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At Hadange

Prﬂueadnd ti Aitape, via Wewslk, Lo carry out a beach
reconnaissance Lo determine a suitavle beaeh point

- for two L.8.T's t0 evacuate R.A. «"s personnele.

Fagsed N«V. "Duntroon” on passage t¢ Rabaule.

Arrived Wewske
Departed "evak. b
Arrived Aitape and anchored in lee of Temara Island.

Engzaged in beach reconnsissance. Conditions generally
were not favourables (n the first day a landing was
made through a heavy surf in the whaler and an | |
inspection of the beach was made by jeep. The waves
at the landing point were 5 feet high and breaking
100 yards out and the first attempt at getting out
ihrough the eurf resulted in eapeizing the whalers

The second attempl was suecessful but, in view of

the risk of damage to the boat snd pessible injury to
gmrnmnal, 1t wvas decided to carry ont the m, )

with experienced surf swimmers swimming ashore frem .+
the motor poui. Jhls methed proved guite successful
and the surve; was completcd satisfaeterily. Leading
marts vere establishe” With the aid of the ReAdsdels
A cowpleie report and 8 eteh plan of this operatiom
was subalited (o the Faval (fficer~in-charce, lew p
Guinea. = - b O
‘Departed iLitape for ladange. |

Arprived Bostren Bay and took on fresh water. /

Arrived ¥adange. o o
| B,

Departed adang for Port Moresby with GePeVe 953 ﬁ"ﬂ“‘*’.;

Un passage to Port Moresbys Fine weather was +~
experience  throughout and the tow gave no troubles
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Naval Board,

15ths 1830:; Arrived Poprt lioresby. It was decided to stay in Port

doresby all day om 1l6th. in order to give both ship's

| | companles some recreation befo ' |
/ ey | : eiore the tedious trip te

!}143. O745: Departeu Port Moresby for To :
> wnville with G.P,V
via Great Bcrth.Eaaterp_Paaaagt and inner Barr1¢35gai? .

;7th.— 2lst: OUn passage to fownaville. JNo atrﬁng-wiﬁdﬂ wvere experienced

but visibility was oecasionall
ally very poor due to monso
weather. The tow gave no trouble but the GePuV's ;::nanal
_ ;gg;g:i:iabtgt of a:tton and she had to be manhandled
ei1ore entering To
B o i el b g Townsville and teund.alonga;dn

22nds 1000: Arrived Townsville.
22rd. 0600: Departec anna?ille for Sydney with G.P.V. 953 in tow.

24th.= 28th: Oy paﬁaage to S I
: yaney. Fine weather with moderat
swell was experienced throughout. The tow gave :ogzgﬁ:ggi. |

29th. 0700; Arri?ed.Sydngy and commenced boilepr cleaninge.
J0the& 31lst: At Sydney, boiler cleaning .

ﬂctgl for the Months

Hain*ﬁnginea, boilers and Steam Auxili |
£ q 4 | = a aries are i |
Déisel Auxiliaries are very worn and need complete overhaglfzzf s v

[
Ji

The health of Ship's Company rer - | |
. : C Ny remains geod. Rec o
very limited during the moenth. Picture partif; four siﬁﬁﬁ;§f°u2§:a§°:§é

onee at Port lioresby and one night in Townav i
to the last twe days of the man%h in Eyd;:;fillﬁ was the only leave prior

Summary: i ' |
J:nuary Since unn;us;ﬂning
ﬁiﬁf. :ng: dfuamd ' Bﬂg ,gﬂn 60,750.6 miles
Average distance per ton of fuel 10.87 :E{:s oo —
Average Speed | 9¢56 knots

A/L1 tenant-CQﬁma

\ | GQ ING C |

n“r, ReAeNoVeR, ,I
R

=,
y N,
e b
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1ste 15103 Arrived Madang from Wewak.
2nde At Madange '

3rd. - Proceeded Lo Bostrem Bay, Alexishafen to take on water;
rReturned to Madang. |

Lthe. 1500: proceeded from ladang to ‘ewake

5the 0730: Arrived at 'ewak and anchored in Dallmann Harbour
| . Placed at dispocal of G.(.Ce, 6the Australian Divieion.
6the=:d2%hs

At Wewak. O(n Jthe, Divine Cervice was held on board

by Chaplain "hitfield, Ael.Fe., 6the Australian Division.
Un 10the, shifted anchorage to Wewak larbour; placed

at disposal of C.Ce, 8the Brigade.

13the 1400: Proceeded from iewak to Madang to fuel and store.
1h4the. fggs Anchored in Bostrem Bay, Alexishafen, and watered shipe.
: .h
1

Arrivec Hadang.

Proceeded from ladng to Vewak. -
1/53: Passed S.5. "John Page" proceeding on Course 140°.

16th. 0600: Passed H.l.A.S. "wollongong" on Course 106°.
Wsof Passed HeDelole 1347 on Course 106°.
0850 Arrived at Wewak and anchored in Wewak Harbour.

l7th.~27%h: | At Wewak anchored in vewak Harbour.

27the 2340: Froceeded from vWewak to HMadang with 23 Army personnel
‘ en board for Lae. | |

28the 1700: Arrived Madange. |
1730t Proceeded to Dreger Narbour with Maval Officer-in-Charge,
~ Hew Guinea, on board. |
2020: Passed S.i. "James Cook" on Course 290%%n route Lo ladangs

15the

e i——— = R = £ e - P ——— -
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}- - j‘?th. 0850: Arrived Dreger Harbour; N«O.I.C., New Guinea, disembarked.
ol 0855: Proceeded to Lae to discharge Army personnel and embark
| stores for Dreger Harbour.

o 1409: Arrived Lae.

30the 0100: Departed Lae for Dreger Harbour with approximately 5 tons
of signal stores for Dreger !iarbour, 5 tons of timber fopr
Madang and 7 Australian Army personnel for Wewak.
0600: Arrived Dreger Harbour and disecharged cargo t0 HeM.A.Se
\ "Ping We"., |
1430: Departed Dreger Harbour for Madang with Naval Officer=-ine
Charge, New Guinea, on boarde.

T ey e R

31lste O345: Passed H.M.A.S. "Po Yang" on Course 2900 en route to
: Hading.
0600: Arrived Madang; anchored in Binnen larbour.

Notes for the Months

: Bollers are in good condition. Main Engines and steam
1 auxillieries are in good condition but are showin: increasing wear.
Southern Cross and Gardiner deisel auxilliaries are in very worn
condition and need constant attention to keep them running,

The health of Ship's Company remains good. The supply of
fresh provisions during the month has been very good.

Recreatlion has been restricted to surfing, cricket and
pietures. The Australian Army et Wewak has assisted in every way in
providing transport facilities. | |

Owing to the change of military command from 6th. Division
: - %o 8th. Brigade and the consequent closing down of the Army signal

/ tower at Wom Peninsular, it was found necessary t0 move from the -
comparatively sheltered conditions of Dallmann Harbour to Wewak larbour.
/ The ground swell at Wewak Harbour is so heavy that on only two occasions

was it possible to open the lower deck scuttles. The resultant poor
ventilation, combined with constant movement of the ship, ereated a
certain amount of discomfort below decks. ‘

| | i 5 December Since Commission-

Summary s __A945 - D
Distance steamed 1439 miles 57,57Ue«6 miles
Hours underway 132 hree 5,931 hrse.
| | 42 mins. 16 mins.
/ Average distance per ton of fuel 11.55 miles
Average speed | 9«71 knots

| Lieudenant, R.A.lN.VeRs,
Copy 02 NeOuloCo(Naia) CLLANDING UFFICER.,
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The Secretary, ’ 7.
navad Seard, (T f
n"f m' |

-8 DEC I

B 1 i 4 E i ! » & ] 1 F i L . ;
‘I---'J ! .."-.'-. 3 . -‘.-: " W N > = — " sl -‘L-._.-.I..-. :.-.... ..I.I ..l... “ “ -E ...- . Jpe .

Lieutenant H.E. Godden, ReAeleVeRe, aauma em-l
from A/Licutenant-Commander S.J. Benson, Refsllaiia(5)e

At Rebaul.
weighed and proceeded to Wadange

Arrived Hadang; proceeded to Bostrem Bay, Alexishafen
to take on water and returned. |

At Madang, boiler cleaning. O(n 1l6the t00k on water at
Bostrem Bay, Alexishafen. _

Weig.ed and proceeded to "ewak with Naval Officer in
Charge, lew “ninea, oh board.

Arrived vewak for duty at dispoesal of GelaCoy Gthe
Australian Di ?iﬂiﬂn# |

At ka-_

mnungamtehwummmm liushu
with view to determining anchorage for Japanese
;E%pu upwttd L0 evacuate Japanese troops from the -

At Wewak.

Proceeded to Vokeo Island (Schouten Group) with a.a.c..
6thn mntnl:lﬂ Division, Brigadier General loten,

lst. Australian Am, Brim General hitlﬂﬂ
Inhnl party on an inspection of the islande. o
could be found at the umn, 80 um lay
the party re-embarked.

At Wewak.
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f =
: j-' - ilie & 20ard.
‘ ‘éﬁthi Proceeded to rendezvous, Nerth of Kairiru Island, with
| ; Japanese de-militarised cruiser,"Xeshime", and led her

t0 asnchordge in Dallmann Harbour. o aiffieulty
- - - experienced with communications and "Kashima" compiied
b - ;éti’:%:l orderse. lier maximum speed had been redoced to
E - | : s

26th.0800: Proceeded to lead "Kashima" to lushu Island. Budb-Lieutenant
* | Salter, ReAelleRs, wes placed on board as pilot and neo o
g:lffiwlty Was ei’per‘imced in anchoring "Kashimae" in Musghu
ay» : o "
11353 Boarded “"Xashima® in cOmpany with Brigadler cenepal Moten
- and stalf officers, Sie was in a filihy céndition and
apreared as if all mainienance had ceased for some time.
The erew looked well Ted and cleanly, if not uniformly
maﬁd; | B o | : |
16303 Procecded to accompany "Xashiua" on the initial &0 miles
Of ler return journey to Japan to ensure that she Gid not
gtnm dauring the night and embark unavthorised Japsnese

mh.%zﬂ; Anchored Dallmann jlarbour.
20th=29th: At liewalks

30ths Froceeded to Koil Island (8Schouten Group) with Brigadiep
General loten and medical party cn an inspeetion of the
islande The anchorage is very small and it would be i 4
possible for any ship larger than an AelieSe. 10 aWing.
20003 Efﬁgi;tégd and proceeded to ladang for fuel, water and upro-
" Se

ths

s for

| Hain engines, Boilers and Auxiliar. : |
and condition. o illaries are in good order

The health of Ship's Company remains good. U\
Reereation has been good. 6th. Australian Divigion at

Wewak have extended cvery faeility in the way of trandport 1o and from
Plcture showe and surf beaches and inp providing access 10 all amenities.

| Biiiin - , . 8ince
Summary s | e iovember,l9.5. Commissioning.
gi:tua-aateamed Lgse | | 1032.0 miles  56,135.0 miles
fours underway 106krs Slunin Jours S4min
Average dlstance per ton of fuel ‘ 905 wiles _5*79
Average Speed o | | F400 knots

LieUlbshant, ReAeHeVeRe,

Copys HOIC, M.G. LG OFFICER
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Helisnneiie BiAlAy
lst« Noveuber, 1945

!anl Bma

Hthe

&the
Bthe

1N B . i g | 1 . b ] | L ot 1 [
LAY BeLLELD VL 'T'OCCCOULTNIERS = VOLOLEE )

and 2nd. At Madang carryinz out repeirs to LL cables

1000; Ceased work on LL eable, 2ll viesible splits in cable
covereds Cwing Lo limited faciliiies, both of the ship
and shere staff, the cable was nol satisfaetorily
Pepaeired end, in iis present state, is considered
dancerous should it be used for sweepinge

Departed ladeng for Rabaul via Langemak.

Segured alongside 0il lighter at Langemsk for fuels |
’ 5lipped and proceecded towards Rabaul via Jacguinot
Gy e

1658 Anchored ofi Port Directorate, Jacquinot Zay and
discharged meil and stores.

}?Ml Weighed anchor and proceeded towards Rabaul.

0900: Anchored off Beehive ilocks, Rabauls

0715:¢ VWeighed anchor and proceeded towards Hmmuiﬂntn
ation, west coast of T"ew Ireland, heving onboard Captain
warner Shand, ANCGAT, who was desircus of contacting

Javanese officers coneerning ithe re=occupation of lew
Lreland.

1040: Anchored of  Ylaputui Flantation.

1210: ZSmbarked two RMZAF officers who had been seerching
flew Ireland for lost Yew #ealam' aliruen who had, during
previous months, erashed. nlortunately no airaen were
recovered.

1300t 7velighed anchor and proceeded (owards ilabauale

16303 Anchered in Rebaul ‘arbour,

9the t0 17the At anchor in Rabaul,

18the

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Proceeded on offiecial visit to lew Ireland and ithe
enrrounding islands, having embarked administrative

party uncer i e camd of Biatrmt Ufficer, Captain
Varner Shand, ANCAU.

T —— =
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19th. to 30th. Engaged in official visit to New Ireland and the

surrounding lslands as described in the attached
copy of report to Naval Cfiicer in Charge, Rabaul.

th At Rabaul.
Hotes for the Monihi

aln Englines and Boilers are in good condition, althou
valves and rings are showing wear. - : >

| _ The Circulator engine of the
starboard condensor has been immobilised since GetabegiEMth- due to

& fractured piston head and the emergency system, using the fire

and bilge pump is being used, with the result th;t maximum sustained
speed is reduced %0 10 knots. It is anticipated that renairs can
be completed by'aiég'a staff using material and machinery o

vy made
avallable by Australian Army repair ship "Kalang". The remainder of
the auxiliaries are showing wear that is to b | th '
P S Gt £ e e:pactcd,at,thuhheura

No fresh water has been available since leavi

| ng Madang,
but it is expeeted to carry out a survey of water facilities ’
Southern llew Ireland in the near futurif | -

. The health of Ship's Company remains good.

Recreation is restricted
Occasional picture parties, but it

10 swimming, walks on shore and
facilities are established in the

should improve as recreation
Rabaul area.

ﬂummg;f .

For the monih:
| Distance “teamed

160312 mniles,
Hours under way 126 hrs. 32 mins.
Average disiance per ton of fuel 10,98 miles.

Since commissioning - 26/1/hc-

Total Distance steamed | 4
,ﬁVEI‘age speed 55501‘ 16 miles

+ 006
Total hours under way g;ﬁ9lk§::.zﬂfminl.

L ; o el e
Cendone 1eut£ant, R AsllaVeRe,

NOIC (NG) - 2 2o MDHO T
Haval Board - 1

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIGTO0/72894



b S | lelleAeBe IIAMA,
s | | 30the (etober, 1945

Sir,

Cffiedal Visgit Lo Mew Ireland apnd the Surrcunding islands.

in accopdance wilth your previous ordcrs ;L 1;5/1, HeleAeS

Kisme deperted Esbeul at 0300 on 18th. Cotober, 1945 with Captain

m ANGAU, in charge of the lanl forces {or the ogcupaiion of
Mlmt

19tmm mnmmmm.mmm_
0800: Offieial party including a guard froa ‘lams, disgenberke

end proceeded towards Lavieng inm Japcnese steff care ond Erues
| g:::lul along ﬂlth- whole &uta of 25 miles {prom Logsuk to "
ieng gmve the foree a rousing welcome.
13003 Raised the thg at kevieng wiih due laval cerenonye

22nde 05153 WWMWMMMM‘GM&MWL. ew
Hanovers

15@: snohored in Lobangal ilosbour.

23rde 0800t Raised the flag at Lobungal.
1000t Departed Lobangai Cor Lai Baye |
13308 Arrived Lai Bays cCaptain chand disembarked in order
to officially explain 10 ctke naiives (hat uhﬁ war is ovare

24the 07003 Departed Lai Bay for ilambarg Bay, Emmm
- 1240: Anchored in Lamburg Da;, Bairau, whers “astain Shand
i ed ANGAU mnliahmntm
e tw-w aminu for Lossuk Bay with opne ANGAU lanneh

25the 12403 Anchored in Lossuk “ay and comuenced ﬁiaaharging storen
mzmmnnwm Lal Bay and Emiraus Stores
were oll-loadsd at Losonk mtn a Japanese barge which m-mm
itselfl on the reef when making its first trip in; thoreafier,
stores were off-loaded intc the AICAY J.nmh. o~

28the 1800: Departed Logeuk for Namatanai.

29the C600: Ancliored in Namatanal Day and handed over L0 Vel 13551,-

1700: Deparied Famatanai for Rabaule
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The Seeretary,

Naval Board,
M Havy ce,
donvady Leiter of Proceedings - aupust, 1945
ist, to Lthe En route from Torokina to Brisbane.

Bervthed Hewstead Wharf, Brisbane and commenced fuelling
Completed fuelling, slipped and proceeded to South g
Brisbane.
Secured alongside l.ll.AeSe Deloraine.

Slipped and proceeded into South Brisbane Dry Doeck
astern of H.ll,A.8. Kalgoorlie. -

Proceeded out of Doeck.
Jecured alongside HelMeA.S, Xalgoorlie.

Japan accepts Allies' terms, a general holid
announced - ship piped down. ——

VaPel Day observed. OUne officer and 15 rati marched
through Brisbane with the Navel contingent r:fv' the
Victory parade. =5

Ammunitioned and stored ship.

Slipped and proceeded itowards Pile Light for de=perming
Securred (o de-perming buoyse. | :
g;ﬂ..&. S« Kianga secured alongside and cormmenced de-
Completed de-perminge.

HelleAeSe Iianga slipped and proceeded.

Proceeded towards de-gaussing ran fopr tic test
"DeG" Cfficer embarked and amngzd mw "
Completed ranging and proceeded Lowarde "ile Light with
Lieutenant Elllott, R./.R., compasa adjuster, for the

| swinging of compasses.

1000: Completed adjusting compasses, disembarked Lt. Elliott,
and proceeded towards iMilne Day for fuel and orders.

L
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Exchanged identities with letherlands warship "Tromp".

gmm alongside lodewa wharf, liilne Bay, and commenced
tnliing- ®

Completed fuelling, slipped and proceeded towards Ladava
anchorage.

Anchored off Ladavae

Denarted liilne Bay for Samarai.
Anchored off Samarai. Libertymen landed so as to witness
native peace celebrations., -

“mbarked one badly burned soldier and proceeded wiih all
despatch towards Ladava. This man was working on the
éncine of a small Army boat when the engine blew up.
sortunately Liama was handy, and, within fifteen minutes
_ 0r the explosion, the man wes on his way to hospital.
1520t Anchored of'f Ladava and discharged injured wan.

h 45 l.He Sloops mthyat and Hart entered harbour and anchored
of'f Ladavea. |

248ts 0200: Veighed anchor and proceeded to the middle of Milme Bay
10 carry out exercises in the laying and recovery of
dan buoys, which from information received from HaleleCoy
New Guinea, Kiame will be engaged im for the occupation
of Rabaule.
1400; Completed exercises and anchored off Ladavae

e

The greatest news of the month has been the surrender of
dapane Kiama was fortunate in being in brisbane undergoing half ye
doeking when the news came through. Une officer and fifteen ratings
from this ship, being the complement allowed by M.0sI.Ca(B), marched
in the Victory Parade thirough the streets of Brisbane. |

Three ratings only have volunteered to Jein the lm nent
ReAelle I fully expected a greater responge,

Two ratings deserted in Brisbane ~ Leading Cook (0)
mml;iu and Urdinary Seaman Haase. licGeachie has 8ince given himself
up 10 lioreton and as far as I know, Haase is #till an absconder.

Health of Ship's Company generally remains good. Five
mz:th;‘i:h““ admilted :g ha:gé.tal in Brisbane, two with dermatitis,
e 0 an abcess on the richt thigh, one with sinusitis and
for interii medical BULVEY e : i
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cretary, lav B

During the docking period at Brisbane, each member of
the Ship's Company was granted four days leave. DBefore leaving
“risbane, a good supply of comforts was had from the A.C.F.

Hain engines, boilers and auxiliaries are in good

eﬁndi.tmm '

Montlhly figures:
Distance sieamed 2,366 miles.
Hours under way "2264211/60 hours.
Average d:l.stanca per ton of

| fuel 11.32 miles

Total figures:
Total distance sieamed sinee

commissioning(26/1/L44) 52,065 miles

Average speed since commissioning 9.68 knots
Total hours under way since

commissioning 5537449 hours.

S i

A/Luutemmt Gmm&e, R.AJ eRe(B) ¢y

Copies: NOIC(NG)=Original &
Triplicate.
Naval Board- Duplicate.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO/72894



atives. __
51 Departed TORCEINA for HOTUFINA FOLNT. | |

Digembarked 1. e ile at ﬁﬁfﬂﬁ*ﬁ&m, from whence he

| « He mwpmmﬂd towards TURCEINA. |

snchored in TCRCEINA Inner Harbour and digembarked HeRelle
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1700: vweighed anchor and proceeded towards aam to load
stores for Kiama and H.M.A. Ships based at TURCKIN/

15303 Arrived MADANG and anchored in Binner Harbour.

1700z ama weighed anchor and proceeded towards
LUK A Y HHCENAK o

27the nmmamam.mmmm and commenced
m i" m for HelleAs SM;U hma at TOROKINA. -

29th. 1230: Anchored in Inner Harbour, TORUKINA.

30th, 0010: veighed anchor and proceeded towards BLANCHE HARBOUR
ummmnmmwluukntm MI&L. §27 to
wam for a mm mntm for m ﬁtl.
gm H;A. sick rating, ﬂighﬂ mm M pﬂmm
1630; Anchored in TORCKINA Inmer Harbour and discharged sick
rating,
1359: Secured Helle AsBe Lithgow and discharged all

’tW olie

31lat. 0800: Secured alongside S.5. Clan Chattan for Mi Clan
ﬂhﬂmﬂMtﬁt?ﬁmﬁrNMam , whereas,
tuiqthnu independent cheke of the capacit
uum:mxn,m:mmarmznu ﬂ. Ith
considered that no more than 54 tons of oil was as

received,
Kisma's tenk soundings, in the past, have been found t0 be very
accurate.
12003

Departed TORCKINA tovards BRISBANE for six monthly docking.

m, auxiliaries and boilers are in good order and

wmr»mmnmmm-m:nm
Football matches (Rugby) were played against Lithgow, Dubbo and
Diamantina. Kiama has yet 10 be defeated.

Eleven members of Ship's Company gained their Surf Life Saving
bronze medallion and certificate, After a lot of drill and training,
they were examined atl the Solomom Islands Suprf Life Saving Club.

On 8the July Church Service (Pmtmta was conducted on board
by Chaplain Lt.Colonel Hume-ioir A.1.F., Dubbo’s and Li ‘: ship's
companies attending. Other reli m:umm have - given

every opportunity to attend serv - ashore,

——
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June 4th., 3 Gmlited boiler cleaning at TOROKINA.
|  Attended conference at 2nd. Aust., Corps concerning
the landing of 230 troops by Kiama on the east coast of BOUGAINVILLE
Igland in the viecinity of NUMA NUMA.

%& As giresult of the conference held on the previous
days-it was to go ahead and land B Company of 7the Battalion

A in the vieinity of TORUTA Islande

at TEANEN
june llthe ¢ In company with Lt.Cole. Challon, A.l.F., a trip

was made by Catalina to TEAWIN to inspeet the beach and asecertain iis

suitability for a landings On arrival off TEANIN, it had been Iintended

to use the flying boat's rubber raft to go ashore, but, as the enemy

were in strength in the vicinity and it would take 1; hours to deflate

the raft, this idea was abandoned and Lt.Col, Challon and myself swam

ashore. One hour was spent ashore examining the beach and its sur-

roundings. 1 considered this beach an excellent one for the proposed

operation. During our stay ashore the Catalina left the vielnity seo

as not 10 draw enemy fire. VWhen the fly ing boat alighted on its return

tie pilot found it necessary t0 keep taxi-ing in order to prevent

b carried on to the reefs and shore by a considerable swell which

M in his absence. Creat difficulty was experienced in

our efforte to board whilst the Catalina was making way through the

water. After hanging on for some time, lines were eventually thrown

and we were parbuckled aboard.

¢ Attended another conference at 2nd. Aust., COrps,
at which was ded not %o proeceed with the operation. This
deeision was influenced by the failure of a similar landing whieh
had been att ed at PORTON PLANTATION on BONIS Peninsular some
three days slier, |

fever, 1 was admitted
Lieutenant Geodden,

{

Lot h. $ Departed from TOROKINA in company with '
(Se0s) and HolloAeS. Lithgow in order to ecarry out a

Re, assumed temporary coOmmands
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bombardment of selected positions on the east coast of BUKA and
BOUGAINVILLE Is}lands.

;he 0200 : Commenced bombarding HAHEILA MISSION. Resulis

¢ Commenced bombardment of huts and bivouag area at CAFE
TANABOM. Spetting aireraft reported destruction and damage to huts
and boarded up caves in the area. |

1400 : Off TABUT. Lithgow and Dubbo bombarded the area.
Kiama engaged what appeared t0 be a pill box -~ results unocbserved.

June 2lst,. % : Bombarded enemy positions at ASITAVI. The
target area was well covered.

1230 : Bombarded and strafed enemy bivouac area at CAPE NEHUSS.
¢ Bombarded and strafed hut concentratioms on AITA RIVER.
reraft reported the area well covered.

| 1130 : Bombarded Naval gun position and concentration
area ail Adircraft reported gun position destroyed.

During the nights of these operations, an anti-barge patrol
was carried out close in-shore.

- 3 Anchored in TOROKINA Harbour.
schage from hospital, I resumed command from

Tae~R

| the QEW ¢ Welghed anchor and proceeded with HelMeAeSe
Dubbo | ow towards the east coast of BUKA and BOUGAINVILLE
Islands. |

2230 s Arrived off BUKA PASSAGE and commenced anti~barge patrol.

OO0 3 With HeMeAeS. Dubbo and Lithgow arrived in
| half nile off WARIKI and commenced bombarding CHINATOWN
 and adjacent area. 106 rounds of L inch D.A. fuse were fired between
" the three ships. On completion of the shoot whilch took two and a
. half minutes, the enemy returned fire. The exact number of rounds
.~ fired by the enemy is not known but it is estimated that it did not
. exceed twelve. Two rounds were Observed coming from the vieinity
B s , the remainder were fired from HAHEILA MISSION. One shell
 passed over Kiama, one fell 4O feet astern of Dubbo and one about
. 1,000 yards short of Lithgowe. OUn encountering return fire, range was i!
. increased at maximum speed.

In view of the fact that the enemy returned fire within two
and a half minutes of being fired upon, it is indicated that he is
wide awake. |

030 : Commenced bombardment of CAPE TANABOM area, targeis
consisting of caves and huts along the fore-shore. Tac-R alrcraft
reported damage to huts and direct hits into caves.

1125 ¢ On completion of the shoot and whilst withdrawing
to seaward, fire was returned by the enemy Irom HAHEILA MISSION,
range of HAHEILA at this time being 16,000 yards. 7The nearest fall
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o} shot was approximately 1,000 yards short and in line.

a0 ommenced bombardment of enemy bivouac area
- 5. into the area. Resulis were un=

.: Commenced pbombardment of HANAHAN, Taec=R

>'8 Departed from the area and procee

June 29the 1130 :

As before, during the nights
patrols were carried oute.

Anchored in TOROKINA inmer harbours
of these operations, anti=barge

gﬁﬂﬂt

Health of Ship's Company continues to be
e in good order and

Mein engines, auxiliaries and bolilers ar
condition.

| | .
Recrea for the Ship's Company has c¢Ons
gy joture shows on the Island.

'- ted supply of
| tables have been obtained. A limi 3
::tf;:hb::?mtdm from the Armys AS throeﬁahi.g: :.31 now
. mod' n this area d believed that some -‘tm * g
o i 'h;‘m, it is suggested that one of -

:ﬁwliy:ﬁp:t:;:mu Torokina in its ﬂ-i:mm.

ated of swimming

AelleRe (B) 2

£0 § NeOoIeCe New Guinea (2)
P Commander (D)

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT10/72894



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO0/72894



3t 4539

S "'&Rngal Australian Nafy. b/ /

:‘" -

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

do.. Lo d R HolleAsS. "KIAMA",
* 18t June 191_{5-
Naval Board, NAYAL 9F
Navy Office, 6 JUN 1945

MELBOURNE Se.Cele
Monthly Letter eofsPpoceedings t--Mayi9Lbe

May 1st:~- 26?5,.Anchored off Thursday Island entrance
being en route from Darwin to Thursday Island.

: May 2nd:= 0700, Weighed anchor and proceeded to fuelling
Jetty. 0800, 3¢cured alongside Main Jetty and commenced fuellinge

May 4th:- 0800, Army Barge 1278 secured alongside, towing
gear rigged in readiness for tow to Madang. It was intended to depart
as soon as the barge was secured, but as the whole of the harbour
was blotted out by continuous rain, sailing was postponed.

| May 5th:=- 0630, Weather conditions more favourable proceeded out
of harbourwith towe. |

May 7th:- 1230, Secured alongside Town Jetty Port Moresby for fuel
and adjustment to towing bridles on barge. 3

May 8th:- 0800, Departed Port Moresby for Madang.
May 15th:- 1030, Arrived lladang and anchored in Binnen Harbour.

May 14th:- 1600, Departed Madang for Bougamville via Langemak
in accordance with previous orderse.

May 15th:= 0900, Secured alongside tanker Brajara in Langemak
Bay and commenced fuellinge 1700, Departed Langemak for Torokina
- Bouganville Island.

May 17th:- 1300, Anchored in the inner harbour Torokina.

May 19th:- 0700, Departed Torokina in accordance with previous
orders to bombard the eastern coast of Buka Island and the north
eastern coast of Bougamville Island. A separate report of
bombardments carried out is attachede

‘May 23rd:- 2000, In accordance with instructions received
from NeOeI.Ce (New Guinea) departed from bombardment area and pro-
ceeded towards Manus for replenishment of ammunition and fuel.

May 25th :- 1440, Arrived Manus and secured alongside U.S.S.
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Vietoria for fuel.
1100 &

- May 26th:—/’Secured alongside ReA.FeA. Corinda and embarked
1000 rounds of L4 inch ammunitione

May 26th:- 2230, Departed Manus in accordance with instructions
received from N.Oe.I.Ce (New Guinea ) to render assistance t0 HeleAsSe
"Colac" which had been holed amidships by enemy actione

May 27th:- Set course for Torokina on receipt of a signal from
NeOeI«Ce ( New Quinea ) saying Kiama's assistance was now not
requirede. |

May 27th:- 0835, Sighted a mine about 200 yards ahead of the ship,
Visual examination revealed that the mine was similar in type to the
German G.V.Star, moderate barnacle and weed growth was presente.

Mine was sunk from a safe distance by rifle fire, no explosTion %00k

placee.

May 27th:~ 1500, Anchored in inner harbour Torokina and commenc-
ed boiler cleaninge

May 27th:- 1630, Attended conference with G.0.Ce. Lieut. General
Savige, who expressed his thanks for what he termed a good job in

bombarding the East Coast of Bougamville.
By reports received from the A.I.B., Kiama was indirectly

responsible for the killing of 290 Japanesee

These Sons of Nippon were camped at Kesivil 17 miles west of
Cape Nehuss. When the bombardment began they evacuated the place
carrying their wounded with themes, and walked right into an ambush

set by Aesl«Be.
After marching for the remainder of the day they carefully stacked

their ammunition and piled their arms and set about meking a rough
lean-to for the night. It was while they were engaged in making

their lean-to that the A.I.B. together with native police boys rushed .
on top of them. Their only eficape lay ahead where, unfortunately

for them and fortunately for us, the ground was very mapshy and it
was in this area where, except for the wounded, everyone of them was

killed. When the A.I.B. patrol sprang the trap the wounded were killed
by the native boys where they laye |

Notes of the Month

Health of ships company remains good although fresh food has not
been obtainable. Viectualling costs for the month will be higher

o
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than previous months as tinned food, besides being not as

attractive as fresh food is much dearers

Whilst at Manus a total of 27 tons of ammunition was loaded
for future bombardments in the Bougamville area. Wworking on the
figures as supplied for H.M+A.S."Gladstone" that is, a K.G. of
1099 feet and a G.M. Of 1.6 feet, the G.lM. on completion of loading
was 157 feet and was only reduced by .03 feete. 18 tons was stowed
af't on the bed of the minesweeping winch, and 9 tons in the main
magazinee The fact that 9 tons was placed so close t0o the keel
practically counteracted the weight placed on the upper decke.
Although not more than 10 tons should be placed on deck, on this
occasion, as ammunition was being carried I was able to f£ill the

magazine thereby counteracting any loss in stability.

Boiler, Main Engines and auxiliaries are in good order and

conditione.

Recreation for the ship's company has consisted mainly of
swimming over the side, and attending pictures on the invitation

of otherse A 16 millimetre projector would be ideal for these
ships for besides the recreational pleasures Oobtained, great benefit
could be had by all by showing instructional filmse.

LA A R R RN E N E E R R NN N

Summary: -
| Distance steamed.fdr the month, *e++4089.,1 miles
Hours underway for the month, eesey72,5 hours
Average distance per ton of fuel, veee]12,43 miles

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Distance steamed since commissioning,eee.46011,4miles
Hours underway since commissioning, essel,758.7hours

Average speed since commissioning, eee09467 knots

i o i

L E N NN NN RN PSP eOOOBDOOSOS BSOS

A/Lieutenant Commander Re.A.NeR.(S).

Copies tos= COMMANDING CFFICE#R

NeOeI.Cs New Guinea (2)
Commander (D} (1)
Naval Board (1)
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Royal Australian Nafy.

IIIII" REPLY PLEASE QUOTE HoMoAoS s "Kiama"
1 elilefleiDe 3
o L Lk olith May, 1

L/ r w i o [ 1
e Ve | G 4 L b el 9 % A

| The Secretary,
| Naval Board,
Navy Office E

Melbourne.

At O700L on 19th May weighed anchor and proceeded
towards the North East coast of Buka and Bougamville Islands in
accordance with previous instructions to bombard enemy peositions
between Cape Putputun (Buka Island) and Numa-Numa, Bougamville
Islande. |

Before departing from Torokina Major Tatchell Re.A.A.
Major Vertigan ANGAU and two native boys with local knowledge
of the bombardment areas were embarkede.

At O830L 20th May bombarded Asitavi Mission a.  known
barge landing position and staging area, 59, 4 inch D.A. 5hells
and 40 bofors shells were fired into the area. Spotting aircraft
reported area damagede

1230L 20th, Bombarded Watakwasila.4O, 4 inch D.A. shells
fired into target area,results unobserved ,aircraft report area as
damaged.

O900L 21st, Bombarded huts and caves in the viecinity of
Lonahan, Buka Island, fired 41 L4 inch D.A. shells and 25 bofors.
Spotting aircraft reported 4 huts destroyed L damaged, one hideout

cave damaged.

0930L 22nd, Bombarded Tinputz Harbour Bougdﬁville Island,
fired U6 D.A. and 5 time fused shells into target area, Spotting
aircraft reported Nisson type huts damaged.

12é9L,.Fired 64 rounds of bofors into 3 barges hidden on
the beach 3.west of Tinputz Harbour. Aircraft report one barge
destroyed, one damaged and one probably damagede

1700L, Bombarded huts 3 miles west of Tinputz, destroyed
one hut, and further damgged barge that was probably damaged during
the morning bombardment; fired 28 H.E. time fuse, 5 D.A. and 60,
20 millimetree. |

1200L 23rd, Bombarded Teop llission and Kakuring

Plantation sheds, shells landed in target area in both places;
fired 25 DeAe, 1 time fuse shell, huts and lission appeared
t0 be damaged no aircraft available to confirm resultse. TeOpasin®

foreshore strafed fired 85 bofors.
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Hu'—.-l SFEFESET A FPEREEY

1700L, Bombarded caves and huts between Cape Tanobom and
Cape Putputun-two huts destroyed, and direct hits were observed
in one hideout cave. Fired 19 time fuse and 8 bofors shells.

During the nights of 20th,21st,22nd and 23rd a close
inshore search was carried out between Cape Putputun and -k
Numa-Numa for barge traffic. No barges were observed. At O0500L. &/
radar contact was gained on what could have been a barge noeving
close inshore; as this target was inside a mine field and moving
in towards Buka Passage, it was deemed unwise t0 penetrate the
minefield and come within range of Coast defence guns known %O

be ihstalled on Cape Hatsiae |

&9 09 P90 00COOSOIOBEDRO RS

A/Lidutenant Commander ReAeNeRe(S)e
Commanding Officer.

Copies :-
Naval Board T8\
NeOeleCoe New Guinea.(:_z-)
-CGIH-(D)
NIOlIICI Torokinae
2nd Auste CoOrpe.
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IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE .S. 1330y

5
T
‘.

.::

v n|€il5°) %&mﬂ.‘ S\rwlb:
Cg CSTRIPTED
g : i : 8 | *‘u’:j i-nr h’i

endezvoused with %:tg,az Wﬂ, HelleSe
' ' ' - ruUnss 144 1.0 "GOlent ined
mpany o : exercises v '&nﬂnﬂ"ﬂtﬂhﬂ "Solent”.
o2 d con | "and U.3.3s "Isabel”,
attacking submarines HeM.80. 3leuth and "Solent”.

ri1 10th 3= 0455, Completed
;ﬁf&uﬂ alongeide B shede 2000
eleaninge.

19th:~ 0600, Completed boiler cleanings 1530, In aecord=
| m;m mt'm:ﬁm departed Fresantle fop Hadang via
and Darwine

ance
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IN 7PLY PLEASE QUOTE

HDI"- TR R R R R ]

Alni mmm
is presumed that the port bilge hn.mtcima
As soon as the 1ist de

ship which revealed a m Mu

mtﬂ' &m'ﬁtth:np:;:lmh ae?ulﬂzactmtgmnm
bilge keel viein frame © extent
of 18", Careful inspection sihowed no loose rivets all underwater
RO te 36 o0 etk fhad (o0 meatie mg’tm
E ng
muu’mmmmmmm and

April 280th:~ 2300, Departed Darwin for Thursday Island for
fuel and water mdainrorthcmrwowtmmmwmm

to .
hlﬁ very concerned at the towing of this lighter for sueh
distancey as this ship is not filtted with & winch aft, it

a great
u practically impossible 10 shorten the tow should it be mn

It is tmm:lgmlmmtemmahalmgth
of tow between the two ships that both ships meet the waves and
riﬂ. over them together, but as aforestated, having mo winch
Immwm.tnm out thnnolutimtnw

I!t

:mumammmamfmttmmamm has
mhm which is very much evidenced by the buffeting that the
moment ¢t on between

muu attho passage
| mﬂﬂyzma,um.mmummaw
mm.

- Main mﬁ.nu,' auxiliaries and baﬂm continue to give
utth’ =

Health of ship's company remains good.

“hilst boiler cleaning at Fremantle, F.CU.1.C. Fremantle caused
;h;mhpthcm’ﬁuummnmmmtnm fitted

Imrmw'tnminnnmmusﬂth&;w
to Warrant Rank. This new officer will 1 feel prove worthy of his
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IN "JPLY PLEASE QUOTE

i i

e Dememe

gmznm I Mlhehvm'.m teMm-Mhm-mm
tting upe i

SUMMArys =

| mrwthmﬂ:-—-— hourse.
mwmtaﬂnm‘m- 11.7 miles.

Distancec steamed since mn%uimz‘m 41,922 milese
Hours underway since commissioning === L,2086 hourse.

Average speed since conudssioning ==== 9,780 EKEnois.

#ptt-ad‘{t:t-iﬁitu-tttot

A/Lieut- Commander R.A.non. (a)*

AIDING CRPICES

.
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HM.A.S. "KIAMA"
1st April, 1945.

LP1O.

TP D

CONBEBRNTTAL

The Secretary,
Naval Board,
Navy Office,

MELBOURNE S.C.l

Monthlz Letter of Proceedings = March, 1945,

March lst := 0615 Departed Fremantle for S/M exercise with
U.S.S. Bream. 2238, Completed exercises, and returned to harbour.

March 2nd :- Secured alongside H wharf.

March 3rd := 0530, Departed for exercise with U.S.S. Kraken.
1552, Completed exercises, 1900, Anchored in Gage Roads.

March 5th :« 0700, Departed for exercises with U.S.S. Bluegill.
2250, Completed exerclses.

March 6th :- 0900, Joined company with U,.,S. Submarines
Boarfish and Perch and commenced exercises. 1640, Completed
exercises and proceeded. 1905, Anchored off Rottnest Island.

March 7th :- 0400, Weighed anchor and proceeded for exercises
with U.S. Submarines Kraken, Perch and Gurnard. 2245, Completed

exercises. |

March 8th :- 0600, Commenced exerweises with U.S. S ubmarines
Perch and Gurnard. 0852, Completed exercises and returned to
harbour. 1121, Secured along&ide H wharf. 1540, Departed harbour
for convoy exerelses with U.S.S. Hutchinson Corpus Christi and
HM.A.S. Bunbury, U.S. Submarines Boarfish, Bluegill and Cobia
being the attacking force. 2320, Completed exercises and returned

to h&I‘b our .

March 9th :- 0851, Secured da ongside G and H ramp.

March 10th := 1000, Departed for exercises with H.M.S. Spark.

March 1llth :=~ 0035, Completed exercises and returned to harbour.
0900, Secured alongside H.M.A.S. Bunbury at H wharf.

March 12th :- 0800, Departed for exercises with H.M.S. Stygian
and U.S. Bluegill., 1810 Completed exercises, 2000, Commenced
convoy exercises with H.M.S. Stygian U.S. Bluegill and H.M.A.S.

Bunbury.

March 1l3th :- 0500, Completed exercises and proceeded back
8o harbour. 0850, Secured alongside G and H ramps.

March 15th :- 0730, Departed with H,M.,A.S. Bunbury for
exercises with U.S. Submarines Hardhead, Besugo and Gatelin.
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March 17th :- 0925 - Completed exercises. 1140 Secured
alongside H.M.A.S. Bunbury at G ard H ramps.

March 20th :- 0930, Departed for gunnery exercises in company
with M.L's 824 and 826, U.S.S. Hutchinson and Corpus Christi.
1330, Completed exercises and proceeded with U.S. Hutchinson and
Corpus Christi for exercises with U.,S. Submarines Hardhead, Babelin
and Besugo. 2255, Completed exercises.

March 21st :- 0530, Rendezvoused with H.M.S. Sleuth and
proceeded into harbour as escort. 1130 Secured alongside G ramp.

March 22nd :- 0930, Departed for exercises with U.S. Submarine
- Charr, 2205 Completed exercises. -

March 23rd :- 0920, Secured abngside G and H ramps.

March 26th :- 0930, Departed from harbour and proceeded to
100 fathom line to dump 6% tons of defective ammunition, under
the instruction of A.S.0. Fremantle. 1300, Completed the dumping
of ammunition. 1530 Anchored of Rottnest Island.,

March 27th :~ 1330, Welghed anchor and proceeded to exercise
area for exercises with U.S. Submarine Charr. 2215, Completed exercises.

March 28th :- 0800 Entered harbour and secured alongside G
and H ramps.

March 3lst := 1630, Slipped and proceeded to exercise area
for exercises with Dutch Submarinﬁﬁ 0-19. |

Notes for the Month.

Boilers main engines and euxilliaries are in good order and

ccndition.
Health of ship's company has been very good.

Victualling continues to be excellent V,S.0's ataff being
very helpful; they leave no stone unturned to give satisfaction.
The quality of food supplied is of the highest order e 1t is
always fresh and well-crated.

The ship's company generally are restless over the decisions
of the Fremantle Collector of Customs not to allow this ship the
privelege of duty-free tobacco. This 1s the only port in Australia
where this restriction has been enforced. Kiama has been classified
as a non-seagolng ship, which is contrary to the instructions
contained in K.R. AND A.I. Art. 916 para. 1 and C.N.O. 484/44. It
is readily understood by all that this ship is avallable at a
moments notice to proceed to any part of the world and servée where
required.
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Summarz.

Distancé steamed for the month :-
Hours underway for the month:-

Average distance per ton of fuel

* # & & & % & & & § = ¥ @

Distance steamed since commissioning 38 487 miles
Hours underway since commissioning 5,980 hours
Average speed since commissioning 9¢67 knots

(Sgd.) S.J. Benson

Actg. Lieutenant Commander
R.A.N.R.(S)
COMMANDING OFFICER.,

F010/5.

The Secretary,
NAVAL BOARD,

Submitted for the information of the Naval Board.

& s During the "Kiama's" short stay under the administrative
and operational control of Naval Officer-in-~Charge, Fremantk, she

proved an efficient ship commanded by a capable officer.

e It is observed that the omission of the supply of
duty free tobacco was due to a misunderstanding in the office of
the Collector of Customs and has since been rectified.

p |

a -

COMMODORE. R.A.N., \
NAVAL OFFICER-IN-CHARGE.

FREMANTIE .
10/5/45.
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IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

_ OFFICT OF “HR m.o b
o N fed 191/43/14. NEW GUINFA, TADANG, |
i | s 2l JANUARY, 1945.

The Secretary,
Naval Board,
W LT LBOURNT ,

HelleAeSe "Kiama"™ - Report of Proceedings
December, 1944

oubmitted for the information of the liavel Board.

0>Louu—l-

APTAIN R.A.N.
NAVAL OY¥FICER IN CHARGE
NTW GUIINEA.
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! IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

7 | HelleAsSs " KIAMA ",
| 1st, Janusry, 1945.

| - The Becretary,

.F-I Naval Board,

I Navy Cffice,
lielbourne 3.0, 1.

T e L ee— i

/ Monthly Letter of Proceeding g - - Decer

Y £ )
r 0L » .iiﬁ?_tﬁgi;

Dec. 1 - 1700 Arrived liios licendi from lierotai and
fuelled frem.U.S.ﬂ. " Yiectopia ¥,

Dees 3Srd.. - 0600 Departed Mioes Woendi for Borido
LB,""OO‘{] Bl eh - Balls el Y %*“"'1 yiae Moo O8HO Anc ' C i

Lagoon. 1730 Departed Sorido in company wi- h.H.u.ﬁ. e "Wagga®
(8. U., and "Gymopie".

De;. oths - Anchored off liitita Island, lorotai, and
commenced stationery A/S sweeps

Decs 6the - 0945 Departed Morotai with Hellds
"Strahan " (8.0.) for Mios Woendi.
Dec. 8the = 0600 Arrived lios Woendi and Puelled from
UeBeSe "Viectoria", 1700 Departed liios Woendi for.Port e
«sdelaide via Madang, Langemak, Brigbane =nd Sydney for
anaual refit.

— Dec. 11&:1.1- — OJ 00 ALI‘“leed i";_ng angd asnchore 3. in

xle

Binnen Harbour. 1700 DEJme@m.ma&ﬂﬂg 1Tor Langemake

; Dec. 12th. - 0840 Berthed elongside Tanker "Brajara"

ror fuel, 1700 departed Langemak via Kirriwina Is. for
3rlabdne.

Dec. 10the —~ 0300 Berthed Newstead wharf and refuelled.

Dec.19th . =~ 1100. Denarted Brisbane for ilewcastle.

< Decs 21s8t. ~ 0OLOO arrived Kewcastle, disembarksd stores
/ and.qaval personnel.
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