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FLAG OFFICER-IN-CFARGE,
EAST AUSTRALIAN AREA.

P
E+MA S COOTAMUNDREA & REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
MAY, 1259.
(The Captain, H.M.AS. COOTAMUND=RA's letter 22/1& dated
lst, June, 1959).
II.
20th June, 195C,
i
|
| N.1/16/3
The Secretsary, 7
DEPARTMENT OF NAVY. "
Forwarded for the conslderation of the Naval
3o08ard., |
= >
- ut.1
'(q'r-'[ﬂl)i-lill#il r
‘REAR ADVIRAL.
} ﬁ.’
| .
' i
’ Vaval Veadquarters, f
Potts Point, Sydney. n
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22/1¢

H.M.A.S. COOTAMUNDRA,

At Sydney.

lst June, 1959,

The Flag Officer-in-Charge,
EAST AUSTRALIA AREA,

IEPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - MAY, 1959,
——— D T BL, 4TO9

Sir,

I have the honour to submit the feport of Proceedings
for H.M.A, Ship under my command for the month of May, 1959,

2 buring the whole of this period, the ship was alongsids
port side to at Cruiser Wharf, Garden Island and only very basic

maintenance was carried out to keep H.M.A.S. COOTAMUNDRA going as
& living and accommodation ship.

S The thip's Company has heen employed preparing H.M.A.S.
FASCOYNE for commissioning and much preparatory work has heen
completed in the Machinery Spaces and on the superstructure of that
ship. This was restricted to work that the Dockyard was unable
(because of higher priorities) - to carry out.

4, The embarkation of Naval Stores has been progressed in
H.M.,A.S, GASCOYNE.

D Health and Worale. 3o0th these aspects remain good and
much hard work has been put into H.,M.A.S. GASCOYNE, £11 leave due
R‘ has been taken. However, the living conditions in H.M.A.S.

\ GASCOYNE - 1n particular the locker situation and the messing
arrangements - have gilven rise to much discussion amongst all
ratings and anxieties and concern of the Ship's Company over these

matters has been difficult to satisfy.

G The cleanliness of H.M.A.S. GASCOYNE, both above and
below decks, 1s another aspect which has caused much concern, but

1 understand that the Dockyard will have the ship well cleaned
before commissioning.
I have the honour to be

sir,

Your Obedient Servant,

(Sgdl)tlllll
Lieutenant Commander (X) R.A.N.

C-A P TA I XN,
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" 22/18 H.M.A.8. COOTAMUNDRA,

at Sydney .
18t ‘.Pnl' 1959,

I have the honmour to submit the Re rt of Proceedinds for
H.d.A., Ship under my command for the month o s 1959.

2 The hciming of the month found the ship in the Lord
i Howe Island Area ope#ating with H.M.A.S. Kimbla,
| 3e At 03 on Tuesday 3rd March, I emtg rtm

11 fathoms with shackles veered in pnaition 319 32'g, 158° 40°E off

Lord Howe Island. Also at anchor nearby were H.M.A.S. ﬂnhh and the -

| motor schooner Argonaut (Registered in Ibbart) making its qmtarly

| visit with stores for the island,

\ ds Having surveyed the northern entrance to tha i:o |
boat, I allowed leave tn both watches from DBOO 1230 -« 1530

| respectively. Normal workins hours were carried u:t by the watch lef%

\ onboard. In addition a cinema of 20 was landed from 2000 = 2359,

a

2

This short spell ashore for hande was very much appreciated as )
;:1. mgnrx and buqhu of Loxd Howe on & fine day are 1dy11u.
or -

| | rltumlm tertained Mr, ¥ Fenton, the !
local N.S..W. sentative onmboard, and obtainmed hie ?
for the yrowud J.um. He stated his plaama at seeing g

|" %
gome of H.M.A. Ships in these waters.

Se At O800K, Wednesday 4th March, I weighed and proceeded im
continuation of the exercises and u etion set course for Sydney, {
umuummmmz.m- 1335K on Friday 6th March. |
Bm-ng passage, I took the ty to exercise my depth
tion a Closing Down and
'l‘ri.a.‘l. end an A.,B.C.D. exercise were held.

and loru-l crews. In

wett -y

i 6. Ilurucﬂu oﬂ‘thlanhtnmwthmm J. \

remained oz:o ty was taken to progress work on |
upper deck an m 's @i Meh was completed after many interruptins
for heavy n.tn latu on 151;11.

Te On Tuesday 10th March, I attended a meeting with -
General Manager Garden Island Doclwm and Deputy General Manager \
Gardemn Islgnd Dockyard togsthor with my First Lieutenant and -
Engineer cer, concerming mmg off of Cootamundra and b
forward of Gascoyne. On !no 1 I vigited the latter ship
end was most rausd h{’ @ state of cleanliness and 3
preservation below decks in the living spaces afi
storerooms, i npnku to my assembled ship's company and broke the news
of the future of these ships. On FPriday 13th I attended a conference
concerning the sed da u for effecting the change over of ships
chaired by your ef 8talX Officer,

8. P 16th laruh I sailed to rendezvous with
r Swan in position 27° 55§ 157° m at on Th 19th. As
1 had time in hand, I anchored in Trial Bay between 06 and 2100K

mmm

i' T . = P ——
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k4 ~7th, March te.-progress-work -on-the-up.er.deek and-to show.a.filu-in

“. iforts On-coumpletion, I.proceeded up the.coast-and -made-my d-pariure
f{ron Cape Byron -ldght for thé rendozsvous af 0930K on Wednesday 10th. At
C545K on Thursday i9th. Harch, H.MA8. 'gmn was sighted fine on the
etarboard bow in position 27 562 8, .256- 498B o oo e

l R ——— . —— S e —————— T p— - o — = e -y - o - g - - B e .

Ue ' There comnenced a frustrating day under adverse weather
conditions. Throughout the day it was oversast, with heavy rain squalls
intermittently reducing visibility to less than one mile. Several attempts
were made at replenishment exercises, the first one of which was hurriedly
broken off as reported in my letter Ho. 18/30 dated 20th. March 1959 with
the attached Form 5232. Immediately after this first exercise, which had
been abandoned after receipt of four Cadets, I cleosed "Swan" again, but as
I did not like the replenischment course the transfer was abandoned.

10, During the forenoon, the four Cadets embarked had the
| ninesweeping gear explained to them, and an "0" Sweep was streamed and
| Weowrend voered in comewhat anconifortable conditions, as practical iﬁa‘hﬂwﬂm.

f

1l. Once again an attempt was made at about 1400 ¥ to effect a
successful transfer of personnele. This time, the replenishment course

. was into wind and sea; and though the ship was pitching about , a much
steadier course could be steered. As the trancfer was about to commence,
USwan"” suffered a total power failure and, hurriedly, the jackstay was
slipped and I hauled #ff. Further attempts to transfer personnel whilst
underway were thereupon abandoned for the day.

12, In the dog watches, 0.0.¥W. manoeuvres and evolutions were
exercised and on completion at 1800K, course was set for lNoreton Daye

13 On Friday 20th. lMarch, in Moreton Bay, which was entered by the
= lorth West Channel, the four Cadets were transferred back to "Swan" by
'L jackstay and further manoceuvres were exercised. The ships entered
‘ Brisbane River at 1145K and I secured at o, 1 lewstead Vharf to embark
fuel, starboard side to.

14, I shifted berth to No. 2 berth, Howard Smith Wharf securing
port side to, securing at 0750E, on Saturday Zlst. larch.

15. An officwat 31 party was held onboard Cootamumndra from

1830 to 2000 on Saturday m' invited by N.0.1,C., attended,

In addition the ship was open to visitors on Sunday 22nd and between 500
| and 1000 civilians came onboard between 1400 and 1700 The wardroon also
| entertained tenm R.A.N.R. 0fficers on Sunday between 1145and 1300.

? 16, On Monday 23rd March, I slipped at O330X and followed Swan out

| of harbour, recovering a lifebuoy which had been accidently slipped in mid
channel from Swan. Doubt was felt onboard as to whether or not this was s
MMnmeMMMEMMMIMMtheﬂ

with on our way south in company with Swane

17« On clearing lioreton Bay by the Horth Eastern Chamnel 1 closed
Swan, and under good conditions, effected a rapid and successful transfer
of 22 Cadets for practical instruction in minesweeping. Having streamed
and recovered an "O" Sweep, to starboard, successfully by 1605K, all
Cadets were again transferred by jackstay back to Swan.

18, The remainder of the passage south was taken up with .

concentrated 0.0,.V. manoeuvers, zig zags throughout the night watches,

21l of which was of inestimable benefit to myself and ny young and

inexperienced watchkeepers. These exercises culminated in a forenoon spent

| in exercising screening diagrams and positioninge. It will be appreciated

* how tiring this was for nyself when it is remembered thatThadfno Battenburg

| 7 Station Pointerynone of my 0.0.W's had ever seen these manoceuvers before,
" and my T.0. had not done any of this work for about eighteen months.This

: concentrated exercise at one gquarterof the distances laid down in the

| relevant tables in A.T.P. 1, the reorientationof screens, exchanging

screening stations, etc., proved to be a nost successful exercise and one

! which refreshed my memory of A/S work very smartly,.
' 19 The two ﬁMﬂ entered Eyﬂniﬂr in company with Cootamundra

k. = i > ==t . MR
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| 20, On completion of the major part of destoring, begun on

| Thursday 26th March, the majority of my Ship's Company proceeded on
long leave. A very successful paying off party was held that evening
which about 40 pguests attended. :

Work is now progressing in completing the destoring of

| Cootamundra and the cleaning out of all @uel tanks., lNormal daily |
maintenance is being progressed on the upper deck and the living spaces,
as far as the small number of hands left on board will allow,

P

32. The health of the Ship's Company remains good, thoygh
one of has been landed with a collapsed intervertibular disc.
Hhﬂatinmmmﬂfthsﬁ;'nﬂm&mtﬂblmdtom
Red Cross.

23. Every opportunity has again been taken to play sport

p's rugby team was much encouraged by a ﬂminc:lng wvin of
:-!1-6 againat H.M.S. Coolzs

24, The morale of the Ship's Company is very good and
offences this month have been of a very minor nature. All men due
| mwm“mﬂ%uﬂ. The retard party will go on
| leave and be back prior to commissioning. All hands are
| looking forward to transferring to the more comfortable and spacious
guarters available in Gascoyne.

25 Despite the cancellation of your inspection and the
imminent decommissioning of Cootamundra it is considered that the
cleanliness of the ship particularly in the living spaces, has been
much improved of late. I have insisted that normal work should
continue until the departure of the leave parties. This directive

~  has been followed and reflects creditably on the perserverance of
my Officers and Ship's Company.

26, I have the honour to be

| Hmt@} R.A.HN.

CAEZAIN,
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| APPENDIX 'A' T0 H.M.A.S, COOTAMUNDRA'S REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
PN (ARCH - 1950 |

L

L
l R A —— w— il A, W - S— e W WA [ R R e 1 il

: A}Hﬂiaﬁnnnu Bteaied during momth : 2347.4
B) Hours -waderway-duriang-month- : 2kG...

¢) Distance run.per ton-of -fuel..:..11.757 - -~. -~

D) Distance.steamed. since- comudssioning i lﬁﬁﬁﬁi}.o
EflHau#ﬂ,ﬁndnnllr-aihnnhanmmiaaiuningu 3138570, -~
F) Date-of commissioning - - .. %..12 Decembary 1951+ -

G) Number of hours steamed in excess of economical speed : 22,

- a : W - - - -y - e e o T - & e N

‘.n.

1) (1) Humhar of hours steamed in execess of economical speed : 1l

(ii) Average speed : 12 knois :

(444) Fuel expended for all purposes pnr hour ¢ 11.8 tons
(iv) Distance run per ton of fuel: 1l.2

(v) To make amended rendesous with H.M,A.8. SWAN

2) (i)- 1l hours -
(ii) 11.7.knots.
(444) . 115 tors.. e et e
<17) 10,8 Iﬂilﬂﬂ |
(To Manoeuvres and Exﬂrﬂiﬂiﬂ with H.M.A.S, SWAN

e ——

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO/72913



APPENDIX 'B' T0 H.M.A.S. COOTAMUNDRA'S REPORT OF
PROCEEDINGS FOR T OF MARCH 1959.

WHALE SIGHTING REPORT

- NIL REPORT =
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- PROCEEDT]

SYDNEY =~ TUESDAY IO MARCH

|
I
|

Wy . ..' . * 4
e —— -—
y -1:.'&5? - .ﬁl’ﬁ .

THE CAPTAIN, H.M.S8. COOK, (Commander Hatfield)

LOED HOWE ISLAND - TUESDAY 3 MARCE . ...

THE ISLAND SUPERINTENDENT (lMr. Norman Fenton)

- .#FFM- II -I I a mh—m B e L b

g —— el
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’ E 2 f E ;}55Q/2&G53'

Office of the
Flag Officer-in-Charge,
East Australian Area,
Wylde Street,

N.1/16/13 POTTS POINT.

16th April, 1959.

The Secretary,
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY.

H.M.A.S5. COOTAMUNDRA -~ REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS -

.

Ref: N.16/11/3 dated 13th April, 1959.

Be pleased to lay before the Naval Board the
attached correspondence, omitted in error from the reference.

(Sgd') " ® B 2 8 " 0 0 8 8 8
for REAR AIMIRAL,
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H.M.A.S. COOTAMUNDRA,
at Sea, |

;h % 0fficer~in~Charge,

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - FEBRUARY,1958.

8ir,

I have the honour to submit the Report of
Proceedings for H.M.A. Ship under my command for the month of

Pebruary, 1959.

2, The ship was secured starboard side to, shead of
H,M.A.S. FREMANTLE nt No.2 berth, Inner Harbour, Poﬂ Adelaide
at the beginning of the month. llannllmim ven during the
weekend, South Australian 'natives' being all weekend leave
from tm of arrival to time of departure,

ml

3. At 0845 IK 2nd February, I sli
proceeded alongside, port si u at m é.a.t.
uom.a. to ark « On completion and i'onml
H.M.A.S, FREMANTLE out of R ot 141# T olurhg_m
uua th l‘ﬂm’y 1 and u ny lrttlr Hﬁ- ' dated 1

R:ﬂ.ﬂrm,p 1959. I mﬂ.d out storeroom rounds m Thursday 5th

4. In view of the altered requirements concerning the
towing of an Army Phillipine Lighter to Melbourne and the
necessity for me to give my neer Officer time, in harbour, -to
carry out essential maintenance onm both fuel feed pumps, I
decided to enter harbour on Friday 6th February on letion of
all exercises lateswThursday « I secured ﬂa:ﬂm gide to
at the C.0.R. wharf at 0700 IK m fuelled ship. On completion, I
ghifted berth to No.13 berth, Inner Harbour, Port Adelaide,
securing starboard side to. ho ship was dressed mmllinhow
of the Accession of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II to the Throne.
"FREVANTLE" secured astern nrna:t 1305 IXK. A muster of the
official stamp account was umlﬂu on this day.

5e H.R.H. Brincess Alice, embarked in M.V. mmm
STAR", was in Port Adelaide mmighiﬁhﬁ“&hm
lommmlmmt -1m was any ceremonial carried out.
I was invited by "FREMANTLE"® atwtmlln nhsm
ving for H.E., the Governor of South Australias
g umuﬂoanmtmn o et g By Bt
7.‘ nluuy nmitl nv uu in the '!m"
o R TR et e b e
mm nspe a .
was thus wmable tf.- nﬂm this reception. mu is a 45 foot
I.E. l;chh tmnxm of the most v& $ hﬁ. and im“:h;‘i:;l
water' yachts I have ever seen. uxury s not eramp e
with which Mr. Wilckens sails his m; as he won the Adelaide -
Port Lineoln race the following we - being firet and fastest -
- under very difficult conditions.

.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1072913



-(2)-

7. Om Mondey 9th, the Mayor (Mr. P.J. Whicker J.P.),
Aldermen and the Councillors of Port Adelaide e a romtmn for
the and Officers of "FREMANTLE® and "COOTAMUNDRA"™ at 1100

IE in- Mayoral Chembers. "FREMANTLE" slipped and proceeded out

of harbour at 1700 IK.

8. On Tuesday 10th, made arrangements with N.0.I.C.

S.A. %0 have the Army Id.@tir stan off by tug at Outer Harbour,
ilippod at 1630 IK and proceeded out of harbour. -

successf secured the m I commenced to tow this

Melbourne is operation hu formed the subjeet of a

report tu you undtr cover of my letter No.18/26 dated 2

lighter to
v te

h Pebruary.

9. As a result of a directive from me, the last of the
written reports om the mustors by the custodians of all the P.L. Lists
in the ship were received by me on Tuesday 10th. Subsequent paper
mﬁmmhmi.i 12‘&&&1314&1: gtill in the course of

preparation.

10. On Wednesday 11th, my Executive and Enginecr Officers
consulted with me in the collation and preparation of the p's
Main Defect List for the fortheoming refit period in Apz .

This list is a formidable and comprehensive one and was, after
consultation with the various Command and Dockyard a.nthoritiu
left with G, M.G.I.D. in final form prior to departure from Bydnoy
on 27th February., In addition, & complete muster of all warrants,
Baggage vouchers etc. was completed on Wednesday 11th. Clocks were
advanced 30 minutes to zone K (+10) at 2345 1K,

11, At OTM K on Thursday 12th, identities were exchanged
with H.M.A.S. VEND 'hound :l."or her w up area off Port
Lincoln in position 30* 8 , 141° 50' E, s newly commissioned
unit of the R.AJ. presented a fine sight in ‘bh early morning sun
on & calm day at five miles.

12. On Friday 13th, I carried out messdeck rounds. Having
arrived at Williamstown at 1250 K, and on letion of fuelling,
I moved to Station Pier, Port Melbourme at 1545 and

overnight leave to all Id'bm- and digtriet 'natives’'.

13. I glipped and procecded at 1030 K on Saturday 14th
and, having cle the B:.I.p at 1400 K, set course for Sydney.
weather was perfeet, sea slight throughout the passage, and a rm
n to Sydney was made passible.

14. On Monday 16th, I carried out Upper Deck rounds. It is
heartbreaking for all on boarﬂ and in particular for the seamen,
to see rust breaking out mwwhm within as short a space of time
as two weeks after proper and thorough treatment. At about 1100 K,
identities were exchanged with H.M.N.Z.S. ROY s H.M,AS,
WARRAMUNGA and H.M.A.S. QUICKMATCH. The ship lntorcd and
secured starboard side to a2t 1555 K, at mum Dol « Audits
for the Ship's Welfare Fund and lardrwn Fund for the :r:loﬂ :
ending 3151: Januvary, 1959, were presented to me for :mm

15. During the period Tuesday 17th and Sunday 22nd, the
ship was alongside Eutmal Dolphins and was available for
minesweeping training and Battle practice tmrget to « In the
m a tow for HM.A.S., VOYAGER and H.M.N.Z. St ROYAL 5! was
cancelled on 19th owing to cyclonic conditions in the
lydmy area. ng to wet weather, little or no work was progressdd
per Deck, maintenance hins continued between decks. In

| dﬂiﬂn of the wires associated with minesweeping were
| renewed by 's gtaff 4 this period. During this period, I
2‘ called info on G.M.G.I.D., !h. R.A.N., "VOYAGER"

and "QUICKMATCH", I also had lunch at the R.A.N. EL. on !
18th to meet the officers and scientists and to discuss the
forthecoming trials with "KIMBLA™.

. - J- — — o - - e — o = —
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16. On Monday 23rd, I slipped at 0900 K, having embarked
the Port Rake Pﬁ. I with a battle ce target to
ares NOVEMBER T in position mt 11 miles to
provide a target for a shoot by "Q « An embarras
moment was experienced when proceeding to sea as I was ro
the Channel off Bradley's Head. The ship failed to answer
t0 starboard helm and even with the use of my g, she continued
te complete a complete eirele to port, with the B.P.T. astern at
short stay. I got the ship and target back under control and
ﬁ-ouad.ml without further incident to sea. Battle practice target
wed at short stay astern and at slow speeds, very much reduces the
ship's manoeuverability. "QUICKMATCH" commenced firing at 1330 X and
completed her shoot at 1400 K. I set course for Sydney and because
of 2 heavy swedl outside the heads, recovered the target under the
lea of North Head snd secured it an'% port side. The ship secured
alongiside Kuttabul Dolphins at 1740 K with the target al ides
All on board considdred this to have been a long day for a 30 mEmute
shoot and I, for one, breathed a sigh of relief on ringing off main

m.t

17. During the period Tuesday 24th to Friday 27th, the ship
was docked in F.D. 3002 to have a comversion made to her Asdie

128 set prior to proceeding for exercises with "KIMBLA". Opportunity
mtak.ndm':lﬁthu riod to attack the upper deck. In tion,
I availed myself of g unexpected perioed in harbour to arrange a
demolition exercise on Tue 24th and an anmmual musketry course on
Thurgday 26th. During the s, I signed your visitor's book and
that of the F.0.,0.A.7,

18. On Tuesday 24th, I attended discussions in the
Hydrographie office at 1400 K concerning the forthcoming survey in
Arnhem lLend. Present were the Hydro R.AN., his assistant,
Colonel Fitzpatriek of the Australian Survey Regiment and two
Army Officers.

19. On return on board at 1630 X Tuesday 24th, a dummy board
for our candidstes for the Higher Rates Training Bm.riu was held
by nyself and my officers. The standard was very low, but not
unexpected, (vide my letter 7/15 dated 12th Pebruary, 1959) and I
felt that there were only five candidates to be 310 to attempt the
proper examination. In the event, only two pass Part 1 of the
examination. I consider the lack of kmowledge of my candidates to
be due to the lack of a properly organised training elass in the
ghip. Since the date of the board to be convened was promulgated,
every attempt was made to the candidates up to a reasonable
standard. This was not success accomplished owing to the lack
of time. This state of affairs will not reocur again as I have
instructed my Executive officer to maintain Higher Rates Training
Olagses as a rumning concern. I expect candidates, therefore

to be more proficient and to have reached a higher gtandard in 'Elu
future. It is regretted that the time of the examiners on Board A
was wasted in the examination of candidates from this ship whose
standard was, admittedly, low.

20. The ship was undocked at 1530 K on Friday 27th and “
gsecured port side to, ahead of BOURNE" at Fitting Out wharft.
mgmngomiemrhﬂ:mm 8 set were then carried out

by Dockyard officers and workmen whilst alongside. On completion,

I slipped at 1820 K, having embarked two scientists from R+.A.N.E.L.,
and proceeded to sea to carry out trials with "KIMBLA", These trials
will be fully reported by te letter. RiAN.E.L. (Commender

(L) H.G. Bsker) at my invitation, spoke to the assembled Ship's
Company on the forthcoming trials, quite briefly, at 1600 K.
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- « The morale and cheerfulness of the Ship's

good and I continue to be pleased with the way the men |
gm rm od. ‘to the work and routine required of them. ﬂi’fenul
are, in mein, of a minor nature and consist of "nibbling" at

leave. In muorﬂ.mee with my stated p aliez I am cracking down hard
on 2ll leave breakers and I feel the point is being hoisted in.

coor et T2 300 T e vt 30
" at sea, after the visit to Adelaide. By
ting these cases epidemic, whieh could have been

adinalhi wizhuueramﬂn limzcunﬂiﬂm,m
:.wrtad. 1on four cases of vencreal disease were reported;
it is understood that all four were contracted in Adelaide. |
Otherwise, the general health of the Ship's Company as s whole
remains good.

dola:l tho month, the cricket team landed twice in
dtmﬂm ef ntdb'mmnm*byfmumts whilst
besting the Officers’ team of the Blm Punnell Line S.S. IXION by
15 ma In addition, since being in members of the Ship's
Company have t:kmenreiuintho dog mteismhrdm Island,

Our two atives in the Intlr-nruet sy Sub Lieutenant
Poster and M.(E)2 Diggins were landed for the poriel of the boxing

training and fight.

I have the honour to be,

Your Obedient Servant,

J. M. RICHO|

Lieutenant Commander (X) R.A.N.
CAPTATIN.
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APPENDIX 'A' TO H.M.A.S. COOTAMUNDRA'S REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FEBRUARY,1959.

"’ Miles ﬂt.m imm Sssstssansnenee 1,7;1;;

‘) Hours mm dm‘m Sesssssnnstana 212-0
¢) Distance run per tom of fuel for month .. 7.5

d) Distance stesmed since commisSsioNing ... 153 458.1
9 L]

e) Hours underway since commissioning seeeee i2.939.6
f) Date of mlﬂiﬂm -iq--i-l--innnill-; 12 Blﬂﬁﬂhr. 1951

g) Nmber of hours economical speed was
exceeded seoe Fil.

L il L S U T TR R e ———

e
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APPENDIX 'B' TO H.M.A.S. COOTAMUNDRA'S REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FEBRUARY,1959.
W‘m—_ﬂ

Wil sightings.

Nil.
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Hc?%/fayﬂd'{? :

H.M.A.5. COOTAMURDRA,
at Adelaide,

The Flag O0fficer-in-~Charge,
EAST AUSTRALIAN AREA.

%

RT OF PR INGS - JANUARY, 1959.

8ir,

I have the honour to submit the Report of
Proceedings for H.M.A. Ship under my commend for the period
from Monday 5th January to Saturday 31st January, 1959.

2. I assumed command at 1700K on 5th January
and for the remsinder of the week, the ship was berthed at

Kuttabul Dol « Use was made during this period to store

and ‘1.“. Pe

3. At 1030K on Wednesday Tth, I ealled on you j§

thereafter, I called on the Command D ntal Off 3
mﬂmmiw.m | . *d and the Capt

of the Port.

4e In view of the recent case of T.B. reported | 2

from the ship, a mass X-Ray for all personnel on board was wettiiE
held on Wednesdey and Thursday.

5e During the forenoon of Thursday and Fri

the bofors' erew and the depth charge crews were ed

and exerei respectively to prepare them for the shake

down period.

6. On Priday 9th, I spoke successively to the

officers, Chief and Petty Officers and the remainder of the
Ship's C t0 inform them of my policies on board and %o
acguaint all on board as to my objectives as regards the ship. St

T A small "At Home" was held from 1200 to 1300 on
Priday 9th, for those Dockyard Officers, both ecivil and naval,
who had assisted the ships' officers during the current self
refit period. In particular, I must mention the good work of
Supplu Sub lLieutenant (S) Morey R.A.N. and Mr. Pucell of the

C Stytly Officers' Staff, who have spent long hours
carrying out a 1004 muster of Naval Stores on .

8. Having landed .A/S/Id.lut. I.D. Roberts R.A.N.
to join H.M.A.S. KUTTABUL and being in all respects ready for
sea, I slipped at 1030K Monday 12th and, having hoisted both
boats, proceeded out of harbour to commence & shake down and
clean up cruise before arriving at Hobart in compliance with
your message D.T.(.1905252 November (H.M.A.S. COOTAMUNDRA's

progremme ).
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9. After lunch, I commenced exercises, carrying
outl stecering breakdowns, seaboat exercises and ? handling
exercises for my own benefit. It is of interest here %o

report that whilst changeing over to after steering, it is
impossible to steer the ship mnﬂmnmbykuz:n.
one shaft steady and altering the revolutions on the other
except in very light conditiomns. I realsi#ed very quickly undor the
conditions m:tc:nt how prone this type of ﬂml is do0 the
l.tnl lﬂ'ﬂt m gﬁ watches, I exercised my 0.0.W. in

at 1 h:lnauhcutﬁnﬂutoth-mtof
H.u nt course 110° at 8 knots in order to exercise my
“ﬁ Officer in celestial navigation.

10. Tuesdav 13th. The new minesweeping wire fitted

on “the starboard winch was streemed to stretch it in 2000
fa:thm of water ans wes recovered at about 170CK. During the

s the erew was employed on cleaning ship and preparing for
pailting I walked round the Enginerocom and was more
than interested to see somelhing at first hand of steam
reciprocating engines, which I had never experienced before.

11. During the ai"ternnnn I exercised my Bofors' Gun
Crew. Despite all persuasions gun failed to f:lu in
automatic and this defect -ni be mdt good on return to Srd::i.
Despite the disappointment of the gun not firing correctly,
rates on board were pleased to have seen the gun fire
Nﬂmﬂlmhﬂmth.nﬂrnﬂrmmihmn

L

:mgﬂ_ ‘M‘tk‘; As intended, I made my landfall

_ I entered and anchored %o facilitate
| out of all acoustic sweeps. I had reported
message D.T.G. 132200Z January to you so that
shore authorities would not concern you. At about
way and when well clear of the fishing port of
ut anl activated all acoustic sweeps and streamed
mp to starboard. Minesweeping exercises continued =211
mnﬂ all sweeps, I entered Twofold 3Bay and

14. | I ordered mail to be landed and a einema show %o
be given. On completion o this, I proceeded out of harbour at
mid-night to continue progress southward.

15. 15th. Cleaning ship again comtinued
whilst during exercised handling ship, danbuoy

and in #the dog watches, ﬁndntn:hoalarﬁﬂwﬂhmmth
MpﬂttoMﬂttutizmstdqﬁmam
mom.mmmmmnmmmwahm
gimul taneously and the ship came to a st
ﬁnlhﬁm‘lﬁmnﬁmhpouﬁn:! 35'3,1& 05'!..
hthctmmm qunlmmin. trace of the

o o | e e o P‘-—'
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16. H.M.A.S. SWAN exchanged signals with me as
"SWAN" wished to exercise transfer by Jjackstay and 0.0.V.
Menoeuvres either on Friday 16th, Monday 18th or

19th. I would have welcomed the for these -
exercises in with another H.M.A. but regret-
»3“&“ pr:?nlshm:lnﬂﬂnf

po on (50 miles N.E. Flinders Islsnd) and fact
that I was keepinz next week free for painting ship for
Hobart. His programme would not allew him to wait until I
could get to Tasman Island which I estimated to be at 1700K
Friday, at the earliest,

At about 2200K, the ship enfered swirling
mist which reduced visibility to a few hundped yards.
Accordingly, I took the normal seamenlike precautions and

“tm‘&ﬂ'.
18 Mdﬂth:uf at about 2345K, I set
u;rntoms.hma -uugmlnmoém
between Swan Island and Eddystone Lighthouse and altered
course to the Scuth.

Friday 16th. At 10 I conducted messdeck
" r0 the ship 'tween

ously. These rounds revealed some progress, but
wey satisfied with the cleanliness of the ship

1400K in iition
+6' E. The ship then to tow

rgmandtnpnintm;ptn - ard with a
On successful completion of these

and anchored a

1230K,
| zﬂ' 16

21, At 1900K, I weighed and proeceeded out of
Oyster Bay, leaving the Schouten Islands on my port hand.

Onee clear, I exercised sweeping a2t night with sweep

out to starboard. Owing to ve junction boxes, I have

déshatehed one of these'to the Chief Staff O0fficer for :

informetion sake and to show why the night minesweeping lights

were inoperative. This defect has now been remedied. On

completion of manoeuvres, the was recovered and course
set Bay at Port Arthur at O0600K.

17th. I anchored in Safety Bay at

| ckles of my port cable out in
position 43° 10.7* 8 1 52.2 E. During the forsnoon, paint
was mixed, the ship's side washed down and the stages rigged
to paint ship's side.

23. On completion, I allowed recreational leave
and there followed the incident which led to the Board of
Inquiry comvened in H.M.A.S. SWAN on Tues 20th January.
As this matter will have been fully to you, I do not
propose to add any further remarks here.

24. At 1500K, I wei and proceeded to

mmmnthd_ in tion 43° 9.0*' 8
147° 51.9 B. I sent an officer ashore to inform the loecal
police of the events of that aftermoon.

N

— --"'lI
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Sunday 18th. Once again the ship was prepared
tar qﬂnl down. Colours were
%ﬁ!}ﬂﬂi A short Memorial Service
was held on the forecastle between 1045K and 1100K at which
virtually, the whole Ship's Company was present including
Roman Catholies.

26. I landed at 1100K to call on the police and

we proceeded by car to Safety Bay where I showed the officers
concerned the site of the attack. All that aftermoon, a sweep
assisted by "COOTAMUNDRA™ ﬁ:ﬂmmmdbymm
Langford of the Hobart Water Police and Comstable Cripps of

19th. At 0908K, I received an Operational
instrueting me to jJoin him
of normal machinery maintenance was in hand
Engineer Officer
hrﬂnmuﬁm‘tﬁm ni.loﬁtt‘l‘ljﬂwith
Sergeant Langford and Comstable Cripps and Jjoined "SWAR" %o
S.E. of Tasman Island at about 1215K.

27.

Immediate S
forthwith. As part
mzmathuhommﬁu.loﬂm&

28. mmwn%mﬂmtﬂﬁh
concerning a body night before
instructed me, with the aid of the police, to evaluate and
mmhmmmm“ummaomm
searching. This I did, and, acco
the search and instrueted me to
anchored in tion 43° 9.1' S 147° 51.6" E. off the

mm“tm:tomommmp
$0 four hours notice for steam.

At about 0930K, on receipt of news concerming
s I raised steam once again and
despateh, in the absence of any other ons, to
oin "SWAN" in Hobart. At 1300K, I met "SWAN" half way up
ummu,mmmnmuummmm
received my acknowledgement concerning the vemue of the
Inquiry, ordered me to follow him baeck to Port Arthur.

32. On anchoring, I immediately repaired on
boaxd "SWAN" and laind;nnnuy apparent tardiness
in o instrvctions, which in fact, had never
been ved on board until too late.

S . = —
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D'Entrecasteux Chanmel. I exercised - as far as this is

practicable in this ship - blind pilotage and of the
Channel leted successfully by radar estimated

on I turned west to clear Tasmeania, the ship was
::-::wa:mmsa. blow with the emsuing nasty swell
which reduced many of the Ship's Company %o impotence
W'ulhyr'.
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- At 1030K Thursday, 29th, I was
r.ld MelLaren F.E.V. ﬂ:ll-m tsnt he had a ad
case of grumbling sppendicitis on board. I instructed

nﬂhn)n'ttoﬁ

to wateh caref '
immedia he cause to feel unhappy about the situation.
This he at 1410K and I accordi

ngly proceeded above
aguthorities to that

economical speed to Adelaide, informing

effect. I considered the rating at Port Macdonnell,
Bridgeport or Robe but the extra delay following a
passage to Adelaide, mmm complete treatment was
gvailable, was httiﬂd. just I:I.ma a favourable ﬂh
at Backstairs and therefore arrived at Outer a

Harbour at 0740 where an ambulance was awaiting
o/'l 1.55413 is now recovering satisfactorily

successful appendi performed and M.(E)2
Hattenfels P.A.

the Channel to Imnner

At msxz I proceeded
berthed ahead of H.M.A.S. , starboard
!c..z berth, Imnmer Harbour. th:. forenoon,

W and N.0.I.CeScA. "FREMANTLE" and

entertained to 1 nnhmnﬁwmtm.m

was granted to allow my Ship's Compamy %o
day of therourthcr:!.otﬂtm.

gt, an informal "at home" was
1815 and 2015IK. Some sixty

H.M.A. Ship under my
into a2 team willing, and u:p.eting to

to the ship up to a sati
i reflects great credit upon
all senior rates. np.mm-r..z

that the I from the behaviour of my

am:;mmmhmmm
| wes inestimable assistance in helping me to carry the

muwmumﬂrnzm.

faet that the ship steamed from 1430K/29th

44.
to JWM 40) at 1” revolutions is worthy
of ﬂh tam‘ rformance.

45. I have taken mz
opportunity of otr‘ team to play loec
opposition or for mms practice.

The health of the Ship's Company

:‘éhn satisfactory.

I have the honour to be
Sir,

Your Obedient Servant,

& ¥ NTONOLAS

Lilﬂ-m (I) R.A.N.
CAPTAIRN.

R = R —_—
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m 'A' TO H.M.A.S. COOTAMUNDRA'S REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

FOR JANUARY, 1959.

a) Miles steamed during month ...csccccccescss 1732.9

a—

b) Hours underway during mOmtR  seesveesessns 190.0 hrs.
e¢) Distance run per tomn of fuel for month .. 9.73

d) Distance steamed since commissioning ... 101,696.6

e) Hours underway since commissioning ..ece. 12,777.0

£) Date of commissioning s.cecscccossscassss 12th Dee.,1951.

g) TNumber of hours economical speed was exceeded 3

1. (1) No.of hours economical speed exceeded 30 mins.
(11) Average speed 12 knots
(1i1) Puel expedded for all purposes per hour 1.2. ton
(1v) Distance run per ton of fuel 8.5 miles
(v) To search for bedy. (N.0.I.C. TAS. 1900012 Jan.
refers).

2. (i) 1 hour.
(11) 12.1 kuots.
(411) 1.12 ton
(iv) 6.1 miles

(' To join H.M.A.S. "SWAN" for muﬂ FoloalaCoEA."
) 1 JAN (restricted) refers). ( e

3. (1) 16 hours 40 minutes
(i1) 13.125 knots
(1i1) 1.11 toms
{(iv) 12.3 miles

( M.(E) 2 Hattenfels. ANUTDRA's
v) Toland M.(E) (;;ug")-n 290440z JAN

Copies of these signals are attached as Appendix 'D°*.
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SYDNEY. Wednesday Tth January.

Fe0.T.C.E.A. C.Sy.0. Captain of the Port
C.S.0. C.E.0. B.0.0.

CuLe0e G.M.G.I.D.

HOBART. Priday 23rd Janmary.

N.0.I.Ce TAS. (Cdr. A. Salisbury R.A.N.) |
His Excellenecy, the Administrator, Sir Stanley Burbury K.B.E.
The Deputy Premier, Hon. J.J.Dwyer V.C. M.H.A.

The Right Hom. the Lord Mayor Sir Archibald Park.

-t«-.[rg command Major Hopton.

Resident Air Porce Officer, Squadron Leader G.L. Waller R.A.A.F.
Master Warder Marine Board, Colonel Turner.

All official calls were returned.

Mﬁ Friday 30th January.

!IQI'I'IG' SIA'
The Captain, H.M.A.S. FREMANTLE

- O - A - - A . - - . -
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APPENDIX "D’ TO H S. COOTAMUNDRA'S REPOR? OF PROCEEDINGS

FROM NOIC TAS OPERATIONAL DMMEDIATE
TO SWAN INFO COOTAMUNDERA 1900012

TO RENDEZVOUS WITH YOU 090 TASMAR LIGHT 1 MILE AND SET WATCH ON
Y46 CW FORTHWITH

// 190001% JAR 1959

FOIC EA ROUTIRE
SWAR COOTAMURDRA NOIC TAS 1902062

BESTRICTED.

SWAN 181413Z (COOTAMUNDRA TO JOIN SWAN) (=)
QR ARD AT 1642 AND 2304 (~) A BOARD OF ENQUIRY CONSISTING OF

CDR H C LOXTON (SWAN) PRESIDENT LT Y G STACEY AND SURG LT A S
WILSON IS TO ASSEMBLE AS DIRECTED BY PRESIDENT ON TUES 20 JAN

25 SHVASIAATN THE CINGNSLANANS SHSOUEDIN. SR MRS VP NN
mm;{- B o S (NS

-2, mMIsmrmsmmsmm1mm1m:
70 THE PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD (=)

«3= BOIC TAS IS REQUESTED TO MAKE A SHORTHAND WRITER AVAILABLE

// 1902062 JAR 1959

FROM COOTAMUNDRA PRIORITY
TO NOIC SA 290440z

RAHOS SUSPECTED APPENDICITIS -

=2~ PROCEEDING ADELAIDE ETA 0630IK 30TH

=3= REQUEST AMBULANCE AND BOAT TO COLLECT RATING FROM SEMAPHORE
ANCHORAGE

// 290440 JAN 1959.
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From: FLAG OFFICE

-~ IN-CHARG:

EAST AUSTRALIA AREA.

H.M.A.S. COOTAMUNDRA - REPORT OF PROCELDINGS - 15T

- j\.ili 1 0]

=

(The Captain, H.M.A.S. COOTAMUNDRA's letter 22/18 dated 9th

January, 1959.)

N.1/16/13
The Secretary,

27th January, 1959,

il §

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY,

Forwarded for the consideration of the Naval Board.,

» Naval Headquarters,
Potts Point, Sydney.
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22/18
HoM,A.8, COOTAMUNDRA,

at Sydney,
9th January, 1959,

The Flag Officer-in-Charge,
EAST AUSTRALIA AREA,

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS « 15T TO S5TH JAN,1959,

sir,

I have the honour to submit the Report of Proceedings
for HJM.A., Ship under my command for the period lst January to

5th January, 1859,

2e During this period, the ship has remained alongside

Kuttabul Dolphins, The retard party has been employed returning
and drawing stores and readying the ship for the return of the
main leave party on the morning of Monday, 5th January,

3e Lieutenant Commander (X) J.M, Nicholas R,A.N,
assumed command at 1700k Monday, S5th January, 1959,

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

v

Lieut.Commander (P) R.A.N.
S A P TA I

|

S 2 _ a | ¢

RCDIG1072913
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4336.12.1108.

HM.A.S. COOTAMUNDRA - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - DECEMBER

(The Captain, H.M.A.S. COOTAMUNDRA's letter 22/18 dated 9th
January, 1959).

&

27th January, 1959,

N.1/16/13
The Secretary,

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY.

Forwarded for the consideration of the Naval Board.

REAR ADMIRAL.

Naval Headquarters,
Potts Point, Sydney.
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H.M.A.S. COOTAMUNDERA,

at Sydney,
8th Januery, 1969,

The Flag Officer-in-Charge,
EAST ALSTRALIA AREA.

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS -« DECEMBER 1958,

Sir,

I have the honour to submit the Report of
Proceedings for H.M.A, Ship under my command for the month of

Decembery 1958,

2. Throughout the month, the ship remained at
Garden Island continuing the self refit period.

% At 1035, ¥onday 8th December, berth was shifted
to thé floating dockwith the assistance of dockyard tugs "WATTLE"
and "TB7", securing in the dock at 1115,

4. The following nine days were taken up with

¢leaning of the ships' bottom and maintenance of underwater flttings.
Some difficulty was encountered when replacing the Asdic Dome but,

on the fitting of a new canoce, no further trouble ensued,

8, The ship was cleared of all personnelat 0900 on
Saturday, 13th December, and fumigation commenced. The ship was
opened at 1500 and, owing to a strcng breegze, was almost clear
| by 2000, However, to allow isolated pockets of gasample time to
| disperse, duty watch remained on the dock and the ship was
| re-occupied at 0630 on Sunday l4th December,

6e At 0830 on Thursday 18th Decewber, flooding up
commenced and at 1000, aided by "WATTLE"™ and "TB7", berth was
shifted to Kuttabul Dolphins, securing alongside, starboard

L

T At 1100, tugs secured 0,F.L. 1202 on our port side.

8. The remalnder of the month was spent making good
small defects and returning stores,

Oe The Ship's Company reverted to a two-watch system
on Christmas Eve - evenly splitting the holliday period and

1 thereby enabling all Sydney natives toc spend Christmas with thelr
fanlilies,
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b ;' 10 During the month, morale aboard has been high
- ma the behaviour of the Ship's Company satisfactory. Work m
progressed well in all (hpurhmtl.
I have the honour to be,

olr,

Your obedient Servant,

'.? fjE””’f»cL REG
&A“EH fBﬁﬂf ?

-'n._ J "_ll- . % i
o ,.;""—"-r-'r"»{ \

Lieut, Commander (P) R.A.N.
CAPTAIR,
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APPENDIX E 1 TO H,M.,A.,S. CCOTAMUNDRA'S REPORT OF PROCEED KNGS

DECEVBER 1958, .

a) Distance steamed during the month ...........-..'lil
b) Hours underway during the month ,.eecescossscecss Nil

¢) Average distance steamed per ton
of fuel for the month ssesseesssssness NJA,

d) Distance steamed since commisSiOning eeecccccess 99,963,7
e) Hours underway since commissioning ssecsvssscsce 1L1,581,0

f) Date of millioning csescsecsesnsnasssssessse L2,12,51,

SR — ——
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APPENDIX 11 TO H.M.A.S. COOTAMUSNDRA'S REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

" DECEMBER 1958,

WHALE SIGHTING REPORT,.

Kil.
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O P X

(The Captain, H.M.A.S. COOTAMUNDRA's letter 22/18 dated 4th
December, 1958,)

11

E.A. 682/2/122
The Secretary,

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY.

Forwarded for the consideration of the Naval Board.,

[ gy D7 Losiio
REAR ADMIRAL.

Naval Headquzrters,
Potts Point, Sydney.
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fﬂﬂx?‘l/;{/lll

Ropal Australian Nady.

“*1 REPLY PLEASE QUOTE
22/18

Neo.
H.M.A.S., COOTAMUNDRA,
at Sydney,
4th December, 1958,

The Flag Officer-in-Charge,
EAST AUSTRALIAN AREA,

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - NOVEKBER, 1958,

0 B o

I have the honour to submlit the Report of
Proceedings for H.}.A. Ship under my command for the month of

November, 1958.

5 At 0001, the ship was in position 230 25t 3,, 1529
21" E., with 0.F.L,1206 in tow, making good 6% knots and proceeding
for Cape loreton, off which I intended to embark oil fuel from the
tow.

De On 2nd November, a strong westerly of about 18-20
knots was blowling and, as there would be little shelter for the
fuelling operation off Cape licreton, I altered course at 0503 for
Caloundra Light where 1t seemed likely some shelter would be
afforded by the mainland.

4 Arriving in fairly calm water off Moffat Head, the
tow was slipped at 0957 and I proceeded alongslde the O,F.L.
shortly afterwards. Once secured to the O.F.L., I anchored and
fuelling commenced. It was consldered 1lnadvlisable to anchor the
0.F.L, duve to the slipping clutch of her forecastle winch. Fuelllng
was completed by 1115; the O0.F.L, was satisfactorily ballasted with
sea water and I was able to proceed for Sydney at 1200. The tow was
held at about 80 fathoms until clear of the shsllower water of
Moreton Bay when approximately 150 fathoms was veered for the ocean

tow to Sydney.

Be The passage to Sydney Heads was uneventful though
speed was reduced to allow arrival off Hornby Light at 0759. By
this time, the tow had been heaved in to short stay of about 50
fathoms for the negotiation of the Western Channel of Port Jackson.
On entering, speed was reduced to 4 knots and off SBhark Island, the
tow was slipped to BRONZEWING. I secured at Kuttabul Dolphins at
0905 on 5th November.

6. The ship was met by quite a large group of relatives
and friends and these were entertained on board for morning tea
after securilng.

Ts On Thursday, 6th November, oil fuel was embarked

and destoring of 0.F.L. 1206, secured alongside, was commnenced. In
additlon, al% hands were empioyed preparing ship for your walk-
round and many extra hours work outside the normal were devoted Dby

willing volunteers.

AV O
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& At 1000 on 17th November, I had the honour of your
{:Epﬂctiﬂn o my Ship's Company at divisions and afterwards, 1 was
nieaaed to rtcaive you on board to walk round my ship.

] ide at
: The remainder of the month was spent alongs
guttabul Dolphins and the work of the dockyard in the reflt was

commencling.

At 1100 on 28th November, the Ship's cricket team and
igéctaturs proceeded by road for Cootamundra, N.S.W. whzra we were
recelved by the Mayor, alderman and representatives of ga saake
R.S.5.A.I.L.A. The cifcket match was won by the Cootamun za cndra o
twelve runs. The Ship's party remained 1ln the town of CGGnimun -y
the greater part of the week-end, WeTITICRE 00 Lhe hosts wers pleased

‘ . as a most enjoy e
Eggﬁmgsi vizii :nd expressed the wish that the cricket match should

pe an annual event.

the

During November, morale has been good and

%;ﬁavimur of the Shigls Company has been most satisfactory. Work has
continued in all departments 1in further endeavour to bring the ship

to an even more satlsfactory state.

12, Distances steamed and whale sightlng reports are
treluded 1in Appendices A and B respectlively.

/
By 1 ! r to be
ff'-.;,- Hme{B I have the honou )
8 ppp
‘.,L_J':_ CEy b ‘Ifhl i
L ,H |

TR i

Your obedient Servant,

Lieutenant (X) R.a.N.
for CAPTAIN A.O0.L,
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APPENDIX R Td H.M.,A.S, COOTAMUNDRA'S REPORT OF PRCCEEDINGS

NOVEMBER, 1958,

a) Distance steamed during month ......ecicccevccccncccanns 702.0
b) Hours underway during month ee..ciouuierennenonececnnaes 103
¢) Average dlstance steamed per

ton of fuel for month .......viiiiiniininiianennnnnnnes . (el
d) Distance steamed since commlssloning «.....ocoveeeen-. . 99,963.7
e) Hours under way since commlseloning ........c..eveeen e A1 ,5080.0
£) Date of commissloning .......cccececeesrennacccccncnces 12.12.1951.
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APPENDIX B TO H.M.A.S. COOTAMUNDRA'S REPORT OF
PROCEEDINGS FCR NOVENBER, 1958.

WHALE SIG.TING REPORT

NUMBER TYPE POSITION SIGHTED DIRECTION OF REMARKS,
[= TRAVEL
4 Finback Moreton Bay No marked Accompanied
direction by two
calves,

b

= i

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT10/72913



= L O P X,

HM.A.S. COOTAMUNDRA - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - OCTOBER 8

(The Captain, H.M.A.S. COOTAMUNDRA's letter 22/18 dated 1st
November, 1958)

Iz 25th November, 1958,

E.A, 682/2/122

The Secretary,
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY.

Forwarded for the consideration of the Naval Board.

(sgd.) R.A4. VHRR G
REAR ADMIRAL

Naval Headquarters,
Potts Point, SYDNEY.
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H.M.4,8, COOTANUNDRA,
at Sea,
1st November, 1958,

The !'i.ng otﬂ.ur:m-m:‘ge,
LAST AUSTRALIAN ARES

-y

. I have the honour to spbmit the following report of
proseedingas for H.M.A. Shlp under wy comuand for ths month of
BnroMr, 1958-

2. Durling the first day of thls month, at 1400, I |
berth from Fort Hill wharf, Darwin, to alongside the 0,.F.L. at the-.
Boom Wharf in preparation for our &eparmo with ocur toyw for Thursday
Island. The remainder of the day was spent in final readying and
examination of towing gear and in completion of loadling stores and
testing of all machinery in the oil Iighter.

3. At 1049 on the 2nd October, I slippeg from the Boom
Wharf with our charge alongside. The tide was on the ebb and it was
deemed advisable to keep the O,F.L. alongside untll clear of Port
Darwin. Towing alongside proved satisfactory and by use of alternate
ahead and astern power, courses could be steered accurately. On
clearing the channel and off Channel Roeck Buoy, the O0,.F.L, was
dropped astern and in the relatively shallow water, towed at short
stay with about 90 or 100 fathoms of wire veered. Course was set for
Cape Fourcroy and gpeed of advance estimated at almost six knots. On

| reaching deeper wabler of apnroximately 20 fathoms, the tow wire was
veered to 150 fathoms., Cape Foureroy was rounded at 2300,

. Initlau; , Guring the pacsage, the nip in the
ﬁarpnnttr'-a stopper end aﬂr the roller fl.irind was frechened every
four hours., This time interval was gradually extended to eight hours
ﬁiﬂ t;’iﬂlﬂ hours and finally to 24 hours as the wlre remalned

amaged.

Be Speed was reduced for freshenlng the nip by 15 » s
every four minutes to preveni any tendencey of the llghter to on"
Inereases of speed were zimllarly made to ease working stralns en

.. T

gear. LA
6. On 3rd October, Cape Van Dieman was rounded at 112 ana/

an easterly course was set for the Carpentarla Llght Vessel.

The remainder of the passage was uneven and the
weather throughout was fair, Average speed made good was 6°5 TOF

842 miles.

8. Carpentaria Light Vessel was sighted at 1410 on Tuesday

7th October and course was altered at 1525 for Booby Island Light
which was raiged at 2208.
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9. The tow was slipped at 0530 on 8th October, about 3
miles clear of Goods Island. The O0,F.L., steaming party recovered the
towing pendant and I proceeded alongslde the tow before entering
Normanby Sound to take the lighter to 1ts anchorage,

10. Whilst under way to the anchorasge, Tuelling was

completed ang at 0940, the 0,F.L. was anchored in 6 fathoms in
position 170" Goods Island Light l.lmiles,

11, I slipped at 1030 from the O.F,L. to proceed to Thursday
Island town Jjetty where I berthed at 1115.

12, The 9th October was spent zlongside and at 0530 on lOth
October, I slipped and proceeded to anchor in the harbour to allow
the M.V, "WAIBEN" to go alongside the Jetty.

13, Tis siilp was earrying our frozen and fresh provislons
and salling for the pearling grounds had been delayed to awalt her

- ng B0 \some expensive cold storage charges on orr provislons
in Thursday tsland., Embarkatlion of these fresh and frozen provislons
was completed in the afternoon and I weighed at 1610 to proeceed to sea,

14. A brief call was made at the O,F,L. to delivér mail and
fresh supplies and at 1750 I proceeded for area Q'L'D,5.

15. Before reaching the pearling area, I had declded from
the charts available to proceed no further north than 10% 8. This
decision was made as soundings were as much ag 18 mlles apart and only
a few miles to the eastward reefs were marked,

16. On pas _as soun became more separated, I
anchiored. ia poattien 100 35¢ 8, 110 §81 B for the night To/1th oet.

17. I welghed at 0670 and my courses were set to follow the
tln fathom line to latitude 10203' {ﬁlﬂﬂ was operated continuously as
also the echo sounder.

18. The Japanese were sighted at 1145 on 1llth Oectober and
I anchored 1ln the 7131:%_1:)' of the mother ship and Japanese F.I.V, 1in
position 10° 02¢* 8 141° 08! E. :

1 the next four days untll 16th October Ba?omgi
112; gshifted to mal n & econvenlent position in the pmﬂmﬂr of the

luggers from which we could continue our surveillance.

20, The Japanese take in this area was poor and condlitlons
were not good due to fast tidal streams and thelr subsequent muddy
water.

21. At 0001 on 16th October, I welghed and set course for

Phursday Island once more for the Japanese had declared thelr diving
mplc?ad a8 eonditions were, by then, most unsuitable. Thus they
finished the season approximately ten days early on their original
schedule.
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22, .On passage to Thursday Island, asdlec and echo sounder
were operated @n the doubtful waters. A brief check that all was well
with the 0.F.L. was made before entering Thursday Island harbour.

i;é The Japanese, meantlme, were preseeding to position
13* 8, 1419 58' E, to dlischarge shell to the mother ship and
replenish before returning to Japan.

24. At 1000 on 18tk ©October, I salled from Thursday Island,
delivered mall to our Q.F;L_jg *ty and rejoined the Japanese &% 1728
on the same day in thelr loading position. |

25e Advantags was taken of the ecalm gsa and falr weathar %o
paint ship's side which was completed on the following day.

26. | The Japanese, no less than ourselves, were pleased to
gee the end of the season., It made quite a colourful plicture when all
luggere flew thelr decorative Thanksgiving flags. I exchanged calls
on: the friendliest of understandinge with the Japanese government
ingpector and the pearlbng fleet master,

. The Japanese were due to depart for thelr homeland at
0600 on 21lst October but in order to land ¥Mr. A, ‘dams, our fisheries
inspection officer, I proceeded at 0200 on this day Tor Thursday
Island. Mr., Adams had heen sumnecned to 2 pearllng conference in
Canberra and hls plane departed form Horn Island at 1115,

28, the passage to Thursday Island, the ship was
steamed at 180 revolutlons, nliggzly-nara than economical ed, to
check new magin bearings which had been changed durlng the previous

two days. The bearings proved satisfactory and I secured alongside
the town jetty, Thursday Island, at 0910 on 2lst October.

29. | On Thureday, 23rd October, my First Lieutenant,
Lt. P.M, Gunutzgi-was relieved by Lt, H,D, Cook, and he proceeded on
leave before ng up his nluv:npﬂintmnnt_in Kavy Office.

30. At 1430 on 23rd October, I slipped and proceeded
alongside the 0.F.L. Normanby Sound and spent the night there
before comuencing our long passage south.

31le At 0535, the O.F.L. weighed efter I had polated
ship and withovt any complications, the tow was dropped astern and
hel& at stoirt stay for negotiating the reefl passage.

324 By thies time, the O,F.L. was lighter by abou%t 207 *ons
of F.F.0. and only about 80 tons of ballast had replaced 1it.
"stern-deep" trim had been maintalned for directlonal stablility mt
gpeed made good hWad increased to seven knotus.

33 rPagsage through the reef was uneventful though, as

u , requiring constant vigilance. Conditions throughout were well-
nigh perfect - sea was ocalm, winds about tee knots from the S5,E, and
a full moon was most useful during dark hours. In addition, the radar
had never before produced better results. Cons€quently, Time was
gained on passage to Cairns as allowance had been made in our origlnal
programme for the possibllity of anchoring at nicght,
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34. At 0845 on the 27th October, the O0.F.L. was slipped
and anchored two miles clear of the Falrway Beacons off Cairns and
I preceeded to enter the harbour where I secured to the Naval wharf
at 1010. This call in Cairns was made necessary by the limited
frelght capaecity of the alrline serving Thursday Island. It was not
posslible to alr freight all our needs of fresh provisions as the

ma jorlty of the island supplles are sent by air, and any capacity
devoted to our needs may have deprived the dwellers on Thursday
Island. And so durling our period of operating from Thursday Island,
our demands were kept to a minimum.

35 At 0850, I slipped from Cairns No, 10 wharf and
after turning in the river, proceeded to the 0,F,L. anchorage to
resume our tow. This was accomplished without difficulty after
fuelling and I set course from the Fairway Beacons at 1215,

{6. The passage south continued without inecident until
320 on the 3%1st October in the vieinlity of North Reef when frantiec
sounding of the engineroom reply gongs were followed by the report
"Both feed pumps are off the board and am stopping both engines”.

With the dy revolutions of the engines, it was poselible, by
veering rapidly on the towing wire and with helm hard over, to avold

being rammed by the O,F.L, in its!'"run-on", In addition, the O,F.L.
was ordered to veer immedlately two shackles of cable to assist in
slowing her down.

On gﬁ fathoms, the 0.F.L. was shortly afterwards
anchored and I fetched up after bollers were closed down, stlll
gecured by the towing wire to the stem of the 0.F.L.

At 1520, after the O0.F.L, reported that he could not
welgh due to & slipping cluteh on his forward winch, I manoeuvered
the sterns close together with restored power and shortening in of
the tow wire to allow me to slip the tow.

Sea state was too choppy to proceed alongslde to
resume the tow without risk of damage so I anchored up wind from the
0.F,L,, veered cable and connected up the tow agaln. By heaving in
on the ships cable, sufficient strain was relieved from the O.F.L.
cable to enable him to weigh and I proceeded on course at 1655. I
was grateful that the O.F.L, anchor held sufficlently well in deep
water, in about 1% knots of tidal stream and force 4 wind,

3. At mid-night on the 31lst October, I was in poslition
230 25' 8, 1520 21! E, a low swell and force 3 wind with both

ships riding uamrurtlbly.

38. The task of chipping and painting has proceeded most
satisfactorily during the month and great advances in lmprovements
in our general appearance have been made.

All hands are in high spirits and working willlngly
and with good effect., The health and morale continue to be most

satisfactory.

29. The visits to Thursday Islsnd were a welcome change
from those to Darwin and the general feeling was that our calls there

were most welcome. BehAviour ashore called for no criticism.

40. The Sub-Collector of customs in Thursday Island, Mr.
H. McMahon rendered all possible assistance durlng our stay there
and hig efforts on our behalf are worthy of note,

41. A cricket match was arranged agalnst the local team
in Thursday Island and several games of basketball were played with

honours shared evenly.
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42. There was little evidence of the "explosive situation"

. ted in newspapers regarding the unemployed Ryukyan divers
Ir]:gﬂgitara aﬁn;ouu? in specislly built barracks and though
receiving no pay, are still supplied by thelr former employers
with food., Their predicament has evoked considerable ampaw from
townspeople not engaged in pearling. At intervals, when shipping
is available, they are being returned to thelr homes and in the
meantime have given absolutely no trouble.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

Lieut. Commander (P) R.A.N.
CAPTALIN,
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APPENDIX 1 TO H.,M.A.S. COOTAMUNDRA'S REPORT
OF PROCEEDINGS FOR OCTOBER, 1958. 4 <

SV,

m1.' ﬂtmad ﬁmng month "B EEEEEENEEENIESEBENE-R BB BB 2315‘3

Hours underway Aurfing MONth +...c.ecee-acsssessasse 343 45/60

Distance run per ton of
m°1 f&l‘ mﬂﬁﬂl.. FEFTEEEEREEEE BB B E B 7'7
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Ca8pY,

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - SEPTEMBER, 1958.

~_ (The Captainy H.M.A.S. COOTAMUNDRA's letter
- =51 22/18 dated 1st October, 1958)

- [

= 13 M6 AM
| NAVY REGISTRY

il

E.A. 682/2/122.
THE SECRETARY, DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY.

Forwarded for the consideration of
the Naval Board. |

(Sgd) . Ditl-l H?'J“-".‘Fi TR

| REAR ADMIRAL.

Naval Headquarters,
Potts Point, Sydney.
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H.M.A,8, COOTAKUNDRA,

a% Darwin,
lat October, 1958.

wnrmxa;mamuﬂhm:uu tmm' |
. ny 3.
month of September, 1958,

At 1430, after ol the shallow water Northe

. River, the first of Japanese -

nmwm R et t thi 1:‘&“-: of the Heap,
sueccegs a a8

mhmtmtmmﬂﬂaﬁ:.ﬂtm

« In faot ceased at suncet on this |

&emam
the mhmman.mwu
mﬁ mmmnmmu "COOT AMUNDRA" returned to

N —— — - -
i — e i ——
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-ty Galning conslderable assistance from current
and tldal streams through Dundas and Clarence Straits, I entered
Port Darwin at 1620 on 2nd September, securing alongside Fort Hill
Wharf at 1700,

7 At 1915 on 2nd September, Acting Sub Lieutenant
F.D. Foster, R,A.N., Jolned for training.

8. HCOOTAMUNDRA" remained at this berth for the
next four days, storing and fuelling during that time., H.M.A.S,
FREMANTLE (Lt,Car. B.D. Gordon, R,A.N.) secured alongside at 0910
on 3rd September after her return from Dili in Portuguese Timor.

9. Little opportunlity arose for organised sport
during this stay. Ship malntenance and preparation of arrangements
for towing O.F.L. 1 precluded other activity, although plenic
parties to Berrl Springs and Rum Jungle on 4th ﬁqytemhar were
arranged.

10. In order to rejoin the pearling fleet P.M. on
Sunday, 7th September, I slipped and proceeded from Darwin at 1200
on Saturday, 6th September, Passage to the Baucaut Bay area was
uneventful and at 1645 on the 7th, all lu s were sighted within
a 3 mile radlus of position 1l 7i 8 , 134°17' E. Condlitions for
diving were 1deal but the luggers were not reporting very large
takes,

11. After contacting and passing close to the luggers,

I proceeded inshore to Baucaut Bay to recover my camping party which

had been left there during the time the shlp was in Darwin. The .
party, consisting of 1 Officer and 5 ratings, returned on board at =3
1030 on Monday, 6th September, :

Weighing at 1040, I returned %o the fishing
area where a flat calm prevailed. Such conditions did not suit the
pearling fleet for 1t meant that the luggers galned no assistance
from wind and were required to use their engines almost confinually.,

: In addiftion, mud stirred up by the divers was not carrled away and e
| effective underwater vislibllity was reduced to approximately 3 metre,

This calm persisted for the following 2% days and the take was not
large.,

13, Mr, Adams, the Fisherles Inspectlion Officer,
agsisted by my Engineer Officer and another officer, visited the }
luggers in turn, inspeeting and measuring shell, Thia'tcam with two
or three ratings normally remain on one lugger for several hours,
taking comprehensive detalls of amount, size, welght and '
characteristics of the shell, On this particular area, mueh of the
catch was young shell and the Captain of one lugger ruin,:::g:d the
suggestion that the area be closed for three years, Thils adviece has
been passed on to the Department of Primary Industries by Mr, Adams

in his rﬂpﬂ!‘t-

14. From Monday, 8th September untll Sunday l4th
September, "COOTAMUNDRA" remained on statlon, ad justing anchorage as
necessary when the luggers moved to new grounds. When operatlioms for
this Neap began on Saturday, 6th September, the luggers were .
concentrated in an area 31 miles N.N,W. of Baucaut Bay and througieut
the Nesp, the main body moved Eastward at an average of 2,3 miles |
per day. Occaslonally one or two luggers would stray but the Japanese
Fichery Inspector, Mr. Hirao, showed the greatest wlllingness to
co-onerate and gave accurate detalls of the posltions of all luggers

each day.
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— m n&,nmmugu
ible was exereclsed sage from Baueaut Bay on
hmomm MMHGI
mlemamm number of defeects
mmnn,mmm,mmfmsm L
were again streamed; this time operating efficiantly

sty 9t
ered.
MK4.

-

16. At 1100 Sunday l4th September, I left the
1ing m&mmmpmmimtnnmmtmto

and a surveillance party for the period of my replenichment stay

in Darwin., I was Juin.& in Bapecaut Bay at 1930 by EIINE MARU, the
Japanese Fishery Inspection Vessel, which was due to be relieved of
her dutlies the following day then return o Japan. The offielals on
board EHIME MARU welcomed myself and my offlcers %o a mnm-mu
on board their vessel that evenlng.

P - et I at 1100 the fol day and nade
mmn with the new F,I.V. HAKOZAKC m at . With my First
famnﬂ.t aggomf:lm mxmm'gi On oolplm I

e: k ons given.
sailed for Darwin and shortly afterwards, ENINE H:RU salled for
Japan.

18. Passage as far as Clarence Strait was uneventful

but h nmmmtmwmmmm to make
16 knots for tely one hour. Atl‘ms,mmmlﬁm
tember, I en rmammmmmmum-aat
mammmmlmm'a.

19. ¢t 0810 on 18th September, I shifted berth %o

alongside 0.F.L. mmmrum-umm

— ing wire from the winch for in the O0.F.L. and reel on the
m E.8.F.8.W,R. for towing of the 0.F.L. This was completed by 1730.

- T —
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. At 1640, I anchored in the viein
ﬁzirmnutuwnmﬁ;‘u 8, 1349 32' B, -

26, The fleet remained in this area until 1600 on
25th tember by whiech time we estimated that they had taken thelr
. o 359 tons for N.T.D. 13.”.21.

P i

l As the result of a request to A.C.N.B. |
Mﬁ?ﬁ‘*‘*ﬁ' ILLE, a econsiderable impro 1t in
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I have the honour to be,

Your obedient Servant,

Lieut. H (P) R.A.N,
CARTA LN,

" 4

Copy to 1= N.0. 1. 0K, W.A,
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Hours under-way for month srsssssssssessssssss I 37/60

Dlstance run ton of %
mam& L S I O O O B R B N I I 12!4

W Oam R e A W W
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PLEASE RETURN
- TO |
NAVAL ARCHIVES BRANCH |

11

E.A.682/2/122

THE _SECRETARY, DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY.

Forwarded for the consideration of the Naval Board.

D HARLIES .
REAR ADMIRAL.

Naval Headquarters,
Potts Point, Sydney.

PLEASE RETURN
- 10
NAVAL ARCHIVES BRANCH |
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H.M.A.S. COOTAMUNDRA,
at Sea,
1st September, 1958.

Flag officer-in=Charge,
AUSTRA AREA .

RT OF PROCEEDINGS - 19/31 AUGUST, 1958.

8ir,

I have the honour to submit the following
Report of Proceedings for H.M.,A, Ship under my command for the
period 19th to 31st August, 1958.

2. I joined H.M.A.S. COOTAHUNDRA at 0910 on
Tuesday, 19th August and assumed coumand from Lieutenant Commander

P.C.S, Martin R.A.N, at 1630 on that day, at which time the ship
was secured alongside Fort Hill wharf, Darwin.

B oo 5 H.M.A.S, COOTAMUNDRA remained alongside until
Saturday, 23rd Auguset. During this period, I called on the Naval
orﬁun-i.n-ﬂhnrgt, North West Australlan Area, Captaln J.H., Dowson,
A.D.C., R.A.N, and was privileged to receive him on board at 1150
Friday, 22nd August.

4. At 1120 on the 21lst August, H. M.,A, Shlp under
my command assumed the duties of Pearl Fishery Survelllance from

H.M.A.8, FREMANTLE, At this time, the Japanese Pearling Fleet,
in the interval between 4th and éth Neaps of the season, was at
anchor in Boucaut Bay.

5. At 1150, Saturday 23%rd August, Mr. A,E. Adanms,
Fisheries Inspector, representing the Department of Primary
Industries, Fisheries Division, Joined and at 1218, I slipped and
proceeded, clearing Darwin harbour at 1237. |

6. By 1725, on 23rd August, the ship had cleared
Clarence Strait, having encountered strong adverse currents on
passage, over two knots in some parts, in others quite irregular,
The waters in the eastern end of Clarence S8tralt show evidence of
many rips, rather more extensive but otherwise reminescent of the
entrance to Port Phillip. However, no particular difficulties of
navigation were experienced. Cape Don was rounded at 0035, Sunday
24th August.

7 The first of the Japanese Luggers was sighted
at 1415 on Sunday, 24th August and by 1500, all 15 luggers were 1in
sight as well as the Japanese Fishery Inspection Vessel, EHIME
MARU, The Japanese mother ship was absent in Japan and 1s not due
to return for several weeks.
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At 1510, in company with Mr. Adams and Lieutenant
5.9, Cook, I pald a visit to the EHIME MARU, We were greeted in the
most friendly manner by the Japanese Inspector, Mr. K, Hirao and
by Mr., G. Melke, the pearilng company overseer, as well as the
Captain of the EHIME MARU,

8. With the use of a Japanese/English Dictionary,
continuous re-phrasing, and sign languasge, the intended Tishing

programme was learned.
I returned to “"COOTAMUNDRA" at 1630 and anchored
11

in close proximity to the Japanese F.I1.V, in position 36 8.
134° 18* E.
9. Area 19 1s proving frultful to the Japanese this

season and during the next two days, the luggers remainéd within 6
miles of this position. I shifted ship as necessary to sllow Mr.

Adams to visit two or three luggers each day to measure shells,
check for minimum size and estimate the take on board each lugger.

| For this season, three hundred and fifty tons has been agreed upon
| between the Ausirnlinn and Japanese Governments as the limilt of the
take for Area 19.

10. The motor dinghy is contlinuously at the disposal

of Mr. Adams to transfer him around the lugger fleet. Normally he

is accompanied by my Engineer Officer, who assliste him in his

taking of measurements and oy one or two ratings to help 1in recording
and to allow them to see a pearling 1 r at work. This duty has
proved rather popular and 1% is hoped t all hands will have an
opportunity to visit a working lugger before the season 1s complete.

%

11. The luggers work from dawn to dusk and each dlver
will probably dive four tinmes durinf the day, each "dip* for
approximately one hour - the present depth averages 20 fathoms.

Slight cases of 'Dends' are falrly frequent and
for such divers there appears little s nputhi.!hnru seems practically
no time allowed for 'staging'. The mother ship normally carries a
dootor who is at present accommodated in the Japanese F.I.V., whilst
the mother ship 1s in Japan. '

. . On Wednesday, 27th August, with the fleet
dispersing a 1little, I welghed at 0700 and proceeded to sight all
luggers. The sea state was too rough for boatwork and wind was Force
4.5 so I proceeded inshore to Boucaut Bay to check on the campling
site where later we are required to leave a party.

13. This party, which will consist of one offlcer, one

genior rating and four other ratings, 1s landed when the ship returns
to Darwin for lenishment, at the request of varlous departments,
Customs, Imnigratlion and !l%itl.lffﬂirl, to ensure no communlcation

- between natives and Japanese during the divers rest period occurs.

14. The imvestigsting p landed -« found a permanent
supply of slightly bracklsh water bu ortunate in their efforts
- to add barramundi and wild fowl to the ship's larder,

15, I left a party ashore when I weighed and proeeeded
from Boucaut Bay at 0730 Thursday, 28th August, to rejoin.the
ling fleet. I remained in the vielnity of the luggers throughout
day whllst inspections continued. At 1730, I anchored in position

11%320" 8. 134019 E. At this time, 1) lugge t and th
~ * remalning four were working 6 or J ailesote Ens North-seft. ¢

&
¥

i
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16. With the neaps drawing to a close, the
-luggers seemed content to remaln in the vielnity of this position

- during the next two days.

17. At 1300 on Sunday 31st August, I weighed
and proceeded to Boucaut Bay from where, after exchangling shore
parties, I proceeded to an anchorage off the entrance to the
Liverpool River. I had been asked by N.0.I.C.N.¥W.A. to embark 1l
natives from the mission station fTor passage to Darwin on behalf
of the Department of Army. I anchored in position 11753.3¢ §.

134°16' E.

18. The health of the ship's ¢ is very
good and all seem to be showlng a keen interest in the new task of
fishery survelllance. There are no obvious signs of any great

discontent and I feel that the departure of A.B. Clorley (wWarrant
Ho. 14/58.) has had its good effects.

19. I found on assuming command that the state
of the ship was barely average externally but maintenance on upper
deck work had apparently lost ground during the arduous peried of
the survey.

During our employment on Fish Survelllance
duties, far better opportunities are apparent for a e-hearted
endeavour to eliminate rust. However, interlor paint work and
gtandarde of general upkeep in mess decks and store rooms is good
with only a few exceptions.

20. Discipline on board 1s satisfactory and 1is
effected in an easy manner though I consider that in the past =t
considerable lenliency has been shown to offenders. :

21. The Engineroom department is efficlent and
well run.
22. Recreation has been limited tnﬂihu sending

ashore at Boucaut Bay of the shooting and campling parties already

mentioned, two cinema programmes, an "Uckers" competition and a
| quiz ﬂﬂlp;tltlﬁﬂ in which everyone has shown interest.

2%, It may De difficult towards the end of the
gitriing season to find sultable diversions. I intend to continue to
and shore partlies as possible and endeavour to maintain supply of

cinema programmes,

24, The standard of vietualling varies but
generally 1s quite good, A letter has been written to A,.C.N.B.
requesting that our dally vietualling z2llowance be inereased by two
pence per day to that of H.M,A.9, MELVILLE as in A.C.N.B, signal
074 "P" of 3let March, 1958,

I have the honour to be

gir,

“"u
v \,\
o
t-I-l
—
‘&
Fﬂ.‘
=
'ﬁ.‘_
a/f
y
4
o
e _-Wh“\ﬂff r
o W N T R R i

Your obedlent servant,

— '. .., - Lieut. u_‘ﬁﬂa.l' ‘;) R.A.N,

—_ —_— - ——— - ——
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APPENDIX : .

Miles steamed during the moenth .....cccccvccnccnccce 2695.4

268 10/60.

Hours under way during the MORBH cccocccsssvovencnsse

pistance per ton of fuel for the BB  iscsssansscs Alheds
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APPENDIX IT

e S S
w

COMPOSITION OF JAPANESE PEARLING FLEET,

BOAT NO. DESCRIPTION OFFICIAL NO, TONNAGE H,P, ENGINE,
EHIME MARU F.I1.V. - 290 approx. Je S . "
§0.2 MIYO MARU KETCH WK2 - 843 62.5 160
d MISAKE MARU . WK2 - . 80
' HORAI MARU . WK2 - w 32?, 80
* 6 NICHIRAN MARU " WK2 - 846 46.%4 80
* 10 KOJIN MARU " WEK2 - 847 44.3 80
' 11 ZUIHO MARU ' WK2 - 848 44.8 80
" 15 DAIFUEU MARU SCHOONER WK2- 849 50« 80
* 16 TAMA MARU KE®CH TK2 « 329 46.8 80
" 17 OKOYO MARU " K2 - 328 50 . 100
* 18 HAKUCHO MARU " TK2 - 325 45. 90
' 21 SEICHO MARU SCHOCNER KN2 « 458 45. 80
" 22 SUMIYOSHI MARU KETCH TK2 - 408 45. 80
' 24 KIMI MARU " KT2 « 412 50. 100
® 26 TOVOTA MARU " KA2 = 495 47. 80
" 27 MANSUI MARU . N.K. 48. 80

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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APPENDIX 1V

| The following ise the intended programme for
H.M.A. Ship under my command until the return to Sydney.

| ARRIVE, PLACE, DEPART.

Tue. 2 Sept. Darwin gat. 6 Sept.

FISHERY SURVEILLANCE DUTIES.
Thur. 18 Sept. Darwin Sunday 21 Sept.

FISHERY BSURVEILLANCE DUTIES.

Mon. 29 Sept. Darwin wed.l Oet.(0.F.L.
in tow.)
Tue. 7 Oct. Thursday Is. Tue. 7 Oct,

FISHERY SURVEILLANCE DUTIES.

Wed. 15 Oect. Thursday Is. Sat. 18 Oct.

FISHERY SURVEILLANCE DUTIES.

wed. 29 Oct. Thursday Is. Fri. 31 Oct. (0.{.
| in tow))

Fri. 14 Nov. SYDNEY .

2. This programme is submitted only a e a gulde. All

dates are subject to alteration, being dependant upon the movements
of the Japanese Pearling Fleet.
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PLEASE RETURN
10

22/18 NAVAL ARCHIVES BRANCH |

: H.N.A.5. GOOTAMUNDRA,

at Sea,

The Flag Offlcer-in~Charge,

I lwu the honour to submit the Report of
Proceedings for H.M.A. g under my command for the peried 1lst
August to 19th August, 195

2, :; 0001 IX P{;‘m 1s% Angult t? ili;:l.p ;u
in position 10 min, 3 deg oo or
ntzr shallow .:2@ to amhlr' in mtw‘g Th.ll was found
the ship anchored in 40 fathoms at 0025 Ix o Welghing at
Ik, nru:ing comnenced at 0700 IK.

Normal surveying continued through Friday

"WARREGO" Joined the forenoon of Saturday 2nd
t!hnthgotn’ ther during the day and at

company

8 surveyed toge
13 "GOOTAMUNDRA" took her last 'fix', then proceeded %o clos
ﬂﬂt "WARREGO" and then "SyaAN" to collect ‘mail and personnel for
Parwin. On detached from "SWAN", the ship carried out
several ceremonles to celebrate mhtun of tho survey and
farewell signals were exchanged, course being set for Darwin at
1905 II nnm, 2nd August.

and most

be Thus ended what was an interesting
instructive period for the officers, particularly as
station ke but also what was Decoming a very |
routine for the ships company. Pull credit lut go to the
technical hands in the ship who kept A/8, Echo Sounder and Radar
sets going throughout the peried. The leb Sounder, txupt rlr th.
last 'fix' on one day, was 100f% operational thrmshout. Wit

5. Arriving at Darwin 0705 IK, m 3rd Luglut,
the ship secured to the Boom Wharf, During tho day
my Navigating officer, Lieut. J.8, Dickson R.A,N, ud mt. GE. .
Cockram R,A.N., I was taken by the R,A,A,F. in a 'mnuhl bomber e
hﬂnmnlcnﬂutbmmﬂim to Cartier |
Island and Ashmore Reef. The value of this m;m was
inestimateable and paid welcome dividends when approaching this
area in the ship shortly after. Also of value was the excellent
ehicken salad lunch and seemingly inexhaustible supply of fruit
juices (cold), coffee and fruit available on passage. Unfortuneately,
my nmnuug officer was not present to take note,

o
L
" L]
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" and course was set %‘?wuu
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geologliets from the Department of

at 1800 IX 3»d August to
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Returning on board at 1700 IK and having eabsrked

thence to Cartier
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g: Puring the period, astronomical observations of

1@ ships peosition were taken and pauit:ten of the islands fixed

while an excellent plot of the reef ete. in the immediate vieinity

was obtalnable by eye and on radar, All data is being correlated

and forwarded to the Hydrographer, R.A.N, "

IK , I proceeded to and anchored

12, We at 1400
IK -

off the Western end of er Island Reef in 22 fathoms at 1805
distance from the edge of the reef was 2% ocables, The tide was

practically full flood (neaps) and the reef covered by water but an
ﬂ:-pt by the Fkrst Lieutenant in the metor-cutter to cross the
outer

was thwarted by breaking seas. As 1t was evident it would
be some fs before the tide would rise sufficiently to allow a
party to land, the effort was abandoned and I welghed and proceeded to £

Darwin in which I arrived at X070 IK Sunday, 1l0th August
seouring alongside "FREMANT_E" at th?nmﬂl thrf: S

12. Fuell completed, the ship shifted to inner
Stokes Hill wharf at 1400 IK Sunday, 10th August and in this berth
I remained until slipping and proeceeding to Pili at 1140 IK Tuesday
12th August. "SWAN" entered harbour at 0730 IK Monday llth August,
and " @o" at 0930 IK Tuesday, 12th August, T.E., 260.0.0,1
being disbanded at this time.

‘i'='.-ll- b R

14. After a pleasant voyage, I anchored in Dili
harbour at 0500 H Thursday l1l4th August, On arrival, the ship was
boarded by the Harbour Master, Lt. Odr. P,C, Sampaic P.N., the Chief
of Military Staff, Captain M,H. Chorao de Carvalho and the Seeretary teo
the Governor, Lieut. D.R,S.M, de Carvalho Braga, whom accorded a formal
welocome and hoped ouf stay would be a pleasant one. At 1015 H, I

landed to eall on the Australlian Consul, Mr, F,J.A, Whittaker, then
accompanled by hlm, calls were made on His Excellency, the Aaiin,g
Governor, Lieut. Colonel Manuel A.G, de Agular, the Chlef of Police
and the Administrator of Dili, The Australian Gonsul returned on

board with me while all ealls were returned 'en masse' at 1600 H.

15, Friday, 15th August be a close religlous
heoliday saw little activity in the pert. A pe soccer team was
defeated 8-1 by the locals sporting club, this mateh being watehed by
some 4,000 spectators. At night, the Governor entertained the officers
| to drinks before dlnner.

| 16. Saturday 16th August was most active., Sightseeing trip,
'; in three groups, were emesggéd for officers, Chief's and P,0.'s and

' Junlor ratings respectively. All had s most enjoyable day, the ships
company stating the major objeet of thelr ho=ts was to riu them with
yino? food then more "Vino", In this they were most suscessful
ttmuaﬁ fortunately nobody dlsgraced themselves, The officer's party

was & flight to Baucau, some minutes flying time east of Dili,
,‘mﬁwlnﬂ we were shown several nearby vil 8 and settlements before
;;w-_..,:ﬁt:ung to Baueau proper for a swim followed by a most excellent

| on as the guests of the Administrator for Baucau,

In the evening Saturday 16th August, an official
party was held on board,

| 18. At 1200H Sunday 17th August, I welghed and proceeded
from Dill and anchored Quaranténe Anchorage Darwin at QBOSIK Tuesday 19th
August, After inspection by Customs and Medieal Qfficers, berth was
shifted to Fort Hill Wharf for fuel and stores from "Kimbla®
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19. ieutenant Commander (P) R.E. Bourke R.A.N,
assumed command at 1630 IK Tuesday, 19th August, 1958,

20. 8ince the completion of survey duties, there has
been a noticeable improvement in the morale and splrlts of the ghips
company and the trip to Pill was undoubtedly a just reward after some
three months extensive steaming. Ships husbandry has been progressed
and I consider the arrival of fresh supplies of paint ete. will soon
see a vast lmprovement in the ship's appearance. Mechanically, the ship
is sound though the quieter steam conditlons while on the pearling
grounds will enable a backlag of tenance to be taken in hand,

P A a——

I have the honour to be,

Blr,
i - Your obedlient servant,

|
i
| W
:

| Lieut. Commander (X) R.A.N.

CAPTATIRN,

IS T N PP ——

Coples té t= The Secretary, DEpartment of the Navy. (2)
N.@.I.C.N.V.A. b Sy
#%he Hydrographer, R,A.N,. -
The Captaln, H,M.A.S, SWAN

¥ B iE m g gm o roralil e Sy g ¥
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The Captain, H.M.A.S. COOTAMUNDRA, at Sea,
lst August, 1958. 22/18.
The Flag Officer-in-Charge, EAST AUSTRALIAN AREA,

I have the honour to submit the Report of

o

nuol”.t.;rttl.ll Ship under my command for the month of
m,. -

At 0001 IK, Tuesday July lst, the ship

. 48 min. South, 129 . 55 min. East,

mol 11 kno from Darwin

m“m vlth 'mr' at 0700 IX,
and persomnel was carrisd

to station for at

ion of survey at 1911 IK.

A delay to the programme occcurred on
mm,mmswrmnmorq
£ 1115 IK. This necessitated st on
defect was made d and anchoring at
Justments were effected. On we
continued until 2000 TX when I closed
records prior to being detached at
2110 IX to transfer mall ete. to "WARREGO" at the North-West
.ﬁ'f‘“.ﬂlt

Rendezvousing with "WARREGO" at 0050 IK,
July, mall .t:l.l :u transferred by boat and I
rulnwﬂn wil SWAN". The nlghtes steaming was
good opportunity to run in
IK, surveying

w to P.M,

rd
to
| most opportune as it afforded
| the new bearing. Belng in station at 0700
| commenced and normal routine then continued

llﬁﬁl: 5th July.

5 At 1908 IK, Saturday, 5th July, .
survey mmpmoamoqhm.naxmm'sm'
taking astern. Course was ntforﬁmmnﬁ

both ships proceeded in coupany at 8 knots.

6. Cape Foureroy area was reached and the
ship anchored in 9 fathoms with Port anchor at 0815 IX. The

remalnder of the day was passed in pleasant conditions
recreational parties were |
steak, beer issue, ete. and this most welcome break
froa m; and Parvin routine was most appreclated by all.

At O IK M th we and
7mmn in company wi am-"‘.{hlg ttl hor Servta

n‘l w I arrived and secured, outboard of "“wAN" at the
Boom , 2tarboard slde to, at 1515 IX,
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8. The ship then remained alongside in Darwin
until A.¥, 11th July. During thils iod, ship maintenasnce was
continued and the ship's e recge ndlmloummo

attention. ¢.T.E, 260.0.0.1 walked round the ship A M.

8th July, udth:tm nwummm
Party was e{lmuthnﬂhm dit of Darwin on the
qmmi of "SWAN", which getting was admirably suited for
the oeccaslion.

\l

2 At 1310 IX, Friday 11th July, I slipped
and proceeded in company with ISWAN® for the Flat

Top Bank m;
where some pearl hﬂor:unmﬂutnho

Under perfect luggers were sighted at mr::f-
2145 IK and I was dn.u.d to close a lm.r at 2155 IK. On

lfp hqn three echos were noticed to be nmu
cinity to that of the on rsdar. A cautious run in was
made and after

1::11: alongslde and warning,
they could underst the lugger's crew in md -nnmm}“
that a boat from "SWAN" would be over shortly, I proceeded to
inuu an:. the three uhn; each wt two nhln mt%
ugger spread more or less eve around. Nothing a o
gtage had been seen visually. Under the good radar condlitions, I
able to close each -um to under ¢ cable before losing
. Mhﬂﬂ out to be a palr of smwall metal buoys,
ttummmwmrtrotind.lmttrmm
been la1d out by the lugger riﬂ for divers,
this investigation, it was mo noted that as slow as 6
w0ts, using 25 deg. of wheel, the wake showed up gquite eclearly
the radar sereen.

'i

Al
g

10. At 2323 "SVAN",
duties as 'Policeman dlll.m.‘l:f m-mm'
"COOTAMUNDRA® opening out in sta

ng completed her

ships proceeded
tion, for the following days l“;;ﬂ.f

1. Surveyling mm;aﬂ at © IX Saturday, m
July, and nomal survey routine then continued untll "SWAN" was
closed for mall ete. at 197% IK Friday, 18th July.

-

12, Having recelved mall and personnel f‘r.
| "SHAR" and "WARNECO", Imm.dh:e'!l.ltlm
.{,ﬂ&,rﬂmnmn I arrived at © 'm-b;
July, securing port = h!mwlarf:_tm
At 0015 IK Sunday, 20th July, I slipped and
to rendezvous with "SWAN", who was g B g three mile
the North of (ape Foureroy. This I did, five cables

north of "SWAN" at 0912 IK. The shlp mnﬂ at anchor and
after an early lunch, a large prqartim of the ships company was
‘landed to pﬂiﬂpﬂt in the 'Far Cry' sports meeting between
"SWAN" and "COOTANUNDRA™, A ﬂﬂ od afternoon sports pﬂgﬂo
followed, the ships alternmating the lcad on polnts. After

last "ﬂt both ships were even m point scores and it was
decided the last event, the surf race, would count. Here, "SEAN"
took three of the firet mm-mm-m Ien.iol The
Beach' - noted 1ln firset place w&s sn offlcer on loan from the
"WARREGO". It is regretted also, "SWAN"Y earlier stole a march on
ot g e, 0 By B +”1a. the tug-ovar — s “EE
8 two win over "“JuAN the SWAN"
ralding party very smartly made off in a motor utirr with
‘COOTAMUNDRA'e" ships pennant which was only retreived after a
heavy *fine!' much later in the day.

14. Both ships welighed and proce udﬂ to Area i.
at 2300 IK; "COOTAMUNDRA" epnug cut during the night te be

station for survey which commenced at 0700 IK Monday, 21sg July.
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.

Cn completion of the days soundings, "COCTANUNDPA® was detalled to

tranafer mall eto. to "WARREGO" and I aocordi nade
rendezvous at 2330 IK and procceded to ﬂturnnfy ltttm: at 2345

IK.

15. After 5 delay in reaching station or retura
from "WARREGO®, sounding comcenced at 0741 IX snd the SUrvey
25th

continued as norumal untll sounding ceazsed at 1859 IX Pria
July. At this time, both ships ret ocourse for ng?-vln, 'éﬁgEMM'

elosing slowly during the night so az to be in staticn prior to
entering harbour,

16, "SUAN" having berthed at the Boom wharf, Darwin
I secured Port side te "SWAN" at O73C IX Saturday, 206th Jul;; tn
this berth I remained until P,¥, Monday 28th July.

: & & At 1217 IK, Monday 28th July, I slipped fram
"SWAN" and at 1242 IX, prauad;d in eoug:n.r with 'Bm'pgw Survey
Area DA, 1n which area we arrived at 0815 IX Tuesday, 29th July,
surveyling comnenelng ay§ th-t time. Survey then followed normal

routine gnd at 2359 IX Thursday st July, I was in position
10 deg. 08 min, Bouth, 128 deg.’45 min. East, searohing for &

comparatively shallow plaece in which te anchor,

18. Throughout the moath, the health of the ships
company has been good and morale likewlse. rtunity has
been takea te play sport vhile ia Darwin and zﬂg:uu o
swimsling and huating partles have been landed as eonvenlent.
Inur-h::n r:f-:::a lu.:.::m progressing in Darwin and the ship's
company P m rs for golf, criecket, tennis, w

and rifle shooting teans, i 3 .

i9. The state of thw ship continues te be goed.
Engineroom defects, for Thrust Bleek, have been of & minor
;ntlrc mg "t:l;: have zll been overeome. Constant maintenance has
esh Tegu radar, asdic and echo-seunder and exeept for a
major breskdown of the echo-scunder at the second last fix' on

the 31lst July, gear has bDeemn fully operaticnal throughout
mt.z. Ship maintenance has been, due to operational and ttnhm

econdltions, slovw, but werk done, although spparemtly dise ized
at times, has been thorough. I feal oonfident $h-t on complotion
of survey and resumption more 1 steaming undmlnl the
results of efrort $o date put inte years of mﬂu
rust, both sbove and between decks, will guiekly show.

I have the honour to be,
sir,

Your ebedient servant,

P, C. B. MARTIN
CAPTAIN

SARZTALK.

{Goples to )~ The Seevesary, Bepartuent of the Navy. (
‘i':ll *!’--‘-Il ll.ﬁli‘i'-;ﬁif’
e Beielle®y  GByden Jsland.
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APPENDIX "A"
RT OF PROCEEDINGS = ) 4

Miles steamed during month. 4183.7
Hours underway during month. 394

Pistance run per ton of

fuel for month, | 12,
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The Captadn, H,M.A,S, COOTAMUNDRA, a%t Sea.
Iat July 1958 22/18
The Mlag Officer -in- Charge, EAST AUSTRALIAN AREA

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - JUNE I958

8ix,

I have the honour to submit the report of proceedings
of H.M.A.8hip under my command for the month of June I958.

2. (At 0001 IXK Supday Ist June the ship was anchored 1in
position 12936 'South, 12424 East, in Survey Area 6, and remained

at anchor th:ro?ﬁt the day., Divisiogs and prayers were held during
the forenoon, after which hands 'Piped Down'. During the afternoon
t:irimatinhrpart competitions were conducted, 1.e. darts, tug o'war,
quiz, ete.

3 A% 0540 IK Monday 2nd June I welghed and proceeded to
take station for survey soundings, which commenced at 0735 IK.
Surveying then continued until p.m. Thursday 5th June, anchoring as
requisite on completion of esach day's run,

4. Having received mail etec. from "SWAN", I was detached
by C.T.E,.260,0.0.1. at I9% IX Thursday 5th June and set course,with
"FEEMANTLE" in company,for Darwin. With ¢ in hand minesweeplng
exercises were comuenced at 08I5 IK Friday 6th June.

2¢ The opportunity was taken to exercise my minesweeplng
party in the streaming and recovery of ‘'Influence' sweeps. The major
r.rt of the forenoon was thus occupled with "FREMANTLE" exerecising
ndependently astern., Both ships streamed '0'sweeps Just prior to
lunch break,on completion of which exerclses were carried out altering
ecourse,changing station ete. All sweeps were recovered at 1500 IK
and course was once again set for Darwin,pass over FLAT TOP BANK
en route. On reaching FLAT TOP BANK at 1800 1X stopped both ships
for twe hours in the hope of ecatching sufficlent fish to rellieve the
strain for one meal on the victualling allowance. This effort proved
abortive,the sum total for both ships beling five large toads and
tvo emall inedible sharis.

6 At 0730 IK I arrived at Darwin and secured Port side

t; FORT HILL wharf at that tiae,with "FREMANTLE" securing outboard of
me some I0 minutes later. Both ships remained in harbour until the

following evening,fuel and stores belng esbarked during the stay.

7. Slipping at I9I0 IK Sunday 8th Juns,I vroceeded,

with "FREMANTLEY ip ceapany,to rendezvous with ¢,7.E,260.0.0.1. in
Survey Area 6. Passage was made without delay and I rendezvoused with
¢c.7.E. and earrie!l cut jacistey transfer of personnel, stores and mall
at o IK Tuesday IOth Juge. On completion of transfer T opened to
gtation to commence survay, |

8. Eirﬁ:{lng na::}nnaa throush %o p.m.tJﬂna I5th. During
the first part of this period my radar was lnoperative, spare parts
ordered not having m?uﬂ prior o departure parwin.fowever, I am
plessed to eay,by sheer temaclty,will-power,ingenulty and hard work
my newly rated ef R.E, nm.so& to have the set going and 1in so

d.al.n.girﬂll: Justified,particularly in the eyes of those who aselsted
him,his recent advancement.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1072913



-( 23~

9. At I525 IK I5th June soundings were completed and after
closing "SWAN" for transfer of records,the Task Element set course
for Darwin., During the forenoon Monday I6th June weather conditions
prevented exerclses but by I%00 IK had moderated sufficlently for
¢.7.E. in"SWAN" to detach "FREMANTLE" and myself for minesweeping
exercises,

I0. Opportunity waes taken on this occasion to exerclse 'A!
sweep. In the first instance I operated as 'Slip* ship,"FREMANTLE" &
'Wineh'. Grass was passed to "FREMANTLE" but regrettably it parted
ag "PREMANTLE" opened out. Positione were then reversed and 'A' swee
wagsuccesefully passed between the two ships, Alterations of course
etc. were then exercised, sweeps being recovered on completion.

Majop lesson learnt was that the tyineh' ship should not attempt
opening out too early or too quickly. In addition 1% was all too
apparent that both ships lacked practice at 'A' sweeping and 1%t 1s
to be regretted that both could not meet more frequently for
minesweeping exerclses,

II. On uumglatinn of minesweening exercises both ships
rendezvoused with "SwAK" ,and after a short burst of 0.0.W.manoeuvres
the Element entered Darwin harbour,"COOTAMUNDRA" securing Port side
to BOOM wharf at I635 IK, "FREMANTLE" outboard shortly after.

12. The ships remained alongside until Saturday June 2Ist

and during this period as much opportunity ae possible was taken to
give the Ships Company recreation,organised and otherwlse. Considerable
trouble had been taken to o ise sport,motor trips ete.,dut 1in

spite of this 1t is regretted that a few of the younger and more

irresponsible members of the Shipe Company,along with those Irom other
gships,acted in their own conceptlon of the traditional manner for

gailors ashore, bringing the Service into some dis te and thus
causing many citizens ashore to judge all on the actlions of a very
small few.

Iz. The evening of Friday 20th June saw the occaslon of the
< first Mayoral Ball in Darwin and one in which the Service acquitted

ot itself honourably. Debutantes were presented and were escorted onto
1 . 3 the floor by various Officers of the Task Element. The Army and Alr
n% ? 5N Force,apart from being in the officlal Party,took no part in the
AL 3 .. |_proceedings,and 1t was most 1tifyving to see our Officers
\ &N\ ¥ the-liIVti'ﬁE“v-Ii an stinetly,particularly when compared with
4 & the partnere the young la oined for the Debutante waltz. By
X and la the opening stages of the Ball were conducted in the Ddest
bt S tion and 1t was a pity therefore,after supper,to observe

some of the newly presented young ladies and their partners !'rockln'
- and rollin'' in bare feet in a2 eection of the Dance hall., Comment

= encountered in Darwin later was such ag to fully Justlfy HMaval
participation and i1t has no doubt done the Navy a lot of geod as
regards public relations in Darwin.

T

}"u"";

1

I14. At IIAC IX Saturday 2Ist June I slipped and proceeded
in company with "SyAN" to Area 2,"FREMANTLE" having been detached
to pearling Patrol. On receipt of a si at I355 IK I returned
to Darwin to land one rating required in Sydney on compassionate

grounds.He beingntransferred to "MELVILLE's" Motor Boat at I550 IK,
I then proceeded to rendezvous with "@WAN" in Area 2,

I5. A temporary breakdown of Maln Feed Pump during the
forenoon of Sunday 22nd June caused a delay in outward plﬂilgﬂ and
after llghtingb;g,ln' and * " at I329 IX, I anchored at 1444
in position I0 South,I27924 East.

16. Surveying recommenced Monday 23rd June and continued on
through until p.m. Saturday 28th June when soundings finished at

1217 IK and I closed "SWAN" for transfer of records,mail and personnel
at I3I0. On completion of transfer I was detached by C.T.E. %o

p!bﬂllg to Darwin rendezvousing with "WARREGO" for mail and personnel
en route.
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4y At 1536 IX 28th June I rendezvoused with "WARREGO" and
after transfer of mall and personnel set course for Darwin where I

secured Port side to BOOM ef at I0% IX Sunday 29th June.
Vietualling stéres for all three ships were embarked after securing,

leave being grented on completion.

18. Slipping at 1730 IK Momday 30th June I proceeded to
rendezvous uith.c'T.E.EGO.B 0.}. in Survey Area 4. At 2359 IX I was
in position I11°48'8cuth,K129%55'East on a course 306,3peed II knots.

19
I19. T t the month the health of the Ships Company has
{been good. Regrettably my L.S.A.(V).was landed early in the month
5{1 with coneussion (lncurred ashore),while my l.eading Cook proved
allergic to penleillin whieh had been given for boils. Morale of the

Ships Cempany is good,

20. Mechanically the ship is sound. Continuous vse has
bro

ught to light defects in Radar and A/S equipment gartiaulnrl
the fztttr ﬂhg:g;EEpﬂl l;ggiirr obvlous old lggunnd’ 8 4
W

kept gninia
“ literallx_hxilh§§z_u, ~D0% las a lot of maintenance. The engine-
. 7 room department 1s runn well,only normal running defects now
Deing encountered. Externally maintenance is progressing, though the

prasent shortage of Seamen 1s making 1t diffiecult to ecope with rust

mwade more active under present weather conditions. This sho
will be more acute if Seamen continue to be drafted without relief.

I have the honour %o be
8ir,

Your obedient servant

- Lieuténant (X) R.A.N.
T AZIN

Conlies to :-

| The Secretary, Department of the Navy. (2)
The Naval Offieer -in- Charge, NORTH WEST AUSTRALIAN AREA
Senlor Qfficer, Hydrographlic Service
c,7.E,260.0.0.1.
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The Capbain, H.H.A.5. COOTAMUNDRA, at Ses,
3ist May, 1958.

22/18
The Flag Officer-in-Charge, EAST AUSTRALIAN ARRA.

REFORY OF PROCEEDINGE -~ MAY 1958.

8ir,
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Hours underway during MONLR ..cccceeccsssssssscccse 406 24/60 Houwrs

of fuel for m SEPINLIRONERIOEOS SEESN I&-ﬁ: Miles.
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Commontoealth of Qugtralia.

Bepartment of the Naby.

Ropal Qustralian Nabvy.
From Thﬁﬂﬂaptﬂ.ln, ...... H.:.MJ.&.ABHGOQTMHDM - at SI dn_By ...............................
Date....D. M8y, 1958, oo RESETENCE INO. . rsmramommmmmimmemmessispammst

Sip
: I have the honour to submit the report
of proceedings of H.M.A, Ship under my command for the

month of April.

Ce The beginning ofthe month found the ship
in Captain Cook Dock. Undocking was carried out on the 9th
April, when moved by tugs and secured alongslde North End
0il Wharf. The ship remained in that berth until 24th April
when moved by tugs alongside "ARUNTA" at the Cruiser Wharf.
The close ofthe month saw the ship still in thls berth.

e For the entire month the ghip has been
in Dockyard hands undergoing refit. Long leave has been
granted to t e members of the shlips company who were
antitled(E? samek. '

4. Due to the large amount of work
undertaken by the Dockyard, well intended plans of
completing the ships company long leave early went somewhat
askew as the preponderance angd ever increasing numbers of
dockyard workers prevented ships husbandry belng progressed
as hoped for. However, alarge amount of preparation has
been completed and given fine weather, a few days at sea
gshould see the ship as clean, externally, as onrcould hope
for.

5e | The health and morale of the ships
company has been good and the ship ls as sound as one

. could expect whilst in Dockyard hands. All major defects
have been dealt with and it 1s anticipated that all but a
few minor defects willbe completed before departure for
Northern Waters.

y

Lieut. Commander (X)R.A.N.
CAPTALN.,
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REPORT OF PROCELEDINGS-MARCH,1958-

"H.M.A.S. COOTALUNDRA,

(The Captain,H.M.A.S. COOTANUNDRA's letter 6LA-5 dated 1st

- E.A., 682/2/122

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

April,1958)

i

EPARTMENT OF TE

THE SECRETARY,D

Forwarded fo¥ the informeticn of the Naval Board,

Naval Headgusart

ers,

Potts Point,Sydney.

28th April,1958

& NAVY.

Les) 3w . AmRac
REAR ADMIRAL
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, Royal Australian Nafg.
N REPLY PLEASE QUOTE
No. L&A -§ E.M.A,.85.CO0TAMUNDRA

| At Sydney,
| 18t April, 1958.

The Flagy Officer in Charge,
EAST AUSTRALIAN AREA,

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS -« MARCH 1958,

sir,

I have the honour to submit the Report of Proceedhngs
for the month of March 1958.

2. ' , At 0001 on Saturday lst March the ship was in position
39769 8, 151%5 & for Hydrographiec Investigations,whiech were completed
without ineident, at 0800 on 3rd Mareh.

3 At 1315 on 3rd Mareh I entered Harbour and secured
alongside Xuttabul Dolphins. iR

4. A class of four Merchant Navy Offleers,§y /minecweeplng
class from H.M.A.S.,WATSON and the Base Chgplain,Chaplain Hilller Jjolned

the ship at 0800 on Tuesday 4th Mareh., I slipped and proceeded at 0850
and on elearing the Heads,the chaplain scattered the ashes of the late
urgeon Commander D.M,Austen R.A.N.%. On conpletion of the ceremony,the
class streamed the starboard Orepesa sweep and the Merchant Navy Offittrl
eartied on with instruction in Radar Fixing under thelr course offlecer
Lieutenant Commander P.Burnett R,.A.N,

| 5. At 1550 on my return alongside H.M,A,S.WARREGO AT THE
| Fitting Out wharf,Acting Sub-Lieutenant G.Cockram jolned from leave on
| return fromn the United Kingdon.

6. At 0745,5th.leeh.ﬂinaswauplng.ﬁnd Radar Tralning classes

E were enbarked and I slipped and proceeded at 0030. At 0930, a violent
| thunder storm was encountered,and as the weather allowed nelther Radar
Training nor aninesweeping,l returned to harbour and anchored in Vaucluse

Bay.

7. whilet at anchor,the A.D.Mark 4 sweep was sreamed and
was recovered after the ship proceeded at 1350.The A.0.Vark 4 was then

streaned and recovered,and having completed the day's program:se, 1
returned alongside M, M.A,.8,KCOKABUR 4 at Kuttabul Dolphins.

8. I siipped and proceeded at 0830 on éth Mareh, with
minesweeping classes from H.M.A,.S,.8YDUEY :and WATEON. Aslngle orepesa
and the Acoustic sweeps were streaced and on completion I returned

alongside Kuttabul Doliphlns. |

9. I slipped and proceeded at 0830 on 7th Mareh to unnslota
ninesweepingprogranue and returned alomgside Kuttabul Deolphins at 1225K.

10 The ship eommenced leave and reflt prelod on the 10th
March and remained alongside Kuttabul Dolphins until the 19th when
shifted by tugs to the Fitting Out Wharf,

& on 25th March, the ship was docked in Outer Captain
Cook Doek and was in doeck for ‘nn remalnder of the month.

12. To date,apart from normal problens encountered durlng

a refit, progress has been satlsfactory.The ship's appearance has naturally
.M’detnrilkigigut full opportunity has been taken of the use of Dockyard
facilitiesd to progress ship's husbandry,and subjeet to satlsfactory
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H. M. A.S. COOTAMUNDRA - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - FEBRUARY, 19568,

(The Ceptain, H.M.A.S, COOTAMUNDRA's letter 193/64A/4 dated
lst March, 1958, )

II

B.A, 682/2/122
THE SECRETARY, DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY,

e

Forwarded for the information of the Naval Board,

Oe The reference at the end of paragraph 13 is to a
report of the successful towlng of a minesweeper by a
helicopter,

(Sgd.) D.H. EARRIES
REAR ADMIRAL.,

Naval Headquarters,
Potts Point, Sydney.

19th March, 1958,
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Ropal Australian Naby.

IN REFPLY PLEASE QUOTSB

Hu_._ﬁfyi: 64‘ﬂ - A
H.H.A. S, COOTANUNDRA,
8 a
lst Mareh,1958.

Flag Offieer-in-Charge,
EAST AUSTRALIAN ARER.

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - FEBRUARY,1958,

8ir,

§ have the honour to submit the Report of Proceedings
for H.M.A. Shlp under my command for the month of Pebruary,1958.

At 0001K 1lst February ship was in position 32°33' south
152" 53" East eourse 2 speed 10 knots returalag te Sydney after

e ing out Hydrographle investigations. Sydney lieads were entered
at 075°K and I seeured alongside “Sprightly" at Kuttabul Deolphins
at 0825KX in whiech berth the ship remained until Tuesday 1lth February,

Je During the period :longside minor engine room defects
were made good and full advantage was taken of the opportunity te
progress with shl;s husbgndry around the r deek and superstrueture,
Wet weather prevented all being done as or Yy hoped for but at
least, with the ald of a2 large number of power tools, a considerable
amoun utuntmmmitmthciroaluhnﬁtﬁolnp- slde was
given a mueh needed coat of paint,

4. At 1315K 11th February, I slipped from Kuttabul Dolph-
ins and secured to No.4 buey to awalt B.7.T. whiech was to be taken
to Jervis Bay. The B.P.T. was placed alongside at 1410K. At 18%0K
vord was received that the tow to Jervis SBay had been esancelled.

5e On Wednesday l1l2th February the L.?.7. was removed at
0830k and at 1600K I slipped and proceeded for S.A.R. duties in the
Tasman Sea. During the day a eclase of eight ordinary Seaman plus
instructor had been embarked from "Gydney" for tralning in Helusmans
duties. A rough sea was encountered imueilately on elearing the Héads

and within two hours approximately 50%f of the ships company were siek.

6. By A.M. Thursday 13th February, the weather had moderated
elightly and as a distraction for those members of the ships eompany

fit enough to take interest small arms practice and instruetion was
carried out on the sweep deek. The rendezvous position for S.A.R. duties
was reached at 090K Fri l4th February and the ship remained in the
vieinity until the Royal Alreraft had passed overhead., ¥W/T contaet,
unfortunately, was not made with the alreraft although 1t could be heard
quite clearly. The agireraft was unobserved but on its passing I set
course for Jervis Bay where I was to colleet an A/S target to be towed
to lmo{. The weather by thls time had moderated and econditdmns at sea
vere quite pleasant,

Te At 1758K Saturday 15th February, Beecroft Head was
sighted and at 2203K, having negotiated the lllihonmi and fleet units
without mishap, I anchored off Captalns Point, Jervis Bay. The target
was placed alongside at 2220K and after muiu towing arrangements
ete,, I weighed and proceeded at 2238K. Shortly after elearing Point
Perpendicular it became apparent that in spite of the fine weather and
sea conditions the tow was not behaving at all well. At 0125K February,
16th, I stopped to trim, if possible, the tow down by the stern. This
vas managed by floodiag the after compartment and at 023%0K I was able

to proeeed with revolutions on for 9 knots.
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the worse for wear.

9. Monday 17tk Fﬂlm:z }u spent alongside embarking
stores ete., and at O8%0K Tuesday 18 ebruary having embarked a
¢lass of Merechant Serviee Offiecers from Watsen, I slipped and procedd-
ed for radar na ticnal training. As would appear usual with “dally
running® calm itions with passing showers prevalled outside and
these together with an abundgnee of shipping gave the elass under
instruetion ample opportunity to develop their talents, I returned
to harbour and secured alongside "warrego" at 1540K.

10. Wedne 19th February was spent side and
at 1405k on Thursday 20th February, ha embarked a second training
elass of 15 © SMMJ.lntn- rrmth-:gﬁ-'pm
4% tons of free freight ammunition for Xargd & w@iml
proceeded, M.R.L, 253 was taken in tow off east side of Garden
Island at 1445 and I thenee proceeded down harbour, Weather conditions
mlhdﬂﬂtth%mmﬂmﬁummmum
been forecast. On elearing heads I set oourse to the southward
intending to rum south along the 100 fathom line and thus get the best
of the southerly set and be elear of most shipping.

1l. At 1855k a strong southerly rain squall ed over
m:ﬂuxuumasmmmwxumtum5u which |
-y t up a moderate head sea. The ship and tow continued to ri

guite well and it was not nescessary to reduce speed at this stage.

2,

rlead, At approx 0310K 1t
roller falrlead and had become
the M,L.4 sweep falrlead. However,
.:; effective astion could be

approx 014K,

lately elosed the M.R.L, and having ascert-
ortably I remained in radar contact ﬂmu‘
regular intervals until dawn, dawvn the wind freshe
ened to about foree § and the subsequent seas made 1t lmpossible
to effeet recovery of the tow. The M.,R.L. at this s wvas approximat-
ely 10 mlles east of Polnt Perpendicular ri almost beam on teo the
wind and sea but ared eocufortable and not ing much water, I
declided to remaln the vieinity of the M.R.L. keeping in visual
et s the day the L a-rl’mu; ot e e
l.l- q ' ¢ o
water than I was when he into the sea, By
had ercssed the 100 fathom 1 and
at about 2 knots. Although taking

first wateh a particularly
door and vertic-

heavy swell over the bows carrl
iwe lifted the

al roller of the fo'castle breaskwate
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no traee of the sliding door,

15. At 22nd February an unknown merehant ship whieh
refused to identify its or acknowledge any signals approached the
vieinity of the M.R.L. and for some minutes there was speculation as to
whether or not it would hift our tow., Luek was with the merehantman and
he missed by about two eables,

16, At 0726K Saturday 22nd February the weather had

moderated suffieiently to attempt te recover the tow. I stopped and

lowered the whaler hoisting same at 074K having transferred my Bosun

and four hands to the M.R.k. whiech was taken in tow at 0827k, Unfort-

was sustalned to th:h. brackets
ldéng sweep gear aft when my stern on two oeccasions toushed M.R.L.

This is regretted but to pass the tow it was necessary to be as elose

to the M.R.L. as possible and with the wAPe in the water the shipz serews

eould not be turned without risk of fouling. On passing the tow course was

set for Jervis Bay. At this time there ra.lnlt.lll an eight to ten foot

swell from 210° and the wind foree 3 - 210", The tow was resovered in a

position 20 miles 8.85.E. Polnt rlmnﬂular.

17. Slow progress was made to Jervis Bay but net without
interest as 1t was revealed the M.R.L.party had transferred without food
or water. ﬂrﬂlnnr{ Seaman Training Class was then given a demonstration
of provisioning at sea, A tin of provisions was attached to an ancher
buoy and this was floated aft attached to a 8 line being expertly
ﬂtriom by the M.R.L. party with a magke grapreld.

18. I entered Jervis Bay at 16%0K and subseguently anehor-
ed off Captains Point at 1800K. 2130 K the parted tow having been
recovered, towing wire and gear cked I weighed and proeeeded, Pur

the li“l. of the 2%rd February the weather onece deteriorated

this time brought with 1%t a short shoppy sea whieh egused me to reduece
speed, Slow progress was made during the day and I set sourse for

Twofold Bay there to walt better weather conditlions. At ©0327K Men

248h February I anechored ian Twofold Bay off Eden township. The weat

by this time had dropped to almost ealm eonditions,

19, Pur the forenoon Monday 24th Mrur{.:hc tow
was checked onee altered as requisite in preparat for the
renainder of the vopage to Melbourne, I landed in Eden to eonsult the
loeal lighthouse keeper re weather conditions ete,,, Contaet was alse
made with the keeper at Gabo Island and as both these gentlemen forecast
falr weather for the next few 8 I rang the @hief gtaff Offiecer to
appraise him of what had happened and my intentions re salling.

20. At 1310K Monday 24th February I wéigh®d and proeecded
and transferred to the operational control of N.0.I.C. S.E.A. on rounding
Gabo Island at 1830K. For the remainddr of the voyage rurulthrm
enjoyed it keep accurately to the weather in speeclal feorecasts

from A.C.N.B. - these were most appreelated, I ﬂtntllzl ly anehored off
Gellibrand Light, Port Melbourne at 1123K Wednesday Z20th February with
Just under fuel remaining. |

21. At 1250K having reecovered all gear from M.R.L. 253
for return to Sydney the M.R.L. was transferred to tugs and I proececded
to secure ide Nelson Pler for fuel, Nowever the ¥U,8. Navy had
arrived and as all the fuelling party avallable was tending 1ts needs
I shifted berth teo Quter West Wing Station Pler se starboard side
to at 1447Kk. There be no prospeet of fuel until the next morning hands
piped down and overnight leave was granted.

22, At O817K Thursday 27th February I shifted berth to
@.F.L. at Gelllibrand to fuel ship. After some delay fuelling was eommenced
at 1011K and I eventually slipped and proeeeded for HNydrographilec
Investigations at 1245k,

::ntolr while passing the tow minor
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2%, At 2 Priday 28th Feb the shlp was in
position 39° 59 sSouth zgi,‘ 05t East course © speed 10 knots
for the initial firing position for the next series of
investigations.

24. In spite of the bad weather during the month ships
husbandry above deeks has progressed satisfoetorily., Minor defeets
have eecurred in the engine room, these have becn made good and the
ship is mechanieally sound,

25, The conduet and health of the ships company has
been good. All members of the ships company are working as a team and

this was nt when the whalers erew to recover the tow eonsisted
of 1 L.M.E, 1 E.M, 1 L/SEA, 2 ‘s and one Sub/Lieut. The
seaman t© - ses fronm ‘Sydney", onee having found their

11 oc than appreciate subting to prastiee sse sil 1hes hod Lesret.
appre e pu prase use earnt in
the training-ship "Sydney", - 4

I have the honour %o be,
8ir,

Your obedlient Servant,

i

untmgt er-'rnhr {X) R.A.HN.
CAPTALRN,

il
_—

———
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Miles steamed during the month. 22314

Miles steamed sinee eommisslonling. 79,0279
Hours underway during the month. 272 45/60
Hours underway since sommissioning. | 8736 45/60
pistance run per ton of fuel for month/ 109 Miles,

el
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HM.A.,S5., COOTAMUNDRA - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS,JANUARY,1958.

The Ceptain,H.M.A.S., COOTAMUNDRA's letter 178/6LA/3 dated 1st
February,1958

11

E.A, 682/2/122
THE SECRETARY,DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY.

Forwarded for the information of the Naval Board.

REAR ADMIRAL

Naval Headquarters,
Potts Point,Sydney. o

17th February.
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s Ropal Australiam Naby.

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTEB
Hﬂ.uz.:._."## ¥ "t

H.M.A.85., COCTAMUNDRA,
at Sydney,

1st February,1958.

Flag Offieer-in-Charge,
EAST LUSTRALIAW AREA,

8ir, | -

1 haove the honour to submit the report of proeceedings
of H.M.A. Ship under my ecommand for the month of January,b1958.

2e At OO01K on the lst January the ship was seccured glong
slde Kuttabul Dolphins in whieh berth we remained until the 7th January.
During this peried work was progressed in clecaning ship and stores and
trigle equipnment embarked,

. B At 130CK on the [th January I slipped and proeeeded for
@Gabo Island area. Sterboard "O" sweep was streamecd f7r exeirclise during
the afternoon and it was pleasing to obferve that the ships minesweeping
team were able to stream and recover sweep in a time ecvmpatible with a
fully worked up snd coperationsl minesweeper,

4. Having Z:naiv-ﬁ word dur’:g the night that the rfather

ef P.O.M.,E, Purdy had I proceeded t¢ Jwofold Bay amd anchored
off Eden at 1020FK on the &th Jgnuary., P.0.M.E, Purdy was landed by
whaler mznned by Engine Rcoom Dept. and I welghed and proceeded at 1120K
and rendezvoused with "Kookaburra" off Gato Jsland at 1350K. Exerelses
commeneed at 1/1/Kk and eontinuevd unvll 1500K SUb January when bad
weather ealled a temporary halt. I reéurned %o Twoufoid Bay anchoring off
Eden at 2042ZK.

5e Weather having woderaied J weighed Sind proceeded at
0600K 10th January arriving on station at 0§3(K. Exereises were re-
comneneced at 104K and in spite of unplin:nnt weather eoriitions resnin-
ing eerials were completed by 1l715K 1llth January. I set course for
Melbourne at the same time transferred tv the operational eontrol of
K.0.1.6. 8.E.A. Bad wecather necessliaited a reductlon of spesd at 21351

but by 01%0K 12th January I was again able to proeeed at 10 kuots arriving
at Port Melbourne and seeuring at Quter West Wing Station Pler gl Z2710K.
In this berth I remained wntll the 15%th January.

6. At 6P00K 15th January I siipved and proeeeded to Willlam-
stown for fuel., A rather siroung southeriy wind did nct assist the along-
silde to the oll lighter whieh had a berthing party of one eivilian hand
plus three fuelling party (eivilian) onboard. It was Intc»esting to note
that vhen asked to assist and take a lLIl the fueliling party replled

l "not ue mate, that'e not ou. Union's jou!" The stern being ¢loseé in hands
were put ebosrd the lighter and I alﬂuria without mishap. 4% 13CCK I
glipped and proceeded. M,L.4 sweep was stresmed and pulsed foi* cne hLhour

. while proeeeding down Port Phlililip Bay and passing through “he Rlp at
1808K 1 set eourse to rendezvous with "Kookaburra'" in the Cape Nilson area

At 100K 1ooh Jenuary 1 elosed *gookaburra®' foirr a hicaving-
line transfer of W/T erystals and minor stores. “Kooksburra® belng in
position 2t 1%%0K exerelses were commcnced al this (iwe and these contin-
ued until 1510K 21st January. In spite ol rather lnclement weather during
this period the full Cape Nelson and Cape

cﬂﬂtmuﬂdygﬁn.------.----
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Banks exereise program was eompleted and the visit to Adelalile was
eéaneelled, Several minor imid-ntl ocoured during this time one wrthy
of note being the feulling of my starboard serew withs 1§ 1lb.

This wae eleared by A/B Reynolds {on loan from "Watson”) the sterm nt
the time rising andfalling some twelve feet in the hesgvy seas that were

running.
8o At 1510E 21st January I set ecourse for Melbourne and duly

secured alongside oll lighter at Willlamstown for fuel at 1440K 22nd
¥an o Fuelling completed I slipped at 1700K =e alongéide Quter
West Station Pler at 1770K. In this berth the ship remained until

Sunday 20th January.

9. On Bunday 26th January a party of seventeen Ses-Cadets =
was embarked during the forencon., The intention had been to land then

at Portsea but unfortunately due to an unforseen delay in the engine-

room I was unable %o slip until 1330K - thig neeessitgted disembarking
sea cadets at Prankston. A% 1545K I siehored off Frankston pler and found
myself ¢nvolunt flagshlp of the Frankston Anniversary regratta.
Itmﬂ.lutu tthatluimm proeeecded st 1620k all sea-
eadets having been l ely put akhore, The n; was sleared at 1900K and

I set course for the Gabo Island ares.,

10, overt "Eookaburra" at 1200k I 2losed to give my
Sub-Lieutenants an oppor ty (very rare) to exersise atation-keep
Shortly after the defeet in the starboard engine reported in my si
7092 Jan., &mlopu and I slowed to allow Stemporary repairs to be

z:rl.ﬂ out anl ciosed "Kookaburra® at 1536K.

11, At 0600K 28th Jnuu'{ I transferred bgek to your operational
sontrol, "Keokaburra" bel on then next exereis? was eommeneed at
1200K and eontinued until t Januagry when due Te bad weather and
poor eommunieations the serial was eancelled., I then set sourse for Sydney.

12, At 2353K 31st January I was in position 32° 337 gouth 152°
53¢ Bast eourse 230° speed 10 knots.

13, Due to bad weather experienced at sea the ships husbgndry
'n deeks h.l reeeived a econsidergble set baek and I regret the ship
does not appear as elean as perhaps she should, However eonsiderablh
heavy rust been removed and the few days dito gained by onm.ttm

the vis:lt to Adelaide should see the set baek quiekly made good. Mino
defeets have ossured in the engine room but these have been made ‘ul
and the ship 1s, in generszl, meshanieally sound,

14. The eonduet and health of the ships eomp has been

Morale, in spite of the eontinued rough wegther, has ned very high,

This has in part been dues to eard competions ete., organized by divisionagl
us the sobering thought thnt no matter how the weather

we in "Qootamundra” have experienced the effeet on those "Kookaburra®
has no doubt been a lot worse.

{ offieers pl

I hagve the honour to be
gir,
Your obedient Servant.

4 M __,e"_-.-_-—_‘“"“*'

o Lieutenant Commander (X) I.AJI.
SAPTAIN,
\

H\\x_____ "

— = = . e - S — ™ - et
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APPENDIX "A" - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - MONTH OF JANUARY,1958.

Miles steamed during month, 3382.5

Miles steamed sinee lm!.lﬁnoning. 76796.5

Hours underway during month. 40 26/60
Houre underway since commissioning. 8738 45/60
Distanee run per ton of fuel for month. 11.4 Milees.
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