AWMY78

Reports of Proceedings,
HMA Ships and Establishments

HMAS ARCHER

Item number: 36/2

Title: January 1971 - December 1972

AWM78-36/2

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO/72845



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO/72845



s

N

Cof 8

PPW// 5

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

KEHER Report of Proceed;‘ngsgad"?/
Sk

7 R
dschetard] °

ks

2,

AS(NS) (NS55) Az

NOTES:

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

AI

S v

This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

The report will be given again to Baord Members
with Director's comments if there is any matter
of special interest in those comments.

Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.

If any matter requires comprehensive treatment on
reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above.
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| ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY | b
TELEPHONE: HG OFFICE OF THE Colmnanding,

350444 . | FLAG OFFICER IKKERAREE
3 : EAST AUSTRALIA AREA,
GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W., 2000

—_

| N1/16/280

{ MAR 1371

The Secretary,
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY.

HMAS ARCHER — REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
JANUARY, 1971

The report of proceedings of HMAS ARCHER for the
month of January, 1971, is forwarded for the information of
the Naval Board.

24 Due to the RANR leave period sea training was carried
out only during the final week-end of the month, in the Sydney -
Port Stephens area, from Sunday, 30th January to Monday, 1st

February. During this period the ship was manned by Charlie
crew under the command of LCDR R.O. Albert, RANR.

st

REAR-ADMIRAL
# Enclosure: Appendix 'A'.
For Information:

Flag Officer Commanding,
H,M. AUSTRALIAN FLEET.

Commander,
AUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARE AND PATROL FORCES.
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APPENDIX 'A'

Distance steamed during the month:-

30 = 31 January 115.7 miles

Hours underway during the month:-
30 = 31 January 10 hours 13 minutes

Total distance steamed since commissioning:-
101971-3 miles

Total hours underway since commigsioning:-
875 hours 13 minutes
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NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

B. The report will be given again to Baord Members
with Director's comments if there is any matter
of special interest in those comments,

C. Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.

D. If any matter requires comprehensive treatment on
reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above.
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OYAL AUSTRALIAN N

TELEPHONE: OFFICE OF THE
FLAG OFFICER INENAREEOMManding

35.0444
EAST AUSTRALIA AREA,
IN REPLY QUOTE N1/ 1 6/ 280, GARDEN ISLAND, N.5.W., 2000

NAVY REGIST;B"E ;

The Secretary, 3 U MAR 187
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY.

H.M.A.S. ARCHER - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - FEBRUARY, 1971

1. The Report of Proceedings of H.M.A.S. ARCHER for the
month of February, 1971, is forwarded for the information of

the Naval Board.

2 On the 1st February, the ship was in Port Stephens,
on the last day of the Australia Day Week—-end Cruise. The
ship returned to WATERHEN and secured at 1555 1st February, 1971.

3. Between 14th February and 26th February, the ship
carried out Annual Continuous Training. The Report of Proceedings
for this period is attached as an enclosure to this letter.

REAR-ADMIRAL.

G&W Enclosure: H.M.A.S. ARCHER letter of 2nd March, 1971.

For Information:

Flag Officer Commanding,
H.M. AUSTRALIAN FLEET.

Commander,
AUSTRALTAN MINE WARFARE AND PATROL FORCES.
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St 5340
ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

TELEPHONE:

REF, Na.

H.M.A.S. ARCHER
at SYDNEY

2nd March, 1971.

The Flag Officer Commanding
FAST AUSTRALIA AREA

H.M.A.S. ARCHER — REPORT OF PROC
PERIOD 14-2-71 to 26-2-71

s

HDINGS

DAL,

I have the honour to report the proceedings of
HoM.A.S5. ARCHER whilst under my command from 14th to 26th

Februaxry .

Qo The ship was employed on the training of Reserve
officers and sailqrs and participated in Fleet Trials.

3 e The projected visit to Bundaberg was cancelled as
the port was closed due to flooding in the Burnett River.

4, Storing was carried out on 13th February, and the
experience of the officers and sailors with the ship, enabled
ARCHER to sail from WATERHEN for Gladstone at 1000K on 1l4th

February.

Oe As the weather was favourable and the Ship's Company
had settled in well, no call was made to Port Stephens and
the ship anchored in Coffs Harbour at 0153 on 15th.

6 . Due to the unfavourable south easterly weather and
the presence of two cyclones, the ship remained uncomfortably
at anchor until 1345 on 16th when she proceeded to Brisbane
arriving at 1000 on 1l7th. A call was made on NOIC Queensland
and all facilities required were made available by H.M.A.S.

e Although the weather reports were not favourable for
a direct passage to Sydney, it was felt that one day in
Brisbane was sufficient during a limited A.C.T. and after
consultation with local authorities, the ship sailed for
Tangalooma at 1312 on 18th.

8. Conditions in Moreton Bay were unpleasant and after

checking the magnetic compass, the ship anchored off the old
Whaling Station at 1538,

e/
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O The site is now occupied by a holiday resort and
ofter conferring with the manager, leave was granted from
2000 until 2300 and the ship was open to visitors the
following day. A radio telephone was gvailable ashore for
contact with NWOIC QLD and the Brisbane Weather Bureau.

10. The weather appeared to be improving and the ship
weighed and proceeded for Sydney at 1702 on 19th Februaxry.
Passace was made through the North East Channel and although the
wind was only Force 3, some impressive seas were encountered in
the outer leg of the channel.

¥ 5 N The ship proceeded well clear of Cape lioreton and sedt
course for Sydney. However the wind increased to FPorce 5 with
an uncomfortable combination of sea and swell so 1t was decided
to return to Moreton Bay via Caloundra. ZEven in the North West
Channel the sea state made steering difficult and it was
gignificant that an outward bound merchant ship was being

led by the pilot steamer. The ship anchored off Cowan Cowan

at 2226.

126 At 0900 the following morning, the ship shifted to
the Tangalooma anchorage to facilitate communication. We
were later in company with H.M.A.S. GAYUNDAH and ADROIT and
I called on Captain 0. R. May at 0815 on Qlst February.

13, The ship then berthed on GAYUNDAH and received two
tons of fresh water. After conferring with Captain Nay and
studying weather forecasts, the ship sailed for Sydney at
1150 and as the weather continued to moderate, the ship
berthed at WATERHEN at 1542 on 22nd February.

| 14. Several defects required attention and on completion
ot 1130 on 23rd, the ship sailed for Jervis Bay and berthed on
H.M.A.S. BUCCANEER at 1759 after a wet and uncomfordable passage.

15, Acting on instructions received from ICIR H. E. Jones,
ARCHER sailed as OTC in company with H.I.A.5. AWARE and
BUCCANEER at 0830 on 24th February to carry out a simulated
Torpedo attack on Fleet units. Radar and radio silence was
observed and the ships kept close in shore until off Greenwell
Point when they were ordered to proceed independently to their
gsectors.

16, BUCCANEER had to return to Jervis Bay with a main
engine defect and the sea conditions made visual sighting
difficult. However H.M.A.S. BRISBANE was sighted but as the
Force did not approach closer than about five miles to the
given Reference Point, the ship was 15,500 yards from the
tarzet when simulated torpedos were fired at 1204.

N £
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17 The ship berthed on BUCCANEER in Jervis Bay at 1440
and sailed again at 0930 the next day with AWARE and BUCCANEE
(0.T.C.) for a simulated missile attack on Fleet units off
Bateman's Bay. As BUCCANEER had indicated his intention to
return to Sydney that night, ARCHER proceeded independently
on comgletion of the attack at 1145 and anchored in Broken Bay
at 1935.

18, The decision to proceed direct to Broken Bay enabled
the ship to be within easy passage of WATERHEN where we were
due at 1200 the next day. The EAXP called for sailing from
Jervis Bay at 0700 with arrival at WATERHEN at 1200 and in
view of the prevailing weather, it is doubtful if this
programme could have been met.

19, ARCHER sailed from Broken Bay at 0935 and berthed
on the 0.F.L. at WATERHEN at 1151.

General Remarks

Whilst the ship did not visit Bundaberg or Gladstone
as originally planned, the A.C.T. was valuable in that it
provided more seagoing and Fleet exercise experience than in
some of the earlier A.C.Ts. The RANER personnel, one POUW
and one ICK, soon settled in although seasickness hampered
the cook's efforts at sea.

The ship was under way on each day of the A.C.T. and
a good variety of berths, anchorages and shiphandling situations
was experienced. The weather was generally unfavourable but
the ship and her company experienced no real difficulty except
for a tendency for the main engines to overheat at the high
speed necessary in the second exercise.

The health, morale and general behaviour of the Ship's
Company was of a high standard and we were grateful for the
loan of SBLT P. Lashgo from STALWART and RO Hellier from

K.[JTTABIIJ °©

I have the honour to be,

S g

COMMANDING COFFICER

Enclosure: Appendix A
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For Information
Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S. WATSON

Commander, Australian Mine Warfare and Patrol Boat Force
Commanding Officer (Reserves)
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APPENDIX 'A'

Distance steamed during the month:-

1st February 105.6
14th - 26th February 1350.5 1456.3 miles

Hours underway during the month:-

1st February Te21
14th - 26th February 95.26 102 hours 47 minutes
Total distance steamed since commissioning: 12,427.6 miles

Total hours underway since commissioning: 978 hours 00 minutes.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1072845



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

18 )e/27¢61

HMAS ARCHER Report of Proceedings /TARCH 7/
__-RS(NS__%;;; /s
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AS(NS) (NS%“?:‘

NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
' see these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

B. The report will be given again to Baord Members
with Director's comments if there is any matter
of special interest in those comments,

C. Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.

D. If any matter réquires comprehensive treatment on
reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above.
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY /5

TELEPHONE: MHG

offick of THE Commanding,
35.0444

FLAG OFFICER IEKCEBERRE,

EAST AUSTRALIA AREA,

IN REPLY QUOTE GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W., 2000

N1/16/280

The Secretary, | L g MAY 197t
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY.

HMAS ARCHER - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS -
MARCH 1971

1. The report of proceedings of HMAS ARCHER for the
month of March, 1971 is forwarded for the information of the
Naval Board.

2o On Saturday 6th March a major NBCD exercise for the
benefit of all Seamen sailors who serve in the ship was carried
out alongside HMAS WATERHEN. On Sunday 7th March the ship
exercised in the Sydney - Broken Bay area under the command

of LCDR C.H. Longstaff, RANR, carrying out Navigation Training
for Sub-Lieut enants, RANR.

2 Sea-training was carried out in the Sydney - Broken Bay
ares over the week—-end 13th - 14th March with Bravo crew under
the command of LCDR R. Bishop, RANE.

4. A furfher period of training was carried out in The
Port Stephens area over the week-end 20th - 21st March with
Alpha crew under the command of LCDR E. Bryden-Brown, RANR.

~—" REAR-ADMIRAL

R,{ Enclosure: Appendix

For Information:

Flag Officer Commanding,
H,M, AUSTRALIAN FLEET,

Commander,
AUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARE AND PATROL FORCES.
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AP PENDIX

Distance steamed during the month:-

Tth March 104.2
13th - 14th March 203.6
20th - 21st March 202.5 510.3 miles

Hours underway during the month: -

Tth March T.29
13th - 14th March 15.00
20th - 218t March 16,00 38 hours
29 minutes
Total distance stesmed since
commissionings- 13,937.9
miles
Total hours underway since
commissionings:- 1016 hours
29 minutes
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NAVY-—CANBERRA

RQYA[ AUSTRALIAN NAVY J/ . ERG

OFFICE OF THE ~ommanding,

FLAG OFFICER TNEGHANGEX
EAST AUSTRALIA AREA,
GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W., 2000

TELEPHONE:
35.0444

IN REPLY QUOTE

~ 9 JUN 19

The Secretary,
DEPARTMENT OF TE

el

NAVY.

For Information:

Flag Officer Commanding,
H.M. AUSTRALIAN FLEET.

The Commander, ‘
AUSTRATLIAN MINE WARFARE & PATROL FORCES

HolMoAsSe ARCHL

EPORT OF PROCEEDINGS APRIL 1971

) The report of proceedings of H.M.A.S. ALCH : for
the month of April 1971 is forwarded for the information of
the Naval Board.

2e The ship was docked at Garden Island between 29th
March and 5th April. This created some interest since ARCE
is the smallest ship to have been in the Captain Cook Dock,
A photograph was published in "THE AUSTRALIAN" newspapers

T Over the Easter week—end (9th-12th April) the ship
carried out exercises in the Sydney-Broken Bay area with Bravo
crew under the command of LCDk R. BISHUP, RANR.

4, Over the Anzac Day week-end (23rd-26th April} the
ship visited Eden and the report of the Commanding Officer,
CMDR T.R. VASEY, RANR, is attached as the annex to this
letter. This visit was originally planned for HUA Shlps
ARDENT and BOMBARD, but changes in their refit completion

dates brought ARCHER in thelr place.
Atdugghyitdbﬁxﬂ—ff

CHIEF OF STAFY
for FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING,
EAST AUSTRALIA AREA.

Enclosure : HIAS ARCHER Report of Proceedings dated 13th May,

1971
Py
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TELEFy. "HE

To:

St 2529

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

REF. NoO.

HeM.A.S5. ARCHER
At Sydney

13th May, 1971

Area Training Officer

From: Cdr. T.R. Vasey, R.A.N.R.

6.

7o

10.

Report of Proceedings

23rd - 26th April 1971

The following is a report of proceedings of
HM.A.S. Archer under my command from Friday
23rd April to Monday 26th April 1971.

The ship was manned by a composite crew of
Reserve personnel supplemented by P.N.F. Charge
E.,R.AD.y, a P.,N.,F, Cook from H.M.A.S. Barbette
and two P.N.F. M.E.'s from H.M.A.S5S. Waterhen

who were borne for time and experience to qualify
for their A.W.C. for patrol boats.

The ship's company joined at 180€K on Friday 23rd.
The ship was stored, instructions given in fire
fighting and I.L.R. operation and the vessel sailed
from Waterhen at 2000K.

Sea conditions were favourable and the ship
maintained a speed over the ground of 18 knots.

One and a half miles South East of Montague Island
the vessel carried out an echo sounder exercise to
locate a small reef. Confirming hand line
soundings were taken and the results contributed
to the galley.

Archer anchored in the South East corner of
Merimbula Bay at 1130K and after lunch proceeded to
Eden, arriving at 1400K.

A berth had been cleared on the Eastern side of
the jetty inboard of the West German seismographic
survey vessel 'Hemmi'.

Office bearers of the local R.S.L. Special Branch
boarded and arrangements finalised for the following
day's Anzac Day activities. The ship's company were
made honerary members of the Eden Fishermans

Recreation Club.

The ship was opened to visitors from 1500 to 1700
and 84 people came aboard.

Two Officers in plain clothes agttended the dawn
service on Sunday morning.

3 ——

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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11.

12.

13

14,

16'-

17.

18.

19.

20.

Three Officers and 11 sailors in uniform paraded
at the Anzac Day Service at 1100 on Sunday.

The ship was open to visitors from 1330 to 1530
and 126 people came aboard.

At 1600 on Sunday the vessel steamed within the
confines of Twofold Bay with representatives of

the local Sea Scouts and Girl Guide teams, together
with some of the more prominent citizens of Eden,
on board.

A small social gathering to entertain the people

of Eden who had contributed in the interests of

the Ship's company during the stay at Eden was held
on board between 1800 and 2000.

The ship sailed at 2200 and proceeded in fair
weather to Botany Bay where it anchored at 1000
on Monday morning.

A Navex to seaward of Port Jackson was conducted
between 1300 and 1420 and the vessel berthed at

Waterhen at 1500K on Monday 26th.

The vessel was secured and returned to the care
of the D.X.0. Waterhen at 1600.

The morale of the ship's company was contributed
to significantly by the presence of a keen,
imaginative, and efficient P.N.FF. cook.

The ship's company's behaviour in Eden was
excellent and was commented upon favourably DYy
the Eden citizenry on a number of occasions.

Eden is a pleasant port and the populace has a
high regard for the Navy.

A tveni loasy

iilrl-lnl-lllniiillnniiilt

(Thomas R. Vasey) CDR. RLEX
Commanding Officer

Agnandi::
Distance steamed: 4’5 miles Hours under way 26.30

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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&mndix

Distance steamed during the month of April, 1971

23 - 26 April 445.0 689.5 miles

Hours underway during the month

9 - 12 April 21.30
23 - 26 April 26430 48 hours
Total distance steamed since commissioning 14,627.4 miles

Total hours underway since commissioning 1064 hours 29 mimites.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO/72845
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Armstrong wors
winners
Eden
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s in last Friday's

Ambulance

Already over $1400 nas
paen received by tne imiay
uinaergarten

Further particulars:
JJ. & P. FLYNN

Phone Moruya 303

Pyeachool
from SPONEDIS
Easter Manday walkathob
and mars S stil 1o come —

THE SECRET

of EFFICIENT and CHEAPER
OIL HEATING
is in the
INSTALLATION!

| 0y Howard & Co have expertly installed owver 300 Vulcan
 Oil Heaters in the district,
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a resuit whicn has more The new District Surveyor

than pleased ihe Ofgaliisers.

The price of milk s

af the Lands

for this srea, My Kavin
Hopkins, who will be
stationsd al Nowrm, paid

expected to rise by about 3 nis first visit to the Far
cants pei pint to 13 cents soutlh Coast on Tussday of

when tho Dairy Indusiry
Authontly takes over this
arsa shortly. The farmers
il be the oniy anes 10
prafit from the inCraase as
even the vandors will Nave
Lh UL - . .

L I
14 is interesting o nale
that Commancdar T honas
R, Vasay, VEU RANVR,
who gaye (he Anzac
podross a1t Eden of
Sunday, Wi siationed at
Twolola Bay Tor 1wd
months in 1844 on his ship
HMA MLBE22, Now,
private life the Commander
I Assistan! Property
anaget with Ganlas.

I is now WO ysars since
the Lands Dept held theh
successful auction o1 Az
hogme sites L 1da Aodad
Cirive and Bay Stres! Eden,
and in that time 6 DOETIES
hava rison, four are unoer
way leaving 2 yel 1o be
started, Thoro are oOllhves
homes In the subaivision
But most o* thase are

Govarmmant homes,

ALl Interested Merimbuia
citizens are reminded that
ihe 40th annua mesting ol
the Twy'ord Hall will be
hald on Tuesday, Mav 4
7.3C pm,

L E R |

Tne Merimbula  Urban
Committea § 10 make
oxtensive renahs o the
boat silpway off Fish Pen
Road and I= hopetul 1'I'lﬂ_.
poat oawnirs using This
facility will help meet the
cost, a falr encugh requedt.

[

Eden Post Oflice
contractors, Chris Akse Py
Ltd, expect 1o hand over
the new PO to the
Department today. Qv
the past few weeks some
peopls  have apparently
rhought the PO was being
used as a number of '“;3

nave been Dosted

i ";Ir ‘ .

st wote,
.

sArs  Claude Mouids o
Egen |Is #l presant. N
Canberra wisiting Ml
darughter ana son=in-law,

My and Mes T, puore wiho
awalting the arrival of

ek et child.

At inp last meeting of the
Eden Chamber of

Com ce, e Colin

‘Shory, Deputy neadmasier
ot tfa Eden High School,
‘be the 5Sist mvember
ot Ahe Chamber.

LA

“In  recognition of the

nospitality extended DY
imlay Council to a party af
Tew Gulneaan Loazal

G overn mant Councliiurs

recenily, Lhe visltors
prosentea Councll with a
New GCulnea face mask
whith ane Local
Counciior  jokingly 5aid
inpoked Iike ha Prasident
with & long face and
rongue nanging out.

s Thelma  Coughran,
resident of the Pambula
C\WA, represnnted Hier
brancn At the CWA
conferenca In Syoney last
wWelhk,

My and Ws Sid Daonaldson
and family have returned
to Eden to reside, Sid
having accepted & postition
as Secretary/Accourntant
with Duncans Sawmilis.

& .

Tha m<ocotaled chitdren's
ward at ithe Pambula

Mospital will be afficially

openad this Sunday, May
2, sl 3.30pm by My Steve |

Mauger MLA

Ny

M and Mrs Ern McCamish

rocenily relurneg nome 1o

from a touring

II'I:IHHIP visliing retatives in
severai -q-nlrns‘in Victaris.
-w

oe line

t Imlay Shire's  Hecalth

Surveyor, Mr ) R, Bamard,
{s taking steps to ensufe
that plumnbers working i
the Shire do not apply
their own inferprelations
to regulations relating o
their profesion

Mr Barnagrad < the
Statewide problems of

interpratation  of  the

various reguirements of
Ordinances gowerning 1he
instaliation of plumbing

and house drainages works,

it amplified in Iimiay Shire
becausa plumbers  and
drainers working n iha
area have received Lheir
basic iraining and
experiance in other areas,
such as Vicloria, Canbarra
ana (he ares controliod Dy
the Metropolitan Water
Board.

in these arcas 1the
legisiation o v erning
plumbing and dralnage
works yvaries conudnrably
feom  the legisiation
froce in the rest of MNew
South Wales, Mr Bamard
said.

viasturaliy,”” he sald,
‘whose Lradesmen  bring
witn them their own i08as
and Interpretations of the
legistations governing tne
aress In  which they
normally work."™

Mr Barmard toid Councll
at s st mesting, that
ditficulty 13 encountersd ai
tirmes  In  bringing these
tradesmen Into line with
curiant NSW practice anag
o overcoine this difficuity
no has prepared a pamphniat
sSrandard o Plumbing and
Disingge Works",

Lanaraily this standarg
raquires that the work
complial with the

1 eGuiraments af tna

teievant Ordinances snd
specilically the Stardard
clarities matters afl
interpretation and
workmanship wiiich appoar

n whole nndmmh pleased

on wood

Imlay Shire Council has
been presented with @
unique photograph on
wood its president
for the past 15 years,
Cr Frank Clare.

The presentation  was
made by Mz Ken | mms on
behali of D uncans
Sawmills on March 20 tc
doputy president, v K,
Taylor, in the absence of
the Shire Presdent, at @
stall  commil toe mecting.

The compaiy had the

hotogmp!  and  aunther
wiicad one for Cr Clare’s
famihy, mocesssd W
Sydoey with the
photograph being
developed onto
sand-blasted netural
coloured pine achieving a
mosl unususl and ungue
effect.

The presentaton  was
made in recognition of the
community serviee freely
given by the councillors
and the president, over 2
long term of years and in
appreciation of  the
agssistance and

epcourggeiment  given by

Counct] to the sawmilling
industry,

in  recoginsing the
preseniaton at ihe Coungil
miceting st week Cr Clare
sabd it was vory ouching
e Someons jecognise the
work of the Council while
its membuess ure st alive

He thunked Dunans
veay much and wid vhat
al h the photograph
was ol lum, it recognsed
the work of the Council as

: -

.
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NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Board Members may

see these reports soon after t
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of speclal_interest in those comments.

Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are ref
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If any matter requires com '

prehensive treatment
re@erence to another Branch a new file should bgn
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TELEPHOME: l——n o . ——— QOFFICE OF THE

Commanding,
35.0444 FLAG OFFICER BINKEGK
w neuy avore N 1/16/280. CARDEN ISLAND, NS W, 2000
{2 JUL 197

The Secretary,
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY,

For Information:

The Flag Officer Commanding,
H.M. AUSTRALIAN FLEET.

The Commander,
AUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARE & PATROL FORCES.

HoM.A.S. ARCHER - REPORT OF

PROCEEDINGS - MAY 1971

1. The report of proceedings of H.M.A.S. ARCHER for
the month of May 1971, is forwarded for the information of the
Naval Board.

&s Alfa crew carried out maintenance over the week-end
lﬂt-zﬂ.d M&y’ 1971-

3. Over the week-end 8th-9th May, the ship was manned
by Bravo crew under the command of LCDR R. Bishop, RANR, and
carried out exercises in the Sydney-Broken Bay area.

4, Over the week-end 15th-16th May the ship was manned
by Alpha crew under the command of LCIR E. Erydgn—Brown RANR ,

The original programme calling for a visit to Klamg.waa cancelled
due to a gale warning. The ship carried out training on Sydney
Harbour on the Saturday and in Botany Bay on the Sunday.

5e On the 22nd May the ship was manned by Charlie_craw :
under the command of LCDR R.O. Albert, RANR. The original intentions
for operating in the Broken Bay area were once again be-devilled by
bad weather and the crew were employed on maintenance after a short
period under way in Sydney Harbour.

6o On 29th May the ship was stored for 13 days contlinuous
training. The report for this period will be included in the June

Report of Proceedings.

CHIEF OF STAFF

for FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING,
EAST AUSTRALIA AREA.

Annex : Steaming figures for May 1971.
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ANNEX to FOCEA letter N.1/16/280 of 8th July, 1971,

STEAMING FIGURES FOR MAY 1

Distance Steamed during the Month.

8 - 9May -~ 143.0
15 = 16 M&y - 67-4
22 May s 12:! 5

Hours underway during the Month.

8 - S M&y - 12430
15 = 16 May = 6.15
22 HB.}T - l- 3‘5

Totel distance steamed since
commissioning.

Total hours underway since
commissioning.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

222.,9 miles.

20 hours 20 minutes.

14,850.3 miles.

1,084 hours 49 minutes.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

RCHE ___Report of Proceedings Juwne 7
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NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Board Members
may see these reports soon after they reach
Navy Office,

B, The report will be given again to Board Members
with Director's comments if there is any matter
of special interest in those comments.

C. Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred
to Directors and Heads of Branches,

D. If any matter requires comprehensive treatment
on reference to another Branch a new file should
be raised, a suitable note being made above.

%
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN N

TELEPHONE: office of THE Commanding,
35.0444 FLAG OFFICER (NXHAREK

EAST AUSTRALIA AREA,
IN REPLY QUOTE N. 1/ 16/ 260, GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W., 2000

The Secretary,
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY.

T L

For Information:

The Flag Officer Commanding,
H.M. AUSTRALIAN FLEET.

The Commander,
AUSTRALTIAN MINE WARFARE & PATROL FORCES.

HMAS ARCHER - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - JUNE 1971

1. The report of proceedings of HMAS ARCHER for the
month of June 1971, is forwarded for the information of the

Hﬂ.va.l Bﬂard .

2. The ship carried out a period of Lnnug.lbco%;inuoua
Training from 30th May to 1lth June, and the report by the
Commanding Officer for this period, LCDR RLEX K.D. MURPHIE,

RANR, is attached. .

—

3e Maintenance was carried out by Alpha Crew over the
weekend 19th-20th June, 1971L.
4., Over the weekend 26th-27th June the ship was

manned by Charlie Crew under the command of LCDR RLEX R.O.
ALBERT, RANR, and carried out exercises in the Sydney-Broken
Bay area, anchoring overnight in Refuge Baye.

MMD HM&#::.{AT

/ REAR-ADMIRAL |

Enclosure : HMAS ARCHER Report of Proceedings - June 197l.
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

H il"i- 4'1-3 * IJICHER
WAVERTON 2060 N.S.W.

IN REPLY QUOTE

11th June 1971,

ITHE FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING
LAST AUSTRALIA AREA:

REPORT OF PROCEBDINGS.

COPILS TO:  Commander, Australian Mine Countermeasures & Patrol Boat Forces
Commander, First Australian Patrol Boat Sguadron
Staff Officer (Reserve Training)HMAS WATSON
Naval Officer in ©harge, Queensland.

Sir,

I have the honour to submit Report of Proceedings covering Annual
Continous Training cruise 2/71 in H.M.A.S, ARCHER undér my €ommand from
30th May 1971 to 1llth June 1971,

2 The objectives of the cruise were general training of RANR 8fficers
and Sailors on extended passage and in particular completion of an
exercise programme in company with H.M.A.5, BARBLTTE downby COMAUSPABRON ONE.

e The programme contained in FOCLA 180305Z MAY 71 was generally

adhered to with the following variations:
o

(i) An additional fuelling stop at Mackay on 4th June 1971
(ii) A call at Brisbane to repair main engine defects on

Wednesday 9th June 1971,
(iii) Cancellation of the proposed overnight anchorage in
Broken Bay,.

4. Storing was completed on Saturday 29th May and routines were
in operation as from that day.

Se Formal coumencement of the cruise was timed for 0900 on Sunday
30th May when divisions were held and prayers read by Chaplain M.Aa.
Spence RANR,

Geo ARCHER sailed at 1000K on Joth May and course was set for Gladstone.
Upon clearing Sydney lleads'"'man overboard' procedure was exercised and

a fire drill conductede. |

7e By 1215K wind had increased to force 35 WNhW, The ship was rolling
heavily and conditions throughout the aftcrnoon were decidedly unpleasant.

8. At 1530 it was decided to sheltef& in Shoal Bay where ARCHER anchored
at 1620, The ships company had a meal at anchor, and the opportunity
was taken to check some stowages and straighten out some points of

routine,
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9 ARCHER weighed at 1820 by which time the wind had eased comnsiderably
and a Blind Pilotage exercise was conducted during the exit from FPort
Stephens, The night passage was comfortable.

10« On the morning of 3lst May the wind again began to increase and
conditions were again uncomfortable with the ship rolling heavily.

On this occasion howeverethe wind did not ease in the evening and in
fact the unpleasant steaming conditions continued until ARCHER was in
the vicinity of Lady Elliot Island the following morning.

11. At 2100 hours the evening of 3lst may, Double Island Point light

was sighted on an unexpected bearing and it was obvious that a sub-
stantial gyro error had appeared. A seawards course by magnetiic was
pursued until the 100 fathom line was identified and thereafter it was
followed until daylight enabled checks to establish that the gyro had
settled. No further gyro trouble was experienced throughout the cruise.
At a discussion the following morning the significant feature of the failure
seemed to be that it had occurred suddenly and whilgt the ship)was rolling
heavily. Inclinometer showed a maXmium roll of 44 during this peried.
Under these conditions it seems possible that a projecting fitting in

the Master Gyro prevents the gyro from precessing correctly.

12. During the forenoon of 1lst June, conditions moderated and ARCIER
entered Glad tone Channel at 1200 and berthed at Connells Wharf, aAuckland
Creek at 1430, Initially, I was not prepared to enter Auckland Creek

as the charted depth shows only one fathom. Esroute ARCHuR berthed at
the coaling wharf and a telephone call to the llarbourmasters office was
mades. It was indicated that the creek had been dredged to a depth of

30 feet and im fact on entry, ARCHER had 26 feet of water under the Kkeel,
one hour before high water. Also small boat moorings shown on the chart
have been moved with the result that ARCHER was able to turn in the creek
with comfort. Hydrographic Note No. 1/71 refers.

13, Whilst in g§ladstone the following were entertained on board.

(i) Mr J. Bates. Naval agent .
(ii) Mr J. Titmarsh Ex Naval Mens Association
(iii) Mr L. Hayes H.M. Customs.

14, ARCHER sailed from Gladstone at 1900 on passage to Middle Percy
Island in near perfect weather conditions. Respectis were paid to HMAS
SYUNEY when she was passed at 0615 on the morning of 2nd June in the

vicinity of Pine Peak Island.

15. The ship was in the R/V position 270% from Pine Island light 4 miles
at 0800, At 0820 HMAS BARBEITE was sighted and at 0840 ARCHER joined
BARBETTE for the commencement of the exercise programme.

16, There was an early communications problem and it was decided to
anchor in West Bay, Middle FPercy Island, while this was remedied,

The two ships weighed at 1400 and during the afternoon both ships
exercised at towing, heaving line transfers and OOW manoeuvres before
anchoring in West Bay at 1705,
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17, ARCHER remained at anchor throughout Thursday 3rd June. At
0900 COMAUSPABRON ONE inspected the ship and addressed the ships company.
He remained on board whilst ARCHER exercised fire, action stations,
and leaging ship stations. Towards the end of the foremoon a small arms
firing exercise was conducted. After lunch, boarding party and landing
party exercised were carried out,. At 1600 parties from both ships
companies landed on West Bay beach and a banyan was held. Ships companies
played beach football and volley ball in a spirit of fierce but friendly
competition. Sddly ARCHER was vanquished on both occasions,

18, The wind backed to 5W anu freshened during the earling morning
and when both ships weighed at 0730 on 4th June and set course

for Mackay a moderate beam sea made the 00W manoeuvres conducted
throughout the morning stimulating. steering breakdown exercises
were also conducted on this passage. Senior sailors received pilotage

instruction during the foremoon.

19, Mackay Outer Harbour was entered at 1130 and ARCIHER berthed astern

off BARBETTE to fuel. The navigator visited the Piermaster during our

stay and from his office telephoned the office of the Harbourmaster,

Coffs Harbour to ascertain conditions should ARCHER wish to refuel there

on the passage back to Sydney. Whilst in Mackay ERA2 B.A. Taylor 0/No. AlO
1651 and ERA 2 B.T. ROBBINS 0/No. Al00917 were sent to Mackay Base

Hospital for treatment of minor injuries received the previous day.,

20. Ships sailed from MACKAY at 1525, and after further 00Y¥ manoeuvres,
ARCHER came to anchor at 1730 in 10 fathoms 4 cables from Brampton Island

Jetty. Shore leave was granted.

2l. Anchor was weighed at 0700 on Sth June and passage in company made
through the Whitsunday Passage. At 0930 under the lee of South Molle
Island ships stopped to effect the transfer of ammunition to BARBETTE.
On completion, BLRBETTE departed for Cairns leaving ARCHER to act

independently,

22, ARCHIR proceeded to the northward of North Molle Island and senior
sailors were required to broadcast to the benefit of the ships company
items of historical and geograpical interest concerning the various
islands in the area. 'I\,

A NAVEX was conducted requiring Archer to pass down the Molle
Channel between West Molle and South Molle Islands. At 1015 the
Senior ERA reported some trouble, later isoluted to a defective solenoid
in the port engine governor, The port engine was therefore shut down
and AHCHLR proceeded to Port Molle on one engine where the ship came to
anchor in 7 fathoms and the defect was repaired.

25« ARCHER weighed again at 1415 and steered for a position 3 miles

north of Cid Island. The afternovon was spent completing lines of

soundings in this area and later a chart of the area was prepared by officers
to complete an interesting NAVEX, ARCHER anchored at 1620, 2'2 cables

off South Molle Jetty and I went ashore to interview the resort managers.

Being assured that the ships company was welcome ashore, ARCHLR berthed across
the end of the jetty at 1736. The manager warned of the presence of two
uncharted rock outcrops approximately 330° 1 cable from the Jetty.
Hydrographic Note No. 2/71 refers.,

24. At 0700 on 6th June another patrel boat was seen approaching

and at 0720 HMAS ATTACK secured alongside. During the forenoon,

Divisions, Prayers and €aptains founds were completed. At 1200 both ships
sailed for passage towards the 5t. Bees Islands area and O0W manoeuvres were

conducted throughout,
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ATTACK was detached at 1415 for passage to Brisbane and Archer set
course for Mackay where she berthed at Pier Wharf at 1615.

25 Whilst in Mackay on 7th June a call made upon the Mayor, Mr Albie
Abbott who entertained the Executive Officer and uyself to lunch,
afterwards conducting us on a drive to various points of interest in the
Mackay area, Mr Abbott called upon the ship at 1900, A function

was arranged by the Ex Naval M&p# Associations for 1900 and officers and
ships company attended. Other visitors to the ship in Mackay included.

(i) Mr Neville Dent Assistant llarbour Master
(ii) Mr Keith Kerr Commanding Officer, T/5 FPIONEER
(iii) Mr Cliff Turner Ex Naval Mens Association

26. ARCHLR sailed from Mackay for Gladstone at midnight on 7th June and
after an excellent passage berthed at Connells Wharf at 1400 on 8th June for

fuelling, sailing again for Broken Bay at 1600,

27. DBreaksea Spit light was rounded at 2350 and course set for Cape

Moreton, However at 0030 on 9th June some engine trouble was experienced.

A sheered bolt had cqused damage requiring replacement of the intcrmediate fuel
pump coupling "B" bank on the port engine., The port main engine was now
unserviceable and accordingly speed was reduced to 13 knots on the star-

board engine and course set for Brisbane where ARCHER berthed at 1450 alongside
HMAS GAYUNDAH, Spare parts arrived by air from S§yduney that evening and
additional parts were obtained by local manufacture. By 1215 on 10th

June ARCHUR was ready to sail, a fact which reflects a great deal of

credit on the engine room staff. Under the able direction of LRAI

M. Sterling RAN, all staff worked long hours. The performance of the

ship on the return passage to Sydney speaks well of the quality of their

work.

28+ ARCHLR sailed from HMAS MORETON at 1300, cleared North East Channel
at 1530 and set course for sSydney at 19 knots. The ship anchored in
Watsons Bay at 1310 on 1llth June. Une hour was spent prep.ring the ship
for the end of the training cruise. At 1415 ARCHER weighed and proceeded
to HMAS WATZRHEN berthing at 1455. ACT cruise 2/71 was secured at 1600.

GENERAL REMARKS,

— 29+ It is felt that this ACT period was valuable in that it combined
the experience of extended passage with the opportunily to work in
company with two HMA ships for a total of just over four days. It was
a welcome bonus that the ships company were able to visit some interesting

and different ports.

50« The health, morale and general behaviour of the ships company were
of a very high standard.

I have the honour to be,
8ir,
Ygur obedient servant,

alle | I.Ir'ph iE‘t-
LCDR RLEX
ECAPTJIH.
ENC: Appendix A

Nominal List.
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AFPENDIX A

Distance Steamed : 2403 miles

iours Under Way : 138
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Captain

First Lieutenant
Navigator

Add. W/K

Coxsevain
P-'U-
Lu’i-
LISI-
&IB‘
"B"l
-I-Bi

RO

L.k,

Cooks

l1l1th June. 1971

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

NOMINAL LIST

ACT 2271

NAME

LEUT SLEX R.A. Bastian
LCDR RLEX W. Rapec VRD

ASLT RLEX J. RAPER

P.0O., J. Kahl

P. 0.C. BUSCH

L/S D. WEATHERALL
L!S J. Batterbury
A/B D. Taylor

A/B G Roberts

A/B J. MARTIN

LRO J. HMARTIN

ERA (D) 1 M, 3Sterling
ERA (D) 2 B TAYLOR
ERA (D) 2 B Robbins
A/ERA(D)2 W King

LME T. Johnston
LME B. Cox

EM §C) P Oakman
EM (P) G PARRY

LYCK N. Blakey
CRD CK R. Harris

OCCUPATION

Company Director
RAN (HM..8 PLATYPIS)
Sales Manager
ochoolteacher

Accountant
MECHANIC

Salesman

Ehiypiﬂg Clerk
Industrial Chemist
advertising Rep.
Clerk

BaNK OIUICER

RAN (IIMAS WATLRHEN)
Water Board Inspector
Foreman Mechanic
Plant operator

RAN (HMAS WATLRHEN)
Lineseaman

Llectrician
Electrician

Clerk
Apprentice Carpenter
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APPENDIX

Distance Steamed during the Month

30th May - 1lth June 240%.,0
26th-27th June 174.0 2577.0 miles

Hours underway during the Month

30th May - 1llth June 138.00
26th=27th June 14.3%4 152 hours %4 min.

Total distance steamed since
Commissioning 17,427.5 miles

Total hours underway since
Commissioning 1,237 hours 23 minutes.
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NOTES :
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This copy is circulated so that Board Members
may see these reports soon after they reach
Navy Office,

The report will be given again to Board Members
with Director's comments if there is any matter
of special interest in those comments.

Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred
to Directors and Heads of Branches,

If any matter requires comprehensive treatment

on reference to another Branch a new file should

be raised, a suitable note being made above.
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN N

TELEPHONE: OFFICE OF THE ding’
35.0444 FLAG UFFICERIIM

EAST AUSTRALIA AREA,
IN REPLY QUOTE H.1/16/230. GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W., 2000

The Secretary,
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY.

For Information: 1 AN 197%

The Flag Officer Commanding,
H.M. AUSTRALIAN FLEET,

The Commander,
AUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARE AND PATROL FORCES.

H.M.A.S5. ARCHER — REPCRT OF PROCEEDINGS JULY 1971

1. The report of proceedings of HMAS ARCHER for the

month of July, 1971, is forwarded for the information of the
Naval Board.

2e Over the weekend 3rd and 4th July the ship was
manned by Alfa Crew under the command of LCDR RLEX E,.E.
BRYDEN-BROWN RANR, and carried out training in the Sydney/
Broken Bay area.

3e During the afternoon of 3rd July the ship closed
SS INULA 16 miles east of Barrenjoey lLight, and in response
to her signals located and salvaged a partially submerged
orange object which proved to be a Manly Junior dinghy. This
was later returned to the owner, Dr. F.H. Talbot, who has
expressed his appreciation.

4, On 11th July, the ship was manned by Bravo Crew
under the command of LCDR RLEX R. BISHOP and the annual
inspection was carried out by the Director of Naval Reserves,
Captain B.L. Cleary, R.A.N. Evolutions were conducted in /
Botany Bay and a blind pilotage exercise was carried out.

De Over the weekend 24th to 25th July the ship was

manned by Charlie Crew under the command of LCDR RLEX W.H.
RAPER, RANR. The ship visited Newcastle on the night of 24th
July sailing for Port Stephens early in the morning of 25th

July. During the night the weather had deteriorated and the
ship returned to Newcastle, where she was forced 0 remain

until 26th July.
; {QL&LJ}1V@L4§q;ﬂt;;§kE££.
Aop

REAR ADMIRAL

Enclosure : HMAS ARCHER Report of Proceedings - July 1971.
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APPENDIX

Distance Steamed during the Month

3=4 July 257 miles
" July 44.0 miles
24=27 July 158.0 miles 4%9.5 miles.

Hours underway during the Month

5=4 JBly 16.34 hours
* Jly 3.30 hours
24=27 July 10,05 hours 30 hours 9 minutes

Total distance steamed since Commissioning
17,866.8 miles

Total hours underway since Commissioning 1,267 hours 32 minutes.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

MAS ARCHER Report of Proceedings AUG 2/

\
o

This copy is circulated so that Board Members
may see these reports soon after they reach
Navy Office,

The report will be given again to Board Members
with Director's comments if there is any matter
of special interest in those comments.

Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred
to Directors and Heads of Branches,

If any matter requires comprehensive treatment

on reference to another Branch a new file should

be raised, a suitable note being made above,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN N

YELEPHONE, OFFICE OF THE

35.0444 FLAG OFFICER m.uding ’
EAST AUSTRALIA AREA,

wrepy auore No1l/16/280. GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000

The Secretary,
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY.

]3“0::* Information:

The Flag Officer Commanding,
H.M. AUSTRALIAN FLEET,

The Commander,
AUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARE & PATROL FORCES.

HMAS ARCHER - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS -~ AUGUST 1971

1. The report of proceedings of HMAS ARCHER for the
month of August, 1971, is forwarded for the information of

the Naval Board.

2 The ship carried out a period of Annual Continuous
Training from lst-13th August, and the report of the Commanding
Officer for the period, LCDR C.H. LONGSTAFF, RANR, is attached.

3. For the remainﬁe:fr of the period the ship remained
alongside H.M.A.S. WATERHEN under maintenance.

-
( E 2::414;:.; choRK

/ Rm-mzml. Pt

Enelosure : HMAS ARCHER Report of Proceedings - August, 1971.
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY
VA

H-M -.l':ll.lSl ARCI ;R

WAVERTON N.S.W. 2060

13th August, 1971.

THE FLAG OFFICEr COMMANDING
BAST AUSTRALTA AREA

COPIES TO The Flag Officer Commanding, H.M.A. Fleet
The Commander, Australian Mine Warfare and
Patrol Boat Forces
The Staff Officer (Reserve Training) HMAS WATSON

REPCRT OF PROCEEDINGS

. A.CoTe 5/71
| 15T-135TH AUGUST, 1971

DLr

1. I have the honour to report proceedings of
HeM.A. Ship usider my command for the Annual Continuous Training
| Crulse commencing on lst August, 1971.

2e Billets which were unfilled by the Sydney Port
Division were occupied by Emergency Reserve personnel allocated
by DNRC, The ready cooperation between tihe Iformer PNF sailors
and tne acuive Reservlists was one ol the pleasing features of
the training cruise.

D The ship's company joined on Saturday, 3lst July, 1971
for the purpose of completing draft-in routines, storing and
final checking of ship's equipment.

4, A short ceremony was held on Sunday, lst August at
0900 (Zone -10, as are all times in this report) when prayers
were read by the Captain and the ensign and jack were hoisted.
Later, life-jacket and life-raft lectures were given followed
by a demonstration of the correct operation and uses of the
fire-fighting equipment fitted in the ship.

e Owing to a minor defect in the injectors of the port
main engine, the sailing time from Sydney was delaved beyond
1050, and ARCHER did not leave the wharf at HMAS WATERHEN until
1126, Cameramen from the Public Relations section of Naval
Headquarters were present to film sequegces for use on Queensland

television.

- -
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5., On thepascsage out of Sydney Harbour, the stylus of
the Terrograph 500 'Offshore' echo sounder became caught in the
paper trace, halting the mechanism and causing defects in the
transformer and vibrator. An URDEF was raised and spare parts
were forwarded to Bundaberg where the equipment was made

| serviceable after arrival.

T The remainder of the passage was uneventiul. deatner
was favourable and the ship's company spent the time generally
set.tling down into a seagoing routine.

8. It had been planned that ARCHER would berth at a wharf

at Bundaberg proper, which is situated a few miles inland from
Burnett Heads. Consequently a pilot had been arranged to

advise on river navigation. Captain J. Rodgers was duly embarked
at 0600 on Tuesday, srd August, but as he brought with him

accounts of a lessening of the depth in the Fairymead Reach and
also did not have a chart of the upper reaches of the river with
him (The relevant Australian Chart covering only as far as
Fairymead Reach) I sought and obtained a berth at Port Bundaberg
which is quite close to the river mouth and has a dredged depth

of twenty feet. The ship berthed first at the Bulk Sugar Terminal
at 0626 until the 0il Wharf was clear, moving there at 0815, finally
securing at 0825.

Q. Fuelling was completed in the foremoon and local leave
was given. The ship was visited by the Chairman of the Bundaberg
Harbour Board, (Mr. R. Gibson) and the Sub-Collector dfCustoms,
(Mr. I. Macdonald). ARCHER sailed from Bundaberg at 1610. A
pilot was not engaged.

10. Daylight on Wednesday, 4th August, found the ship in
the vicinity of the Percy Islands. During the forenoon a further
fire-fighting exercise and a small arms shoot were conducted.

& ARCHER arrived at South Molle Island Jjetty at 1510,
dressed with a masthead ensign in honour of the birthday of Her
Majesty, Queen Elfizabeth, The Queen Mother.

12. As a fresh water pump had been giving increasing trouble
since leaving Sydney, the ship left South Molle Island at 0300 on
Thursday, 5th August, to permit an arrival at Townsville at 1100
in the hope that spares could be procured. Unfortunately spares
were unobtainable although arrangements were made for them to be
available at Mackay.

15. Muel and fresh victualling stores were embarked at
Townsville, and the ship was visited by the Sub-Collector of Customs,
(Mr. J. Stevens). The ship's visit created considerable press

interest including the publishing of the complete contents of the
press pack. Follow-up interviews with members of the ship's
company were published on Friday, ©th August.

14, On the point of departure at 0830 on Friday, 6th August,
the telephone which only minutes before had been landed rang with
a telegram from NAVCOMSTA CANBERRA. "Signalese" was ghite beyond

e
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the phonogram operator, which necessitated a special car trip
to the Townsville P’.0. to obtain the original. Departure was
therefore delayed until 0910.

15, At 1650, approximately five miles BW of Pinnacle Point
on Hook Island, a short memorial service for Midshipmen Mayger,

| Mulvaney, Plerce and Sanders, and Sub-Lieutenant I.J. Longstaff
was held. Prayers were read by the Captain and the ship was
stopped while wreaths from the Flag Officer Commanding, H.M.A.
Fleet and relatives were dropped.

16. At 1758, the ship came to single anchor on the northern
side of Border Island. Tie ship's company landed for a banyan.

17 Non-duty members of the ship's company were ashore again
during the forenoon of Saturday, 7th August, both to clear up the
banyan area in daylight and to take exercise ashore. Following
return on board, a "Point ship" evolution and small arms shoot were

conducted.

18, Anchor was weilghed at 1130 and the ship proceeded to
Brampton Island arriving at 1500

e 19. The non-duty members of the ship's company were the
guests of the management for dinner that evening and it is pleasing
to report that their conduct was exemplary.

20. Divisions and rounds had been arranged for 0900 on Sunday
8th August, but as the Premier of Queensland and his party, who

were visiting the island, had accepted an invitation to come briefly
‘to sea in the forenoon, these were deferred. The Premier, (the
Honourable J. Bjelke-Petersen, M.L.A.) accompanied by his wife

and airdraft pilot, Miss Young, embarked at 1000, and the ship
cruised offshore before returning to Brampton Island at 1055.

244 The ship sailed again at 1102 and proceeded to Mackay.
Prior to this broken bridge pieces had been discovered in the port
main engine, therefore the passage was made on the starboard engine
onlg. An URDEF had been raised and spare parts were expected at
Mackay.

22, ARCHER berthed at the Bulk Sugar Terminal, Mackay, at 1400
and commenced to fuel immediately. The water pump and main engine
spares were duly received on board and the defects were made good.
In the evening I accepted an invitation from the Commandig Officer
of the Sea Cadet TrainingDepot T/S PIONEER to visit a combined Sea
Cadet camp. After briefly walking round the camp I met and talked
with Officers and Instructors. The ship sailed at 2200.

= Monday, 9th August was spend uneventfully en route from
Mackay to Brisbane., R.P. sallors in the snip's ampany were given
plotting exercises with passing merchant ships for tarzets, and it
was noped to conduct 0.0.W. manoeuvres during the afternoon.
However because of the wind force which had increased as the day
advanced, bringing with it a rather shat sea, the exercises were
deferred. As the ship had time in hand, ARCHER proceeded on one
engine only feaem 1600.

oso/b
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24, . At 0156 on Tuesday, 1lO0th August, the starboard main
engine warning horn sounded and the engine was closed down. The
ship continued on the port main engine. The warning had sounded
because loss of cooling water through a flange which had stripped
its securing studs had caused overheating. The studs were
replaced by ship's staff and the engine was again operational by

0245,

25, The north west channel to Moreton Bay was entered at
0%54 and the Brigbane Rier at 0620. ARCHER secured alongside
HMAS ANZAC at HMAS MORETON at 0801.

26, During the forenoon, I called upon theCaptain of

HMAS ANZAC and the Naval Officer-in-Charge, Queensland. NOIC QLD
returned the call at 1130. In the evening all Officers except
the 0.0.D. attended a high tea given by the Victoria League Young
Contingent.

27 Following discussions with the Captain of HMAS ANZAC,
ARCHER's sailing time was amended to that of ANZAC to facilitate
departure arrancements. The ship therefore slipped at 0955 on
Wednesday, llth August and proceeded for independant exercises

in Moreton Bay. During the forenoon, the condition of the First
Lieutenant, who had reported sick with a form of sastro-enteritis,
appeared to deteriorate to the extent that I felt I should secek
the medical advise which was available close by, Following a
radio discussion with the Medical Officer in HMAS ANZAC it was
decided that the Fi:t Lieutenant should be examined in ANZAC.
ARCHER closed ANZAC and at 1235 secured alongside to transfer the
patient. ARCHER remained in company with ANZAC until 1%35 when
the First Lieutenant was returned on board, to be confined to

bed for two days.

28, - The ship cleared the north east channel of Moreton Bay
at 1425 and shaped a course southwards. With the passage south
colder weatherreturned, with winds increasing.

29. By the forenoon of Thursday, 12th August, considerable
spray caused by wind from the south west at Force 5 came onboard.
Fortunately the sea remained relatively calm but a reduction in
speed was necessary to minimise the water entering the wardroom
and adjacent lobby. ARCHER entered Broken Bay and came to single

anchor in Refuge Bay at 1500.

s Whilst at anchor, an examination revealed further broken
bridge pieces in both main engines. The engine room staff effected
repairs to the starboard wngine, utilising some parts from the port
engine, In view of the short distance to Sydney, the passage was
made on one engine; the fact being reported to FOCAF.

2 IR As weather conditions were expected to be more favourable
early in the day, the ship weighed at 0645 on Friday, l3th August

sasdD
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and proceeded to Sydney. Marks of respect were paid to HMA
Ships MELBOURNE, SYDUEY and ANZAC in Sydney Harbour. ARCHER
anchored in Berry's Bay at 0930, weighed at 1045 and secured
alongside HMAS WATERHEN at 1100.

32 . Following destoring and general payment, the ship was
closed down at 1400.

o i Health on board was good except for the wave of gastro-
enteritis which affected meveral of the ship's company as well

as immobilising the First Lieutenant, as mentioned earlier, and
the NWavigating Officer both for two days. The only injury
reported was one sailor who suffered a twisted foot when he fell
from his bunk during a heavy roll. He was treated by a doctor
at Lavarack Barracks, Townsville.

54, The only disappointing feature of the A.C.T. cruise

was that circumstances did not permit ARCHER to work with other
patrol boats and thus zain the valuable experience which results

from doing so. None the less, the long passages at sea in favourable
weather enabled the ship's company to settle down to proper routine.
The fact that the ship came and went on time except where

programme changes intervened iauicated tnat a high degree of
efficiency in all departments was achieved and maintained.

55, Morale was good, and I feel that this was largely due to
new and interesting ports being included in the itinerary.
I have the honour to be,
oL,

Your obedient, servant,

(C.H. Longstaff)
LIEUTENANT-COMMANDER, R.A.I.R.

CAPRALR

Enclosure: Appendix A.
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APPENDIX 'A' TO H.M.A.S. ARCHER REPCRT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR

AC.T.e 3/71 - 18T-13TH AUGUST, 1971

DISTANCE STEAMED 2469 miles

HOURS UNDER WAY 157 23/60 hours
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APPENDIX

Distance Steamed during the Month
lst-13th August 2469.0 miles

Hours underway during the Month

lst-13th August 157 hours 2% minutes
Total distance steamed since Commissioning 20,335.8 miles
Total hours underway since Commissioning 1424 hours 55 minutes.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

HMAS AHRRCHeER Report of Proceedings S&ELPT 7/
AS(N%/;‘?L

DER
. Dol
AS(NS) (N}}E@)\“QML.

NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Board Members
may see these reports soon after they reach
Navy Office,

B. The report will be given again to Board Members
with Director's comments if there is any matter
of special interest in those comments.

C. Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred
to Directors and Heads of Branches,

D. If any matter requires comprehensive treatment
on reference to another Branch a new file should
be raised, a suitable note being made above.
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN

TELEPHONE: office of THE  Commanding,
35.0444 FLAG OFFICER JRXCHANGEX

EAST AUSTRALIA AREA,
w resy auore No1/16/280. GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W., 2000

The Secretary,
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY.

For Information: PN R

The Flag Officer Commanding,
H.M. AUSTRALIAN FLEET,

The Commander,
AUSTRALTAN MINE WARFARE & PATROL FORCES.

HMAS ARCHER - REPCURT OF PROCEEDINGS SEPTEMBER 1971

1. The report of proceedings of HMAS ARCHER for the
month of September 1971 is forwarded for the information of
the Naval Board.

2e The ship continued maintenance alongside HMAS
WATERHEN for most of the month.

3. Over the weekend 18th-19th September the ship was

manned by Alfa Crew under the command of LCDR RLEX R BISHOP,
RANR and carried out training in the Sydney-Broken Bay area.

MM{:A&A’E

/ REAR-ADMIRAL 4 .

Enclosure ¢ Report of Proceedings - September, 1971.
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APPENDIX

Digstance Steamed during the Month

18-19 September 167.0 miles

Hours underway during the Moﬁth
18-19 September 15 hours 30 minutes

Total distance steamed since Commissioning 20,502.8 miles

Total hours underway since Commissioning 1438 hours 25 minutes
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

AS ARCHER __ Report of Proceedings ©@C T 7

As(N@///'}"%-
e 29/
£ WG4y

NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Board Members
may see these reports soon after they reach
Navy Office,

B, The report will be given again to Board Members
with Director's comments if there is any matter
of special interest in those comments.

C.e Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred
to Directors and Heads of Branches,

D. If any matter requires comprehensive treatment
on reference to another Branch a new file should
be raised, a suitable note being made above,
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/g & |32%0
ROYAL AUSTRALIAN N T R
TR o S L0
n nepty quore N o 1/16/280. Eisl;rn:: f;f:rhlfugﬁl 2000

The Secretary,
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY. ?

ey

For Information:

The Flag Officer Commanding,
H.M. AUSTRALIAN FLEET,

The Commander,
AUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARE & PATROL FORCES.

HMAS ARCHER - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS OCTOBER 1971

l. The report of proceedings of HMAS ARCHER for the
month of October 1971 is forwarded for the information of the

Naval Board.

2e Over the weekend 2nd-2rd October, an extensive
programme of preparation for Navy Day at Garden lIsland was
undertaken, and on 10th October the ship proceeded to Garden
Island. 6ver 3000 visitors inspected the ship.

. Over the weekend 23rd-24th October the ship was
manned by Bravo Crew under the command of LCDR RLEX R. BISHOP,
RANR, and carried out exercises in the Sydney-Brisbane Bay area.

Enclosure : Report of Proceedings - October, 1971.
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Distance Steamed during the Month

23=24 October 124.0 miles

Hours underway during the Month

23=24 October 11 hours 10 minutes
Total distance steamed since Commissioning 20,626.0 miles
Total hours underway since Commissioning 1449 hours 35 minutes
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

HMAS CHER _ Report of Proceedings grmy 7/
{:ﬂé(ﬂs ",

D _of*

21/

pece G

Dok o2
| ' AS(TS) (Néssﬁ;mlq,’b _,

NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Board Members
may see these reports soon after they reach
Navy Office,

B. The report will be given again to Board Members
with Director's comments if there is any matter
of special interest in those comments,

C. Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred
to Directors and Heads of Branches,

D. If any matter requires comprehensive treatment
on reference to another Branch a new file should
be raised, a suitable note being made above.
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[§] G |as
ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NA —d
TELEPHONE: OFficE oF THe commanding,
35.0444 FLAG OFFICER INXEAUEK
w seney auore No1/16/280., GARDEN ISUAMD, NS W, 2000

The Secretary,
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY.

For Information: 9% JP

The Flag Officer Commanding,
H.M. AUSTRATIAN FLEET,

The Commander, Australian Mine
Warfare and Patrol Forces.

H.M.A.S., ARCHER -~ REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
NOVEMBER 1971 |

a a a - - -

1. The report of proceedings of H.M.A.S5. ARCHER for
the month of November, 1971, is forwarded for the information
of the Naval Board.

2e Over the weekend 1l3th-14th November the ship was
manned by Charlie crew under the command of LCDR RLEX R.O.
ALBERT, RANR,, and carried out a weekend cruise to Newcastle.

3. Over the weekend 27th-28th November, the ship was
manned by Alpha crew under the command of LCDR RLEX B.C,
ROWLAND, RANR, and carried out training in the Port Hacking/
Broken Bay area.

4. On Tuesday 30th November, the ship was inspected

by my Chief of Staff to ensure that she was materially prepared
for duty as starting boat for the Sydney-Hobart Yacht Race.

%/I‘Mﬁmfcm&

/ REAR-ATMIRAL

Enclogsure : HMAS ARCHER - Report of Proceedings - November, 1971.
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HMAS ARCHER
at Sydney

30th November, 1971.

To: Commanding Officer (Reserves)
From: Sea Training Officer

Info: Staff Officer (Reserves)

HMAS ARCHER - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

November 1971

1. On Saturday 6th, Saturday 20th and Sunday 21lst
November a maintenance programme was carried out
to have the ship ready .for inspection by FOCEA
30th November.,

2 Oon the weekend of 13/14 November the ship was manned
by Charlie crew under my command and carried out a
weekend training cruise to Newcastle.

3% On the weekend of 27/28 November the ship was manned
by Alpha crew under the command of LCDR B.C. Rowland
and carried out a weekend training cruise in the Port
Hacking/Broken Bay area. During that weekend further
maintenance was carried out and assistance was given
in Broken Bay to the crew of the motor cruiser
"Gunyang" by providing a party to take the launch to
Palm Beach and arrange for a sick woman on board to
be taken by ambulance to Mona Vale Hospital.

4. The ship was inspected by Commodore A.N. Dollard on
30th November, and permission given for her to
participate as starter's boat for the Sydney/
Hobart race and Pittwater Regatta.

5e The health and conduct of the ship's company was
satisfactory during the period.

I

R.0. Albert LCDR RLEX

-

Appendix
Hours under way during month 20,51
Distance steamed during month 281.2

Hours under way since commissioning

Distance steamed since commissioning

L
b i - J
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APPENDIX

Distance Steamed during the Month 28l.2 miles

Hours underway during the month 20 hours 51 minutes

Total distance steamed since Commissioning 20,907.2 miles

Total hours underway since Commissioning 1470 hours 26 minutes
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

. ﬁ% Report of Proceedings A

g(ms){/ﬁﬁ
{ G o3

DrkcEYs
W e/3

AS(NS) (55 ’\ﬁp\g

HISTORIAN

NOTES: A, This copy is circulated so that Board Members may see
These reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

B. The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments.

Ce. Circulation lists numbers 2 and %3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.

D, If any matter requires comprehensive treatment on
reference to another Branch a new file should be raised,

a suitable note being made above.
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

TELEPHONE: OFFICE OF THE Oﬂmmandlng ’
35.0444 FLAG OFFICER IR XCHARY
EAST AUSTRALIA AREA,
wresy quote  17,1/16/ 2?3 GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000
g lflr- J fi
"

The Secretary, 2

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY.

For Ipformation: )

25 FES 1972

The Flag Officer Commandlng,

The Commander,
AUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARE & PATROL FORCES.

—

H.M.A.S. ARCHER -~ REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS, DECEMBER

1971
ds The enclosure is forwarded for information.
2o The ship remained at her berth for the periods

she was not manned as detailed in the enclosure.

') CHIEF OF STAFF
for FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING,

EAST AUSTRALIA AREA.

Enclosure : HMAS ARCHER Report of Proceedings for December,
1971,
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To: Commanding Officer (Reserves)
From: Sea Training Officer

Info: Staff Officer (Reserves)

HMAS ARCHER =~ REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

December 1971

1. On Saturday 4th December the ship was manned by Bravo
crew under the command of LCDR R. Bishop and carried

out a training cruise and surface shoot.

2. On Saturday llth December a maintenance programme was
carried out to prepare the ship for the start of the

Sydney-Hobart Yacht Race.

3. On Sunday 26th December the ship, manned by a
composite crew under the command of LCDR R. Bishop,
acted as official vessel for the start of the Sydney-
Hobart Yacht Race by His Excellency the Governor of
New South Wales. The ship embarked a number of CYC
Officials and guests at 1010L, and His Excellency at
1030L, and after the start of the Race at 1100L
followed the yvachts down Sydney Harbour until 1145L
disembarking His Excellency in Sydney Cove at 1205L,
and CYC Officials and guests at RANTAU afterwards.

4. On Monday 27th December the ship, manned by a composite
crew under the command of LCDR E. Bryden-Brown, acted
as Flag ship for the 65th Annual Pittwater Regatta at
Pittwater, embarking a party of Regatta Officials at
Bayview. On completion of the Regatta the ship was
anchored for the night in the lee of Scotland Island, and

on Sunday 28th December, the weather being unsuitable
for seamanship training, the ship returned to HMAS
WATERHEN at 1107L.

Se The health and conduct of the ship's company was
satisfactory during the period.

/ff" 'i_gh

R.O. Albert LCDR RLEX
Sea Training Officer

Appendix
Hours under way during month 14 37/60

Distance steamed during month  146.7

Hours under way since commissioning
Distance steamed since commissioning
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HMAS /7 KC&QZ,{’ Report of Proceedings \//9/\/-'_2_)-—
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HISTORIAN
NOTES: A,
B.
C.
D.
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

This copy is circulated so that Board Members may see
these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

Tpe report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments.

Circulation ligsts numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.

If any matter requires comprehensive treatment on
reference to another Branch a new file should be raised,
a suitable note being made above.
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NA

OFFICE OF THE Cnmmandmg,

TELEPHONE:
35.0444 | FLAG OFFICER HiK@HARGET
£ /Aa STRALIA AREA,
wrsy auore e 1/16/ 38”’ ’ GARDEN ISLAND., N.S.W., 2000
28 F5 AN
The Secretafﬁ,
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY. cER 972
‘15

For Information:

The Flag Officer Commanding,
H.M. AUSTRALIAN FLEET.

The Commander,
AUSTRATLIAN MINE WARFARE & PATROL FORCES

H.M.A.S. ARCHER - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
JANUARY 1972

- The enclosure is forwarded for information.

2
The ship remained at her berth for the periods
she was not manned as detailed in the enclosure.

- CHIEF OF STAFF
for FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING,
EAST AUSTRALIA AREA.

Enclosure ¢ HMAS ARCHER Report of Proceedings for January, 1972.

’/
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HMAS ARCHER
at Sydney

31st January, 1972.

To: Commanding Officer (Reserves)
Froms: Sea Training Officer
Info: staff Officer (Reserves)

HMAS ARCHER - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

January 1972

l. On Saturday and Sunday 29th and 30th January the Ship was
manned by the crew for the ACT 1/72 and carried out the
work-up training serials of its work-up programme for the
PBX 1/72. The serials were carried out in the Sydney/
Botany Bay/Broken Bay area, the Ship anchoring for the
night in Refuge Bay.

2. In the afternoon of Sunday 30th January the Ship was de-
stored prior to her intermediate docking due to commence
on 7th February.

3. The health and conduct of the Ship's company was
satisfactory during the period.

/ﬁ L

R.0, Albert LCDR RLEX
Sea Training Officer

AppendiXx
House under way during month 10 15/60
Distance steamed during month 108.0

Hours under way since commissioning

Distance steamed since commissioning
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

HMAS CHER L Report of Proceedings [ER 1974

HISTORIAN

NOTES: A, This copy is circulated so that Board Members may see
these reports soon after they reach Navy Office,

B. The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments.

Ce. Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.

D. If any matter requires comprehensive treatment on
reference to another Branch a new file should be raised,
a suitvable note being made above,

Nﬁ%\%_
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NA

TELEPHONE: OFFICE OF THE  Commanding,
35.0444 FLAG OFFICER KEERERERK

EAST AUSTRALIA AREA,
IN REPLY QUOTE an/16/280- GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W., 2000

The Secretary,
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY.

17 MAR 1972

For Information:

The Flag Officer Commanding,
H.M. AUSTRALIAN FIEET.

The Commander,
AUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARE & PATROL FORCES.

H.M.A.S. ARCHER = REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
FEBRUARY, 1972

The enclosure is forwarded for information.

CEH OF STAIF

for FLAG OFFICER COMVANDING,
EAST AUSTRALIA AREA.

Enclogsure ¢ HMAS ARCHER Report of Proceedings - February 1972.
(3 Copies)
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HMAS ARCHER
at Sydney

26th February, 1972.

To: Ccommanding Officer (Reserves)
From: Sea Training Officer
Info: Staff Officer (Reserves)
S ARCHER = REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

February 1272

1. An intermediate docking of the Ship was carried out by
Sydney Shipway and Engineering Co. Pty. Limited from
8th to 14th Februaryv.

2. on the night of Thursday 17th February the Ship was
- re-~-stored.

3. On Szturday 19th February the Ship was manned by the
crew for the ACT 1/72 and carried out work-up serials
for the PBX 1/72 in company with HMA Ships BOMBARD and
BUCCANEER. The serials were carried out in the Sydney/
Broken Bay area, a formation anchorage being carried out

in Broken Bay.

puring the work-up serilals, a sea inspection was carried
out by yourself and myself accompanied by the Captain of

HMAS WATERHEN.

4, The Ship is due to sail in company with HMA Ships BOMBARD
and BUCCANEER on Sunday 27th February to participate in
PBX 1/72. A separate Report of Proceedings will be
forwarded to FOCEA with copies to you and COMAUSMINPABFOR.

5. The health and conduct of the Ship's Company was satisfactory

during the period. Z W

| " R.O. Albert LCDR RLEX
Sea Training Officer

Appendix:
Hours under way duriﬂﬁ?igg to 26th February 7 00/60

Distance steamed during period 71.3
Hours under way since commissioning 1502 Hours - 18 minutes
Distance steamed since commissioning  21,233.2 Miles

i
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

HMAS ﬁfﬁﬁfETQ ;gp?rt uf_Prﬂceedinga ot 7

AAS(HS/M‘}%. : e =
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HISTORIAN

NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Board Members may See
these reports soon after they reach Navy Office,

B. The report will be given again to Board Members wi?h
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments.

¢. (Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.
b2
D. If any matter regquires comprehensive treatment on
reference to another Branch a new file ghould be
raised, a suitable note being made above.
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'ROYAL AUSTRALIAN

TELEPHONE: OFFICE OF THE Commanding,
35.0444 FLAG OFFICER [N EHARGE

T / EAST AUSTRALIA AREA,
IN REPLY QuoOTE 1| 4 1/ 1 GARDEN ISLAND, N.5S.W., 2000

The Secretar
DEPARTIMENT OI "THE NAVY.

91 APR 1372

For Information:

The Flag Officer Commanding,
H.M. AUSTRALIAN FLEET,

The Commander,
AUSTRATIAN h.HP WARFARE & PATROL FORCES.

1. M.A.S. ARCHER = REPORT OF PROCEEDIINGS IFFOR THE
PERIOD 27th FEBRUARY, 1972 - 20th INMARCH, 1972,

and 24th March 1972 = 30th March, 1972.

[ The enclosures are forwarded for information.

2. The matter at varagraph 2% of enclosure 1, is being
dealt with separately. (File NC.74/4/31).

STAFF
for FLAG OFFICER COMMANDIING,
BAST AUSTRALIA AREA.

¥

Bnclosures: 1. HMAS ARCHER Report of Proceedings -
4 27th February-20 March 1972. (3 Copies).

2. HMAS ARCHER Report of Proceedings -
2%rd March to 30th March, 1972.(% Copies).
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At Sydneye

“he Mag C‘fffiﬁer Commeniiing,
RY AITRALIAN Fiiofe

for information: |
ihe flog Cfficor Commanding, ITALT AUSTRILIA ARDAe

ine Comr fmier, Australlan Dinpwsedpar & Yairol rorces,
The Ilnval Officer=in-Charge, L. iTSLA2D.

Giry 3

I have the honour to roport the prncamﬂing*ﬂ of HLAS
ATCITIR unler my command for the period 23rd lMarch to 30th
| Barchy 1972, |

2, 1) joined HiA5 ANCIIR at Cladotons at 1430 on 23rd
tarche The pasonre crewy drawn mainly from the Ship's Company
of LD KIVAICEy Joined at the samoe timo,

30 HEAS ARCHOR cast off nnd proceslod from Cladstone at :

5900 on 24th larche 'hen clear of Vort Curiis the ship borcan ¥

to experienco utmng south evasterly conditions. Foot of tke Ea
| - orew had Joined HNAS ADVANCE during refit ard had not Leen 4o

| son in a patrol bont bLoafore; seasicknens took its inevitable toll,

| Raday type 975 and all thres window-wipors foileds At 1145 course

was altered to siarboard for Hervey Bey vhero 1 hoped to find

gheltored anchora e in the lee of Irasor Ioland.

| ! 4e it 17{)-‘.) HHAS ARCHEL sacured port side alonrside HNAS
¥ ADRCIT (LCDR J.Se MeIWDYRE, RAN) which was anchored off Candy
Cape Lishte 2oth ships romained in the anchiorase ovornight,

Ne The folloewing morning (Zf:-th Yareh) brouwld no imrrove—
mont in the weather annl the anchorsse waz becomdng uncomfortablae
apther forecasts indiented that the prevailing south ecsiorly
coniitions were wldespresd and likely to continue for some dnyss =
I tharefore decided to proceed for Dundaborg in company with IiLAS
- ADHCI7e Tho two ships procosled at 1000 and HWAS AZCHER secured
: atarboard side to alonsside IHIAS ADNCIT at tho oil whar! at lort
Dundaborg at 1335 on 25th MHarch, Ay Wt

. I.Iail‘l
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Geo Jerth was shifted to the Sugar “harf at 0750 on
elth L:B.rﬂh-
Te Yavourable weather forecnsts woro received on the

foranoon of 20th March enl HHAD ARCIIIR cast off and procecoded
for Uydnoy at 1300 on that daye

Ce Condlitions in tho vicinity of Cendy Cape were otill
rathor lumpy, dut they nteadily improved {from Doudle Islard
foint southwarda,

Oe A rendezvous was made with IMAS BUCCANTR (LoUT
feRe THOMI'CON, R'N) 4in tho vicinity of Smolzy Cape at 1855 on
29th l'archy who then proceedod in company with IBIAG ARCHIR,
10 Joth shipa entered Fort Jackson at 0730 on 30th
March and after a brief stop in 1t'iddle larbowr to wach down
and clean ship, securad alonsoide at IMMAD WATUDAIN at 0925,

1e The passare orew disombarked on arrival at Sydnoys
The conduct of the Ship's Company during the period urder
roport has boesn satisfactory.

I have thoe honour to be
a4, _ Ary

Your obodient sexrvant,

Jo He LATTIN)
LINIIIART COMMANDTR, RAN
CORMARTING OFFICTR,

] e e e o R -
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'F
DS ANCEDR STSANING FISURLS
FOR TR FEIIOD 2%=30 VARCH
227z

Pistance ateamed during poriods 840,1 miles e
Hoursa urrlu:"wny during periods 573 hourne

g

) o
31
| ST
11

& ! 4
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i X " ler!l-ﬂllj‘l ARCHER

23RD MARCH, 1972.

FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING

| EAST AUSTRALIA AREA

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

27TH FEBRUARY - 20TH MARCH, 1972.

Copies to: Commander Australian lMine Countermeasures and Patrol Boat Forces.
Staff Officer (Reserve Training) H.M.A.S5. WATSON,
Commanding Officer (Reservey l.M.i.5. WATSON.

Sir,

1. I have the honour to submit Report of Proceedings covering the
twenty~-two day training period to 20th March 1972 of H.M.A.5. ARCHER
which included participation in PBX 1/72 in the lMilme Bay area.

2 Following Divisions and an ins ection by Commanding Officer (Reserves)
HeMoAoSe ARCHER sailed from il.MoAeS. WATERHEN at 271000K February 72 with
HeMoAsS, BUCCANEER (Leut. W.R. Thompson) and H.M.A.5. BOMBARD (Leut A.I.
Cameron) in company) Sydney Heads were cleared at 1035 in overcast conditions
with winds generally light and easterly. Ships were formed in line abreast
at double standard distance and proceed at 17 knots on direct passage to
Gladstone. Barly communication probleus were soon overcome and the

remainder of the day was without incident, At sunset ships were formed

into line ahead and distance opened to 1000 yards for night steaming.

Se By the morning of 28th February, a rising wind and 5.5, swell had
made conditions unpleasant but progress was satisfactory. At 1445 ships
were again formed into line ahead as freguent rain squalls caused visibility
to deteriorate. There was soune doubt as to whether we were to meet
HeMoAeSe ADROIT (LCDRe GeL. Boyd) to the north of Cape Moreton but in the
event this ship did not appear and course was set for Gladstone.

4, At 0300 on 29th February a power failure caused a gyro topple and OTC
was accordingly passed to H.\l.A.5. BUCCANLER until 0735 when the Port Curtis
fairway buoy was in sight. HeMeAsos ARCHER berthed alongside H.MeAdiDo
ADROIT at Gladstone at 1040, Also present was H.MsdeS5. BARRICADE (Leut D.
Jones)e The problem of the power failure resulted fgos blocked fuel
filters. It was therefore decided that all filters would be changed every
second watch and hereafter there were no further problems on board,

De HoMo.A.5. BUCCANEER was to remain in Gladstone and at 1800, H.Med.Se.
ARCHER sailed for Cairns via the inner reef route with H.M.A.S. ADROIT and
HeMoAoS., HCNBRRIin company. Night passage was unementful.,

Ge Whitsunday Passage was entered at 1200 on 1st March in poor visibility
due to rain squalls. Ships were in line ahead at 500 yards. At 1332 with
Hook Is. abeam, H.MeA.3. adroit reported hitting a log. Ships pulled
off the shipping lane towards Hayman Island. A professional diver aboard
ADROIT volunteered to inspect damage and it was with considerable reserv-
ation that this was agreed to. A gquick inspection showed a port propellor
blade bent and a maximum speed of 15 knois was suggested. Course was
therefore resumed for Cairns where the ships arrived at 1044 on 2nd March,
1972. En route both ADROIT and BOMBARD reported radars U/5 which made the
overweight passage between Palm Island and Russel Island interesiings
Visibility was bad and ARCHER was kept busy relaying ranges and bearings
Bq ships in company. Also en route ADROIT reported a broken port wheel-
ouse screen. At Cairns il..i.A.S. BARBETTE (LDR. i.H., Aston) {.M.A.S.
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BAYONET (Leut. J.V.W. Hart) and H.M.A.S. SAMARAI (Leut F. Allica) were
present, Later BUCCANEER and BARRICADE arrived.

Te HeM.AeS. ARCHER sailed from Cairns at 1200 on 3rd March under the
orders of H.M.A.5. BARBETTE, with BUCCANEER and BAYONLT in company, for
passage across the Coral sea to Samarai. Apart from a minor engine
defect on the morning of 4th March the passage was without incident and
ships anchored at Samarai at 1535 on 4th March 1972. Wweather en route
was excellent.,

8. The ship fuelled at Samarai at 0700. Divisions were held at

1115 and the day was otherwise spent in self maintenance. A pre exercise
briefing was held at 2000 on board H.M.A.3. ANZAC (CDR.I.ACallaway) which
anchored at 1930, During the day H.M.A.S. AITAPE, LADAVA, LAE, ASSAIL
arrived.

O. ARCHER weighed at 0700 on 6th March 1972 to commence exercise
work-up serials, Prior to weighing BARBETTE advised engine trouble and
ARCHER was ordered to take charge of Blue Force with BAYONET and ASSAIL

in company, ships proceeded to the east Milne Bay area where ship handling,
Man Overboard, Towex, and 0.0.W. Manoeuvre serials were completed.
“ildshipman Cush had joined from ANZAC and he appeared to enjoy his first
taste of shiphandling. BARSETTE rejoined at 1252 and after further 0.0.V.
manoeuvres ships of both forces joined ANZAC for an AACRTX which completed
at 1550, Course was then set for Samarai via China Strait as a blind
pilotage exercise and ARCHER anchored at 1621. We kept station during
this serial but were unable to participate due to a defective radar.

10, All ships sailed at 0600 on 7th March in conditions of poor

visibility, wind force 5 and an ¥unpleasant south® westerly swell. AA
conditions were poor and at 0900 the exercise was cancelled, At 0901, Aﬂﬂ?
ARCHER was ordered to alotau to collect radar spares and LM(P) Hodgson of
H.M.A.5. ANZAC. The ship berthed at Samarai en route and a phon
to Alotau ensured that the aircraft would be Met and our spar
on the wharf, The ADC, Local Goverument, was embarked fg» passage to
Alotau.  ARCHER berthed at Alotau at 1451 and the ADC (fl.G. Lambden) and
the D.u.C, (Mr. E. Sharp) were entertained on board. The radar defect
made good, ARCHER sailed at 1909 and joined ANZAC, BA¥YONET and ASSAIL in
eastern Milne Bay at 2040 for a N.E.X. This concluded at 2245 and the
ship anchored at Sawarai at 2346,

11, On 8th March, only ARCHER and BAYONET were available from Blue Force
and the ships weighed at 0730 and proceeded for a SUFX. When SAYONET strean=-
ed the target, the wire parted. After an hours unsuccessful search, per-
mission was sought and given to carry out a shoot on Le Brumn Is. which
completed at 1117.8hips rejoined ANZAC at 1245 and an AACRFX was conducted,

On completion, ARCHER anchered at Samarai at 1730, A NEX planned for the
evening was cancelled due to inclement weather. Mr. M. Frost (RANEL) was
embarked for the day.

12, Thursday 9th March was planned for Self maintenance and replenishment.
ARCHER weighed at 0852 and berthed alongside ANZAC at 0858 to ewbark
coastwatchers. These were landed at Sariba and Slade Island and ARCHER
returned to anchorage at 1446, weighing again to fuel at Samarai at 1846,
finally returning to anchor at 2155,

135. The period 100800 - 112122 was spent in participation in the Longex
which was most stimulating and of the best training value possible,

ARCHER acted as OTC of Blue Force between the night hours of 1830 and 0050,
and over the period was involved in four AA actions and four PB actions.
Details are covered by ARCHER letter to COMPNGNAV dated 17th March 1972,
The exercise concluded for us when ARCHER anchored at Gili Gili at 2122 on
i1th Marche.
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14, ARCIHER weighed at 0750 on 12th March amd joined all ships for a
ceremonial steam past Alotau and Samarai before auchoring at Samarai 1146.
The ADC Samarai (Mr. G. Mathews) was embarked for the steanm past. After
a post exercise meeting on board ANZAC at 1300, ARCHER sailed for Port
Moresby at 1600 with ADROIT (OTC) and BAYONET in Company. Midshipmen
Bovill and Tau joined for passage.

135, All ships berthed at Port lioresby at 0800 on 13th March. Arrivals
during the day were H.M.A.5. ANZAC, AITAPL, LAE, LADAVA,

16, After an interesting visit, ARCHER sailed in company with ADROIT
and BAYONET at 1300 on 14th March for passage across the Coral sea to
Cairns where ships berthed at 1635 and fuelling commenced,

17, ARCHER sailed with ADROIT at 0554 on 16th March for Gladstone.

Weather conditions deteriorated steadily during the afternoon with a short
Se.l. swell and an increasing wind. In the late afternoon ARCIER's radar

gave wouble and thereafter it could only be used for 10 minute periods. The 1
wealher was very poor with an increasing 5.E. wind. Once we cleared
Coppersmith light and it wus decided to sheltcr behind Scawfell Island where
the ships anchored at 0100 on 17th March, weighing again at 0600 in an

effort to make Gladstone.

18, Jduring the forenoon, conditions were poor, wind 135° force 2, swell
S.k. 7 feet and short and ships again sheltered at Middle Percy Island
where we anchored at 1135 hoping for an improveuent.

19, It was planned to sail at 0530 in the hope that early morning
weather conditions might allow progress. ilowever ADROIT had battery
problems and in the event ships weighed at 1003 and proceeded south of
Fercy Islands for Gladstone.

20, Conditions were not unreasonable until approximately 1230 and a

speed of 16 knots was maintained. Wind force freshe@led to 6 and a steep
short swell was worrying, There was by now little option but to continue
with caution and a very uncomfortable afternoon was spent. At 1757 course
was altered to 090 to gain searoom and at 1820 the port forward lifebuoy
carried away inflating in the process when in positionm 22" 10's 151 11.8' E.
It was not considered advisable to turn the ship and the raft was therefore
not recovered,

21, A tired ships company berthed ARCHER at Gladstomne at 0012 on 19th
March 1972. '

22, On berthing efforts were made to contact Fleet Headquarters in Sydney
and this contact was established later in the morning. The problem was
presented that ARCILER was due to complete the training period that day and
was still 700 miles from home. Weather information frowm Brisbane was not
encouraging especially for the Cape Moreton area, A final decision was made
at 1530 that the ships company should be discharged in Gladstone and the
ship remain in the care of shipkeepers until some moderation in the weather
made her return to Sydney possible, Signals were sent accordingly. Viz
190730 Z refers.

Iff~iﬁff”
23, The morning of 10th March was spent obtaining travel warrants, and
securing the ship for itd stay. The ships company flew from Gladstone
1420 arriving at Sydney Airport at 1830. Full details of the decision to
leave ARCILR at Gladstone are given in my letter to Commanding Officer H.M.A.S.
WATSON dated 21st March 1972,
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24, Th#d e the most preductive ACT ended in anti-climax. It is hoped
that this fact will not obscure in any way the training value of the
remainder of the cruise. IFor probably the first time in recent years the
RANR was able to obtain first class training in an operational role. It
is thought most strongly that more of this type of training will produce

a more effective RANR, The keeness and enthusiasm of the ships company
never waned and it is felt that the performance of the ship during the
exercise reflected this. Mechanically, ARCHER ran very well which is a
testimony to the manner in which the engineering staff were able to
anticipate troubles during maintenance periocdse

25 The health welfare morale and geuneral behaviour of the ships company
were excellent.

I have the honour to be,
S1r,

Your obedient servant,

E.D. MURPHIE
LCDR RLEX

COMMANDING OFFICER.

Enclse Appendix 4.
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HMAS ARCHER,

23rd March, 1972,

APPENDIX A

Distance Steamed 4291 HMiles

Hours Underway 285
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DEPARTMENT CF THE NAVY

HMAS ﬁ'RCHf-ﬁ %epprt of Pr?ceedings ﬂfﬁfh 7.?

- E— - -‘-l-ll-'—.r—-|
——— i —

©. T Lo io mot reguiscil sl AvL copp29A
Pasn 12, K 6/

'w%

Tof 3 “&f

/Des/ﬁ% /51/(
" W)u@@v 3[7

HISTORIAN
NOTE3S: A. This copy is circulated so that Board Memberg mey see
these reporis soon after they reach Navy 0ffice,
B, The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special

interest in those comments.

¢. Circulation lists numbers 2 and 5 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.

D. If any matter requires comprehensive treatment on
reference to another Branch a new file should De
raised, a suitable note being made above,

£
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CA. \ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY——

i, OFFICE OF THE  Commanding,
35.0444 * FLAG OFFICER JNCGMARGES

i EAST AUSTRALIA AREA,
w repty quore 1. 1/16/280. 2 GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W., 2000

The Secretary,
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY.

30 MAY 1972

For Information:

The Commander,
AUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARE & PATROL FORCES.

H.M.A.S. ARCHER - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS = APRIL 1972

1. No sea training was carried out during the month
and the ship remained alongside H.M.A.S5. WATERHEN. Self
maintenance was carried out by RANR crews over three week-

ends.

2 Monthly Steaming figures are at Annex A.

R Do tin

CHIEF OF STAFF
for FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING,
EAST AUSTRALIA ARFEA.

.l.

Enclosure ¢ ANKNEX A.
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ANNEX 'A?

Hours under way during period : NIL.
Distance steamed during period : NIL.
Hours under way since commissioning: 1844.6

Distance steamed since commissioning: 264,%564.3
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DEPARTIENT OF THE NAVY

BEMAS RCHER  Report of Proceedings maAay 197

NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Board Members
may see these reports soon after they reach
Navy Office,

B. The report will be given again to Board Members
with Director's comments if there is any matter
of special interest in those comments,

Ce Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred
to Directors and Heads of Branches,

D. If any matter requires comprehensive treatment
on reference to another Branch a new file should
be raised, a suitable note being made above.
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30 s & » 15 | L 13571
ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY - —
TELEPHONE: OFFICE OF THE Commnding,
35.0444 FLAG OFFICER DOTEEREX
——— P 1/16/280. rE;AfnTnEAr'il fgﬁﬁgugﬁf, 2000

The Secretary,
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY.

For Information 29 JUN 1972

The Flag Officer Commanding,
H.M. AUSTRALIAN FLEET.

The Commander,
AUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARE & PATROL FORCE.

HMAS ARCHER - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS MAY 1972

1. On the weekend of 13/14 May the ship, under the Command
of ICDR RIEX E.E. Brownfield, RANR, carried out a training cruise
in the Broken Bay/Newcastle area remaining overnight at Newcastle.
Although sea conditions did not allow any training to take place
at sea, a comprehensive training programme was carried out in
Broken Bay and Newcastle Harbour.

2. Self-maintenance was carried out on two weekends during
the period.

Be Monthly Steaming figures are at Annex A.

Bt

CHIEF OF STAFF
for FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING,
EAST AUSTRALIA AREA.

\b/' " ANNEX A.
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ANNEX A

Hours under way during period: 13hrs

Distance steamed during period: 189 miles

Hours under way since Commissioning: 1,859 hrs - 18 mins.
Distance steamed since Commissioning: 26,553.3 miles
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

HMAS A RCHER Report of Proceedings """'”,mﬂa_. (97 A

és(m%/f%.

Mcég’/féff

éﬁf%:ﬂ
Méw/?

BWQ 2/

4 '1/}/'?(

SEGH.M;;/JV

C of ¥/ Cﬁ{%?g
kP 24-/% .
B ;

FHiadlorcoo

NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Board Members

may see these reports soon after they reach
Navy Office,

B, The report will be given again to Board Members
with Director's comments if there is any matter
of special interest in those comments.,

C. Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred
to Directors and Heads of Branches,

D. If any matter requires comprehensive treatment
on reference to another Branch a new file should
be raised, a suitable note being made above,

j@\@
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‘ * i 3649 |
J AUG A ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY | J
w3iBTRY
S B - e — OFFICE OF THE Commanding,
35.0444 FLAG OFFICER DRLEARGES
IN REPLY QUOTE N -1/ 16/ 280. Eiirn:#fgtnﬁ'l‘?ﬂ“: E: 2000
o NG 1972
The Secretary, “.-8 R

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY.

For Information (Without Enclosure).

The Flag Officer Commanding,
H.M. wsmmm FLEET. (With Annex)

The Commander, (With Annex)
AUSTRATLIAN MINE WARFARE & PATROL FORCE.

HMAS ARCHER - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS = JUNE 1972

1. On Saturday, 3rd June, 1972, the ship was manned
by the crew for the AOT 2/72 under the commend of ICDR E.E.
Brownfield and carried out a work-up programme for that ACT
in the Sydney/Broken.Bay area. Eleven planned drills were
carried out during the day.

2 On Saturday, 17th June, 1972, self-maintenance
was carried out by members of the ACT crew and other RANR
personnel.

Se During the period 18th to 30th June, 1972, the

ship carried out ACT 2/72 under the command of ICDR E.E.
Brownfield, RANR, in the Sydney/Whitsunday area. The enclosure
is the report on this period.

4. Monthly steaming figures are contained in the Annex.

A e tar_

CHIEF OF STAFF
for FLAG OFFICER COMVANDING,

W{ EAST AUSTRALIA AREA.
Enclosure ¢ HMAS WATSON letter of 7th July, 1972 = 3 copies.

Annex oteaming figures.
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H. M. A.S. Watson
Tuly 7, 1972

The Flag Officer Commanding

Fast Australian Aresa.

R__Epnrt of Proceedings

A.C.T., June 18 - 30, 1972

oir,

I have the honour to submit my report of proceedings for H. M. A. Ship

ARCHER under my command for A, C, T, 2/72.

2. The Ship's company joined on Saturday, June 17, 1972 to
complete preparations and the ship slipped and proceeded

for Gladstone at 1030 on Sunday, June 18.

3. Fine weather prevailed during the passage north thus
enabling\ the ship's company to comfortably settle into
routine, as well as certain drills and exercises to be

carried out.

4, During the afternoon of Monday, June 19 the radar became

unserviceable ( picture failure ) and I requested spares for

Mackay.

9. The ship berthed at No. 2 Auckland Point Wharf at 1030

on Tuesday, June 20. This stop was principally for

refuelling purposes and the ship slipped at 1630 and proceeded for
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the Percy Islands area.

6. Your programme originally scheduled exercises in company

with H. M. A, Ship BARRICADE at the Percy Islands. However

in the meantime BARRICADE was otherwise required,
( TUG 503 escort ) and it was now my intention to work

independently.

7. Subsequent events consequent upon my apparently having taken
on contaminated fuel at Gladstone are detailed in my report

to H . M. A.S. WATERHEN a copy of which I attach.

8. In fact the unfortunate situation of my being adrift for 14 hours
occurred at the best time in the total programme and the
ordeal was lightened considerably by the fine weather and

professional performance by the ship's company.

D I should like to mention especially my charge ERA currently

RHEN.

&

serving in the F.P. B. maintenance staff at H. M. A. S. WAT!
His cheerful, competent and dedicated service throughout this
A.C.T. was throughly professional and in the best traditions of the
service. Not only was this so in the technical aspects of his

duties but also in his other responsibilities as a Senior Sailor.

=
Z

10. Since I have no other formal means to report on ERA(D) 1 OGD]
for this period I hope you will consider referring my comments

as you think fit.

11. My officers and other senior sailors conducted themselves
excellently throughout this period and it has been a pleasure to

report upon their progress during the A. C. T.
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12, The ship secured to the Tourist Jetty, Mackay at 1748 on Friday,

June 23 and remained overnight. At 0700 the following morning assistance

was given on request to yacht LORELI of Sydney. This vessel had

flooded through leaving an engine sea cock open overnight.

13. We proceeded at 0847 for Brampton Island, securing to the jetty there
at 1045 Saturday, June 24. The ship's company landed for a banyan.

During the afternoon we embarked some of the management, staff, and
guests for a 30 minute cruise, before finally slipping at 1630 en route

to Brisbane.

14. The passage was uneventful except that the weather worsened off Fraser
Island ( cross sea, swell; wind F 4 ) and I accordingly anchored in
Wide Bay at 1930 on Sunday June 25 to allow some rest during supper.
The ship weighed at 2050 and we entered North West Channel -
Morteon Bay at 0145 and anchored in Brisbane Roads off Redcliffe
at 0420, Monday, June 26.

Ll

15. Weighed anchor at 0723 and proceeded up river to H. M. A. S. MORTEON,
securing alongside H. M. A. Ship BARRICADE at 0855. H. M. Ship HYDRA

was also alongside but sailed at 0915.

16. I spoke informally with N. O.1.C. Queensland, CMDR EVANS who

indicated that he did not require a formal call.

17. The ship slipped at 1109 on Tuesday, June 27 an hour ahead of schedule.
This was in view of H. M. A. Ship BARRIDADE having slipped earlier in the
A. M. with TUG 503 and my desire to do some work with her.

18. Subsequently we carried out some stationkeeping exercises with both ships

from about 1600 to 1700 off Noosa Heads before resuming my programmed
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19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

295.

passage to Coffs Harbour.

The ship secured to Coff's Harbour Pier at 0805 on Wednesday June 28
and was met by Mr. R. Firman the Shire Clerk. I had written
previously to the Shire Clerk offering to call on the Shire President and
to open the ship to visitors. These events were carried out and the
Shire President, Councillor C. H. VOST kindly addressed the

ship's company, on returning my call. 58 visitors came on board
during the afternoon and a further 12 boys, being prospective members
of a Sea Cadet Unit were shown over the ship. The Hsrbour Master,

Captain I. L. SIMMS is currently organising a Unit at Coffs Harbour.

The berths at Coffs Harbour are subject to considerable surge and it
1s suggested that small vessels if remaining overnight should clear the

harbour or secure firmly to the buoys to the south west of the pier.

The ship slipped at 1901 and proceeded for Broken Bay where we
anchored at 0820 on Thursday, June 29 off Cowan Point.

During the forenoon some valuable and imaginative evolutions were
organised by the First Lieutenant including escape from darkened

messdecks via emergency hatches.

The ship weighed anchor at 0729 on Friday, Tune 30 snd proceeded in an

unusually strong Westerly wind, F7, to Sydney, securing at H. M. A. S.
WATERHEN at 1020.

Following general payment and destoring, the ship was cleared at 1500.

Health was good throughout and some few minor injuries only were sustained.
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26. Morale was generally good throughout on the part of all Reserve

sailors.

sailors onboard, L.

and

However, I regret to inform you that two further PNF
M (P) CONNELY R66773 from H. M. A.S. PENGUIN
E.M. ( W.R.) HAWKINS R94034 from H. M. A.S. KUTTABL)

Lt

have both been charged with serious breaches of discipline, and

will shortly be before their respective Commanding Officers.

27. I am very grateful for again having had the opportunity to refresh

my seaman skills.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servent.

*
. -,.r',;,. - = : -
/((E E. Brownfield )

LLCDR. RLEX. R.A. N.R.

CAPTAIN.
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Distance Steamed 2479 miles

Hours under way 170 hours
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DRILLS AND TRAINING EXERCIS:

TTM]

(RS

Sun. 18.86.792

a.Imn.

p. m.

Mon. 19.6.72

a.lIn.

p.m.

Tues. 20.6. 72

B.- m-

p.m.

Wed. 21.6.72

d.mn.

p.m.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

£S
EVENT
Fire Drill Prior to Slipping

Leaving Ship
Stations Underway

Man overboard &

Fire Drill. ( Full scale)

Man overboard ¢

Fire Drill S
Senior Sailor/

OOW Man's &
OOW Man's

( Fleet work ) i
Steering Gear

Breakdown i

Action Stations 2

40/60 Drill L

" Fire Drill ( In harbour )
RIG Sea Anchor, N O

Tow For'd

Fire Party =

Small Arms Shoot N.U.C.

Fire Drill "
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Fri. 23.6.172

a. IIl.

p-m.

Sun. 25.6. 72

al m-

Tues. 27.6. 72

p.-m.

Wed. 28.6.72

p.m.

Thurs. 29.6. 72

a.lIn.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

I..S. Stations
Fire Drill

Fire Drill

OOW Man's
Fleetwork
Fire Drill

Visitors

Evolutions

Underway

L

"

In Company

Underway

In Harbour

In Harbour
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H.M.A.S. Archer
At Sea

June 23, 1972

TO: B. T. € Waterhen

SUBJECT: HMAS Archer - Contaminated Fuel Sy stem.

This ship had an uneventiul passage of 48 hours from Sydney to Gladstone.

At Gladstone 4658 gallons of A.D.D. was embarked from a BP

tanker. This required three tanker trips and took from 1045 to 1430

The ship slipped at
Mackay. Using STBD main engine and gen

tank ( normal practice ),

on Tuesday, June 20. 1630 and proceeded for
erator isolated to STBD. S )
900 revolutions ( 12 kts )

At 2155 in position 23 degs. 09 mins south 151 degs. 16 mins. east

the STBD generator cut out after revolutions fluctuated.

GYRO toppled -
changed to magnetic compass.

that engine.

Consulation with charge ]

“RA disclosed suspect fuel as "bank"

1.e. STBD side
services, were lost together.

Started port generator and main engine at 2208.

In view of impending unlit passage north (2200 to 0400)

together with 975 U/S (due previous defect)
cape capricorn (

and GYRO defect

FL. W 5 gsecs 26m) with a view to anchoring in shelter to
north of Curtis Island.

RCDIG1072845
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The weather at the time was wind SE light (F2) swell SE 3 ft, sea slight. This
was marred by occasional rain squalls which increased in frequency and intensity before

dying out about 0300.
Proceed south on course 170(m) nmy speed 10.

Subsequently discovered Cape Capricorn light being obscured by rain and with
some passing squalls‘ present at 2352 A/C to 110 degs (m) and at 2355 A/C
to 080 (m). This was to gain maximum sea room since anchoring did not now

seem prudent.

At 0100 ( June 21 ) in view of continuous good performance of port main engine
A/C to 320 degs. (m) intending to make an anchorage at Percy Island to

clean filters.

The port main engine was stopped for similar reasons to previous at 0143.

The port generator load was reduced and kept on.

Subsequent attempts to restart main engines were not successful initially.
Subsequently appeared able to run both main engines but I shut down to retain

for emergency use.
The following actions were then commenced.

Clear away anchors and cables.
Prepare Drogue.
Prepare tow forward.
Fix ship - estimate drift.
My 201632Z Jun 72 - immediate - passed at 210300K.
My subsequent 202010Z ( SITREP) and 2023357 ( Amplifying report )

cover the general situation.

The weather remained clear and sea slight throughout the drift period. Hands

were employed part of ship.

RCDIG1072845
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At 1600 we got underway on STBD main engine Revs 700 ( 9 KTS) and

Changed to Port Main Engine at 1910.

No difficulties were experienced with engines. We had taken the additional
precaution of drawing fuel from reserve tanks containing fuel embarked in Sydney.
Visual contact was made with HMAS Barricade at 2015. We proceeded in
company to a berth in Gladstone securing at 2200.

Work commenced immediately and both R. U. tanks were cleared overnight.

Both were found contaminated and in addition the STBD R. U. tank contained

a 24" x 18" heavy cloth. After some initial delay we commenced discharging

all fuel to a BP railtruck at midday. Prior to this upper and lower fuel samples
were taken from all tanks. Tanks number 1, 2, 6, were found to be contaiminated.
These were force vented, cleaned and refueled in a parallel operation continuing
until 2315.

My 212345Z and 221035 Z refer. Fuel taken on was our own after drawing off

80 gallons of contaminated bottoms and passing through three filters. The

ship slipped at 2325 for a shakedown run in Gladstone Harbour.

At 0317 ( 23rd ) slipped and proceeded for Mackay drawing fuel from tanks

3,4, 5, .

All filters were cleaned regularly throughout the period and prior to first departure,
{xladstone.

It is respectfully suggested as a result of this experience small ships should:

(a) Inspect a sample of the fuel they are getting.
(b) When sailing shortly after refuelling draw from settled tanks
not those just filled.

(c) As far as possible maintain clean tanks.

E. Brownfield LCDR

| o

CAPTAIN

RCDIG1072845
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“\ﬁ N;EQE!‘%TE UNCLASSIFIED

IMMED I ATE 2016322

FM ARCHER

TO COMAUSFLT

INFO ACNB COMAUSM INPABFOR
FOCEA COMAUSPABRON1
WATSON NOIC QLD

//

1... CONSTANT MAIN ENGINE AND GENERATOR FAILURES. SUSPECT DUE T0
CONTAMINATED FUEL EX GLADSTONE. GYRO AND RADAR NOT OPERAT IONAL.
Z.EéTT;A$ggIZIEEDT;EMﬁ;%ES N.E. OF CAPE CAPRICORN, DRIFTING N.W. AT

MUM. WEATHER GCOD SEAS SLIGH *
/ SIX HOURS SAFE DRIFT. : ST —
Jee.. REQUEST ASSIBTANCE

//
!

SSVHKe = P TOD-20/17¢0Z
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UNCLASS IF IED
PRIORITY 2020107

FM ARCHER
TO COMAUSFLT
INFO ACNB NOIC QLD :
FOCEA COMAUSM I NPABFOR
WATSON COMAUSPABRON?1
J //

MY 201632Z SITREP AT FIRST LIGHT. POSITION 12 MILES N N E
OF CAPE CAPRICORN WEATHER FINE SEA CALM SITUATION SATISFACTORY

//

SS VHK4 LP TOD-292/20192
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UNCLASSIFIED

PRIORITY 2023352

FM ARCHER
TO COMAUSFLT

INFO ACNB NOIC QLD

FOCEA COMAUSPABRON1
WATSON COMAUSM INPABFOR
BARRICADE

//

MY 201632Z AND 202010Z AMPLIFYING REPORT. APPROX 5 HRS EX GLADSTORE

AT 201155Z STBD GENERATOR AND THEN STBD MAIN ENGINE LOST REVOLUTIONS.

!

/' GYRO TOPPLED. RADAR ALREADY U/ S MY 2003227 T0 0SS SYDNEY REFERS.

PROCEEDED ON PORT MAIN ENGINE AND GENERATOR TO VICINITY OF CAPE CAPRICORN
IN VIEW OF SUSPECTED FUEL CONTAMINATION AND IMPENDING UNLIT PASSAGE TO

FE RCY ISLAND AREA. INITIALLY INTENDED TO SHELTER IN VICINITY CAPE
CAPRICORN AND THEN SOUGHT SEA ROOM TO E OF CAPE CAPRICORN DUE TO RAIN
SQUALLS REDUCING VISIBILITY AND FUEL SITUATION. PORT MAIN ENGINE STOPPED
AT 201543Z. ATTEMPTS TO RESTART MAIN ENGINES NOT SUCCESSFUL. PORT
GEMERATOR HAS MAINTEINED SERVICE UNDER REDUCED LOAD. ~~SITREP —-= AM
PRESENTLY IN SATISFACTORY POSITION NOW11 MILES 955 FROM CAPE CAPRICORN.
GYRO RESET. RELUCTANT TO PROCEED WITHOUT ESCORT IN THESE WATERS.
SUBSEQUENT ADDITIONAL CHECK SHOWS FUEL HEAVILY CONTAMINATED WITH RED DUST.
AT PRESENT AM IN RADIO CONTACT WITH BARRICADE AN WAIT TO 219902Z FOR R/V.
REQUEST THEN PROCEED TO GLADSTONE IN COY TO CHECK ALL TANKS, CLEAN AS
NECESSARY AND REFUEL. WOULD THEN LIKE TO RESUME MY PROGRAMME ASAP,

YOUR 20022432 CONF IRMED //

SS VHK4 LP TOD-20/23552
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UNCLASS IF [ED

HE PRIORITY 2210352
FM ARCHER

TO COMAUSFLT

INFO FOCEA COMAUSPABRO 1
ACNB COMBUSM INPABFCR
WATSON BARRICADEZ
- NOIC QLD

/!

YOUR 2204427 PROGRAMME. ALL TANKS TESTED TOP AND BOTTOM

SAMPLES RZTAINED. THREE CONTAMINATED TANKS AND READY-USE TANKS
CLEANED, FILTERS CHANGED. |INTEND SAIL AT 2217992 AFTER TWO

' HOUR SHAKEDOWN FOR DAYLIGHT ARRIVAL MACKAY THENCE RESUME MY
PREVIOUS PROGRAMME

SS VHK4 . LP TOD-22/10462
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ANNEX -~ STEAMING FIGURES

Hours under way during month : 175 hours 40 minutes

Distance steamed during month : 2,550 miles.

Hours under way since commiss-
ioning

1,963 hours 8 minutes.

Distance steamed since
commissioning

28,054.2 miles.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

HMAS QR HEeR Report of Proceedings Tusy v

NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Board Members
may see these reports soon after they reach
Navy Office,

B, The report will be given again to Board Members
with Director's comments if there is any matter
of special interest in those comments,

Ce Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred
to Directors and Heads of Branches,

D. If any matter requires comprehensive treatment
on reference to another Branch a new file should
be raised, a suitable note being made above,
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e\ ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY =~ |
| - 0 & ¥
TELEPHONE: | g ¢ ¢ OFFICE OF THE Commanding,
35.0444 i B FLAG OFFICER IN-CHARGE X
IN REPLY QUOTE N. l/ 16/ 280. ‘. ' Eﬁﬂ?#fgf:ﬁéfﬂhgﬁi 2000

The Secretary,
_DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY. 42 SEP 1972

For Information :

The Flag Officer Commanding,
H.M. AUSTRALIAN FIEET.

The Commander,
AUSTRALTAN MINE WARFARE & PATROL FORCES.

HMAS ARCHER - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS JULY 1972

} I The report of proceedings of HMAS ARCHER for the
month of July 1972 is forwarded for the information of the
Naval Board.

24 On the weekend of 8th/9th July the ship, under the
command of Lieutenant Commander G.V. Dobbin, RLEX, carried out
a training cruise in the Broken Bay/Port Stephens area.

Se It had been intended to remain at sea overnight, but
owing to the sea state and preveiling strong winds the ship
eventually anchored for the night in Refuge Bay. Sea conditions
did not allow much training to take place at sea, but a
comprehensive training programme was carried out both in Broken
Bay and Port Stephens.

4, During the training cruise command was delegated to
Lieutenant Commander R.M. Whybrow, RLEX, who has recently qualified
for small ship command and who will be rostered for command of

. ARCHER in the future.

Be Self maintenance was carried out on two weekends during
the period.
6. The health and conduct of the ship's company has been

satisfactory. ﬁéézé:f#\ﬂﬂffﬁqﬂfjfpﬁ

4CHIEF OF STAFF __—
for FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING,
EAST AUSTRALIA AREA.

3

Annex A - Report of Distance steamed hours underway.
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- ANNEZX A =

REPORT OF DISTANCE ST ED HOURS UNDERWAY

119 miles

Distance steamed during the month
Hours under way during the month : & |

Total Distance steamed since
Commissioning

29, 202.3 miles

Hours under way since
Commissioning

2050 hrs. Ol mins.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

This copy is circulated so that Board Members
may see these reports soon after they reach
Navy Office,

The report will be given again to Board Members
with Director's comments if there is any matter
of special interest in those comments,

Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred
to Directors and Heads of Branches,

If any matter requires comprehensive treatment

Report of Proceedings AUCWUST )7 72

on reference to another Branch a new file should

be raised, a suitable note being made above.
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offiCE oF THE Commanding,
FLAG OFFICER IN'CHARGES

35.0444
EAST AUSTRALIA AREA,
i iy cvons W L/1 G/ B8O, GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000

The Secretary,
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY.

9 7 SEP 172,

For Information @

The Flag Officer Commandlng,
H.lMi. AUSTRALIAN FLEET.

The Commander,
AUSTRATLIAN MINE WARFARE & PATROL FORCES.

ARCHER - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS AUGUST 1972

1. The report of proceedings fo HMAS ARCHER for the
month of August 1972 is forwarded for the information of the
N&V&l Bﬂardi

2e On the weekend of 12th/13th August 1972 the ship,
under the commend of ICDR RLEX A.M. WHYBROW, carried out a
training cruise in the Sydney/Newcastle area, remaining over-

night alongside at Newcastle.

S On the passage north blind pilotage exercises were
carried out in the Broken Bay area.

4. The ship departed Mereweather Street Wharf, Newcastle
at 0700K Sunday morning. However, owing to a broken leg
sustained by one of the ship's company while in Newcastle
harhouthhe snip returned to its berth, subsequently sailing
at 1200K,

5e Owing to the delay in Newcastle there was insufficient
time for training on the returm passage to Sydney.

6. On Sunday 20th August the ship manned by the crew for
the ACT 3/72 carried out a day run as a work up for the ACT under
the command of LCDR RLEX C.H. LONGSTAFT, After checking the
magnetic compass and mustering equipment in Sydney Harbour the
ship put to sea at 1105K and returned alongside HIMAS WATERE
at 1514K.,

Te Two self-maintenance days were carried out during the
period and on Sunday 27th the ship's bottom was cleaned by the

RANR Diving Team.

-
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The health and conduct of the ship's company has
been satisfactory.

I

J

' OF STAFF

for FLA

OFFICER COMMANDING,

EAST AUSTRALIA AREA.

Annex A - Report of Distance steamed hours underway.
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- ANNEX A -

Distance steamed during the month : 225.4 miles
Hours under way during the month s 16 34/60

Total distance steamed since
Commissioning

29!427-7

Hours under way since Commissioning 2066 35/60
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

WCR ___Report of Proceedings S€ PTEmBEn (N2

This copy is circulated so that Board Members
may see these reports soon after they reach
Navy Office,

The report will be given again to Board Members
with Director's comments if there is any matter
of special interest in those comments.

Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred
to Directors and Heads of Branches,

If any matter requires comprehensive treatment

on reference to another Branch a new file should

be raised, a suitable note being made above,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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| ROYAL AUSTRALIAN N

. 3 N(N ‘-* OFFICE OF THE .

FLAG OFFICER INCCHARGE C ormonding
EAST AUSTRALIA AREA,
GARDEN ISLAND, N.5.W., 2000

TELEPHONE:
35.0444

w repey auore 171 /16

The Secretary,
DEPARTMENT OF TH]

L"':.l

NAVY.,

3 OCT 1972

For Information:
The Flag Officer Commanding H.M. Australian Fleet.
The Commander, Australisn Mine Warfare and Patrol Forces.

HMAS ARCHER - REPORT OF FROCEEDINGS
SEPTEMBER, 1972

1. The enclosure is forwarded.
234 On Saturday, 23rd September HMAS ARCHFER ws
destored prior to the com encement of refit which

commenced on 25 September.

CHIEF OF STAF
for FLAG OFFICER COMVANDING,

.._.I.-LZT ;J..LT’;TTALI;& kmiln

AL

Enclosure: 1. Report of Proceedings for ACT period 34d-15th

‘Aﬁﬂ September, 1972
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

TELEPHONE:

IN REPLY QUOTE - T N |
H a[‘I-A-b o ARCH IR 8,

e Njﬂ#‘;b '_ C/"‘ G-PjOl !
: ' P
e

. i
21st September, 1972.
Kt

The Flag Officer Commanding
BAST AUSTRALIA AREA

Por .information: The rFlag of ficer 'Commanding, H.M.i. Fleet
The Commander, Australian lMine Warfare and
Patrol Forces ‘

The. Staff Officer (Reserves) HMAS WalioUll -
The Commanding Officer (RGEQEUES) HMAS WL B50R

' ! : - " ' ' rl.-
i L .
PLT

-

REPORT OF PRUCHUDINGS

.&-G:T- Z?Z | S L | .
ARD=-1571 SEPTEMBER, 1972 e

| ' i

| L. T have the honour to report proceedings of H.M.:x.
ship under my command Ior the 'Annual Continuous Tralning
cruise which commenced on 3rd September, 1972.

il i, e i i o i PR

2 The majority of the ship's company of Sydney PForc
Division personiiel, supplemented by Imergency heserve salilors,
attended on Saturday, 2nd September, whep storing and dralt
in routines were completed. L“QN

De At ©900 (Zone =10, as are all-timas-hn.this reports.)
on Sunday, %rd September, a short commissioning ceremony

was held and pravers were read by the Captain. 'The silp |
| gsailed at 1100 for Gladstone.

| 4. The pascage. to’ Gladstone was. uneventful, except that
| the favourable weather conditions experienced on/leaving
Sydney ?éﬁﬁorated with the progress nmrthwaﬁds.
Lt 5 -

. ARCHER berthed at Auckland Point Whari, Gladstone,
| Nk at 0900 on Tuesday, 5th September. FPuel and fresh
£ ' victualling stores were embarked. One sailor: was, landed ¢
| / | for return to Sydney for compassionate reasons and anovier
b4 was landed on the advice of a civilian docTOT.

= o

: G radioc schedules were arranged with H.M.A.S. D
then in the vicinity of the Percy Islands, to obtain
of the current weather situgtiﬂn in the area.

o e i = il W T

s 9

i o S il i 58
F
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Dy The ship sailed at 1719, encountering an wnconfortible
sea and awell from the south east when clear of Facing Island.

These south easterly conditions came to dominate the weathex
pattern for the remainder of the A.C.T.

8. ARCIER anchored on the northern side of Middle Percy
Island at 0930 on Wednesday, 6th September. The hands
! worked part of ship for the remainder of the forenoon and
then landed for a banyan and make-and-mend. This respite
was welcomed by all on board following the trying conditions M.
earlier, i

ﬁa§§39. In the hope of a chance meeting with H.M.A.S. VAMPIRE

™~ " thought to be in the area, the ship weighed at 0800 on Laursday,
/th September, and steamed northwards between the two I e
recommended tracks shown on the chart. The destroyer was —

not sighted. - &

’ 10, Internal exercises were continued, and between 1145
O and 1500 a full power trial was conducted. - The results have
been reported separately.,

. 5 kate in the aftenoon, the ship fell in with the P. & O.

: SeN. Co. Ltd HIMALAYA and executed a number of self-determined
station changing evolutions. b e )

12. . ARCHER anchored off Lindeman Island at 1648 and -
remained oernight. %
- |
s The forenoon of Friday, 8th September, was spent at e
' - anchor off Lindeman Island. ' ‘The .upper deck was painted.
14, The ship weighed at 1451 énd proceeded to Scawfell
Island, exercising en route. ARCHER anchored off the island o
at 1809, | A
- | . ' : P
15, Captain's Rounds were held during the forenoon of

saturday, 9th September. Tne ship weisghed at 1300 and
secured at No. 1 Wharf Mackay Harbour at 1526. The Naval
Cificer-in-Charge, Queensland visited the ship informally.

16, The weather deteriorated considerably overnight, and
although the ship sailed as programmed at 1000 on Sunday,
10th September, to assess the conditions outside, a short
steep sea prompted a return %o harbour. ‘he ship returned
Go her recently-vacated berth at 1114, 2

174 By 1600 conditions had moderated to ‘the «xtent that
departure was again taken. The abatement was short-lived
and the ship took refuge in the lee of Middle Percy Igland,
anchoring at 2320, - |

@ .
7 _ : . ens S

/ ) el
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184 As conditions were still unfavourable next morning,
ARCHER remained at anchor. The time was spent conducting
& small arms shoot.

19. 1t was possible to sail at 1245 and the ship weighed.
The programmed call at Maryborough had now to be abandoned
as tidal considerations in the Mary River dictated that the
ship could not enter before Lfuesday morning. It was
considered that such a delay, late in the A.C.T., was un-

acceptable.

&) Tne ship arrived at Gladstone at 0045 on Tuesday,

12th September, anchmr;ng in the stream as bertning coniirmation
had not been received. ARCHER berthed at 06l0, fuelled, and
sailed at 1156 for Ballina.

230 the wind had moderated considerably, leaving a very
long easterly swell., his was a welcome ciiange from the .
snort seas which had induced a sharp motion; throughout most?
of the preceding ten days. '

22, The Ballina bar was crossed at 0925 and the ship
berthed at ¢he Public Wharf at 1000. Alderman J, Baster,
Mayor of Ballina, paid a call. B

216 souls (including three classes of schoolciijildren) coming ‘ / |
on board. The Ballina R.S.L. Club antertainég the ship's

company between 1730 and 1850, and made their facilities = Kd
avalilable afterwards. f

LS

24, ARCHER sailed from. Ballina at-09dgfﬂn'Tﬂursday;*Iﬂth |
September, and secured to No.4 Buoy in Sydney Harbour at
0510 on Priday, 15th September, The snip moved %o opectacle
Island at 0830 for de-ammunitioning, and bertheod finally at

HeMoA.Se WATERHEN at 0940, | 4 /

25 During the afternoon, the ship was opexn To visitors;

L1 =k B - . . A% . . i n & .-ll' .
g SOLLowing destoring and cleaning OutT, tie suaip's
company was paid and the Snip' closed down.

26. From theoutset, the ship's company Settled in quickly
and well, and were looking forward to a useiul and instructive
W o L | I8 I is to their credit that these aims were achi ved,
éven though the hoped-for workup with AUSPABHOHTE patrol boats
did not eventuate and practically all the sea passages were
made in conditions most trying for a small ship. | &

272 Morale remained exceptionally "nigh,: and thae only serious
case To be seen by the doctor in Gladstone was, as reported
earlier, landed for return to Sydney. | There were no defaulters.

|
|

--n/'q-
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28. A list of the evolutions conducted during the A.C.T.
is annexed hereto.
I have the hoaour to be,
Sir;
Your obedient servant,
O
(C.H. Longstaff)
R - | Lieutenant-Commander, R.i.N.R.
Y {:‘__ﬁ
CAPTAIN | % .
| S
é
@
N
Pnclosures:  Appendix A : 1
List of evolutions
] ‘i =
Gk .
Sern
a;*?i |
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A FILNDIX o N @) H.M, .‘}.‘. 3 o ARCHER HUPORT
. ;

.ﬂ. . O @ T ® 5/72

(' PROCEIDINGS 1
I?_::CJG:&HJDIJ_'-GQ POR
A1 g
= RD = 157H Sippmmimm
) 15TH SEF LUVBER 1872

-.f

I ,"'.r'
DISTANCE /S TBEAMED |
/ > | =027 n. miles |

HOURS UNDIR WAY | e e »
| 136 30/60 hours - i
/ | urs

|

1
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XURE 70 H.MsA.S. ARCHER REPORT OF PROCH }JJIm,.a J:'LJRH‘*'

a—

8.C. Ty B/78 j’;IuJ ~ 150 SEPTEMBER, 1072 I

EVOLUTIONS ., . 4|

- e Il i
& - - *® ) _
Pire fighting ‘ ,

Shoring up forward bulkhead | - B

>

| Leaving ship | \
Darken ship | |

0

' - Boarding party * o
" Point ship /

40/60 bofors tracking exercise |

Pirst aid & moving injured maﬂ?by Neill Robinson stretcher
Pumping out flooded compartment using all methods ©
Voice circuit training, using telecons

Practical relative velocity |

Man overboard and ship handling

Williamson turns

R

:
Boatwork - | :
Jf
Small arms shoot |
Bvacuation from Cﬂmpartment/without lighting. ¥

&
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This copy is circulated sc that Board lembers ney
see these reports soon after they reach Navy Cffice.

The report will be given agein to Beord llembers with
Director's comments if there is any metter of special
interest in those conments.

Circuletion lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and lHeads of Branches,

If any matter requirec comprehensive treatment on
reference to eancther Branch a new file shculd be
raised, 2 suitable note being made above.
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The Secret =
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY. 1S NOV 1972

For Information :

The Flag Officer Commanding,
H.M. AUSTRALIAN FLEET.

The Commander,
AUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARE & PATROL FORCES.

H.M.A.S, ARCHER — REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - OCTOBER 1972

During October 1972, no training was carried
out on board, the ship being in déck;yard hands undergoing

CHIEF OF STAFF
for FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING,
EAST AUSTRALIA AREA.

lmﬂx A.
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Distance steamed during the month :

Hours under way during the month @

Total distance steamed since
commigsioning

Hours under way since Commissionings

Nil

Nil
31,457 .7
220% 35/60
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NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

B. The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments.

C. Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.

D. If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above.
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A

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN

TELEPHONE: OFFICE OF THE  Commandin
35.0444 _ TR T FLAG OFFICER I ERAREE S
| v TLL R EAST AUSTRALIA AREA,
IN REPLY QUOTE H'l/ 16/ 280. 1 GARDEN ISLAND, N.5S.W., 2000
} »
RS .

The Secretary, =
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY. £ 8 FEB 1073

For Information :

The Flag Officer Commanding
H.M. AUSTRALIAN FLEET. :

The Commander,
AUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARE & PATROL FORCES

ARCHER — REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - NOVEMBER
AND DECEMBER 1972

1, The ship's refit commenced on 25th September, 1972,

was completed on 15th December 1 d
g b 972 and the ship returned to

2 The RANR Sydney Port Division commenced its summer

leave period on 14th December, and no training arri
during the month. ’ -y s e

CHIEF OF STAFF
FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING
EAST AUSTRALIA AREA.

Annex A.
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NOVEMBER 1

Distance steamed during the
month

Hours under way during the
month

Total distance steamed since
commissioning

Hours under way since
commissioning

DECEMBER 1972

Digtance steamed during the
month

Hours under way during the
month

Total distance steamed since
commissioning

Hours under way since
commissioning

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Nil
Nil
51,4577

2203 35/60

2 miles

1l hour

51,459.7

2204 35/60
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