AWM78

Reports of Proceedings,
HMA Ships and Establishments

HMAS ARARAT

Item number: 35/2

Title: September 1943 - August 1946.
Duplicate

AWM78-35/2

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1072843



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1072843



—

— —

/

Bt §331

Conunoumealth nf Australia,

Hepartment of The Nany.

fingal Australian Namy. %VPQLL /

From..Commgnding Officer H.M.A.S."ARARAT".
9th _September 1946 .. . . Reference No...... 10480 . oo ¢
AR VRE I . i s o

?

Date... ...
T N

Submitted, : =-

Pemained at anchorage at Shortland Harbour until 1400/4th and proceeded
to Rabaul.

Anchored in Rgbaul Harbour at 2225/5th,
2359/8th., Sailed from Rabeul Harbour,

1250/10th.
0605/11th,

1105/22nd.

1108/23rd.,
1235/24th.
0600/25th.
1550/25th.,
1120/26th.
14,00/29th.
1410/30th,
0630/31 st.
1530/31s t.

Sy,
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Secured alongside wharf at Dreger Harbour,

Slipped and departed for Rabaul arriving there at 1030/12th,
Remained at Rabaul until 22nd while & boiler clean wassarried
out and power was supplied for the pumping out of the "NARUTOY,
Proceeded for Buka Straits, Ruri Bay, Pslmer Cove and Tinputts
Harbour where investigation for suitgble anchorgge for Flotilla
was carried out,

Anchored at Enus Harbour,

Remainder of Flotilla anchored.,

Sailed with Flotilla to operation "KILLHAT".
Operation completed and Flotilla proceeded to Rabaul.
Anchored in Rabgul Harbour,

Departed Rabaul with Flotilla for Bougainville,

Anchored at Latum Point.

Weighed anchor and proceeded to carry out operation "EKILSALY,
Operation completed.,

The health of the Ships Company has been good.
The conduct of the Ships Compeny has been excellent,

188.01 Hours.

2066 Miles.
1247 M.P.T.
102414 Miles.

9795.4 Hours.
10.45 Knots.

Hours under way for month,
Miles steamed for month.
Average miles per ton.
Totgl miles steamed.
Total hours under way.
Averasge Speed,
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Date.48% April 1946, . ... Reference No..... 2L 20 %2.
To .. Seereteary Neve)l Beerd, .. S e
SubjcMONTHLY REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS . MARCH

Submitted for the information of the Naval Beard:-
Continued to carry out minesweeping operations om lst and 2ad Mard
At 0815 /5rd completed "Kilmoom " operatiom amd sailed for Melbourme,

1720 /3rd secured alomgside Nelsom Pier K Williamstown.

Remained alongside until 13552/6th when 1l.eunpuny'with Flotilla depsarted
for Hobart, 14354 /8th secured alomgside.Kings Pier Hobart and remsined
there until 1110 /11ty when with Flotblla sailed for mimefield "Kilto".

Owing to adverse weather donditions Flotilla amchored at 1407 /1l1lth
in North West Bay., At 0815/12th weighed amnd proceeded but the weather
was still umnsuitable for minesweeping operatioms so at 1106 anchored in
Great Taylor Bay. Remained at this anchorage until 0617 /14th when Flotilla
proceeded to minefield "Kilte".

At 1610/14th Minefield "Kilto" was completed and at 1843 anchored in
Creat Taylor Bay.At 0621/15th sailed for minefield "Kilpill™ amnd at 1030
commenced mineswweping operations, At 1533 anchored 11.P¢rt.hrthur.

Owing to unfavouable weather conditions remained at this anchorage
until 0615/17th, Secured alongside Ocean Pier Hobart at 1055,

Remained alongside until 1105/25th a boiler cleam being carried out
in the interum,

At 1610 anchored with Flotilla in Port Arthur. |

Because of poor visibility and bad weather remained ther- uantil l?L[
/28bh when in company with Flotilla proceeded to minefield returning t
anchorage at 1718, Remained at anchor until 0615/31 when with rlotillt
departed for minefield.

parntion."Kil 111" completed at 1315, Secured aleongside Ocean Pier

Hobart,kK at 1826,
| Cohauct of ships company Ill been very good,

flealth of ships company has been excellemt, .
Distance steamed for Hﬂlthnununiiununi:li- 1404 miles
Hours under wWay.c.ceecevscvececccsocscscccsce 151,73 hours
Miles per CORccccccsosnnssscssncssssssnsee 11,78
ht‘l mil.- st.m.dll‘l.ll"llllll.lilll.lll 91950 nile‘
Total hours UNAeI WaY.ceceecccvsccscsccses 8726,1 hours
".r.s. 'p..dliililllllilll..iiill.illlli. 1°l5 not’

\ A/Li'ut " cd-l
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”QK$* Commanding Officer H.d.A.S5."ARARAT",

1st, larch 1946, Y e it dl 5 R
secretary Haval Beard,

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS ee FEERUARY 1946

submitted:--
0748 /18t, Secured alongside Nelsen Pier, Williamstown,
1450, slipped from alongside and at 1543 entered Williamstown Dry

Dock, Remained in the dock until 1515/6th,
1540/6th, Secured aleongeside Nelseon Pier, |
| Remained alengside until 1956 /13th, when in eempany with
remainder of the Flotilla 6 proceeded to minefield "Chaliapan Two",
1308/14th,Layed Detum Buey 21, At 1555 departed from minefield for
Dover 1Island, :
0430/15th.Sailed in company with H,i.A.3."BUNBURY" for minefield,
1810/15th,Left minefield with Fletilla and at 1935 enchored on the Esst
coast of ¥Flinders Island, OCwing to bad weather conditions remasined
at this anchorage until 0200/17th, when in cempany with H.d.A.S.
"BUNBURY" preceeded to minefield,
Due to adverse weather conditiens anchered at 0700/18th, in ancherage
at Dever Isleand,
0705/19th, Sailed with Flotilla to minefield and carried out minesweeping
operations until 1450/80th, when with Fletilla anchored at Sealers
Cove, The opportunity was taken te pick up dan buoys from the sweepers
te supplement gear leost in the bad weather,

| C001., Ancher aweigh and in company with H.l.4.5,"BUNEURY" departed
'— LQQO. Completed recovering all dans the minefield having been
completely swept and then sailed for Melbourne,
0147, Secured at Station Pier, .elbourne, Remained slongside until

1726 /87th, when in company with remainder of Flotilla sailed for
minefield "Kilmoon', W
Minesweeping operations were carried out on the 28th, |
The health of the ships company hes been very good,
gTha conduct of the ships company hes been excellent,

Distance steamed for month, - 1787ailes,

Hours under way, : 199 .6Hours.

diles per ton, 12,8 liles.

Total miles steamed, ¢0556 iles.

Total hours under way, 8574 ,37 Hours, S~

Average speed,

10,5 Knets,
A/Lieu't .Cdr B‘.HVR
GO%%%%D%EE OFF1CER \
'Iqafif‘h, |
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From.....COMMANDING OFFICER H M.A.S. "ARARAT" =
Dales s 18%t, February 1946 Reference Nowa e 8 "7 e
To.......2eecretary Naval Board .

Subject MONTHLY REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS JANUARY 1946

-------------

L T R T T —

oubmitted for the information of Naval Board.

Remained alongside Village Point Jetty, Watsons Bay, Sydney on the l1lst
and slipped at 2020/2nd, in company with H.M.A. Ships Swan, Bunbury and
Cowra proceeded tﬂ.mine%ield Killcastle Two,

Completed sweeping this minefield P.M. the 5th and departed with Flotilla
for Sydney., Secured alongside Village Point Pier 0635/6th.

Remained alongside until 1345/9th, In company with Flotilla left for
Waterloo Bay,

0920/11th Anchored at Waterloo Bay. Remained at anchor until 0315/14th
when in company with H.M.A.Ships Bunbury and Cowra departed to minefield
"Chaljapan One" and layed Datum Buoy A7,

Carried out minesweeping operations on 14th and 15th and anchored in
Norman Bay 2005/15th,

Owing to bad weather remained at anchor until 1555/20th, when in compeny
with remainder of Flotilla sailed for Melbourne. |

0907 /21st secured alongside Nelsons Pier Williamstown.

Slipped 1426/24th, and in.company with Flotilla left for minefield.

With H.M.A.Ships Bunbury and Cowra layed Datum Buoys and Dan Buoys for

A Row and Z Row,

1910/25th Anchored in Waterloo Bay. Remained at anchor due to bad weather
untilo2306/27th and returned to minefield. Continued operations until
minefield "Chaliapan One" was completed, Anchored at night at Dover Island
1720 /29th, left area and rejoined remainder of Flotilla at Sealers Cove.
The 560th was spent at anchor and the opportunity was taken to renew and
repair Dan Laying Equipment,

On the 20rd six additional Ordinary Seamen were drafted to the ship. This
has made Dan Laying operations considerably easier,6 and enables some time
To be spent on general ship's maintenance, which previously was neglect-
ed due to the amount of work necessary to maintain Dan gear effectively.
2105 /31st sailed for Melbourne,

The:Health of the ship's company has been very good.

The conduct of the ship's company has been excellent,

Distance steamed for month 2476 miles,
Hours under way for month 2714 lours,
hLPﬁJ. Miles per ton 11.58 M.P.T.
Total miles steamed 88799 Miles,
Total hours under way 8574 .77 Hours.
Average speed since commissioning 10.6 Knots,

” %_Li&llt. R,.& N.V el
%-K COMMANDING OFFICER

L—I-__._._._ S — _ e
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~ Remained @longside Village Point Sydney &n th#® ist and 2nd,
At 191!/8:1.!11”91 and proceaded t0 carry out Dan-Laying exercises for 35 days with
H.M.A.Ships Bunbury end Cowra anchoring at night at Broken Bay.
At 0207/7th: proceeding in cdmpaily with H.M.-4.Ships B “and Cowra
to the minefisld to commence operéition™Killcastld Ono"to“lay the Datunm Biioys. Remained
at anchdr on the 8th. and 9th, the time being spemt in repairing and remswing den~

laying equipment. _
At 0405/10th. pFoceaded to fhe mime fIeld and carried out dan=
laying operations umtil the 135thiwheii we returnsd to Sydney.
_ 0652/13th. secured #longside at Village Point.
_ A% 2154/15th. 81ipped In compeny With H.M.A Ships Swan, Punbury
and Cowra and procaedad to The minefield ramaining there for the 16th. 17th.and 18%h.,
dan-laying with the remsinder of the sWoepers, = * e YRR,
£ _1227/19th. anchored af Broken Bay due to bad weather, ~ ~ =
At 0440/20th. procesded to area"Killeastle Two!"with“the remainder of
the Flotilla. CaFried out dan -laying dperdtions wntil 1700/20%th. when the Flotilla
returned to Sydney and at 0747/21st, secured alongside Villagsd Point Piler.,
2 ~ ESrainder of the month was spent alongSide, During thid period
Ships Staff did"a boiler clean and as much Iea¥e as possible was Zraanted over the
Christmas and New Year Boliday. Four days leave was granted $0 the natives of Vietoria
New South Wales and < R

The health of the Ships Company has been very goodl.

VJ/&\'/ The conduct of the Ships Company has been eoxgellent,
Distance &jeamed for month 1979 miles.
Holirs under way 240,51 hrs.

Average miles peor ton 12,36 milas,
Total distance Steamrd w—e—meccacaeess 86323 miles.,

Total Rours“under way 8103.36 hrs.
Average spaed 10.6 kts,
N/, /[
(COMMANDING OFFICER).

:
\ -
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Submitted for the information of the Naval Board.

H/‘u.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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COMMANDING OFFICER, H.M.A.S. "ARARAT"

= e

Ship undergoing refit at l;_rmhl‘. Port Adelaide.

mﬂmnlﬁclm
mnmmmmm 114 miles.

Hours under way - 11 hrs.

Average miles per ton . 8.98 mepete
Total distance steamed 81,171 miles. |
Total hours under way 7,568.52 hrs.

Average speed. 10.7 kts.

+ BuhuiaR, (S)

,‘ZoZé -9-/3 ﬁ{ /

/NE‘C R%/

L
“45
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COMMANDIRG OFFICER, H.M.A.S. "ARARAT™

30th. September, '45

Submitted for the information of t;w Haval Board.

After storing ship departed from Sydney at 0928/4th., and
berthed at Outer Harbour Adelaide at 1650/7th. Departed Outer Harbour
at 0830/8th. and proceeded to sea t0 carry out engime trials with
Base Staff aboard. Secured to 'D' Wharf Birkenhead and commenced

refitting period.

!h! health of the"nhipt company has been very good.
The conduct of the ships company has been excellent.,
Distance steamed for month 1,068 miles,
Eo!r! wt ’lﬂ—_fﬂr month 8l.61 hrs.
Average ¥il-s Per Ton | 12,16 m.p.t.

Total Distance giomd since commission 81,057 miles.

!.?.1 !.m under way o ” 7,967,252 ‘m-
Average speed 10.7 knots.
R
m- Ro‘.;i.‘i-lj [3)
 COMMARDING OFFICER.
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Znd. ~ogust, '45

W Secretary to Naval Board.

a@port of °roceedings. Ju

Submitted for the information of the /aval Board.

| ~eparted from lorotai at 0631/4th. escorting lorotai
Bruni Convoy WNo. 1 consisting of USS "Jos'e Verela" (Commodore) &

N.i, 12. Arrived off Zamboanga at 0936/6th. detached from convoy
and anchored in readstead. Ueparted Zamboanga at 1400/7th. sailing
independently. Arrived liorotai at 0630/9th. and at 0800 proceeded
to sea in company with H.M.A.S's "Hawkesbury" (Com. D,) "kildura",
"Bowen", "lLatrobe", &"Cowra" and carried out H/a, 4" gun practice
and fleet manouvers. LHeturned to Morotai at 1135 and refuelled
ex Bishopdale, and then procecrded to A/S patrol at position Baker
at 1411/9th. LRelieved at Baker by /.M.A.:.. "Bowen" at 1055/10th. &
anchored off Platypgpe at 1118/1kth. Lleparted Morotai at 0730/13th.
escorting USS "lavaca  APA 180" Detached from convoy in position
05021' N 124°20' E at 0900/14th, and returned to Morotai independently
arriving at 0808/15th. and refuelled ex "Bishopdale". Departed
Morotai at 0900/16th. independently. 4rrived in Hemboldt Bay at
0650/19th, and refuelled ex "Arayat". Departed Humboldt Bay at 0903
19th. .nchored in Madang Harbour at 1944k/20th. Departed Ladang at
1612/21st. Arrived at Lanmgemak at 1210/2Znd. refuelled and departed
Langemak at 15307;2nd. At 1555k deviated from cource to assist
survivorse sighted on a waterlogged L.C.M. approximately 6 miles off
the land. At 1605k lowered whaler and ppeked up American soldier in
the water who was attempting to swim from the L.C.M. to shore, He had
travelled about 2 milee from the waterlogged LCM. I conéider this
goldier very "game" but extremely lucky. At 1630k closed derelect
and took off 5 more soldier survivors. At 1646k sunk derelect b,
gunfire and proceeded inshore, at 1700/22nd. transferred survivers in-
to a rescue launeh and proceeded.’ at 1845/2.nd. commenced search for
15 fathom shoal reported in viecinity of 06°60'S 148°916'E. Gained
numerous asdic shoal classifications but on running over contacts
| were not able to obtain bottom by fathometer or hand lead. At 2140
fﬁ, od" abandoned search and procecded on voyage. at 1050/2.31':1. commenced
F,xf”# searech for 3-k/2 fathom shoal to the Eastward of Eve Shoal Buoy.
Notice v harines No. 70 refers., 1'e area was thoroughly searched
and I am of the opinion that this shoal does not exist. Abandoned
gsearech at 1408/:2%rd. and resumed voyage. Om <5th. in vicinity of
Bougainville Keef experienced abnormal S.E. set of about 2 %o d
Knote.X arrived Towneville at 1330k/26th. Kefuelled and stored shipg
j%ﬁ“ Lepartel Townsville at 1709/27th.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1072843
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Passed through boom gate entr
Fuelled and secured to No. 7 buoy.

nr "l ATEN

(ﬁﬁﬁdh“n
anee Sydney at 1040/31st.
Commenced storing shipp

The health of ahipa company has been excellent.

The econduet of the ships company has been very good.

Jeepite wazning a few ratings

sampled native liquor when

é/ acshore in Zamboanga with "delayed knockout' consequenees.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Distance steamed dufing nm:th

Hours under way
Average Miles per ton
Total distance steamed
Total hours under way
Average speed

.

5,560 Miles.
436 .53 hrs.

1ld.94 l-p-t.
79,999 kiles

74756.71 Hrs.
10.7 knotse.

T
LIEUT. RANE (S)
GOMNANDING ¥ FLER.
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Sabmitted for the information of the faval Board.

ved at Tarakan
Departed Morotai zZ9th. Kay ui'::lm. g~

from Tarakan at
o} ::l':";:Clouod and departed lawl Tawi mx/«su. esco-

iarakan at |
1325 & 1529. Anchored off - -

the harbour during dark hours.

arakan on the nights of 8th.
: and S.d. BWOED of

: and his AJD.C. To
‘“.i“t ¥.die 12%h,
14th. for

1 h on 13“-
l:‘.al "Gom"
fawi Tawi to refuel.
ranks for pa to korotal
arrived at Morotai 1230/1

m.m‘ e 3544 r at 1728 18th. lieved by l-:::.:; 2

| Air rald Alert 0350 %o 0410 /28xd - 172“.-

sailing independentily. arrived Mios Voendl a u“tn -

iled and departed at ©906/26th. ‘amambi:.::ﬁnzgmr at
1197/3“- _ somed duties of Guar Pe S Eveng

& ’lu‘“- .‘0“.
X K Beri (Somotors) &/s contiat at 1604/ 00h
"ararat” (S.0.%.
in vosition 01

jfied as Hen Sub. at 1617
28th, Arrived at Morotal oth, refuelled mg anchored off "PlaA
mnif' at 0927/29th, and copmenced

The health of the ships company ha® been VeIry good.

the conduet of ships company has been excellent.

| many
. < 't: {.:::::1 t :iizli:?nth: ﬁ;z-
in the front lines. ihis experience “:” zﬁitiﬂ and haryéships

hance 1t preciate
::I:ht::rﬂﬁhu:;r: :sw:o ;13‘& punder. -ueh an experience is, in

ny opinion, excellent for moral@.

'S 1
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Digtance Steamed dering bonth
Houre under way dering Fonth

Average Eilee per Zon. |

iotal zm’:m 74,439 Eiles,
Total houre omier way 7,089.18 hrs.
Average epecd 1.8 Enots,

LIPUE.
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COMMANDING OFFICER, H.M:A.S. "ARARAT™

7th. June '45
Secretary to Naval Board "“

LONTHLY REPORI OF PROCEEDINGS. MAY.
Sobmitted for the Information of the Naval Board.

Weighed and proceeded from Moratai at 1500 IIE. in
company with H.M.A.S. "Mildara" and earried out an H.A. 4" practise
shoot on sleeve target. ~ |
"Rendezvous" at mag 1st. with convoy G.B. 755. 5/8 "Richard Moeyk-
owski (Commodore) and S/5 "George Vancouver". Escorts H.M.A.S's
"Mildura” (S5.0). "Ararat", & "Townsville".

- Escortes detached from conveoy at 1000 3rd, Anchored in
Mios Woendi at 1830 3rd. Refunelled from "Villa Lobos" on 4th,
At 1258 7th., weighed and proceeded to investigate a reported sight-
ing of porueogn off Owi Island. Obtained an A/S contaet at 1406
in position 01%18'S. 135°15'E. Contact lost at 1430. H.M.A.S5., "Kap~-
anda" joined searsch. (My letter to Com. South West Pagific Sea Front-
jer dated 14th. May refers). Abandoned search at 1700/I. Anchored
Mios Woendi at 1809. Departed from Woendi at 0628/8th. escorting
8/S "Matthew Flinders". Read prayers on VE day 9th, NMay. ZEntered
Moratal at 0643/11th. and lead "Matthew Flindersd' to anghoragi. L
Relieved "Bundaberg" in position Baker aft 0800/ 11th. "Bathurst
relieved me at position Baker at 1000/13th, Departed Moratai 1617
13th, esecorting convoy G.B. 759 consisting of 10 L.S.1's. (Commodore
in L.S.T. 775) and 8/5 "Edward Nickles" "John Ross™ "chn.rh: !ut'"
"Hoterlletyeky” & "Thomas Coody". Escorts "Mildura" (S.0.) "Ararat
and "Junee". Escorts detached from convoy as 1642/16th. At 1710
15th. sunk a float mine in position 00°44'S. 135°55'E. Arrived at
Mios Woendi at 0610/16th. Refuelled from "Villa Lobos". Stored ship
and l/tpnrtu Woendi at 1134/16th., Anchored in Sorido lagoon at
1243/16th,
ed from Biak at 1731/19th. escorting Convoy B.G. 540 "USAT Sea
B.p'."rfc:nmoacrc "Peter T./Bo*"“ & L.Coel. 7%, Escorts "Mildura"™ (S.0.)
Q& fﬂ "Ararat”. :
Arrived Morotai at 0654/22. Anchored off "Platypus" at (0748 and
commenced boiler cleaning pericd. At 1705/23rd. received orders from
2 | Commander (D) to raise steam. Commenced to reassemble machinery and
BEQX . | boilers ete. etc. At 1817/23#d. received orders to resume boiler
cleaning. Refuelled from "Bishopdale""at 0700/28“1. At 1030/29th.
Commander (D) embarked for passage to-Tarakan. Departed from Morotai
% at 1214/29th. escorting USS"Blount" to Tarakan. Anchored off Tarakan

at 100/1st. June.
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The health of the ships cupm hul been very good.
Two cases of "trachoma" diagnosed and prompt precautions prevented

further cases occuring.

-

The conduet of the ships company has been excellent.

A leaking condenser tube was experienced during the

last few days of the month.
I strongly recommend that all uondonnr tubes in this

uhip are surveyed during ratittin; period.

Digstance steamed dur month 5418 miles.
Hours under way du:ri;:. month 335 .58 hrs.
Average Miles per ton 12,996 miles.
lotal distance steamed lhu a-miluin 71923 Miles.
Total hourse under way 6818.93 hrs.
Average speed - 10.68 knots.

Hiy -

LIEUT. R.A.N.R. (8)

COMMANDING OFFIGER.

J f sl o A ( A wvued—-
ﬁ%ﬁww "&’?”w‘/w & 3....‘7’/;1.5 , M A */43 R ;fﬁxﬁufg

‘)( Ae ﬂ»eu,ﬂﬂ{/% N \ZW{/‘&'/ML

] ';V-if wald made w  Copumtlan WM Vg f\'ﬁf/ U wto./g

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1072843



4 /A
- Y N
. ,n":i;*'"
| P u 1L N
| JI K&
s 2026/7/ VA 72
X DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY. %
&\\@ MINUTE PAPER | /

Wu_a..:.-’ﬁ
P e i ¢
COENEY

RES | ik’
3 JH&.&_H\E_-A-S- e REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS.
§

/

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT10/72843



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1072843



COMMANDING OFFICER, HoM.A.S. "

4th. lMay, '45.
Secretary to Naval Board.

Submitted for the in£MIM of iutal :;;u'l.

At 0621 lst. weighed and proceeded alongside Wharf at
lae and loaded cases of Comforts. Departed from Lae at 0735.
Anchored in Langemak Bay at 1231, D ted from at 1429
1st. towing a L.C.M. BEntered Madang Harbour at 1930 2nd. Slipped
L.C.M, and anchored, Departed from Madang at 0533 4th, Anchored
in Hansa Bay at 1432 4th, and commenced discharging Army Stores by
ghips boats. At 1740 4th. weighed and prouuu. At 0025 B6th., in
puiuon 03°07'S 144°31'E obtained a radar echo at 12,700 yds. and
a8 plot reported target on sugpicion® eourse ship went to Action
Stations. Inereased speed to investigate. At 0124 target identi-
fied as H.M.A.85, "Lachlan". A% 0700 6th, entered Humboldt Bay and
refuelled. Departed Hollandia at 1017 Gﬁ. in company with HM.A.S.
"Mildnra®., At 1534 6th. in position 1°56'S.140922 'E. hit su ged
object (Letter to Naval Board No. N.B. 51 of 9th. April refersl.
At 155D 7th. arrived at Mios Woendi. Secured alongeide "Platypus”
and diver down to inspect damage. At 1857 anchored and commenced
boiler cleaning period. BgsSe A/S staff carried out repairs to 4/S
ear. Departed at 0830 12th, April. Arrived off Sorido at 1100 and
\ gm 1 B M:H.«ur boarded to carry ont am A/S trial. Irials reported
| satisfactory. Departed for Woendi at 1200. Arrived at Mios mnu
at 1355 12th. i.ghol and proceeded at 1250 13th. Anchored off
30:1“ at 1536 13th.
Weighed at 1735 14th. and procesded to escort Somvoy No. G.I. 21
ing of U.8.5. "George Berkley" (Commodore) & "Jamés A,
Bayard". Contacted U.S. Destreyer ort "E.A. Hml' detaghed
from convoy at 1415 l6th.
| Arrived off Sorido at 1418 17th, picked up Convoy Orders and proce-
\3,--\5\ eded at 1452 escorting Convoy Ho. B.G. 930A. Consisting of U.S.5.
W "Sea Barb"™ and U.8.5. "Sea Hay". Arrived at Moratai at 1043 19%th,
Refuelled -and anchored off Havy Wharf at 1500, [Helieved H.M.A.S.
"Bundaberg" at position ABLE lt 0900 20th.
On being relieved by HiM«A.S. "BUNDABERG"Tat 1335U20th. proceeded
to carry out & XL.d. sweep in chammel between Dodda & Galo Galoe
Island. ﬂenlcm geweeping at 1700 and at 1815 relieved H.M.A.S.
N "Bundaberg"” at position ABLR, Was relieved by H.M.A.S5. "Bundaberg"
\) at 0756 21lst., Relieved l.M.4.5. "Roskhampton" ot poai%ion BAKER
LJ at 0827 2lut. At 1725 22nd. wae relieved by E.M.i.5. "Cootamunda™,

Departed Moratai at 1902 22nd.
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At 2130 attached to convoy No. G.B. 76V. consisting of UeSeSe
'Oltionet Roberts" (Commodore ) & "Charles Steinmetz". Escorts
Ho,A.Sis "Bundajerg" (S.0.B.) & "Ararat". A% 1100 24%h. Convey
detached and proceeded in company with "Bundaberg™ to Woend 1.
Arrived at Woendi at 1843 24th, and anchored at 1910. (n 26th.
fuelled and stored ship and departed from Mios Woendi at 1422 25th,
Anchored in Sorido Lagoon 1633. Departed at 1728 25th. escoriing
Convoy B.G, 532 consisting of U.S.5. "Pulpit Rock" (Commodore ) .
U.Se8e "n‘ncn Gri}.ﬂith:lr mtls/s "Balikpapen". BEscorts H.lM.A.S's.
"Nildura" (S<0.E./) and arats. | .
Entiru Moratai Harbour-at 0850 28th, Relleved H.M.A.D, 'Bal:n" in
pﬁﬁitim ‘t 19151 Was l.'lllﬂtl u lH-H.A-B- "Townsville at
0840 30th, Weighed at 0842 and proceeded. Anchored off Navy
Wharf Moratai at 0926 30th. 1

Ths health of the ships company has been Very good.
on the last day of the month one stoker wa® hospitalised at 2nd/5th,
A.G.H,: Moratai with Haematuria and one stoker contracted a mild
attack of scabies. A4ll isolationary precautions taken. |

The conduct of the ships company has been exgcellent. |

No more condenser trouble has been experiemced during
the month but the awxiliary machinery is showing signs of rtqur-_-
ing a general overhaul.

” The ship® motor boat engine has been giving a

eat
“‘bl. v

amount of tropkle during the last four months and 1S now
Efforts will be made to obtain a marine Simplex Engine.

Distance steamed during month - 5,971 milese.
Hours under way " | Q. 564.65 hrs.
Ayerage mi les per %on 1228 M.P.1.
fotal distance steamed 68,5056 miles.
Totel houre under way 6,485.56 hrs.
Average speed 10.56 knots.
/]
y 7 ) 7 E
LIEUZ. ReAHRe ‘a)
COMMANDING OFF ICEE.
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Bepartment of The Navy.
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Rogal Anstralian Namy.
.. COMMANDING OFFICER - M&Ezﬁf

2nd Apri
Dt s . pll,1945. ................. Reference No.

Submitted for the information of the Naval Board :

Weighed anchor in Cleveland Bay at 0934, 1lst, and
proceeded into port. Secured to Harbour Trust Whatf, Townsville, at
1010, 1st. Half of ship's company sent away at a time for
recreational leave at Charters RBowers, for four days. Made one
unsuccessful attempt to put ship on slipway at 0630, 10th, but due
to docking party being unable to raise the rudder locking bar of
the slipway, attempy had to be abandoned. On 1lth, at 0700, ship
was successfully slipped., At 0850, ship high and dry. At 0825,14%th,
commenced to lower shidp down slipway. Ship water borme at 0910,

At 1700, 16th, ship ordered to prepare for sea to go to assistance
of 3.5. "Subigo", disabled in Coral Sea. General recall of liberty
men sent out and at 2000, 16th, ship slipped from berth and
procesded to sea with only two ratings missing. Due to high wind
and heavy sea and swell took shelter in lee of Palm Islands, at 0100,
17th. Contracted leaky condenser tube trouble and returned to
Townsville for repairs. Secured to wharf at 1326, 17th, and
commenced to carry out repairs. Slipped from wharf at 0900, 19th,
and proceeded to area of search for S.S. "Séhigo", E.5.E. of Grafton
Passage, Arrived outer end of Grafton Passage at 2330, 19th, and
commenced search. At 1310, 20th, received orders to proceed o
pick up survivors from Douglas aircraft crashed 130 miles south of
Port Moresby. Speed increased to 14 knots. At 1938, 20th, received
orders to resume search for "Subigo". +educed speed. At 1§229,213t,
received orders to proceed to position 13° 31 S, 145° 03* B, and
search for survivors of "Subigo". Increased speed to 14 knots,
Arrived at forementionedposition at 1000 22nd, and commenced to
carry out thorough search. Heduced speed. At 1010, 23rd, located
empty lifeboat in position 13° 49' §, 145° 25' E, No survivors,

At 1603; e3rd., located second empty lifebdat in position 13° 24t S,
145° 14! E. No survivors, At 2000 ship steaming on starboard

engine due to condenser trouble,
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At 0917, 24th, resumed steaming on two engines. At 1800, 24th
abandoned search as ordered by N.0.I.C. Townsville, and proceeéed to
Port Moresby for fuel and E.R. repairs. At 1423, éSth, secured to
wharf, Port Moresby. Engine Room staff gm opened up both condensers
during stay in Moresby and tightened up all condenser tube ferruls,
and tested same satisfactorily. Slipped from Moresby wharf at 1500
29+th, and proceeded to sea in company with H,M.A.S. "Mildura".
Detached from "Mildura" at 1325 31st, off Mitre Rock. Anchored off
Lae at 23%6, 3lst.

The health of the ship's company has been very good. Four cases of
dengue fever contracted whilst in Townsville were hospitalized in
\‘:\ “Hagrle-bic 1] s

The conduct of the ship's company has been excellent. No disciplinary
action was required during vessel's recreational period in
Townsville, and under the circumstances of the ship having been in
forward areas for nine months, I consider this exceptional.

Since last refitting in June, 1944, the ship has twice experienced
condenser trouble but these had been satisfactorily overcome.
Jowever, during this last month this trouble has given rise to concern,

Distance steamed during March : 2,579 miles

Hours under way » " 22%.,56 hours.

Average miles per ton:
Total distance steamed:

Total hours under way :

Average speed :

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Signead:

14,9 m.p,.%on
64,534 miles
6,118.,9 hours
10.54 knota,

, R.AN.R.(S).
COMMANDING OFFICER.
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Commonwealth of Australia.

Bepartment of The Naoy. /"\ \

Rogal Anstralian Namy.

Date.........2on Mareh, 1945 T e e R SRS O R
{
i SR SECRETARY TO THE NAVAL BOARD, NAVY OFFICE, . . .

Subject..... MONTHLY REPOT OF PROCEEDINGS, FEBRUARY, 1945,

...........................................................................................................................................................................................

Submitted for the information of the Naval Board:

“eparted from Woendi at 1445, 2nd, and anchored off
Sorido Roads at 1706, 2nd., On 3td February, embarked 2 RAAF ratings
and approximately 2 tons of RAAF gear for Moratai., Departed from
Sorido at 1430, 4th, escorting convoy Ho. B.G. 513 consisting of
J.8.S, "Carlos Carillo" (Commodore), "West Texas", "E,C.Gardiner",
"Noora", ®scorts H.M.A.Ss "Ararat( S,0.) and "Kapunda", At 1300, 7th, |
convoy entered Moratai Roads. Anchored off Naval wharf Moratai at |
1320, and disembarked RAAF personnel and gear. Anchored in position )
ABLF and assumed A/S., guard., At 2245, 8th, streamed a grass-line
to a sailing canoe containing three U.S. Flying Officers. The wind
had dropped and the canoe as being swiftly carried out to sea by
the “ide, At 2330, canoce secured alongside, Officers givena shakedownx
for tke night. Was relieved at position Able by H.M.A.S. Bundaberg,
at 0740, 10th. Weighed at 1735, 10th, and proceeded to rendezvous
outside the harbour to await convoy No. G.B. 733. Rendezvous effected
with G.B., 733, consisting of U.S.Tug "Vireo" towing three barges,
( Commodore), and L.C.I. 968, escorts H.M.,A.Ss "Ararat" (S.0.) and
"Kapunda". Detached from convoy at 1505, 13th, and proceeded to Mios
Woemdi escorting L.C.I., 968, as ordered by‘Por% Director, MNoratai.
Arrived in Woendi at 0910, 14th, Anchored at 0923, 14th, and
commenced boiler cleaning period.

Departed from Wodndi at 0846, 21st. Anchore  in Hansa
Bay at 0525, 23rd, and commenced embarking 83 soldiers. Embarkation
completed, weighed and proceeded at 0630I,23rd. At 0930,23rd, for
exercise dropged five depth charges in 160 fathoms in position
04923 S, 145° 21' B, All fired correctly, Anchored at Madmmg at
155iK, 23rd, and commenced disembarking sSoldiers, Departed fron
Madang at 1615K, 24th, “ecured alongside tanker "Brajara" in Yreger
H%rgggg at 0736K, 25th, and refuelled. qeparted from Dreger Harbour
a ‘

 —— o r—
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At 1410K, 26th, for exercise dropped one depth charge set to 50ft.,
in 70 fathoms of water in position 10° 53' S, 150° 32' E., This
charge failed to explode. Immediately after this charge was
released, the next charge in the rails (set to safe), jumped the
pawls, A reoprt of this is heing forwarded to the D.0.T.MN.

At 1505K, 28th, for exercise dropped three depth charges sef to
100 feet in 20 fathoms from the faulty rail in position 18~ 21' S,
146° 40' E, “harges all released correctly and all fired.

Anchored in Cleveland Bay at 2052K, 28th,

|

The health of the ship's company has been very good.,

" |
The conduct of the ship's company has been excellent, The

"talkie" pictures shown in H.M.A.S. "Platypus" every night are

rlvery much appreciated by the ship's company. |

Distance steamed for february: ’ . 3,334 miles

iours under way i " 306, 03 hours

>e.

Miles per Ton " Sy 12, 48‘miles
Total distance steamed : 61,955 miles
Total hours under way : 5,895+ 34 hours
Average speed 10, 5 knots,

Signed:

Ilieut al'l't R-ArH:R-(S)l
COMMANDING OFFICER,
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Commontvealth of Qustralia. A

Hepartment of The Naby.

Ropal Qustralian Naby.

4th Feb., 1945

Date......... i B ONORIOR N O ittt sy B s
oo IR 20 TOD RATAD DOMBN i e i
s R, A T .

Submitted for the information of the Naval Board:

Departed from Seeadler Harbour at 1702, 31lst Dec. Arrived

in Mios Woendi at 1597, 3rd Jan. Departed Woendi at 0904, 5th,
and anchored off Sorido at 1144, 5th. At 1307, 7th, weighed

and proceeded with Convoy No, B.G, 509; 8S.S. "Thomas Corwin"
(Commodore), and S.5."C,.W, Pasley", BEscorts H.M.A.Ss. Cootamindra
(5.0.E.), Stawell and Ararat. Arrived off Moratai at 0845, 10th,
and followed convoy into harbour. Assumed A/S. guard at positkon
Baker at 0942, 10th, At 0315, 11th, Red Warning. Closed up at
Action Stations. "All clear", and secured at 0342, Was relieved
at point Baker by H.M,A.S. Stawell at 1146, 12th, At 1258, 13th,
departed from Moratai, escorting U.S.S. "Dunback". ZEscorts
H.M,A.S3s. Cootamundra (S.0.E.), Stawell and Ararat. At 1230, 15th,
H.M.A.Ss. Cootamundra and Ararat detached from cohvoy, and proceeded
independently to Woendi, arriving at 0629, 16th, Carried out
A/S Guard inside boom entrance Woendi from 0800, 17th, to 0800,18th,
and from 1024,19th to 1030,20th. Departed Wsendi at 1247,20%h,
and arrived Sorido at 1545,20th. At 1744, 2Yth, departed with
Blak section of Convoy G.l. 4, consisting of U.S.S, "Maui"(Commdre.)
‘Cape lNeredith", "Dilworth", "W,.C.Atwater", "M,McCarven", and

Sam Jackson". Escorts H.M.A.Ss. Stawell and Ararat, Stawell as
50,E., Effected contact with convoy G.1l.4, at rendezvous with the
aid of the 272 Radar Set during heavy rain and poor visibility,
H,M,A,Ss. Stawell and Ararat detached from convoy at 0940, 21st, and
returned to Sorido, arriving at 1343, 21st,

Departed Sorido at 1603, escorting Convoy B G 511, consisti
of U.8.8. "Minnie M;Fiske“,(CGmmédore), and "Joseph.M;Care§". -
Escorts H.M.A.Ss Stawell and Ararat, Stawell as S,0.E. Arrived at
Iﬁﬁgatgi ag 0220,243?, and followed convoy into harbour. Assumed

. Guard at position Baker at 1200, 24th, Was relieved at B
by H.M.A.S. Colac, at 1255, 27th. ; g
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Départed from Moratai at 1857, 27th, accompanying H,M.A.S. Stawell
on independent passage to Woendi. Carried out 4 inch. H,A.

- practice shoot at 1630, 28th, using star shell as target. Arrived
at Woendi at 1550, 29th,

The health of the ships company has be:-n very good., There
has been an epidemic of common colds throughout the ship, due to
a cool change expreienced for a few days during the month. One
case of acute appendiditis was hospitalized in H,M,A,S. Manoora
and an operation carried out, Patient progressing satisfactorily.

The conduct of the ships company zhs been excellent. A
quoda of beer for ships company was obtained from H,M.A.S., Wilecannia,

and the issue of beer to the ships company greatly contributes to
the contentment of all,

Distance steamed during January: 3,496 miles,
Hours under way " " : / 341,8 hrs.
Miles per ton : 19,1 - . P.%.
Total distance steamed since
commissioning: 58,621 miles.
Total hours under way " ": ' 5,589.31 hrs,
Average speed : 10, 35 knots,
/] /]
W/
l, : Ry
e
Signed: =
Lieutenant, R.A.N,R.(S).

COMMANDING OFFICER,
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COMMANDING OFFICER, H.N,A.S.

._ 5rd November, 1944
' SECRETARY TO THE NAVAL BOARD.
MONTHLY REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS, OCTOBER, 1944‘:

Submitted for the Anformation of the Naval Board. W

At 1615 on 5th Oct,, weighed and proceede to =
escort #.3. "Hinton, R, Holp;r'. 53; puun;_’r through :oo:.tfr trance
I received a u@:}'umm me to join D,E, 202 as he had a sub
contact while on « patrol off the entrance, |
D.E, 202 and later with H.¥,A.S, "Hawkesbury",
search at 15 knots., At 2150 was ordgred to detach fx |
proceeded to rendezvous fosidz. 00~ 43' 8, 149° 10' E, Effected

rendezvous with Task Uni at 1513 6th Oct, Ships XK1

( Commodore ), X 121, K 75, and K 107 detached from Tas} E:E?ut
1615 and H.H.i.s. "Ararat" assumed escort for these ships to Mamus,
Convoy entered Seeadler Harbour at 0600, 7th Oct, Intered Seeadler
Harbour at 0613, Wei hed at 1600 on m%h Oct., and proceeded to
carry out an A/S., patrol in the approaches to Seeadler Harbour.

Was relieved of patrol at 1840 Oct and proceeced to
Tendezvous position 2° 521 8, 148° 15' E, Rffected rendegvous with
U. 3; ht' . m:u‘ gllwk" nﬂ 04% 13th, and procee ed to escort
:::4 Rty B i mmnﬂm.ﬂmf

| Approached Kaniet Islands from the west at 0400, 14
. ﬂwm the islands, and at 0600 landed an armed Wmur

he command of Iieut. E,l, Jeanes consisting of ten ratings and

7 officers, to comply with orders received to search for a

pected Japanese Radio Location, H,¥,A.S. "Arvarat" stood"close

e s T avea .  pov party. A% 1115 shore party commenced
0. | ﬂf; oceeded to investigate Sa Islands, 15 ﬁ:ﬁ:‘i’é the N=-W, Completed
5 Ty tication of Sae Islands at 1310 with negati ;

¥ /4 31 negative results.,

o Ly }';‘““EB.W nt:gmd :;1 ;ﬁp at 1700, %o no signs of
AT attacked by e B A S
l; hh

| but the party was na | | .
arms and ammunition m:mm:: 4 affer tramping 10 miles with

23 ;

FI-

¥
4= 3
L |
L |
- |
i
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Ariived at Seeadler Harbour at 0505, 15th, and refuelled. Leparted
- from Seeadler Harbour at 1155 l?th’en rﬁﬁte to Madang to pick up
~ mew A/S, oscillator., Anchored in ladang at 0800, 18th. At 2310, on
J.Bthj- welghed and proceeded at full speed to the assistance of
- HN,A.S. "Geelong" At 0825, 19th, in position 05° 56' N, 147° 31t E
passed through floa debris consisting of French Float, dan buoy
spar and pellets, s and timber, No sign of damaged vessel in
given position of accident at 1030, Procee ed to carry out a
sweeping search towards Langemak. At 1243 was informed by American
P.C, boat that H,M,A.S. "Geelong" had sunk, all hands saved. Proceecde:
Yo Langemak, Arrived at Langemak at 1420, 19th, Departe. from
Langemak at 9520 2&511 s With eight officers and sixty-four ratings
ex H, M.A.S. Geaimg on passage, Anchored in Madang Harbour at
1700, 20th, and disembarked personnel, Departed from Nadang at
1220, 21st, Arrived in Seeadler Harbour at 1000, 22nd, Departed
from Seeadler Harbour at 1722, 22nd en route to Ninigo Islands to
pick up natives reputedly short of food, lieut, Booker ( A.N.G.A.U.)
embarked, Anchored off Longan Island Ninigo, at 1000 23»d, Iieut.
Booker and landing party proceedei ashore. The par ”

ded at 1555, Anchored off Maron
. At 0725 motor boat

- was "Natava"(?)., He and two other natives set out from Ocean Island
1500 miles away, to get away from the Japanese, One of the natives
died from exposure, and the other one was Taken from the canoce by
sharks, Natava stated that he had been "seven moons” on pas |
He was very weak and in an emaciated condition. Medical atten én
was given him and he was then placed in care of A.N.G.A.U.

Embarked 54 natives for S to Manus 1220
!a_igh_ad and proceeded at 1528, 24th.pairrias.ad at Sﬁﬁl:;&r SHarbeus
at 0512, 25th, and disembarked natives at 0700, At 1622 of 26th,
ssed tho | Eﬂﬁm Eﬂ’ﬁeﬂiﬂ onvoy consisting of U,.S5,.,S8. "Naos"
- Commodore ), "Arided", U,".C.G, ka", and 5.5, "Weltevreden".
Escorts H.M,A.S. "Ararat” { S,0.E.) and S.C. 750, Arrived off
Eggs:;tzgzguge, Palau gg.mr;i;, at 0545 s 31st, Vetached from eonvoy
. ’ . s om
and watered, Anchored at 1658, . T * oy

The health of the ship's eemany_-

o -

.- -

despite the fact that no fresh fruit or yesetablos Tas b

available, The ship's Comapny was vaccinated whilst in Madang,

i -
L 5 .
B o i o

-
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‘ ~ Roygal Anstralian Nafy.
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position 2931'S
the water a long
with its nose

failed a to to my chall anges < |
guns trﬁ;l” ?hoy “MML mitmﬂm:i‘ me th
A b Tepur o (o samad statien;  Ctond ofd shore gm 1/5 93150l
s g gl e ' oFe 4r ' ped one white flare
2045'8 164°0U0'E an aeroplanc showing l.¥.F. drop Sk e VRESE SIS
| e water and 2 achate flares. at Z0<0i 0 _ Ay 24
;Ft::t“;; ‘udia .l- Ctrrm/a?t ::tht;;:. ::;.} :mrt:ohiﬂ‘i ::;3.3
Fo A.R.55/2/6 & 4A.B. 36/2/5 < A Suing U8 M s
resnlts were not observed. Carried ou orough gear Rt e
| | Ke g 27th in peeition 175075 A0\ _ |
:unr“.:l;:r:: mi:higaﬁnaﬂn by two U.S. destroyers. arrived
in Seeadler Haxrbour at 1145K 28th. (arried out repairs to boller
brickwork throughout Satarday 29th, Leparied Ix .
/ escorting tankere "MONKOULA s DuskLisG at
Ak ve et w ort T at 14
;:i;c{.}tﬁ:‘;gt':::lwt di!uti wexre experienced ui.;i t;;p_ x::‘iﬁ:
( g'am;”'aupm*tu gause is jn-alty American mmitlamf 100 a‘ D
H at 14.&)3:. '.,_-fﬂim on _mnm. to Milne Bay via mm Ke

i _' -I - - | .:
ihe health of the ships company hae been Vvery good
(ne rating wae :r:nt to hospital in Lilne 3Jay with Acunn

f J---[J 5’ ihe condnet of the ihlu gompany has been mﬂ.lﬂt.
| rﬁ.{,ﬁ.. s | i

&wd / ﬁ ;'if'{‘ - Distance steamed during April 3,596 Ii_i_ln .

/ f‘;} Ve _l. S : L - w3 a'

A~ Hours under way S5 - £B7.79% HTrse
Average kiles per ton 1222 K21
iotal vistance steamed eince Commisss <9, 060 lilee.

"  Houre under way . . 2,883,275 Hrs.
| W a £ g 11 " 3 n“‘

wyeraga-ereet AVITREE speed
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mmm QFPICER, H.M.A.5. "ARARAL"
- m) april, "4 B i
| MW Haval Bnura. fﬂfy 'T; &MM@)

Bnesdi, LEPGRY & .‘;m D1HGE o e :
e i g il - N g adn - e ; 1 - . L # R Py .-t -i-;- 1
L

- \s _ | . . - J
| M for the In:lu-thu ot the luu sSoard. W

At o8UTL. 6th hreﬁ donrtu frem Cajirne and m

'iﬁ"‘gtin trafton rn.:ag- to assist in searching for suspee mﬁﬂ
| ~ Sabmar company w HebloAsoo "ROCRAMPY 13 Gm
| (D) trameferred to H.M.a.S. "ARAEAS" from Eaﬁb. -&m

| 2108L. &.mu' out 'mlm &lﬁ patrol acecross Graftem
with Hoii.a.8 ad LA 7th. transferred Commander (D
- to HeksAuBae -, LLARAL™ ant thn ontinaed "'mgu chain” ntm
with H.0.4.8. onus o 4t 3114 procee tQ sea M {'S
.-ﬂ'ﬂil!JMa ‘Wﬂlmi ‘ORI STON" d
HelleAsS ed thr

proc ulh
tuc.nt from 'maw at
arrived in h:lm at 03001.. 8th, |

Entered U.8. Floting Doek at 1005L. 8th, luth m
shipe company employed im cleaning, scraping and painting ship's
bottom. Left Dock at (0945L, 1llth. . |

Peparted from Cairns at 1645i. llth. accompanied by

oW 4.5, "IOWRSVILLE" . Made rendezvous with E.M.A.5's "KANIMBIA" &
"KANCORA" off Fitzroy lsland and transferred mail and ntqt at
1815L. 4% 1915L prnnud. HYE.A.8.'8s "4ARARAT" (3.0.E.) L0HLS-
VILLE" umm-t HeblohoS'®2. "KANIEBIA" (8.0.) & 'luam'. Entered
China Otraits O8Z5L. 13th, and instructed H.M.a.S5. "ICWNSVILLER"
t. proceed to Milne Bay. H.k.A.5. "ARARAT" detached from H.M.4.5's
"KANIMBLA & MANOORA" and proceeded at 14 kts. on route to langemak
5ay. Shipe maln refrigeration plant broken down due to leaking gas
pipe in cold chamber. At OL. 13th, Hl.a.5, "ARALAL" eovertaken
y HoWodhoS'e, "EAGIMBLA & WANCORA" escorted by 2.C. 476 and attach
-d to nm‘ﬂ. at um l4th, 2.0, 476 diseovered to be no longer

ecapany. At 07204, 2.0, <76 sighted rejeoining convoy. Ancheored
h kegim anehorage at 1185L, 14th, Departed from Megum Harbour at
1450L. 14th. and arrived in lLangemak Say at 1615L. hefuellied.

Lue %o the able .seistance of the Emgineecr Officer of
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. U.S. Tanker “"VICTIORIA" the shine refrigerating plant in working
= '-r‘.-r i-ﬂ- 1‘“1

Entertained Brig. General Johns (U.S. Lm, and
Hi!_.jo: Jackeson (A.I1.F.) 4.D.C. to lunch on board on the 1l6th. Q
darch, _. -
| Departed from emak Bay at 1647L. 16th. esecorting
L.C.4's 259 & 400. Arrived at Arawe at 0832L. 17th. Departed from
Arawe at 2050L. 17th. escorting L.C.i's 259 & 40U. arrived inm
Langemak Bay at 0850L. 18th. Departed from lLangemak Bay at 1036L.
19th, escorting "TIMUSHENKO" (iassy VI failed to Joinl. Passed
through Dampier Straits at 1850L. arrived at Cape Gloucester at
0945L. 20th. Departed from Cape Gloucester at 1457L. 20%h, Drop-
oed Depth Charge for exercise at 17CUL in position 5920'S 148°
20"'E, Exploded correctly. Entered Vittiez Straits at Z2100L. Z0th.
Sighted H.hi.a.5. "WARREGO" with convey proceeding North at OClS5L.
2lst. arrived in langemak Hay at 0730L. 2lst. Departed from
langemak h! atl750L. 25rd. Escorting Convey HNo. L.G. 10 consistin
| -8 of"ANHUI (Commodore) and 4.2.C. 3. via Vittiez Straits.
- Sighted Hell.A.5. "WaihEGO" at UZ45L. 24th, arrived at Cape Glouece~-
- ster at 1130L. 24th, Departed at 1325L.24th. Clear of Dampier
4 Straits at 1825L. Arrived at arawe at 0740L. 25th, and delivered
:. gafe hand mail to 2orxrt Director. Departed at 11l6i. ut‘i At
| 1131L. 26th. was requested to stop by U.S5. Motor launch and gave
passage to Brig. General Cunningham (U.S. army) and two Staff
| - officers. 1137L. iransfer completed and proceeded. 4% 1750L: Ste-
/ ering failed. Steering by hand gear. arrived in langemak Bay at
: 1630L, 25th, Steering gear thoroughly overhauled.

‘ Transferred 70 tons -l_tppre:mtolﬂ of fresh water to
UsS. Tanker "VICIQORIA"™ during the day of 29th. March and replenis<
hed in Finseh Harboor. .

The health of the ships company has been very goeod.

Fresh provisions have been readily supplied from
the american Haval Store lLangemak « ihis has been of great
asgistance to the ship on account of a large quantity of ships
provisions, procured in Cairms, having to be condemned due %o
the failure of the ships refrigerating plant,

| fhe conduct of the ships company has been excellent.
Swimming i®s enjoyed by all and great keeness exisis between this
gship and other H.k.i. Shipe in this area with whome we have suee-
cessfully played water polo matches and rowed whaler races.

fhrough the co operation of the 4.1.F. in lLangemak
 Area two parties of officers and Chiefs and petty officers have
visited a few of the old hattle fields ashore and it is anticip-
ated that arrangements will be made to take one third of the
gships company at a time on similar visits when convenient.
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HOYAL AUSIHALLIAN NAVY.
From COMMANDING OFFICER, HeoM.A.0. "ARARAI", %
Date 4th, n.“hlr. 43 Bef. Ho. H.B. 2. /

0 Bavy Board throogh HAVAL OFFICER IN/CHARGE, BRISBANE,

"SERLEKBER"

wed., Sept. lst, to Jxd. "Working up" at Broken Bay. lLetter to N.0.
I.C. Sydney S5.4. Srd. September 1943.

Fri. Sept Brd. 1620, Entered Sydney Harbour.

Mon. iept, 6th., Chief Staff Ufficer, Sydney inspected ship and
Ship'e Company. 3
1540 S1lipped and procecded to sea to carry out 4 gum
1935, Hetarned to harbous.

ines., Sept. 7th, 1200 Slipped from Buoy and proceeded to sea on
paseage to Brisbane. , p
2115 cizhted saspicious 112&1 in Josition 3205625 152
%8'E, Hande to "action stations". Light discovered to
be caleiam flare., Letier 10 H.V.l.C. Brishane S.1. 9th.
September,

Wed. Sept. 8th. Sea Jassage.

Thurs. Sept. 9th., 0922. Anchored off Caloundra., 1020. iransferred
injured yating to L.L. 618. 1603, mliyr awveigh. 1615
American Submarine Liaison Officer & 4/5 Ufficer aboard.
Leit to earry out A/S exercises with U.S. Submarine 5.290,

Fri. Sept 10th. 0660 Kendezvous with Y.M. 355. A/S Exercises.
i ’ 0938, Hendezvous with 2.C. 479. 2855 Steering gear Jjammed.

Sat. Sept. 1llth, 0002, Steer gear all elear. 0C235. Stopped
' off Caloundra. 050V. 2roceeded to sea with Dubmarine.
0941 Steering gear jammed. Into hand steering. 1145,
Steering gear all clear. resumed A/S exercises with
Sobmarine. 1620 Completed exerciees., 2117. anchored off

Caloundra.

Sun Sept. 12th, to funes. l4th. Sept. Fueled & stored ship at
drisbane.

lues., Seot. l4th. 0930. S1ipped from “atricke Wharf. 1410. anche
. : ored off Caloundra. 1505 “roceeded io sea. afs gatrol.
Await convoye 1710 Convoy <eke 1z TOrming up e Seven .
Ships. "KEANUC", "THEURES", "JaNE B. McPHERSON","Hunlablm,
"BURWAK"  "CONRAD KOHRS" & ‘mFm'( Commodore) Escorts
HoModeSe "LITHCOW™ (Act. S.0.) 8.C. 741 & S.C. 735,

hed., Sept. 16th. 1656, Left «.k. 12 to investigate HeOelevoB'e r.""’r
. ort of vessed aground off Sandy Cape Shoal. 5aip aground
not located pefore dark but aireraft us puait}ol &
;7; sontact wae mede with 20" lamp. %he ship wae "voseph
A, Holmes. Letter to N.V.l.C. Brisbane 5.2, Zine septe
covers operations between 15th & ZUth. Sept. 1940.
Proceeded to patrol Morthexn area of Breaksea Spit.

fhare., Sept. 16th. 0630 Cloeed to vieinity of grounded vessel.
0810, Went into grounded veesel to render practieal
asgistance. My motor boat sounding ahead. UBSB. Heaving |
lines passed to to vessel. VU9, Lime to"Joseph 4. Holmee
parted on account of too stromg a tide. ‘osiponed further
assistance on acecount of tide. ‘roceeded to deeper water
and to patrol area North of Breaksea Spit. 1430 In V/s

.range of grounded vessel. 15v““atrolling

= e o & : . =
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Fri. Sept. 17th. (30 Closed "Joseph a4, HolmeB" prepared to render
forther ascsistance but macter signalled at 0720 to say he
had main engine trouble. “roceeded to Batrol North of Break-
sea Spit. 1515 Made contact with Salvage lug "ITANCRED", Passed
all navigational data. Accompanied tug to grounded vessel.
Stood by whilst "i14NCLED" investigated. 1830. 2roceeded to
patrol area Lorth of Spit. -

Sat Sept. 18th, 0636, Closed to viecinity of grounded veszel. UR30.
log "LRANCEED" gecured to grounded vessel. 0820 Jug attempting
to move "J.A, Holmes".: 1107. iog has wire around propeller.
Went in to assist., 1225 Passed line to tug. 1345, Llug "LTALCRED"
in tow. Proceeding to Urangan.

Sun. Sept. 19th., 0935 Pilot boarded off Channel ilqy. 1220 lug secured
alongside Wharf. 1245. Secured alongeide Urangan Wharf,

Mon. Sept. 20th, 1627 Slipped from Wharf, 1745, Passed Channel Buogy.
frogceeded to Hendeszvoune.

ines. Sept. 21lst. U530, Contacted S.C. 741. Elihtll ﬂnﬂﬂt{ beve 13
off Elliot 1sland consisting of four ships,f "CIliY ¥
FORT WORTH", "VERA" (Commodore) "O0ZARK"™ & "EMPIRE HAMBLE".
0745, io00k over escort & dutiee from H.,M.A.S5. "GEFLONG"(S5.0.)
?E“t now coneiet of EH.M.A.S. "ARARAT",(8.0.) 8.C. 650, &
e 741,

Wed. Sept. 22nd. V60U Convoy forming order 2 to enter harboar. U70u
all convoy inside harbour. 1200 Secured to lewstead wharf,
Fuelling. 1435 Secgured to Lighthouse wharf.

Fri., Sept. Z4th, V600 Slipped and proceeded to "Rendezvous" off Calou-
ndra with H.M.4.85, "WARREGQO" and carried out Oerlikon & Vieckers
practice a.4A, Shoot on sleeve target. 1457. Carried out 4" gun
L.4, shoot on target in Moreton Bay. 1828 Anchored off Calound~-
I'ae

Sat. Sept, 25th., 1025 . Weighed anchor amd carried out 4" A.a, praetice
shoot on sleeve target with H.M.A.S5., "WARREGO". 1234. anchored
off Caloundra. 1545. Weighed anchor and proceeded to sea to
ecarry out A/S mweep prior to convoy “.k. 15 leaving harbour,
1600 Convoy wele 15 leaving haroour in cruising order lio., 2.
fhree Shipe "BONIEKOR", "MARTSUYCKER" (Commodore) & "SKAGERAK".
Escorte H.M.A.S5. "ARARAI", P.C, 476, S.0. 741 & S.C. 737,

1745. Cruising Order No. 1. 2100 . informed "BONIEKOE" of
light showing amidships.

Sun. 26th Sept. 0420 lLarge snknown merchant ship passed through convaey
on oppoeite course. 1705 Handed over Senior VUfficer Escort
to P.C, 476 and left convoy to return to Brisbane vide N.0.I.C.
B's signal.

Mon. 27th, ‘Sept. 0909 Entered Harbour, 1345 Secured alongeide H.M.A.S.
"LITHGOW"™ at Hewstead, Fuelling. 1520 Berthed alongside
HM.A.8« "GEELONG"™. Lighthouse Wharf.,

fues., 28th, Sept, V915 Slipped from H.l.4.8. "GEELOUNG" & proceeded down
river to Pile Lt. 1102 Zipe Light, 1128. informed by cignal
that M.L. 816 is standing by drifting mine. Warmed ships to
be on lookout. 1151. Convoy weighing and proceeding in Cruisi-
ng order Ho. 2. 1445 Ordered by H.M.A.S. "VENDEILA" to assume
duties of Benior Ufficer Emcort. 1530. Convoy K.le 16 proceed-
ing out of harbour in order lo.2, coneisting eleven ships. .
"DUNDULA" , "COLOURADO™ "NANGOLA" ,"BALIERPAZAN" H.N.i«5. "BUNGA-
KEE", "TAEBEA"," DUNLROGE" (Commodore) "GHLLN GABLES PAKK",
-W‘ "JOHN E"Jﬂa', & Ledesls 170. Escorts H.M.A.5. "VENDELTA"
"ARLAERAL" , P.C's 1122, 1123, & 85.C. 650. 1647 . Convoy Saking
up Cruising Order lLo.l. |
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Wed29th, Sept, V7TW Jagsing Lefe 15 HeMsAd.S5¢ "LITHGOR™

fhure 30th Sept. 0323, ?assing lady Elliot Island. H.M.A.5. "VENDEZZA"
left convey. 0B30 "BALILiV.2AN" reported she had set adrift a
wreeked lifeboat. 1040 Convoy disposed off Bustard Head. 1350
Anchored off Jenny Lind Buoy. ?.C's 1122, 1123, & 5,0, 650
proceeded to Gladstone., 2130 S,0, 650 passed my sailing orders 1
by line then proceeded to sea with 2.0's. 1122 & 1123 to 4/8
sweep, 2501 Weighed & proceeded to carry out A/ eweep to sea-
ward. L.%. 16 coming cut of harbour in order 2. 2340 Convey in
eruising order Ho. l. Sroceeded,

The conduect of the Ship'e Company has been very good indeed.

The health of the Ship'e Company has been satigfactory. One
case of suepected "Scabies" was reported on the last day of the month.

It has been most gratifying to me that the engine room depart-
g.n: discovered the canse of the frequbnt jamming of the steering gear on
pt. 12th,
The fault was discovered to be a splift pin at a knuekle joint
of the steering rod dropped out occasionally and catching in the stee-

ring rod guard plating.

Listance steamed during September 35401 Miles.

Honre under way . . 3?5'3 ‘Z’W

Average miles per ton 15.9 Miles.

lotal Distance Steamed eince Commiesioning(Juné 16th.) @2?5’
lotal Houre under way " 2 R . ) JEa "M

Ao Es (8)
C OMMARD OFF
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