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y PGS AITAFE
” at LOMBRUM

aFSTMOTED

The Commander
PRNG ATROL BOAT SQJADRON

A m , - PO *:_E* 0'? PE}O J'F"J;EGS "10: s : _ ; | :

8ir,

I have the honour to report tho proceedinzs of Fi'G. Ship
81TAPS, vnder my command for tac period 3rd January, 1975, to 31st
January, 1975. All times are in Zonec Kilo (=10).

2e I took over command of the ship frowm ACPING LIZUTENANT
COMUANDER 8DEX GLG K.A. WINTL2Z, ROYAL AUSTALIAN ITAVY, at 0900
on 3rd January, 1975, at LOiBRU, At 0905 the ship - slipped

and carricd out two hours of engine trials snd ship hanuling mgne
ouvrcs. The scarboard engine did not perform to specifications
and affer Investigation it was decided that the fu~] DUPS were

out of calibration. There arc no known facilitics in PAPUA NFEW
GUI'EA Tor calibrating the pumps, It was decided to kecp "AITAPREM
running liniting the use of the starboard enginc to entering and
leaving harbour., Four new fuel pumps were ordered frorm AUSTRALIA.
PNGS LAE has a sinilar defect,

3e PIIG Ships "AITAPR" and “SAMNARAI" sailed for patrol at
1000 on lionday 6th January. PIIGS SAMARAI detached soon after
1030 for a Northern Patrol while I sect course for a Southern Pate
rol. The ship arrived at SAMARAI town at 1330 on Wednesday 8th
January, after am uncventful passage from LOMIRUM. I sailod
from SAVARAI at 1000 the next morning and arrived irn PORT MOREBSBY
at 0900 on Friday 10th January.

Yo The weekend was spent preparing the ship to give assis-
tance to PIGS SALANAUA who was engaged in 2 survey task between
CAFE RCDNTY and ALAZOIT BAY. PNGS AITAPS sailed fpon FORT liORESDY
at 2000 on Sunday 12th January. A rendezvous was made with PGS
SALAIAUA at TABLZ BAY at 1130 on 13th Januvazry. It was possible
to run only one line of soundings before the weather beeame too
roughe The next morning I ran anotier line of soundiigs belore
being detached to land a Survey Party at CAFD RODWFY +o fix two
beacons, I scayed at CAPE PCDITY until 0700 on Thursday 16th
January but was unable to lard the party because of rougih weather,
On recovering the anchor I found tlhat the shaft had been twilsted
through seventy degrees. Soon after leaving the coriparative
shelter of CAPE RODIZY, the wind and sea increascd glving a very
unpleasant voyage to PORT HORZSEY.

De The ship arrived at PORT MCRESDY at 0100 on Friday 17th
January. I decided ©o anchor in the harbour for the rest of the
nignt and went alongside at 0900, The berth at the LAIICLON wharf
was very uncomfortable resulting in the ship parting five stern
brecastse I eventually used two shackles of anchor cable to secure
the ship to the wharf, The ship sailed from PORT 10iESLY at 1930
om ionday 2o0th Januvary = threc and a half Hours late due to a radar
defecct. I was unable to parallel the gonerators becausc of a de-
fecvive synchroscope,

¢ -BESTH!ﬂTrn’f S A R i
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p "AITAPE™ called at SAMALAI on 21st January to pick

up frozen provisions loft there by PUGS IADAVA, There are
still approximately 5 cubic foct of frozen provisions at SAM-
Alal. The opportunity was taken to Leal the SAMARAI CLUR
convicingly at basketballe The ship sailed from SAMARAI at
0745 the next morning for passage to LOMERUN, Just alter
clearing CAPE NELSOI at 2130 that night, the radar broke down
again and remained defective until arrival at LOMBRUIL at 1800
on 2kth Januery, 1975. I stayed alongside until the 29th Jane
uary'qhen I sailed to run lines of soundings inside the harbour
Tor IiI’AS SUPPLY, I salled again on Thursday 30th Jenuary bto lay
two pimple buoys requestcd by HiAS SUPFLY, PEGS AITAPE 1s now
alﬂngsidu at LOMERUM. During the last weck PG Ships "LADAVAM
"LAT", and "HADANG"™ have been in volved with MAITAPR® in a har-
bour concentratlon poriod involving oxerciscs, lecturcs and cone

rehensive ovening sport@8 programics, PGS SATARAI berbhod at

OIRUL on 31st January after an intermediate dockin:s st ITADAIG,

¢ PGS AITAPE arrlved in LOIBRUM with a number of sig-
nificant dofeets but I belicve theose can boe rectified during tho
curient maintcnance period, This was the first time since Junc,
197%, that the ship ﬂad run for a period as long as three weeks
witoout becoming none-operational.s There is hope with the new
fucl pu:ps fitted to the starboard cngine, being fitted now,
PGS AITAPE may be over hoer long period ol mechanical fruste
ration,

Be The health of the ship's company has Leon cxeellent
but conduct has been far from satisfoctory with four sailors
being feund sullty of oifences « one drunks two absent over
leavey and onc assaulls lorale is not high dwe probably to
the high Irequency of occurence of defects,

I have The honour to be,
Sir,

Your obcdiaznt servant,

(ReTy WALTEES)
LIEUTZHALT COILAYDER SLTX Sif
C eyt 8 1

I¥D 1

QT

Annexcs: 4. STEANING ANIEX
e HONTHLY IZETURN OF SHRVICABILITY.

C. EXZRCISE RETURN

RESTRiC [ED
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OTEAMING RETURN
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ANNEX A to PNGS AITAPE
REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
3rd to 31st Jan 1975]

Total distance steamed during period

Total distance steamed since commissioning

Total hours underway during period

Total hours underway since commissioning
Number of days on patrol during the period
Periods in excess of Economical speed:

3 Jan 75

5

2o

T

4,

B

6o
BEXERCISE RETURN
Jan 3rd
Jan Zth
Jan 13th
Jan 14th
Jan 22nd
Jan 27th
Jan 28th
Jan 29th
Jan 30th
Jan 3l1st

22,5 1 hour Engine Trial.

2418,8 miles
169761,9 "
201, hrs
12631 hrs
18 days

ANNEX C to PNGS AITAPE
REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
3rd to 31st Jan 1975

Action, Emergency and Leaving Ship

statlons.

Men Overboard.,

Damage Control Exercise
Firefighting

Medical Exercise

Rig Egergency M Aerial
Steering Breakdowns
Blind Pilotage.

Small Arms Practice,
Weigh Anchor by Deck Tackle
Action Station.
Divisions

COMEX

FLASHEX

X0 Ship Handling

Buoy Laying

FLAEX

FLASHEX

Aid to Civil Power
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PNGS AITAPE

“ﬁjy‘ at LOMBRUM

The COMMANDER
PNG PATROL BOAT SQUADRON

PNGS AITAPE - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR PERIOD 1ST FEBRUARY TO STH
MARCH, 1975

Sir,

I have the honour to report the proceedings of PAPUA NEW GUINEA
SHIP AITAPE, under my command for the period 1st February to 5th March,
1975. All J’c.‘r.mes are in Zone Kilo (-1108.

2e On 1st February the whole of the PNG Patrol Boat Squadron was al-
ongside at LOMBRUM. The opportunity was taken to hold a Sguadron Coclk-—
taill Party in the cvening and the guests were invited both from the Pat=-
rol Boat Base and LORENGAU, At 30 on Sunday 2nd February, PNG Ships
AITAPE, LADAVA, LAE, and MADANG were required to move to allow the M.V
WYVERN to berth. .ﬁt 1215 PNG Ship MADANG with PNG Ship LADAVA as escort
salled for a slipping at MADANG town,

3. On 3rd February, PNGS AITAPE remaincd alongside carrying out self-
maintenance and PNGS SAMARAI sailed for an Islands Area Patrol., FHGS
LaB sailed for the Southern Area the next day. On Wednesday 5th Februe-
aryy, FNGS LADAVA returned to LOMBRUM with a defective radar. She had
been carrying out a Patrol south of MANUS ISLAND but the continuing poor
Vislbility at the time made the Patrol ineffective. All four fuel pumps
on PNGS AITAPE's starboard main engine were changed during the week and
4ITAPE sailed for successful engine trials at 1300 on Friday, 7th Febru-
ary, reberthing at 1430,

L, PNGS AITAPE sailed for an Islands Area Patrol at 1000 on Monday 10%
February. The only significant defect was a defective synchroscope
which precluded the paralleling of generators. The ship was in better
material state than at any time since June 1974, Passage was made to
KAVIENG where I was to pick up mail for TEﬁCH ISLAND , There were only
two letters at KAVIENG for TENCH ISLAND and these were delivered at 0700
on Wednesday, 12th February. The ship had to lie off as no suitable an-
chorage was %ound. PNGS AITAPE sailed from TENCH ISLAND at 0890 and
nade for SELAPIU ISLAND in the STEFFAN STRAITS arriving there at 1630,

A vislt was made to the coastwatcher. At 1006 on 14th February, a sig-
nal was received to proceed to SIMBERI ISLAND with all despatch to invest-
igate a coastwatcher's report of a RUSSIAN vessel anchored off the island
the previous afternoon. AITAPE arrived in the SIMBERI ares at 1430 but
falled to find any trace of the vessel. A visit was made to MR BIRVE,
the coastwatcher who made the report, and it seems definite that the VesSS=
el was of SOVIET registration, FNGS AITAPE spent the night at anchor in
the TABAR ISLANDS and sailed at 0700 the next norning, arriving at KaVle
ENG at 1400 on Saturday 15th February, The opportunity was taken that
afternoon to beat the local team at basketball.,  The AN/URC-58 HF transe-
ceiver developed a defect during the afternoon, The set was partially
repalred during the night but left the ship with the ability to transmit
in the eight megahertz band only.

5 PNGS AITAPE was required to vacate the wharf at 1215 on Sunday, 16th
February, to allow the MV NEW GUINEA CHIEF to berth, AITAPE remained at

‘“-a“:h'--.*-h“ i-..-:-.-/&nChGI‘

- i
i L

L
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ancl v, The ship's Soccer team was defeated by a strong local team
late. in the afternoon. The ship sailed for LIHIR ISLAND at 1300 on
Monday, 17th February, with two G%ficers from the Public Works Depart-
ment embarked. The ship anchored off LIHIR ISLAND at 0700 on Tuesday ,
18th February, and the two officers went ashore to blast five holes in
the coral for a radio mast.s The job was completed by 1600 and the
ship sailed for KAVIENG arriving there at 0700 on Wednesday, 19th. The
ship fuelled and watered and sailed again at 1030 with a Department of
Agriculture, Stock and Fisheries Inspector onboard. A fisheries pat=
rol was carried out taking in the East Coast of NEW IRELAND, TABAR,
LIHIR, and TANGA ISLANDS before calling on the Coastwatcher at FENI IS-
LAND at 0730 on Thursday, 20th February, Assistance was given to re=-
pailr his generator before thc ship sailed again at 1030 to resume the
fisheries patrol, this time taking in the NISSAN ISLANDS, the West Coast
of BUKA, and BOUGANVILLE as far south as CAPE MOLTKE and the East Coast
of BOUGANVILLE before arriving at KIETA at 1200 on Friday, 21st Februa-
YYe The ship had to anchor until 1630 when the Government wharf be=
came available, The ship fuelled that evening but had to wait wntil
Monday morning to water as the main wharf had two merchant ships berth-
-d on it until then. A very pleasant weekend was spent in KIETA. On
Friday evening a group from the ship entertained at the KIETA CLUB and
the following afternoon the basketball tean resoundingly defeated the
Police tean, The highlight of the weekend was undoubtedly a visit to
the Bougsnville Copper Limited mine at PANGUNA. Fourteen members of
the ship's company went to the mine and all were most impressed,

6o The ship sailed from KIETA at 1000 on Monday, 24th February, and
that evening visited the Coastwatcher at BANIU PL&NTATION on the North
Coast of BOUGANVILLE. The radar went defective at 2100 that evening.
The following day a visit was made to the CARTERET GROUP to find a suite-
able volunteer to act as Coastwatcher, He was found and the ship sail=-
ed for a fisheries patrol at 0800 on Wednesday, 26th February. This
patrol took in NISSAN ISLANDS, BUKA, SOUTH NEW IRELAND, and the East
Coast of NEW BRITAIN, The ship anchored off MIOKO ISTAND in the DUKE
OF YORK GROUP at 1700 on Thursday, 27th, and arrived at RABAUL at 0900
the next morning for a weekend visit., A good berth was obtained and
the ship was fuelled, watered, and stored that day.

.o The ship remained at RABAUL until 1400 on Monday, 3rd March, when
she sailed for a fisheries patrol off the North Coast of NEW BRITAIN.
The radar was still defective in spite of new parts having been sent
from LOMBRUM and a considerable amount of work being done by the shipt's
REM!s, Tuesday night was spent off the East Coast of the WILLAUMEZ
PENINSULA having spent the day in KIMBE BAY. Wednesday, 5th March, was
the last day before devolution of Defence Powers to the Government of
PAPUA NEW GUINEA. The ship was anchored before stmset inside the cra-
ter of GAROVE ISLAND and a small ceremony was held to mark the hauling
Enwn of the AUSTRALIAN NATICNAL FLAG for the last time onboard PNGS AIT-
PE,

8« The material state of the ship is improving. There have been no
major mechanical defects during the month and very fow minor ones. The
starboard engine has done as much running as the port one. It gives ‘
off a darker exhaust than the port one but appears to be running satis-
factorily. The radar has again teen the major problem, it broke down

on a number of occassions before finglly going defective on 20th Febru-
arye

9¢  The morale of the Ship's Company is much improved and they are now
working together as a tean. A considerable amount of ship's husbandry
has been carried out and the Ship's Company can now see some result for

their labours., There has also éﬁg-fﬁilﬂgfiiﬁmem in conduct, The

aesalTBGlLEH
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heal”™ of the Ship's Company has remained excellent,

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

YEMW
###,ffffﬂfﬁtrﬁALT S)

LIEUTENANT COMMANDE

COM

RAN
DING OFFIC

4

5!

11th March, 1975,

Amnexes: A, STEAMING RETURN

Bes MONT

Y RETURN OF SHIP'S AVAILABILITY

Ce EXERCISE ANNEX
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> RESTRiLTED ‘
 AIIMEX YA TO PNGS AITAPE REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR PERICD 18T

FEBRUARY, 1975, TO STH MARCH, 1975.
STE4:ING RETURN:

le Total distance steamed during period 2494'milés
2e Total distance steamed since commissioning 172255 miles
3¢ Total hours underway during period 217 hours
4 Total hours underway since commissioning 12848 hours
be Number of days on patrol during the period 18 days
6o Periods in excess of Economical Speed:
/FEB75 21kncts 1 Hour engine trial
14FEB75 21knots 5% Hours proceeding with all
despatch
19FEB75 21knots 1 Hour investigating suspiclous cones

tact during fisheries patrol

iX 'B' 70 PNGS AITAPE REPCRT OF FRCCEEDINGS FOR PERIOD 15T

ANN!
FENRUARY , 1975, TO BTH MARCH, 1975.

AS PER ATTACHE COFY, ~ MONTHLY RETURN OF SHIP'S AVAILAB JTY,

F.

ANNEX tC! TO PNCS AITAPE REPORT OF PRECEEDINGS FOR PERIOD 1ST
BRUARY TO H WCH

CISE ANNEX

FEBRUARY 2nd COMING TC A RBUCY
FEBRUARY L4th FLASHEX
FEBRUARY 6th FLASHEX

F™SRUARY 10th  ACTICN STATIONS
MAN OVERBOARD
STEERING BREAKDOWN
X0'S ALONGSIDE

FEBRUARY 12th  BOARDING PARTY
FEBRUARY 13th NBCD EXERCISE
FEBRUARY 18th SMALL ARMS SHOGT

FEBRUARY 25th FIRE EXERCISE
STEERING TREAKDCWN

FEDRUARY 27th  ACTION STATIONS

RESTRIGTED
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