEN at 1240 for a barbecue
and sports afternoon. The ship was ammuni tioned at Spectacle Island and
fuelled from the OFL during the forcnoon of Tuesday 8th.

3 Lincs were cast off at 1000 Wednesday 9th and the ship departed
Sydney for the northern doployment. An AATX and AACRF were conducted in
RAT9 from 1330 to 1415 as further trial for the [Q12=14 gumounte 4 most
uncomfortable passage to Brisbane followed and the ship entcred the shelter
of Moreton Bay at 2200 Thursday 10th anchoring in the lee of Moreton Island
at 2300, The anchor was weighed at 0630 Friday 11th and the ship procceded
slowly up the Brisbanc River berthing outboard of HMiS BALIKPAPAN at HMAS

MORETON at 0900.

4o I called on the Haval Officer Commanding QUEENSLAND Captain
w,L. O7EN RAN ot 1100 Friday 11th.

De After a much nceded rest in Brisbane, the ship sailed at 0900
Monday 14th into the same uncomfortable eagterly wecather., The weather
dcteriorated during the day and shelter was sought in Wicde Bay where the
ship anchored at 2215. In oxder to avoid rounding Sandy Cape in the
prevailing conditions, the Sandy Strait was transited during the forencon
of Tucsday 15th, on a spring high tidc, without incident. Once clear of

RESTRIGTED ™"
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the shelter of Frascr Island, the samc easterly weather made the prograrmed
patrol of Swains Rcef impossible, 80 coastal passage north continued and
the ship sheltered at Sea Hill Point, FPort Almra at 2145. The anchor was
weighed at 0800 Wednesday 16th and the ship continued north in the
uncomfortable but consistent easterly weather. With time in hand duc to
the cancelled recef patrol, the ship anchored in the lec of Brempton Island
at 2230 Wednesday 16th.

e The anchor was weighed at 1000 Thursday 17th and the ship proceeded
to Lindeman Island arriving at 1200, A most enjoyable days rest and
recreation followed and the ship departed at 1300 Friday 18th. After an
uneventful passage to Townsville via Hook Reef,; the ship berthed at
Tosmsville at 0900 Saturday 19ths Having fuelled, BUCCANEER departed
Townsville at 0900 Sunday 20th for passage to Calrns, where the ship

berthed at 0900 Monday 21st.

Te Fuel and stores were taken on in Cairns, and lines were cast off
at 1500 Tuesday 22nd and the ship proceeded to sea for passage to Thursday
Island. Another uneventful passage followed and BUCCANEER berthed at the
fuel wharf, Thursday Island at 0800 Thursday 24th. On completion of
fuelling, the ship moved to the main wharf at 1200, All non duty members
of the ship's company mustered in the main street of Thursday Island at
0600 Friday 25th and led the Anzac Day parade to the Memorial Park for a
dawn service. Several members of the ships company and myself joined

a group of loecal dignatories for chartered flight to the mainland
settlements of Bamega and Cowcll Creeck where we participated in several
more Anzac Day cecremonics and scrvicecs. The group rcturned to Thursday
Island by air at 1700, The tremendous enthusiasm of the indigenous
populations of thesc scttlements for Anzac Day was mcst surprising.

Se BUCCANEER dcparted Thursday Island at 0900 Saturday 26th for

2 patrol of the Great Hortheastern Channcl, and visits to Coastwatchers
in the arca. The ship proceeded via Yem Island to Coconut lsland
anchering at 1630. The anchor was weighed at 0800 Sunday 27th and
following a short passage anchored at Yorke Island at 1030, BUCCANEER
remained overnight at anchor and sailed at 0800 Monday 28th for Thursday
Island, berthing at the fuel wharf at 1600. On completion of fuelling,
lincs were cast off and passage socuth to Cairns was commenced in
uncemfortable weather.

9. An overheating problem with the main cngine necessitated
anchoring in the shelter of Princess Charlotte Bay at 1600 Tuesdey 29th,
The anchor was weighed at 1715 and two hours of 00W manccuvres with

HMAS BARRIC/DE, crewed by the RANR, followed in the relative shelter of
the bay. Passage south was continued at 1930 into worsening southerly
weather, which dlelayed the ships 2rrival intoc Cairns by several hours,
BUCCANERER berthed 2t Cairns at 1300 Tednesday 30th where the ship remainerd
at the end of the month pending lecision on an cmergency decking for an
URDEF on the rulilers.

Technical

10, Ml though several najor problems developed during the menth, in
gencral the technical department has functioned satisfactorily. URDEF
33/81 on No 1 airconditioning unit was rectificd Thursday 3rd and heos
perfomed well. - URDEF 34/81 (HiAS BUCCANEER IAH/RDH/OIH 1900307 APR 80)
was raised on the anchor windlass drive coupling., URDEF 35/81 (HMAS
BUCCANEER IAH/RDH/OIH 1902507 APR 80) was raised on the port ongine room

e o0 3/forced
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forced draft fan. Both these URDEFS were rectified by ship's staff in
Cairns Tuesday 22nd. To enable an I.N.O. inspection of the 40/60 gun to

be carried out during the programmed AVP in Sydney during May, URDEF 36/81
(HMAS BUCCANEER IAH/RPI 220420% APR 80) was raised.

11, A gradual deterioration in the power assistance of the steering
system resulted in URDEF 37/81 (HMAS BUCCANEER I1LE/RDH/OIH 232317% APR 80)
was raised.” Due to an excesscive ingress of water into the tiller flat vis
the rudder posts, URDEF 38/81 (HIAS BUCCANEER IAJ/RIH 3009107 APR 80) was
raised requiring an emergency docking. It is anticipated that a full
intermediate docking will now take place in Cairns during May when all
outstanding URDEFs should be rectified.

12 During the month the ship's company has becen subjected to a
considerable amount of uncomfortable weather. However health, welfare and
morale of the ship's company has not suffered appreciably.

I have the honour to be,

o1

Your obedient Servant,

C,Q,zo.__ﬂ

/ (J.W.
Li eutenﬂnt RMI
Commanding Officer

ANNEXTES s A Steaming Details

B. Exercise Details
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LAMEX 4 to HMAS BUCCANEER
letter 1/16/4B dated

1st May 1980

STEAMING DETAILS - APRIL 1980

y Distance stecamed in period 2,822 m
P Di stance steamed sinee commissioning 230,506 rm
3. Hours undcrway in period 206
4e Hours underway since commissioning 17,103

RESTRIGTED
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ANNEX B to HMAS BUCCANEER
letter 1/16/4B dated

18t May 19€0

EXFRCISE DETAILS - APRIL 1980

Date lixercise Exercise lo. Duration Hemarks

01=30 Minor DCX 78 +hr daily

09 AATX/AACRF 136 1 hr 40/60 trial

14 00W Manoverboard ILx 21 2 hr

29 00W Manoeuvres 10 2 hr With BARRIC.DE
(RANR)

08,11,24 Blind Pilotage 29 3 hr

08,11,14 JOUT Pilotage N/N 7 hr

19,20,21,22% JOUT Anchorages (11) N/N 5 hr

24,28,30,

RESTRIGTED

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1072777



UNCLASSIFILD

: COVERING
SMV RU"ﬁL rUD {RALIAN NAW
S e 8 S
34 witus < x*- 2 -~ i
Telechone: 35%-9111
Extansion 5139
OFFICE OF THE
LG OFFICER COMANDING,
.M, AUSTRALIAN FLEET,
FLEET HEADQUARTERS,
GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000
AF 1/16/ 23 i

12 JUN 198D

Chief of Naval Staff
Department of Defence (Navy Office)
CANBERRA ) G i o 2600

SORT OF PROCEEDINGS

Forwarded.
/""-Ji wﬁ’Q’R Lﬁ 1
G.J.A. WIQOLRYCH)
Commodore, - RAN
for Fleet fommander
2 ¢
|
Enclosure: HMAS BUCCANEER Report of Proceedings

for May, 1980 dated 2 June, 1980
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HMAS BUCCANEER
at Cairns

2nd June 1980

The Flag Officer CLuu.
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

For Information:

The Commander
AUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARE AND PATROL BOAT FORCES

The Naval Officer Commanding

QUEENSLAND
The Naval Officer-in-=Charge
CAIRNS
HMAS BUCCANEER - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
MAY 1980
o1y,
1 I have the honour to report the proceedings

of HMAS BUCCANEER under my command for May 1980.
All times are Zone K(-10).

s At the beginning of the month BUCCANEER w...s
was alongside No.,1 wharf Cairns awaiting a decision
on an emergency docking to rectify an URDEF on the
rudders. The decision to dock having been made, the
ship moved berth to the vicinicy of the dry dock at
1800 Thursday 1st. BUCCANEER entered the dry dock

at 2130.

P A decision was made to advance the ships
Intermediate Docking, programmed for July, to be
carried out in conjunction with the rudder repairs.
The ship remained in dry dock until Thursday 22nd.
During this period a considerable amount of work
carried out. In addition to the ID work list = c\of
9 REDEFs, 7 URDEFs, and 9 INDEFs were rectiffe A

TEPIUN 1980

ihe end of the month there were no outstanding
defects.

K

4, The dry dock was flooded at 000 '
22nd and at 0545 the ship undocked and proceeded
the fuel wharf. Fuelling completed, the ship moved
berth to No. wharf at 1000, and commenced on assisted
maintenance period.

RESTRIGTEL
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e At the end of the month BUCCANEER was
alongside at Cairns coppleting an assisted mainten-
ance period in preparation for a Base Strait 0il
Rig Surveillance deployment.

5, Technical. The Technical Department has
completed a signiricant amount of work during the
period. The overheating problem cn the main engine
was attributed to several dropped values in conjunct-
lon with severe growth of coral in the salt water
cooling lines. The rudder defect proved more difficult
than first thought as re-alignment of the rudders was
required, This original mis-alignment would have
caused the original excessive wear. The defective
steering box was replaced on completion of the repairs
to the rudders.

T Two URDEF's and one INDEF were raised on the
AN2-1A covering the check fire bell, hydraulic system

and PVC cover respectively. A gun functlonlng trial
is programmed for Monday 2nd June and it is hoped to

conduct an AACRF on return to the Sycdney area.

3, URDEF's, INDEF's and REDEF's raised and/or
completed during the month are at Annex C.

9. The health, welfare and morale of the ships
company is very good having completed a most beneficial
docking period in Cairns.

I have the honour to be
odr,

Your obedient servant

.JZJ» AESE

(( W ucr)
ieutemant RAN

Commanding Officer

Annexes: A. Steaming details
B. Exercise details
C. Defects Completed
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STEAMING DETAILS - MAY 1980

Ty Distance steamed in period Nil

24 Distance steamed since commissioning 230,506 nm
2 ) Hours underway in period Nil

4, Hours underway since commissioning 17,103
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Annex B to

HMAS BUCCANEER letter 1/16/4
GAERT P J e T

L =

EXERCISE DETAILS -- MAY 1980

L A R TR . W ——

Date Exercise Exercise No, Duratien
01 = 30 Minor DCX 78 4 hr Daily

RESTRICTED
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URDEFS

No.
37/81

38/81
39/81
40/81
41 /8"

L2 /81
L3/81

L4 /81

INDEFS

14/81
15/81

16/81
17/81
18/81

19/81
20/81
21/81

22/81

L oo e

vt TE 1
s{iiﬁig%fi!féqﬁ

Anhmex C to

HMAS "BUCCAN;

FER letter 1/16/4B

dated 2nd June

DEFECTS COMPLETED DURING MAY 1980

- agec S eI e

Defect

Mathway Steering
Gearbox

Port and Stbd
Rudder Posts

Main Engine Exhaust IAH/RIH

Lagging

4O0/60 BOFOR ANZ-1
Check Fire Bell

40/60 BOFOR ANZ-1
Hydraulics

Cancelled

24 Volt DC
Battery Charger

STB Alternator
will not excite

Anchor Windlass
PVC cover

Ships Boat PVC
cover

RFL PVC cover
FWD .50 Cal Mount

Marconi Auto alarm
aerial feeder run

Wardroom soft
furnishings

4O/60 BOFOR AN2-1
PVC cover

Accommodation
access ladders

General service
battery bank

HES 1K

Raised

IAH/RDH/OIH 2323172

IAH/RIH

RDH/IAH

RDH/IAH

TIAH/RDH

TAH/RDH

RKH 142337Z FEB 80
RKH 1723535Z FEB 80

RKH 290218Z FEB 80
RDH 270045Z MAR 80

300910Z APR
070440Z MAY
1500502 MAY

1909312 MAY

260555Z MAY

260556Z MAY

APR 80

80

80

80

80

80

80

TAH/RKH 070432Z MAY 80

RIH 070431Z MAY 80

RIH/RKH 090147Z MAY 80

ROH/RIH 192301Z MAY 80

RDH/RKH/RKG 192300Z MAY 80

Rp——
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_No.,

1/81
2/81
3/81
4/81

5/81
6/81

7/81
8 /81

9/81

> |
o i

lLefect

L e A s

Undexwater Suction
tubes and piping

Forepeak suction
valve

Air Conditioning
condenser valves

Port and STBD "p"
bracket bearings

Boat davit pedestal

Guardrail staun-
chions

STBD prop shaft
shroud

Echo Sounder
Transceiver

Underwater fittings

Raised
RDH/RDV 0701222

RDH/RDV 090455Z

RDH/RDV 0904572

RDH/RDV 1208562
RDH/RDV 1208552

RDH/RDV 1522452
RDH/RDV 1522462

RDH/RDV 1522477

No.3 A/C unit suction.

MAY

MAY

MAY
MAY

MAY

MAY

MAY

80

80

80

80
80

80

80

80
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Extension

AF 1/16/23

Telephone: 359-9111
2139

UNCLASSIFIED |
COVERING i

SacE MR Sal i T

R0VAL AUSTRALI

Chief of Naveal Staff
Department of Defence (Navy Office)

i CANBERRA
l

HIMIAS BUCCANEER -

ACT

2600

JUNE,

- #
1 | T

-

C Y b
AN NAVY

OFFICE OF THE
FLAG OFFICER CO-MMDING,
' H.M. AUSTRALIAN FLEET,

FLEET HEADQUARTERS,

GARDEI! ISLAND, N.S.W. 20630

-
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REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

1980

Forwarded.

Enclosure:

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

HI'TAS BUCCANEER
for June, 1980

(G .J1H.

wooﬁﬁ?gh)
Commodore RAN
for Fleet Commander

Report of Proceedings
dated 4 July, 1980
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1/16/4B

HMAS BUCCANEE
at Sydney

04 JUL 1980

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

For Information:

The Commander
AUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARE AND PATROL BOAT FCRCES

UMAS BUCCANEER - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

JUNE 1980
S B gt
1 I have the honour to report the proceedings of

HﬁAS BUCCANEER under my command for the pericds, st to
15th and 28th to 30th June 1980. Timese are in zone K{(=10).

2, On Sunday 1st BUCCANEER was alc-ngside 1in Cairns
Queensland, making final preparation for passage south to
Bass Strait. Lines were cast off at 1000 Monday 2nd and
the ship proceeded to sea for passage to Gladstone. A
gun functioning trial of the AN2-1 gun was successfully
conducted at 1300 whilst transiting area R791. A full
power trial was undertaken that evening. At 0900 Tuesday
%rd, the ship berthed at Brampton Island to land a sailcr
for medical evacuation to Mackay. Passage south was
continued and BUCCANEER berthed at Gladstene at 2355 Tuesday
3rd for fuel.

Do Lines were cast off at 0200 Wednesday 4th and the
ship proceeded to sea continuing passage south to Sydney
in calm weather. The weather deteriorated on entering
NSW waters and at 2000 Thursday 5th a burst oil line on
the starboard engine raduced the ship to single engine
steaming. An unsuccessful attempt was made To anchor_om
Wats~sns Bay at 0300 Friday 6th due to a badly fouled cable
caused by the recent rough weather. BUCCANEER therefore
proceeded to HMAS WATERHEN berthing at 0415. 7This com-
pleted an eight week absence from Sydney.

FUE Z RESTRTCTED —

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1O72777



RESTRICTED

e

4, The ship remained at WATERHEN until 1100 Tuzsday
10th when lines were cast off and the ship proceeded to
sea for passage south to Bass Strait. BUCCANEER berthed
ot HMAS CRESWELL at 1730 that evening to land a sailor
for medical treatment. The ship remained alongside
overnight and sailed at 1000 Wednesday 11th, having
c3elled. BUCCANEER proceeded directly to Bass Strait to
commence Bass Strait 0il Rig Surveillance. Duties of
Surface Response Vessel were commenced on Thursday 12th.

De BUCCANEER secured to the buoy in the vicinity

of Kingfish Bravo oil rig et 1100 Thursday 12th and
commenced radar surveillance of the restricted area.,

The use of the buoy in calm weether proved most success-
ful and kept fuel cornsumption to a minimum and subsequently
operational availability to a maximum. The ship slippead
from the buoy at 0700 Friday 13th to intercept a nerchant
vescel passing through the restricted area. The vessel
was escorted clear of the area and the ship proceeded

ocn a patrol of the northern section of the restricted
area. BUCCANEER returned to Kingfish Bravo Dbuoy securing
at 1520 and remained tnere overnight.

6. The ship slipped from the buoy at 1200 Saturcay
14th and proceeded to rendezvcus with HMAS BOMBARD in the
western section of the restricted area, On completion of
a heaving line transfer with BOMBARD at 1330, duties of

Surface Response Vessel were relinquished and BJUCCANEER
proceeded to HMAS CERBERUS. Hans Inlet was transited at

0130 Sunday 15th and the ship berthed at CERBERUS at 0145,

T An RANR crew from Sydney, Hobart arnd Fremantle
Port Divisions joined at 0800 Sunday 15th and at 1200
I.CDR R.N. dorspool, RANR assumed command for operation
Sea Slip.

8. During the period 15th to 28th BUCCANEER con-
tinued Bass Strait 0il Rig Surveillance.

9. I assumed command of BUCCANEER from LCDE R.N.
Horspool RANR at 1200 Saturday 28th. The state of the
ship was very good and it was most apparent the BUCCANEER
had been crewed by a most professional team.

149, At the end of the month the ship was alongside
WATERHEN undergoing an assisted maintenance pericd.

ol
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TECHNICAL |
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T9% In-general all machinery performed well during

the period. A full power trial was carried out on
Monday 2nd without incident. The overheating problems
previously experienced were rectified during the Inter-
mediate Locking in Cairns. The steering system electric
motor was replaced on Friday 6th. URDEF 45/81 (HMAS
D”CCAN“ER TIAH/RDH/QIH 1202432 JUN 80) was raised due to
a faulty thermostat on the starboard main engine. This
was rectified with a replacement unit being fitted by
ships staff on Sunday 15th. URDEF 46/81 (HMAS BUCCANEER
IAH/RDHE/OIH 1202447 JUh 80) was raised following inter-
mittent progressive failure of power assistance in the
steering system. Although this URDEF remains outstanding
awalting stores action, the fallure has not occurred

since the 15th.

T2 s The ship was handed over to the RANR on Sunday
15th. URDEF 47/81 (HMAS BUCCANEER IAH/RDH/OIH 152100Z

JUN 80) was raised on the gort alternator due to a leak

in the fresh water cooling line, This was rectified by
ships staff on Saturday 21st. A cracked inlet valve

seat on the port main engine resmlted in URDEF 48/81

being raised. (HMAS BUCCANEER IAH/RDH/OIH 190527Z JUN 80).
This was rectified with the assistance of HMAS 3ERBERUS
base staff on Friday 20th.

13, BUCCANEER was handed back to the PNF crew on
Saturday 28th when an assisted maintenance period was
commenced, The 4000 hour FM routine was commended on

the port maein engine,

GENERAL

14, The health, welfare and morale of the ships
company has been most satifactory during the period.

I have the honour to be
DIP,

Your obedient servant

'%:fﬂf:?-
JJW./GAUCI)
/Lie enant RAN

Commanding Officer

Annexes: A. Steaming details
B, Lxercise details
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Annex A to
TMAS BUCCANEER letter 1/16/4B

atLe

STEAMING DETAILS FOR JUNE, INCLUDING RANR ACT

1. Distance steamed in period ~* -« = .. 3,585

2. Distance steamed since commissioning 234,089

3. Hours underway in period o 266

4, Hours underway since commissioning 17,369
RESTRICTED
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kxercise Exercise No.
MINOR DCX 78
GUN FUNCTION- N/N
ING TRIAL
X0 PILOTAGE N/N
COXN PILOTAGE N/N
BLIND PILOTAGE 29
RAS APPROACH/ N/N
HEAVING LINE
TRANSFE

ALY MRICTES

Annex¥ B to

HMES BUCCANE!

SR letter 1/16/4B

dated (04 Jlii {988

by
4

2

s

(¥

EXERCISE DETAILS 1ST - 15TH AND 28TH - 35CTH

Duration

hr

hr

hr

hr

hr

daily

entering
Gladstone

entering
Gladstone

with BCMBARD
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HMAS BUCCANEER
At Sydney
28 June 1980

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

Fer Information:

Department of Defence (Navy Office)
Canberra ACT 2600

For Attention:

Director of Naval Reserves and Cadets

The Flag Officer
Naval Support Command

The Captain Naval Reserves
HMAS MORETON

The Commander
Australian Mine Warfare and Patrol Boat Forces

The Naval Officer Commanding
Tasmania

The Commanding Officer (Reserves)
Sydney Port Division RANR

The Commanding Officer (Reserves)
Hobart Port Division RANR

HMAS BUCCANEER - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
RANR SEASLIP ACT
15 - 28 JUNE 1980

7

I. | have the honour to report the proceedings of HMAS Buccaneer under
my command from 15 June to 28 June 1980.

Times used throughout are Zone K (-10).

2, | assumed command of Buccaneer from LEUT J.W. Gauci RAN at 1200 on
Sunday 15 June 1980.

3. The Ship's company was a composite crew of Hobart and Sydney reservists

with the exception of a CPO QMG from Fremantle and Buccaneer's permanent
LSETP and ABRO,

RESTRICTED
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14,

RESTRIGTFD

Buccaneer was alongside the wharf at HMAS Cerberus at the beginning
of the period having just returned from an Operation ESTES patrol
of the Bass Strait 0il Rig Surveillance (BSORS) area.

Sailing was delayed from 1600 on Sunday 15th until 0800 on Monday 16th

due to the current gale warnings and as a consequence Buccaneer did
not relieve HMAS Bombard for BSORS patrol duties until 2100 the same
day which was 15 hours late.

Shortly after commencing the patrol, weather information received
from the oil rigs indicated that a cold front, with winds gusting

to 60 knots, was expected within 6 hours. Accordingly, Buccaneer
departed the BSORS area at 2130 to seek shelter and proceeded to
anchor in Refuge Cove at 0411 on Tuesday 17th._ On arrival at Re fuge
Cove the light at the southern entrance to the Cove was found to be
inoperative and a NAVREP was raised.

The adverse weather continued until 0800 on Wednesday 18th when
Buccaneer weighed and returned to the patrol area, arriving at 1400
the same day to resume the patrol.

The patrol was uneventful until 1350 on Thursday 19th when the port

main engine developed a defect which necessitated an immediate return

to HMAS Cerberus on one engine (HMAS Buccaneer URDEF 48/8] refers) .

The ship berthed at HMAS Cerberus at 0745 on Friday 20th and the URDEF

was rectified by 1500 the same day.

Buccaneer cast off from HMAS Cerberus at 1630 on saturday 2lst and
proceeded to the BSORS area where HMAS Bombard was relieved at 0715
on Sunday 22nd.

The ship conducted a BSORS patrol until 1700 on Tuesday 24 when
Buccaneer was relieved by HMAS Bombard. During the period on patrol
three foreign merchant vessels entered the restricted area and were
escorted out whilst a further two such vessels which were about to
encroach on the area were turned away before they actually entered.

On completion of the patrol Buccaneer proceeded to Eden berthing at
0814 on Wednesday 25th and refueled.

Buccaneer cast off at 1600 on Thursday 26th and proceeded in company
with HMAS Bombard to Sydney berthing at HMAS Waterhen at 0900 on
Friday 27th.

The ship remained alongside until 1200 on Saturday 28th when |
relinquished command to LEUT J.W. Gauci RAN.

Technical

15.

Mechanical

—---'!'l'-.'-"..

The ship's mechanical equipment performed very reliably during the
period with the exception of the Port Main Engine defect mentioned
in paragraph 8. above.

cind D
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Electrical

The electrical equipment performed very well during the period.

Weapons

With the exception of minor problems, all weapons performed reliably.

General

The health, morale, welfare and conduct of the ship's company was very
good during the perlnd
| have the honour to be,
<3¢ R ot

Your obedient servant,

‘ff,fo_MthTd {i_ﬂfﬁ,f.

(R.N. HORSPOOL)
LIEUTEHANT COMMANDER, RANR
COMMANDING OFFICER

Enclosures:

Annexes: A. Steaming Details

B. Exercise Details

AFSYRINTED
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ANNEX A TO

HMAS BUCCANEER LETTER 1/16/4

DATED 28 JUNE 1980

STEAMING DETAILS

15 JUNE - 28 JUNE 1980

l. ﬂistaqce steamed in the period

4 Distance steamed since commissioning
; 5 Hours underway in the period

L. Hours underway since commissioning

e Occasions for exceeding fast routing speed

1564 miles

233884 miles

123 hours

17353 hours

Nil

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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Date

SEAMANSHIP

15

17
18

19

20

21

22

23
24

JUN

JUN

JUN

JUN

JUN

JUN

JUN

JUN

JUN

25 JUN

26 JUN

GUNNERY

17

JUN

19 JUN

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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1300

0800
1930
0815
1300

1500

1512
1200
1700
1400
0900
0930
1030
1045
1645

1300

0825

1500
0900

1300

RESTRIGTED

T ime

ANNEX B TO

HMAS BUCCANEER LETTER 1/16/4

DATED 28 JUNE 1980

EXERCISE DETAILS

1315

0830
2030
1206
1320

1520

1525
1245
1730
1430
0930
0945
1040
1115
| 700
1320

0845

1515
1915
1325

LEAVING. SHIP'S STATIONS
EMERGENCY STATIONS

BCX = F

DARKEN

STREAM PARA ANCHOR

O0W MAN

EMERGENCY STATIONS
LEAVING SHIP STATIONS

pEX =« F

ACTION STATIONS

DEX: = £
DCX = F
00W MAN

ACTION STATIONS

CRANE TRANSFER

ACTION STATIONS

ACTION

EMERGENCY STATIONS

Exercise

I RE

SHIP

LOOD

IRE

LOOD

STATIONS

DCX FIRE

40/60 TRACKING
40/60 TRACKING

SHMALL ARMS FIRING

. 3178
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Date

GUNNERY

21 JUN

24 JUN

26 JUN
27 JUN

ENG | NE

ROOM

24 JUN

NAVIGAT

| ON

17 JUN
18 JUN
19 JUN
20 JUN
22 JUN
24 JUN

26 JUN

27 JUN

Time

1500

0930

1000

1000

0915

0340
1500
1300
0400
1045
0900
1630
1925
0001

0745

1515
0945

1020

1030

0930

0415
1510
1320
0530
1115
0330
1930
2359
0530

0900

QreYRintEn

ANNEX B TO
HMAS BUCCANEER LETTER 1/16/4
DATED 28 JUNE 1980

EXERCISE DETAILS (cont'd)

Exercise

40/60 TRACKING

40/60 TRACKING
50 CAL TRACKING

LO/60 TRACKING

40/60 TRACKING

OOW ENG STEERING BREAKDOWN

BLIND PILOTAGE

MAN ORD

00W MAN

BLIND PILOTAGE

MAN ORD

00W MAN

00W MAN

NSIC

NSIC

CEREMONIAL ENTRY

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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i CO CLNAROL
o B
ReSTRICTED =S i YR
Telephons: 359-9111 Favin
Extension 3139 - B
OFFICE OF THE ' 6 E0
FLAG OFFICER COMADING,
H. M, AUSTRALIAN FLEET,
FLEET MEADQUARTERS,
m im Hn} 'ﬁl 2“00
13 AUG 1960
AF 1/16/ 23 |

Chief of Navel Staff
Department of Defence (Navy Office)

CANBERRA ACT 2600

HIAS  BUCCANEER - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
|
JULY, 1980
Forwarded.

e _. \n{
(G.J7H. WOOLRYCH)
Commodore RAN
for Fleet Commander

mr—m— =

#

Enclosure: HITAS BUCCANEER Report of Proceedings
for July, 1980 dated 1 August, 1980

o m e e i mEm— e =

UNCLASSIFIED
=5 ,Q V'mR ING
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1/16/4B

HMAS BUCCANEL
at Eden

1 August 1980

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

For Information:

The Commander
AUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARE AND PATROL BOAT FORCES

HMAS BUCCANEER - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

JULY 1980
oir,
< g I have the honour to report the proceedings of
HMAS BUCCANEER under my command for July 1980. Times are
2 At the beginning of the month BUCCANEER was

alongside at HMAS WATL HEN completing an assisted mainten-
ance period in preparation for another Bass Strait 0il Rig
surveillance deployment. Having completed the maintenance
period, lines were cast off at 1000 Monday 14th and a
magnetic compass swing was conducted in Sydney Harbour.
The ship then proceeded to sea for passage to Eden,
departing Sydney at 1200.

D BUCCANEER anchored off Eden in Twofold Bay at
0200 Tuesday 15th, and at 0800 weighed anchor and berthed
at Eden to fuel. Fuelling completed, the ship sailed from
Eden at 1100, and proceeded directly to Bass Stralt to
commence oil rig surveillance. Duties of Surface Response
Vessel were commenced at 2100 Tuesday 15th.

L. BUCCANEER secured to the buoy in the vicinity

of Kingfish Bravo oil rig at 2130 Tuesday 15th and commenced
radar surveillance c¢f the restricted area. The ship remaincd
at the buoy with?/2220 Thursday 17th when a merchant vessel
was detected entering the area. At this time a second
merchantman was seen to be approaching the area, however

due to the navigational situation permission was granted

to transit the area within specified limitations.

cal 2

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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Do The wezather up to this point had been ideal 1n
all respects, with calm seas and clear sunny days. How-
ever, by the early hours of Friday 18th, conditions had
deteriorated considerably, to the extent that the ship
was forced to seek shelter at Port Welshpool, leaving
Area Bass at 0500 Friday 18th.

6. The ship entered Corner Inlet at 1000 Friday
18th, fuelled at Barry's Beach terminal, and berthed at
Port Welshpool Main Pier at 1210, BUCCANEER remained at
Port Welshpool for the next five days due to inclement
weather. During this time a considerable number of people
visited the ship, including a total of two hundred and
forty children from local Primary Schools.

s 4 At 1815 Wednesday 23rd lines were cast off and
RBUCCANEER returned to Area Bass. After a rendezvous with
HMAS ADVANCE in the western section of the restricted area,
the duties of Surface Response Vessel were resumed at

2300, The ship remained on task in Area Bass until 0001
Friday 25th, when HMAS ADVANCE returned, having fuelled

at Barry's Beach terminal,

8. On being relieved, BUCCANEER proceeded to Barry's
Beach terminal to fuel, arriving at 0800 Friday 25th, de-
parting again at 1200. A quick passage in fine weather
enabled HMAS ADVANCE to be relieved at 1600 that day, and
at 1840 the ship secured to Kingfish Bravo oil rig buoy.

9. BUCCANEER remained at the buoy until 1600 Saturday
26th, when rising swells made conditions too uncomfortable,
The ship therefore slipped from the buoy and began a patrol
of Area Bass. The saving in fuel accuemplished by remaining
at the buoy until 1600 Saturday 26th enabled BUCCANEER to
stay on patrol in the area until 1730 Monday 28th, when
deteriorating weather conditions dictated that the ship
depart the area and head for Eden.

10, After an uneventful coastal passage, BUCCANEER
anchored off Eden at 0415 Tuesday 29th, and at 1100 weighed
anchor and berthed at Eden, where she stayed for the remain-
ing two days of the month.

Technical

The During the assisted maintenance pericd,; a four
thousand hour planned maintenance routine was carried out

on the port main engine, which has since performed satis--
facto¥ily. The starboard engine is beginning to show signs
of wédr and appears eager for its' four thousand hour routine.

NATED ks
ﬁ . F-;EBHJLE' L. A
ESTRICTED
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12 The 40/60 AN2/1(A) mount was replaced by a MK7
mount during the maintenance period, however, on installa-
tion the scocter control threads were stripped, and URDEF
49/81 was raised (HMAS BUCCANEER FMH/IAH/OON 150036Z JUL8O)
and remains outstanding pending supply of replacement parts.

15 URDEF 46/81 was raised last month concerning loss
of power assistance to the steering system, and also remains
outstanding awaiting supply of replacement parts.

14, Due to deteriorating performance of the Willis
Seaphcne, URDEF 50/81 (HMAS BUCCANEER ONJ/RMH/IAH 290800Z
JUL80) was raised and remains outstanding. All other
equipment has performed satisfactorily during the period.

15, General. The health, welfare, and morale of the
ship's company has been quite good during the period despite
arduous patrol conditions experienced in Bass Strait.

T have the honour to be

DAY,

Your obedient servant

40 28 .

(J.We GAUCI)
Lieuténant, RAN
Commanding Officer

Annexes: A. Steaming details
B. Exercise detaills
C. Vessels intercepted during period
D. Relevant photographs (COMAUSFLT enly)
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Annex A €O

HI7 S TUCCINEER letter 1/16/4B
g;;t'éE'T‘ﬁﬁMs 5

STEAMING DETAILS - JULY 1980

1. Distance steamed in period 1,897
2. Distance steamed since commissioning 235,986
3. Hcurs underway in period 143
4, Hours underway since commissioning 17,5012

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1072777



Date

1T = 31

T4

14
15

16
27
29

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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Annex B to

HVMAS BUCCANEER letter 1/16/4B
dafed 1 August 1980 e

EXERCISE DETAILS - JULY 1980

o T S—

Exercice

Daily Fire Ex, Minor DCX
Practice alongside: XO,
JOUT, POCOXN, CPCMTP
POQMG

JOUT pilotage

JOUT anchorage

DC/First Aid lectures
Man Overboard EX

JOUT anchorage

Duration

P
oy
]—j
Q.
)
}_h
}_I

o]

R
1 hr exit Sydney

% hr entry Twofold
Bay

2 X % hr
2 x + hr

1 hr entry Twofold
Bay.

RCDIG1072777



Annex C to
EMAS BUCCANEER letter 1/16/4B

dated 1T Augus

SSELS INTERCEPTED DURING PERIOD

Thursday 17th: MOKO MARU BUCCANEER MISCREP EMI/EAE
171325Z JUL 80

SOUTH RAINBOW BUCCANEER MISCREP EMI/EAE
171602Z JUL 80

Monday 26th: PANAMAX WORLD BUCCANEER MISCREP EMI/EAE
272110Z JUL 80

Hours spent at Kingfish Bravo oil rig buoy during period:

71
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OFFICE OF THE
FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING,
H.M. AUSTRALIAN FLEET,
- FLEET HEADQUARTERS,
GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000

AF  1/16/23 =4 0CT 1930

The Chief of Naval Staff
Department of Defence (Navy Office)
CANBERRA ACT 2600

DINGS - AUGUST

E

HMAS BUCCANEER - REPORT OF PROCE
1980

Forwarded.

a_k
(G. .Hf'w_ﬁ%'ﬁfég)

Commodore RAN
Deputy Fleet Commander

Enclosure: HMAS BUCCANEER Report of Proceedings for
August, 1980 %

UNCLASSIFIED
COVERING
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1/1G/4B

HMAS BUCCANEER
at Coerner Inlet

1 September 1980

The Flag Officer Commanding
EM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

For Information:

The Cummander
AUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARE AND PATROL BOAT FCRCES

HMAS BUCCANEER = REPORT OF PROCZEDINGS
AUGUST 1980

k.

Sir,

y I have the honour to report the proceedings of
HMAS RUCCANEER under my command for August 1980. Times
are in Kilos (=10).

S At the beginning of the month, BUCCANEER was
alcngside in EDEN NSW on Rest and.Recreation.frcm Bass
Strait Cil Rig Surveillance. Due to adversc weather,
sailing was delayed by a day and the shi ip departed EDEN
for Area Bass at 0900 Monday 4th ccmmencing surveillance
at 1900 that eveniiig. The weather gradually abated and
the ship sccured to HALIBUT buoy at 1100 Tuesday Dch

in an effcrt to conserve fuel. Whilst at the buoy some
twenty personnel from HALIBUT visited the ship and
several of the ships company visitea the oil rig. An
injured sailor was landed to HALIBUT on the morning of
Wednesday 6th for medical evacuation by an ESSO heli-
copter to RAAF East Sale,

i The ship slipred from the buoy at 1600
Wednesday 6th to intercept an intruding Merchant Vessel,
and re--secured to the buoy at 1700. Arother irtruder
was reported by a P3B at 1S30 recuiring tihe ship to
slip and proceed west to intercept. UYhe v2s8sel wvas
subsequently identified as an oil rig tenusr. The
weather, having steadily deterioraced, dicrated the
ship seek shelter, BUCCANEER anchored in ‘‘orner Inlet
at 0500 Thursday 7th and proceeded to Bari..es Beach
Marine Terminal, berthing at 0750 for fuel. In company

.o/
RESTRICTED
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with B¥MAS ATTACK Lerth wes shifraed to Port Welshpoel
at 1200. Tne adverze westerly weather continued as
forecasct for several days resulting in both ships
remaining at Pert Welshpeol,

4, Lines were cast off at 0S00 Saturday 9th

and the ship proceeded to sea in abating westerly
weather for the return passage to Sydney. BUCCANEER
berthed at HMAS WATERHEN at 1200 Sunday 10th and
commenced a two week Assisted Maintenance Pericd the
following day. A four thousand hour planned maintenance
routine was carried out oa the starboard main engine

and was completed after a successful basin trial at

2000 Saturday 23rd.

Da Another four week Bass Strait 0Cil Rig Sur-
veillance patrol was commenced when lines were cast off
at 0900 Monday 25th and the ship proceeded to sea,
AATX, AACRF and AAROFX were carried out in area R488
between 1430 and 1530 that day. The SUFX was cancelled
due to detericrating south westerly weather. A most
uncomfortable passage to EDEN followed and BUCCANEER
berthed at 0930 Tuesday 26th for fuel.

6. BUCCANEER proceeded to sea a2t 1400 that
afterno-n and commenced surveillance of Area Bass at
2200, The ship secured <tc¢ MACKERAL buoy at 0800
Wednesday 27 and remained there until 1000 the following
day when the ship slipped due to deteriorating weather
and c-mmenced patrolling. BUCCANEER secured te MARLIN
buoy at 1500, the weather having abated, Several

groups frem MARLIN visited the ship during the afternoon
and several of the ships company were able to look over
the gas rig. BUCCANEER proceeded from MArLIN buoy at
0130 [riday 29th due to deteriorating weather and
commenced patrolling the north westerly secticn of Area
Bass.

Fa HALIBUT cil rig reported an intruding merchant
vezgel at 0900 that morning which resulted in a two
hour nigh speed chase by BUCCANEER to intercept. The

| vessel fin2lly responded to Channel 16 at 1130 and the
ship wz3 then free to seck shelter at anchor under the
lce of the mainland within Area Bass, Due to most
unusu:2l. atmespheric conditicns, full radar coverage of
Are= Bess was meintained with oil rigs, tenders and
merch:ant vessels being held on radar tc forty eight
miles,

es/3
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8, HMAS ADVENCE Jjoined BUCCANEER at anchor at
2200 Fridey 29th end assumed surveillance duties,
BUCCANEER weighed anchor at 0300 Saturday 30th and
proceeded to Barries Beach Marine Terminal berthing
at 0800 for fuel. At the end of August BUCCANEER
was alongside at Barries Beach on much needed rest
and recreation.

TECHNICAL

-

9. Upon receipt of stores in EDEN on Friday 1st,
URDEF 50/81 (WILLIS SEAPHONE) was rectified by ships
staff. On the return passage to Sydney, the port main
engine intermittently shut itself down. The fault was
traced to the governor "energise to run" solenoid and
subsequently URDEF 51/81 (HMAS BUCCANEER RMH/IAH/ONH
100220Z AUG 80) was raised, On return to Sydney, a
4,000 hour routine was carried out ¢n the starboard main
engine. A considerable delay in the supply of stores
for the routine required some 92 man hours overtime by
ships staff (in addition to base staff) on the weekend
pricr to sailing to complete the routine,

10. URDEF 49/81 (40/60 BOFOR 0il leak) and URDEF
51/81 (Port main engine solenoid) were rectified during
the AMP and successfully trislled on the first day at
sea. URDEF 46/81 (HMAS BUCCANEER IAH/ROH/OIH 1202447
JUN 80) remains outstanding awaiting supply of a new
steering gear pump. The steering gear is functional
but suspect.

11, In general all equipment is working well and
the state of the technical department is good, however,
some concern 1is felt for the remeaining working life of
the main engines. It is understood that they are to
last until decommissioning in December 1981 by which
time they will have well over 5000 hours running time,

GENERAL

155 The health, welfare and conduct of the ships
company has been good during the month. Morale has been
high with the adverse conditions of BSORS drawing the
ships company together as a team. Morale was substant-
ially boosted on receipt of COMAUSFLT ADA/EMC 2707102Z
AUG 80 -~ comments on Operation Estes,

I have the honour to be

5_1 ? B

Your obedient Servant

- J—a—z"u e €,
( J W e (GHUCT)
ieutemant, RAN
Commanding Officer
Innexes: A. OSteaming Details
B. Exercise details
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Annex A to

SMAS BUCCANEER letter 1/16/4B
dated T Sepfember

lmssr W TaER e TE ol L R TR AL P A T S

STELMING DERALLS ~ AUGUST 1980

T T A, S e, | ., W A

1. Distance steamed in period 1,726 nm

2. Distance steamed since commissioning 231,712

5. Hours underway in period 123

L. Hours underway since commissioning 17,635

5. Hours secured to Buoy/ct anchor Area Bass 81
RESTRICTED
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Arnex 8 to
AV 'S BUCCENEER letter 1/16/4B
Coted 1 September 1980

L W . S T s T o —————

EXERCISE DETAILS - AUGUST 1980

LT T T W R N T RN I‘I‘-_—--—-‘-—-‘_

Exercise Exercise Number Total Dates
Number | .. Conducted Hours __ ___
24 Shiphandling 1
Berthings - XO i - 25
Buoy Work - OOWs 7 1 5,6(3),27,28,29
Anchorages - 00Ws e 1 7,26,29
29 Blind Pilotage 2 e 0. 25
78 Minor DCX 14 3 10 to 25
159 AACRF { { 25

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1072777
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OFFICE OF TrE
FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING,
H.M. AUSTRALIAN FLEET,

FLEET HEADQUARTERS,
GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W, 2000

AP 1/16/ 23 el 10 0CT 100

Chief of Naval Staff
Department of Defence (Navy COffice)

CANBERRA ACT 2600

HMAS BUCCANEER REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

Forwarded.

/
o M
/ } i
(GTT . WooLRYCH)

Commodore RAN
for Fleet Commander

Enclosure: HMAS BUCCANEER Report of Proceedings
SR o for September, 1980 dated 1 October, 1980
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HMAS BUCCANI
at Sydney

07 0T 198p

5

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

For Information:

The Commander
AUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARE AND PATROL BOAT FCRC

L%
(n

HMAS BUCCANEER -« REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
SEPTEMBER 1980

S3P,

¢ I have the honour to report the proceedings
of HMAS BUCCANEER under my command for September 1980.
Times are in Kilo (-=10).

2, At the beginning of the month BUCCANEER, whilst
deployed on Bass Strait 0il Rig Surveillance, was along-
side at Barries Beach Marine Terminal, Corner Inlet
Victoria, sheltering from adverse weather. Due to a
rapid succession of cold fronts through Bass Strait, the
ship remained alongside fcr ceveral dayvs. Winds of
thirty to forty knots, with gusts to sixty knots were
regularly recorded by the terminal's anemometer. Most
disturbing local knowledge was imparted by o0il rig tender
Masters who consider the summer months to be the roughest,
However, they did concede the present weather to be ab-

normal.

s 8 Lines were eventually cast off at 0800 Saturday
6th for passage to Area Bass. Due to an overheating
problem on both engines and generators, the ship anchored
| in Corner Inlet at 0830. The problem was traced to an
ingress of reeds into the salt water cooling system,
The anchor was weighed at 1000 and BUCCANEER relieved
HMAS ADVANCE as surface response vessel at 1500. In an
effort to conserve fuel, and engine running hours, the
ship secured to Marlin oil rig buoy at 1700. During
the afternoon of Sunday 7th some twenty oil rig personnel
visited the ship and a small group of the ships company

RESTRICTED o
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4, The weather deteriorated during the evening of
Sunday 7th resulting in the ship slipping from the buoy

at 0130 Monday 8th, BUCCANEER remained underway in Area
Bass until 1700 that evening when further deterioratien

in the weather required the ship to seek shelter at anchor
at Stockyard Hill, The weather steadily deteriorated
making the anchorage unsuitable. With a forecast of

winds of forty to fifty knots, gusting to seventy, and
waves o eight to ten metres, the anchor was welighed at
0700 Tuesday 9th and a down sea dash for shelter in Eden
was made. On passage, the steering motor shutdown
regularly due to an outstanding URDEF, the gun was damaged
when the ship buried its bow into a wave whilst surfing,
and a life raft was lifted off its mount. The ship berthed
in Eden at 1530 that afternoon.

5. The adverse weather continued for the remaining
ten days BUCCANEER was programmed for BSORS with only a
brief period of suitable weather when BOMBARD managed

some time en task., At 0800 Thursday 11th, in company with
BOMBARD, the ship departed Eden and conducted towing
evolutions, man overboard exercises and OOW manoeuvres

in Two Fold Bay. BUCCANEER returned to Eden berthing at
1140 whilst BOMBARD attempted (unsuccessfully) to proceed
on task., Berth was shifted during the ferenoon of
Wednesday 17th when a mediterranean moor, using two
anchors, was undertaken on the end of the fishermans Jjetty.

6. Lines were cast off and anchors weigh#d at 0300
Saturday 20th for return passage to Sydney. BUCCANEER
fuelled from the OFL at HMAS WATERHEN a+t 1630 that after-
noon and moved to the Patrol Boat Wharf ot 0. To
enable HMAS ADVANCE to sall, lines were cast off at 1030
Monday 22nd and one hour of OOW ship handling on the OFL
was conducted. The ship berthed at the Patrol Boat Wharf
at 1130 and remained there until the end of the month
undergoing on Assisted Maintenance Period,

Technical

7 Both main engines and generators have performed
well during the month although relatively few engine
running hours were achieved due to the adverse weather.
URDEF 46/81 (HMAS BUCCANEER IAH/ROM/OIM 120244ZJUN8O)
was at last rectified on receipt and installation of sz
reconditioned steering pump in Eden on Thursday 18th.
The damage sustained by the gun in rough seas on
Tuesddyv9th resulted in URDEF 52/81 (HMAS BUCCANEER
FMH/IAH/OOH 092320ZSEP80) being raised, The hydraulic
motor mount and header tank were bent aft several
degrees cracking several hydraulic pipes, Repairs by
base staff are nearing completion. All other technical
equipment has performed well,

RESTRIGTED iy
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General

8. The health welfare and morale of the ships
company remains quite good.

/i
J.W

L] L UCI)
Lieuteriant, RAN
Commanding Officer

Annexes: A. Steaming detaills
B. ExerciséFDetails
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STEAMING DETAILS - SEPTEMBER 1980

Distance steamed in peried 730 nm
Distance steamed since commissicning 238,442 nm
Hours underway in period 50 hrs
Hours underway since commissioning 17,685 hrs
Hours secured to Buoy/at anchor Area Bass 47 hrs

HESTRICTED
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Annex B to
AMAS BUCCANEER letter 1/16/4B

aLe N

EXZRCISE DETAILS - SEPTEMBER 1980

Exercise Number Total

Number  Exercise Conducted Hours Dates
10 OOW Manoeuvres 1 1 11
18 Tow fwd 1 1 1

1: 19 Tow aft 1 1 11

24  Shiphandling

Alongsides XO 4
Coxn 5 1 22
Buffer 2
Buoy work OOW 4 1 748
Anchorage OOW 2 ] 6,8
X0 Piletage Sydney 1 ] 20
Harbour
29 Blind Pilntage 2 1 6,20
il Minor DCX - 25 8 1 e 5,
10 to 19,
21 - 30

RESTRICTED
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

Telephone: 359-9111
Extension 5139

~ AF

OFFICE OF THE
FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING,
H.M., AUSTRALIAN FLEET,
FLEET HEADQUARTERS,
GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000

;l"-'"_,;ﬂ
t]

& T e :r‘ Y { LF
1 i | gl | =
T o =W

1/16/2%

The Chief of Naval Staff
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE (NAVY OFFICE)

HMAS BUCCANEER - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS -

OBER 1980

Reference: A. AF Letter 1/16/12 of 13 August, 1980.

y = Forwarded.

e The matter raised at paragraph 11 is recognised.
Both main engines have already run in excess of 4000 hours
and the situation will be monitored closely.

D With regard to the comments at paragraph 12,

measures to make Patrol Boats' Bass Strait surveillance
programmes more attractive will be implemented shortly.

(P. H.&§o§££)
Rear Admiral, RAN,

Fleet Commander.

Enclosure: HMAS BUCCANEER Report of Proceedings for
October 1980, dated 1 November, 1980.
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1/16/4B. HMAS BUCCANEER
at Eden

1 November 1980

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

For Information:

The Commander
AUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARE AND PATROL BOAT FORCES

HM/AS BUCCANEER =~ REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
QCTOEER 1980

S b o

T I have the honour to report the proceedings
of HMAS BUCCANEER under my command for October 1980.
Zone time is used throughout and was advanced for
K(=10) to L{-~11) at 25160020CT80.

e BUCCANEER was alongside at HMAS WATERHEN on
Wednesday lst undergoing an assisted maintenance period.
A member of the Fleet Hygiene Unit lectured the ships
company during the forenoon of Thursday 2nd. Lines

were cast off at 0930 Friday 3rd and berth was shifted
to West Dock Wharf Garden Island where the ship was to
be open for public inspection during the weekend as
part of Navy Week 80. A total of 4,300 visitors
inspected the ship over the weekend,

£ Lines were cast off at 0700 Tuesday 7th, the
ship rendezvoued with HMAS BOMBARD in the vicinity of
Fort Denison and proceeded to sea at action stations.
An AACRF was conducted with BOMBARD in R487 however,
due to deteriorating weather the surface firing was
cancelled, Passage to Bass Strait and the forthcoming
Squadron Exercise (SOUTHEX 80), progressed into worsen-
ing weather. A defect developed on the port main engine
which shut the engine down when the ship pounded into

2 rough sea. BUCCANEER detached from BOMBARD and
proceeded to Eden to rectify the defect,

4 The ship anchored in Twofold Bay at 0040
Wednesday 8th and berthed at the Brezkwater Wharf Eden
at 1015, The defect was originally thcocugh to have
stemmed from a faulty governor however, further sea
trials in Twofold Bay during the afternoon of Wednesday
8th established the cause as 2 faulty electrical relay.

N i
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This was isclzted and the ship sailed for Bass Strait
and SOUTHEX 80 at 1830. After a high speed overnight
passage the ship was in the vicinity of Cliffy Island
where at 0700 Thursday 9th HMAS ATTACK conducted a
boarding to apprehend (FFV) on BUCCANEER. On completion
the Squadron Commander and Staff embarked. Several
Machinery breakdown drills and other emergency evolutions
were then exercised. In ccmpany with ATTACK and ADVANCE
0O0W m~noeuvres were conducted to the West of Area Bass
from 1120 until 1220. On completion para anchors were
streamed followed by a TOWEX in which ATTACK towed
BUCCANEER .

5e The Squadron Commander was transferred to
ADVANCE at 1415 Thursday Sth when several more hours of
OOW manceuvres commenced with all four patrol boats
teking part. On completion an uneventful passage around
Wilsons Promontory to area R325 followed in company
with ADVLNCE and ATTACK. A surface firing at a towed
splash target was conducted during the forenoon of
Friday 10th. The AACRF was cancelled due to aircraft
difficulties. A ceremonizl entry to HM.S CERBERUS

was mocde a2t 1430 that afternoon, compleie with gun
selutes and band.

6. Following the SOUTHEX 80 debrief, BUCCANEER
and ADVANCE departed CERBERUS at 1830 Friday 10th for
return passage to Sydney. Rough weather was encountered
of f Eden necessitating both ships sceking a2 few hours
shelter in Twofold Bay. The ship enchored at 1800
Saturday 11th and proceeded to sea again at 2000, the
weather having moderated sufficiently. FEUCCANEER and
ADVANCE entered Sydney Harbour at 1115 Sunday 12th

and secured at WATERHEN at 1200,

Te The ships annual inspection was carried out
with Departmental inspections on Wedncsday 15th and
Thursday 16th and the Squadron Commancers divisions
and inspection during the forenoon cof Friday 17th.

2 BUCCANEER remained at WATEDHEN continulng on
assisted maintenance period until Moncay 27th when at
0845(L), lines were cast off and the ship proceeded to
Spectacle Island to ammunition. With ammunitioning
completed early, the opportunity was tazken for berthing
practice by the Executive Officer on tane OFL at WATERHEN.
The ship departed WATERHEN at 1000 for four weeks Bass
Strait Surveillance. An AACRF was ccnducted in area
R487 at 1300 that afternoon followed by an uncomfortable
passage tc Eden. The ship anchored in Twofold Bay at
0130 Tuesday 28th and berthed outboard of BCMBARD at
Eden at 1000, During a move of berths curing the
forenoon of Thursday 30th, a defect on ithe starboard
engine was discovered, A replacement starter motor

was most expeditiously despatched by Base Staff resulting
in defect rectification within 24 hours,

b 1
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Q. BUCCANEER remained a2t Eden until the end of
+he month due to adverce weather in Bass Strait where
thirty knot south westerly winds and rough seas had
been prevalent for several days.

Technical

AT i S s S wf

10, The technical department has functioned well
during the menth with the exception of a few defects,
21l of which have been rectified. URDEF 52/81 (BUCCANEER
FMH/IAZH/00D 092320ZSEP80) on the damaged gun mount was
rectified by base staff prior to SOUTHEX 80. URDEF
54/81 (RUCCANEER FMH/IAM/OON 10012SZ0CT80) was raised

on the safety firing arcs of the 40/60 mount end was
rectified by Base Staff on Thursday 23rd. URDEF 53/81
\BUCCANEER IAH/RDH/OIH 071806Z0CT80) was raised on the
port main engine shut down defect. The engine was
cperational in the emergency start mode until the defect
was rectified and completed sea trialse ~n Monday 27th.
URDEF 55/81 (BUCCANEER IAH/ROH/RKH 300145Z0CT80) was
raised on the starbozrd main engine st:rTer motor and
was rectified on Friday 31st with a replacement unit.

j o With the programme for the firzt half of 1981
now known, more concern is felt that the engines will
not last until the proposed December 1981 de-commissioning.

General

12 « The hezlth and welfare of thes ships company 1s
satisfactory. Morale suffered consid-raoly cn being
cdvised of the ships programme for th- first half of 1981,
With the considerable ccrrespondence at Srnip, Squadron
and Fleet level on the unsuitability c<f Petrol Boats for
Bass Strait surveillance, all personnel were reasonably
confident of an early end to this unplessant commitment.
It is now apparent to the ships comrenyv <tnat no encd 1is

in sight and morale is now and will =cutiinuve to be a
problem., The conduct of the ships compzny has in general
been satisfactory but an increase of minor offences has
been evident.

I have the hcncur to be

Your cbecdiert Servant

== AP
. /\4 \J )H’Dr{ L. Ny
o (J.W, GAUCI)
1 Lieutenant, RAN
Commanding Oificer

Anmnexes: 4., Steaming Detalls
B. Exercise Details
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.

letter 1/16/4B

il el ]

date0 Nowember 1068

® o A R W ST R T S, — h_--—.l—'ll_

STE/MING DETAILS - OCTORBER_1980

O e S R e ot R o i

Distance stecamed in period

Listance steamed since commissioning
Hdours underway in pericd

Hours underway since commissioning

Occasions for exceeding fast routing
speed

RESTRICT:

5

1,632
240,075
117
17,802

Nil
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Ammex B to
FvAS QITCCANEER lztter 1/16/4F
datzd 1 Nevoemver 150

Qe S ""l"'f_"r'r'*l ) i | .
4-:?*{:-“1‘1-! "-. IJ.:-I_I 4 .I-.‘.'T: :L .' gy T

L — S i . ool A

Exercise  IZxercise No, Total Dates
No. . Conducted Hours
10 O0W % 6 9,10
Manoeuvres
13 Tow Fwd 1 [ Q
24 Shiphandling 5 3 12,27
alongsides XO
Pilotage ] 9 27
Sydney XO
e Blind k. 2 227
Pilotzge
78 Minor DCX 25 6 1=-6, 12-26,
28=31
7 Major DCX 1 1 ¢
159 AACKRF 2 2 Ty 27
160 SUCRF 1 1 10

RESTRICTED
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Telephone: 359-9111

Extension

AF 1 /16/23

3139

The Chief of Naval Staff
Department of Defence (Navy Office)
ACT 2600

CANBERRA

Zi+ Enclosure:

C NS
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OFFICE OF THE

~“DEFENCE
INFORMATHONR
CONTROL CENTRE

— —-_._

FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING,

H.M., AUSTRALIAN FLEET,

FLEET HEADQUARTERS,
GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000

{2 DEC 1380

HMAS BUCCANEER - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS -

NOVEMBER, 1980

Forwarded.

HMAS BUCCAN

A

” il N
I ‘M.Ii
{ !
-' e E‘

s q .,w-_..-f\ oS
o s
(G 13 1. WOOLRYCH)

Commodore RAN
for Fleet Commander

.;

“R Report of Proceedings for

November, 1980 dated 2 December, 1980
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HMAS BUCCANEER
at Sydney

- 2 DEC 1980

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

For Information:

The Commander
AUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARE AND PATROL BOAT FORCES

HMAS BUCCANEER -~ REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
NOVEMBER 1980

21y,

1o I have the honour to report the proceedings
of HMAS BUCCANEER under my command for November 1980,
Times are in Lima (-11),

2e At the beginning of the month BUCCANEER was
alongside in Eden NSW sheltering from adverse weather
in Bass Strait., The weather finally abated and at
0800 Tuesday 4th lines were cast off and the ship
proceeded to Bass Strait for 0il Rig Surveillance,
arriving on task at 1600 that afternoon. The ship
secured to Marlin Buoy for the night, and slipped at
0900 Wednesday 5th to patrol the area. The weather
deteriorated during the forenoon and the ship proceeded
to shelter in Corner Inlet, proceeding off task at
1300 and berthing at Barries Beach Marine Terminal at
1630 that afternoon.

De The weather having abated, lines were cast

off at 0800 Friday 7th and BUCCANEER proceeded to sea
for further surveillance of Area Bass., The ship serured
to Halibut buoy at 1600 and remained there until 0730
Sunday 9th. A patrol of the area to break the boredom
was undertaken during the forenoon of Sunday 9th with
the ship securing to Halibut buoy again at 1100. The
ship remained at the buoy until 2200 Monday 10th when,
having been relieved by HMAS ATTACK, BUCCANEER proceeded
to Barries Beach Marine Terminal for fuel and R & R,
berthing at 0800 Tuesday 11th,

ee/2
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4, BUCCANEER remained at Barries Beach until
1730 Thursday 13th when lines were cast off and the
ship proceeded to sea for Area Bass, relieving ATTACK
at 27100 that evening, and anchoring at Stockyard Hill
at 2300, The anchor was weighed at 0730 Friday 14th
and the ship proceeded to Halibut Buoy securing at
1200. BUCCANEER remained at the buoy, undertaking
radar surveillance, until 1200 Saturday 15th when the
buoy was required by an oil rig tender. When the MV
TASMAN TIDE had completed replenishing Halibut,
BUCCANEER secured to the tender and replenished with
fresh water. The ship secured to the buoy at 1700

and remained there until 1030 Sunday 16th when deterio=
rating weather necessitated the ship getting underway.
BUCCANEER remained underway until relieved by ATTACK
at 0800 Monday 17th resulting in eighty three hours on
task. The ship proceeded to Eden for fuel and R & R
berthing at 1400 that afternoon.

) Lines were cast off at 1300 Tuesday 18th and
course set for Area Bass, A rapid deterioration in the
weather necessitated the ship returning to Eden for

shelter, anchoring in Twofold Bay at 2230 and berthing
in Eden at 0800 Wednesday 19th. Lines were again cast
off at 1700 Thursday 20th and course set for Area Bass.
BUCCANEER commenced surveillance a2t 0300 Friday 21st

however, further deterioration in the weather saw the
ship again proceeding to Eden for shelter. BUCCANEE
anchored in Twofold Bay at 2330 and proceeded alongside
at 0800 Saturday 22nd. HMAS BAYONET berthed at 1200

and BUCCANEER sailed for Sydney at 1600 that afternoon.

6. The ship anchored in Watsons Bay at 0500 Sunday
25rd, weighing anchor at 0720 and berthing at HMAS
WATERHEN at 0800. BUCCANEER remained alongside WATERHE
until the end of the month undergoing an assisted mainten-
ance period,

Technical
T On the whole a good month technically. Onl
one URDEF 56/81 (BUCCANEER JAH/RDH/RKH 190001Z NOV 80¥

was raised on a fault imtthe compressor on No.3 air-
conditioning unit. As this unit serves the after mess,
the compressor from No,2 unit was pirated and No.3 unit
made operational. A reconditioned compressor is
presently being fitted to No.2 unit.

8. Engine hours have been kept to a minimum
with maximum use of the o0il rig buoys in Area Bass,
and single engine steaming. Both main engines and
generators have been virtually trouble free,

11/3
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general

9. The health, welfare and cnnduci of the ships
company is satisfactory. Several ideas To overcome
thgpmﬂgale problem are being investigated including use
of ports other than Eden and Welshpool, and providing
o video recorder onboard.

I have the honcur to be
Sir,

Your obedient servant

"UVQ;__—W J:.a-..-—-—"-
. er' L, hUCI)
Lieutenant, RAN
Commanding Officer

Annexes: A. Steaming details
B. Exercise details
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tter 1/16/4B
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STEAMING DETAILS - NOVEMBER 1980

Distance steamed in period

Distance steamed since commissioning
Hours underway in period

Hours underway since commissioning

Occasions for exceeding fast routing
speed

Hours secured to buoys/at anchor
Area Bass

1,839
241,914
128
17,950

Nil

144
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Exercise
No.

24
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Annex B to

'TEEE“BTJEE:@E% %etter 1%1 GEAB

ited -

Exercise No.
Conducted
Shiphandling
Alongsides=X0
Anchorages-X0
Buoy Work ~OOWs
Pilotage -Sydney
Earmour - X0

— N \n =

Blind Pilotage 4
Minor DCX 16

Total
Hours

o, R

RESTRICT

Dates

5,11,17,23
11,13,18,21,23
4,7,9,14,15

23

S5, 11,17,22

Tell 6,11, 12,4,
23-30
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

oMV

Telephone: 359-9111
Extension 31 65

OFFICE OF THE
FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING,
H.M. AUSTRALIAN FLEET,
FLEET HEADQUARTERS,
GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000

i The Chief of Naval Staff
Department of Defence (Navy Office)
CANBERRA ~ ACT 2600 ] "fﬁkh
_'X}}{iiﬁﬂ? h

HMAS BUCCANEER -~ REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS -
DECEMBER 1980

i o7 Forwarded.

2 The defects recported at paragraph 6 were due

not to the age of the engines, but rather to the interval

since major overhaul, which now exceeds 4000 hours. The

predictions at paragraph { concerning HMAS BUCCANEER!s

gg;ure stem from conjecture on the part of the Commanding
icer.

Cﬂmmadore RAN
Deputly Fleet Commander

i -
Enclosure: HMAS BUCCANEER Report of Proceedings for
December, 1980 dated 1 January, 1981
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1/16/48B
HMAS RUCCANEER
at Eden

1 January 1981

| The Flag Officer Commanding
: ’ - HHM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

For Information:

O el e s ST W Lk

Trie Commander
AUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARE AND PATROL BOAT FORCES

HMAS BUCCANSER - REFORT OF PROCEEDINGS
DECEMBER 1980

S1r,

; [ I have the honour to report the proceedings of
HMAS RUCCANEER under my command for December 1980, All
+imes are in Lima (-11). : :

2 At the beginning of the month;, BUCCANEER was

alongside at HMAS WATERHEN undergoing an assisted
maintenance period., During this period a reconditioned

- LO/60 gun was fitted. Lines were cast off at 1000
Monday 8th and the ship proceeded to sea for passage to
Bass Strait. Between 1400 and 1600 that afternoon, a
40/60 gun functioning trial, surface firing exercise,
rapid open fire exercise, and small arms firing exercises
were cornducted in R488., Passage south to Eden continued
and the ship berthed in Eden at 0930 Tuesday 9th for fuel.
Lines were cast off at 1330 that afternocn and the ship
proceecded south for Area Bass, _

Ds BUCCANEER commenced duties as Surface Response
Vessel, Area Bass,at 2100 Tuesday 9th and secured to
Marlin 0il Rig buoy at 2300, The ship remained overnigat
and slipped at 0900 Wednesday 10th and proceeded to
Halibut Oil Rig buoy. ' The ship returned to Marlin buoy
at 0900 Thursday 11th. Due to deteriorating weather,
BUCCANEER slipped from Marlin buoy at 22C0 that evening .
and remained underway until 1400 Friday 12th when the
ship secured to Barracouta 0Oil Rig buoy. BUCCANRER
slipped at 0600 Saturday 13th to intercept a merchant
vessel in the Restricted Area and segured to Marlin buoy
at 1000, The presence of another merchant vessel in the

st 2
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Bestristed Ar=a that afternoon necessitated BUCCANEER
slipping a2t 1630 to interceptr, returning to Marlin
buoy at 172C. The snio again siipped at 2300 that
evening to proceed off task having completed a record
ninety eight hours cn task. Course was set for Eden
where the ship berthad at 0900 Sunday 14th for fuel.

) b, Lines were cast off at 0600 Monday 15th and
a quick passage to Eydney followed with BUCCANEER
berthing at WATERHEN at 1800 that evening. A Two week
self maintenance period followed allowing most personnel
to be home for Christmas. A Families Dayv was conducted
on Sydney Hartour on Sunday 21st between 0900 and 1200,

o At 1800 Monday 29th lines were cast off from
WATERHEN and the ship proceeded to sea for passage to
Bass Strait, Due to deteriorating weather, shelter was
sought in rfort Kerbla at 2245 that evening, The ship
remainaé in Port Xembla until 1600 Wedneszday 31st when
passage south was continued in more suitah.e weather.
The New Year w2s cheered in in the Jervis Bay. area,

Tecknical

6. The month has been relatively tirouble free for
the Technical Devpartment. No URDEFS were raised aand only
cne INDEF(RADAR) was raised and rectificd by ships staff,
fo main engine major defects have occurred hcwever, 1t

i3 worlhy of note that ships staff have :eplaced two
rocker arms and associated valve bridge plileces due to
failure of their case hardening. This is indicative of
he age and wear of the engines,

o It is now apparent that BUCCANZFR will not be
deccrmmissioned in December 1981, but may he opcrational
for several years. 1If so, it is considerzd essential
that BUCCANEER undertake a full refit, ir-«luding chaiging
main engines and gensrators, instecd of the programmed
I1.D. this veay, -

Genoral
s il - = L]

8. Tnie nealth welfare 2184 conduct =f the Shipss
gerpeny i3 sazisfactovy. Morsle nas gnowi a glight
insreas2 as & resurt ¢if severzl jancvatnoLis 00 “oreax —iune
mounsueny of Eass Strait oporationz. Yha pucchase oY

i
o
shipe {fumd of an omridireciicnal Televisicn eserial and

of3
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Genercl, {Conttd,
arpiLifier now allows telievision to be used in Bass Strailt,
It is heoped to 2dd a vides record¢er shortly with the
assistance of the RANCCF. A general increase in the
standerd of victualling has also had some effect., The
uncas-tainty of the ships futurce however, is of concern to
all.

0, 4

-

I have the honour to be
S1ir,

Your obedient servant

&
J
f
/1 T ri R ——
a J v \ L - 'T"!!'-'\ F\ N
fo= (J.W. CAUCI)

| Lieutenant, RAN
Commanding Officer

annexes: A, Steaming details

. T PR

B, Exercise details

RESTRICTED

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1072777



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Annex A to
RIS BJCCANETR LE3
dated 18T JanLas

+ M o 8 | T*I'D = | {-,‘
oTRAMING DETALILD - DECEMBRER 1980
| S - = w Tk &

-
PR W iy . _--.m-ﬂnf.w
- e
, [ - —

D:stance steamed 1in period
D:stance steamsd since cormissioning
Hours waderway in neriod

] £inc missionin
Hours underway £21C€ commls g

G i : ting speed
Occasions for oxceeting fast rou g Sp

1,118 NM
o4% . 032 N

80
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MAS BULEH}mgﬁulqzzgt 1/16/4L5

_l. l'.. &
MLE.!.'?:'_-{‘! IE (" ‘J EJHJ I-'F. v 4._;8

L [ g e RS, - o e [

-".‘-:‘"‘r-l:*___f':.‘:.: TC'J'E DE.IT H* -[I.IS

Exercise Efercise No, Total  Dzates
I’_f.q:.__..__u el S Conducted Hours
24 Shiphiandiling L
alongside - XJ L - 09
bucy work - COXN 1 - 13
LUFFER 7 1 09(2) ,10,11,12,13,15
Pilotage Syaney
Harbcur - COXN 1 1 29 -
BUFTFER T 1 15
25 Blina Pilolag: 5 2 08,15,29
738 Minor 2CX 2l 6 01-C8, 13~29
1 C3

160 - SUCRE ]
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