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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

(ﬂnmmnnmpalth nf Australia:
Bepartment of The Nauy.

Royal Australian Namy.
From... . THE COMMANDING OFFICER, H.V i3 ANAGONDA

Date......18% OGTOBER 1045, . . . . .. _ Reference Now.oooooo

To...... THE SECRETARY, NAVAL BOARD .. . ..o
Subject.. ADDENDUM _IETTER. OF. PROCEEDLINGS. MONFH BNDING 30th SEPTEVMEER 1945.

Ssubmitted: For your information, under seperate cover a sample of a borer-
riddled knee is forwarded.

T Mo cule

L E B NN NN N NN NN

Lieutenant R, A.N.R.(S).

Copies:
1l Secretary Naval Board.
l N.O.I.C. Molucecas.
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| - -~ @onmonwealth of Australia
;. L AN Bepartment of Befence

Roygal Australian Naoy.

From THE COMUANDING OFFICER, HallodeS. ANACGNDA. ...

Date 1 October 1945. . . . Reference No. . -'i
, S SECRBIARY, NAVAL BOARD, MELBOURVE. _, |
Subject. . . IETTER OF PROCEEDINGS MONTH ENDING S0th SEFTIMEIR 1945,

The following letter of proceedings is forwarded for the
information of the Naval Board,

lst SEPTRMBER = 20th SEPTEMEER., In MORCTAI.

Oth SEPTRMBER - 7th SEPTEMBER, Discherge 3.R.D, cargo

15th - 1éth SEPTEMBER, Alongside PILATYPUS, Inspection by B,E, Staff of
sterncshaft entry blocks,

17th SEPTEMBER., Proceeded alongside Navy whdrf to discharge naval stores
(surplus) and mechine shop equipment.

LERLCREF L N SRR e

18th SEPTHUBER, 11301 Completed discharge of cergo and machinery,
1300I, Comm-nced loading Army stores end eguipment.

e ¥ o -

19th SEPTEMBER., 07431 Completed loading. 12171 Let go and proceeded to
anchorage. 13381 Secured.

20th SEPTEMEBER, 14411 Secured alongside H,M.A.S. BIRCHGROVE PARK,

EE[ Army personnel embarked, two CUfficers, Lieutenant B,.S, FEARCE AIT,
and Iieutenant E,A. RUDD AIF, 15291 Let go and proceeded in company with
HJ.M.,A. Ships BIRCHGROVE PARK (S.0, ), KRAIT, THREE CHEERS and NYANIE,

17051 Cleared channel (North entrance).

-'-_;EA..—I... Ll oSy Thes S o

2lst - 83rd SEPTEMEER., On passage.

2%rd SEPTRIBER, 00201 Off AMBOINA BAY entrance, 07381 A.M.S convoy sighted
bound inwards. Q9151 FProceeded into harbour. 10451 Let go off AMBQN main

S - g ot

wharf, 18201 Proceeded alongside BIRCHGRUVE PARK,
i
23rd - 26th SEPTEMBER, At AMBOINA. !
24th - 26 SEPTRMSER, Discharged Army personnel and stores, 4
,F Z6th SEPTENBER, 145281 Let go. 14051 FProceeded to sea in compeny with
: BIRCHGROVE PARK (5.0.) 2330L Port engine developed defect, reduced speed to
900 revolutions and reported to BIRCHGRUVE PARK, 23451 Chief Engineer
reported defect necessitated dockyard assistance, reported to ZIRCHCGROVE PARK.
27th SEPTIMBER, 0018f A4lyered course to return to harbour. 06201 Sighted
Holl.AsS, WESTRALIA. 07401 WESTRALIA passed., 08311 Iet go anchor off AMBON
main wharf., 0950I Reported to N.0.I.C, (4).
27th - 28th SEPTEMEER At AMBOINA.
29th SEPTRMBER, 13231 Weighed. 13431 ™BOWEN" pessed tow. 13541 Tow line red
gecure oproceeded,
30th SEPTEMBER, On passeze under tow.
F
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e | Commonwealth of Australia
! Bepurtment of Befence

Rogal Australian Nauny

| T T e AT ;

Date Reference No.
To
Subject

Page 2,

HULL. Hull continues to leak under loaded conditions when under way.
Inspection was mede by BEQ and shipwrights at MOROTAI, and securing
bolts (besms etec) teken up where possible,

(m passage (cergo load 142 tons DW) from MOROTAY to AMBON weather con-

ditions were excellent with calm seas throughout. Weter leakage |
aversged about 25 tons per day, reaching a record of 43 tons in 27 ‘
hours 24th - 25th Septeamber.

After port engine failure I requested the services of a shipwright from
HIAS WESTRALIA, his verbsl report (written report not yet received)

was to the effect that shrinkege of greem timber in side and bottam
planking was ceusing distortion of the hull as a whole, and consequent
leskage; he expressed the opinion that little could be done withoud
docking the ship and inspecting timber under sheathing, Maximum intake
of water occurs when meen draught is in excess of 10 feet.

S ——

Borer activity to knees continues with unabated vigour, strips taken
from two knees in o 2 hold show demzge to a depth of 3 inchea.

fen e o ey RS e

e =t

MATN ENGINES, Failure in port engine gear box is similer to that

experienced in SYDNEY with the sterboard engine. Inspection of engine amd &
engine room was made by an engineer officer and shipwright from HMAS

WESTRALIA whilst at AMBON: their written reports have not yet been

received though the former stated that base assistance was required to

carry out repairs, Arrangements were then made by P.D. AMBON to proceed _
to MOROULAT under tow. |

ol

- o e —

GENERAL. The health of the ship's company has been fair, ménor ailuemis, {
[Yoils etc) @6ntinue to occur though ell aveilable precautions are taken
to ensure & variation of diet with the addition of an issue of vitamin

The operation involving lending of occupation troops and supplies in
AMBOINA was of great interest to all hands, particularly the first contact

(for many) with Japanese.
Cargo wes discharged by Japesmese FOW labour at AMBOINA.

HMA Ships ERAIT, NYANIE and THREE CHEERS were fuelled at AMBON with
160, 240, end 120 gallons of distillate respectively.

s e et i bl o S i i S e e S -
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Commonwealth of Australia

Bepartment of Defence
Royal Australian Naoy.
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rage O.
STEAMTNG TIME. 85 hrs 0 mins.
LA TG DISTANCE, 547 miles.
AVERAGE SPEED., .43 knots.
FUEL, 824 gallons.
TOTAL STEAMING TIME SINCE COMUISSIONING: 6685 hrs 20 mins.
TOTAL STEAMING DISTANCE SINCE CONMMISSIONING: o0l63 miles,
TOTAL FUEL SINCE COMMISSIGNING: 7605 galloms.
TIME UNDER TOW (to 1st Oct): 49 hrs 20 mins,
DISTANCE UNDER TOW: 461 miles.

! _ <=t
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY.

CONFIDENTIAL  zmwms e
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: Yhacondtn
SUBJECT & HoMJA.S, REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS.
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Bt 6310

@ummunmcaltb of Australi = - g

Bepartment of The Naby.

From ... 0. OFFICER, -H Mok oS o ANACONDA & e rmmrmrmrromsicmssemmrrmes i
Date........... 318t AUGUST..1945........coo e (7 T T T » - R S =
To... SECRETARY. 5 - NAVY.. BOARD - MELBOURNE T e :

Subject ....... LETTER. . OF PROCEEDINGS FOR MONTH FNDING 3lst AUGUST 3949......

Submitted rfer the infermayion of the Naval beard, the Tellewing letter

ol precesedings for the ship under my command,
1st AUGUST. En route te Brisbane. A% 0700 K streng loeal squall with

180° shirt of wind struck the vessel lasting for about ferty-five minutes.

2nd AUGUST, 1429 K Entered Mereton Bay. 1825 Entered Brisbane River,
2155 K Secured alongside Nixen Smith Whart.

ord AUGUST - 4th AUGUST, In Brisbane., Routine check was made en main and
auxiliary moters, fuelled ship and leaded several items of S,R,D, carge.

Sth AUGUST., 1404 K., Let go and preceeded. 1616K Cleared Brisbane River.
2103K Cleared Moreten Bay and set ceurse.,

6th AUGUST, En route. 1007K, Indian Head abeam, 1614E Rounded Breaksea
opit Light Vessel,

8th AUGUST., En Troute.

9th AUGUST, 0534K, Cape Cleveland light abeam, 0755K Entered channel.
BB1SK,. Entered braa]:lratur 0830K Secursd alengside fuull:l.ng wharf, 1650K
Fuelled anip.

10th AUGUST, In Tewnsville. Engine check,

11lth AUGUST, Cerperal Gedkin 4,I,F, ( O.N, VXB83707.) fell and injured
his head at about 0300K. Ambulance was called and Gedkin taken te hospital.

141l7K, Let go and prncaaﬂuﬂ. 1428K Cleared breakwater. 1443K Cleared chan-
nel and proceeded en passage to Finschafen.

12th AUGUST, En route, 1240K Cleared Euston Reef.

15%h aUGUST, En route. 1800K Chief Engineer reported vessel making
water at 1+5 tons per hour.

l4th AUGUST, En reoute, 2014K Observed Brumer I, Light en estimated
bearing. 2823K Brumer I, Light abeam; heavy rain squalls and low visihil-
ity delayed passage through China Strait: vessel cruising inm vieinity.

15th AUGUST, 0620K Proceeded., 07368K Entered China Strait. 0832K
Cleared China Strait. 1. 11358K Cleared Raven Channel. 1858K Cape "?ogal
light abeam, 2¥42K On Tufi Enmal leads.

16th AUGUST.0241K Bpear I, Light abeam., 1230K Mitre Reck Light abeam
set course reor Tami Islands. 2320K Nussing LiFHTt a@beam, Standing off Fin-

Schaten heavy driving rain and leow visibility.
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Commontwealth of Australia

Bepartment of The Naby.

Ropal Qugtralian Naby.

I S S NN N7 U O O N e S Wi vevmss

Date. T Reference No........ o i
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SUDFECE it b s O o SO s

' 17th AUGUST, OOlOK Visibility impreved, entered Finschafen. 0025K Anchored.
0600K Weighed and shir ted ship alongside No.3 dock. Chééf Engineer on inspection
found ] propeller shaft entry blocks were leaking very badly, wedges were driven in
which reduced flew, Werk was commenced checking hull througheut engine compartment

pert engin® cluteh overhauled.

18th - 19th aUGUST,., IN Finsehafen, werk eontinuing,

20th AUGUST, Cempleted miner defects, 1340K Let ge and preceeded to Holl-
andia., 1349K Cleared harbeur, 1717K Passed 1&1'3& whart strueture adrift, reported
pesitien by W/T te N.0.I.C,NG, by Thursday I. W/T Station.

glst -22nd AUGUST,. Bn reute.

25rd AUGUST, 0822ZK Entered Humbeldt Bay. Q913K #ncheored ofi P.D.'s eflice,
&ESGK Weighed and preceeded alongside Army Wharr., 1300K Clocks back ene hour te

24th AUGUST, OB391 Let ge and preceecded to fuel ship and awaiting berth,
10121 Alengside OG1l8, L( 10!51 Commenged ifuelling, 11401 Completed fuelling with
/b oo Ballons diesel oil,

«0th AUGUST, En route. Much rain with lew visibility.

&6th AUGUST, En route, 16401 Mapia I, gbeam.4+5 miles,

27th AUGUST, En route. JS4OI Sighted Asia I, strong w.S W, set experienced.
18851 Picked up iour natives irem canee whe requested passage to Moretai with
muaugn ior No.I1,C.,A, authorities,

28th AUGUST, 17351 _R.tarEﬁ. reef, Mitita I-‘ lbﬂﬂm. 18141 Anchered in Merotai
Bay.,

29th AUGUST. 14471 Shirted to inshors anchorage.

o0th, Slst AUGUST, At lMeretai. e
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Bt 6339

Commontwealth of ustralia

Bepartment of The Naby.

Ropal Qustralian Naby.

! /3] | Y T R R S R o o s LR o o o SO

Date ., IRETOYRNEL INO ... st i i

Io : s e L e :

Y71 T e ey e s -
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wACHINERY, Although main and auxiliary metors have iunctioned reasemably
well tshroughout the passage to Merotal periedical cehecks were made at perts ef ¢
call, Clutch troubie developed in the pert motor at Finschaien and defect was
remwedied thers.

HULL, Further defects are appearing aimest daily; en passage thiougn the
Coral Sea vessel was making water atv (oo great a rate ier engine room pups e
| eope with tUhe {low, a portvable moior puup was used in adaition, The main leak
. is caused byy either shrinkage er drawing ¢i securing beits oi shaft entry
;'_i_ blecks, these have been weuged, and the {low of water considerably reduced,
1 While vessel is net under way water leakage is small. Defect was reperteu
!I to B.E-ﬂi Meretai.

I
K Knees and sheer stringer in the arter part of the ship are riddled with

porers, until cargo is discharged it will not be possible Vo discover whether
the iore part orf the ship is also aftiected,

HEALTH AND PERSONNEL, Health ef ship's cempany has not been goed, miner
ailments, tropical ear ana aigestive troubles have aiiected many: one case of
Tinea is being treated. Cook(S) Kelty was admitted to hospital with appendicitis
on the 30th August.

GENERAL,The various declarations of poace were received by all hands with a
certain scepticiam until contirmation of the lecal surrenders was made.

Most of the ship's company are heartily glad ior the end of hostilities
and have one desire and that to return to their ceivilian occupations as soon as
circumstances permit; the various A,C,N,B, signals 'and directiwms en the subjset

' have been reaa %@ all hands,

Steaming Time: 459 hours 57 minutes.
Distance Steamed: 3565 miles,
Average Speed: 7°65 knots.

Fuel Censumed: 4 7'57 ?ﬂﬁa

Total Steaming Time since commissioning: 600 heours 22 minutes.,
. W " Distance ™ " : 4616 miles.,
®" Fuel consumed n " s

b781 GaLa

LIBUTENANT R,A.N.R.(8),.
COMMANDING OFFICHR HM.A.S. ANACONDA,

orgige ACH B - 2
Norc |nG) — 7/
Noyse (M) - 7

Vo R

.-\._. _ =
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-Br;’!artuimt of The Naby.

‘@@mmunmza[tb of Qustralia,

A - '-'-
 aall ’
f’:-b{}\ Ropal Qustralian Nabvy. T

@,@ " From.... COMMANDING OFFICER, H.MsA.S. "ANACONDA® '
P — Qth. Auguat, J940.. ... Reference N e comm————
i ARY .. NAVAL. BOARD.,.. | I AL o L MO e

Cony 101 5ulle0. SeR. Do)
! é! g Subject......... LETTER . OF. PROCEEDINGS. = MONTH. ENDING . [ JULY. 19456

Submitted for the information of the Naval Board, the
following letter of proceedings for the ship under my commands

lst - 15 : In port. Vessel proceeded to Garden Island
on the under towe ;
On the 7th July cargo gear tests were carried
out under supervision of Captain Hooper, liavigation Branch, and
Mr. Fisher of A.S.B. Gear on Nosl derrick was given licence for

2% tons static lig. On swinging derrick to starboard (with 6
feet clearance of ship's side) vessel listed 129

A static load of 6z tons was hung on H0e2
derricke Iio attempt was made to swing this load outboarde
ship was nearly at full load draught during testse In a lightly
loaded state it is wvery doubtful if the original 1.7 tons would
be safe from a stability point of view.

w - Shifted to A.E.l.E. Wharf at Chowder Baye.
% . 8 Caulking, and gun mountings and magazine
terations completed, and vessel ready for sea.
6 | : Sailing orders postponed on account of gale
warnlinge .

1119K Proceeded to Villgge Point, Watsons Bgy, for

sheltere _
12008 All fast Village Pte. Wharf. )
During passsge across Harbour a loud metallic

knocking sound was heard in starboard engine. Aafter securing,
inspection of this engine was made and a failure was found in
the "ball races", This was reported to F.0O«.I.C. Sydney, and ship

was ordered to Garden Island.
17th - 22nd July: Starboard engine under repaire
ﬁ/ 23rd July s+ Engines started up at 0930K.

| ﬂlﬂ\ 1509K Let go and proceededes
| #\ﬁ; 1547k  Cleared Heads
AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1072954
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- aALe
a3rd July (Contd)s b APt

b2 Engineer reported port engine seized. u”;;,é
AS repairs co not be effected at sea, reported condition to ' "7
F«0.I,C. Sydney, and returned to Garden Islands During passsge 3/

ima;rd commenced stripping port enginee
1 All fast alongside. Work was carried on

through the. to
24? July ¢ Enge.lieutenant-Commander Liddell inspected
efective engine gnd confirmed the running of metal in all
“big ends%,
30th %ﬁ : .
-1 200K Engines runninge.

otarted enginese

Let goo

Cleared vwharf and proceeded.
Cleared Heads

1530K

3lst July 3 Wind and sea increased late Pelle On
Passaga-

Machine : Some delgy occurred with the replacement of
ball races through the lack of suitable tools for drawing the

race. These had to be manufactured at Garden Islande

Prior to failure in port engine, both
engines were started at 0930K, 23rd July, and kept running till
seizure at 1602K, and had shown no sign of defect during this
periode. Heport of kngineer is attached for informatione The
lack of spares for both main engines and auxiliary (Crossley)
will be a source of considerable embarrassment in an operational
area, in the event of future failures and defects.

Some spares were obtained in Sydney for

main motors, but Crossley spares are apparently unobtainable
in Australiae

Ev'ﬂ care has been, and is taken to
warm engines prior to sailing, and at no time are they run at

other than safe loadinge
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FPersonnel % Health: The settling down period is proceeding
W & e health of all hands has been on the whole goode

Traini ¢ All hands are being trained in the use
mﬁéi and portable armememt; it is intended to fire Piats

when crews have more experience in their handlinge C(rew are
“working up" on passage, and should be an efficient ship's

Company, (if their keenness can be taken as a criterion), m
arrigg at the forward base.

ener : There is little of note, but one of
relier that the ship is now proceeding to carry out the wark
that all in her have been waiting to do for many monthse

It is intended to write a full report on
the ship's performance on arrival at Dase.

small structural and fitting defects crop
up from time to time, one being the falling off of door handles
with monotonous reguiari‘by.

Little can be done with the ship carrying
a full loade When all cargo is discharged a thorough inspec-
tion of below deck fittings and securing bolts will be madee.

Steaming Time 33 hrse 50 mins.
Distance steamed 222 r':?liig:
Average speed . ®

Muel consumed 506 gallons

Totdl Steaming Time since commissioning 160 hrs. 25 mins.
w" Distance steamed ® . 1251 miles

"  Tuel consumed 2024 gallons

] Moo

LIEUTENANT ReAeNeRe(S)
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| bé:-!/? Frene, 1945
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FROM + COMMANDING OFFICER, H.M.A.S. "ANACONDA".
TO ¢ SECRETARY NAVAL BOARD.
DATE ¢ 1lst JULY, 1945.

SUBJECT : LETTER OF PROCEEDINGS = MONTH ENDING 30th JUNE, 1945.

/f7hj Submitted for the information of the Naval Board, the

following Jletter of proceedings for the ship under my command.

3. 1lst = 12th June. In harbour. Vessel was loaded with general 7
= .

—_

special cargo for S.,R.D. in forward areas. A.V.K. set and S. phone
was installed, and original W/T unit exchanged for ATS A R g’a‘f‘f—

1l3th June. 1432K Vessel slipped and proceeded 1711.

Entered West Channel. 1753 Cleared West Channel. 1825. Cleared
Haﬂ.dﬂ .

14th June. O08l14K. Rounded Wilson's Promontory. On rounding
the Promontory moderate to rough N.E. sea and swell was experienced

and carriled to Cape Everard. When weather conditions improved

considerably.

15th June. Vessel making water through forward sides and
foes'le deck planking; Weather conditions continued to improve.

16th June. 1507k Entered Sydney Heads and proceeded to berth
alongside H.M.A.S. "RUSHCUTTER". Vessel was drawing 11'6" and

took the mud at low water, fortunately no damage or strain resulted.

17th June. On inspection, caulking on forward side planking
to the break of the focs'le on both sides was found to have

spewed, and large lengths of oakum were hanging out of the side. >
Arrangements were made with the Army authorities and Australian

Ship Building Board to re-caulk where necessary,

\g\ "
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19th June. Vessel proceeded to A.E.M.E. workshops at Chowder
Bay where caulking was commenced by the lst Australian Watercraft
Workshops under S.B. supervision and wasg found to be far more

extensive than originally anticipated.

General. Cargo handling facilities in this vessel leave
much to be desired, particularly at No.2 hold which was originally
Intended to handle weights up to 5-tons; during loading operations
in Melbourne weights of 20 cwt. listed the ship 10° with an
overhanging of about 8-feet, greater loads and overhang with light
load condition would make her definitely unstable. Proof loading
tests are to be carried out before proceeding North, this hag been
requested by A.S.B. who were not satisfied with the loads allowed by tk
the Deputy Director of Navigation in Hobart, where initial "tilting"
and proof load tests were made.

Ship's company are settling down though, the long
periods ashore, and standing by, and delays incurred through defects
have caused understandable irritation and discontent, which will
disappear when the ship eventually gets into her operational area.

(1) Armament. Hispano Suiza, 20mm. cannon were removed
eand replaced by a 40 mm. Bofors on aft gun position. Two twin
«50 calibre A.C. Browning machine guns were mounted on the focs'le
in lieu.of the original two Hispano's.

Magazine wag altered to take Bofors and Piat
ammunition. All the above work was carried out by the Gun
mounting Department, Garden Island.

Ammunition was drawn from Army supplies.

(2) Engines and Machinery. Propelling machinery has
functioned well to date, minor defects have been remedied by

ship's staff without delay to ship's movements.
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Several points made in Engineer Lieutenant Miles' report
have been noted for rectificaticn on arrival in our Northern

base.

Steam Time : /5 )(lw 50 munns

Steaming Distance : ‘??
Fuel Consumption : /) a@/ffd,& ﬂ/j ?ffuﬂ /é"/ MJ

/b knn 85 m

Ste Time Since Commissioning

Total Distance Since Commissioning = /0 35 v

] Hualis

ol RANRIS)
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3 H.M.A.E.ﬁtiamwjidﬁ/ REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS.

My 945
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MINUTE PAPER.
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SUBJECT : g 7

At /1 ¢
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TELEPHONES :

g TN e kil :
LA 1537-8 .;ISERVICES RECONNAISSANCE DEPARTME
- | O -JUNISAS 9. St 5
No. .. o v o S i | |
TR/SFRe—— | it s 10 = =g, e
B S.E. 1

2 ... 8th June, .. .194 5,
From: Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S. "Anaconda".
To:  Secretary, A.C.N.B.

Submitted that the following letter of Proceecdings
submitted for the information of the Naval Board covers the

activities of H.M.A.S. "Anaconda" to the month ending 31st
May, 1945.

23.5.45 Vessel completed acceptance trials under Army

Inspection Branch at 1615 and commissioned at 1630,
Trials were commenced about 1030, 22nd May, with
Mr. Weymouth, Deputy Director A.S5.B, Eng/Lt.
Myles, M(B,, Observer and Mr. Boxall of Army
Inspection as Master; Lt, Haultain RANR(S) and
ship's company of "Anaconda" manned vessel during
this period. The trials were considered satisfactory,
although several minor defects which were noted and
pointed out to the inspecting authorities were
rectified during subsequent g:;iad in eﬁ:ﬂt. (ﬁo
report rendered by the Base ineer cer t.

- Myles, RNR(S)) has been forwarded to Naval Board

under N.0.I.C. Hobart's cover. |

2h.5.145 1 loaded eargo for N.5.0. and army authorities.
;;:Bgrm.ur of Eagmmia , the Hon. R. Cosgrove, M.H.A,

accompanied by Mr. Parkes, Under Secretary, made an
official visit to inspect the ship.

25.5.45 In harbour, victualled ship, defecis being rectified.
26.5.145 Defects being peetified. Continued working cargoe.

| | .C. Hobart,
\ox 27.5.15 fects being rectified, 1100 N.O.l
\&T\L ggr. v.A.T. Ramage, RAN) inspected shipe

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT0/72954



T '
SHSTVINNS SERVICES RECONNAISSANCE DEPARTMENT

LA 1537-8
y
F.G SVt %a&f

No. ... w;;;,m .%; < 2%35%
i N R - 194 B
- B -
28.5.45 0920 slipped and proceeded.
29.5.45 On passage.
30.,5.45 1138 entered heads and pz;ﬁeoeded to harbour.

1505 anchored off Gellibrand Light awaiting orders.
1630 secured alongside Nelson Pier, Williamstown.

Both aecceptance trials and passsge to Melbourme were
eminently satisfactory. The minor defects which developed
during the 24 hours 22nd to 23rd ilay were satisfactorily
corrected, although the several points brought up by the
B.5.0. Hobart are still in abeyance for subsequent attention.

Submitted that present officer complement is insufficient
for safe navigation in the waters in which this vessel is to
operate. Bolh myself and the lst Lieutenant averaged 18 hours
per day on the passage, which was noteable for caim and fine
weather. IT it is desired to adhere tc the present officer
establishment I should like further to submit that the strain
placed on these officers is excessive under normal conditions
and under bad weather conditions is aggravated. If it is
possible, it is respectfully suggested that,to allow of more
efficient and safer conduct of the vessel, two officers be
attached, if only temporarily, for the passage from Melbourne
to our forwarc vase.

J et

Lt. R.A.N.R(S)
C.0. HMAS "Anaconda"
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