AWMY78

Reports of Proceedings,
HMA Ships and Establishments

HMAS AIR WATCH

Item number: 26/1

Title: January 1945 - January 1946

AWMY78-26/1

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1072942



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1072942



e e, = "-'-" Y
| 26 24
e :
W | _D.O.T.i. 2026/7/ JHAR, 440"
it 7 DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY.
@@ MINUTE PAPER.

D,N.I. (N.H,R.0.)%

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1072942



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1072942



——————————

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
MINUTE PAPER

. Cas1/s. J

_ | _ J _ o

% SusjecT M,/ "L VRS, FUNOLHCF Frocee Al
R.’ Wn_ i (?cu._) - Rae CO M unel v.u}-b covrracY arn Ran Mﬁﬂ»-ﬂa--r_l_ o MSL. s. 7 /f 7

5 He hﬂg-{,,q...l,ﬂ.-t LAl B M_.Ls, —M AT R G&nza.hll G--+\' ‘?»m.,a. o B..D.SL Aanans
OF o cowardemi) Huo¥ ASRs Ahould sctwse Ba sewme (D P rivands 2 As). MWHRE

“ D% %'fﬂfl f

S

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1072942



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1072942



| ~(copy)

_ FROM; : THE COMMAMDING OFFICER, H.M.A.S. "AIR WATCH"
. DATE : llth January, 1946.
i 24 The Secretary, Naval Board, through N.0.I.C.New Guinea,
SUBJECT REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER, 19L5.

Submitted in accordance with C.H.0. 97/43 and C.C.¥N.0. 19/45.

2., During the month of December 1945, H.M.A.S. "AIR WATCH" wae
attached to First Tgetical Air Force, Labuan, for Air Sea Rescue

| auties,
s On the 3rd December a 50 hourly overhaul was coumenced,
this being comple ted on 5th Decenber. gkf”

L. At 0815 10th December proceeded on engine trials to Kuala
Belait where the ship was anchored until 1523 hours, when it returned
to Labuan. ingines appeared to be quite satisfactory.

5 On the 20th December, 77 Squadron L.A.A.}. carried out
bombing practice on Pelong Rocks. The exercises were covered by
this ship, which, leaving Labuan at 0845 arrived at Pelong Rocks
at 1005, The bombing was completed by 1150 and the ship returned

= Lo bﬂEE-

Oe At 091> the 30th December, left Labuan to take Group Captain
llason, 5.0. Equipient, R.A.A.FP. Labuan to Jesselton, arriving at that
| port at 1310 nours. The ship remained at Jesselton overnight,
| returning to Labuan by 1715 the following day.

- To Morale of ship's company is satisfactory, but 50% of the
crew are arfected by skin troubles,

Se Efficiency Report

Main engines Satsifactory

Batteries Falr condition

Guns Good condi tion

Hull Has not been inspected for seven months

with little chance of slipping in the
near future.

— 9. Monthly Figures
llileage for month | U475 miles
Engine hours for month 25 hours
Average speed Tor month 19 knots
Puel consumed during month 1620 galls
Fuel consumption per hour 65 galls
Total engine hours since
\ conmniissioning 392 galls V
{ | | lotit oBHS &8/5
|
|.
'] (Signed) K. KAYE LieUt.R.A.N.V.R.
_J COMMANDING OFFICER

H.M.A.S."AIR WATCH"
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_. FROM : THE COMMANDING OFFICER, H.M.A.S. "AIR WATCH".
s DATE : Lth February, 1946.
pu 70 : The Secretary, Naval Board, through N,0.I.C. New Guinee.
[ , SUBJECT REPORT OF PROCUEDINGS FOR MONIIH OF JANUARY, 19L6.
Submi tted in accordance with G.N.O0. 97/43 and C.C.N.0.19/45.
s Until the 7th January the ship was stationed at Labuan

under Pirst Tacbicgl Air Force, R,A.A.T".

5 At 1830 left Labuan in company with H.ll.A.S5. "QUICKMATCH"
for Morotal and took up tow at 1930. The following umorning, owing
o bad weather it was necessary to slip the tow and proceed under
our own power until 1830 when the tow wasgain connec ted. The
remainder of the trip was without incident, the ship arriving at
Morotai at 0815 on 1llth January.

by On 1l7th January at 1110 proceeded to Cape Lelait to sink
a mine reported by aircraifte The area was thoroughly searched, but
the only object sighted was a floating barrvel. The ship then
re turned to harbour arriving at 1625.

De An Army survey party was taken from lMorotai to Japanecsge
Headquarters in Kau Bagy on the 29th January, leaving hapbour at 0630.
Two mines were sighted gt 0910 and 0925 in positions 01° 26' Worth
128~ 05.2' Eadt, and 01~ 20' North 128° 02.4' East. We endeavoured
t0 sink these but were unsuccessful owing to shortage of anmunition.
The Army party was put ashore at lL.olobata and upon comple tion of their
survey the ship returned to Morotai, arriving at 1940 hours.

6. The morale of the crew is satisfactory, but has been lowered
’rﬂcently as advice has been received that Hard Lying lloney has been
cancelled for this type of ship. whereas larger vessels such as
M,8.1."s, having much be tter accommodation snd conweniences are still
receiving the allowance, Heal th of the crew is Tair.
T Erficiency Report
Main engines Failr.
Batteries Need renewing but none available.
Guns Good order. |
Huall Requires inspection as scon as

slipping Tacilities are availabl

8. - lonthly Pigures

Mileage {for month 515 miles
Bngine hours 32 hours
Average speed for month 16 knots
Fuel consumed during month 1700 galls
Fuel consumption per haur 53 galls
Total engine hours since |
conmissioning 424 hours
cﬁGEEinRﬁH’a’Q

| (Signed) D. KAYE Lt.R.A.N.V.R.

| COIMMATDING OFFICER
| H- }LE . .d.fl . S . ".ﬂm T;TATCH"
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. ‘FROM: Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S. "AIR WATCH".
| S, i 4
| -~  DATE; 6 December, 1945,
| | |
TO0s The Seeretary, Naval Board, through NOIC NEW GUINEHA.

SUBJECT: REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - NOVEUBER, 1945,

Submitted in acecordance with NO 97/43 and CCNO 19/45.

| 2a During the month of November, 1945, HMAS "AIR WATCH"
41 was attached to 1st Tactical Air Foree, Labuan, for A,S.R. duties,

De At 0935 on 4 November, the ghip left harbour to bring
back a sick officer from RAAF ship 016~12, which was proceeding up the
coast approximately 20 miles North of Labuan. The officer was bransferred
to "AIR WATCH" which returned to Labuan, arriving at 1205, | *

[

bia - On 8 November, proceeded to Brookton for slipping, but
although Spring Tides, the ship was unable to be slipped owing to lack
ol water, and she returned to Labuan a.m, 10 November,

Ba RAAF operations advised at 0630 on 22 November, that a

—dinghy with three men in it had been adrift 211 night. The ship proceeded
;0 the East Coast of Labusn Is, and searched until 41020 when she returned
to base, The search was unsuccessful, but the men were located during
the afternoon on Daart Is.

| S P At 0755, 29 llovember, proceeded northward along the coast

of the mainlend searching for a "Mustang" missing from Palawsn, No
trace of the aircraft was found, and the ship anchored at Kudat for the

> night, returning to Labuan the following dav. *

R | _ Heal th and merale of ship's compeny is satigfac Béry..
-B. EFFICIENCY REPORT, |

Main engines : Very satisfactory Batteries : Fair condition,
Guns 3 EXeellent condition Hull : Badly reqguires

\ slipping and inspection.

| Qe | MO%_ Y FIGURES.,
| Mileage for the mont L70 miles,

Engine Hours for month | 38 hours,
| ~Average speed for the month 15 knots,
| uel consumed during month 2070 galls,
| Fuel consumption per hour Hi.5 galls.,

Total engine hours since commissg, 367 hours,

- (sgd) D. KAVE,
COMMAINDING OFFICER.
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REPLY Ppﬁ:asm QU | \/ : . s — 12 =
" noNG269/36, | 4.8
' 2 Office of the N.O.I.C. 4
- | New Guinea, Madange

18 November, 1945,

o ZJL Boyal Australian Namy.

The Secretary, Naval Board,
Navy Office,
BOUPNE S -G - 1 »

Forwarded for the information of the Naval Board,

-

A/Captain, R.A.N.
Naval Officer in Charge,

NEW GUINEA.

%1
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COMMONWEALTH of AUSTRALTIA.
Department of the Navy

—

~ROM: Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S, "AIR WATCH",

DATH: 5th November, 1945,
TO: The Secretsry, Naval Board, through Naval Officer in charge N.G.

SUBJECT: REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - OCTORER, 1945,

Submitted in accordance with N.0.97/43 and C.C.N.0.19/45.

2e At 1117 on the 3rd October, the ship slipped and proceedéd

to Sipitang with an R.A.A.F. Intelligence party to inves tigate the dis-
appearance of one Musteng, missing for three days. No information was
obtained and ship returned torbasezat 1645,

e On the 6th October at 1620 a report was received that a Kittyhawk

had crashed near Kimanis River. At 1625 H.M.A.S. "AIR WATCH" left base and

X proceeded to Kimanis, The wrecked plane was sighted on the beach at 1902,
At 1910 the ship anchored and the dinghy was sent ashore to pick up the

pilot, who was received on board, unhurt at 1934. The ship left Kimanis

at 1956 returning to base at 225,

de The ship slipped for Kimanis with R.A.A.F. Salvage party on 8th
October, leaving harbour at 1020, Howevey, at 1155, a signal was received
ordering her to proceed to Raffles Anchorage on the North coast of Labuan
Is, and search for 3 men believed to be in difficulties in a dinghy. The
position was reached at 1310, but a further signal received at that time
stated that the men were safe. In the circumstances the ship returned to
base, securing at 1402,

5 From 9th to 21st October, EH.M.A.A., "ATR WATCH" stood by at
Labuan for A.S.R. duties.

6. At 1235 on 22nd October ship was ordered to proceed to a position
30 miles North of Kuala Beleit to search for s landing eraft in difficulties,

However, ship was recalled at 1312 returning to base at 1350,

Te For the remesinder of the month ship stood by for A.S.R. dubiea.
8, The hemlth and morale of ship's company is of a high standard,
o EFFICIENCY REPORT.

Main Engines - very satisfactory

Batteries - Satisfactory

Guns - In excellent condition

Hull - Re.iquirea slipping = to be done early in November.,
10, MONTHLY FIGURES. |

Mileage for month 280 Milese

Engine Hours 18 hourse

Average Speed for Month 16 knotse.

Fuel consumption per hour 67 Gallse M

Total Engine Hours since commissioning 338 Hourse LD

(49 D Kaye

Commanding Officer,
H.M.A.S. "AIR WATCH",
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Roygal Australian Namy. - 7307, | -

— —_— LV/AN 3

/ SEC R_EI-—--: 9 ,,3;-‘- *j

2

Office of the N.0.I.Cs 4ﬁfg

| New Guinea, Madang, 4
11th November, 1945, ‘i

Naval Board, =
MELBOURNE ., i
HelloeAeD o+ "AIR WATCH" - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - SEPTEMBER, 1945, *
Forwarded for the information of the Naval Board., 3

!

- A/Captain ’ ReAJlN o
| Naval Officer in Charge,
New Guinea.
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 COMMONWEALTH of AUSTRALTIA.
Department of the Navy.

FROM: Commending Officer, H.M.A.S, "AIR WATCH".

DATE : 8 October, 1945,
TO: The Secretary, Naval Board, through N.0.I.C. New Guinea,
@ SUBJECT REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR MONTH OF SEPTEMBER, 1 .

Submitted in accordance with ¢.N.0.97/43 and C.C.N.0.19/45,

2e On the 2nd Septemb&r on instructions from Staff Officer,
Operations, 1st T.A.F. R.A.A,F. proceeded to Kuraman Is. at 1100 re-
turning to base 1845 the same day.

Se Fpom 3rd to 14th September the ship was standing by for
A.S.R. Dlltieﬂ.

L, At 1345 on 15th September stood by a damaged Catalina
teking off. Returnmed to base at 1530,

He From 16th to 19th Septenber the ship was at immediate
notice for A.S.R. duties.

6o On 20th Septmmber commenced 50 hourly overhaul which was
comple ted on 22nd September, |

Te As no docking arrangements could bemmde, ship proceeded

to Limbang in Limbang River at 1017 26th September, for the purpose of
clearing off weed from ship's hull, by the action of fresh water. At

1520 27th September, left Limbang, returning to base at 1804 the same

day. This trip also represented trials after the engine overhaul, and
the engines proved to be very satisfactory.

8. From 28th to 30th September, the ship was at immediate

notice for A.S.R. Duties,

9. Health and Morale of ship's company is of high standard,

10, EFFICIENCY REPORT.

Main Engines - Very satisfactory.

Batteries - Fair condition

Guns - Excellent condition

Hull - Require slipping for inmpection, Expect
to do so during October, k_/

T1e MONTHLY FIGURES.

Mileage for Month - 150 Miles

Engine Hours - 10 Hours.

Average speed for month - 15 EKnots

Fuel consumed during month - 550 Gallse.

Fuel consunption per hour - 55 Galls,

Totel Engine hours since commissioning -320 Hours,

-

D Kaye
Lg?) VOV T - RANYR,
cmandinﬁ Officer,
H.M.A.,S. "AIR WATCH".
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- St 4539

ﬁ Office of the N.0.I.C.,
N New Guinea, lMadang.
*,/ 24th, October 1945,

HelleAeSe "AIR WATCH™

~ REPORT ON PROCEEDINGS - AUGUST 1945,

Forwarded for the information of the Naval Board.,

shill s |
IN CHARGE;NEW GUINEA. 3
4.0.D.

A/Co
for NAVAL O
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.FROM Commanding Officer H.M.A.S."AIR WATCH".
DATE 1st September, 1945. Reference NNo,

TO Secre tary, llaval Board, through N.0.I.C. New Guinea.
‘ SUBJECT REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR MONTH OF.EUGUSE, 1945,

‘ Submitted in accordance with N.0.97/43 and C.W.0.19/L5¢

e From the 1st to 17th August in company with H.M.A.S.
"AIR CLAN" was standing by for Air Sea Rescue duties, one ship
being at immediate notice each day.

e \ On the night of 18th August stood by a Catalina drifting
in a high wind., A line and anchor was passed by skiff and ship
returned to base when Catalina was safely anchored.

b, Under the orders of A.0.C. 18t T.A.F. R.A.A.F. ship
proceeded to Tega Island AM 20th August returning to base PII the
same day.,.

De On 25th August carried out exercise witi aircraft, the
resul tsof which were very satistactory.

6o From 26th to 30th August ship was standing by for Air
Sea Rescue duties.

e Lieutenant D. Kaye RAITVR assumed command vice Lieutenant
E.B. Hophins RANVR on 31st August. Proceeded, Al the same day to
sweep harbour and stood by the landing of four Catalinas.

| Oe Heglth and morale of ship's company is very satisfactory.

9. EFFICIRICY REPORT.

| lMain Engines very satisfactory.
|
|
|

Batteries - in fair condition.
Guns - in excellent condition.
Hull - weed becoming rather prominent,
il will require slipping in near future.
10. MONTHLY FIGURES.
Mileage for month - 396 miles.,
Engine hours for month - 22 hours.
Average speed - 18 knots.
Fuel consumed during Y
mon th - 1330 galls, \
Fuel consumption pcr W
hour - 604 "

Total eng ne hours
since commissioning- 310 hours.

D. KAYE.

LIEUTENANT R.A.N.V.R.
H.M.A.S."AIR WATCH".
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Office Of NIOIIICI c.f'j:
New Guinea. lladang.
8th September, 1945,

The Secretaryi

Naval Board,
NELBOURNE.,

Helledeoe "AIR WATCH" - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - JULY 1945.

oubmitted for tﬁe information of the Naval Board.

mmander ReAeN s
for Nawa Officer in Charge
;" New G‘lliﬂ@& "
f ID L

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT0/72942



e/

Commonwealth of Australia, o~
Bepartment nf The Nawy. ! NAYAL OFFIOBR-1: . | ]

SFPTQ"

T.

Rogal Australian Namy.

From.. Commanding Office PJH'I“'A'S'MRWATGH

=——— -
TEARAEEESFFESFRFRan sl e

-------------------------------------------------------------------- .. Reference No...... Noe 8 / 45.
fo...The Secretary, Naval Board, MELDOURIE,

Throe. Naval Officer-in-Chaibgs, New Giiinsa.
Subject.Nionkhly. Report of proceedings for lonth of dwse, 1945.

Submitted for the information of the Naval Board in
accordance with N.0. 97/43 and C.C.N.0. 19/45.,

2e From lst July until 6th July, H.M.A.S. AIR WATCH was
serviceable at Air-Sea~Rescue wharg, Victorla Harhour,LABUAN,

Se On the 6th July, skipped A.lM. and proceeded to vicinity
of JESSELTON to provide Alr Sea Rescue cover for P.40 aircraft
E—ddadkneans 1N arca. Investigated native craflt off JESSELTON
inshore. Natlives reported Japanese had them under observation
from the shore. Sank the craft and took natives aboard for
their own safety.

4o At 12001 received orders from Alr Operations Room %o
proceed to position off KUALA POINT and awalt fubther instructions.
Arrived KUALA POINT at 15551 and ilnstructed to contact S.R.D.
Foress at TALAGA 1n MEURUDU BAY and inform them to search for
missing P.40 pilot. Arrived TATLAGA at 1830I unable to contact
party. Returned to LABUAN arriving A.lM. 7th July.

5o From 7th July until 16th July, H.JAS. ATLRWATCH was
serviceable at LABUAN,

Ce On 16th July departed LABUAN to cover strikes on JESSELTON,
returning P.l7.

7o From 16th July until 27th July, H.lM.A.S. AIR WATCH was
serviceable at LABUAN.

Be Departed A.lM, 27th July for KUALA BEILAIT to cover two
day strikes by alrcraft in KUCHING area, Arrived KUAILA BELAIT

P.l. 27th July. Departed P.ll. 28th July, arrived LABUAN Tmﬂ“ﬂ“y-

Oe Health and morale of ships! company remelns satisfactory.

ilqntnlliiunlnltg/l
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Bt 6339

Commonwealth of Australia.
Bepartment nf The Nawy.

Rogal Australian Namy.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

10. LTI CIENCY REPORT s

lain Engines - Very satisfactory.

Auxlliary Engine = Present "ONAN" alr cooled lightewegenerator
considered unsatisfactory owing to tropical
conditions. Water cooled auxiliary engine

| would give better results.

Batteries - oatlsfactory

Guns - In excellent order.

Hull - Falr, in need of docking,

11, MONTHLY TTCGURES. 3

Distance steamed during month G40 "~
Hoﬁrs under welgh during month 485 IO |
Average speed for month 14 ZKnots

Gallons of fuel expended during month 2260

Gallons of fuel expended per hour 47 gallons
Total distance steamed since commissioning 3368 miles
Total hours under weigh since commissioning 272 hours

Date Commlssioned 27th November, 1944,

2 Q4 oAt
Lieutemmv.ﬁ.

COMMANDING OFFICER.
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St 4339 | ;_: F* e
e f I iy ﬁngal Australian Nauy ‘
e
IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE U i A '
 N.G. 269/36., -
Office of N.0.I.C., 2
New Guinea. Madeng,  .J/gA/ .-
23 July, 1945, F.f’"f mﬁ
The Secretary, . J&,,Wﬂ
Neval Board, P i
MELBOURNE .

"ATR WATCH" = REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

4
| HoM,A,S
MAY AND JUNE - 19L5

Suybmitted for the information of the N a);al Board.

o

A/Captain, R.A.N.
Naval Officer in Charge,

D /,l/./(_f\(-’*""’?'O')11 | New Guinea.
U
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Commanding Officer, HMAS "AIR WATGCEH".

N
5
2

VAo DFFICER-HN-CH2RCE,

:
2

3rd, JULY, 1945, REFERENCE NO. 7/45,

1 JUL 1845
The Secretary, Naval Board, MELBOURNE,

THRO Naval Officer in Charge, NEW GUINBA.Y . ... A

i e

SUBJECT: MONTHLY REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR MONTH OF JUNE 1945,

. |

Submitted for t he information of the Naval Board in
accordance with N.,0., 97/45 and ¢.C.N.O.

From 3lst. MAY until 3rd. JUNE, 1945, HMAS "ATIR WATCH"
was stationed at MOROCTAT under the operational orders of 1st.
Tactical Alr Force, R.,A.A.F.

| On 3rd, JUNE, in company with HMAS "AIR CLAN", departed
MOROTAT at 0600 I under tow by HMAS "GLENELG" for BRUNEI BKY, NORTH
BORNEO. HMAS "GLENELG" formed part of convoy escort, Proceeded to
BRUNEI via MINDANAO and PALAWAN ISLANDS. Arrived LABUAN ISIAND,
BRUNEI BAY at 1010 I, 14th., JUNE after uneventful tow., This was
Z plus 4 day. At 1100I anchored in Victoria Harbour. At 2100I,
Alr Raid Warning Red, all clear at 2140I., Air Raid Warning Red at
2230I. Action stations manned., One bomb dropped harmlessly in
harbour. Enemy single seater fighter Typen0SCAR dropped bomb and
was shot down in flames over harbour, All clear at 2300T,
Alr Rald Warning on nights of 15th, 16th. and 17th, JUNE, but no
attacks by enemy alrcraft,

On TUESDAY, 19th, JUNE, HMAS MAIR WATCH" slipped from
wharf on emergency call from Fighter Sector at 22301, to standby
drifting Catalina. Passed anchor and line from ship to airecraft
by skiff and secured aieraft. Two other Catalinas drifted and
stood by until weather abated. Secured to wharf Victoria Harbour
at 02001, 20th., JUNE,

At 1840T on 20th. JUNE® proceeded out of Harbour to
Sector position to standby 2 Spitfires which were damaged on strike.
Alrcraft landed safely and ship secured to wharf at 1915I,
L]

On night of 21lst., JUNE, 50 Japanese from pocke@l on I, ABUAN
ISIAND infiltrated into wharf and beach instal lations. Ship's
company stood by with small arms. 47 Japanese were killed by various
units in vicinity of wharves. |

Alr Raid alert on nights of 25th. and 26th. JUNE.

On 26th. JUNE HMAS "ATR WATCH" proceeded to BRUNET BLUFF
to land RAAF personnel for Radar Station, returning to harbour 1350I,

On 28th. JUNE, ship proceeded to LIANG ISLAND at 0900T to
cover strike by 6 Spitfires on JESSLETON. Investigded 2 native
fishing prahaus and interrogated natives as to Japanese troops in
area, Straled DINAWAN ISIAND on passage back to LARUAN on orders
from lst. T.A.F. RA.A.F. No movement seen, Secured at 1910T and
reported to Intelligence officer.

The health of the ship's company during the month of JUNE
has been goods

The main and auxliliary engines performed satisfactorily
during the month,

S0 8® e ﬂ/zp
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MOBTHLY FI GURES.

Distance steamed dufng month. 180 MIIES,

Hours under way dur¥ng month, 9 3/4 hours.
Average speed for month, 20 knots.

Gallons of fuel expended, 370 gdlons,

Gallons of fuel expended per hour. 41 gallons.

Total distence steamed since commissioning. 2728 miles.,

Average speed since commissioning. 12 knots.

Total hours under way dince commissioning. 224% hours.,
Date commissioned. 27th. NOVEMBER, 1945,

LIEUTENANT, B&7N.V.Ro)

COMMANDI NG OFFICER.
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| PROM: Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S. "ATR Hﬁf&H"
' DATE: 10th, JUNE, 1945. REFERENCE NO. 5/45.

QO : The Secretary, Naval Board, MELBOURNE,
THRO. Naval Officer in Charge, NEW GUINEA,Y

SUBJECT: MONTHLY REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR MONTH OF MAY, 1945,

Submitted for the information of the Naval Board in
accordance with N.0. 97/43 and C.C.N.0. 19/45,

From 20th. APRIL until 2nd. MAY, HMAS "AIR WATCH" was
stationed at BUT to cover increased air activity during assault
operations in the WEWAK area. The ship was under the operational
orders of 71 GR/B Wing, R.A.A.F,, stationed at ATTAPE,

On 2nd. MAY, HMAS "AIR WATCH" proceeded to AITAPE for
50 hourly overhaul, This was completed on 5th, MAY and ship pro-
ceeded to ALEXISHAVEN vlia BUT on orders of Northern Command, RAAF,
MADANG, for slipping. Ship arrived at ALEXISHAVEN at 1713K on
9th, MXY. Ship was dbcked at 1430K on 10th, MAY and bottom
inspected and palnted with anti-fouling., Hull was found to be in
good condltion. .

HMAS "AIR WATCH" was re-allocated from Northern Command,
R.A.A.F, to lst, T.A.F., R,A.A.F. at MOROTAI, and sailed fory
HOLLANOA via ATITAPE at O510K on 17th, MAY, arriving at ATITAPE at
1615K on 17th, MAY, Departed AITAPE at O0615K oh 19th., MAY after
refuelling. HMAS "AIR MASTER™ at ATTAPE was to proceed in company
to HOLTANDIA under my command but on arrival AITAPE, it was
found that HMAS "AIR MASTER" had damaged a propeller and required
docking. HMAS "AIR WATCH" arrived HOLLANDIA at 1220K on 19th.
MAY to awalt onward tow to MOROTAI.

HMAS "BUNBURY" took HMAS "ATR WATCH" in tow at HOTTANDIA
and departed at 1300K, 2lst. MAY from HOLIANDIA via BIAK, arriving
MOROTAI on 27th. MAY, after uneventful tow.

From 27th, MAY, until 31st. MAY, HMAS "AIR WATCH" was
stationed at MOROTAI under the operational orders of Commanding
Officer, 1st. Tactical Alr Force, R.A.A.F., MOROTAI, in company
with HMAS "AIR CLAN."

Fire drlills were carried out on 6 occasions during the
month. All fire fighting equipment was in an efficlent condition.

i The Main Engines and auxiliaries performed satisfactorily
durlng the month, On testing spark plugs at AITAPE during 50
hourly check, it was found that plugs were defective in electrical
test., These plugs (Champion 628 type) had completed 200 hours.,

This was considered a good performance and this type of plug appears
to be 1ldeal for HALL SCOTT Engines using 80 octane fuel,

MONTHLY FIGURES.,

DisTance steamed during month, 940 miles,
Hours under way during month. 47% hrs.
Average speed for month. 19,5 knots
Gallons of fuel expended. 2520 galls.
Gallons of fuel expended per hour, 53 galls,
Total distence steamed since commissioning. 2548 miles.
Average speed since commissioning., 12 kmots.
Total hours under way since commissioning. 2137 hrs,

Datﬂ Gﬂmﬂﬂ.ﬂﬂiﬂnﬂd- 2'?1:11- Hﬂ?u, 1944&

The health of the ship's company during the month of VAY
has been good, .

e A
COMMA NDI NG *OFFICER.,

Bl el

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1072942



St 4339 ‘j'lfv \ ; . ’3‘ 3
- 12/5/68
’ Royal ﬂuﬁtralwn Namy.
IN PE;Li PLEASE QUOTE | e
xo. NG 269/36 s

A | OLLi08 6 N O L0
| New Guinea. Maaang.

17th llay, 19 2

S a ﬁ G

Hr"

The Secre tary;:’ '
Naval Board,
LELBOURNE «

HelloA.S, "ATR WATCH" — REPORT OF PROCEEDING

l | APRIL, 1945.

.

Submitted for the information of the Naval Boarde

S/ (CeRe Reid)
/ A/Commander R.A.N,
for Naval Officer in Charge

,3 ‘New Gulnea.
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FROM Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S. "AIR WATCH"
| T0 Naval Officer in Charge, New Guinea,

DATE 5%h May, 1945. Ref. 4/L5

SUBJECT  MONTHLY REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR MONTH OF APRIL, 1945

" Submi tted:

Herewith monthly report of proceedings for month of
April, 1945,

Hl.A.8. "AIR WATCH" was stationed at Aitape until 20th
April. From 20th April, H.M.A.S. "AIR WATCH" was stationed at
BUT working under the ﬂperatiﬂnal orders of 71 Wing R.A.A.F.

1st April., Slipped at 1420 K and proceeded to BUT to survey
harbour for 6 Div H.Q. A.I.F., With Lieut, Ferguson R.A.N.R.(S)
pilot of Aitepe, I completed survey and returned to Aitape at

1630K on 2nd April.

12th April, Slipped and proceeded to BUT at 1340K with Acting

Minister for the Army, Senator Fraser, General lNorthcote and
Secretary for the Army., Party stayed overnight at BUT and returned
to Aitape at 1257 on April, 13th.

15th April. Slipped at 1055 and proceeded to investigate

burning barge off Selio Island. Barge found to have been purposely
destroyed by U.S5. Barge Company on Selio Island.

- 19th April. Slipped at 0750 and proceeded to BUT on orders from

?géWing R.A.A.F, with General Reavis. Returned to Aitape at

1620K.

20th April. Slipped at 1430 and proceeded to BUT for operational
duties.

2lhith April. Weighed and proceeded to Aitape to pick up Air Commodore

Waters and C,0. /1 WiIng R.A.A.F,

25¢th April., Slipped at 0730K with party and proceeded to BUT

paturning to Aitape at 1623K,

o6th April. Proceeded to BUT at 1430K for operational duties.

27th April. At 1445K weighed and proceeded on W/T message from

R,A.A.F. Madang to rescue aircrew of aircraft ditched at

Nightingale Bay. At 1540 received W/T message to say aircrew had

been picked mp by Flying Boat. Returned to BUT at 1645K.

29th April. Weighed anchor and proceeded to Valif Islands toO
investigate Verey's lights at 1445K. Nothing found and returned

to BUT at 1645K.

Fresh food was available during the month but owing to the
ship not being fitted with a refrigerator, only one day's fresh
food could be kept. Supply ship will not break up cases of fresh
meat to supply small gquantities to this ship. It is therefore
respectively reaquested that the fitting of a refrigerator in this

ship is a necessity for the health of the shipls companye. .
Fire drills were carried out weekly during the month of April.

The health of the Ship's Company has been good.

Engine Hours for month - both engines - 50% hours
Total hours since commissioning - 166 hours
both engines
Fuel expended for month - 245 gallons
Distance run for month - 320 miles -

(Sgd) BE. Hopkins
Lieutenant R.A.N.V.R.
Comuanding Officer.
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St 4539

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

. NG, 269/36.

New Guinea.IMadang.
24 April. 1945.

The Secretary,
Naval Board,
= LBOURNTE.,

[ Copy to N.0.I.C. Sydney.)

HelloAeS. "AIR WATCH" REPORT OF PROCTWTZDINGS
TTERUARY AND WARCH _ 1945,

Submitted for the informaetion of the Naval Board.

(C.R. Reid.)
gk A/Commander. R.A.N.
Q}k for Naval Officer in Charge
New Guinea.
A.O.De

R4
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DEPT. oF NAVY

g i&ngal Auﬁtrahan Ny,
IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE € ' 4 4-{’ OFFICE OF THE N.O.1 .C» ¢
o N.G. 269/36. P NEW GUINEA, IADANG,

26 FEBRUARY, 1945.

The Secretary,

vﬁﬁf1£££“ Naval Board,
T [ LBOURNE
8 - (Copy %0 N.U.l.C. Sydney)

HelieAeSe "Alr Watech"™ - Report of Proceedlngs
g January, 1945

Submitted for the informetion of the Navael Board.

v .._) 1.'4.,1_1.‘ _;t -A.-li- -
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_Hv"f ﬁi#wﬂ (Letter No. N.Ge 269/36 from The Naval Officer-in-Charge,
e New Guinea dated 26th February, 19.45.)

H.M.A.S, "AIR WATCH" - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS JANUARY, 19
1.

B.S. 672/250/202.
The Secretary,
Naval Bosard,

Forwarded for the information of the Naval
Board with reference to Navy Office letter 589/201/941
(053065) dated 23rd October, 194k.

2e With reference to paragraph 4 slings, however,
were examined before hoisting and a Charge Hand Rigger was in

attendance while boats were being placed aboard to safeguard
Naval interests, -

Se With reference to paragraph 5 these boats
were shipped at short notice and no suitable slip was immed-

iately available., In any case it was considered that ship's

company could clean cradles and hull Jjust as well on deck as
on a slip.

Le The remainder of the Air Sea Rescue boats are

to be sailed in accordance with Navy Office letter 0&218 dated
26th January, 1945,

fh
| “r
/ "\ é
\5'\\ o@ws 3¢ >
/ﬁw A/Rear-Admiral,

Office of the Flag Officer~in-Charge, Ne.S.W.
Naval Bgse Headquarters,

Potts Point, Sydney.
%‘J 17 MAR 1945
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FROM: Comumanding Officer, H.lM.A«Se "AIR WATCH",
TO ¢ Naval Officere~in-Charge, NBW GUINTA,
DAT®: 5%h February, 1945. R2F. 1/45,
SUBJWCT: _Report of Proceedings - January, 1945,

Submitted: *. |

/ From Jammary 1lst 1945 until January 9th 1945, H.M.A.S.
"Air Watch" was moored attached to c¢radle in Ferm Cove, Sydney.
On lst January Lieut. M.Be Hopkins R.AH«V.R. anaumd command
from Sub Lieuts WeAs Bach ReAlV.Re -

2 HelleAeSe "Alr Wetoh" cormissioned on 27 November, 1944,
and had been moored at Ferm Cove since that anta. S

J January 1lO0%h = H M., A.S, "Alr Wetch™ with H.M.JL.S. "Air laster"
was tmd to Glebe Island to0 be shipped on S«S. "Mﬁrev Te Huntington"
t0 New Guinea. .

# Januery 1lth = Both ships 1lifted aboard S5.S. "Andrew T. Huntington"
and secured on top of No. 2 Hateh. Hulls of both ships were in a
filthy condition with weed and shell. Cradle lifting slings were
ﬁgﬂgat the base. Cradles were not examined under water before

-

v It is respectfully submitted that when further ships
are beling sent deck cargo from Sydney, that ships be first slipped -
gnd hulls and eradles cleaned and emimd. "Phenrock™ hull paint
(worm preventative) was chipped by the oredles in many places,

< Hulls and cradles were cleaned and painted with copper
paint while on passage by Ship's Company.

/ January llth - S.S. "Andrew T, Huntington" sailed.

—

P January 20th « Commenced unloading. This was done by ship's gaur
lifting one end a 30 ton floating erane the other and mrini "
Aisaﬂ. boats outboard and into 'l;he water. Cradles were slipped
and hoisted aboard berge.

7 While lifting first boat, H.ll.A.S. "Alr Master",
floating crene lifted before ships gear with the result "Alr l-.!utarﬂ
swung forward smashing mast on boom block of ships gears. Only other
damage was radar gear on He,M.A.S. "Alr VWateh". Antenna fouled a
guy and was broken oZff,

v New mast and repairs to Radar were made at Langemk
y DYy NeOusIoCoes Shipwright and R.AAT.
. Tyery acsistance was given by 7 TelieOe R.AA.Fs Lengenak

and H.l.A.3s "Alr Watch" cormmenced engine trials on January 24th,

- January 24th - January 30ths ™ngine trials were carried out by both
boats at Langemak, Compasees were corrected by 1«0.I1sCes starlf at
Langemake Trieals were very satisfactory. A

Health of Ship's Company during month was very satisfactor;

®ngine hours for Month - 142 hours both engines.

Fuel consumption - galls.
38.66 average galls, per hour,
Mileage for month « 225 miles.

(Sgds) M.B. HOPKINS
LITLUTTNANT R.AJN.V.R.
COMUANDING OFFICTR,
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