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| T have the honour to report the proceedings of HMAS BARBETTE
wnder my comand for the month of January 19€2.

2 " At the hEE,J_I'H"}.lI'ig of the wonth the ship was berthed at No 1 Wharf,
Cairns, At DﬁDE(T’) esday 5 BaRBETTE cast off and proceceded foxr a-patrol.
of R 5 T and A areas ax;d WAS mgmi:eﬂ 2 cables off Lizard Island at 1854(1 ).

% Anchor was weighed the following mam:u.ng at 0755 and the ship
proceeded for ‘Thursday fsland{ Many floating lngs were sighted in the
waters around Cape York and two of these were reported to COSURCEN as
| dangers to navigation, They were both in EJ{GE-:E of 6M long, 0.5M in |
di ameter and flﬂa.ting verl;ically. After a'wery smooth passaze up ‘thmu@ it 41
the reef BAR . B J? _Side to the Tuel Hhar: il T
PRI LA s 7 ﬁgw% Gt
and pmceeded or “fe:f.pa!. J i .‘1 L‘-; - '. ; ” TR i T -;...}{*-'r-
4 After an mve:might 'téam, BARBE‘ITE Herthec‘l. at Evans Lanﬂing, Pl
Wei O0(K ) O sdate 7 During | the! stay nq, ’Tﬂipa the ah'Lp g " | o) et
valley ball teﬁm challehgecl' one of the loca:l. #e'amd a.mi eFarged umutmmﬂus H AT
i in front of a s:r.z&a.ble pruw:l ?f alpectatnrs‘* L ) 3' il i-a:r-' |
y e B.FLRBE”TE dﬂ&l‘tﬂﬂ. e _r_r::__ 09 l' "1 -ﬁg _‘t: &, an ﬁﬁ%ﬁ?‘éﬁﬂ« | i“ii g
for the Bountiful W‘ 5’ Groud at . he Eu heaste: ,' end of the Gulf th it g 3 Lt
Carpentaria. ‘I'h@ ah,ip ﬁ'?'ﬂu a ho#ed 7 ca{#;laa frmm Horth Bmmta._ 1| |
et 0738(K) on Saturdds Ailbhﬂr was Walghed*a‘t 1245(1{) and ‘the ‘ship KRS
procecded for lio: e e;n Ialahﬂ ami was énchﬂre;d 6 cables from the lﬂlalld Y

o g

prns [:... i RLJSTRICTE-D | . ..E/at 1729(K)
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at 1729(K ). part;.r proceeded! a,ahure 1n’-1;ﬂe Ehl]} 1% QE}:L‘]: and spolca w:Lth |
Mr Ray “Ie:meri the owner of Ba,m fishing camp, on! Imcﬁmlngtnn I.ﬂ-*.-.lam’a.i el s A JJ
He extended an invitation to the ship's pompany fu{r a."*ba.uan‘ on! el | I
property. The inv:r.t;.tu}h WAS a,cccpted axld those whio| co ould be spared ! | : e i
enjoyed the hﬁSpi'hE-llt}" asx;dré Milst anchmr?qi aJl: Emmmgtmm 1sland ,.
an uncharted reef was dlscqvai'ad by personnel umf‘g the! ship's Boat. 714 FFpay

BARBETTE Hyﬂrc?graphlq nata 1/%2 refers. | Pod as A R R

6 T meighed and yr?ceeded fn:r: Gove a;t “58(11) on' Suﬁda.y 1{] | *I_‘__I-“'u!l:i-,!._._,
The weather ramamed fﬂ- abfﬂre ‘and the {.fulf Taters were calm! for the Bbriag T M

passage. Qug.ship.bertied ot the Coneral Cargo Tharf at 0905(TK) outboan i
HAS ADROIT *Wﬁ dﬁ ff ”ﬁﬁ i -'P?’ﬁg%%ﬁiﬁngmda]{he wﬁl 9‘:”%3 1?lr~* 4?‘}? I
@ il i i

o AR TT bt ASHATE denarked) !'*li i
at 1300(11{) ? e o IT;_}ﬁ.E_'E’idﬁ"._l__.. ¢ . i i m i | 111 *1 Al ‘E? F“!;#ﬁ'i{ff

1 & ik i : lll 4 } 1, PUEAL .3"3:.:;'}l:L'
;B Afte an mvﬁ.m t stay in Gove ﬁ; m T% lba.ﬂ{:‘dfg !a.ra% h'im_ | { T
proceeded TR Darviin at 0(30(T “%‘J: i itk L TN

operational cantrél Qfﬁ N .-.' DO(IK ) Eu:cla. ‘IE:. “At.10 O(Ih syt e L e
message from MOG4 dlractedsﬂa.ﬁli* TE to i eed w:.‘l:,h+ ﬂegsu#.i:ch 'l:t:.I Raragalc.. HTAR VY e
Island (south of the Tessel Island L..na.ln‘g u medlvac arn in,]ured HOAFORCE |
soldier back to Gove, Communications were establighed with NORFORCE and

o pick-up position established on the western mide of the island.

BARBETTE transitted Cugeri Rip at 1055(IX) and was anchored 5 cables from

the pick-up position at 1134(]1{). The ship's beoat was despatched inshore

to transport the injured soldier back to the ship. The patient was

embarked at 1205 (II(? and BARBETTE departed the arca for Gove. The soldier
nas suffering from a back injury after a fall, the extent of his injury

was unknown, however, his condition scemed to improve after a hot shomer

and Havy cooking, Baﬁ@?@_?&fbhﬁ@ at the General Cargo mm)
and 1anded the _patient al 10 (LI ). After fuelllr the ship cast off

- — g

and procecded fnr Darwln.

2. I carried out internal and external rounds of the ship during
the forerroon of Tednesday 13. During thge aftermoon pcvaral 1icenced
Taiwanese fishing vessels were sighted nprth of Cape Hodham.heading

in an easterly direction HMAS BARBETTE E{IJ ‘[30845? JA 82 and 130846
JAN 82 referx, | |

9. The weather d&ﬁeximi*a%ed during the dogs and the wind increased
to force 6 due to the influence of la trmpi{:al low astern of the ship.
, The low overtook the Ehi:p at 193!3(]3{): and the wind and sea state
subsequently drnpped.._ _i A ,:' i .rlu | .
i .-'r' IS Ik i

';t m-:,,;,-.,,5 01.112‘ !&t 0 20 {

10, BAREBETTE 'en -e‘ _on Thursde
and berthed at The Falro ‘-a;- a.n ng, bHtokes 1111 ;c at 1
The ship remmned in Damin until ‘I‘a&sd 499 b.n,d di :r::mg 'bhiﬂ per:_ﬂc'[ |
personnel were given maximum 1@3%3 tn take in' the sa.ght_a of am;-y;ln and |
the surrmundmg area, $pﬁrt ﬁraﬂ pla:.recl aga.inst ﬂw}tral Headqua.rters s'l;aff.

: 11. At 0830 iﬁ ﬁn Tue 19 BA E cast Df:t‘ Egcgﬁdeﬁ fﬂr,,;
Cairns. T change ﬂ% cqla'i o) 701 Of NOLC: I D".; 1535(??“
g on Wadnomday Eﬂq Fuﬂ;} mAs f#ﬂn on in Tht,trsdaﬁr Island | ﬂl%l ’I‘m’n i |

eand the passage cﬂa'ﬂinued via Enc'feaﬁﬁur g’traa.
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

GB
Telephone 3589111 OFFICE OF THE
¥ ’
Extension 37 39 FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING
: HM. AUSTRALIAN FLEET
|
| GARDEN ISLAND NSW 2000
AF 1/16/16

The Chief of Naval Staff
Department of Defence (Navy Office)
CANBERRA ACT 2600

HMAS BARBETTE - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
FEBRUARY 1982

Forwarded.

1./

(P.A. RNIFE)

Commander, RAN
for Fleet Commander

Enclosure: HMAS BARBETTE - Report of Proceedings for
February 1982 dated 2 March 1982
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1/16/53 HMAS BARBETTE
at Cairns

2 March 19€2

Tha Flag Officer Commanding
Hi AUSYRALIAN FLEET

For Informations

- R il . e —

The Naval Officer-in-Charge
CATRNS

The Naval Officer Commanding
QP ELNSLAND

The Commander
AUSTRALTAN MINE TARFARE AND PATROL BOAT FORCES

HMAS BARBETTE - RZFORT OF FPROCEEDINGS
FEBRUARY 1982

Sir,

I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMAS EARBETTE
under my command for the month of February 1982. Times throughout are
zone kilo (~10).

2o At the beginning of the month BARBETTE wes secured outboard
HMAS ADVANCE at No 1 Whaxf Cairns.

3. BARBETTE cast off and proceeded for a patrol of area A at 0900
on Tuesday 2 and was anchored in the lee of Lizard Island at 1900. The
following morning a number of the ship's company took the opportunity to
climb to the peak of the island, Cook's Look. It was from here that
Captain James Cook sighted a passage to clear the reef.

4. At 1305 on Wednesday 3 anchor was weighed and BARBETTE proceeded
for R793 to conduct a surface firing. On completion of the firing the ship
proceeded for Cooktown and berthed at the Railway Wharf at 1745.

De During the afternoon of Thursday 4 170 children from the Cooktown
primary school were given a tour of the ship. 4t 1800 BARBETTE cast off
and proceeded for Cowlishaw Reef and was anchored there at 1840.

6. At 0100 on Friday 5 anchor was weighed and the ship proceeded
for Cairns. BARBETTE secured outboard HVAS WARRNAVNBOOL at No 1 Wharf at
0755 and commenced a two week assisted maintenance period on londay 8.

RESTRI CTED ee2/7. The
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Te The annual range course was conducted at the Commonwealth
Rifle Range at Atherton on Wednesday 10 and all members of the ship's
company were given refresher training on small arms.

8. On completion of 2 most produvctive AMP BARBETTE cast off and
proceeded for the Cairns exercise area at 1000 on Monday 22 and
rendezvoused with HMAS ADVANCE off Fitzroy Island at 1440. During the
next two days, in company exercises were conducted and included O0W
manoeuvres, boarding exercises, .caving line transfers, towing exercises
and a formation anchorage. The in company time was most welcome as a
work-up for the forthcoming Squadron exercise.

9. BARRATTE detached at 1830 on Tuesday 23 and proceeded for
Cooktown. The ship was secured alongside the Railway Wharf at 1022 on
Wednesdar 24 and remained there overnight.

10, BARBETTE departed Cooktown at 1000 the following morning and
proceeded for the Spitfire Reef area north of Low Isles. The ship was
anchored there at 1623 and remained until 0330 on Friday 26 when the anchor
was weighed and a courese ¢ -7 for Cairns. BARBETTE secured alongside
H/AS TOYWNSVILLE at No 1 Tharr at 0843 after first fuelling at No 10 Wharf.
The ship remained in Cairms for the remainder of the month.

Engincering end Electricel
11 Engineering and electrical performance was again pleasing.
A 250 hourly maintenance routine was carried out on the starboard main
engine and the I.¥.0. inspection was completed.

125 URDEFs raiscd during the period were 34/83 (FRC F1 HF transceiver)
snd 35/83 (RACAL HF receiver). These are still outstanding.

Health and lorale

13+ The health and morale of the ship's company remain very high.

A video cassetie recorder and second television set have been installed
to provide additional entertainment for the ship's company at sea.

14. Three new sailors drafted in during the month and have adjusted
to the ships routine with a minimum of fuss.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

‘ r 1 " - i
. . i

% ! ;
2 ) ¢

b . T - . #

(R.P. SCOVELL)

Lientenant RAN

Commanding Officer
ANNEXES: A. Steaming Details

e Flarnmad on TNat+ail g
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ANNEX A to HMAS BARBETTE

letter 1/16/5B dated

2 March 1982

STEAMING DETATLS

Milegs steamed during the month

Miles steamed since commissioning

Hours underway during the month

Hours steamed since commissioning

Occasions fast routeing speed exceeded

RESTRICTED
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302929

62

21902

Nil
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AYEX B to HMAS BARBETTE
letter 1/16/5B dated

2 March 1982

EXERCISE DETAILS

- Yo. of Ex Total
Exerci se for Month Hours

Seamanship and General ZIvolutions

O0W Manoeuvres 3 4

Manord 1 1

Prove watchbill 1 oD

Boardex z 2

nasaps 1 1

Towex 2 2

Steam in company 2 3
Gunnery

SUFX 1 1
Navigation and A.1.0.

Blind Pilotage 1 )
NBCD

Daily Exercises 2€ 12

RSTRICTED

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Dates

22,23
23
22
22423
23

22423

26

Daily
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GKW ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

Telephone 3598717 OFFICE OF THE

Extension 5165 FLAG OFFICER C. . “ANDING
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET
GARDEN ISLAND NSW 2000

AF1/16/16

The Chief of Naval Staff
Department of Defence (Navy Office)
CANBERRA ACT 2600

HMAS BARBETTE - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
MARCH, 1982.

7
)

g,

(V)

55

£

(D

£o)
L

(P.L. KINIFD)
Commander, KAl
for FPleet Commander

)

Enclosures HMAS BARBETTE Report of Proceedings Ior March 1YE
dated 1 April, 1982.

y
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1/16/5B qMAS BARBETTE
at Cairns

| 1 April 1982

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLDET

Tor Information:

The Naval Officer-in-Charge
CAIRNDS

The Naval Officer Commanding
QUEBENSLEND

The Commander
AUSTRALIAN MINE WARPFARE AND PATROL BOAT FORCLS

HMAS BARBETTE - RLPORT OF PROCEZLDINGS
MARCH 1982

T R e e L

SLY,

I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMAS
BARELTTE under my command for the month of March 1982. Times
throughout are zone kilo (-10).

2 At the beginning of the month BARBETTE was secured
ocutboard HMAS TOVWNSVILLE at No 1 wharf Cairns while preparations
were underway for the forthcoming Task Element Exercise, 1/82.

Bis BARBHITE gailed at 1040 on Tuesdey e il COUPANY with
HMA Ships TOWNCVILLE and ARRIAMBOOL to conduct 1n company
manoeuvres in the Cairns exercise area. The purpose of the
exercise was to give a brief demonstration of patrol boat
manoeuvres to the i Chief: of Defence lorce Staff Admiral GSir
inthony Synnot KBE, AU and Lady Synnot, who were embarked 1in
TOWNSVILLE. On completion of the seatime a luncheon was held

at the Cairns Game Fishing Club for Admiral and Lady Synnot.

4., 4t 0800 on Wednesday % BiARBETTE sailed 1in company with
TOWNSVILLE and WARRNAMBOOL to conduct Task Element Exercise 1/82
in the Cairns exercise area. During the next two days a series
of exercises was conducted and included OOW manoeuvres, machinery
breakdowns, towing exercises, boarding exercises, gunnery firings,
a formation anchorage and -AR exercise. The overall standard
achieved was pleasing and the calm gea conditions contributed To
an enjoyable exercise. All ships returned to Cairmns on
completion of the exercise and were secured at No 1 wharf by 1215
on Thursday 4.

RuSTRICTED ..2/5. BARBEITE
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| 2% BARBETTE remained alongside until 1000 on Monday 8

| when she sailed rTor a patrol of AB&C areas. The harbour
departure was made in company with TOWNSVILIE. At 1033 BARBBEITE
detached and proceeded for Kennedy Shoal anc was anchorea there

ot 1653,

6. The following morning, anchor wasg weighed at 0325 and
the ship proceeded for Townsville. BARBETTE seoured alongside
No 9 Wesi Pier Wharf at 0950, 4after an overnight stay, the ship
departed Townsville at 1100 on Vednesday 10 and proceeded for
the Whitsunday Passage ared.

T ifter an uneventful passage, BARBETTE was anchored off
South Molle Island at 2300. I proceeded ashore the followlng
morning and spoke with the resort manager Mr. Alan Anderson but
he had nothing of interest to report. Anchor was weighed at 1005
on Thursday 11 and the ship proceeded for Hamilton Island and
anchored off the site of the new resort at 1100+ I vigited the
manager who was most hospitable and pleased to see the Navy 1in
the area. The resort is bveing built by Mr. Keith Williams of
Gea World fame on the Gold Coast, at a cost of 90 million dollars
and will have a staff of a thousand. 1t 18 expected to open

later this year.

8. BARBETTE weighed and proceeded for lara Inlet via Dent
Pasgage at 1026 on Friday 12., The ship was anchored 1n the inlet
a2t 13%0 and remained overnighw.

J The following moruing, anchor was weighed at 0746 and
BARBHETTE proceeded to Hayman Island and was anchored off the .=
jetty at 0845, The ship remained at Hayman Island for the
woekend and crew members were made most welcome by the resort
management, Various sporting activities including cricket and
sailing were orgenised for the crew, That, combined with
~~cellent weather made for a most enjoyable weekend for all.

15 RARBETTE sailed from Heyman Island at U335 on Monday
15 and proceeded for Mackay. ‘he weather deteriorated on the .
passage south and once out of Whitsunday Passage conditions
hecame most uncomfortable. ‘Lhe ship secured alongside Breast

| Wwharf at 1446 and remained there for the next 5 days because of
sdverse weather and rough seas which precluded making the passage
south.

11, At 0900 on Saturday 20 BARBETTE cast off and proceeded
for the Whitsunday area. The rough seas had not abated to any
degree so shelter was sought 1n Nara Inlet. BARBETTE was
anchored there at 1439 and remained there for two days, during
which time advantage was taken of the calm conditions to catch
up on some ship's husbandry.

T, At 1430, on. Monday 22 BARBLITH weighed and proceeded

for Happy Bay and was anchored of f the resort at 1530. AT tThe
invitation of the resort manager, the ship's company was welcomed
ashore that evening for some rest and recreation. BARBAETTE
sailed the following mcrning at,. 1100,

..3/13%. After
ResiRICTHD
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15 After an uncomfortable passage north the ship was
anchored in the lee of Dunk Island at 0930 on Wednesday 24
and remained there overnight.

| 14 BLRBETTE weighed and procceded for Cairns at 0900 on
Thursday 25 and berthed at No 1 wharf at 0200 on Triday 26 after
anchoring overnight at Fitzroy lsland.

Bngineering and Electrical

154 The only URDLT raised during the period was 36/83

(Main broadcast). Outstanding URDEFs at the end of the period
are 34/8% (P1 HF radio) and 35/83 (HF Racal receiver). These
are a cause for concern considering the limited communications

fit in Attack eclass IPBs.

Health and Morale

16. The health and morale of the ship's company remain
high., Currently there are 6 junior sailors who have volunteered

to remsin in Cairns based patrol bhoats.
17 There were two new additions to the ship's company
during the month resulting from postings.
I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient Lervant,

- RSO P SO
(R.P., SCOVELL)
Lieutenant RAN
Commanding Officer

: A Steaming Details

=
Lo

ANNBAL

B Ixercise Details

RuSTRICTED

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO/72804



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

LSTRICTID

ANNEX A to FMAS BARBEITE
letter 1/16/5B dated

1 April 1982

STEAMING DEQAILS

Miles steamed during the month

Miles steamed since commissioning

Hours steamed during the month

Hours steamed since commisgsioning

Occasions fast routeing speed exceeded

RuSTRICTED
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304035

94

21996
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ANNEX B to HMLS B:RBETTE
letter 1/16/5B dated
1 Apridl 18982

EXFROISE DETAILS

i - i R TS S—— N e

‘ No of 1iX. Total

pxercise for Month Hours Dates
Seamanship & General
00W Manoeuvres 3 2 5, 4
Manord 1 1 4
Boardex ] 1 >
Rasaps 1 %
Towex 1 1 5
Breakdown drills 1 2
Screenplay 1 3
o =
Sarex P, 4
I
Formage 1 Qb 3
Gunnery
ALTX /5ACRF/LAROFX 1 3
AAROFX (Illuminated) 1 * P
SUFX 1 ) 4
Navigation & iAl0
L -
Blind Pilotage 1 oD 4
N1:CD 2
Major Fire in Engineroom 1 1 S |
| Daily Exercilses 29 10 Daily
RiSTRICT D
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GKW ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY
Telephone 3599111 : OFFICE OF THE
Extension 3105 FLAG OFFICER CC" "' aAND .G
HM. AUSTRAL!AN FLEET
GARDEN ISLAND NSW 2C20
AF 1/16/16

40 MAY 1982

The Chief of Naval Staff |
Department of Defence (Navy Office) | :
CANBERRA ACT 2600

HMAS BARBETTE - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
APRIL, 1982

Forwarded.

(P.A. XNIFE)
Commander, RAN ‘
for Fleet Commander

Enclosures: HMAS BARBETTE Report of Proceedings for April 1882,
B & i dated 3 May, 1982.
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1/16/5B IMAS BARTETTE
at Caims

3 May 1982

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALTI AN FLEET

For Information:

The Naval Officer-in-Charge
CLIRNS

The Naval Officer Commanding
QUEIISLAND

The Commander

AUSTRALIAN MINE TARFARE AND IATROL BOAT FCRCES

{IMAS BARBETTE - REFORT OF PROCEEDINGS
APRIL 1982

o I

I have the honour to report the proceedings of HVAS BARBLTTE
under my command for the month of April 1982.

2o At the beginning of the period BARBETTE was alongside No 1 wharf
Cairns undergoing an assisted maintenance period. During the AMP a compass
swing was conducted in the Cairns swinging basin on Monday 5. Organised
sport in the form of indoor cricket and touch football was played against
MMAS TOMNSVILLE with BARBLTTE victorious on both occasions. Even though
hampered by rain the ship's company worked hard to complete the work
programme .

3. After a much welcomed BEaster break BARBETTE cast off and proceeded
for a patrol in S,T,4 & B areas at 1000(K) on Tuesday 13, The harbour
departure was made in compeny with HMA Ships TOTHSVILLE and "TARRNANMBOOL.

The ship was anchored off Lizard Island at 1940(K) and remained overnight.

4e At 0752(K) the following morning B:RBETTE weighed and proceeded
for the Flinders Island Group, During the afternoon man overboard

exercises were conducted on completion of which the ship was anchored
3 cables off Flinders Island.

5o Anchor was weighed at 0800(K) on Thursday 15 and BARBETTE proceeded
for Thursday Island. After an uneventful passage north the ship was secured
alongside the Engineers Tharf, Thursday Island at 1226(%) after first
fuelling at the Caltex "harf. A game of touch rugby was played that
aftermmoon against some of the local police.,

RESTRICTED ee2/6+ 4t 0900(K)
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6. it 0500(K) on Saturday 17 BARBETTE cast off and proceeded for
Gove via Booby Island where the ship was anchored for an hour while I
visited the lighthouse keeper. After a relatively comfortable passage
across the Culf B.RBETTE berthed at the General Cargo Tharf, Gove at
1206(IK) cn. Buniay.AE. Some of the ship's company made the effort to
go around the local golf course which was more akin 1o a quagmnire after
recent rains while others rlayed squash.

Te BARBETTE departed Gove on Monday 19 at 0145 (IXK) and proceeded

for the couth western Gulf area. An overnight stop was mede at AMyangula
on Tuesday 20 after which the patrol continued to the Sir Edward Pellew
Group of Islands. The ship was anchored in Paradice Bay at 1545(IK) on
Tednesday 21. The only inhabitant is an 'official' squatter who has

lived in the Gulf region for the past 20 years. He entertained some members
of the ship'e company that evening at a 'banyan' with some stories and
experiences of his time in the region.

Es 4t 0830 (IX) on Thursday 22 BARBETTE weighed and proceeded for
Teipa for the AN %.C weekend. The paSsage was made into a strong easterly
wind which reached force 5 at times. The ship berthed at Evan's Landing
at 1138(X) on Fridsy 23. That evening, an official cocktail party was
hosted on vosrd Ly the officers and senicr sailors for the leading citizens
of Teipa and members of the RSL committee.

9e 411l meibers of the ship's company with the exception of duty watch
sitended the Dawn S»rvice on Sunday 25 and then led the ANZAC day march

st 1000(X). During the weekend, volley ball, basketball, bowls and golf
were played agaiust local Teipa teams. BARBETTE was victorious in
everything but the golf.

10. The hospitality and friendship extended to the ship's company by
the people of Teipe. were overwhelming. After a most enjoyable weekend,
the ship cast off at 0800(K) on Monday 26 and proceeded for Cooktown via
“ndeavour Stroit. DARBEITE was secured alongside the Railway "Tharf at
1015(X) on Tednesday 28.

11. ifter fuelling and an overnight stay in Cooktowm, BARBETTE cast
of f and procceded for Cairns at 1550(K) on Thursday 29. The ship was
verthed at No 1 wharf cutboard HIfAS TARRNAMBOOL at 1200(K). 22/

Engineering and INlectrical

12 URDEFs raised during the period were 37/83 (galley fridge), 36/83
(Marconi auto alarm) and 39/83 (Tatchkeeping panel starboard engine.
Outstanding UADEFs at the end of the period are 34/83 (F1 HF Transceiver);
35/83 (Racal HF receiver) and 39/83.(Starboard engine and auto wtachkeeper) .

. .3/Health
AESTRICTED
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Health and Morale

REOSTRI CT&D

3

13

ANEXES:

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

The health and morale of the ship's company are VeIy good.

J.“i.-

Be

Steaming Details

Byxercise Details

RuSTRI CTED

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

;\L \ - ) - : . N l\‘\
(R.F. SCOVELL)
Lieutenant RAN
Commanding Officer

RCDIGTO/72804
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ANNEX A to HMAS BARBETTE

letter 1/16/5B dated

3 May 1982

STEAVING DETAILS

liles steamed during the month

Miles steamed since commissioning

Hours steamed during the month

lHours steamed since coumissioning

Occasione fast routeing speed exceeded

RESTRICTED

24229

306,264

161

22,157

Nil
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| ANNEX B to HMAS BuRBETTE
| letter 1/16/5B dated
3 May 1982

EXERCISE DETATLS

No of bx. Total
bxercise for Month Hours Dates
Seamanship and General
Mmﬂrd 1 1 .5 14
Steering gear breakdown 1 110 14
Navigation & AIO
X0 Con ship 3 2e¢5 16,16,20
Anchorage (Coxswain) 2 1.0 14, 30
Blind Filotage 1 5 30

NB

Daily fire/floodex and D.C. drills

RESTRI CTED
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2 GKW ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY
Telephorne 359 9111 OFFICE OF THE
Extersion 5165 FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING

HM. AUSTRALIAN FLEET
GARDEN ISLAND NSW 2000

AF 1/16/16
E G JUK {982

The Chief of Naval Staff
Department of Defence (Navy Office)
CANBERRA ACT 2600

HMAS BARBETTE = REPORTS OF PROCEEDINGS

MAY, 1982

Forwarded.

et

(.M. SULMAN)
Commander, RAN
for Fleet Commander

Enclosures: HMAS BARBETTE Reports of Proceedings for 1-14 Mey
s and 14-31 May 1982, dated 14 May and 2 June 1982

respectively,

UNCLASSIFIED COVERING
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| 1/16/5B HMAS BAREETTE
| at Calms

14 May 1982

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALTAN FLEET

For Information:

The Naval 0fficer-in-Charge
CATRNS

The Naval Officer Commanding
QUEENSLAND

The Commander
AUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARE AND PATROL BOAT FORCES

01 - L 2

oir,

I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMAS BARBETTE
under my command for the period 01-14 May 1982. Times throughout are
zone kilo (=10).

2e it the beginning of the period BARBETTE was secured alongside
No 1 wharf Cairns. At 1130 on Tuesday 4 the ship cast off and proceeded
for a patrol in Area B, and anchored in the lee of Daydream Island at
0915 on Wednesday 5.

3. I proceeded ashore and spoke with the resort managger but he had
nothing of significance to report. That afternoon the ships volleyball
team played ageinst the resort staff.

4o BARBETTE departed Daydream Island at 0930 on Thursday 6 after
a pleasant stay and proceeded into the Whitsunday Passage for some

visual navigation training for the senior sailors, on completion of which
the ship proceeded for Cairns. Identities were exchanged with HMAS

BUCCANEER at 1113, /],M

5 BARBETTE berthed at No 1 wharf, Cairns at 0900 and commenced
a two week assisted maintenance period.

6. The ships cricket team journeyed to Kuranda on Sunday 9 to play
the local team in a limited over game and snatched victory by three runs.

.o 2/71 On
RESTRI CTED
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i Te On Friday 14 I handed over command to Lieutenant A.R. Spelta RiN.
I have the honour to be,
o1 r,

Your obedient Servant,
!& £ qh:......._-.....-.-i- ) - 1 - ‘;1
(R.F. SCOVELL)
Lieutenant RAN
Commanding Officer

AINEXES: A Steaming Details

Be ILixercise Detalls
RESTRI CTED
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Miles

Miles

Hours

Hours

RESTRI CTED

ANNEX 4 to HMaS BARBETTE
letter 1/16/5B dated

14 May 1982

STEAMING DETAILS

steamed during the period

steamed since commissioning

steamed during the period

gsteamed since commigsioning

Occasions fast routeing speed exceeded

RESTRI CTED

616

306880

45

22202

Nil
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ANNEX B to HMAS BARBETTE
letter 1/16/5B dated

14 May 1982
EXERCISE DETAILS
_ No of bEx

Exercise foxr Month Total Hours Dates
Seamanship and General

Manoxrd 1 1 6
Navigation and 40

Radar failure 1 2

inchorage (Coxswain) 1 % 5

X0 con ship 1 D 4
NBCD

Daily fire/floodex and

equipment lectures

RESTRICTED
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(070) 503311 |
1/16/5B HMAS BARBETTE
at BHea

Z June 1982

__The Flag Officer Commanding
M _AUSTRALIAN FLEET

For Information:

The Naval O0fficer-in-Charge
CATRNS

The Naval Officer Commanding
QUEENSLAND

The Commander
AUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARE AND PATROL BOAT FORCES

HMAS BARBETTE - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

14-31 MAY 1982
oir,
T T have the honour to report the proceedings of JMAS BARBETTE

under my command for the period 14~31 May 19C2. Times throughout are
zone Xilo (=10).

2 On Friday 14 I assumed command of HMAS B.RIETTE from Lieutenant

R.T. SCOVELL RAV. At that time the ship was secured alongside o 1 wharf
Cairns undergoing an assisted maintenance period (MJE).

3 To allow the Caimms Harbour Board to conduct a sounding survey
along No 1 berth on Thursday 20, HMAS BARBETTE proceeded at 0834 to the
new wharf at IMAS CAIRNS for ship handling exercises. The exercises
concluded when FMAS BARBETTE berthed on the inner berth of the wharf,.

The ship was the first patrol boat to have ever secured on this inner
berth. At 1120 BARBETTE returned to her former berth at No 1 wharf Calimms.

The AMF was completed the following day, Friday 21.

4. The ship proceeded to sea at 1000 Monday 24 and made passage southe
Internal exercises were conducted throughout the day until the ship came to
anchor at Cape Richards late that afternoon. The anchor was weighed at 0800
the following morning and the return passage to Cairms commenced. During
the second day, a work up to full power, more internal exercises and a
gunnery shoot were achieved. At 1700 the ship berthed at the HMAS CAIRNS
wharf to allow the Commanding Officer to attend a briefing onboard HMAS
TARRNAMBOOL for the next morning's encounter exercise with MAS YARRA.

RE&WED ..2/5. At 2000
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Be At 2000 that night, HMA Ships WARRNAMBOOL and B.LRBETTE proceeded
to sea in company to an anchorage at Fitzroy Island. At 0100 and 0115
respectively, WARRNAMBOOL and BARBETTE departed the anchorage and made a
covert passage through the Grafton Passage to the outer reef, 1t was not
until 0710 that IM.iS YARRL was detected and the enoounter exercise in
earmest soon followed. On completion of the exercise and RAS approaches!
with YARRA, WARRNAMBOOL and BARBETTE returned to Caims to berth at No 1
wharf at 1010 Wednesday 26.

6. The following day, HMA Ships YARRA, WARRNAMBOOL and BARBETTE
departed Cairns at 0830 with the Fleet Commander, Rear Admiral M.. HUDSON
Rall, embarked in YARRA., HMAS TOWNSVILLE joined later in the vicinity of
No 1 beacons. During the day all ships were involved in numerous exerclses
and a gunnery shoot until 1325 when HMAS BARBETTE berthed alongside HMAS YARRA
and transferred personnel. Soon after HMaS WARARNAMBOOL secured alongside
HMAS Y4aRRA and also conducted a transfer of personnel which included the
Fleet Commander. With the transfers completed, HMAS YARRA detached and
proceeded south whilst the Calims based patrol boat squadron WARRNAMBOO L,
TOWNSVILLE and BARBEITE returmed to Caims where berths at the HMaS CALBNS
wharf were secured at approximately 1630 that aftermoon.

Te The official opening of the new base of HMAS CAIRNS was conducted
on Friday 28 by the Minister for Defence, the Honourable I.M., SINCLAIR MF.
HMAS BARBETTE's personnel attended the Divisions and the opening ceremony
that afternoon. At 1545 the Minister for Defence came aboard HMAS BARBETTE
for a short, unplanned, informal and personal inspection of an Attack Class
patrol boat.,

Os "*_.“.' The following morning the Minister for Defence and the Chief of
Naval Staff, Vice Admiral D.W. LEACH RAN, A0, CBE, MVO embarked in HMAS
WARRNAMBOOL; the Chief of Defence IForce Staff, Air Chief Marshall Sir N.
McNAMARA RAAT and the Naval Officer-in-Charge CAIRNS Commender A.H.R. BRECHT
RAN embarked in HMALS TOTNSVILLE: whilst the Fleet Operations Officerx,
Commander P.i. KNIFE RAN embarked in HMAS BARBETTE for the VIP Sea day.

At 0810 the three ships proceeded to sea for in-company exercises and ship
familiarisation for the embarked personnel. At 1110 the three ships
berthed at HMAS CAIRNS where the dignitaries disembarked. The three vessels

then proceeded to No 1 wharf where IMiS BARBETTE secured outboard of HMAS
WETAK at 1143.

Se After refuelling at No 10 wharf on Monday 31, HMAS BARBETTE
departed Cairns at 1000 and commenced a northerly passage for a patrol of
Area A, The ship anchored at Cape Flattery at 1922 that evening and
remained there until the end of the period.

10. A1l machinery has performed well throughout the period.

,+3/11. The health
RESTRICTED

RESTRICTED
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: s The health, welfare and conduct of the ship's cnmpaz}y ig good.
One sailor was admitted to hospital following an ailment and is currently

on sick leave, Praise given to the ship by Senior Officers during their
recent visit to Cairns has helped morale to remain high.

I have the honour to be,

o1rT,

Your obedient Servant, -

AR, SPELTA)
Lieutenant RAN

Commanding Officer

ANEXHES 3 Ao Steaming Detalls

B, Exercise Details

RESTRICTED

RESTRICTED
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| ANNEX A to IMAS BARBETTE
letter 1/16/5B dated

June 1982
STEAMING DETAILS
¥ Miles steamed during the period 607
D Miles steamed since commissioning 307,487
3e Hours steamed during the period 50
4 Hours steamed since coimissioning 22,252
Be Occasiong economical routeing speed exceeded 26th, 27th

Tednesday 26 - in company exercises - 1.5 hrs - average speed 18.3 kts
Thursday 27 - in company exercises - 2 hrs - average speed 18.5 kts.

RESTRICTED

RESTRICTED
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ANNEX B to IMAS B4ARBETTE
letter 1/16/5B dated
June 1982

EXERCISE DETAILS

o of Ex. Total

Exercise for Month  Hours Dates
Seamanship & General
X0 berth ship 3 0.5 20,25,29
Frove watchbill 1 g.% gg,
Emergency Stations 1 .
MOBEX 9 0.7 25(5), 27(2),
29(2).
Ri gged para anchor 1 g% ga,
Steering gear failure 1 .
RASAFS 4 0.7 26,27(3),29(2)
00w Manoeuvres 2 5 27,29
Bloc Tube failure 1 0.2 31
Gunnexry
SUTX 1 0.2 25
SUFX 2 1.0 25,26
AACRFX 1 0.3 26
2" RET 2 0e2 26
N&ﬂ' @El oI Blld, ALO
Formation departure or entry 6 2,0 25,26,27(2),
29(2)
Encounter exercise 1 6.0 26
Blind pilotage 1 0«3 31
NBCD
Major DCX 1 0.7 2 :
Duty watch fire/flood or equipment lectures Daily harbour
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

SMV
Teiephone 3589 3111 R ESTR ICT E D CFFICE OF THE
Extersion  313Q FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET
GARDEN ISLAND NSW 2000
AF 41/16/46

2§ JUL 1982

L

The Chief of Naval Staff

Department of Defence (Navy Office)
CANBERRA ACT 2600 |

HMAS BARBETTE - R

EPORT OF PROCEE!

DINGS - JUNE 1982

Forwarded.

P A IFE)
Commander RAN

for Fleet Commander

Enclosure: HMAS BARBETTE Report of Proceedings for June,
1882

UNCLASSIFIED COVERING
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(070) 503311

1/16/5B . HMAS BLRBETTE
at Calrns

7 July 1982

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLoLET

For Information:

The Naval O0fficer-in-Charge
CAIRNS

The Naval Officer Commanding
QUEENSLAND

The Commander
AUSTRALTAN MINEW.RFARE AND PATROL BOAT FORCES

HMAS BAREETTE - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
JUNE 1982

Sir,

1. I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMAS BARBETTE
under my command for the month of June 1982. All times are in zone Kilo (=10).

2e At the beginning of the period BARBETTL was anchored in the vicinitv
of Cape Flattery (north of Cooktown) having only commenced a patrol of irea . .
Alfa the previous day. The anchor was weighed at 0800 Tuesday 1 and passage
north continued until 1455 when the ship anchored west of Stanley Island in
the Flinders Island Group. The ship proceeded at 0830 the following morning
and also made anchorages at Fortland Roads, Bird Island and Blackwood Bay

of Mt Adoiphus Island. 4arrival at Thursdey Island was at 1007 Friday 4

when the ship berthed at the Caltex jetty for fuel. On completion of fuelling
a shift to the Main Wharf was made.

3. Departure from Thursday Island was made at 0952 Sunday 6 with
instructions to render assistance to the grounded trawler "Miss Macleay"

at Dove Island Light in the Great North East Channel. The "Miss Macleay"

had been aground for two days after previous attempts by two other trawlers

to tow her clear had failed. BARBETTE arrived at the scene ab 1609 and
anchored nearby. Assistance was given tn the form of loaning the ship's
towing hawser and then helped set up the towing gear for the other two trawlers
standing by. The proximity of the reef ruled out any thought of BARBETTE
being directly involved in towing., Near high water that night the "Miss
Macleay" was towed free at 2254. |

co2/4. Tith
RESTRICTED
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4. With the towing gear recovered, BARBETTE proceeded at 0035 Monday
7 to continue patrol northwards towards Bramble Cay at the North East
extremity of the Great North East Channel. Due to rough weather at 0516
that morning the ship discontinued passage to the Cay and instead proceeded
directly to next programmed destination of Darnley Island where the ship
anchored nearby at 0730. Calls were made on the Island's chairman, Mr
George Mui, and the local coastwatcher. A quickly arranged ship visit by

50 school children and 4 adults in a fleet of small boats was also conducted.
The ship departed Darnley Island at 1344 that same day and passage south to
Cooktown comenced.,

5 in uneventful passage was made with sometimes blustery South Bast
trade winds prevailing. Anchorages were made at Somerset Bay (Albany Passage),
Portland Roads, Stanley Island (Flinders Island Group) and Lizard Island,
however the latter was uncomfortable with a heavy ground swell running.

This anchorage was abandoned for the more protected anchorage of Cape Fla;t'bery.
The ship arrived at Cooktown at 1030 Friday 11 to participate in the towns

Discovery Festival activities.

6. Major events involving the ship were, the march in the Grand Parade
on Saturday 12; ship open to visitors and the Soap Box derby on Sunday 13; >
and a cricket match against the Cooktown Cricket Club on Monday 14. The ships
entry in the Soap Box derby was a winner, whilst a loss in the cricket resulted.
The visit was thoroughly enjoyed by all.

Te Departure from Cooktown was not made until 1725 Tuesday 15 when
high water ensured maximum clearance of the sand bar at the harbour entrance.
An uneventful passage was made south to Caims where the ship arrived at
No 10 wharf at 0830 the following morning. On completion of fuelling the

ship proceeded to a berth outboard of LS TOMSVILLE at No 1 wharf.

8. LAfter an overnight stay BARBETTE departed Caims at 1620 Thursday
17 and made passage south to the Shoalwater Bay training area (S*’?BTA) to
participate in Exercise Sea Strike. At 2040 Friday 16 a distress call (SOS
by light) was detected. Investigation by BARBETTE revealed the source of

the distress call was the yacht "DUTCHY II" which was at anchor 4 miles east
of the Beverly Group in the Northumberland Isles. She was becalmed and out
of fuel. The skipper had also stated that he had earlier ignited flares and
sent a Pan message by radio. Although the vessel was not in distress,
BARBETTE gave the skipper 20 litres of distillate fuel and sent a precautionary
advisory signal to the Coastal Surveillance Centre, Canberra. FPassage was
then resumed.

9. BARBAETTE arrived at her allocated anchorage in S7BTA at 0146
Saturday 19, HMA Ships BRUNEI and BETANO were already at anchor whilst
HMAS TOBRUK arrived soon after sunrise. HMAS TARRWAMBOOL did not arrive
until 1500 the next day Sunday 20.

10, The aim of exercise Sea Strike was to evaluate HMAS TOBRUK in
conducting amphibious tactical lodgement and withdrawl of the embarked ‘
forces. Participation by the patrol boats TARRNAMBOOL and BuRBETTE, simulating
destroyer escorts, was limited to proving the functioning of the Supporting
Arms Co-ordination Centre in HMLS TOBRUK to co-ordinate Naval Gunfire Support.

..3/11. During
RESTRICTED
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11. During the exercise, BARBEETTE berthed on TOBRUK's port quarter

at 1605 Sunday 20 to replenish fuel and water. "ARRNAMBOCL her!:hgd on
TOBRUK's starboard quarter and both ships remained at those positions
overnight. 4n official call on the Commanding Officer of HMAS TOBRUK , |
Commander R.4.K. TALLS RAN, was made by both patrol boat cormanding officers
that night. TARRNAMBOOL and BARBETTE cast off from TOBRUK at 0635 the
following morning and proceeded to their pre-assigned anchorages.

12. Tith BARBETTE's participation in Exercise Sea Strike compl eted,
the ship procceded at 1412 Tuesday 22 at most economical speed on two
engines to land a sailor for compassionate reasons in Townsville. The ship
berthed at No 9 wharf Townsville at 0925 Tednesday 23rd and departed at

1143 that same morning. BLRBETTE made a rendezvous with TARRNAMBOOL at 1252
that afternoon and the two ships then proceeded nortlwards in company to
Cairns. In company exercises were conducted and a formation anchorage north
of Dunk Island was made that night.

13. Both ships weighed and proceeded at 0650 the following morning
Thursday 24. Further in company exercises were conducted and a steady.staam
with both vessels on one engine was achieved in very calm conditions with

the Fremantle Class patrol boat at maximum continuous rating_whilst th? Attack
Class patrol boat was at its minimum continuous rating. Arrival at Caims

was made at 1342 that afternoon when BLRBETTE berthed Du§boalﬂ of TARRNAMBOOL
at No 4 berth, HMAS CiIRNS. On completion of fuelling, BARBETI‘E berthed at
No 1 wharf astern of HMaS FLINDERS and remained there until thg end of the
month. BARBETTE commenced a two week Assisted Maintenance Feriod on

Saturday 26.

14. The hezlth, welfare and conduct of the ship's company 1is good

whilst morale remains high. One sailor has rejoined after being on 'sick‘'leave
whilst one sailor was lost to compassionate leave.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

([

(A.Re SPELTA)
Lieutenant RAN
Commanding Officer

ANNEXES: #£. Steaming Details

Be Bxercise Details

RESTRICTED

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO/72804



RESTRICTED

ANNEX A to HMAS BaRBETTE
letter 1/16/5B dated
7  July 1982

STEAMING DETATILS

1e Miles steamed during the period 2+133
2 Miles steamed since commissioning 309,620
3 Hours steamed during the period 160
4e Hours steamed since commigsioning 22,412
5e Occasions €oenomical routeing speed exceeded

(AFGM 006/82 refers)

2o Tuesday'22fﬁednesday 23 - passage to Townsville to land
compassionate case = 17.0 hours - average speed 16.5 knots.

be Tednesday 23 = in company exercises and passage - 5.1 hours =~
average speed 15.0 knots.

ce Thursday 24 - in company exercises and passage - }.2 hours =~
average speed 15.0 knots.

RESTRICTED
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ANNEX B to HMAS BARBETTE
letter 1/16/5B dated

July 1982
EXERCISE DETAILS
No of Ex. Total

sxercise for Month Hours Dates
Seamanship and General

X0 berth/unberth ship 6 0.6 16(2),21,23(2),

24.

MOBEX 5 045 23(5).

RASAFS 3 05 24(3).

007 Manoeuvres 2 2¢3 23, 24.
Gunnerxry

Boarding Farty 1 0.6 23,
Navigation and AIO

Simulated HGS exercise 1 162 19.

Formation anchorage 1 0.2 23.

Formation entry 1 0.7 24.

Blind pilotage 6 1.4 1T304 15:19: 23
NBCD

Duty watch fire/flood or equipment lectures Daily harbour.

RESTRICTED
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SMV ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

Te/ephone 353 9111 OFFICE OF THE

Extorsion 11D FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING
HM. AUSTRALIAN FLEET
GARDEN ISLAND NSW 2000

A 1/16/16

S r gy 1{:"}
e &

The Chief of Naval Staff
Department of Defence (Navy Office)

CANBERRA ACT 2600

HMAS BARBETTE - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS -
JULY 1982

.

(R. RICHARDS)
Commander RAN
for Fleet Commander

Forwarded.

-

Enclosure: HMAS BARBETTE Report of Proceedings for
July 1982
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(070) 503311
1/16/5B TMAS BARBETTE
at Caims

K jugst 1982

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIALN FLEET

for Information:

The Haval 0fficer-in-Charge
CALRIS

The Naval Officer Commanding
QUEENSLAND

The Commander
LUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARE AND PATROL BOaT FORCES

IIMAS BARBETTE - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

JULY 19€2
Sir,
1. I have the honour to report the proceedings of AMAS BARBETTE

under my command for the month of July 1922, All times are in zone
Kilo (=10).

2e At the beginning of the period, BARBETTE was berthed at No 1
wharf Cairns undergoing an Assisted Maintenance Period (AMF) which
completed Friday 9. During the AMP, BARBETTE's side numbers were
changed from her traditional "97" to u83" in preparation for her role as
HMAS AMBUSH in the ABC TV series in early August 1982.

3. BARBETTE departed Cairns at 0906 Friday 2 to convey & Royal
Aiustralian Naval College expedition party of eight personnel and their
equipment to Russell Island some 37 nautical miles south. At the same
time familiarisation passage was also given to SELT C. SLATTER, "RANS
Of ficer of HMAS CaIRNS, and three sons of fathers in the ship's companye.
BARBETTE returned to her former bexrth at o 1 wharf, Caims at 1525 that

same day.

4. A shift of berth at 0900 Monday 12 took BARUETTE to outboard of
HMAS AWARE at No 1 berth HMAS CaIRNS. After refuelling, HMAS BARBETTE
cast off at 1000 and proceeded to sea for a two week health patrol of the
North Cape York Peninsula arez with a Commonweal th Quarantine Officer, Mr
R. TURNER embarked. That same day BuARBETTE was directed to investigate
unidentified yachts at Hope Island which were sighted by the previous days
surveillance aircraft. After identifying two yachts in the area as being
from the towns of Bloomfield and lareeba, passage north was resumed.

2 ..2/5 « The health
RZSTRICTED
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5a The health patrol took BuRBETTE to Portland Roads, Olive River,
Cape Grenville, Sir Charles Hardy Islands, Bird Island, Captain Billy
Landing, Usher Point, Turtle Head Island, Mt. Adolphus Island, Somerset
Bay, Pert .Albany and Cape York arcas. The aims of the health patrol were
to identify yachts and vessels, inspéct beaches for possible illegal
landings, and collcction of information from the wery few residents in
the area. The visit to the Cape York area proved to be most rewarding.
The visitors log held by the caretakers of the primitive caravan park
revealed a wealth of information on visiting yachts and small craft.

6o A one day visit to Thursday Island was made midway through the
health patrol. BARBETTE arrived there at 1000 Saturday 17 and departed
at 1000 the following morning.

7% Continuing the patrol, BARBETTE proceeded south down the west
coast of Cape York Peninsula. The second half of the health patrol required
BARBETTE to investigate Doughboy, Macdonald, Shardon and Pennefather Rivers
and Port Musgrave. Duc to the lack of soundings on chart AUS 701 along the
coast in those areas to be inspected, rendezvous was made with HMaS FLIFDERS
at 1647 Sunday 18 to inspect the soundings achieved by her during her recent
survey. The opportunity for deck sport was also had between the two ships
companies whilst B.RBETTE was sccured alongside the FLINDERS at anchor.

At 2156 that nisht, BARBETTE slipped and anchored nearby whilst FLIITDERS
weighed and proceecded to continue her survey work.

Ea During the next three days, inspections of the nominated areas
were achieved. Favourable weather each day also allowed BuRBETTE to
proceed from anchorage to anchorage along the coast which would offer no
protection from any foul weather, The abundance of fish life in the region
gave the enthusiastic ones of the ship's company much entertainment.

9. The health patrol completed when BaRBETTE arrived at ’Te:Lpa at
1030 Thursday 22 and the hecalth officer disembarked., 4in cenjoyable three
day visit ended with the ship departing Teipa at 1000 Sunday 25. Passage
north was made to once again rendezvous with HMAS FLINDERS, this time to
deliver her maile, This was achieved by heaving line transfer at 2115
that night whilst FLINDERS remeined a2t anchor in Normanby Sound west of
Thursday Island, Soon after BARBETTE anchored northwest of Hammond Island
and remained there overnight.

10. The following morning BiLRBETTE weighed and proceeded to an
anchorage in Alpin Passage near to the village on Hammond Island which is
the home town for a member of BARBETTE's ship's company. His family and
the chairman of the island offered hospitality to BaRUDETTE's ship's company
that afternoon and evening which was enjoyed by all. ilso that afternoon
BARBETTE's anchorage in Alpin Passage proved to be unsuitable. Strong
winds and currents, and a poor holding ground for the anchor forced her

to return to her former anchorace of the previous cvening on the northwest
side of the island.

11, BARBETTE commenced her return passage to Caims at 0800 Tuesday
27. Strong head winds made an uncomfortable voyage in some of the
unprotected parts of the inner Great Barrier Reef route. The ship mas
directed to investigate two unidentified catamarans at Fortland Roads which
were sighted by a littoral surveillance aircraft during the day. B..RBETTE

RESTRICTED ~++3/ arrived
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arrived at 2050 that ewvening and although the catamarans had already
departed, the necessary information was obtained from the resident coast-
watcher. The ship remained here ovcrmight.

12, Anchor was weighed at 0700 the following morning and passage
south resumed. During the passagc a gyro failure occurred which then
required the ship to revert to magnetic steering and a relative radar
display for 17 hours. Tithout further incident BiRBETTE arrived at Cairns
at 0915 Thursday 29 where she secured to HMaS CLIRIS No 3 berth. The

ship remained here until the end of the period preparing for filming for
the forthcoming 4«BC TV series 'Patrol Doat'.

134 The health, welfare and conduct of the ship's company is good

whilst morale remains high. On Friday 30 the ship's company were lectured
on the aspects of 'security' and 'alcohol abuse'.

I have the honour to be,
oir,

Your obedient Servant,

!

(A Vi Z
. T HE

(4.8, SPﬁTA)
Lieutenant RAN
Commanding Officer

ANNEXES: A. Steaming Details

B BExercise Details

RIESTRICTED
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ATWEX A to HMAS BARBETTE
letter 1/16/5B dated

< uugust 1982

STEAMTIIG DETAILS

Miles steamed during the period

Miles steamed since commissioning

‘Hours undcrway during the period

Hours underway since commissioning

Occasions economical routeing speed excecded

RESTRICTED

1,563

311,183

119

22,531

Nil
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SXERCISE DETAILS

Exercise

Seamanship and Gencral
X0 berth/unberth ship
MOBEX

Action Stations

Emergency Stations

Leaving Ship Stations

Navigation and AIO
Blind Piloctage

Steer by magnetic compass

Steering gear failure

NBCD

ANITEX B to HMAS BaRBETTE

letter 1/16/5B dated
"I_:: .;ﬂl[%llﬁt 1982

o of Ex Total

for Month Hours
1 0.2
5 0.6
1 0.1
1 0.1
1 0.1
3 0.9

17

1 0.1

Duty watch fire/flood or equipment lectures

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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Dates

12

13(4),17
12

12
12

12,25,27
28,29

14

Daily harbour
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SMV ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY
Te/ephore 358 8111 R ESTR] CTE OFFICE OF THE
Extenmon 5171 5 FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING

HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET
GARDEN ISLAND NSW 2000

AF1/16/16

The Chief of Naval Staff

Department of Defence (Navy Office)
CANBERRA ACT 2600

HMAS BARBETTE - REPORT OF PROCEE]

DINGS - AUGUST 1982

FD rﬁiﬁrarde rjl. L]

s

(R. RICHARDS)
Commander RAN

for Fleet Commander

Enclosure: HMAS BARBETTE Report of Proceedings for
August 1982

UNCLASSIFIED COVERING
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(070) 503311

1/16/5B8
HMAS BARDETTE
at Carrns

1 September 1962

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALTAT FLEET

For Information:

The Naval 0. ficer-in-Charge
CAIRNS

The Naval Cfficer Commanding
QUiENSLAND

The Commander
AUSTRALIAN MINmTieaPFARE AND PATRCL BOAT FOECHS

M8 BARBETTE - RSPORT OF PROCEADINGS
AUGUST 19€2

S1r,

1. I have the hcnour to report the proceecdings of HMAS BARBLETTE
under my cormiand for the month of August 19€2. All times are in zone
Kilo (-10),

2 At the begmnlng of the puriod, BARBETTE was secured to lio 3

berth HMAS CAIRITS in preparation for the filming of the ABC TV series
"Patrol Boats which was programmed for Monday 2 until Friday 6.

| Unfortunately an industrial dispute within the ranks of the ABC caused
the filming to be postponed. Cpportunity for some destoring and
preparation for refit was therefore made during the time spent alongside

waiting for the dispute to be resoclved. Advice was lovter received that
filming would occur on Monday Y.

3 Turther cdvice was received on Saturday 7 that the ABC TV series
was cancelled due to the industrial dispute being unrcsolved. BiRBETTE
therefore cleported Cairns at 1000 Monday 9 for a patrol of area Bravo.

A formation departure was made with A Ships TOTWGVIILE, TIYALLA and
SIHIFE, O©On clearing the channel, SHIIE was detached, whilst BarBUTTE was
detached soon after a serial of Cfficer-of-the-"Tautch manceuvres was
completed with the other two ships. Fassage south to the destination of
Bowen was then comienced with strong Southeasterly trafde winds and a
rough sea prevailing,.

RES&Q@&%_*ED .«2/4. Shelter
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‘ 4. Shelter was sought at 1015 that evening when BARBETTE anchored

| in Brammo Bay on the northern side of Dunk Tsiand. The ship remained
meatherbound until 1000 7ednesiay 11 when the return passage to Calrns
comnenced, Aftcr anghomng off Iitzroy Island overni ht, the ship entered

Cairns harbour and berthed at IMAS CATRIS number = berth at 1000 Thursday
124

5 At 0900 the following day, Friday 13, B..USITTE proceeded to sea
for a 'Fanily Day' however sea familiarization for the families was cut
short due to the inclement weather. After returning to harbour, the
ship's personnel and their families transferred to the Centenary Lakes
area in Cairns where the remainder of the 'Family Day' took on the form
of a 'bar-b-quc'.

6. The long awaited filming feor the ABC TV scriecs finally eventuated
on Saturdt.y 14 when HiwasS BARBETTE as HluS AMBUSH arrived in Cairns forx
what is believed to be the end of ALLUSH's TV carcer.

Te The ship reverted to 4{ hours notice for sea at 0800 Monday 16

and commenced pre-refit preparations which included defuelling,
de-ammunitioning and destoring. The ship conductcd 2 hot move to the

North Mueenslond Ingineers and Arents (TQEA) dnmr.rrl on “ednesday 1€ and
entzred the slipping cradle at 030 that morning. The cffects of the
recent industrial strife in Queensland rere immediately felt —hen electrical
pover to the dockyard was lost for three quartcrs of an hour during the
slipping evolution. The gencral strike in Muecnsland has caused some stand-
dovng of the ITJEA deckyard werkforce —hich has resulted in a slover start
to the ships refit.

&, At the end of the period, HVAS BARBETTE was on the slipway of the
IQEA dockyard in her sccond week of refit.

9 The health, welfare and morale of the ship's company is good.
During the forthcoming wecks of rcfit, opportunity for seasonal leave will
be taken by mogt of the ship's company.
I have the honour to be,
| Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

/r’//u..,_.ﬁ

oo s, ) o)
o Lieutenant RAN *
Commanding Cfficer

ANNEYXES: Lo Steaming details

B hyoerecise details

RESTR b ED
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AMNEX A to HMAS BARBETTE
letter 1/16/5B dated
1 September 1982

STEANTIG DET.ILS

i Miles steamed cduring the period 245
2 liiles stcamed since commissioning 311, 42C
3. Hours underway durini the period 23
4 Hours underway since commissioning 22,554
5 Occasions economical routeing speed excecded il

RES iz | £ED
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AWEX B to HMas BARBOTTE
letter 1/16/5B dated
1 September 1902

EXCRCISE DETAILS

No. of Lx Total
hixercise For Nouth Hours Dates

Seamanship and General

007 Manocuvres 1 0.5 9

action Stations 1 0.1 10

Imeraency Stotions 1 0.1 10

Leaving Ship Statious 1 0:1 10

MOBEX 5 0.4 11(4), 12
Nevigetion and AIQ

Blind Yilotege 1 Dy 9

Formztion Departure 1 0.7 9
HBCD

Major I'ire Lxercise 1 0.3 10

Duty Tatch fire/Flood or Lgquipment Lecturces Daily Harbour
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i tw2g| % 3117
ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY i 3 (RS RN S,
e BRI s i
Te/ephone 358 8111 PW\A\N OFFIC w'llﬂjf » e
Extension 5113 %9 .;_LQZ’ FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING
HM. AUSTRALIAN FLEET
GARDEN ISLAND NSW 2000

The Chief of Naval Staff

Department of Defence (Navy Office)
CANBERRA ACT 2600

HMAS BARBETTE - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - SEPTEMBER
1982

Forwarded.

pry4

(R. RICHARDS)
Commander RAN
for Fleet Commander

Enclosure: 1. HMAS BARBETTE Report of Proceedings
for September 1982

=
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(070) 503311

1/16/5B IMAS BARBETTE
at Caims

4th Qctober 1962

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

For Informations:

The Naval O0fficer-in-Charge
CAIRNS

The Naval Officer Commanding
QUAENSLAND

The Commander
AUSTRALIAN MINETARFARE AND FATROL BOAT FORCES

IMAS BARBETTE - REPORT OF PROCHEEDINGS
SEPTEMEER 1982

Sir,

1e I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMAS BARBETTE
under my commend for the month of September 19€2. All times are in zone
Kilo (=10).

2 At the Legimning of the month, BARBETTE was on the slipway of the
North Queensland Engineers and Agents (NQEA) dockyard in her second week of
refit. The ship was unslipped on Thursday 16, The evolution commenced at
1700 and completed at 1759 when BARBETTE secured to the Fitting Out wharf

at N @A do Ck}ra-rd °

3 During the month both Diesel Alternators and the Port Main Engine
were changed. Due to the unavailability of a replacement engine, the
Starboard Main Engine was not changed and this unit's exchange is now
expected to occur during a future Assisted Maintenance Period at HMAS CAIRNS.
A1l other aspects of the refit have progressed satisfactorily.

4e At the end of the period, EMAS BARBETTE was secured at the NGQEA
Fitting Out wharf in her sixth week of refit.

RESTRICTED = -
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5 The morale, health, welfare and conduct of the ship's company
has been good,
I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
(W
(ﬂth SPETIL)
Lieutenant RAN
Commanding Officer
NEZAES ¢ Ao Steaming Details
B. DExercise Detalls
RESTRICTED
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AVNEX A to HMAS BARBETTE
letter 1/16/5B dated
4th October 1982

STEAMING DETATLS

Miles steamed during the period
Miles steamed since commissioning
Hours underway during the pexriod
Hours underway eince commissioning

Occasions economical routeing speed exceeded

RESTRICTED

RESTRICTED

Nil

311, 42¢

Nil

225554

Nil
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ANNZX B to HMAS BARBETTE
letter 1/16/5B dated
4th October 1982

SXERCISE DETAILS

No of Ex Total
Exercise for NMonth Hours Dates
Gunnery
Annual Range Course 1 5 21
NBCD
Duty Watch Fire/Flood or Equipment
Lectures Daily harbour

RESTRICTED
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SMV ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY
Te/ephore 359 5111 OFFICE OF THE
Extersion 113 FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING
HM. AUSTRALIAN FLEET
GARDEN ISLAND NSW 2000
AF 1/16/16

19 NOV 1962

The Chief of Naval Staff

Department of Defence (Navy Office)
CANBERRA  ACT 2600

HMAS BARBETTE - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - OCTOBE
1082

Fofwarded.

(c./ J. OXENBOULD)
Commander RAN
for Fleet Commander

Enclosure: HMAS BARBETTE Report of Proceedings for
October 1982 '

UNCLASSIFIED COVERING EESFRICTEDLS | (T )
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il ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY
Te/ephone 359 9111 OFFICE OF THE
Extension 3113 FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET
! GARDEN ISLAND NSW 2000
| AF - 1/16/16

D
)

Chief of Naval Staff

Department of Defence (Navy Office)
CANBERRA  ACT 2600

HMAS BARBETTE - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - OCTOBER 1982

Reference: A. AF letter 1/16/16 of 19 November 1982
B. HMAS BARBETTE letter 1/16/5B of 5 November

1982
T Forwarded.
2 The Commanding Officer of HMAS BARBETTE has

been advised that his Report of Proceedings at reference

B was barely acceptable and to exercise more care to ensure
sufficient detail of the month's activities is presented

as an interesting narrative. He has been reminded of the
importance of Reports of Proceedings and informed that an
improvement is expected. !

ﬁyﬂ

(N. RALPH)
Commodore RAN
for Fleet Commander

Enclosure: 1. HMAS BARBETTE Report of Proceedings for

October 1982

UNCLASSIFIED COVERING RESTRICTED
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503311
1/16/5B

HMAS BARBETTE
At Caims

5 November 1982

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

or ons

The Naval Officer-in~Charge
CAIRNS

The Naval Officer Commanding
QUEENSLAND

The Commander
AUSTRALIAN MINEWARFARE AND FPATROL BOAT FORCES

HMAS BARBETTE - REPORT OF FPROCEEDINGS

OCTOBER 2

Sir,

1. I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMAS BARBETTE under ny
command for the month of Qctober 1982, All times are in zone kilo (-10).

2e At the beginning of the month, BARBETTE was secured alongside the
Fitting Out Wharf of the North Queenland Engineers and Agents (NQEA) dockyard in
her sixth week of refit.

3. Bagin trials of the propulsion system was successfully conduoted on Thursday
14. Harbour Acceptance trials were conducted by the Royal Australian Naval

Trials and Assessment Unit (RANTAU) during the period Tuesday 19 to Friday 22

which culminated in Sea Acceptance Trials conducted on Monday 25. That day

BARBETTE departed the NQEA dockyard at 0729 and returmed to the berth at 1500,

A1l equipment performed satisfactorily with only minor defects being detected.

The ship remained at the NQEA dockyard until Wednesday 27 to allow defects to be
mﬂtiﬁEdi

4e Monday 25 was also the start of a two week Assisted Maintenance
Period (AMP) during which the ships staff have concentrated on preparing the
ship for the forthcoming Shakedowvn and Woxkup.

Se A shift of berth was made at 1105 Wednesday 27 when BARBETTE departed
the NQEA Fitting Out Wharf, The ship moved ®© HMAS CAIRNS Number Four Berth
where she secured at 1113. HMAS BARBET!'E remained at this berth until the end of
the period.

/2
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6o The health, welfare and morale of the ships company has been good
whilst the conduct of the ships company has been very good,

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant

e

(i.R. SPELTA)
Lieutenant RAN
Commanding Officer

ANNEXES: A, Steaming Details

B Exercise Details

1:___ Emﬂmfw?ﬁﬂﬁzﬂj_@ a
B T Beeen Vg 4 i A % E"--:..,.._--c‘ ‘? 5--.-: llj
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ANNEX A }D BARBETTE
letter 1/16/5B dated

5 November 1982

STEAMING DETATLS

14 Miles steamed during the period 119
2e Miles steamed since commissioning 311,547
e Hours underway during the period T
4e Hours underway since ccmmissioning 22,561
& Occasions economical routeing speed exceeded

(AFQM 006/82 refers)

as Monday 25 = Post refit sea acceptance trials-
3«7 hours - average speed 19.1 knots.

RESTRICTED
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EXERCISE

SEAMANSHIP AND GENERAL

Emergency Stations

Leaving Ships Stations

GUNNERY
Gun Functioning Trials

40/ 60
50 cal and 2" RFL

NBCD

Duty watch fire/flood
exercises or equipment
lectures

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

REESHFEICTED

ANNEX B TO HMAS BARBETTE

letter 1/16/5B dated
5 November 1982

EXERCISE DETAILS

NO OF EX. TOTAL DATES
FOR MONTH HOURS

1 Ou1 22

1 Oe1 22

1 Oe 7 25

Daily harbour

RESTRICTED
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY — "ioo ' = [0

Te/lephone 358 8171 OFFICE OF THE

Extension FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING
HM. AUSTRALIAN FLEET
GARDEN ISLAND NSW 2000

AF 1/16/16
2 0 JAN 1963
Chief of Naval Staff

Department of Defence (Navy Office)
CANBERRA. 2600

HVAS BARBETTE REPCRT OF PROCEEDINGS -
NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER 1982

Reference: A. AF letter 1/16/16 of 30 December 1982

Forwsrded. i

A O,

(R.H. OLD)
Commander, RAN
for Fleet Commander

Enclosure: 1. H94S BARBETTE Report of Proceedings -
November and December 1982

') UNCLASSIFIED COVERING. RESTRICTED
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(070) 503311

1/16/5B

HMAS B:i#RBETTE
at Cairns

5 January 1983

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

For Information:

The Naval Officer-in-Charge
CAIRNS

The Naval Officer Commanding
QUELNSL AND

The Commander
AUSTRALIAN MINTETARFARE AND FaATROL BOAT FORCES

HML.S BiRBETTE - REFORT OF FROCELDIIIGS

NOVEMBER 1982
Sir,
1e I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMAS BARBETTE
under my command for the month of November 19€2, All times are in zone
kilo (-10).
2 At the beginning of the month, BARBETTE was secured alongside

HMAS CAIRNS Number Four berth in her second week of a two week Assisted
Maintenance Period following refit.

3 The ship proceeded to sea at 1022 Monday 8 to commence a five day
shakedown period in the local Caims area in accordance with lMaval Officer—
in-Charge CAIRIS Operation Order 6/82 of 22 October 1982, Numerous basic
evolutions were conducted in slow time which allowed the ship's company to
recall the correct and safe procedures for each evelution. During the week,
overnight anchornges were made on the Northwest side of Fitzroy Island on
the nights of Tuesday 9/7ednesday 10 and Thursday 11/Friday 12 whilst
entries and departures from Cairns Harbour on "Tednesday 10 and Thursday 11
were made to embark/disembark sea riders assisting with the shakedown.

The shakedown period completed when HMAS BARBETTE berthed at HMAS CAIRNS

Number One berth at 1106 Friday 12.

4. BARBETTE slipped from that berth at 1000 kionday 15 and in company

with HuaS TOTUSVILLE acting as consort, both ships proceeded to sea to
conduct the start of HMAS BARBETTE's workup period. 4dgain the exercise
programme was intense and most beneficial in improving the ability of the
ship to perform duties required of her. The highlight of this week

R @Tﬁ%p 1 .+2/occurred
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occurred during the 40/60 gun firing at a splash target toved by HMuS
TO"NSVILLE on Friday 19. In ideal sea conditions, a direct hit from
approxi mately 1000 yards demolished the target. A feat seldom achieved
of which the ship is most proud to boast.

54 The two ships retumrned to HMAS CAIRNS at 1300 Friday 19 and
remzained there for the weekend. A departure by both ships was made at
0900 Monday 22 and the 7Torkup period continued. A4After an overnight stay
alongside HMAS CAIRNS on Tednesday 24 both ships again proceeded to sea
in company at 0630 Thursday 25. “7ith the Commander of the Australian
Minewarfare and Fatrol Boat Forces, Commander K.C. Stephen RAN and his
staff embarked in HMAS BaRBETTE the ship was put through her paces to be
evaluated for being operationally ready to rejoin the fleet. After a most
heetic and tiring day it was pleasing to be awarded a satisfactory pass
enabling the ship to once again be part of the fleet ready to perform
duties expected of her.

6. Unfortunately the pace of work could not be slackened as final
preparations in readiness for the ship's Annual Inspection mere required.
The inspection was conducted over the period of November 29 and 30.

Te At the end of the period HMAS BARBETTE was secured alongside

HMAS CAIRNS Wumber Four berth with her Operational Readiness Evaluation
and Annual Inspection completed, but preparations were being continued

for the Task Element Exercise due to commence December 2.

S The morale of the ship's company is high following the successful
major achievements of the ship during the month. Health, mwel fare and
conduct remain very good. During the period the Executive Officer lectured
the ship's company on the general aspects of security.
I have the honour to be,
D1,

Your obedient Servant,

//W

;L- R . SPEI:T.&)
Lieutenant RAN

Commanding Officer

ANNEZES: A. Steaming Details

B Exercise Details

Hbsbedame; [ £ 1)
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ANNEX A to EMAS BARBETTE
letter 1/16/5B dated
5 January 1983

STEAMING DETAILS

1. Miles steamed durir{g the period 1726
2s Miles steamed since commissioning 313273
3 Hours underway during the period 167
4. Hours undémay since commissioning 22728
5e Occasions economical routeing speed exceeded (AFGM 006/82 refers)

8« Tuesday 9 - Maintaining Shakedown programme - 1.3 hours -
average speed 16.5 knots.

be Monday 15 = In company maintaining Worwup programme -
1«5 hours - average speed 16 knots

ce Monday 15 - Conducting night encounter exercise -
149 hours - average speed 16 knots

de Wednesday 19 = Conducting anti-infiltrex exercise =
142 hours - average speed 17 knots

€+ Monday 22 - In company maintaining Workup programme -
2.1 hours - average speed 16 knots.
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ATEX B to HMAS BARBETTE
letter 1/16/5B dated

5 Janvary 1983

EXERCISE DETAILS

sxercise

Seamanship and General

XO Berth

MOBEX
RauSAPS

O0W Manoeuvres

TOVEX

Prove Tatchbill
Breakdown Drills
Formage
Screenpl ay
otationmaster °
FATDEX

Stream para anchor
ouperex

SAREX

Operation Awkward
Anti Infiltrex
NEX
Commnicztions

Gunnery

SUFX

4AROFX/ LACRF

Boarding Party

Pyro Display/S.E. Lecture
Small Arms Shoot

Navigation and AIO

KBCD

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Blind Pilotage
Formation Entry/Departure

MINTRAN
Ceremonial Entry

A, Sea

B. Harbour

NO e

O L = a2 O —Jp

At R SR YRS

N wun o N

10

L]

- L . L L ]

N DO A aAanpOW DTS 5
L ]
MDDGEJGWﬁGC}Gme

\N

10.0

Dates

11

0¢,09,10,16

16(2),
(2)

22423

15,16,17(2), 1

22,23

09,15,16,18,2:

08

08,10(2),15,2:

15!1?‘!

17,19

11,16,

09
18
09
17
15,22

09,11,
19,22,

09,15,
11,16,

10,11
18

19,25

22,23

22,23

15,16, 17
23

17419, 25
23
22,23

15,16(2),19

22,24

09,17,

19,25

18,22, 23

08,09,11(3),12

17118’

23,24

Duty Watch exercised daily

RESTRIGTLL
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1/16/5B HMAS BARDETTE
at Cairms

5 Januaxy 1983

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

Fox Informationt

The Haval Officer-in=-Charge
CAT NS

The Naval Officer Commanding
NORTH AUSTRALIA AREA

The Naval Officer Commanding
QUEENSLAND

The Commander
AUSTRALTAN MIVE WARFARE AND PATROL BCAT FORCES

HMAS BARBETTE ~ REPORT OF TROCEEDINGS

DECEMBER 1962
birxr,
1 I heve the honour to report the proceedings of HMAS BARBETTE

under my command for the month of December 1982, 411 times are in zone
kilo (=10) unless otherwise indicated.

24 it the beginning of the month, BARBETTE was secured alongside HMAS
CAIRNS Number Four berth completing her annual inspection. A combined
Divisions for the annual inspection for HMA Ships TARRNAMBOOL, TOTNSVILLE
and BARBETTE was conducted by the Naval Officer-ineChayge CAIRNS, (NOIC
CAIRNS), Cormandex A,H.R. BRECHT RAN, at 0830 Tednesdey 1s Also during the
forenoon, a briefing for the Task Element Exercise (programmed for Thursday
2 and Fridey 3) was being held when a sudden change of programme withdrew
BARBETTE from the exercise and at the same time deployed her temporarily to
the North Australia srea.

3. REETTE departed Ceims at 0800 the following merming in a
formation departure with IMA Ships WARRNAMBOOL and TOWNSVILLE which wexe
proceeding to sea for the Task Element BExercise, BARBETTE was detached on
clearing the Entrance Chamnel. A faster than economical passage was
conducted to Thursday Island in order to achieve a suitable time to refuel

RESFRIGTED

ee2/4, Thilst
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4. Thilst entering the Port of Thursday Island, four local inhabitants
in a small dinghy were noticed hopelessly trying to row against the strong
tidal streams vhich run in that arca. Having suffered an outboard motor
breakdown and realising their difficulties, they waved their arms to indicate
their distress. The ship's boat was quickly lowered and it towed the dinghy
to a safe landing. The ship was loter thanked for its good Samaritan act.
BARBETTE arrived at the Caltex Jetty at 1614 Friday 3, and after refuelling,
departed at 1801 bound for Darwin.

5e Operational Control was chopped from NOIC CAIRNS to the Naval Officer
Commanding North Australia Arvea (NOCNA) at 2000 Saturday 4.

6 After an uneventful passage BARBETTE arrived at the Darwin Naval
Base (DNB) at 0500 IK Monday 6 where she berthed outboard HMAS ADROIT.

Soon after arrival, necessary planned maintenance routines for both main
engines were started. These routines were previously programmed for the two
week mesisted maintenance period which was subsequently lost due to the
change of ships programme. 7ith asgistance from the DNB, the Engineering
department still found themselves very busy with these routines for two days.

Te BARBETTE departed Darwin at 1600 IK Wednesday & with an Australian
National Parks and Wildlife Service Officer, Mr Malcolm Forbes, embarked.

Mr Forbes' mission was to investigate HMAS BUCCANEER's report that traditional
Indonesian fisghermen were desecrating the Ashmore Reef Islets. Whilst on
passage, one Taiwanese gillnetter, the "Chyun Fuce Iio 7% callsign BVVL, was
identified and reported. BARBETTE anchored north of Ashmore Reef Test Islet
at 0507TH Friday 10.

8. Mr Forbes and the landing party proceeded inshore in the ships boat
at 0600 and retumed some eight and a half hours latexr. MNr Forbes remarked
that there was evidence on all islets to support HMAS BUCCANEER's report,
however most evidence had disappesred with time. Ie found that the Bast and
Middle islets were damaged more than the Test Islet which was contrary to
BUCCLNLEER's report. Mr Forbes also raised a more detailed report for his own
department.

Do Anchor was weighed at 1603H that same day and the ship commenced
passage south to Broome. A second Taiwanese gillnetter, the 'Yuen Shen No 5%
callsign BVQE, was identified and reported on Saturday forenoon. BARBETTE
berthed at Broome Harbour at 0806H Sunday 12 and soon after Mr Forbes
disembarked.

10. iAfter a one day visit, departure was made at 1000H Monday 13. That
afternoon whilst on passage north of the Lacepede Channel area, a weather

front from shore crossed the ships track. Accompanylng winds estimated at

40-50 knots whipped up the water from a millpond state into a wild foam=-gstreaked
sea. This strange unexpected weather phenomenon was accordingly signalled to
NAS NOTRA and HETEQ MELBOURIE. The ship continued on with a short sharp rising
swell on the beam, until Yampi Sound was reached that evening.

11. The ship berthed outboard of the tug "Kalibar' at Koolan Island

wharf at 08301 Tuesday 14. After topping-up fuel, BARBETTE proceeded to an
anchorage in Yampi Sound. The ship's company then enjoyed a banyan ashore

2t Crocodile Creek where the local inhabitants have erected bar-b-que facilities
at the site where the fresh water creek falls into the sea. After a pleasant

RES:TM:HD . .3/but brief
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but brief break to routine, thc ship weighed anchor at 1505H that same day
and then resumed passage back to Darwin.

12 Mith no further incident, arrival at Darwin was made at 0900 IK
Thursday 16 when the ship berthed outboard of HMAS ADROIT at the Darwin
Naval Base. After a stay of two deys, the ship proceeded at 0800 IK
Saturday 18 for her long passage home to Caims via Thursday Island.

13 During the first leg of the passage, two Tailwanese gillnetters,

the "Fong Seong No 6" callsign BYRY, and the "Fong Seong No 12" callsign
VLT were identified and reporied. New Year Island light was found to be
extinguished and this fact was also reported. Operational control was
chopped from NOCWA to NOIC CAIRNS at 1500 Sunday 19. After passing through
the Gugari Rip, the ship made an uneventful passage across the Gulf of
Carpentaria to arrive at the Caltex Jetty, Thursday Island at 1536 Monday 20

14. Departure from Thursday Island was made at 0700 the following
morning, . During the day two yachts were identified and reported to Coastwatch
Canberra and an investigation of the shoreline of Cape Grenville for possible
chemical pollution was conducted. The ships boat was employed for the latter
task, however no evidence of pollution was detected.

15. Passage south via the Inner Great Barriex Reef route continued

overnight and the following day ednesday 22. During the day four yachts
were detected however only two of these were closed for identification.

The positions of reefs and the ships prograume precluded BiRBETTE from
identifying the other two. BiRBETTE arrived at CAIRNS at 1932 that evening
to a warm welcome by families and friends after a brief but sudden North
sustrelia irea deployment. The ship secured to HMAS CAIRNS number four berth.

16. The ship assumed the duty of Duty Fatrol Boat the following day
for the forthcoming Christmas and New Year festive season. On two occasions
during the period as Duty Fatrol Boat, the ship was advised of the
possibilities to proceed to sea. One mas due to the mine discovered at
Pandors Reef near Townsville and the other was due to an unidentified object
(pr::sssible mine) near Cape Bedford. In both instances other resources were
used which then negated the need for BARSETTE to sails

17 « At the end of the period HMAS BARBETTE was secured alongside HMAS
CLIRNS number four berth as Duty Patrol Boat in the Cairns area. Despite
the fact that the ship has nov completed her eighth operational week with
only two days of planned maintenance, all machinery has performed well with
only minor defects occuring.

..4/18. The health

RERTRIGTE
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184 The health, —elfare, morale and conduct cf the ship's company
has been very good. During the period the ship's company were lectured

on the aspects of 'alcohol abuse'. Also during the period there were

70 new members to the ship's company as a result of postings whilst the

thirdl officer borne departed to tak= up his new posting.

I have the honour to be,
gir,

Your obedient Servant,

(Wb

(A.R. SPELTA)
Lieutenant RAN
Commanding Officer

ATNIXRG i teaming Netails

B. -~roigs Detalls

RESTRIGTED
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ANNEX A to HMAS BARBETTE
letter 1/16/5B dated

5 January 1983

Milcs steamed during the period

Miles steamed since commissioning

Hours steamed during the period

Hours steamed since commissioning

Occasions economical routeing speed excecded
(AFGM 006/62 refers)

4,197

317,470

312

23,040

g, Tharsday 2/Friday 3 Fassage Caiims to Thursday Island -

27.5 hours - average speed 16.0 knots.
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ANNEX B to HMAS B.RBETTE
letter 1/16/5B dated
5 Jamary 1983

EXBRCISE DETAILS

Bxercise No. Hours Dates

Seamanship and General

X0 Berth/Unberth 2 ea 0.6 12,13,20,21

NO Berth/Unberth 1 ea 043 16,10

Steering Gaar Breakdown 2 0.3 i

Leaving Ship Stations 1 0.1 11

MOBEX 4 0.5 11 (4)
Gunnery

Small Arms Shoot 3 15 15

Navigation and al0

Blind pilotage 3 0.9 10(2),22
Formation Departure 1 OsT 02
Gyro-failure/Steered Magnetic 1 1.0 04

NBCD
Ab Sea = Minor NBCDX 1 0.2 14

B, Harbour - Daily duty watch exercise or lecture
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BF ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY
Te/ephore 359 9111 OFFICE OF THE
Extersion 3170 FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING
HM. AUSTRALIAN FLEET
' GARDEN ISLAND NSW 2000
AF 1/16/16
- ' nee 4 "
LEw L

The Chief of Naval Staff
Department of Defence (Navy Office)
CANBERRA ACT 2600

HMAS BARBETTE REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS -
OVEMBER 1982

References: A. AF letter 1/16/16 of 21 December 1982,

B., HMAS BARBETTE Report of Proceedings for
November 1982,

Further to Reference A, the Commanding Officer
of HMAS BARBETTE has been advised that paragraph 3 of
Reference B does not adequately reflect the activities of
the ship during the period 8 to 12 November 1982. He has
been directed to resubmit his Report of Proceedings for
November,

. W. HUDSON)
Rear Admiral RAN

Fleet Commander
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