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TELEPHONE:

IN REPLY QuoTE 1.16.12 HMAS ATTACK
at Sea

1 February, 1983

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM Australian Fleet

For Information:

The Naval Officer Commanding, VICTORIA AREA
The Commanding Officer, HMAS CERBERUS

The Commander, Australian Mine Warfare & Patrol Boat FORCES
The Naval Officer Commanding, TASMANIA AREA :

HMAS ATTACK - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
Y :

o1,

g [ I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMA
Ship ATTACK under my command for the month of January 1983,
All times are zone LIMA (-11).

2 Highlights of the month included the completion of a s
leave and maintenance period on Friday 14, and, commencing | |
Monday 17 a fisheries patrol to Tasmanian waters (Area Golf)
which concluded with a port visit to Hobart Ior Sandy Bay Regatta
duties on Friday 28.

s At the beginning of the month ATTACK was berthed along-

side HMAS CERBERUS wharf undergoing a leave and maintenance perlod.
Sub-Lieutenant M.B. SMITH, RAN joined on Tuesday 4 and has since |
assumed the duty of Aasistant Navigating Officer. The maintenance |
period proceeded smoothly with most personnel returning from leave ;
on Monday 10. Following a successful sea trial on Friday 14 f
URDEF 19/85, the steering gear was rectified. (HMAS ATTACK IAH |
222058Z DEC 82 refers).

4, Sub-Lieutenant J.K. FINN, RANR joined on Monday 17 from
the Sydney Port Division for Annual Continuous Training and at
1050 that morning the ship sailed for Tasmania. URDEF 20/85,
the anchor winch electric motor was discovered after sailing when
it was found burnt out. (HMAS ATTACK IKH 172112Z JAN 83 refers).) o
Poor weather enroute caused the cancellation of a planned gunnery
serial in Area R378. After transmitting Banks Strait ATTACK
hove to in Binalong Bay off St Helens at 0700 Tuesday 18 to
embark District Fisheries Inspector, Mr Martin DIX.

/5. In uncomfortable
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5. In uncomfortable weather passage down the East coast
of Tasmania continued until 1600 that afternoon when the ship
carme tTo anchor in Wineglass Bay. Anchoring was delayed for
approximately one hour as attempts to clear the cable waere made.
The anchor cable had become foul in the cable locker due to
heavy pounding whilst in transit to Area Golf.

6. After weighing anchor by deck tackle at 0730 Wednesday
19 passage continued down the east coast with no contacts encount-
ered and after crossing Storm Bay the ship anchored in Adventure
Bay at 1630. Patrolling to the south of Tasmania was hampered
by heavy seas and a large westerly swell.

s The ship berthed at No. 2/3 Macquarie Wharf HOBART at
0800 Thursday 20 for fuel and water, sailing two hours later to
continue the patrol. With similar weather conditions existing
and following a sweep to the south of Tasman Island ATTACK came
to anchor at 1720 in Carnarvon Bay, Port Arthur. The intention
had been to remain there during the day of Friday 21 and patrol
west to the Mewstone area that evening. After sailing at 1920
and clearing the lee of West Arthur Head rough seas and heavy
swell from the south-west were encountered; the ship anchored
in Adventure Bay at 2153.

8. The weather abated Saturday 22 and after sailing at

1730 a patrol line to the south-west towards the Maatsuyker Island
group was set. Again no contacts were encountered and ATTACK
berthed for fuel at Macquarie No. 2/3 Hobart at 0800 Sunday 23. |
At 0900, on completion of fuelling berth was shifted to Elizabeth =
Street Wharf, Later that day, Mr Ken SILK, a fisheries inspector
from Swansea Jjoined to replace Mr DIX.

9. Sailing was delayed Monday 24 to allow HMAS-HUON and
ship's staff to modify electrical adaptors for the windlass motor,
as the replacement received was of a different style to the

existing model. This proved unsuccessful due to the time required.
Whilst alongside I took the opportunity te call at 1000 on Commander
M.T.E. SHOTTER, RAN, the Naval Officer Commanding TASMANIA AREA.

10, HMAS ARDENT berthed on ATTACK at 1040 that morning and
cast off five minutes later. ATTACK cast off at 1147 and pro-
ceeded to a rendezvous off Macquarie Wharf light with ARDENT.

The two ships then conducted close company manoeuvres for press
publicity purposes and on completion proceeded to sea in company.

: i | ATTACK was detached at 1830 that evening and came to

anchor in Carrickfergus Bay at 2010, Shortly afterwards anchor

was weighed and another patrol was conducted in the Maria Island

area overnight., The next morning, Tuesday 25, anchorage was

made in Carrickfergus Bay at 0830 using berthing hawsers and the

second anchor, as the cable was again fouled. This proved a
g
y
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barely satisfactory arrangement but following a wiﬁd_éhifth_
during the afternoon the anchor was weighed at 1629 and the
ship proceeded to sea.

12, Overnight, ATTACK steamed in the Tasman Island area

with no contacts seen. In rising seas the ship berthed at
Hobart for fuel and water at 0800 Wednes luy 26, The new

windlass motor was fitted whilst aloungs.o. and the cable freed,
but with a poor weather forecast and cracked fresh water pipes
requiring contractor's attention, the ship shifted berth to

Elizabeth Street pier at 1450 and remained at Hobart overnight.

15, Contractors completed repairs the next morning and at
1000 the ship cast off and proceeded to sea, Pilotage training
was conducted during a scenic transit-of D'entrecasteaux Channel
but extreme seas from the south-west caused a proposed patrol to
the Maatsuyker group to be aborted. The ship proceeded east and
a contact was discovered to the south-east at a range of thirty
miles at 1730. This was subsequently closed at 2100 and |
identified as the Russian merchant ship USTKUT. (HMAS ATTACK

EQJ 271145Z JAN 83 refers.)

14, After closing the coast ATTACK rendezvoused with ARDENT
at 0410 Friday 28 in Storm Bay. Passage manoeuvres continued
during the forenoon in the approaches to the Derwent River and
the ships berthed at Macquarie No.2/3 for fuel at 1140, Berth
was shifted to Elizabeth Street pier at 1415. I called on the

Lord Mayor of Hobart, Alderman D.R. PLAISTER AO, MBE at 1500 that
afternoon.

12 A pleasant stay in Hobart culminated in ATTACK's
presence at the Sandy Bay Regatta on Monday 31. The ship

anchored off John Garrow light at 0730 that morning to provide

a naval backdrop to festivities ashore. ATTACK berthed at
Elizabeth Street pier at 1645 and remained there at the end of

the month. The ship dressed with masthead flags only to celebrate
Australia Day and the public holiday on Monday 31.

%

16. Engineering and Electrical. Performance during the
month has been good. URDEF 15/85 (HMAS ATTACK IAH 080227Z NOV 82

refers), the ship's gyro compass, remains outstanding from the
previous period, :

17. The health, welfare, morale and conduct ot the ship's
company has been good through the month., Unfortunately the
weather has not contributed to an overly successful fisheries
patrol, however enthusiasm remains high for this type of
employment.

/I have the honour l
4
{
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I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient Servant

7

(D. NOLAN)
Lieutenant, RAN
Commanding Officer

ANNEXES: A. Steaming Details - January 1983

B. Exercise Details - January 1983
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AMAS ATTACK LETTER 1é16[12
a3

i E—— ANNEX A TO
STEAMING DETAILS - JANUARY 1983

I : F Distance steamed during the period 1562 miles
2y Hours underway during the period | 148
P x bistance sCeamed since commissioning 329,985 miles
E:eﬂfzfﬁﬁrﬁdﬁfg underway since commissioning 25,688
D Occasions for exceeding fast routing
speed. Nil
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Exercise

Number

NN
9
NN

29
50
NN

NN

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Title

Boardex Training
Leaving ship/emergency
Action Stations

OOW Manoeuvres

Small Arms Firing
Blind Pilotage

Weigh By Deck Tackle

Major DCX

Minor DCX

DL Continuation Training
Pilotage Training

Lower/Raise Boat

EXERCISE DETAILS - JANUARY 1983

ANNEX B TO

HMAS ATTACK LETTER 1é, 16/12

Number Total
Conducted Hours Dates
2 b Vs 3
{ & 17
1 IR .
2 8 26,28
1 _2-_.hééﬂ"..

21 9 14,17,18,19,
20,21 ,22:254
24,25,26,27,
28.

7 3 19,20,21,22,
24.25,
1 2 19
1 1 18
il 1 19
i b

A/R A/R 12,;18,19,20,
2T 22,235,248,
25,265,227 .28,
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SMV ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

Teleprone 3585 8111 OFFICE OF THE

Extersion 3113 FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET
GARDEN ISLAND NSW 2000

AF 1/16/12

.. 15 MAR 1983

The Chief of Naval Staff

Department of Defence (Navy Office)
CANBERRA ACT 2600

HMAS ATTACK - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - FEBRUARY 1983

Forwarded.

bl

(R. H. OLD)
Commander RAN
for Fleet Commander

Enclosure: 1. HMAS ATTACK Report of Proceedings for
e February 1983
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

TELEPHONE :

2 i

1 March 1983

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

For Information:

The Naval Officer Commanding, VICTORIA AREA
The Commanding Officer, HMAS CEREERUS

The Commander, Australian Mine Warfare and Patrol Boat Forces
The Baval Officer Commanding, TASMANIA AREA

HMAS ATTACK = REPOET OF PROCEEDINGS

FEBRUARY 1983
Sir,
: B8 I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMA Ship ATTACK
under my command for the month of February 1983. All times are zone
LIMA (=11), 1
2e Highlights of the month included two days of in=company

manoeuvre with EMAS ARDENT; Fisheries Patrols in Victorian and
Tasmanian waters, and, commencing Monday 21 a maintenance periocd at
Westernport.

De At the beginning of the month ATTACK was berthed at Elizabeth
Street Wharf HOBART, having provided the Naval back-drop for the
Sandy Bay Regatta over the Australia Day long weekend. Colours were
half-masted on Tuesday 1 as a mark of respect to the Late M. FRANK
FORD, .deputy FRIME MINISTER OF AUSTRALIA from 1941 to 1946.

4. After sailing with ARDENT at 1000 Tuesday 1 in company
manoeuvres were conducted in the approaches to Hobart during day=-light
hours. These included OOW manoeuvres, replenishment approaches and

a towing exercise., Later, a formation achorage was conducted in Great
TAYLORS BAY and the Ships came to anchor at 1845, remaining over-night,

De The forenocon of WEDNESDAY 2 provided an ideal opportunity for
ARDENT's Boarding Party to conduct a first aid and casualty exercige
(FAIDEX) on ATTACK. A busy period at anchor concluded with general
drills which were thoroughly enjoyed by all personnel, The Ships
sailed in company at 1300 conducting further manoeuvres until 1620
when ATTACK was detached in Storm Baye. :

/6. Passage up the

e W ~ -----ﬂ--lr-'.?\‘
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6 Fassage up the East Coast of Tasmania proceeded smoothly

that evening. A quarterly full-power work-up was conducted in calm
seas, but after transitting BANKS STRAIT in the early hours of Thursday
3 seas from the West increased, ATTACK berthed at HMAS CERBERUS
Wharf at 1900 that evening thus concluding the first Fisheries FPatrol
the patrol boat has undertaken in over iwo years.,

Te Essential maintenance and storing of the Ship was carried

cut on Friday 4. The Ship dressed with mast-head flags only on
Sunday é to mark the occasion of Her Majesty The Queen's accession 1o
the throne. The second Fisheries Patrol for the year commenced
Monday 7. ATTACK sailed from Westernport at 1100, and proceeded
alongside Cowes Wharf shortly thereafter where Victorian Fisheries
Inspector MR. K. BROWN embarked,

8. In perfect weather conditions, on a glassy sea, the Victorian
sectfon of the patrol commenced. Some local fishing vessels were
located in the vicinity of Wilson's Promentory and the Ship proceeded
to the East of AREA BASS over-night. Unfortunately, MR. BROWN
developed chronic sea sickness and with a deteriorating weather fore-
cast the decision was made to seek shelter at Refuge Cove. ATTACK
came to anchor there at 2340 on Tuesday 8. (HMAS ATTACK IAJ 080547Z
FEB83 refers).

e A grateful MR, BROWKN left the Ship early on the morning of
Wednesday 9 and after sailing at 0900 passage to the Kent Group was
made, The patrol boat came to anchor in West Cove of Erith Island

at 1240 to ride out the last of the uncomfortable weather, After
sailing at 2200 that evening a gunnery shoot was conducted in zrea
R378 Bass Pyramide 4 successful engagement concluded at 0030
Thursday 10 and passage to DEVONPORT for fuel and water then commenced.

10, ATTACK berthed at No,3 Wharf DEVONPORT at 0800, MH. K. CEARLTON,
2 Tasmanian Fisheries Inspector embarked prior to sailing at 1125,
Approaching cold fronts and & poor weather forecast made it impractical
to proceed down the West coast as was originally intended., Accordingly
passage via the East coast was made, Heavy seas and swells continued
throughout the day of Friday 11, and the Ship's anchor cable again
toppled in the cable locker, In addition URDEF 23/85, the 916A Radar,
was raised as no tuning of the set could be achieved., (HMAS ATTACK

IAH 110010Z FEB83 refers),

1. ATTACK came to anchor in ADVENTURE BAY at 1813 that evening.
Dyring attempts to free the cable a wire sirop parted causing injuries
to two personnel, The problem of ATTACK class anchor cables toppling
in rough seas has been acknowledged for many years, but it would
appear no action has ever been taken on this matter. This has been
raised with the administrative authority in a separate submission,
(EMAS ATTACK MBL 122036Z FEBS83 and HMAS ATTACK Letter 19/1/1 of

21 February 1983 refers).

12, Anchor was weighed at 0550 Saturday 11 and after refuelling at
Macgquarie Wharf HOBART, berth was shifted to Elizabeth Street Wharf at
0900, An informal cocktail party was held onboard that evening by my
Senior Sailors and Officers with a small cross section of local
dignitaries attending.

/13, The Ship cast off
'FF'&E of i 56 ad hid § ATy
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154 The Ship cast off at 090C Sunday 13 to continue the Fisheries
Patrol. In moderate seas a patrol line one hundred miles South of
Tasmania was established, with no contacts encountereds The patrol
continued until 0800 Tuesday 15 when ATTACK berthed at HOBART for fuel
and waters MR. CHARLTON left the Ship on arrival, URDEF 24/85,

the port main engine thermostat was raised whilst at sea during this
period, (HMAS ATTACK IAE 142125Z FEB 83 refers). This has since
been rectified,

14, Fuelling completed, and with another poor weather forecast,
the Ship cast off at 1020 and proceeded direct to DEVONPORT by way of
the East coast. Again, no contacts of any kind were sighted, After
an uneventful passage ATTACK berthed at No.3 Wharf DEVONPORT at 1100
Wednesday 16,

15. Whilst alongside URDEF 23/85 was adjudged rectified. Focllow=-
ing & busy day alongside cleaning, Ship's lines were cast off at 1€50
Thursday 17. Passage overnight to Westernport was uneventful and
the Ship berthed at CERBERUS Wharf at 0718 FRIDAY 18, A much needed
maintenance period commenced Monday 21, and the Ship remained along-
side there at the end of the month,

16, Colours were half-masted on Tuesday 23 as a Mark of Respect

to the recent bush fire victims in Victoria and South Australia.
Commodore R.M. BAIRD RAN, the Director General of Naval Training and
Education (DGNTE) conducted an informal walkround on FRIDAY 25,

Colours were again half-masted on Saturday 26 as a Mark of Respect

on the cecent death of SIR CHARLES GAIRDNER, former Governor of Western
Australia and Taspania,

17 Engineering and Electricals Performance during the month has
been good with Engine Room maintenance progressing during the periods
alongside. URDEF 15/85 (HMAS ATTACK IAE 080227Z NOV82 refers)

the Ship's gyro compass remains outstanding., At present the Ship's
Arma brown compass is undergoing repair at Williamstown Naval Dockyard,
with another gyro compass on loane. Kectification date is not known
at this stage,

18, The health, welfare, morale and conduct of the Ship's Company
has been very good throughout the month. A spate of unseasonable
influenzz affected some members of the Ship's Company whilst on the
Fisheries Patrol of Tasmania,

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

r"dfé
(D. NOLAN)
Lieutenant, KAN
Commanding Officer

innexes: A. Steaming Details - February 1983.

B. Exercise Details « February 1983,
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ANNEX A TO
HMAS ATTACH LETTER 1/16/12
DATED O1MARE3
STEAMING DETAILS - FEBRUARY, 1983

1, Distance steamed during the period 2794 miles

Zé Hours underway during the period 202

5e Distance steamed since Commissioning 332 777 miles

4. Hours underway since Commissioning 25 890

He e« Occasions for exceeding fast routine 2 hours at

speed 20 knots for

Quarterly full power
Work=Up 2 February

T I 0™ T 0™ ™ o e g
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Exercise

Number

528588 EBR B
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HMAS ATTACK LETTER 1/16/12

DATED 1MAR83

EXERCISE DETAILS = MARCH 1983

Time

FAIDEX

OOW MANOEUVRES
RASAPS - DAY
EEAVING LINE TX
TOWEX = RECEIVING

STFX

SMALL ARMS FIRING
BUS FIRING

BLIND PILOTAGE

PILOTAGE TRAINING
FORMATION ANCHORAGE
MINEFIELD TRANSIT
STERNBOARD TRANSFER
GENERAL DRILLS
SCREEN PLAY

NCX 202

X0 CON SEIP

MINOR DC EXERCISE
FLEETWORK TRAINING

I T I\
o ¥ ontee W
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Number

-

1 B
F |

Conducted

b
o~
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Total
Hours

112!‘3!?!8'9

1,2,10
1

2
2
2
1
1
1
L

-
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28

10,11,12,13,
15,16,17,18,
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

Telephone 3589 9111 OFFICE OF THE
Exrermon 3113 FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING

HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET
GARDEN ISLAND NSW 2000

40 A
i r-,.l

i 1/16/12 2

The Chief of Naval Staff

Department of Defence (Navy Office)
CANBERRA ACT 2600

HMAS ATTACK - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - MARCH
.1985-

Forwarded.

ol

(R. H. OLD)
Commander RAN
for Fleet Commander

Enclosure: 1. HMAS ATTACK Report of Proceedings
for March 1983

:-{INGMC 5 l CT E D

UNCLASSIFIED COV

AL

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1072906



RESTRICTED

STRICTED

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

TELEPHONE .

IN REPLY QUOTE 1/16/12 HMAS ATTACK
at Sea
1 April 1983

The Flag Officer Commanding HM Austrzlian Fleet

For Information:

The Naval Officer Commanding VICTORIA AREA

The Commanding Officer HMAS CERBERUS

The Commander Australian Mine Warfare and Patrol Boat Forces
The Naval Officer Commanding TASMANTA AREA

HVAS ATTACEK - 2T OF PROCEEDINGS
MARCE 1985
Sir,
Te I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMA Ship ATTACK

under my command for the month of March 1983.

2o Eighlights of the month included participation in the tactical
phase of Exercise Sez Eagle B83-1, a Fisheries Pairol to Tasmanian waters,
and, commencing Monday 21 the first BSORS (Bass Strait 0il Rig Surveillance)
patrol of the year.

3 At the beginnipng of the month ATTACK was berthed alongside HMAS
CERBERUS wharf conducting a maintenznce period. On Tuesday 1 the Ship's
Company were addressed on securitiy matiterse. Mzin engines were successfully
trialled on Thursday %, following replacement of the port engine thermostat.
The maintenance period, during which much work was completed, concluded the
following day.

4 ATTACK cast off and proceeded to join the tactical phase of
.Exercise Sea Eagle 83-1 at 1100 (-11) Satardaa é After clearing Hann's
Inlet the ship hove to in position 35 24's 145 14.6'E and the ashes of

the late ex-CPO Wallace BRADLEY RAN and ex~CP0O Mattnew SMALL EN were scatiered
by Chaplains HILL and DANIELS. Upon the burial party disembarking passage
commenced to Bass Strait in calm weather. Clocks were reiarded one hour to
time gone KILO (=10) at 2359 (=11) Saturday 5.

De The ship was programmed for exercise participation, from Saturdsy 5
to Tuesday 8., Whilst the 'enemy', TF 627 made passage south from the Jervis
Bay arez, Bass Strait was subjected to air reconnsissance from their forces.

/ 2. ATTACK
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ATTACK was assigned as a unit to TF 628, and was the only ship in the
soutnern approaches of the exercise area at the commencement of the tactical

Phaﬂe .

6e Accordingly, the decision to hide by day and attack by night was
made. During the course of one sweep on Sunday 6 HMAS CURLEW was engaged as
she proceeded close to the Kingfish series of 0il rigse After closing and
waving victory brooms at her the ship proceeded to the east of the exercise
area that evening in search of the enemy task force, unfortunately unsuccesse-
fullye.

e 7. Once breaking off action at 0001 (-10) Monday 7 the ship came to
anchor in position 313 wreck conspicuous 2 caplés In tHe Kent Group at 0917
(=10) that forenoon. HEMAS BOMBARD berthed on ATTACK's starboard side at
0925 (=10) and discussions on co-ordinated engagements then took place.
BOMBARD cast off at 1800 (=-10) that evening, and, after weighing anchor at 1825
(=10) the ship proceeded to the east of the exercise area., Whilst BOMBARD
proceeded along the shipping larnes ETWECK establigshed a patrol line to the
north of Flinders Island.

8e In calm weather znd empleying radar silence a successful sngzgement
was conducted during the early hours of Tuesday 8. (EMAS ATTACK INJ 0715372
MAR 83 refers). TUnfortunately, this proved to be the last attack made, and,
after establishing a similar patrol line during the evening of Tuesday 8 no
'enemy! forces were sncountered., Exercise participaticn concluded at 0001
(=10) Wednesday 9 and in rising seas an uncomfortable passage to Westernport
was made, berthing at 1024 (=10).

9. Local operations were programmed for Thursday 10 and Friday 11.
Seamanship training for an advanced course was conducted on Thursday 10,
sailing at 0805 (=10) and berthing at 1204 (=10). Evolutions conducted
included streaming larne targets and exercising man over board. _On Friday

11 Reserve Soldiers from 3 Psychology Unit AREF were provided with patrol boat
familiarisation in two separate trips, ATTACK berthed at Westernport at 1200

(-10).

10. At 1030 (-10) Saturday 12 the ship cast off and procesded south to
Tasmanian waters for the final fisheries patrol of the current series. That
evening clocks were advanced one hour at 2330 (-10) to time zone LIMA (-11).
In rising seas ATTACK hove to at 0800 (=11) Sunday 13 in Binnalong Bay,
St Helens to embark Tasmanian district fisheries inspector, Mr. C. WILSON.
After patrolling briefly to the north in the Flinders Island area course was
altered to run down the east coast of Tasmania at 1200 (-11). The patrol
boat came to anchor 100° Cape Forester 2.2 miles at 1938 (=11) %o shelter

| from high seas.,

11 Monday 14 dawned overcast but relatively calm. Anchor was weighed

at 0735 (-11) and a sweep to the east was conducted. No contacts were sighted
but a long lazy 6 metre southerly swell developed during the afternoon. Upcn
closing Storm Bay at 2000 (=11) the weather deteriorated dramatically, with

the swell shortening. The ship came to anchor in Adventure Bay, 048 Quiet
Corner 3 cables at 2204 (-11).

124 ATTACK berthed portside to Elizabeth Street wharf Hobart at 0900
(=11) Tuesday 15 for an operational visit, Mr. WILSON left the ship during
the day 28 no foreign fisning vessels were in Tasmanian waters. Because

of this the stay at Hobart was extended one day. The forenoon of Wednesday
16 was devoted to berthing practice for all Watchkeeping Officers, and during

/ 3. the afternoon
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the afternoon sport was played against HMAS HUON,

13 A calm passage was experienced up the eastern coast of Tasmania
after sailing at 0800 (-11) Thursday 17 Clocks were retarded one hour to
time zone KILO (-10) at 1830 (-11). In good weather ATTACK berthed alongside
EMAS CERBERUS wharf at 0957 (—122.Friday 18. Prepsrations for the first BSORS
(Bass Strait 0il Rig Surveillance) patrol then began.

14. ATTACK was due to szil for Arez Bass at 1800 (-10) Monday 21. Over
the weekend the Victorian coastal waters were subjected to a tuffeting from

an intense low pressure system which by Monday 21 had centred to the west of
Melbourne. A storm warning for waters east of Wilsons Promentory and a gale
warning west of the Promoniory delayed sailing. TURDEF 29/85, the main galley
range, was rectified Tuesday 22 whilst improvements in the weather were
awaited. (EMAS ATTACK IAE/RDE 2203012 MAR 83 refers).

15. The wezther continued to remain poor until Friday 25 when all warnings
were lifteds The ship cast off at 0900 (-10) sailing for Aresz Bass., BOMBARD
has beern wezther bound at Portland during the gzles ezrlier in the week,

The intention was for ATTACK to remzin on station until relieved by BOMBARD
after ner longer passage to Arez Bass. -

16. After arriving at Area Bass at 1900 (=10) that evening the ship

steamed on station in rising seas. BOMBARD relieved ATTACK at 0452 (-10)
Saturdzay 26 and in rising seas the short passage to Welshpool was made, berthing
starboard side to New Pier at 1043 (=10). This is understood to be the first
time a patrol boat engzged in BSORS operations has visited Welshpool for some
time. It was plezsing to note that refuelling was possible by road tanker av
Welshpool, rather than on previous occasions where the ship had sailed to

Barry Bezch Mzrine Terminal for fuel.

& Lines were cast off at 1445 (-10) Monday 28 and the passage to Area
Bass made, arriving on task some five hours latver. The wezther over the next
few days remained variable but by 2 combinztion of steaming on station and

securing to a rig buoy the ship remained in the area. At the end of the month
ATTACK was in Arez Bass as the on task Surface Reaction Vessel (SRV).

18, The health, welfare, morale and conduct of the Ship's Company has
been very good throughout the month. URDEF 15/85, (EMAS ATTACK IAE 080227Z
NOV 82 refers) the ship's gyro compass remains outstanding. At present the
ship's Arma Brown compass is undergoing repair at Williamstown Naval Dockyard
with another gyro compass on loan. The anticipated rectification date is

| not known.

I have the honour to be;
Sir,

Your cobedient Servant.

(D. NOLAN)
Lieutenant RAN
Commznding Officer

Annexes: A. Steaming Details = March 1882,
B, Exercise Details = March 1983.
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STEAMING DE"ATLS - MARCH 1985

Te Distance steamed during March 5018
2e Hours underway during March 232
3 Total distance steamed since first %50 P
commissioninge.
4 Total hours underway since first 26122
commissioning.
De Occasions for exceeding economical speed.
Date Period Speed Reason
& March 1 Bour 21 Knots Sea Bagle 83=1

Exercise requirements.

RESTRICTED
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Exercise
Numbe

H

RESTRICTED

RESTRICT-D

ANNEX B TO

EAS ATTACK LETTER
1.12 of 1 APRIL 1983

EXERCISE DETAILS - MARCH 1983

Short
Title

Seamanship and General Evolutions

12
18
2

Dzily Harbour

NIV

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

PTFX OPS
Lezving ship/emerg
Man overboard drills

SUFX/Tracking

Blind Pilotage

X0 CON ship

OOW Berthing practice
training

Pilotage

Lower/Raise boat
Astronomical trazining

Major DCX
Continuation training

Bonergency Party

RESTRICTED

RESTICTED

No. Comple t5d£

Duraztion

4

1 x 1 hour
3 x 1 hour
2 X 1 hour
25

y:

12

€

2

9

1

2

17

1

Date/

HEemzrks

5 thru 8

Dy

3. 10, 1%,

12

3, 5 thru 15
17, 18, 25, 26,
28.

16
16

5» 6y Ty 8,
26, 28

5 10

By 11y 125 134
17, 25, 29, 30,
31

17
8, 30

1 thm 4, 9
thru 11

16, 18 thru 24,
2hy 21
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SMV
ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY
Te/ephone 358 9111 OFFICE OF THE
Extersion 9113 FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING
MM AUSTRALIAN FLEET
GARDEN ISLAND NSW 2000

aF 1/16/12 =4 Mav 1093

The Chief of Naval Staff

Department of Defence (Navy Office)
CANBERRA ACT 2600

HMAS ATTACK - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - 1-14 APRIL 1983

Forwarded.

00!

(R. H. OLD)
Commander RAN
for Fleet Commander

Enclosure: 1. HMAS ATTACK Report of Proceedings for
period 1-14 April 1983

UNCLASSIFIED COVERING ESE%RICTEB'-
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

TELEPHONE :

IN REPLY QuUCTE 1/1 6/1 2 HMAS ATTACK
At WeSTERNPORT

14 kpril 1983

- —

The Raval Cfficer Commanding VICTORIA AREA
Tne Commanding Officer HNMAS CERBERUS
The Commander Austrzlian Mine Warfare and Patrel Boat Forces

BEVMAS ATTACE = REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS -

1-14 APRIL 1983

Sir,

1e I have the honour to report the proceedings of HFMA Ship ATTACK
under my Command for the period 1 to 14 April 1963, All times are zone
KILO (=10),

24 Eighlights of the period included a BSORS (BASS STRAIT OIL RIG

SUEVEILLAKCE) patrol until Wednesday 6, and, upon arrival at EMAS CERBERUS

. W — e E—— & — =

on Friday 6 the commencement of a m;_ntEHnnue Period.

Se At the beginning of the month ATTACK was the on task Surface
Reaction Vessel (SRV) in Area Bass. The weather in Bass Strait had
moderated since the Ship had assumed duties on Monday 28 March, and on
Friday 1 ATIACK was at anchor 093 Stockysrd £ill 3,2 miles, in the
West of the area.

4. At 0335 anchor wzs weighed after Mackeral oil platform reporied
that MV YUEN CHAU had entered ithe Bass Strait arez to be avoided, ATTACK

| became involved in a stern chase and eventually closed the vessel off
Gabo Islznd at 1430 that afternoon., (HMAS ATTACK IAJO10548Z APRE3 and
COAST WATCE CANBERRA ENMJ/EEJ 0109192 APR €3 refers).

i 05 BEMAS BOMZARD assumed SRV duties at 1530 Friday 1 and ATTACK
berthed et the Breakwater Wharf, Eden at 1805, The Ship was due to

sail at 0600 Monday 4 for Arez Bass but gale and storm warnings precluded
sailing to assume SRV duties. Weather conditions remained so poor ithat
these duties were accepted by EMAS WOLLONGONG at 1000 Wednesdzy 6,

whilst beth patrol boats were berihed at Eden.

6. After warnings were lifted on Thursday7 the Ship cast off at
1410 ané passage was made 1o Westernport. ©Seas were initially rough
but the weather moderated during the evening, _The Ship berihed at

SPAS CERBERUS Wharf at 1000 Friday & to commence z mainienance period,

/7- On Hﬂn‘ia:f 11'
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73 T On Monday 11, the Commanding Officer Designate, Lieuterant J.Wwe.

PUrNELI-WEEE RAN, joineds I paid my farewell czll on the Commanding
Officer HMAS CERBERUS Capteain M.B. RAYMENT AM, RAK at 1245 Wednesday 13
ATTACK proceeded to sez at 1000 Thursday 14 ta allow the relieving
Commanding Officer to gzin some practical Ship handling experience,

end berthed e.lof.gﬁlﬁe CERZERUS Wharf at 1400, ':ﬁ:- » the handover completed
Lieutenant PURNELL-WEEE assumed comrand at 0001 Friday 15.

8. The health, welifare, morzle ané conduct of the Ship's Compary
has beern very good throushout the period, URDEF 15/65, (HMAS ATTACK
I1LE 0802272 KOVs2 re;eia), the Ship's gyro compass remzins outstanding,
At presernt ithe Ship's Arma Erown compass is undergoing repsir at Willia
towrn Reval Dockyard with another gyro compsss on 1lo0an. loe a:t*r.::;.p:*ed
rectification date is not known,

I hzve the honour to be,

Qe
U-LI"

YC—'L JI"'ﬁ:.‘]"Eu..l...n:.. ......,l..- SE’“‘ 'I'"'t '

(D. NOLAN)
Lieutenant, RAN
Commanding Officer

Annexes: A, Steaming Details - 1=-14 April 13583,

:

B. Exercise Details = 1=14 April 19¢&

A
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ANNEX A TO
HMAS ATTACK LETTER 1/16/12
DATED 14 APE 63

STEAMNING DETAIIS 1-17 AFRIL 1963
AR T e T+ i R o B e

1e Distance steamed during period 540
2e Bours underway during period 33
5o Total distance steamed since first Commissioning 336,335
4. Totzl hours underway since first Commissioning 26,155
5e Ozcasions for exceeding economical speeds

Dzte Feriod Speed Heason

1 APRIL 6 Bours 22 Enots Arez Bass violation.

RESTRICTED
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AN B TO
HMAS ATTACK LETTER 1‘16(12
CISE DET - 1= 1L
ise Number Short Title No, Completed/ - Date/Remarks
I}uratiun :
Seamanshig and General Evolutions
4 BOARDEX . 2 1'[1
10 (079)") @G B/D | % | heur L
12 ' MAN OVERBOARD IRILLS | w | hewr 14
21 BLIND PILOTAGE 5 Y5 1.8, 14
) ’ ]
NBCD
30 MINOR DCX 1 14
DATLY HARBOUR i S
NN | EMERGENCY PARTY . 12 2 thru 6
. 8 thru 14
RESTRICTED
Ty e Sy
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY N
GKW
Te/ephone 359 8111 2 4 .9 2 ::*.? OFFICE OF THE
Extersion 3113 FLAG OFFICER COMMAND NG

HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET
GARDEN ISLAND NSW 2000

X YUAVAR Tale!
aF 1/16/12 3 MAT 1589

LOGGED

The Chief of Naval Staff

Department of Defence (Navy Office)
CANBERRA ACT 2600

HMAS ATTACK - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
15-30 APRTL 1983

Forwarded.

o

(R.H. OLD)

Commander, RAN
for Fleet Commander

o

Enclosure: 1. HMAS ATTACK Report of Proceedings for
April 1983,

L
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RESERICTED

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

TELEPHONE

IN REPLY QUOTE  1/16/12 HMAS ATTACK

at DEVONPORT

| May 1983

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM Australian Fleet

For Information:

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM Australian Fleet (Afloat)

The Naval Officer Commanding Victoria Area

The Commanding Officer HMAS CERBERUS

The Commander Australian Mine Warfare and Patrol Boat Forces
The Naval Officer Commanding Tasmania Area

HMAS ATTACK - OF PROC -
0 L 198

o1r,

1e 1 have the honour to report the proceedings of HMA Ship ATTACK
under my command for the period 15 to 30 April 1983, All times are uone
KILo (~10).

2e Highlights of the period included participation in Exeroise
Hallmark, a sea day in company with HMAS BAYONET, and, commencing Wednesday
27 a fisheries patrol to northern Tasmanian waters.

Je At the beginning of the period the patrol boat was berthed
alongside HMAS CERBERUS wharf. Having assumed command at 0001 Friday 15
I called on the Cnma-nﬂiﬂﬂ Of ficer HMAS CERBERUS, Cﬂ.p‘hain M.B. le AM,
RAN, at 0900 that morning. The ship concluded a short maintenance period
later in the day-

4. Exercige Hallmark, a southerm patrol boat task element exercise
was scheduled to commence on Monday 18. The Commander, Australian Mine
Warfare and Patrol Boat Forces was designated as CTU 627.4.9, with HMA Ships
WOLLONGONG , LAUNCESTON, WHYALLA, ATTACK and BOMBARD participating.

De Sailing for the exercise was delayed until 0700 Tuesday 19 by a
defect on the port main engine thermostat., (HMAS ATTACK IAH 1502472 APR8)
refers). This precluded a planned refuelling at Port Welshpool, which in
the event would have proved unnecessary. As well, a programmed target tow
at the West Head gunnery range on Monday 18 had to be cancelled, ATTACK
gsailed with Lieutenant Commander B.J. WILSON, RAN, a surface weapons
specialist from CERBERUS embarked.

/6. in fiﬂﬂ'

RESTRETED
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6e In fine, calm weather the ship made a rendegvous with WHYALLA

to the east of Area Bass at 2000, Tuesday 19. The other patrol boats were
unable to reach Victorian waters beceuse of heavy seas off Sydney. Serials

were modified because of this and & night steam in company to the Flinders
Island area followed.

Te ATTACK detached at 0730 Wednesday 20 to land a sallor at Parries
Bay for compassionate reesons. He flew to Melbourne later in the day.

(HMAS ATTACK ABA 1908452 APR83 refers)., Lieutenant Commander WILSON
trensferred to WHYALLA at 1030, end, on completion of a towing serial passage
vas made to the Bass Pyramid gunnery firing area. WOLLONGONG, with CTU
627+4.9 embarked, joined the formation and various gunnery exercises were
conducted during the afterncon, BOMBARD failed to join the task element as
she had en engineering defect. LAUNCESTON remained in Area Bass as the on
task Surface Reaotion Vessel.,

Be Unfortunately, just prior to shooting, the 40/60 Bofor developed

a defect which made it inoperative. (URDEF 32/85, HMAS ATTACK IAH 2006452
APRB3 refers). On completion of the gunnery exercises at 1700 the ship

vas detached for a night encounter exercise. This was held in the approaches
o Area BPass and commenced at 2000,

e ATPACK and LAUNCESTON were tasked with closing and identifying all
surface contacts as they neared the area to be avoided around the oil platforms.
In perfect weather all vessels were closed but nome found to be the intruders
WOLLONGONG or WHYALLA., The exercise conoluded at 0600 Thuraday 21.

10. WOLLONGONG , WHYALLA and ATTACK rendezvoused to the gouth of Area

Bass at 0730. CTU 627.4.9, Commander K.C. STEPHEN, RAN, with the Base

Engineer Officer HMAS WATEREEN, Lieutensnt Commender J.A. WORSTENCROFT, RAH,
transferred to ATTACK by boat at 0750, On completion of OOW manosuvres

at 0900 a major damage control exercise was conducted under their supervision.
Following another boat transfer during which Cosmander STEFHEN and sea riders

left and Licutenant Commender WILSON resjoined ATTACK, the ship was detached -
and at 1030, the passage to Westermport commenced,

1. Taking sdvantage of the umusually calm, fine weather in Baas
Strait & quarterly full power workup wes conducted during the passage %o
CEREERUS, with the ship berthing at 1730 that evening. Working hours of
Friday 22 were utilized es preparatiom for the figheries patrol to Tasmanian
waters. Lieutenant Commander WILSON left the ship on arrival.

12 At 0830 Baturday 2% in company with BAYONET the ship sailed for a
day of mamoeuvres in Westernport Bay and approaches. Following a forenoon's
exercising e formation anchorage was conducted, with ATTACK coming to aenchor
297 Cowes Wharf 3.4 cables at 1230, Captain M.B, RAYMENT AM, BAN, transferred
to the ship shortly efter to sea ride for a navigational standard check.

13, Whilst at anchor UHF communications gear in both vessels was
checked es reception had been very poor. In addition, the ship's steering
gear was inspected. The result of a steering trial after the anchor was
weighed at 1315 proved unsuccessful. Both patrol boats entered Hann'es Inlet

and berthed at CERBERUS wharf at 1445.

/14,  Defect

RESTRIETED

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1072906



wh bl

RESTRICTED

L!-ill-l-'l:n._ il

I

14, Defect signals were raised on the steering gear, HF and UHF '
communications on arrivel. (HMAS ATTACK IAH 2305302 APRS83, HMAS ATTACK

128 2322152 APRS3 and HMAS ATTACK 2322202 APRB83 refer). Even with base

staff assistance departure for the Tesmanian figheries patrol was delayed

until 1400 on Mondey 25. On sailing, the UHF commmnications set in

BAYONET was losned to ATTACK, with the steering gear, 40/60 Bofor and HF
communications defects being adjudged rectified.

15 Unfortunately, the main HF unit failed soon after caesting off
and a disappointed ship’s company berthed the ship alongside CERBERUS
wharf at 1753 that evening. With repeirs completed the ship cast off

at 0756 Wednesday 27 for a modified fisheries patrol to northern Tasmanian
waters.

16, At 1556, following a calm passage to King Island, ATTACK berthed
at Grassy Harbour. No Naval ship hed vigited the Island for some time

and the reception received by the ship's company certainly mede amends for

the frustrating experience with defeote over the previous days. Prior to

sailing at 1100 Thursday 268 some 600 school children had conduoted tours

of the patrol boat.

ue A small arms shoot was conducted during the short passage to
Stanley and the ship berthed at Stanley Wharf at 1635, for an overnight
visit, The patrol boat cast off at 1000 Frideay 29 and another short
passage, this time to Devonport wes made, Again, the main HF communicatione
set proved to have an intermittent fault. (URDEF 38/85, EMAS ATTACK

IAH 2901002 APR83 refers)., ATTACK berthed portside to WHYALLA at 1630
Friday 29, and remained alongside at Devonport at the end of the month,

18. In addition to the HF communications defect, URDEF 15/85,

(HMAS ATTACK IAH 080227% NOV82 refers), the ship gyro compass remsing

outstanding, At present the ship's arma brown compass is undergoing repair -
at Williamstown Maval Dockyard with another gyro compess on loan. As well,

URDEF 31/85, the centreline windscreem wiper remains outstanding. (EMAS

ATTACK IAH 1502482 APR83 refers), INDEF 10/85, the Mathway Lightweight

Steering Box, was wpgraded to URDEF 37/85 on Thursday 28, This will be

rectified during the forthcoming intermediete docking. (HMAS CERBERUS

IAH 2723302 APR83 refers).

T S S G AT T SRR SR ooy

L2

LA mﬁmﬂ an -'.".'

19. The health, welfare, morale and conduct of the ship's company

has been very good throughout the period. The continuing recurrence

of the HF commmunica’ ions defect has proved a matier of some comcern, A
separate submission on this has been raised with the administrative authority
(HMAS ATTACK letter 98/53/1 of 1 May 1983 refers).

wenfle

I heve the honour to be,

. o -y = + _ .
Il o el MI—" X

8ix,

ent Bervant,

(J W, PURNELL-WEEB)
Lieutenant RAN

Commanding Officer

Annexs A. Steaming details 15-30 April 1983
B. Exercise details 15~30 .tpril 1983
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STEAMING DETAILS 15 - 30 APRIL 1983

Distance steamed during period
Hours underway during period.

Total distance steamed gince first
commissioning.

Total hours underway since first
CGMiEEiﬂning “

Occasions for exceeding economical speed:

Date Period Speed
Thursday 21 2 Hours 2% knots

1199
91
33743534

26,246

Reason

quarterly full
power workup.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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17
19
20
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29
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Daily Harbour
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Seamanship and General Evolutions

1
short Title
NEX
SUPEREX
Leaving Ship/

Emergency Stations
O0W Eng. Breakdown
O0W Manoeuvree
MOBEX

RASAPS Day

Heaving Line
Transfer Day

TOWEX - Providing
AAGDX

AAROFX

Smell Arms Shoot
Blind Pilotage

Formation Anchorage
Formation Departure/

Entry

Major DCX
Minor DCX

Emergency Party

RESTRICTED

ﬂg!m ’-.-
CK LETTER 1/16/12
DATED 2 MAY 1983

198

2

4
2 X 1 hour

1 X 1 hour
‘

10

RESTRICTED
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20/ 21
20
19

20, 21
20, 21, 23
23y 29

23

23

20, 23
20, 29
20
28

19 thru 23, 25, 27,
28, 29

CY
23

21
28

15 thru 18
22 thru 24, 30
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SMV ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY
Teiephorne 355 811 OFFICE OF THE
Exrersion 2113 £LAG OFFICER COMMANDING
MM AUSTRALIAN FLEET
GARDEN ISLAND NSW 2000
73U AR
af 1/16/12 -

The Chief of Naval Staff

Department of Defence (Navy Office)
CANBERRA ACT 2600

HMAS ATTACK - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - MAY 1985

Forwarded.

O

(R. H. OLD)
Commander RAN
for Fleet Commander

Enclosure: 1. HMAS ATTACK Report of Proceedings for
May 1983

UNCLASSIFIED CovERING RRdmEGERICTED
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

TELEPHONE :
IN REPLY auoTe 1/16/12 HMAS ATTACK
At WESTERNPORT
1 June 1983 1
The Flag Officer Commanding
HM Australian Fleet .

For Informations:

The Naval Officer Commanding Victoria Area

The Commanding Officer, HMAS CERBERUS

The Commander, Australian Mine Warfare and Patrol Boat Forces
The Naval Officer Commanding Tasmania Area

HMAS ATTACK - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS =

MAY 1983
Sir,
1. I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMA Ship ATTACK

under my command for the month of May 1983, All times are zone KILO (-10).

2e Highlights of the period included a patrol of Bass Strait waters
which concluded Friday 6, a short maintenance period alongside HMAS CERBERUS,
and, commencing Tuesday 17 Bass Strait 0il Rig Surveillance (BSORS) duties.
May proved a frustrating month because of programme changes at short notice
and numerous engineering defects which affected sailing times.

3 At the beginning of the period the patrol boat was berthed portside
to HMAS WHYALLA at Devonport. At 0900 Sunday 1, following the repair off a
HF communication defect, ATTACK cast off to continue a fisheries patrol of
northern Tasmanian waters. The ship was programmed to rendezvous with
WHYALLA in Area Bass later in the week to receive some ABC film technicians
and land them at Burnie before completing the patrol,

4. In order to gain arequired publication a diversion was made later
in the day and the ship heaved to in Westernport Bay at 2345. With a poor
weather forecast the decision to shelter inside the bay was made and ATTACK
came to anchor 005 Cowes wharf 2.2 cables at 0015 Monday 2, Unfortunately,
whilst the anchor was being weighed that morning the anchor winch burnt out.
After weighing by deck tackle at 1120 the patrol boat returned alongside
CEHBEHgS for repairs. (URDEF 39/85, HMAS ATTACK IAH/RDH 020150Z MAY 83
refers).

De With base staff assistance the defect was made good by late after-
noon. A series of cold fronts and associated gale warnings then caused
sailing to be delayed. In the event, the ship remained alongside for the rest

of the patrol time, except on Friday 6 when a short sea day in Westernport
Bay for an advanced seamanship class was held. After sailing at 1000 that
morning and conducting a number of evolutions, ATTACK returned alongside at

1320 to commence a maintenance period.

RESTW@_ U /6. During this
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6. During this time alongside much work had been planned - including
upper-deck maintenance and one thousand=hour routines on both main engines.
As well, promotion training for a number of Jjunior sailors had been arranged.
When ATTACK was tasked to escort HMAS ARDENT (COMAUSFLT IAQ/IAU/RDH 090722Z
MAY83 refers) to Eden a hasty revision of this work package was madej; most
planned maintenance was completed but command tests were re-acheduled for
later in the year. RS S

Te Poor weather delayed sailing to Hobart and the rendezvous with
ARDENT until 0B00 Tuesday 17. [Enroute a close quarters navigation incident

- occurred (HMAS ATTACK EVL 170415Z MAY83 refers) and was reported in accordance
with current policy. Following a good passage the ship berthed portside to
Elizabeth Street Pier at 1015 Wednesday 15. However, a defect on the star-
board main engine governor delayed sailing until 2150 that evening. (URDEF
41/85 HMAS ATTACK IAH/RDH 180127Z MAY83 refers). -

8e In calm weather the escort duty was completed at 0600 Friday 20
when a rendezvous off Eden with WHYALLA was made. ARDENT, which had an -
engineering defect to one engine, continued passage to Sydney with WHYALLA
as escort. ATTACK detached to Eden to fuel and water prior to aﬁﬂuming
duties as Surface Reaction Vessel (SRV) in Area Bass.

9. Once more, whilst approaching Eden, the governor on the starboard
main engine became defective. (URDEF 42/85, HMAS ATTACK IAH/RDH 192250Z
MAY83 refers). HMAS ADVANCE, a Sydney based, reserve crewed patrol boat
was forced to extend her time on task until the defect in ATTACK could be
repaired. The patrol boat berthed starboard side to the Breakwater Pier
Eden at 0830 PFriday 20.

10. The part required was received onboard early Saturday 21, and
following repair the ship cast off at 1100 for the passage to Area Bass.
It is understood that shelf life on many common items used in Attack Class
are nearing end of term; repair by replacement may not always be the
answer as the patrol boats near the end of their commissions.

1. ATTACK assumed SRV duties at 2000 Saturday 21, After berthing
starboard side to ADVANCE briefly that evening for an exchange of views the
&v ship steamed in Area Bass overnight. The patrol boat remained as the on-
~ task SRV in mild weather until relieved by ADVANCE at 2100 Tuesday 24.

124 Following an overnight passage to Westernport the ship berthed at
CERBERUS wharf at 0725 Wednesday 25 for a 9 hour refuelling stop. Whilst
alongside some essential maintenance, including the changing of pyro press
switches for the main engineswas done. Upon sailing at 1635 the switch for
the port main engine was discovered defective; ATTACK returned alongside at
1735 to allow repair. (URDEF 44/85, HMAS ATTACK IAH/RDH 250735Z MAY83 refers)

13 The ship remained at Westernport overnight with Ship's Staff repair-
ing the defect and departed for Area Bass and SRV duties at 0800 Thursday 26.
In rising seas ADVANCE was relieved at 1800 that evening. ATTACK steamed

on station until 0900 Friday 27 when the weather deteriorated to such an
extent as to make surveillance impossible. The ship sought shelter at

Deal Island, arriving there at 1330 that afternoon.

/14. A priority
RESTRICTED
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14. A priority one defect on the port main engine occurred whilst the
ship was sheltering at Deal Island. (URDEF 45/85, HMAS ATTACK IAH/RDH
280905Z MAY83 refers). In order to allow rectification ATTACK sailed for
Westernport at 1830 Saturday 28 arriving alongside at 0751 the next morning.
With this URDEF outstanding the ship remained alongside HMAS -CERBERUS wharf
at the end of the month,

15 URDEF 15/85, the ship's gyro compass, was rectified during the
month. At the end of the period URDEF 37/85, the Mathway Lightweight
Steering Box, remained outstanding. This should be rectified during the
forthcoming intermediate docking period. '

16, The health, welfare, morale and conduct of the Ship's Company ‘has
been very good throughout the period. A number of personnel suffered from
gevere gastro enteritis during the passage from Hobart to Eden but all are
well now. The failure of the patrol boat to timely carry out tasks assigned
because of defects is keenly felt.

I have the honour to bé,

Sir, !

amm—

—
N T

Your ahadiéﬁ%néérvant,

! .-'lIIIl -.I II .
Ll

i

Lieutenant HAN
Commanding Officer
Annexes: A, Steaming Details May 1983. |

B. Exercise Details May 1983

RESTRICTED St i
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ANNEX A TO

HMAS ATTACK LETTER 1/16/12
DATED 1JUNS8

STEAMING DETAILS MAY 1983

Distance steamed during period
Hours underway during period

Total distance steamed since first
commissioning.

Total hours underway since first
commissioning.

Occasions for exceeding economical speedt

Date Period Speed
Nil
RESTRICTED

F;“!EE?‘?rﬁi\.;lf gIEF

2272
172

339806

26418

Reason
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ANNEX B TO

eV HMAS ATTACK LETTER 1/16/12
| | DATED 1JUN83

EXERCISE DETAILS MAY 1983

EXERCTSE NUMBER
SHORT TITLE

SEAMANSHIP and GENERAL EVOLUTIONS

10 OOW ENG. BREAKDOWN
12 MOBEX

NN STREAM LARNE TARGET
GUNNERY -

20 SMALL ARMS SHOOT
NAVIGATION

21 BLIND PILOTAGE

2% X0 CON SHIP

NN FORMATION DEPARTURE
COMMUNICATIONS

NN - EMERGENCY DESTRUCTION
NBCD Ty

30 MINOR DCX

DAILY HARBOUR -

NN EMERGENCY PARTY

RESTRICTED

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

NO. CGMPLETEné:Pf;;EE/

DURATION

hour
hour

Lo
R YR

14

-t AN

20

= ——————

REMARKS

6, 20
g
B

g |

1,246,517,
18,20,21,
25,26'29
b, 21

18 ARDENT
I/C

2 thru 16
20, 29
thru 31
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

Tei=phone 358 8711
Exterson 3113

OFFICE OF THE

FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING
MM AUSTRALIAN FLEET
GARDEN ISLAND NSW 2000

s W 21 JUL 1983

The Chief of Naval Staff

o | |
Department of Defence (Navy Office) 1
CANBERRA ACT 2600 i 3 3228

HMAS ATTACK - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - JUNE 1983

Forwarded.

O

(R. H. OLD)
Commander RAN

me for Fleet Commander

Enclosure: | 1. HMAS ATTACK Report of Proceedings for
June 1985.

| ICTED
Y‘P.{; = UNCLASSIFIED COVERING ﬁ%%:}l;ﬁ
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY ,*"D

TELCPHONE:

HMAS ATTACK
IN REPLY QUOTE 1/16/12 at PORT MELBOURNE

1 July 1983

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

For Information:

The Naval Officer Commanding Victoria Area

The Commanding Officer, HMAS CERBERUS

The Commander, Australian Mine Warfare and Patrol Boat Forces
The Naval Officer Commanding Tasmania Area

HMAS ATTACK - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS -
JUNE 1983

Sir,

1. I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMA Ship ATTACK
under my command for the month of Ju-» 1983, All times are zone KILO

(=10).

- Highlights of itune period included participation in Bass Strait
Ull llg wuivéasiance (BSORS) until Wednesday 15, a patrol to southern Tas-
manian waters, and, commencing Friday 24, Intermediate Docking (ID) pre-
paration in the Melbourne area.

3 At the beginning of the period, the patrol boat was berthed
alongside HMAS CERBERUS during a BSORS off-task phase., On Wednesday 1,
URDEF 45/85, a defect on the port main engine, was rectified. Lines

were cast off at 0825 the next morning, and, following an uneventful pass-
age to Area Bass HMAS BOMBARD was relieved as the on=-task Surface Response
Vessel (SRV) at 1800,

4. In calm weather, with no shipping intrusions, the ship remained
in the area until relieved by BOMBARD at 2100 on Monday 6. Whilst on
passage to Melbourne the weather steadily worsened, and after passaging
through the Rip at 0600 Tuesday/, heavy seas made for a very rough journey
up Port Phillip Bay. Thankfully, at 1030, ATTACK berthed portside to
Number 12 North Wharf, Port Melbourne.

Se Whilst alongside during this off-task period, I held an informal
luncheon on Wednesday 8. This was attended by some members of the
General Overseers Surveyors and Inspectors staff in Victoria (GOSIVIC).
Officers from this body will be connected with the ship's I.D. . Weather
conditions mmained so poor in Bass Strait that ATTACK was unable to sail
for SRV duties on Monday 13. The patrol boat dressed ship with mast-
head flags only that day as a mark of respect for Her Majesty the Queen's
birthday., Gale warnings continued to remain current during the follow-
ing days of programmed on-task time.

,Jiri?jnx_il +ee/6s Having sheltered

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1072906
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6. Having sheltered alongside Melbourne until Wednesday 15, lines
were cast off at 0755 for the short passage to Westernport. BOMBARD,

sheltering at EDEN, assumed SRV duties that morning. In confused seas,
the patrol boat berthed at CERBERUS Wharf at 1315 that afternoon. Pre-

parations and storing ship for the patrol to Tasmanian waters occupied
working hours of Thursday 16.

Te In fine weather lines were cast off at 0805 Friday 17 and course
was set for Tasmanian waters. Enroute gunnery firing exercises were con-
ducted in Area R325. After an uneventful passage down the east coast of
Tasmania, on Saturday 18, opportunity was taken to conduct pilotage train-
ing in Storm Bay. At 1055 the patrol boat came to anchor at Port Arthur,
252 Dead Island Jetty 4.7 cables, remaining there overnight. A similar
format was followed on Sunday 19 with ATTACK anchoring on completion in

Little Oyster Bay, 012 Kettering Point 1 cable, remaining overnight once-
more.

8. After weighing anchor at dawn on Monday 20 and transitting the
Derwent River the ship berthed at 0800, starboard side to Macquarie Street
Wharf Hobart. ©Upon fuelling and in cold, frosty weather berth was
shifted to Elizabeth Street Wharf at 0945. I called on the Acting Naval

Officer Commanding Tasmania Area, Lieutenant Commander N.V. AUSTIN, RAN
later that morning.

9. In addition to enjoying the traditional hospitality of Hobart the
Ship's Company played golf against an HMAS HUON team on Tuesday 21, enjoy-
ing a most creditable victory. After sailing to continue the patrol at
0800 the next morning the weather slowly worsened, and with gale warnings
current, the ship diverted to Westernport arriving alongside CERBERUS at
1340 Thursday 23. ATTACK appeared to be the only vessel at sea during
the whole patrol = not one ship was sighted whilst at sea!l

10, Intermediate Docking preparations commenced in earnest on Friday
24 A pre-refit conference was held on Monday 27 at which representatives
from all parties were present. The Ship's Company was briefed on security
matters and fire-fighting arrangements whilst in dockyard hands, the next
day. With ATTACK scheduled to slip at Williamstown Workshops and Slipway
on Monday July 4, all necessary de-storing was completed by the afternoon
of Wednesday 29.

)i Lines were cast off at 0830 Thursday 30 for the passage to
Melbourne. In overcast, cold conditions ATTACK berthed at Inner East

Station Pier at 1400 remaining alongside there at the end of the month.
Following planned de-ammunitioning on Friday 1 July, it is intended to
berth at the Dockyard Wharf in Williamstown prior to slipping.

12, At the end of the period URDEF 37/85, the Mathway Lightweight

Steering Box, remains outstanding. This should be rectified during the
Intermediate Docking.

eee/13. The health, welfare

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1072906
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been very good throughout the period.

RESERIGTED

-3

should improve with planned time alongside.
no significant defects during June.

Annexesi

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

A.
B.

Steaming Details
Exercises Conducted

The health, welfare, morale and conduct of the Ship's Company has
The physical state of the ship
It was refreshing to suffer

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

(J.W. PURNELL-WEBB)
Lieutenant, RAN
Commanding Officer

RCDIGT1072906
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RESIRIG -

STEAMING DETAILS

Distance steamed during June
Hours underway during June

Total distance steamed since first
commissioning

Total hours underway since first
commissioning

Occasions for exceeding economical speed

RESTRIETED

ANNEX A TO

DATED 1 JULY 198

1,354
114

341,160

26,4532

Nil

HMAS ATTACK LETTER 1/16/12
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Exercise
No.

NN
10

| Gunnery
| 17
18

19
20

Navigation
21

23
NN

NBCD

| 29
NN

Daily Harbour
NN

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RESIRICTED

ANNEX B TO

HMAS ATTACK LETTER 1/16/2
DATED 1 JULY 198

EXERCISES CONDUCTED

Short Title

Seamanship & General Evolutions

Lower/Raise Boat
OOW Evo B/D

AAGDX

SUFX

AAROFX

Small Arms Shoot

Blind Pilotage

X0 Con Ship
Senior Sailors' Pilotage
Training

Major DCX
Continuation Training

Emergency Party

No. Completed
Duration

1 x 1 hour

15 (6 hrs,)

RESERIGTCD

Date/Remarks

3y 18, 19, 23
3

17
17
17
17

2y Ty 15, 17,
18, 19, 20, 23,

24, 30.
17, 30

18, 19.

14
28

1, 7 thru 16,
20, 21,
23 thru 30

RCDIGT1072906
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

GKW
L
Te'sphone™ 359 9111 OFFICE CF THF
Exrersion 3113 FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING

HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET
GARDEN ISLAND NSW 2000

4fF 1/16/12(83)
48 UG 1985

The Chief of Naval Staff
Department of Defence (Navy Office)
CANBERRA  ACT 2600

HMAS ATTACK - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS JULY 1985

Forwarded.

RO

(R.H. OLD)
Commander, RAN
for Fleet Commander

Enclosure: 1. HMAS ATTACK Report of Proceedings for July
1983

uNcLASSIFIED covERING RREESTER ICTED
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

TELEPHONE:

IN REPLY QUOTE HMAS ATTACK
At WEITERITPORT

1 August 1985
The Flag Officer Commanding HIN Australian Fleet

For Informations

The Naval Officer Commanding VICTORIA AREA
The Commanding Officer HMAS CLERDERUS
The Commander Australian Mine Warfare and Patrol Boat Forces

HIMAS ATTACK - REPORT OF PROCHEDINGS

JULY 1963
Sir,
1e I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMA Ship ATTACK

under my command for the month of July 1983. All times are zone KILO (=10).

24 Highlights of the month included an Intermediate Docking (ID) by
the Port of lelbourne Authority and return to HMAS CEREBERUS.

5e At the commenccement of the month AITACK was berthed alongside Station
Pier, preparing for the Ship's INTERMEDIATE DOCKING (DEF NAV G&NBERHA.BHH/GJA/Iﬁﬂ
1705007 AR83) to be conducted by the Port of lMelbourne Authority (PMA).

b At 0755 Friday 01, ATTACK cast-off and proceeded to Point wWilson.

ot L TR

Upon arrival.at.0932 de-smuunitioning commenced.

Se Upon completion of de~ammunitioning, ATTACK departed Point Wilson

oW g

AITACK secured port side to the FIIA Wharf{ at 1220 at which time the Ship was
| placed out of routine.

6. ATTACK was slipped ap_gggj Hpngy 04 and remained there until

! unslipping at 1300 Monday 18, during which time all planned work was success—
J fully carried oute An excellent working relationship was established with

1 the PMA personnel which made lor a trouble-lree docking period.

Mo Acting upon a directive from the Commanding Officer HMAS CERBERUS
(CAFIAIN MoB. RAYMENT i, RAL), I assumed command of HMAS BAYONET at 0600

? Monday 18 July and using HUAS ATTACK's crew sailed in support of MARSAR 83/519.
| (LMAS BAYONWI's ROP refers)e Command of HMAS BAYONET was relinquished
Tuegday 19 July at 0800,

/8« The Ship cast=-
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8. The Ship cast=off from the PMA vharf and proceeded %
: ’ & ) a v Ox e o Pﬂi nt il
at 0850 Thursday 21, to ammunition. e

e Y e e e AT UL During the passage, steering gear trials
were carried out to the satisraction of both Dockyard and ATTACK personnel.

Do AITACK berthed sturboard side te Pt

Wilgon whaws{ 4hd samyanoed

T e —" BT e Y i el s T ok s
I

muni tiﬂni% a-b 1‘196 . UHD‘II cDmP.‘llE} t;&qn :‘E}""l'é ‘_::‘l-l,liﬁ E:“ _:--'-' ;'-G'-Tti;;ﬁa_ " .-a-.. _._h *._-: :E 3 o
TN e Iu--s.-.m-_w::f:tu. S ¢ i et e R e T T I R R e el et ...-':J'_E - Bcind &, ) E**‘ 1 = qqurﬂe
for Station Pier, Port lielbourne. =i BIG Su8EER & CQUrSS

=
R S R R e | T e e

104 Ahe Ship bertuned port side to Station Pier at 1420 and remgined at

j this berth overnight. The following morning at G7h8 Priday 29, ALFACK caste
off and proceeded to sea. Upon clearing Melbourne Channel, ATTACK joined
HMAS STUART at her request and carried out a serieg of radar calibration triala
with ATTACK acting as the target vessel. Trials were carried out until 0930
then course was shaped to transit South Channel and Port Philip Bay Rip.

11 After clearing the Rip in calm weather, the Ship steamed towards

w§st¢;npurt Bay. After an uneventful passage, ATTACK arrived alongside HMAS
LEBEHUS Wharl where the Ship remained until the end of the month.

12 URDEFS 37/85 Mathway Lightweight Steering Box, 46/85 Open Bridge
Bloetube Control and 47/85 Anchor Winch liotor were reciified during the month.
The Ship has no URDEFS outstanding.

15 The health, welfare, morale and conduct of the Ship's Company has
been very good throughout the period. The physical state of the Ship is
extremely high due to the planned time alongside beinz used effectively.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

\ (J+W. PURNELL-WEBB)
Lieutenant, RAN
Commanding Officer

Annexes: A. Ship's Activity Summary.

B. Exercise Details. W WY
S
2
g -
STRICTED
RESTH
|
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1072906



RESTRICTED

—_— RESTRICTED e
| ' ANNEX A TO

HMAS ATTACK LETTER 1/16/12
DATED O1AUG82

SHIP'S ACTIVIY

Maintenance

1e a. Intermediate Docking 18 Days
Work-Up

e Nil

DEeratiunal

Je Qe In Harbour:
(1) AP 10 Days
De At Seal
(1) Single Service Exercise 1 Hour

(2) Independent Passage . 14 Hours

Steaming FPigures

4e a. Distance steamed during the period 182
i b, Hours underway during the period 1S Hours
; ¢. Distance steamed since Commissioning 3414 342
! d, FHours underway since Commissioning 26,547 Hours

Occasions for Exceeding Bconomical Sgeed
56 Date Period Speed Reason

21JUL 10 Mins 19 Knots  Steering gear trials.

RESLakelED

L 1 r b
g i [ o
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ANNEX B TQ
HMAS ATTACK LETTER 1/16/12

DATED O1AUG83

LXURCISE DETATLS JULY 198

Exercise Number Short Title No. Gompleted ~ Date
Duration =

Seamanship and General Evolutions

NN Steering Gear Trials 1x10 Mins 21

Daily Harbour
NN Emergency Party 31 1 thru 31

RESTRICTED . oA

RESTRICTED
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

Te sphorne 358 8911

OFFICE OF THE
Exrerson 3113

FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

GARDEN ISLAND ANSW 2000

ar 1/16/12(83) 26 SE?‘ISBB

= e !"E]'-:Cl-:':: - :--_"*_'."-__.~ x
INFOR, 1ATHN E "
; CONTROL cENTRE

The Chief of Naval Staff

: Follo o

Department of Defence (Navy Office) b hhjm"-f:;,ffff

CANBERRA ACT 2600 ”"“---—-—-v-‘;: N
ng 283

HMAS ATTACK - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS AUGUST 1983

Forwarded.

ol

(R.H. OLD)
Commander, RAN

for Fleet Commander

Enclosure: 1. HMAS ATTACK Report of Proceedings
for August 1983

BAO-N (A) unerLassTFTED coverng e arRIC T E D
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

TELEPHONE ;
' ]
IN REPLY QUOTE  1/16/12 MMAS ATTACK
At Sea
p 1 September, 1983
The Flag Officer Commanding, &

HER MAJESTY 'S AUSTRALIAN FLEXET

For Information

The Nagval Officer Commanding, VICTCHIA ARFA

The Commanding Officer, HMAS CERBERUS

The Commander Australian Mine VWarfare and Patrol Boat Forces
. The Naval Officer Commanding, TASMANIA AREA

HMAS ATTACK REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
AUGUST 1983

o
Sir,

1 I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMA Ship ATTACK

under my command for the month of August 1983, All times are =zone
KILO (-10)

25 Highlights of the period included rarticipation in exercise

Night Falcon until Sunday T, Bass Strait oil rig surveillance (BSORS)
o wntil Baturday 13, and following passage to the Bast Australis Fyercise
Area a busy time invn1VPd in the Fleet Concentration Period (FCE) 83-2,
A task element exercise, Hallmark Two, in the last days of the month
completed a series of intensive in-company activities.

Be At the beginming of August, the Fatrol Boat was bertked alongside
Hins CENBERUS Wharf, having completed an intermediate docking in July.
Lines were cast off at 0900 lMonday 1 for the short passage to Ielbmurne and
the Ship berthed at Dock Pier Kast W/illiamstown ﬂIa.va.l Pockvard at 1450
! that afternoon. En-route a defect in the slarboard engine thermaﬂ at
resulted in URDEF 49/85 being raised. |

4 Briefings for exercise Night Falcon were held on Tuesdey 2 with
members of a Special Air Services Regiment (SiSR) detachment. = Dluring the
evening of Vednesday 3 practice boat launchings wer conducted, and, on

completion, two collapsible Zodiacs weng embarked, The Patrol Boat
\ dregsed ship with masthead flags only on\Thursday 4 in honour of HM the
Queen lother's birthday, \\

I\
NI

E /5% Prior to

Elh..:.ftﬂg " R f:: .
HbrﬂiJLTLh TN

D?E.
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mgnt Joined for the passage to the landing point in Lastern Tasmania.

With following seas the trapsit 0f Basg Strait was made, and,-after'heaving
Lo close to the shore in great Uyster Bay on the evening of Satﬁrday & the
detachment was successfully infiltrated. |

F e

0, The overnight iraneit to Devonpert was hpmperad by uvawy Hisn ssas
and it was a ve Y _weary Shi 'S 'I HEI" hed tﬂti {1""." nort-
side to Number 3 wharf at 1340 Sunday . weather canditions remained so
poor that sailing for BSCRS duties was not ppssible on Monday 8,  {URDEF
49/85 was rectified whilst & ongside awaiting the weather to break. After
moderaztion on Thursd: . Lines we ) o1t @ fi'l'i;. h_?ff;'hﬂur_

! Passage to area Bass. With no shipping intrusions the ship remained on
task until relieved by FiAS WOLLCNGONG at 1800 Friday 12.

Te In surprisingly calm seas ATTACK wade an uneventful passage to
vesternport berthing at CLEBHERUS Wharf at 080 saturday 13. On arrival

IH /85, the anchor winch, wes raised. Storing .0r the borthern
Ceployment ocecupied most of the short period alongsiog and lines were cast
off once more at 1100 the next morning for agsage to Jervis Bay. Mo
'ishing vessels were de ¢ | he shlp came to anchor
in Yontague Roads at 1910 londay 15, 328 Point Perpendicular Iigﬁ% 3,2 miles,
in order o gshelter [rom BiNE SRES..

L ab the Marine Section Whairf, HMAS ULL, was
advanced to 09 iext merning to allow for rectification attempts on
the anchor winch defect ralsed eariier. This was to prove ungliccessful.
I called on the Commending Uifficer, Hi-AS CRESWELL, Captain P.A. ROSS, RAN,

¢ at 1000 that morning. Members of the Ship's Conpany sttended a most

: worthwhile fire ground training session on Wednesday. 17.

s With ship's staff unable to repair the wineh defect the decision
Le arrive early in oydney was made. After casting off from CRESWELL at
QBO0 Thursds, ) -

e Lo HIAS
that afterncon.

o ]
bt = L3 dadei

10. The patrol béat ammunitioned at 8 norning

veturnins Q110 e wATEFTL ot OBAS, At DOAS . = o gault of an incident

which occurred at CRESWILL, HMAS Attack punisbment warrant 1/8% for

ABQING Wl.E. SMITH R11820% was read to the ssseibled Ship's Company. At
1100 1 called on you, Sir, at Pleet Headquarters. Later in the day, with
Bage Ltaff assistance, the defect on the anchor windlass was rectified, and
ATTACY had no operational defects at the commencement of the FCP, A quiet
weekend was enjoyed by the Ship's Company in Sydney, the first Northern
port vigited in nearly twelve months. | ‘

— [ === dh

| n In company with Hili Ships IBIS, CURLEY, VOLLONGONG, ADVANCE and
BAYOURT the shipy proceeded out of § dney at 1100 lMonday 22 to commence
-participation in the ¥CI. After clearing the Heads Ufficer-of-the-watch
(O0% ) manoeuvres were conducted. 8 Ehege commenced a defect in the
Type ©96 UK developed, resuliing in Uﬁiﬁﬁ'55/55. Vhilst other ships
recelved station changes by voice, ATTACK\successfully utilized flashing
Ligdht, In the afterncon, upon being detashed, a major dawage control
gxerciee was conducted. Finor Fleet unitsxrendezvauseﬁ south of Jervis
Bay and the evening was devoted to a night encounter exevcise with a number
of FPleet units. On completion of a successful engagement ATTACK joined
¢ its bigger sisters for z night steam in company.

;:('132__. At 0330

1 -~ RESTRICTED ..

|
[
i
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r 125 At 0550 Tuesday 23 the patrol buat Was detdchad and shurtly after

- entered JerVis Pay. A& GUP target was embarked at 0600 and course wag seb

for a rendezvous with HMA Ships TCORRENS and SWAN, ‘Daylight hours were
utilized by these ships, and later HMAS BRISBANII, for gurinery. shoots and
tracking serialsg, The target was transferred ta a LHESHLLL bnat iﬁ fadlng
light fallawinw*whlch the patrol boat cameto an |
Parllng Roads. ' This wag the first time A Ui has tﬂwed a GRP target tor ||
e o) Fleet Euppﬂrt purposes - the ligh‘bwgigh'h ‘tﬂw rode well in ﬂﬂ.i'fff Eﬁﬁﬁi’ﬂiﬂﬂ! ah
! speeds of up to 16 knots. Whilst at anchor a loan UHF get was received
it from WATERHEN . | et

1% Anchor was weighed at 3 Vednesda;
WOLLONGONG was taken in tow. Gear hav ng’ .
was shaped for a rendezvous with HMAS HOBART and pﬁrtlclpatlnn in an air
defence exercise. LIBUTENANT OOFTLNOLn J oo WORSTENGSCROFT, RAN the Base
Engineer HMNAS WATHERHEN, joined ATTACK prior to Halli‘nEr and under his
direction a damage control exercise wag held whilst awalting aer1ml gtart.
Ag luck would have it poor communicetiéng again hampered partlclpaflnn -
however two mirage aircraft managed to fly atrike prufllea asg requpsteu.

144 After bein: detached ATTACK rejoined the other small boats in
Jervis Bay for weplenishment approaches and a heaving line transfer. At
1645, as CCS Orange Forece, with ADVANCE in company, course was, shaped to
the South of Warden Head and an infiltraztion exercise against WOLLONCGONG
(0CS Blue) and BAYONET, ﬂeterlmlatlng weather conditions made an intended
anchorage impossible so ADVANCH s despatched to the East ﬁf‘?ﬂﬁﬁ"w1th
¢ instructions to cross the Blue tat+c1 line to seawards of wardeﬂ Hepod .

Taking advantape of a friendly North bound merchantman as covery ATTACK

crossed into 'enemy' territory at 2245 ADVANGE, further to gea, crossed
hhe line ahurtly after cementing an Orange v1ctnry. In heaﬂy raln the

.

1% ATTACE remained at anchor on Thursday 25 except for a short period
alongside the CRESWELL wharf when she fuelled and watered. BAYONETD con-
ducted first aid and boarding party exercises on ATTACK during the day.

'ne asgistance provided during the first evolution was pdrtlcularly'pra159—
worthy. The forenoon of Friday 26, in company with the other minor Fleet
units, wag devoted to a disaster relief exercise ashore at the Jervis Bay
fire ground. IBUTENANT COIMMANDE STENCHCFT Ieft the ship at the start
of the days serials. Unfortunately, poor weather precluded participation
in & mini-war held that evening and the smaller ships rode out’ gale |
conditions at anchor in the bay. |

16, WITACK weished anchor at 1000 Saturday 27 and in cnmpany w1th the

otlhier patro 0ats conducten mdnpe_?res inside ervls Bay., Gﬁ anmpletlwr

tue four patrol boats proceeded alongqlde 145 SUPPLY, ‘which was a. anchor

in Montague Roads,for a token refuelling, 'he ship cast off from SUPPLY

a2t 1410 and anchored in F2 anuharage s artly af*cr. 1. repalred onboard the

. Flagship at 15350 to altend a Gnmm.ndlng Of ficer's meeting held by You, Sir,

ﬁ . and membersg of your staffl. in the meantime ATTACK weished anchox” and pro-
ceeded to secure starboard side to HU XL whlch wasg at anchor in the bay.
This was in preparation for the Kward xercise held that
evening.

'1

17, This gerial commenced at 1700 and wasg conducted in acccrdancﬂ with
COMAUSHFLT Operation Instruction 9/83. wheh, all divers were clear of the

| ¢ water at 2330 ATTACK cagt off from HQH&H&EHH* came to anchor in F2 oncemore
at 2399, remaining there overnight. -

i

RESTRICTED _ il

RESTRICTED Al ERETES e
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! hhdihduuﬂﬁﬂmﬁ __ A |
_ﬁfﬁ 18. The forenoon of the next day was devoted +to a variety af COW
R drills for the benefit of trainces. At 1200, in gonpany with. the othex |
i small ships course was shaped for Rehtriqted Area 451 &nﬂ tha sbhﬁﬂulgd
A 'Hulkex' Gunnery Shoot. In fiqa, caLﬁ ﬂanﬂitiﬁnﬂ ‘the shoot gﬁmmanuéd at

Sy 1500 however after only one round had been fired an intermittent fault in
e the ghip's 40/60 recurred. Disappuintment was bigh as the ship's 'firing
ran was aborted. Subsequently, URDEF %4/b5 wasg Ialnedi At 1530 with all
ships stopped in the water, an mmpxesaive serial bmmbingidlsplay on the
hulk by 4 ¥111 agircraft was witnessed. Prior to entering Jervig Bay an

educational set of 0O0W manoeuvres were conducted under S control, with

the emphasis on Divisional manoeuvres. — ATTACK came to ancho . staing

Point 7.8 cables at 1800s | | £

19. In company with the other smaller units ATTACK cornducted a night

gteam in company sailing at 2100. All ships rendezvoused off Sydney at

054% the next mmrnlng and aivisional OUW Manceuvres were held prlnl tm the
° 'leet en try. ' gecured Etarbﬂd.ld side 10 H’LJ. ber - | |

20 "The period alongside was taken up with storing ship and fuelling
in preparation for Ixercise Hallmark ™wo. 4s USte y EXCEe assls tance

wags received from Bage gtaff and the defect on the 40/&0 was made £ood
subject to a successful gun functioning triwl.

21 ercise H llmark THG*W@E conducted in Broken Ba; d_approaches

' ' ¥ Tolitls The Cn::mmandar, ﬁﬁwtrﬁta_hyhlne Warfaxre
and Fatrol Boa Fercea vas deslgna ed at Gfu 628.4, end particlp@tlnt units
in addition to ATTACK included IEIS, CURLE 3 WGLLDEGCHG, A“VALUF and BAYONET .
Following a formation n9p¢rture_fr;m S ‘
intengive manceuvres was conducted, including a mivefield transit, Divisional
O0CW manceuvres and competitive man overboards, following an aborted surface
sunnery shoot, ships entered “rﬂken Bay in formation with ATTACK anchoring
029 Challenger Yoint Light 4.5 cab ch: eye of
LIBUTENANT COMIAD ois WURSTHNORCEFT HAN, an had Jjoined the shlp prior

to sailing from Sydney, the day concluded with ah inter-ship quiz in which
the patrol boat was placed a creditable gecond, '

illr'_lt i!-

22 On Wednesday 51 exercises LDﬂtlHuEd at the same pace as the previous
day with more in-company; manceuvres incluting QCW drille, heaving line
transfers, and & tow in which ATTACK again towed WOLLONGONG. & LILUTHERNANT
COMMANDER WOMS LMNCHUI: 18 fle SOL1D ear - e | Tﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁl

¥.C. STEPHEN, RAN, CTG 6268.4, with some members of hig staff wvisited the
patrol boat brlwfly during the course of the day's serials

L 25 ATTACK, with ADVANCE and BAYONET in companyy . clenl-:}ye'&,p 4. Gra,nge

: Force, for a night encounter exercise at 1700 that evening With the' other
uniftes acting a8 defenders of the approach lines to sydney all Ehlps were &*

sea invelved in the exercise atl the pql of the month.

b _

\ C /2400 August 'proved

¥

i o il ==y

p—_—— g~ e
oy
-
-—
e
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| Eﬂ-t " August proved to be a very busy month highlighted in the second
part by a work-up atmogphere which was most beneficial o the ship. .
fﬁcause Gf.ﬁhlﬂ, much ef?ﬂrt will be rsquired by Ship'siGtaff in improving
© 8ppearance of the ship in the weeks remaining hefore AQiniEBdhs e
t Inspection. The health, welfare and meralg of ihe sh}p'ﬁ company pgmﬁips ‘
high ag did the'overall standard of conduct with the exgaptiqn‘gf"ppﬁ %
isolated incident. | re A
I have the honour to be,
T "
Siry
Your obedient Servant,
L
(J.W. PURNELL-WEBR)
Lieutenant IAN
‘ | Jommanding Of ficer
| | ﬂm’w ;
| | Annexes: A, Ship's Activity Summary
| B mxercise Details
f :
'
. |
E-
ey
ol |1 .
0D - k|
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Ltwd Pl M a
| i v L . v ;'ﬂ. L

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1072906



- — _— —

i . . TR ) 5 L Vot L e WL L e i S
;'-1::‘-'" - i ; '
! 4/ a8 il 2 Sp
| R RESTRICTE
| - RESTRICTED
°
: Al*ihﬂ&'{ A TO :
- HMAS ATTACK LETTER 1/16/12
DATED 1 SEP 83
SHIP'S AQTIVITY, SUMMAKY
laintenance p -
s Nil
. in{:'rk-Up
|
» 2e | | Nil
Cperational
1 B > B In Harbour
,(1) Weather bound | - A days 19 hours
. . P g = =4
(2) Port Visgits | 11 days 13 hours
b. At Sea
(1) COperstional Role 2 days 15 hours
(2) BSincle Service Lxercise 10 days 15 hours
B
(3) Joint Exereise 2 days 10 hours
£ 4 Steaming Fisures
ae Distance steamed during August 2691
b. Hours underway ouring August W5
57 Total distance steamed 8ince first | 54
| commigsioned 1 544,555" T
| _
| d, Total hours underway since first |
| COIMLSE10NINgG 26,922 |
e Ucecasions for Bxceeding liconotical Speed
v
Late Ferioa sSpeed Reason
31AUG % hour 20 knfts INFILTHEX
\ (Ex Hallmark Two)
\
l.'.'
T
. ™
| RESTRICTED '“
| . et o LR i Ll .
— s ? J o o {4 :
. = - -
: hd % Lo - 'Iual b S
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ANNEX B TO

rﬂ'rfﬂd-
ooy e

: HVAS ' ATTACK LL“THR 1{16{12
g DATED 1 EP § |
EXERCISTES DETATLS
3 EAKRCISE SHORT TITLE NCs COMFLETEDE  DATE/] RV AN
i NO. U‘Ull'IDI -
“ Seamanship and General
Lvolutions
| S
ll"E ﬁ" r-iII ,_,.r__ u.; 1"6 hDuITE; 26
: 4 o BOARDIX 1 - 25
i . 5 FALIDEX 2 25, 531
Vs SUPKEREX 1 50
9. Leaving SHip/ z LG o
Emergency Stns 'I'.
NN Action Stne 6 "1?"'5' ""?, 20, 3
10 ODw/Mh” Breakdown Drills =8 hours Hig 11, 18, 22,
294
i COV Manceuvres 7 (10 hours) §Eg 2T 809,
504 31
12 MOBEA 2=% hours 12 A0
15 HASAPS - Day 2 = % hours 2 P
L NN RAS (L) LINKUP 1 27
j s Heaving Line TX-Tay 2 = 2 hours 244 31
1955 TCWEL - ITroviding 2 eds 31
N Competitive Drills 2 B 2)
runnery | |
| ilird GDX - ' 24,
| NN AD6 | 1 24 it
18. SUTE 1 28
20, omall Arms Firing 1 11
‘Wavigation |
218 Blind Pilotage \\ 32 (19 hours ) 1,.5, B 4T ekl
| thﬂ 1d, 165 T
.H 22 thru j1m
22 Formation anchorage “i 25 4
253 X0 QO SHIF i 13, 28
TN Formation Departure/intry 3 28429 ¢ 50
| o f
L] .
RESTRICTED .
e — _ a : : N 2 : a E
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Miscellaneous -

THTA INFTLTRIEX B,

184 Commando Support ]

o |

s | )
EXERCISH BHORT TITLE NO, COMPLETED/
NO . | DURATION '
NN Minefisld Transit 1
ASHW
204 AWEEX 1= 6 jiours %
NBCDH
29, Vajor DCX
50, Minor DCX
NN Vire Ground Training 1 x 4 hrs

L ]
Daily Harbour
N tarbour Nmergency

| Exercize

Communications
NN Emergency Destruction 1

L . RESTRIGTED ..

e T -0
T

{ I
il L.
S

o W e

DATE/REMARYS

-

i 39[ f b

45

B2 131
24
17

-
T thu 4, T=10

14 TolsthHrw 21,
29

22320 51

1 thru 6
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

Teephone 355 3911)

Extersinn 5113

AF - 1/16/12

The Chief of Naval Staff

Department of Defence
CANBE ACT 2600

HMAS ATTACK - R

(Navy Office)

PORT OF PROC

Forwarded.

OFFICE OF THF

FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING
MM AUSTRALIAN FLEET
GCARDEN ISLAND NSW 2000

24 OCT 107

EDINGS - SEPTEMBER 1983

ol

(R. H. OLD)
Commander, RAN
for Fleet Commander

Enclosure: 1. HMAS ATTACK Report of Proceedings for
September 1983

UNCLASSIFIE
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

IN REPLY QUOTE  1/16/12 HMAS ATTACK
At Sea

1 October 1983

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

For Information:

The Naval Officer Commanding Victoria Area

The Commanding Officer HMAS CERBERUS

The Commander Australian Mine Warfare and Patrol Boat Forces
The Naval Officer Commanding Tasmania Area EERSREE

- ———
2 i - ——

HMAS ATTACK REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
SEPTEMBER 198

Sir,

1e I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMA Ship ATTACK
under my command for the month of September 1983, All times are zone
kilo (=10), |

2 Highlights of the period included participation in Exercise

Hallmark II until Thursday 1, a visit to Ulladulla on Friday 2, Bass Strait

0il Rig Surveillance (BSORS) until Friday 9, followed by an assisted mainten=-
ance period until Monday 26, In the last days of the month, the Patrol Boat -
was involved in a Fisheries patrol in the Southern waters of Tasmania, thus
completing another busy month,

Je At the beginning of September, ATTACK was involved in a task
element exercise, Hallmark II, Upon completion of a night stationmaster
exercise and Officer-of-the-Watch (OOW) manoeuvres, course was shaped for
Sydney Harbour,

4e All vessels entered Sydney Harbour at 0846 Thursday 1, in formation
one with HMAS WOLLONGONG as guide, Other ships in company included HMA Ships
IBIS, CURLEW, ADVANCE and BAYONET, -

5 At 0933 the Patrol Boat secured starboard side to number 10 Patrol
Boat Berth, HMAS WATERHEN, signifying the completion of Hallmark II, Whilst
I was engaged in the exercise de-=brief, the vessel refuelled in preparation
for the return journey South,

/6. At 1258

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1072906



6o At 1258 the Patrol Boat cast off and proceeded to sea in company
with HMA Ships BAYONET and ADVANCE, Course was shaped to engage HMNZ Ship
CANTERBURY ,who was engaged in her final battle problem. The Ship was
engaged with 40/60mm break up shot at 1530, with the Patrol Boat attaining
a maximum speed of 20 kts.

Te Upon completion of the evolution ADVANCE and BAYONET were detached
and course was shaped for Jervis Bay. ATTACK came to anchor in 38' of water
with 2 shackles on deck, 7.5 cables from Huskisson Wharf, where she remained
overn lght ©

Be Anchor was weighed at 0558 Friday 2, after which ATTACK commenced
a short passage to Ulladulla, securing port side to Ulladulla Breakwater wharf
at 0800, providing the crew with a much earned rest.

Fe After a brief stay, ATTACK cast off and proceeded to sea at 0855,
Saturday 3 for Bass Strait and another period of 0il Rig Surveillance. ATTACK
assumed S.R.V, duties from HMAS LAUNCESTON at 0120 Sunday 4.

10, Upon arrival in the surveillance area weather conditions continued
10 deteriorate and the Ship steamed overnight in the area to be avoided, The -
Patrol Boat hove to in the vicinity of BARRACOUTA 0il Rig and secured to the
buoy at 1205,

11, At 0215, Monday 5, due to deteriorating weather conditions, ATTACK
slipped from BARRACOUTA Buoy and steamed towards Deal Island., After an
extremely rough passage, the Patrol Boat came to anchor at 0842 in the East
Cove of Deal Island in 42' of water.

12, ATTACK remained at this anchorage until 2355 when it was noted that
the Ship was dragging her anchor. In driving rain the anchor was weighed by
deck tackle and at 0036 Tuesday 6, anchorage was shifted to the West Cove,
allowing greater protection from the weather,

13, Due to inclement weather, ATTACK remained at the anchorage until

0414 Friday 9. During this time internal preparation for the forthcoming annual
inspection was carried out and a comprehensive medical lecture was presented to
the Ship's company by the Petty Officer Coxswain.

14, ATTACK finally departed Deal Island at 0450, after weighing by deck
tackle once again, and set course for Westernport Bay. After an uneventful
passage with heavy following seas, the Patrol Boat berthed portside to HMAS

CERBERUS Wharf, thereby completing an extremely industrious and beneficial six
weeks,

15, The Patrol Boat remained alongside until Monday 26, During this time,
an assisted maintenance period (AMP) was carried out from Monday 12 until Friday
23« Due to the inclement weather little work was accomplished on the upper decks
however the interior of the Ship is progressing well, -

16, A Departmental security inapectinnlwaa held on Friday 23, . This
inspection was carried out by Lieutenant R. SMITH, RAN, under the direction of
the Naval Officer Commanding Victoria Area (NOCVIC).,

(17 At 0930
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17 At 0930 Monday 26, ATTACK cast off and proceeded to sea. A
40/60 and .50 cal firing exercise was conducted in R325, commencing at
1505, The shoot, conducted in fine weather conditions, proved successful
and was completed at 1%20,

18. ATTACK commenced a fisheries patrol of Tasmanian coastal waters
and proceeded to Hobart via Banks Strait and no fishing vessels were sighted
for the duration of the passage, which was carried out in surprisingly good
weather conditions.

19. Due to rapidly deteriorating conditions upon rounding Tasman
Island, course was shaped for Frederick Henry Bay, at the Northern edge

of Storm Bay. ATTACK came to anchor in 35' of water in South-East Frederick
Henry Bay at 2015 where the vessel remained overnight on Tuesday 27.

20, Anchor was weighed at 0744 Wednesday 28, and after an uneventful
pilotage up the Derwent River the vessel berthed port side to HMAS HUON
wharf at 0945, On arrival, Mr, Colin Wilson from the Tasmanian Fisheriesg
Protection Board, came on board to discuss the recent movements of the
Foreign Fishing Fleet. I also called upon Mr, Ron Massey, the Senior State
Fisheries Officer, and participated in an informal discussion on fisheries
matters relating to area Golf,

21, After storing and refuelling, ATTACK was ready to sail as
programmed at 1400 the following day. Due to gale force conditions along
the South and East coasts of Tasmania, it was deemed unsuitable for patrol
duties °

226 Weather conditions had abated enough for ATTACK to sail on Friday
50 September, however departure from Hobart was delayed three hours until
1700 while I attended Royal Hobart Hospital for a precautionary medical
examination,

25 The departure from Hobart and transit of Storm Bay was-carried out
in fine weather conditions. However, conditions began to deteriorate during
the late evening and the ship was on passage at the end of the month,

24 URDEFS 57/85, (Starboard Main Engine Governor) 58/85 (Starboard
Main Engine, Starter Motor and 0il leak B7-8 Head) and 59/85 (Metal chips A2
Head and Sump) were rectified during the month, URDEF 56/85 (Capacitor Bank
for anchor winch) remains outstanding with an unknown rectification date.
Great difficulty is being experienced in both anchoring (especially after
heavy weather) and weighing anchor, with the latter evolution being performed
b}r deck tﬂ-ﬂklﬂ-

25, The health, welfare, morale and conduct of the Ship's company has
been very good throughout the period. The external physical state of the
Ship is not as high as anticipated due to a long period of inclement weather,
however it is expected to improve in time for the annual inspection this month,

I have the honour to ba!

R —"
S

Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

f:Zé;é%(l¢iL{‘;

e o
s (J.W. PURNELL-WEBB)
i . 1 F=1) Lieutenant, RAN

Commsndine Officer

_-.'-E L
-
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ANNEX A TO
HMAS ATTACK LETTER 1/16/12
DATED 10CT83
SHIP'S ACTIVITY SUMMARY
Maintenance
1. Nil
Work-Up I
|
2e Nil '
Operational
Je a. In Harbour
(1) Weather Bound 5 Days 10% Hours
(2) Port Visits 2 18
(3) avp 15 B e L
b. At Sea
(1) Operational Role 4 Days 4% Hours
(2) Single Service Exercise 12
(3) Independent Passage 1 7
4- ote Fl e
as Distance steamed during September 1421,0 NM
be Hours underway during September 104 HRS
ce Total distance steamed since first 345,454 NM
commissioning
de Total hours underway since first _ 27,027 HRS
commissioning
De Occasions for Exceeding Economical Speed
Date Period Speed Reason
1 10 mins 20 kts MINI-WAR, attack on

HMNZS CANTERBURY
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Exercise
No,

Seamanship and {ieneral

11
N.N,

Gunnery
18

19

Navigation
21

N,N,

Daily Harbour
NeN,

Miscellaneous

N.N,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

e STEMN
ANNEX B TO
HMAS ATTACK LETTER 1/16/12
DATED 10CT83
EXERCISE DETAILS
Short Title No., Completed/ Date/Remarks
Duration
|
OOW MANS 1 x 2 hours 1 '
Screenplay 1 x 4 hours 1
GDX (B.U.S.) 1 x 10 mins 1
AAROFX 1 x 15 mins 26
Blind Pilotage 5 (2 hours) 1e. 2, 5. 27
Formation Entry 1T x 1 hour 1
Harbour Emergency 2, 9 thru 25,
Exercise )
NEX 1 x 25 hours 1

29
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UNCLASSIFIED covertic HREGHRICTED

SMV ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY
T@me 359-9111 OFFICE OF THE
fesenson. 5113 FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING
HM. AUSTRALIAN FLEET
AF 1/16/12 GARDEN ISLAND N.S.W. 2000
2 2 NOV 1983

The Chief of Naval Staff

Department of Defence (Navy Office)
CANBERRA ACT 2600

HMAS ATTACK - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - OCTOBER 1983

Forwarded. 3

O

(R.H. OLD)
Commander, RAN
for Fleet Commander

Enclosure: 1. HMAS ATTACK Report of Proceedings for
October 1983 (2 sections)

UNCLASSIFIED COVERING RESPRIGTED - ! (7T =
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

TELEPHONE:

IN REPLY QuoTE  1/16/12 HMAS ATTACK
At Sea

1 November 1983

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

For Information:

The Naval Officer Commanding VICTORIA AREA

The Commanding Officer HMAS CERBERUS

The Commander Australian Mine Warfare and Patrol Boat Forces
The Naval Officer Commanding TASMANIA AREA

HMAS ATTACK REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 1-3, 13-31 OCTOBER 1983

Sir,

1e I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMA Ship ATTACK

under my command for the period 1=3 and 13-31 October 1983. Times are as
indicated.

2 Highlights of the period included completion of a fisheries patrol
in areas Foxtrot and Golf, a target tow for West Head Gunnery Range, the
Ship's Annual Inspection and commencement of Bass Strait 0il Rig Surveillance
(BSORS) at the end of the month.

Je At the beginning of the month, ATTACK was at sea engaged in a
fisheries patrol off the East coast of Tasmania and (following an uneventful
passage) returned to HMAS CERBERUS Sunday 2.

4. ATTACK remained alongside HMAS CERBERUS wharf overnight and prepared
for a return to Bass Strait and a period of BSORS. I relinquished command

of ATTACK to LCDR K.A. WINTLE, RAN at 1000K Monday 3, to proceed ashore for
a medical examination.

e Following a successful medical examination, I accepted command of
ATTACK from ICDR K.A. WINTLE, RAN at 1000K Thursday 13 October. At 100CK,
Friday 14 October, the ship proceeded to sea to conduct a target tow in R329
for West Head Gunnery Range. The day proved to be a success with two transits
of the firing area completed in fine weather conditions.

6o ATTACK berthed alongside HMAS CERBERUS wharf at 163%K and prepared
for the forthcoming Annual Inspection. Departmental Inspections commenced

on Monday 17 and continued throughout the week until Friday 21. Although
the written reports are yet to be rec51ved, it was thought that the inspec=-

tions were Batisfactaﬁg a1l .
Jq. ;:'-*1‘ ; :
m?!hwmlﬁ” - fis

ﬁ—-"'"_"'_
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7 sws—"Work continued over the weekend of the 22 and 23 in preparation
for the Ship's General Inspection. On Wednesday 26 I presented the Ship's
Company at Divisions. At 0900K, the Commanding Officer HMAS CERBERUS,
Captain M.B. RAYMENT, AM, RAN, formally inspected the Ship's Company, later
returning at 0940K to complete a final inspection of the Ship.

8. This signified the end of the inspection and the end of many weeks
of hard work by all onboard. A most pleasing enthusiasm was displayed

throughout this period.

9. Clocks were advanced one hour at 0200K Sunday 30 October to Zone
L (=11) - Eastern Australian Summer time.

10, ATTACK cast off and proceeded to sea at 0900L Monday 31 to commence
a BSORS patrol. At 2100L ATTACK assumed SRV (Surface Reaction Vessel)
duties from HMAS FREMANTLE and was on patrol in Area Bass at the end of the
month.

11. URDEFS 60/85 (Capstan shaft bearing and seals) 61/85 (Capstan winch
motor) 62/85 (Starboard main engine governor) and 63/85 (Steering gear) were
rectified during the month. The ship had no outstanding URDEFS at the end
of the month.

12, The health, welfare, morale and conduct of the Ship's Company has
been very good throughout the period. The physical state of the ship is
most satisfactory after the Annual Inspection.

I have the honour to be,
oir,

Your obedient Servant,

';;;%fi;ﬁﬁgfﬁézft L EAAL.
o

(J.W. PURNELL-WEBB)

Lieutenant, RAN

Commanding Officer.

Annexes: A. Ship's Activity Summary 1-3%, 13=-31 October 1983

B. Exercise Details 1=3. 13=31 October 1983

RESTRICTED
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ANNEX A TO
HMAS ATTACK
LETTER 1215(12

DATED 1NOV83

"RESTRICTED

SHIP'S ACTIVITY SUMMARY 1-3, 13-31 OCT 1983

Maintenance

Te Nil.

Wﬂrk4UE
25 Nil.

Operational

e 2. In Harbour
(1) AMP 19 days 9 hours
b . At Sea

(1) Operational Role 1 day 17 hours

Steaming Figures
4. a. Distance steamed during period 545 miles

be Hours underway 40 hours

Occasions for Exceeding Economical Speed

De Nil.
RECTRIPTFE
RESIRIGIED

RESTRICTED
~ b
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ANNEX B TO
HMAS ATTACK
LETTER 1215{12
DATED 1NOV8

RESTRICTED .

EXERCISE DETAILIS 1-3, 13-31 OCT 1983

Exercise No. Short Title No. Cumgletedz Date{ﬂemarks
Duration

Seamanship & General
10, Steering Gear B/D 1 x 10mins 31

Navigation
21 Blind Pilotage 1 x 90mins 61

Daily Harbour

N.N. Harbour Emergency 19 2y 13 thru 30
Exercise

Miscellaneous

N.N. Target Tow 1 x 6% hours

RESTRICTED

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1072906



ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

. TELEPHONE

IN REPLY QUOTE 1/16/12 HMAS CERBERUS
: WESTERNPORT VIC 3920

F“*ESTRIGTED | 1 November 1983

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

For Information:
The Naval Officer Commanding VICTORIA AREA

The Commanding Officer HMAS CERBERUS
The Commander Australian Mine Warfare and Patrol Boat Forces

HMAS ATTACK - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS o=12 OCTOBER 1983

S b

1. I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMAS ATTACK under my
command from Monday 3 October to Thursday 13 October 1983, I was posted in

command during the temporary medical unfitness of the permanent Commanding
Officer, LEUT J.W. PURNELL-WEBB, RAN,

2e The ship was due to commence a BSORS patrol on Tuesday 4 October,
but bad weather kept it alongside HMAS CERBERUS until Thursday 6 October.
It was planned to sail at 1000 but a last minute defect on the governor of

the starboard engine necessitated a changeover from HMAS BAYONET. Lines were
finally cast off at 1645 and the ship proceeded to Area Bass arriving at 0500
Friday 7 October.

3. I then advertised ATTACK's presence by steaming around all the oil
rigs and I spoke to several by radio. I also spoke to some 0il rig tenders
and discovered several ex-RAN officers in their crews. At 1130 ATTACK secured
to BARRACOUTA buoy.

4. A large, steep swell generated by the recent gales was running up to
5 metres from the southwest but with the wind from the south east holding the
ship broadside on to the swell, ATTACK at times rolled up to 35 degrees each

way, making living conditions decidedly uncomfortable. After slippinz the
buoy at 1715 and selecting the most comfortable course the ship steamed through
the night.

Se The weather had abated only marginally by mid-day Saturday 8 October
and it was decided to seek shelter and conserve fuel by anchoring at Refuge
Cove. The ship anchored in 5 fathoms at 1800.

6o After weighing at 1400 Sunday 9 October, course was set for Melbourne
and with an abating and following sea the trip was reasonably pleasant. Passage
through Port Phillip Heads commenced at 2200 and the ship anchored off Williams-

town at 0120 Monday 10 October.

/7.
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C Weighing anchor at 0730 ATTACK proceeded to Station Pier and berthed
astern of HMAS STUART in company with HMAS VAMPIRE. After fuelling, the three
ships cast off at 1000 and proceeded down the bay in formation 1, engaging in
0.0.W. manoeuvres during the passage to the heads. The Rip was cleared by
1430 and the ships carried out 0.0.W. manoeuvres and an A.A. firing. Unfortu-
nately the target was too high and too fast to allow ATTACK to fire. The
PASSEX continued with more manoeuvres, station keeping and RAS approaches until
ATTACK was detached at 1800 Tuesday 11 October within sight of Gabo Island.

The ship reversed course and proceeded to HMAS CERBERUS berthing at 1400 Wednesday
12 October.

Be All machinery functioned well with the only defect of note the ANURC
radio which was repaired onboard.

9. The health, morale and discipline of the Ship's Company was excellent.
I was particularly impressed with the co-operation and teamwork of the crew

and the ability of individuals to handle other sailors' jobs without fuss. All
of the bridge team including the senior sailors acquitted themselves quite well
on TACPRI during manoeuvres.

10. I handed over the command of HMAS ATTACK to LEUT J.W. PURNELL-WEBB,
RAN on Thursday 13 October 1983.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

Y e

(K.A. WINTLE)
Lieutenant Commander, RAN

Annexes: A. Ship's Activity Summary 3-13 October 1983

Ba Exercise Details 3=13 October 1983,
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ANNEX A TO
HMAS ATTACK

RESTRICTED. b s

SHIP'S ACTIVITY SUMMARY 3-13 OCTOBER 1983

Maintenance
1. Nil.
Work=-Up
2e Nil.
Operational
3e a. In Harbour
(1) Weather bound - 3 days 22% hours
(2) Port visit 84 hours
b. At Sea
(1) Operational role 2 days 1% hours

(2) Single Service Exercise 2 days 8 hours

(3) Independent Passage 1 day 7% hours

Steaming Figures

4. a. Distance steamed during period 1392 miles
b. Hours underway 106 hours
Ce Total distance steamed since first commission 347391 miles
d. Total hours steamed since first commission 27173 hours

Occasions for Exceeding Economical Speed
e Nil.
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ANNEX B _TO
HMAS ATTACK

LETTER 121 EZ 12
DATED 1NOV83

RESTRICTED

EXERCISE DETATLS 3=-13 OCTOBER 1983
EXERCISE NO. SHORT TITLE NO. COMPLETED/ DATE/REMARKS

DURATION

Seamanshig & General

11 0.0.W. MANS 4 (6 hours) 10, 11
N.N. NSIC 1 x 72 hours 10, 11
Gu.nneg

19 AAROFX 1 x 25 mins 10

Navigation

21 Blind Pilotage 1 x 2 hours G
N.N. Formation Departure 1 x 30 mins 10
Daily Harbour
N.N. Harbour Emergency 4 59 4y 5y 12
Exercise
neeTRICTEI
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BF ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

Teiephone 358 371} OFFICE OF THF

Exrersicn 37787 £LAG OFFICER COMMANDING
HAM ALSTRALIAN FLEET
GARDEYN ISLAND NSW 2000

aFr1/16/12

Chief of Naval Staff
Department of Defence (Navy Office)
CANBERRA ACT 2600

EDINGS - NOVE

HMAS ATTACK - REPORT OF PROC

Forwarded.

2 The rough weather operations described are being
further investigated.

Aokl

(R. H. OLD)
Commander RAN
for Fleet Commander

Enclosure: 1. HMAS ATTACK Report of Proceedings for
November 1983.
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“ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

IN REPLY QUOTE

TRV BN

! 1 Peegpper 1965

: The Flag Officer Commanding HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

For Information:

The Naval Officer Commanding VICTORIA AREA

The Commanding Officer HMAS CERBERUS

The Commander Australian Mine Warfare and Patrol Boat Forces
The Naval Officer Commanding TASMANIA AREA

HMAS ATTACK REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - NOVEMBER 1983

Sir,

1. I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMA Ship ATTACK
under my command for the month of November 1983, All times are zone

LIMA (=11).

. 2e Highlights of the month included two periods of Bass Strait 0Oil

f Rig Surveillance (BSORS), a fisheries patrol in the King Island area,

: participation in EXERCISE TRANSITEX 84-1, a visit to Geelong and a period
of local operations in Port Phillip Bay, engaged in EXERCISE QCEAN TORMENT
II with members of 2 Commando Company, (2 CDO Company).

Je At the beginning of the month, ATTACK was in Area Bass as the
on-task SRV (Surface Reaction Vessel). Fine weather conditions prevailed
for the first two days of the month however, warning of a rapidly approach-
ing cold front necessitated an early departure from the area at 1400
Thursday 3. The patrol boat encountered gale force westerly winds and
high seas whilst sixty miles east of Refuge Cove. The next five hours
proved to be most uncomfortable.

| 4. ATTACK entered Refuge Cove at sunset with the intention of an-
choring however, the heavy seas encountered en-~route had rendered the
capstan winch motor unserviceable. The only option availaole was to
berth on HMAS AWARE, at anchor in Southern Refuge Cove.  ATTACK berthed
port side to AWARE at 204%. Gale force winds continued throughout the
night with gusts reaching sixty knots. Unfortunately the weight of both

ships on AWARE's cable caused some problems with the anchor dragging.

e aan o

Ehd

15, Due to
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Bis Due to limited sea room in Refuge Covey, ATTACK cast off and _proceed-
ed.to.sea at 0710 Friday 4 hoping to make the ahusi aassies va WF*‘!'!" AP Yy
Passage along the eastern side of Wilsons Promentory was accompl }E led

moderate sea conditions, On rounding anth East Rﬂlqt ;ighﬁ ﬁﬁg sea became
extremely confused and built up raplﬁly. 'I'he avg::g.ge; pgi hi;, of sea “and
swell was estimated to be eight to ten met;ea and hﬁ shlp ) mutiﬂn was
acutely uncomfortable,

6 During the passage to Westernpert beth starboard side eight-man
life rafts and stowages came adrift and subsequently required replacement.
The ship rolled up to sixty degrees either side at times and shipped a moder-
ate amount of sea water through the upper vents into the forward part of the
ship. A weary but thankful Ship's Company berthed ATTACK alongside HMAS
_CERBERUS wharf at 1500.

Te The patrol boat remained alongside Westernport until 1326 Sunday

6 November, when ATTACK cast off and proceeded to sea for another period of
BSGRS. The sea in Bass Strait had abated over the weekend and passage to
Wilsons Promontory was conducted in fair weather conditions. OCn rounding
Wilsons Promontory fresh gusty easterly winds necessitated ATTACK proceeding
Jo shelter at Deal Island where she came to anchor in East Coveugt 2252,

B Weather conditions remained unchanged overnight and with the issue
of a gale warning, the decision was made to remain at Deal Island. The
wind backed steadily westerly during Tuesday 8 and ATTACK weighed and pro-

ceeded to West Cove at 1720. With passage of the front, the wind again
reached gale force strength however the ship rode well on her cable.

Je Wednesday 9 found the ship still sheltering from force eight

winds and several trawlers and small boats also sought shelter in East Cove.
10 At 0300 Thursday 10 the fishing vessel ALLIED STAR dragged her
anchor and was in imminent danger of hazarding herself and ATTACK. It was
apparent that no watch was kept onboard the fishing vessel and all available
means were employed to contact the vessels The crew of the fishing vessel
were finally alerted at 0340 and slowly took action to save their ship.

11 Weather conditions had improved sufficiently by late morning on
Thursday 10 and ATTACK weighed and proceeded for Westernport, whilst SRV

| duties were handed over to HMAS WHYALLA sheltering in Eden. The passage
to Westernport was made in moderate seas and the pat:ﬂl_bpat berthed alcng-

side HMAS CERBERUS wharf at last light.

124 Colours were half masted Friday 11 on the occasion of Rememberance
Day. ATTACK remained alongside until 0900 lMonday 14 when the ship cast

off and proceeded for a_figheries patrﬁi in the Klng Island area. Alter a
short passage in rising seas, ATTACK berthed pﬂrt side to Grassy Harbour
wharf and remained overnight.

/13. Once again
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i 5 OUnce again gale force winds developed overnight anad sailing was
delayed. ATTACK cast off from Grassy Harbour wharf at 0730 te vacate

the berth for the vessel M,V, STRAITSMAN,  Apprgval was received fzgm the
port authorities to anchor inside the harbour apnd ATTACK came tg anchor

015" Grassy Island Light 4.5 cables. Gale force winds continued unabated
throughout the day and the ship experienced an upcomfortable ride at anchor
until 1410 when M,V. STRAITSMAN departed and 4T$§GK';%béf§heﬁ at the wharf,

14. Weather conditions had improved by Wednesday 16 and the ship cast
of f and proceeded for Westernport at 1000, Phe passage northwards was
undertaken with a heavy following swell whigh caused the ship to roll
continuously. A roll of seventy degrees was experienced. ATTACK berthed
port side to HMAS CERBERUS wharf at 1800 and remained alongside until Friday
18,

15 All lines were let go at 0830 Friday 18 and ATTACK proceeded to
sea for EXERCISE TRANSITEX 84-1 as part of TU 634.2.2. Poor weather in
eastern Bass Strait prevented the rendezvous with HMA Ships LAUNCESTON and
WHYALLA. ATTACK rendezvoused with HMAS STUART in Murray Pass (Deal Igland)
at 1720, During the passage from Westernport to Deal Island, ATTACK was
under overt aerial surveillance by ROYAL NAVY Sea Harriers or Sea Kings.

164 HMAS STUART and ATTACK formed a SAG (Surface Attack Group), and
steamed in the vicinity of Deal Island during the remaining daylight hours
awaiting an opportunity to attack the ROYAL NAVY task group, commanded by
HMS INVINCIBLE. At 2300 both ships steamed north eastward at high speed
to establish an attacking position, HMAS STUART detached at 0001 Saturday

19.

17 ATTACK approached a group of ships in position 390 08' S, 147“ 10 B a:
0018 and closed to twelve thousand yards. The ships were subseguently
identified as belonging to the ROYAL NAVY Task Group and engaged. After

the engagement ATTACK was illuminated and engaged by a Sea King helicopter
before being ordered to proceed independently by HMAS STUART at 0117.

184 The ship steamed to the south and scuth east at Area Bass for the
remainder of the night before being detached from the exercise. On de-
tachment ATTACK shaped a course for Westernport and following a comfortable
passage berthed port side to HMAS CERBERUS Wharf at 1800 and remained

19. ATTACK let go all lines and proceeded to sea at 1200 Sunday 20
for the short passage to Port Phillip Bay and a visit to Geelong. &
smooth transit of the R%p and South Channel was accomplished and the patrol
boat came to anchor 000~ Portarlington Wharf 4 cabless The ship remained
at anchor overnight and transitted the Geelong Channel, berthing starboard
side to East Cunningham Pier at 0900 Monday 21.

/20, I hosted an

. RESTRICTED
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204 I hosted an informal reception onboard at 1900, which was attended
by several of the local authorities. I also called on the Mayor at Geelong,
His Worship Mr. Ian Inglis, at 1130 Tueaday 22, The shart stay in Geelong
was enjoyed by all onboard,

215 ALTACK cast off and proceeded from Cunningham Pier at 1000
Wednesday 2% and transitted the Geelong Channel, n clearing the channel
course was shaped for Melbourne where the ship berihed starboard side to

~Station Pier at 1230 and remained overnight.

e

F 224 The ship carried out local operations in the form of a gea day on
i Thursday 24 by embarking seven RAN/RAAF flying instructors from RAAF Base

Point Cooks A most enjoyable day was had by all and the ship returned to
Pier at 1400 and remained overnight.

25 Berth wag shifted from Station Pier to Dock Pier West at Williams-
town Naval Dockyard in heavy rain at 1000 Friday 25. Members of 2CDO
Company met the ship in the afternoon and an exercise brief for HXERCISE
OCEAN TOR!NENT IT was held in preparation for the following day. Inflatable
zodlac craft and motors were embarked during the afternoon.

s

24 . Twenty-seven members of 20D0 Company embarked at 0850 Saturday
26 and ATTACK proceeded to sea, in company with an Army safely boat, at
O, The ship steamed to the Portsea area and. came to anchor 000° Porisea
-.Jﬁﬁxxglxuins) at 1205, Practice launchings of the inflatable craft were
carried out during the afternoon to the satisfaction of all concerned.
ATTACK weighed and proceeded at 1650, and transitted the South Channel

before passaging to the Point Wilson area on the western gide of the Bay.

2 All members of the Commando Company were disembarked two miles
east of Foint Wilson at last light for a simulated raid on Avalon Airfield.
ATTACK then steamed to the rendezvous point some four miles further east

.and came to anchor,

26 All inflatable craft were re-embarked at 0515 Sunday 27 and ATTACK
~weighed and proceeded for Williamstown, berthing port side to Dock Pier
West at 0730, On arrival, all craft and associated stores were disembarked
and a past exercise discussion was held. The exercise, which was held

in ideal conditions, was deemed to be quite a success and provided a good

basis for further training,

274 Taking advantage of the ideal weather conditions, six family and
friends of the Ship's Company were embarked for the short passage to
Westernport. The patrol boat cast off and proceeded at 1135 and shaped a
course for the Scuth Channel and Port Phillip Bay Rip. The Rip was cleared

atl slack water and the ship passaged to Westernport and berthed alongside
HMAS CERBERUS Wharf at 1800,

28, ATTACK commenced a_leave and AMP period on Monday 28 and remained °
alongside at the end of the month. The ship also celebrated her sixteenth
anniversary of commissioning.

w

. /29. The following
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29 The following URDEFs were 1 ifi
, 5 ectified during t :
| (Capstan motor) and 65/85 (Liferafts). Bt o. UR?EF ks

30, The health, welfare, morale '

s morale and gonduct 8L the Shipls Vewpany R
been extremely good throughout a very busy and exgeting month. The thﬂggal
state of the ship is quite good considering the ssaunt mf'gxttepely pocr
weather encountered during the period. R

I haye the honour to be,
oir,
Your e¢bedient Servant,

(J.W. PURNELL-WEBB)
Lieutenant, RAN
Commanding Officer

Annexess A, Ship's Activity Summary.

B Exercise Details.

5
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- ANNEX A TO

HMAS ATTACK LETTER 1/16/12
DATED 1DEC83
L

1 'E"H : i |
; e e reer
i
; Ta Maintenance
f Nil,

2o Work Up

Nil,
1

Operational

as 1n Harbour

(1) avp 3 Days 4 Hours
(2) s8swMP 9 Days
(3) Weatherbound 6 Days

(4) Port Visit 3 Days 18 Hours

b, At Sea

(1)  Operational Role 2 Days 23 Hours

(2) Combined Exercise 17 Hours

| (3) Joint Exercise

(ﬂ) Single Service 4 Hours

(5) Independent Passage 3 Days 6 Hours

4 Steaming Figureg
as Distance steamed during period 1518
b. Hours underway 111
Ce Total distance steamed since 348,909
- first commissioning

Total hours underway since 272
first commissioning iptcs
De

Occagions for Exceeding Economical Speed

Date

Period Speed Reason
18N0V 1 Hr 10 Ming 20 Miniwar
- ( TRANSITEX B4-1)

RESTRICTED
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. ANNEX B TO
HMAS ATTACK LETTER 1/ 16{ 12
DATED 1DEC83
EXEROISE DETATLS
Exercise No Short Title ES&—EEEBiEEEQé Date/Remarks
e ¥ ———— i mm.i.ﬁﬁ_.;“_;:..:ﬁ
Tactical
1 | Mini~=-war 1x17 Hours 18/19

Seamanship and General Evolutions

| 12 MOBEX 30 Mins 24
204 EMERGENCY /LEAVING 30 Mins 3
SHIP

Navigation
21 Blind Pilotage 5 (4% hours) 394464510426

NBCD and Damage Control
73 FAIDEX/MINOR DCX 45 Mins 3

Daily Harbour

N.Ne Harbour Emergency 12 Set b 1231517
Exercise 19,22424,25,28.
294350
Miscellaneous
18 | Commando Support 1 (24 hﬂurs) 26/27
RESTRICTED
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

Te'sphore 355 811)

Exiersion 31 1 3

OFFICE OF THE

FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET
GARDEN ISLAND NSW 2000

aF 1/16/12(83) 11 JAL 198,

Chief of Naval Staff

Department of Defence (Navy Office)
CANBERRA ACT 2600

HMAS ATTACK - REPORT OF PROCEE

Forwarded.

/. I"’;-" fh"~~/

AJ. R. LOHD)
Commander RAN

for Fleet Commander

Enclosure: 1. HMAS ATTACK Report of Proceedings for
December 1983.
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

TELEPHONE .

IN REPLY QUOTE  1/16/12 a HMAS ATTACK
at Westernport
1 January 1984

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

: For Information:

The Naval Officer Commanding VICTORIA AREA
The Commanding Officer HMAS CERBERUS
| The Commander Australian Mine Warfare and Patrol Boat Forces

HMAS ATTACK REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS -~ DECEMBER 1983 -
Sir,
1e I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMA Ship ATTACK

under my command for the month of December 1983, All times are zone LIMA (=31)s

2% December proved to be a very quiet month for the ship, highlighted
by a leave and maintenance period until Monday 26 and one period of Bass
Strait Oil Rig Surveillance (BSORS), from 26 to 30 December,

i At the beginning of the month ATTACK was alongside HMAS_CERBERUS
undergoing a leave and maintenance period. Advantage was taken of the time
alongside to paint ship and rectify the shortcomings noted in the ship's
Annual Inspection,

be URDEF 68/85 (40/60 Bofors Motor) and 69/85 (Port Gearbox Micro Switch)
were also rectified during the period in addition to a number of minor defects.

De Upon completion of the maintenance period ATTACK cast off from
CERBERUS wharf and proceeded to sea at 1016, Monday 26, to commence her

final BSORS patrol for 1983. Due to rough seas experienced on leaving Western-
port Bay, the patrol boat returned to HMAS CERBERUS and assumed the duty of
Surface Hesponse Vessel, (SRV), from HMAS FREMANTLE,

6f The following day, Tuesday 27, the ship once again departed HMAS
CERBERUS only to return at 1200, due to very poor weather conditions.

Te The weather had abated sufficiently by the early forenoon of
Wednesday 28, and ATTACK commenced her passage to Area Bass., Conditions steadily
deteriorated throughout the day resulting in the ship seeking shelter on the
wvestern side of Wilson's Promontory, ATTACK came to anchor at 1456, in 38 feet

of water, 020 Oberon Point 1.2 NM, The ship remained at this anchorage over-
night and all the following day.

/8. On Frida, 30
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8. On Friday 30, the patrol boat weighed anchor in fine weather
conditions, at 0810, and shaped course for Area Bass., ATTACK was later
relieved of SRV duties by HMAS LAUNCESTON at 1330 and commenced the return
Journey to Westernport,

9 After a quiet passage the patrol boat came to anchor in 68 feet
of water, 009 Cowes Wharf 1.9 cables. The ship remained at anchor overnight
before berthing alongside HMAS CERBERUS wharf at 0800, Saturday 31.

10, The health,welfare, morale and conduct of the Ship's Company
hag b?an exiremely good throughout the period., The physical state of the
ship is very high as a result of much effort by the Ship's Company and
improved weather conditions whilst alongside.

I have the honour to be,
Sir, “
Yfour obedient Servant,

(JeW. PURNELL-WEBE)
Lieutenant, RAN
COMMANDING OFFICER

Annexes: A« ©Ship's Activity Summery i~ S

B. Exercise Deteils
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CEMBE

Harbour

1. Extended Maintenance

a. Refit NIL

®. 1D NIL
SUB-TOTAL

2. Post Refit/ID trials and worku

Post Refit/ID trials NIL
SUB-TOTAL
5. Operational
a. In Harbour | |
1 AMP 25 10
| 2 SMP - -
; J5) Unscheduled h
g Maintenance - -
; 4) Long Leave & o
| 5) Weatherbound 3 16
: 6) In Port 1 5
| 7) Aid to civil community
| 8) Operational role
| (STALWART, TOBRUK, and |
| LCHs only)
| SUB-TOTAL

b. At Sea

(1) Operational role/
deployment
523 Combined Exercisze

3 Joint Service Exercise

L) Single Service
Exercise

(5) Passage in Company

| |

RESHi EL)
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SHIP ACTIVITY SUMMARY FOR THE MONTH OF

ol TH SNSRI

a.
b. Posgt Rafi+/TD wnwln~ NIL
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HVMAS ATTACK LETTER 1/16/12
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Harbour Sea
Days Hours Days Hours
6) Independent Passage ' 12
7; Aid to Civil Community
8 Ship benefit trials and
trials in support of
DSTO programmes (Marine
Science Force use para
3b(1) . "
TOTAL '| 30 7 17
i o
GRAND TOTAL for month (see Note 3) 31 Days
4. Steaming Figures PR
a. Distance run during the month. 312
b. Hours underway during the month. 24,
¢. Total distance steamed since -
first commissioning. 3&%23—
d. Total hours underway since first
commissioning. 27308
5. QOccasions for exceeding economical speed
Date Period Speed ‘Reason
NIL s
6. General
_ a. Days deployed outside Australia. NIL
b. Days conducting other activities. NIL
Notes:
1. Activities are to be measured to the nearest hour (for
| example, 3 days, 7 hours, 45 minutes is shown as 3 days, 8 hours).
| 2. When two activities are planned concurrently, only the major
activity is shown (for example, during AMP/Leave, only AMP is
‘shown) .
D When in harbour and programmed for workup the period (including
weekends) is to be included under Post Refit/ID Workup - Harbour.
4. Total activity days and hours reported nmust equal the number of
days in the month or reporting period (including allowance for.time
zone change). |
5. Steaming figures are to be repcrted to the nearest mile and hour.
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HMAS ATTACK LETTER 1/16/12

DATED 1JAN8.
EXERCISE DETAILS
Exercise No, Short Title Noo Completed/ * Date/Remarks
Duration
; Navigation
i -
| 21 Blind Pilotage 2 (132 Hours) 28,30
NN Pilotage 1 (45 Mins) 2!

Daily Harbour

| NN Harbour Emergency 26 1 - 26

Exercise
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