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121/3/16 Hobio A.5. VENGEANCE
At bes.

13 February, 1955,

oir,

, I heve the honour to report the proceedimgs of H.i.A. Ship
under my commen & for the month of January, 1955.

2. The whole of January was spent alon side Fitting Out Wharft,
Garden Island. With Dockyard essistence being utilised as necessary,
work was completed satisfactorily during thise self-refit period.

De The laet week of the month was e particularly busy one storing
ahipr loading free freight and painting ship in preparation for the
ship' @ departure for Hobart. '

b Necessary stores and personnel were taken on board for a
Helicopter Unit which was to accompany the ship in connection with a
surveying commitme nt for the Tasmnian Hydre~Electric Commission. One
ceafury and one Firefly aircraft were also embarked for display purposes.

5 CONDITI CN OF THE SHIF, The usual Aifficulties with ship
maintenmance associated with a self refit and leave period were experienc
-2d.

6. CLMPLEMSNT CHANGSS. A large number of changes took place in
both the officer and rating comglements during Janwary. In addition
9 nidshipmen R.A.N.R.(S) joined the ship for 3 months sea training on
the 25rd.

y ITRAINING. The training progrsmme remained in abeyance
during the month,

8. RUCRAATION, VW SLFARE, GNTERTAINGENT. With one watch on leawve
for the majority of the month and with all hands fully employed towards
the end of the refit period, the tempo of svort hae becen slow., The
ship'e cricket tteam played five I Zingari fixtures, winning four and
losing the fifth, These results led to the ship winning the I Zingari
Trophy which 18 the third major sports trophy won since June 1954.

Playere from the ship represented the Flect Officers and
Fleet Ratings Cricket teams in their matches with the corresponding
E.A.A. Command teams. VENGEANCE was also repr-<sented in the Fleet
V. Command Fixture. Swimmers took part in the competition for the
Admiral Moore Cup,

Physical Exercise Mae keen carried out on weekdays by the
R.A.N.R., Midshipmen borne for training., Nineteen ratings passed the
Provisional Swimming Teet during the month.

9. BEALTH. The general health of the ship's company has Been
verYy gond, '

A0, CONDUCT AND LiCRALE. Conduct and morale are satisfactor®i

n

I have he honour to be,

FLAG OFFICER COuANDING, Sir,
H.il. AUSTRALIAN FLuET.

; Your obedient servast.
Lnclosure. (
Appendix "A"-Report in accordance with /}"
C.N.O. 107/48 para 6. | CAPTAIN
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Appendix to H.u.A.5. VENGBANCE letter 121/3/16 dated 13 February 1955.
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APPENDIX "AY,

Report in accordance with C.N.0.107/48 para 6.

(a) Distance steamed during month N3l
(b) Hours under way Nil
(¢) Average distance/ton of fwl Nil

() Diestance stesmed since commissioning AC,473.7 miles

(e) Total hours under way since commissioning H752 55/60
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HM,A,S, VENGEANCE
At Sea,

8 March, 1955.

Sir,

I have the honeur to report the proeecedings of H M,A, Ship under my
eommand. for the month of February, 1955. All times are Zone (=10).

2, The lst, of the month saw final preparations for the ships departure from
Sydney after a period of 56 days self refit and leave, Onhe Sea Fury and One Firefly
aireraft were embarked for display purposes, and loading of Free Freight ammunition
was cempleted during the day,

e At 0915 on the 2nd, the ship slipped from alongside Fitting Out wharf and

proce¢ded to sea: H M,A.S, ARUNTA took station astern and followed out of harbour.

When clear of ths Heads course was set for a rendez-vous off Jervis Bay where 2

helicopters from Nowra were due to be flown aboard. Opportunity was taken to
'axercise plotting teams and carry out a Radar calibration with ARUNTA en route.

At 1545 both helicopters were landed on, and course set for Hobart,

L, Further exercises, including eompetitive plotting, Radar calibration, D/F
calibration, line transfer, and general station keeping, were carried out during
the remainder of the passage. On the evening of the 3rd the ships opened out to
allow ARUNTA to male a night attack on VENGEANCE and exercise Star shell firing.
Several helicopter sorties were flown for fraining.

e On rounding One Tree Point on 4th ARUNTA was detached to anchor in her
assigned berth for duties as Regatta Flagship, and VENGEANCE secured alongside
south side Omean pier at 0800,

6, A busy forenoon taken up with official calls was experienced on arrival,
These aro listed in Appendix "E".

Te As usual Hobart lived up to its reputation for hospitality, and a
formidable programme of entertainment and sporting astivities had been planned for
.the ship's visit, Mull details of the programme are given in Appendix "D",

8. My wife was present in the port throughout the ship's stay in Hobart,
owing to the Govermment House reception we were unable to attend the QOverseas League
(20th Century Grouy) Party on Wecdnesday 9th. Our absence from this function was
sui{tably explained to the President.

De At 1000 on the 5th the first of the two New Zealand Ships, H.M.N.Z.S.
HAWR.L, entered harbour and berthed on the north side of Qcean Pier. H,M.N,Z.,S.

BLAOK PRINCE (S.0.) arrived at 0630 on Tuesday 8th and seoured alongside Macquarie
041l wharf, At BLACK PRINCE's request I continued to administer the Port after his
arrival. This was the main Regatta day for Naval units and proved highly successful,
although honours went to the New Zealanders in all events,

10, The ship was open to Public Inspection on Saturday 5th, Sunday 6th, and
Tuesday 8th, and approximately 9,000 visitors took the opportunity to come on
board during these periods,

& On Wednesday 9th I was honoured to entertain Their Excellencies Sir
William and Lady Slim and Sir Ronald and Lady Cross to dinner prior to a Reception
held at Govornment House that evening,

12, Prom a publicity point of view the Navy's part in this jears Hobart
Regatta was somewhat overshadowed by the presence of the R,A.A.FP, 77 Squadron of
iMeteors, and the jvon Sabre both of which gave impressive displays over Hobart,

PLiG OFFICER OQMMANDING,
H.M, AUSTRALIAN FLEET. LB asnassisenaisentcanessavis
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15 The Helicopter Flight embarked in VENGEANCE, however, kept Hobart's
interest in the Navy very much alive, as well as satisfacturily fulfilling its
function in assisting the work of the Hydro Electric Cammission uf Tasmania, A

full report on the activities of the Squadron was forwarded in my 112/3/1 dated
13 February, 1955,

14, At 0500 on Saturday 12th, VENGEANCE slipped and proceeded out of harbour
with H,M,N.Z.S., HAWEA in eompany.

15. On rounding Tasman Light heavy fog was encountered for some hours, but
the general weather remained fine for the passage north,

16. Station keeping and simple plotting exercises were earried out with
HAWEA who was detached off Jervis Bay at 0325 on the 14th., VENGEANCE eontinued
northwards until 0800 when both helicopters were flown off for Nowra,

At 1000 T spoke H,M.A.S. SYDNEY wearing your predecessor's flag, The
occasion was suitably marked. VENGEANCE entered Sydney Harbour and berthed at
.Fitting Out Wharf at 11Q7.

17 On Tuesday 15th T paid an official call on Flag Offiesr in Charge East
Australia Area - Acting Rear Admiral H,J, Buchanan, C.B,E.,, D.S.0., which was
returned at 1205, I then had the pleasure of entertaining A/Rear Admiral Buchanan
to luncheon,

18. After a brief two days in Sydney the ship slipred and procecded for
esternport at 1100 on Wedncsday 16th.

19. By the middle of the afternoon the strong winds encountered after

clearing the Heads had increased considerably, and winds over 65 knots were registered.
This necessitated a reduction in speed during the passage to Vesternport, and the

ship subsequently arrived at 0900 on Friday 18th. The 0il Fuel Lighter was secured
alongside after anchoring, and a total of 496 tons of vil fuel transferred from
VENGEANCEZ to the lighter by 1500,

20, Some 244 National Service Trainces and the R,A.N.R. Band from LONSDALE II
were embarked during thc day, and the ship proceeded from Westernport at 2100 for
‘Tasmanian Waters.

21. The pagsage south was uneventful, though strong south west winds
aecampanied the ship until through Banks Strait.

224 A8 no partisular advantage would have been gained by the short stay
intended at Qyster Bay, this was omitted from the programme; the ship proceeded
direct to Port Arthur and anchored at 0750 on the 20th,

23, During the 4 day period spent at Port Arthur one watch recreational

leave was granted, A dance was held ashore for 40 ratings, music being provided by the
Reserve Band,

24, After the long perioed during which Training had been in abeyance it was
a very welcome thing for the ship to fulfi! asain its Training function, and port
Arthur provided an ideal harbour for this in all respects,

25. Sailing and pulling proved very popular, and good fishing was experienced,

26. One mishap occurred which resulted in the grounding with some damage to
one of the ships Motor Boats. This is the subject of a separate report.

Sl A party of about 150 schoolchildren was embarked on the forenoon of the
22nd and were conducted round the ship.

28, At 0530 on the 24th the ship weighed and procecded from Port Arthur for
the Huon River,

/291-&##-#"-'-1'.1-111
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29. At the southern end of D!'Entrecastesux Channel all 4 whalers were
dropped with 2 cunrcom, and 2 N,8.T. crews fur a sailing race to the intended ships
anchorage, - 15 miles away. fTraining classcs were exercised in Seaboat Drills for
2 hours after which the ship progeeded wp the Huon River and anchored at 1300 off
Flight Bay, two miles south of Port ruon.

30. This also proved an ideal anchorage, and work was progressed on the ship
in addition to normal training.

M On Sunday 27th all 4 whalers were ag:in sailed independently for Barnes
Bay some 26 miles through D'Entrecasteaux Channel, where it was proposed they camp
for the night and be picked up the following day by the ship on her way through the
channel. 1In the event only 2 of the whalers reached their destination. One
capsized in a strong gust after 17 miles and the remaining whaler stayed in company.

52 A small party of Port Huon sehoolehildren were given a conducted tour of
the ship, and my officers and I entertained a party of 25 local citizens on board
from 1700 to 1930,

33 This exercise for Midshipmen and National Service Trainecs provided
cnormous experienee and many valuable lessons were learnt.

3. The ship sailed from the Huon River at U700 on the 28th and the whalers
were hoisted on board during the forenoon.

35. The passage through D'Entrecasteaux Channel provided considerable
interest, and after entering Storm Bay at 1015, the ship proweeded into Frederick
Henry Bay.

36. gezboat" Drille was again exercised for some hours before entering
Vorfolk Bay where the ship anchored at 1420,

31 The presence of the Reserve Band on board has proved a great asset,
and they hove done extremely well in their short time embarked.

38. R..L.N. Ships coming straight from leave and refit periods are at
considerable disadvantage when competing against New Zealand ships in all forms
of sport including boat pulling. However, there is greater enthusiasm for buwat
pulling in the New Zealand Navy and I understand their crews keep in training =all
the year.

29 TR.LINING. The large intake of National Servicemen at Westernport has
brought the total trainee complement to 430,

A0, A number of instructional aids have been fitted, including a demonstratl-n
whaler and a working set of disengaging gear (béth in "C" Hangar), and a board
showing the knots and spliecs. in the syllabus.

o Full advantage has been taken of the localities for boatwork, and
trainees have sailed in two long races in D'Entrecasteaux Channel as mentioned
earlier, Every trainee in addition has been dropped in a seaboat both in harbour
and whilst underway.

ho., RECRE/ATION, "ELFARE, ENTERTAINMENT. An intensive programme of sport
hos been carried out during the month, commencing with the Hobart Regatta period and

culminating with keenly contested competitions on board,

/h-} -------- sheoABdbEBLIRENSRN
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L3, The Hobart Programme was as follows:-

Saturday 5th.rebruary

Sunday 6th., February

Monday 7th, PFebruary

Tuesday 8th, February

Wednesday Sth,February

Thursday 10th. February

Friday 11th, February

Sailing Race for Waalers and Dinghies.

Officers' Golf Championship for Royal Hobart

Officers! Royal Tennis Championship for
Hobart Tennis Club Cup,

Fleet Pulling Regatta, Whalers and Dinghies
sailing race for Clark Cup, Swimming events,
Novelty events, Comicalities etc.

Cricket R,A.N. V. Army,

Fleet Cross Country Race for Clark Cup.
VENGEANCE Petty Officers V. HLACK PRINCE
Petty Officers at Cricket,

Royal Tennis Fleet Officers ; & Army,
VENGE.ANCE Mis¢ellaneous Division V. ARUNTA
Miscellaneous Division at Cricket.

Water Polo VENGEANCE V. BLACK PRINCE.

VENGEANCE V, Army at Basket Ball and social
activities

L. CONDITION OF THE SHIP. The pericd in Tasmanian Waters has alloywed a

lot of the leeway In ships maintonance to be made up and the appearance is satisfactory.

45, HEALTH, The general health of the ships company has been good, 5 cases

of Vv,D, have becen treated,

46, CONDUCT /ND MOR.LE, Conduct and moralv are satisfactory.

Enelosurecs:

.ppendix ".",Report in aecordanece with C.N.O.

107/48 para.b,

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant.

1yt

CaPTLIN

spperdix "B".Report of excess of Economieal Specd.

Appendix "C".Report of whale sightings.
Appendix "D", Social Programme,
Aprpendix "E", Official Calls,

Appendix "F¥. Results of Sport at Hobart.
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(b) Hours underway

Date

3/2/55
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Enclosure to H M..,.S.
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No,of Hrs. Av.Sp.
15 kts,

13.6

156

14.0
17.0
4.5
14.5

15.5.

Position

;JLPPEIEII " A‘i & ]

(a) Distance steamed during the month

(¢) Average distanes/tan of fuel

(4) Distance steamed since cammissioning

Report in aceordanee with C,N.0.107/48 para.6.

(a) Total hours under way since commissioning

APPENDIX "B".

Report of whale sightings.

40 degrees 5/'S.

148 degrees L43'E.

Raport of exwess of economical speed.

Dist.EEEZtnn fuel.

Fuel Ex/Hr.
5-25 2185
L. 3,08
Sl 2,88
L.7 c.99
?'D 21"’5-2
5.25 2.07
5.25 2.07
5.6 2,76
APPENDIX "C",
Iype

1 unidentified

VENGE/NCE Ietter 121/3/16 dated 8 March, 1955.
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241L,3 miles

193 30/60
1.71 miles

62,888 miles

5482 42/60

Reason for exeess.

SP:( "?i th J;RUHTA
Radar calibration

)

) S

) Q/F calibration with
g Replenishment ARUNT..
)

Radar Calibration
SPX with HAWEA

Unknowvm

RCOIGTOF3013



Enclosure to H,M,A.S, VENGEINCE Letter 121/3/16 dated 8 March, 1955.

Pridey 4th, Mebruary

Saturday 5th, February

sunday 6th, February

. Monday 7th, Mebruary

Tuesday 8th, Rebruary

Wednesday Jth, February

Thursday 10th. February

Priday 11¢h. Pebruary

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

AFEENDIX D",

SOCT.LL PROGRLIMME

Naval, Military and Lir Force Club
"Telcome to Officers".
camittee Party at Huon Naval Drill Hall.

Victoria League (Elizabethan Group) "AT
HOME" .

Ex-scrvicemen's Club dance for ships
companies,

Golf Championship, Royal Hobart Golf Club,

Victoria League ( Young Contingent) "At Home"
Blackmans Bay Festival and dance for ships
companies,

Cadbury-Fry-Pascall Girls Club dance for
ships companies,

Regatta Cammittee Official Luncheon.
Evening Reception by United Empire
Societies,

Regatta Ball in Town Hall for ships
companies.

Noval Ball in Royale Ballroom f'or ships
companies,

Social evening in R,S.L, Rooms for ships
companies,

I dined ++ Commanding Officer BLACK PRINCE.

Luncheon given by the Premier for His
Excellency the Governor General attended
by VENGEANCE and ARUNTA,

Overseas Heague (20th Century Group) Party.
Captain's with Mrs, Becher dinner party

on board for Their Excellencies The
Governor General and Lady Slim, His
Excellency The Governor and Lady Cross.
Commander and irs., Tapp. Commander and

Mrs. Green,

Government House Reeeption,

H.M.A, Ships At Home for 461 guests.
Victoria League Annual Ball.

H.M.N.Z.S, BLACK PRINCE At Home,
Dinner party at Guvernment House attended
by Commanding Officers and their ladies.

RCOIGTOF3013



.T
S

0510
0915
0935
0945

100%
1020
QL5

1400
1420
1130

1145
1210

1225

1240

0930
145

Enclosure to H,M.A.S. VENGEANCE Letter 121/3/16 dated 8 March, 1955,
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APPENDIX "E",

OFFICILL  CALLS,

FRID.Y 4th. FEBRU.RY

ARUNT. arrives on beard.
R.N,0, pays call.
Captain, aecompanied by ARUNT., lands to call as follows:-

His Exeellency, The Governor, The Right Honourable Sir Ronald Cross Bt;
K,C.M,G,, K.C.V,0,, at Government House.

The Chief Justice, Sir John Morris Kt., at Judges Chambers,Pranklin Square,
The Lord Mayor, .lderman ..R, Park at Town Hall.

Camander, Tasmanian Command, RBRrigadier I,T, Murdoch, 0,B.E, at
Anglesea Barracks,

Master "ardem, Colonel J. Turner, at Marine Board Office (Courtesy Call).

Return on board.

RETURN CALLS.
Afde de Camp to His Excellency.

commander, Tasmanian Command, Brigadier I.T., Murdoch, 0.B.E.
The chief Justiece, Sir John Morris Kt.
The Lord Mayor, .lderman , R, Park.

The Master Warden, Colonel J. Turner,

TUESDAY 8th FEBRUARY.

Ccall om BL.ACK PRINCE.

BL:..CK PRINCE returns call,

EEH)NESDHY 9th L] FEEHIJLL RI ]

Approx,1000 Captain lands to call on the Premier, The Honourable Robert

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

cosgrove (1030)., Ry mutual agreement not returned owing to the
Premier's pre~occupation with election.
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APPENDIX "F",

Detailed results of sport at Hobart are given in part IT to this appendix.

2. Clubs and Associations at Hobart extended their usual hospitality to
officers and men., Free admission was extended to ratings for several sporting
events., Tours of the Cascade Brewery proved ever popular,

Se On board new competitions at Basket Ball (28 teams), Volley Ball (44 teams),

Deck Hockey (30 teams), Badminton (31 pairs) and Contract Bridge (28 pairs) have
been commenced and great interest is being displayed in them. The Under Water
Swimming Club was continued it's activities with vigour and has acquired an under-—
water camera and a projector. Boxers have been in constant training for the Inter
3ervioe Sports,

b Cinema has proved the mainstay of entertainment at sea and in isolated

‘fxnnhoragea. The eustomary intercst has been shown in fishing,

5 Physical Exereise has been carried out on week days by Midshipmen and by
Trainees (since the latter have been embarked)., Similar exercise has been carried
out by the whole ship's company when Evening Quarters have been held., It hag not
becn practicable to carry out any swimning instruction during the month.

PJ,:'LRT II .

DETATLYD RESULTS OF STORT AT HOB/\RT,

Pulling Regatta,

Seamen Black Prince, Hawea, Black Prince, srunta, Vengeance, Vengeance,
srunta (8 boats competed ~ one Vengeance boat disqualified).

Ch. and'R,0's, Black Prince, Hawea, .runta, Vengeance, srunta, Vengeance,
Vengeance, (8 boats competed - one Black Prince boat disqualified)
: .xginarmm Black Prince, Black Prince, vengeance, Hawea, Arunta, Lrunta,
‘gemmunications Black Prince, Black Prince, Hawea, Arunta, Vengeance,
Electriecal Black Prince, Plack Prince, Hawea, Vengeance and jrunta tied for
fourth place,
Miscellaneous Hawea, Blaek Prince, Black Prince, Vengeance, irunta, Vengeance
vengecancse,
Open Black Prince, Hawea, Vengeance, JArunta, Vengearm e, Arunta,
Off'icers Black Prince, Hawea, arunta, Vengeance, Vengeance, Vengeance.
Wi Points scored towards Regatta Cock counting one boat per ship per race
and first boat scoring 8 points, sceond 6 points etm:-
Black Prince 62
Hawea L8
vengeance 25
;Flruntﬂ 25
Do Points scored by Australian Ships towards Fleet Aggregate Trophy

eounting two boats per ship per race when this number was entered by Arunta (Scorc
8, 6 etc.) and one boat per ship per race in remaining races (score 4, 3 etc):-

Arunta &%

Vengeance 49 g
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Ls Sailigg Races.

Saturday 5th, February Hawea Whaler, Arunta Dinghy, Vengeance

Dinghy, Arunta Dinghy. Remaining boats d4id
not complete the course,

5. Tuesday 8th, PFebruary Hawea Whaler, Blaek Prince Einghy, Vengeance
Whaler, Arunta Whaler, Black Prince Dinghy,
Arunta Dinghy, Black Prince Whaler, Black
Prince TWhaler, Arunta Dinghy, Hawea Dinghy,
Vengeance Dinghy. (One Vengeance Dinghy
did not complete the course).

6. Points scored by Australian Ships in Tuesday's race for the Clark Cup
counting two whalers and two dinghies per ship (score 5,3, 2 in each oless);:—

Arunta 11
vengeance W/

Ccross country Race for Clark Cup.

j & pogition ship Points
1st. Black Prince 126
2nd. Hawea 396
Ird. Vengeance 631
Ll'th- illrlm'ta {-;9}'?
8. First twelve runners home were divided as follows:-
Black Prince 1st., 2nd,, 3rd., 4th,, 6th,, 7th.y 10th., 11th.,
Hawea 5th., 8th,, 9th,
Voengeance 12th,

Rﬂxal Tetinis.

Je The Fleet Officers knockout Championship attracted 27 entries, The
campetition was won by Sub Lieutenant (S) P4, Wood R.,A.N, of Vengeance,

10, The team competition Fleet V. Arty was held with six players a side. TIL.
competition was won by the Army by five matches to one.

officers Golf Championship.

1% Resudtts were as follows:-

Name and Renk Ship Strokes Handicap Net
Inst.Cdr. Guest Vengeance 81, 12 7
cdr. Stevenson Vengeance 86 16 70
Capt.Becher Vengeance 93 19 Th
S/Lt.Keay Arunta 110 2l 86
Lt. Percy Asrunta 110 2l 86
cdr, (S) Rose Vengeance 110 2L 86
Cdr. Tapp Arunta 111 2l 87

L. (S) Smith Vengeance 115 2) 9
a/Lt. (8) wood Vengeance 105 2l 31
1t.Cdr. Nenney Vvengeance 105 2 o1
3/1t. () Dalton Venzeance 106 2L, g2

/12li'lilll'-'«l'l'-.'-"
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SWimming Events.

i A

Results were as follows:-

Event

Trans Derwent Swim
(1] (5]

"
"

n
i "
" "

80 yards

n L
L] L1

Inter Ship Relay
]

1)

Ll L)

Name

Logan
Groegory
Ford
Spenee

Logan
Giess
Mills

Raﬂg Rate

surg.Lt. (D)
Not Xnown
P.0.

Ledie

SurE-Lt-(D)
Ord.,
Not knowm

Ship

Black Prinee
Black Prince

Yengeance
Yengeance

Black Prince
vengeance
Arunta

Black Prince
Hawea
vengeance

e R e o P —— P g e S p———— A —————

Place

1st,
2nd.
31‘{1 .
J+thl'

1lst.
2nd.
3rd.

1st,
2nd.
ird.

Pive competitors took part in the Prans Derwent Swim, sixteem in the

Conmicalities ete,

14.

and one each from Black Prince and ‘runta.

. crickeat,

15.

80 yeards Championship and seven teams of four in the Inter Ship Relay.

There were four entries for the Comicalities section, two from Vengeance

Best Costume Display

Most Original Display (War canoe)

Best Decorations

Best Decorations (2nd)

Best Camical Display
Best CqQmical Display
Best Camiecal Display

|

(1s%.)

1st)
equal second
equal second

Best sustained Characters
Pillow Fight: P,0, Riddell (1st
A.B, Morelamd(2nd

Royal /ustralian Navy
vYongeance Petty (Officers
Vengeanee Liisecellaneous

Water PEIQ .

16.

Black Prinoe

Basket Ball.

17.

vengeances

Prizge Mﬁn&x and Prizes.

18,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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defeated

defeanted
defaated

defgated

defeated

vengeance

Black Prince
Black Prince
Vengeance
Venhgeance
vengeance
Arunta
Black Prinece
Black Prince
Vengeante

SXmy

Prizes were awarded as follows:-

Black Prinee Petty Officers
Arunta lMiscellaneous

vengeance

:1 I.my

Hobart Regatta prize money was allocated as follows:-

Black Prince
Havea
Vengeance
Arunta

/19"il-llliil'iiiilllll‘
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19. In the Fleet Cross Country Race trophies were awarded for the first three
individual runners home and medallions to the first twelve runners iu the winning

team (Black Prince). These prizes were those purchased (by the Fleet Sports Fund)
for the 1954 race which was cancelled.

Fleet trophies were won as follows:-

Trophy Name of Winner ﬁiE or Servies

Royal Hobart Golf Club Inst.Cdr, Guest vengeance
cup.

Clark Sailing cup. Arunta
Clark Cross Country Cup Vengeance

enman Challenge Cup Arunta

Royal Teunis Cup Army

Fleet Royal Tennis Cup Veugeance

RCOIGTOF3013
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X

121/3/16
H.M,A.S, VENGEANCE
At Sea.
5 April, 1955,
Sir,

I have the honour to report the proceedings of X,M.A, Ship under my
command for the month of March 1955. All times are Zone (—-1#).

2, The ship remained at anchor in Norfolk Bay until 1600 mn the 3rd. As was
the case with Port Arthur and the Huon River this proved an ideal anchorage. The
weather held fine and it was possible to carry out a satisfactory programme of
National Service training, and o nrogress vork in the ship.

L 59 As no berth alongside was available owing to the apple export season
being in full swing the original intention to anchLor overnight in N.W. Bay was
abandoned, and the ship procecded direct to Hobart from Norfolk Bay.

k. At 2000 VENGEANCE anchored in mid-stream where she remained for the
period at Hobart. This provided much needed+boat work for my coxswains and boats
crews who too frequently are inexperienced through no fault of their own. It is
also excellent experience for my young watchkeepers. A work boat was provided by
Huon, and ferries were obtained to assist in landing libertymen.

De After nearly three weeks with only limited recreational leave ashore the
long week-end came as a welcome break and was thoroughly enjoyed by all hands.

6. The final of a Trainees Regatta, which eommenced in Norfolk Bay, was
pulled during the stay in Hobart between a National Serviee student crew and a
R,A. N, Trainee crew. Keen interest and competitive spirit had been shown in this
Regatta which was won_in a close race by the National Serviecemen.

Te At 1100 saturday 5th March T was honoured to join the off'icial party
at the opening of the Ex-Navalmen's semorial Hall by the Governor,

VENGEANCE provided a Guard of Honour for His Excellency, oomposed of National
Servicemen,

8, _A£-1130 on Tuesday 8th the ship weighed and proceeded for Westernport
where she arrived at (800 on the 10th., After effecting a rapid turnover of
National Service Trainees VENGEANCE weighed and proceeded for Sydney at 1200.

9. A satisfactory quarterly full power triil was carried out on passage
and revs for 22 knots obtained. I was anxious to determine what speed the ship
wag capable of with only three servioeable Engfne Room Fans.

10, During the entry into Sydney Harbour on the 12th the tug Hero, whilst
being secured forward after rounding Bradley's Hecd, fculed the bow overhang and
forward obscrvation platform, This resulted in some distortion to the platform
which was repaired by ship's staff, The incident was reported to F,0,I.C.E.A.
in my letter No. 112/5/7 datedqgyarch,1955.

., The ship subsequently berthed alongside Fitting Out Wharf at 0730 where
she remained during the period 12th - 18th.,

2. 7hilst alongside, 0il Fuel was embarked from a lighter, anf some 10,€00
rounds of 40 mm. shells off loaded.

FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING,
H.M, AUSTRALIAN FLEET, Fniersnsssrinorimait S
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13 At 1100 on 18th the ship slipped and proceeded for Jervis Bay coming
to anchor in Al berth at 1830. TUBRUK being already in Jervis Bay, a short
eonference with Captain D.10 regarding the scheduled Fleet Exercises was held in
VENGEANCE shortly after anchoring. I then had the pleasure of entertaining
Captain Rhoades to dinner un board.

4. At about midnight it was reported that the 3,A.R., craft AIR SPEED had been
1llsegally taken to sea at 2300, and TOBRUK who had sailed at 2330 searched to the
northward as she proceeded to Sydney. T raised sbeam with the intention of proceed-
ing to sea if required. AIR SPEED however returned to Jervis Bay at first light and
VENGEANCE reverted to normal notios for steam. Apparently a drunken and disgruntled
Engineer Mechanic had taken the craft with the intention of calling on his girl in
Hobart but lost his nerve when he got to sea.

15. Prior to leaving Sydney 3uU Sea Cadets, with an officer inm charge, were
embarked for a two day period on board. They trained hard end possibly the highlight
of their time in VENGEANCE was landing Ly wuats through light surf at Jervis Bay,
fullowed by a barbecue on the beach, They returned to Sydney by rail on Sunday 20th,

16, The ship weighed and proceeded at 1430 on 21st to rendezvous with H.M.A,
Ships TOBRUK (gapéeim D.1U) WARRAMUNGA and ARUNTA S.E, of Jervis Bay at 1600,

7. After joining up a Bent line sc¢reen was ordered on VENGEANCE and the ships
proceeded south to join SYDNEY and ANZAC to the S.W, of Gabo Island.

18. The two forces joined at 0800 on the 22nd and after a 13 gun salute was
accorded your Fleg Sir, a comprehencive series of manoeuvres and exercises was
carried out in company during the day.

13. This provided valuable and much needed experience in Fleetwork, and an
opportunity for the trainees to observe Flect units working together, and to obtain
for the majority their first view of operational flying.

29, After an 2ll too short tut instructive day VENGEANCE was detached at
1430 and proceeded independently to Melbourne to be present for the remaining few
days of the Moomba Fes+ival. .

21, Duento a tanker occupying the berth allocated, the ship dd not secure
alongside Quter East Princes Pier until 1700,

22, On Thursday 24th and Friday 25th I made a number of official calls which
‘have been listed in Appendix IV.

23. The ship was opened for public inspection during the weekend and over
4000 visitors eame on board.

Shie At 1000 on Monday 28th the chief of the Naval Staff Rear Admiral R.R.
Dowling C,B.E., D.S.0., came on board and inspected a National Service Cuard and
the ship's eampany at pivisions., on his leaving the ship preparations for sea
were campleted and the ship slipped and proceeded at 1100.

25, After a rough transit of the Rip VENGEANCE proceeded to Westernport and
came to anchor in Cl berth at 1815. WARRAMUNGA who had proceeded independently
from Melbourne entered harbour at 1900 and anchored in D1 berth. ;lso in harbour
Was GLADSTONE who was subsequently anchored in D2 berth in order to give her
agsistance in landing liberiymen,

26. During the 29th 511 tons of oil fucl were transferred from VENGEANCE to
the 01l Fuel Lighter,

27, On ithe final two days of the month the ship remained. at anchor and a
nunber of Inter-service personnel were shown round .

/lllIri-IllliillilliIZB
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Page 3 of H.M.A.S., VENGEANCE Letter No. 121/3/16 dated 5 April, 1955.

28, CONDITION OF THE SHIP, Satisfactory progress has been made with work
in the ship.

29. TRAINING., At Westernport and Sydney the student classes of National
ServicemenTwere disembarked, and this has reduced the number of trainees on board
to 200,

30. HEALTH. The general health of the ship's campany has been very good.

M. CONDUCT AND MORALE. Conduct and murale yemain satisfactory.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant.

ENCLOSURES :

Appendix I. Report in accordance with ¢ N,0, 1U7/48 para 6.
Appendix II. Report of excess of economical speed.
Appendix III. Report of Whale sighting.

Appendix IV. Official Calls.

Appendix V. Sport and Recreation.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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1hﬂﬂlﬂﬂurﬂ to H.M.A.S. VENGELNCE Letter No, 121/3/16 dated 5 April, 1355.
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APPENDIX I,
Report in accordanece with C.N,0. 107/48 para.é6.

(a) Distance steamed during month 1866 miles

(b) Hours under way 158 24/60

(c) Average distance/ton of fuel 1.34 miles

(d) Distance stesmed sinee commissioning 289,094.4 miles
(e) Total hours wnder way 5,641 6/60

LPPENDIX II,

Repart of excess of economical speed.

Fuel Exp. all  Dist. run/
No,of hrs. Av Speed. purposes/hour.  ton of fuel. Reason

2,68 power trial.

2.%Z, in company
TORRUK , WARRAMUNGA

£ Lia

Fleet exercise
in company FOC....

Report of whale sighting.

Date Position Type

218t Mareh. 35 degrees 33' § 1 Finback
150 degrees L5' B

RCOIGTO73013
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maclosure to H.M.A.3. VENGEANCE Letter No. 121/3/16 dataa. 5 April, 1955.

OFFICIAL CALLS - MELBOURNE.

THURSDAY 24 MARCH, 1353.

1600 His Excellency the Governor of Vietoria,

Sir Dallaﬂ B,f'ﬂﬂkﬂ, K.CtBl KtCQ.M.Gt DiSiOi
K.S—[:.Jg B.‘t GJvE-rmnEnt HOU.SE-

The General Officer Commanding Southern
Command, Lieutenant General A,R, Garrett,
C.B.E. at M Block, Albert Park Barraeks,
Main Entrance.

The Air Officer Commanding, Training Command,
Alr Ccommodore E.G. Knﬂx—Knlght C.B.E., &%
ﬂlbert rark Barracks.

The 2nd. Naval ligmber, commodore J,C, Morrow,

D.S.0., D.S.C. at Victoria Barracks, St.
Kilda Road.

The Secretary, Department of the Navy,
Mr. T.J. Hawkins, B.A,, L.L.B at Victoria
parracks, St. Kilda Road.

FRIDAY 28 MARCH, 1955.

_.,_n-ﬁ-_-l-mhl—_l-‘

1000 The chief Justice of Victoria, Lieutenant
General Sir Ed;und Herring, K.B.EB., D.S8.0,:

M.C., E.D. at Law Courts, William Street,
llelbourne.

The Chief of Naval Staff, Rear Admiral R.R.
pDowling, C.B.E., D:S.0., at Victoria Barracks,
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- wnelosure o H.M...S. VENGEANCE Letter No. 121/3/16 dated 5 April, 1955.
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APPENDIX V.,
SFORT AND  RECREATION,

Little sport has been played ashore during the month which has been
part of the "dead period" between the cricket and fobtdball seasons. In fact no
grounds were availadle except during the brief visit to Jervis Bay. Here
opportunity was taken to land players for /ustralian Rules and Rugby training. A

Rugby match dbetween a ship's ocompany team and a team of National Service Tralnees
resulted in a draw,

2e AS there is a limit to which sport can be allowed to interfure with

duty Y could make only s very limited contribution towards the Inter Service Sports

{n Sydney. Many of my best athletas are senior rates and could not be spared for
the timg requested fram their training duties on board., Five ratings were sent
from delbourne to take part, In the Inter Service Boxing L,S..i. Evans and N..,
Pengilley convincingly defeated their opponents of the other Services.

3a The ourrent eompetitions at Basket Ball, Deck Hockay and Volley Ball
were continued with enthusissm and were successfully ocompleted during the month,
as wag a .22 rifle competition.

k. Physical exercise has been carried ocut daily from Mondays to Saturdays
by trainces when the ship has been at sea or in isolated anchorages. The ship's

company has been sim{larly exercised when evening quarters have been held., Fifty
ong ratings have passcd the Prévisional Swimming Test during the month.
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N H.il.A.S. VEVGEANCE,
121/3/16 at 8ydrey.
2 iﬂm'.{El;_'yY 195 5.

oir,

I have the honour te submit the proceedings of H,.M.A.
Ship under my command for the month of April, 1955, All times
are Zone (-10),

24 The beginning of the month foumd VWYGWANCE at Westernpart
for the final day of the Inter Service Sport at Flinders Naval
Depot. During the aft2rnoon gale force wvinds developed, which,

as vell as dislocating the athletic events ashore, mde conditions
in Westernport most unpleasand. The ship was brought to immediate
notice and boat schedules suspended. Later, when conditions
moderated somewhat, the ship reverted to four hours notice and

boat running was resumed.

Ui VZIGEANCE weighed and proceeded from iesternport at
1250 on Saturday 2nd. Gale force winds were encountered on the
initlial stage of the passage and a fairly rough trip was experienced.

Le Lfhe ship arrived in Jervis Bay at 0730 on the 4th and
anchored in A.1 berth.

B The first series of Fleet exercises for VuNGEANCE |
commenced on the 5th when at 0800 in company with SYDNEY and the
10th Destroyer Squadron the ship weighed amd procee ded out of Harbour.

6. During the day various exercises vere carried out. The se
included rocketing and straffing attacks on a splash target towed

by VENGEANCE, competitive plotting, towinz exercise with VEVGEANGE
taking ANZAC in tow, Fleet maneouvres and lifebuoy drills. On
completion tlke force returned to Jervis Bay and anchored overnight.

I The Fleet units proceeded out of Harbour at 0730 on
Wednesday 6th for further exercises, but due to inclement weather in
the afternoon, several of the serials were abandoned, and the force
returned to Jervis Bay until 22 30 when the Fleet weighed and proceeded

in company for Sydney.

B After entering Sydney Harbour in columh VOB RANCE was
detached and proceeded alongside Fitting Out Wharf to disembark
free freight and non-explosive armament stores, and to embark fuel

and provisions.

9. The ship remained alongside until 1500 on Tuesday 12th
when she proceeded independently for Yiesternport to change over
National Service Trainees.

10. Seaboat drills were exercised daily on passage amd tle
ship anchored off Hanns Inlet at 0730 on Thursday 14th.

11. Due to adverse weather reports it was decided to remain
as short a tiwe as possible in westernport, and, accordingly, a
rapid turnover of Trainees was effected, and the ohip weighed and
proceeded at 11 30,

12, The ship kept ahead of the bad weather and after an
uneventful passage ValIGEANCs anchored in Jervis Bay in berth Fox
at 2200 on the 15th.

THE FLAG OFFICFR COMMANDING,
H.M. AUSTRALIAN FLERT, 3 NSRS

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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Page 2 of H.M.A.S. VENGEANCE letter 121/3/16 dated 2 iiay 1955
B

15. At 1125 on Saturday 16th SYDTIY, GUADRANT, ARUIPA, TCBRUK
and ANZAC ent ered Harbour and anchored, with WARRA.UTGA anchoring
at 1330,

1iks During the afternoon a comprehensive numher of Gerersal
Drille were earried out which provided valuable exXperilenee anmd =a

keen conapetitive spirit.

15 About 2200 VEMGEAMCE Motor Poat was stolen from the
guarter hoom and subsegusntly beaeh~d at Vreek Ray.. The boat

wags recowveraed on Sunday 17th undamazed and returned to the ship.
Dztajls of this incid=ent have been reported separately hy signal,

16, At 0OF00 on the 18th ViNGAATICE ssilecd from Jervis Bay
in company with SYDM.Y to intercept 5.S5. lionowai esecor ted by
remainin Flec t units which had departed Jervis Bay the previous
day. |

1-fs On making Radar Contact at 42' SYDNIY and VENG-ANCE
shadowed on a parullel course until 0100 when VilT3sANCE acted
inde pendently to carry out a nicht attack on sionovai.

10. This was completed at 0245 on the 19th and ValusaiCn
then took station astern of .onowai,

19, #leet units detached from donowai about 1030 on the 19th
and westerly course was sct. fleet slanocuvree viére carricd out
during this rcturn passage in conjunction with SYDBBEY's flying
programme,

20, At 0600 VARRAMUNGA transferred ns il ard v ith QUADRANT

and ARUATA acted independently to earry out transfer of oil fuel

to the two Tribals. ARUNTA on completion of fucllins was detached
to Syéney anmd the rem ining ships were ordered to proceed to
Jervis Bay in compapmy. Seaboats were exerciscd on passazz and

the three ships anchored in Jeprvis Bay at 1330 with SYDTY and
TOBRUK entering harbour at 1615,

21 A 21 gun salute was fired at 1200 on Thursday 21st in
honour of the Queen's Birthday.

e Betw~en 0930 and 1130 on Friday 22nd the cehip was inspected
by you sir, amd the rem rke magde by you on completion of your
ingpeetion were gr=atly appracisted by th- Ship's Company.

23 after departure of other Pleet units VINGEANCE remained
2t anchor in Jervis Bay until 1315 on 27th when secaboat drills
were excpclsed under way in Jepvis Bay. The ghip anchored at
1550 until weighing and procceding for 3Sydrey at 2200.

2l . On arrival in Sydney the ship secured to No,2 buoy at

0750 on the 20th where she rem ined until the end of the month.

25. Transfer of National bService Trainees to SYBNEY
and 1instructional equipment was completed during these final
days of the month.

26, The periods of Fleet manocuvres and exercises provided
valuable experience for all hands and in particular c¢nabled Trainees
to 2ain a broader idea of the functions of our Navy,

27 At 1200 on Saturday 30th April VANGEATICE was transferred
to the adminis trative Authortty of #.C.I.C.E.4. and Owerational

Autha ity of the Naval Board, thus bringin: to s closec her seprvice
38 a unlt of the Australian Fleet.

28 Illll'l-ll.lr-l-lillil]
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f Yage 3 of H.u.A.S. VENGEANCE letter 121/3/16 dated 2 uay 1955.
N
28, TRAINING During the first two weeks of April changes

of tralning classes were mede at flinders Naval Depot and Sydney.
On 15th April 2,0 Trainees were borne, when H.u.A.Ship under my
command anchored in Jervis Bay.,

29, General Drill on 16th April was of great value and
thoroughly enjoyed by the trainees as it was the first tine they
had experienced this with a Flee t.

3, Value was also obtained from the Fleet exercises,
rocketeering from SYD™ Y's aircraft providing the main interest,

fp & All Trainees on board were dropped first in the
harbour in s seaboat and on 27th April under way in Jervie Bay.,

i3 Tre tranefer to H.il.A.S. SYDNEY took place fn 29/38 April-
and by 1130 - 30 April all eguipment and all the Traineee ha
been transferred.

33, R.CREATION, WELFARG, BNTZRTAINLENT, During the rest
periode between Fleet Zxercises, opportunity was taken to lané
sports temms whenever possible at Jervis Bay. Nunerows practice
runs took placec, anmd the first zames of the winter season were
played. In all, five matches were played, including two part of
ship @mme s. In add@ition, otler units of the i'leet were chsllenged

to Basket Ball when at Jervis Bay and three such fixtures vere
played,

6 I Cn board new competitions were commenced at Basket
Ball, Deck Hockey and Volley Ball. Unfortumately the ship's
programme did not permit of their completion. Lfhe Under wsater
Swimming Club continued its sctivities with cnthusiasm and
members accounted for some 180 pounds of fish in two dajys at
Jervis Bay.

32. On Sunday 24th April, fifty six mcmbers of the
Ship'e Company were entertaincd at a Ball held at the Nawal
Lod ge Hotel.

36. Physical exercise has been ¢arricd out daily by trainces
except during the brief periods in Sydney. The Ship' s Company
have been similarly exercised when evening gumartéers have been

held at sea. Ore rating has passed the Provisional Swimming

Test during the month.

37, HTALTH. The general health of tre ship's company
ha 8 been good.
0. CODUCT _AMD MQORALY, Conduct and morale are satisfactory,

I have the honour to be,
o B

Tour .bedient servant,

EHCIGEUFE 85 CA:TAIN
Appendix"A" - Report in accordance with

5.R.0. 107748, pars 6. |
Appendix'"B" - Report of excess of economical speed.

Appendix'"C" - Report of Whale sightings.

RCOIGTOF3013



\

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

-\ﬁp;enﬁjcﬁs to §

Repert in aecordanee

8
(e)

(e}

Vial
did

le Jile 430 it

2 May 1955.

T d A
LN g W L

0 T i

letter

it At

ACPENDIX "A

with

107/48

G i *T " {:.II »

Distance steamed during the month
Hours under way

Average distance/ton of fuel

Distance steamed since commissioning
Total hours under way since commigsioning

l'i ‘._Tﬁ;:_._*?* lr-_;_-,:u
Report of ecxcess of econtmiesl speed.
Date Jo, of hours Aversge spe
5th 1 16knots
£th L {2k
18 th g 15,5 "
1 5
(1 1853
(2 gl
19th (4 3 S
(1 19 U
g - § ST s
(2 $5i sl

Reasgon for exce

Report of whale

gss — IFLER

A PPENDIX

MY ITDMATOoTO
N ";:2'-,_,.!.: : ) !'J;:}-i

Hﬂll

sigh tings,

|

121/3/16 dated

T

o=

rs

"z
2500, 4 miles
216 /¢4
2,036 mi
291,674, 6 miles
e BBS 1 13V en
_ Distanee run/
Fuel Lx/He toen of fuel
6.; 2, 61
Z.,': 2iad
6. 4) 2,506
j-;}' 6 :i-l 65
0. 9 2.2

Oo\n PO W

NN R e
M+ OWU

RCOIGTOF3013



1
1

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY, ,z%fp('- /)-d&2 7

MINUTE PAPER,

: P R
Report of Proceedings - /@ o d )

¢

J
i -~
T~ LT y
i L3
Ilell ald e
e —— Y —— il —————

DeAoOa

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCOIGTO73013



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEM

. . ™ b - - - - ® L] - A ' -
[} k i
+ L] - = - 1. - 3 - L L
: £ ' " =
" ® b & L - L - = ™ L3
i r
1Y & ] F ] & 1 . | n =
L ¥ .
a a3 -
< ﬁ - i ¥
. —
i -
—g——
[
i
”
L]
"
|
I | [
I L -
[ e—
3 W
.
=

RCOIGTOF3I003

ORIAL



A6

TCRED ‘ |
?,I:;"‘:;;i;l& FOR EPARTMENT OF THE NAVY. . e
. {fl_"_‘:_ A8 e e a — il : o e -
| HTLE~-/P " /,/

ﬂT{*T"
‘.
a4 3

Vv

MINUTE PAPER.,

_-W:_He ort of Proceedings - /é‘z ST

L

Deputy Secretarx.

ord N.M,

RCOIGTOF3013

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL



e T .

SR T J—

o ey

IRIAL

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEN

A
4]



"{‘f 3 ﬁ?&/ !ﬂgﬂ .'--;r'!

HyM,A.S, VENGEANCE - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS, MAY, 1955,
(VENGEANCE's letter No. 121/3/16 dated 2nd June, 1955e)

E.A. M\ so /682/2/89.,
THE SECRETARY,
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY,

Forwarded for the information of the Naval
Board with reference to CeNeOo 248/54.

£

\ s
- A/REAR-ADMIRAL.

Naval Headquarters,
Potts Point, Sydneye

17 JUN 1955
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J:-:,n._.\,..—-th'-i-:“'-" R

N o | b '_f
at Sydneys, ﬁfj:_/ N &R V4

2 -hane ;- 1955,

Sifj

I have the honour to submit the proseedings of H.M.A. Ship
under my command for the month of May, 1955, A1l times axre Zone (=10).
2 The whole of May was spent in Sydneys Until 2nd. May VENGEANCE
remained at Number 2 Bucy and was then moved by tugs to Fitting Out,
Wharf, Garden Island.

3 The ship spent the period from Thursday, 12 May until Monday,
30 May, in Captain Cook Dock and then returned alongside Fitting Out Whart,.

v Whilst the ship was being fumigated on Saturday lhth, and

Sundav 15th. . hands were 2oanomodated in He.M.ie. Ships WARRAITUNGA and
Y ’ .

ARUNTA .

5e During the remainder of the period in dry dock normal inspection
of underwater fittings was carried out,

6, Despite the large number of Ship's Company on leave and the
extensive changeover in personnel, work in preparation for the passage

to Bngland including embarkation of free freight was progressed satisfactorily,

I

{o Dockyard assistgnce during the sclf rcfit period has been
commendable, The cnd of the month finds the ship well up to schedule
and in a satisfactory state.

Royal P&kistan_ﬁhvy, was shown round the ship, Hc was accompanicd by
Lieutenant Commander S.R. ISLalMy Royal Pakistan Navy.

On Wcdnesday 18the. May, approximately 120 mcmbers
of the Royal Aeronautical Society were shown films on board and conducted
over the ship.

8, VISITS. On Wedncsday llthe May, Licutenant Commander A. Ae. HANIF,

I have the honour to bc,
Sir,

Your ochedient servant,

)
¥

1
. éﬂf*#ﬁiﬁ- el
o, = ____--""‘-
COMICTDER ,
for CAPTallN,
(Absent on Lcave).

Enclosures:

Appendix " " ~ - Ramnrt 4in anccrdance with
Ca N Cs lUﬁ/qﬁ, par~ €,
Aprendix "B" - Report of excess of ccomomical =sread

-

Lppendix "C - Report of Whale sightings.
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Apper Cr38 to HiliensSe VENGEANCE letter

APPENDIX "A"
Ropert in accerdance with C.N.0. 107/48 para 6.

(a) Distance steamed during the month -
b) Hours under way -
c) Ahverage distance/ton of fuel -
d) Didtance stecamed sinee commissioning =

121/3/16 dated 2 June, 1955.

Nil.

Nil

Mil

291,674+ 8 miles

e.) Tatal hours under way since commissioning - 5857 13/60.

APPENDIX "B"

Repert of excess of ecconomical spcede

NIL

AFPPENDIX "CM

Repert of Whale sightings.

NIL
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HoMo Al S, VN CEANCE,
.H.t e

8 July, 1955,

I have the honour to submit the proceedings of H.lhe
Ship under my comand for the month of June, 19554

s The first fortnight of June was a pariicularly busy one
at Sydney, and hands werc kept fully employed. painting ship, storing,
amunitioning and embaxking frec freight prior to the ship's departire
for Unjted Kingdom,

3e With my offigers I atiended a levece on J Junc in honour
of Her Majesty's Birthday. In the evening my wife and I were honoured
to attend a reception at Government House, giwen by His Excellency the
Governar.

Le All preparations werc complcted by 15 June, and at 1400
on Thupsdey l6th VENGEAI'CE slipped and procecded for the lart %t
fyom algnggide Fitting Out Wharde.

De A large number of rclatives and friends werc admitted
to the dockyard to say farewell, and the departure was a combination
of keen antigipation for the trip ahead and regret by some at lecavinge

Ge After an uneveutful passage South, the ship entered
Port Phillip Rip at 0430 and scoured starboard side to, alongsidc
Outer West Princes Picer at 0300 Saturday 18 Junc.

Ts On Sundey 19 June I had the honour, together with
Gﬁptﬂin Re II Peck O-B-i:ii‘it, DaS.Coe 3 ReAeNa s to be PTEEEI’Ith with the
Lagion of Merit (ﬂff‘ic:ar) by the United Statcs Naval Attache, Captain
Rs McPhorson, U.S.lle Thls ccremony was attcnded by the FPirst Naval
Mcmbeyr, Vige Admiral R. R. Dowling, CeB.,CeDeBs ,De8.0., the Sccond
Naval licubay, Commodorce J. C. Morrow, DeSe0s, DeSeC., and our familles
and saue of my officers and was held on the Quartcrdccl of Vi GiAiCHe

8 Prior to the ship sailing on Monday 20th , the Chicf of
Naval Staff, Vice Admiral R. R. Dowling, C.Ds, CoDoiBe y DeS«0., addrossed
the Officers and Ship's Compaiiye

9 At 1130 VSNGRANCS slipped and procccded on the sccond
stage of hor passage, and aftcr clearing the Rip at 1450 coursc was
sct for Frcmantlce

10¢ Heavy weathcr was cacountcred for part of the passage
acyoss the Bight, during which a scction of the Port Forward ladder

was losts(This has been reworted under scperatc cover). Landfall was
mede off Albany at 0530 on 24th, and the ship cntered Fremantle and
sccured at No.k4 and 5 berths, North Quay at 07%0 Saturday 25the As the
ship was in harbour £¢¥ - 48 hours only over the weekend Official Calls
were not peid but 1.0.I1.C., A/Captain J. K. Walton Q.B.i., lunched with
HCoe

1le The ship remained alongside until 1100 Monday 27th when
she slipped and procccded for Singaporcs

124 Tho final thrce days of June on passage liorth were
uncventful and were made in perfoct weathers

FLAG OFPICER IN CHARCE,
EAST AUSTRALIAN ARBA.
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3'S LETTER 121/3/16 BATED 8 JULY 1955

13. : rﬂ_‘_m LGHT,

Some 534 tons of Froc Freipght was cmbarked by VENGEANCE
Ship's Company prior to leaving Sydnecy, and tho loading and
unloading at Melbourne and Fromentle was straight forward . The
amount of work involved necossitated the hands of the Duty Watch
wu:‘h'ing until approximately 2100 on both Saturday and Sunday.

e Proight extra to that notificd was loadecd in Melbourne and this
forms the subject of a separate letters

154 SPORTS.

The following fixturcs werc arranged during the monthe

June lat. VEIGEAI'CHE defecatcd 3 Battalion ReisRe
Bth, VIIIGEAICE defcatcd 4 Battalion R.ieRe
15th, VAIGILICE defcated R.h.i. Casulae
26th V. aTCRACE lost to North Frcemantlc Amatcurse

RUGBY W ION,
25th Vi 'GRATCE lost to Westerm idustralias

C.iRe

e s T e

26th VillGsl'CE lost to Azzurc Clube

8ingo loaving Sydnoy some 50 tcams arc campeting in Volley Ball,
Deck Hookey and 22 Riflc Competions and thesc are being koecnly
contcsted and providiag osscntial rclaxatione

16, CONDITION OF SHIP.

oy g Sl

The state of the ship is considered satisifactory.

17,  HLLTH,

The gencral health of the Ship's Campary has been cxocllent »
4ll officers and ship's company have been vaccinated against Small Pox
and inogulations garried out for Cholera and '.i.B. 4 cascs of V.D.
have been treated siice leaviag Sydicys

184 COLDUCT .1iD MORLLE.

Conduct and morale arc satisfactoryes I bolicve HelisaeSe
MEIBOURIE will have an onthuiastic ship's comanye

I have t.1c honour to bo,

s‘- : . nee
y & (R e
:ﬂ h 17 AUC 19bb 5', Your Qbc dient Servant,
\\& i /}3 ¢ A2
Enclosurcs.

Appondix "4 Report in accopdanec with
C.Y.0.10% 48, Paragraph 6.

Appendix "B". Report of oxcess of cconomical specide

Appendix “C"  Report of Vhale sightingse
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AFPITIICHS TO Vi HLiuGn

APPENDIX &4y

Report in accordance ° *°

(a) . Dietence steewed during the month, - 33,5748

{b) Fours under way - 2l3 %%

(c) Average distance per ton of fuel. - 2.87amiles
(a) Distence pteaned eince Commiesioning - 295,239.2

(e) Total hours under way eincc Couinlssioning- G,IOOEEL

APPENDIX B,

Report of excees of cconomical Swnecd,

¢ Toomp 12173716 dated 3 July 13955

; C-I'T-D- 10?/1431PETE-6

MAY.

DATE no.0F  AV. FUEL EX. DISTANCE REALSON FOR
IIOURS SPETD PER HOUR RUNl PER TON EXCESS .
1 T FUEL _ =
16th 2 13%.5 e 65 2¢9
(8 1% 5e6 2,67
17th <19 15 e 6 2467
1 l_??l,? }-118 E. 55
18th | 15 560 2.67
20th 11 15 5¢ 6 2.67
) Sl 7 5,75 34CsN4B,
Ly D63 4 1202}452;
2let - 4 15 Se O 2.67 Para.2
22nd 18 15 56 2467
2 1L 50 2.8
23rd 25 15 56 2.67
2hth al 19 5e B 2067
25th Ly 15 De 6 DY
27th 12 15 Heb 267
28th 2l 15 5 6 287
th 1 1 6 2e67
e 1le 5 e 2476
30th oL 1l 540 2.8
APPIZIIDIX Co WHALES SIGHTED,
MIL.
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p r.__.|r .;r’l "),{:J -_1‘,»;3(‘:1 3;3
H. I‘ri sldie S ™ F'"":i\' mcﬂ F
At Sea.

3 .!-lu,-g;ust, 19551

I have thc honour to report the proccedings of Her Majesty's
Bustralizn Ship under my eommand for July, 1955« All times are given in
appropriate Zone time for arca. |

e after lcaving Fremantle four days of fine hot weathcr were
cnjoyed, and it was decided to make the passage as interesting as possible
by elfecting a landfall on Christmas Island ,

1 The Island was sighted at 1230 on the lst at a distancc of 42
milcs, and the southern coast closcd to a distance of about 2 milcs.

Be Tnc ship thcea procceded close inshore round the eastern side of

the island, and it was possiblc to cbserve the numerous blowholes, several of
which behaved impressively.

De after rounding the Forth Xastern corncr the ship prosceded some
distancc into Flying IFish Cove in ordexr to scc the phosphate loading facilitics »
Of interest was the fact that not less than 260 fathoms was recorded though
only a fcw cables off shorce

Ee Coursc was then sct for Sunda Strai® * which was entored at 1100
on Saturday 2nd.

Te Lower Deck was clcearcd at 0745 and short prayers said in
remcrberance of thosc whe lest their lives in the sinking of Her Majusty's
australian Ships Perth and Yarra.

Ca Olocks were rctarded 30 ninutcs to Zone n?%.

Se At down on Sundoy 3rd the Ship centercd Banka 8trait and clceared
the Northcrn cntrance at 14.3Q. |

10. | Rendezvous with Her Majesty's australian Ship QUDR.NT (Captain
Veire: Smith, DeSeCe 32aDeCuyResselle, Captain (F) lst Prigate Squadron), had been
arranged in order to transfer two ratings, one medical and cne compassicnate
case, for passage to Australiae

" G v
lleg ) This was cffccted at 2100, 12 miles cast of Tge Jang Lte. (00 18'St

105 O0'E./ and on complction of the transfer VINGE-NCE procceded for Singaporce
12, Johcre Strait wes centered at 0730 on the 4th and the ship arrived
off Beauticn Shoal Bucy at 0900 At this time I saluted the Flag of Rcar
iadriral E. H. Shatteck, 0.B.E., Flag Of ficer Malaya with 13 Guns..

13, By 0930 VAGENCE assistcd by two tugs sccurcd Port Side to
at Nos 8 Berth , Singapore Dockyard, and work on cmbarking ailrcraft was
umedlately comencede

Lips Embarkation of .irfraft was completcd the follewing day, and
fuel and storcs token aboardse A nurber of private motor cars were also
embarked for U.K., at thec rcqucst of C in C. 49 ratings and onc officer
were alsc cmbarked for passagcs

15 wfter a very rushed but inturcsting
VEGELA'CE asslsted by twe tugs slippced and proce
cn Wednesday 6the

anc. ¢njcyable two days
c¢ded for Celcombo at 1100

16, Whilst on passage through Malacca Straits scabeats wore cxcercised
cn twe occaslcons.

4
17 Of intcrest, aftcr the comparative sparscness of shinping cn the
wustralian Ccasty, was the voluic of ships cuccuntcred in this sea lane, with
approximately 100 ships being met con this passagce

COIGTO73013
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YEAGE 2 OF H.MohoSe VENGEARCE'S ListTsR 121/3/16 DiTiD 3 AUGUST, 1955,

18, ot 0520 on the 8th coursce was altered to pass through the
Malacca and Bengal passages on the lorth Ccast of Sumatra, and at 0810
ccursc was sct for Ceylone

19, Clocks were retardcd 1 Hour to Zone =65 on the 8th and a further
hour tc Zcne = 55 cn the 10the

20, Great Basscs Light was raiscC ot 1910 on the 10th and though a
strong Losterly ;. set of up to 4 knots was cnccuntered off the South
ccast of Ccylon the remainder of the passase up the West Coast was uneventful.

21 Vengeance arrived off the cntrance tc Colombo harbour at 0700, and,
after embarking a Pilot, procceded through the liorthern cntrance and secured
with 2 anchcors down and stern tc a bouy at 0805. A4t his request I crbarked
the private car of His Exccllcney lire ie Re Cutler, VeoCe, the retiring
australian High Commissioncer for passage tc U.K.

22+ 18 ReNe ratings Weroalse embarkeds

23 nfter a short but enjoyable two days the ship commenced weighing
at 0930 cn the 13th, and procceded cut of Harbour via the VWestern cntrance.

_ o
24 aiter passing the breakwatcr, course was set for the 8 channcl
and spced for l?% £nots ordered to try and make up time in anticipation cof

ad weather. This channel was clearcd at ncon on lihth and clocks were rctarded
1l heur tc zcine =45 at 1830,

254 By the forencen of the 15th ocur days cf fine and pleasant weather

werce over, and sea and wind conditicns necessitated the first reduction in speed.
Further reductions in speed werc uccessary over the next two days with couthwesterly

winds cf Force 8 and 9y and I decided to delay cur arrivel in wdén by cne day
and curtail thc stay at Malta tc 3 instcead of the scheduled 4 doyse My 1805242
July, rcfecrs.

264 During thc period of hcavy weather my pert lewer boon was broken
from its sea stowage and lests The external appearansce of the ship was
ruincd as the scas literally tere the paint from the ship's sidee The
unsatisiactory durability of this paint is the subject of a scparate lettcre

. o ™ 11 1y - 5
2% - Speed agoninst strong prevailing mensceons 1for ilJlleas Shijzs on pagsage

W11 e the‘sudject af a separate lettere

28 RadAr contoct was madc on Sckotra at 60 miles on the 17th and
ccursc sct £c pass 30 miles to the Nerth fast of the Island.

29 Clecks wewe retarded 1 hcur to Zone =33, and a further 30 minutcs
tc Zone =3 on the 18th.

30. Calm scas and het humid weather were cnccuntered after entecring the
Gulf of adcne VENGEANCE ~ncheored at 1820 cn Tucsday 19th, in the Quarantine
anchorage, in preparaticn for n catry into Harbour carly the next mcrning.

31, i lecal Pilot was embarked at 0615 cn the 20th, and the ship
proccedcec lntc aden Harbour sccuring with 1 ancher dowvn and stern
tc 2 Db CUySe

32 Fuelling was ccunicnecd isasaediately on sccuring, and lcave was .
granted 1a twe watchcs to allow 2ll ship's company te enjoy the cheap shenping
facilities cf the Frcc Port.

33 ot 1700 beth stern bouys were slipped and the ship cormcuced
wclghinge

RCOIGTOF3003



PAGE 3 OF H.leAeS. VENGEANCE'S LETTER 121/3/16 DETED 3 AUGUST, 1955.

¥l The Falrway Buoy was nassed at 1737 and course set
Tor paseage through the Red. Ses, '

35. . Quite strong lTorth Westerly winds were enceuntered
initially in the Red Sea, but these soon dropped away and the

. customary hot and humid weather was experienced,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

on

50 Clocks were retarded 1 hour to Zone =2 at 1830 on 23rd.
57 Apart from the large number of ships met, the nassage
to Suez was uneventful and on arrival the ship anchored in Suez
Bay at OLLO on Sunday.2Lth.

28 he various Canal and Egypntian authorities boarded the
ship whilst at anchor in the bay, and after emberking the Canel

lizht, 2 canal boats and the Pilot, VENGEAINCE was under way at
0830 for trangit of the Canal.

%9 The transit was quite straight forward with only one
gcare when the sghip took a considerable .sheer towards the starboard
bank, This was overcome, however, without mishan, and the shin
anchored in Great Bitter Lake at 1285.

LO. After only 45 minutes =2t =2nchor the nassage was
continued, and at 1545 the Canel Pilot was changed off Ishmalia.

L1, Our convoy consisting of L shipg, of which VENGEANCE
lead the second section, n=ogsed through thé eastern by-pass
canal and after the last 26 miles of monotonously straight canal
entered Port Said harbour a2t 2015,

L2, Pilots were again exchanged and the Csnal light lowered
and flo=sted. away.

43, 2 Royal Air Force Other Renks who hed taken passage frem
Aden were disembarked, 2nd after dropning the Pilot, the outer
channel was cleared and course set for laltg et 21L5.

Lily, The passage through the Canal was of great interest to
those of the ship's company who were sceing it for the first. time.
115, Clocks werc: retarded 1 hour to Zone ~1 on Tuesday 26th,
116, It wes originelly intended to a2rrive at Malta at 0900 on

the 27th, but on receint of Commander in Chief Mediterranean's
220610z/July, however, giving destin=tion as Marsaxlokk and
approximate time of loading aircraft as 8 hours I decided to srrive
at. 0600 and procced ta Grand Herbour on completion of aircraft
embarketion,

17 Accordingly the ship 2nchored 3 cables off shore in
Marsexlokk at 0600 on Wednesday 27th, and B lighters immediately
commenc<d bringing out the sircraft for loading.

118 A total of 24 Adircraft was taken on board 2and only some
60 feet of* Flight Deck.remained clear of Aircraft,

49, At 1410 VENGEANCE weished =nd proceeded to Grand Harbour
and after entering the Brezkwater secured to To,13% head and stern
bouys off Royesl Naval Hospital, Bighli.at 1520,

50 Royal Flect Auxilli=zry EDDYSTONE secured alongside Port side
during the Torenoon of 28th 2nd oil fuel cecnbarked, Water and provisions
were also embarked during the day.

51 It was necesgsary to paint shin during the period in Mzltta.
This was accomplished in the working days available,
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CiD 3 »UGUST, 1955,
52 VENGENCE sl dped from Nee 13 berth Grand Harbour at 1130 on
waturdoy 30th with an impressive lccking 53 aircraft of warious types on
D5e aftecr wlcoaring the breckwater coursc was set Northwestwards,
passing clcse by the hulk of the Stor of Malta which had run agrcund in
fog the proevicus mcerning of f the entrance tc Ste Julicn's Bay.

564 Al tcr rounding Gezc coursce was scet for Gibr ltoare

5?1 GOTI‘;@UQT -_.i":'.IJ Ix]:OPq_I__i;.i;_::_

il el

In general conduct has been good and morale is highe

fd

The behaviour of my libertymen ashere has been exenplary and
o pgreat crcdit te the Royal Lustralion Navys

58 HE.LTH.

The gencral health of the Ship's company has becn excellente

Bvcry crpcrtunity for sunbathing has becn token whilst eon
passage and the benefit of this hos becen mest evidente

I havce the henour te be,
S1Y,

Your Obedicnt Servant,

| ,,f; i A

CalTallv.

Enelocsures.,

Arpmendix "A"™ Renort in accordenece with

CalleO, 15?/&8 s PP res-"ranh 6.
Annendix "B". Report of excecs of cconomiecal shecde.
Annendix "C" Renort of whale si~htinces, |
Arpendix "D" ®fficiel Crlls,
Annendix "E" Sport end Reereation.

The Acting 8ecretary,
Department of the Navy.
Navy Office,

Melbourne.

ACCie
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APPENDIX A,

(=)
(b)

(e)
(a)

(e)

T0 HelisAvSy VEIIG]
; A

—— l-l-_l---_-n-—h——'u.q.*

EANCE 'S

Renort in aceordance with C.N.0.,107/L8, Para~rranh 6.

Distanee steamed durin. month GIEQ\Q
Hours under way 552%%
Averaze distance ner ton of Mel 2e 2
Distance steamed since coumissioning gt 503, 4020 .

Total hours under way since comnissioning 6,652%%

PPENDIX B

REPORT OF EXCESS OF ECOIIOITICAL SPRED.

DATE MO OF

HOURS
1st. 15
3rdi 6
9
1
1
Lth 5
2
1
6th &11
%
7th 22
8th 2l
9th 8
10th 1
1
L
11th 7
13th é 1
12
1Lth Ezu
1
15th E 27
1
6
1
8
16th I
.
2
1
17th E 1
1
18th ( 9
% 1
9

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

AV, FUEL EX.
SPEED PER HOUR
14 4e 95
i 2 5e¢ 6
16 B¢ 5
14,2 .
1347 lye 8
15 5¢6
16 6.5
15.5 6.
15 5¢6
1356 Lie by
15 5¢6
15 5e 6
15 5¢ 6
1.5 e 25
15 5¢ 6
16 e 5
16 6e 5
17 b
175 8e 2
L7 5 Be 2
16 6.5
17«5 8.2
16 6s 5
16l 2 5- 7
145 De 25
15 5¢ 6
17 746
16 6e 5
5 56 6
14 7.6
16 6e 5
: B 5e¢ 6
1L.5 De 25
1L e 95

2. 82
2467
2,26

2.78
2486

2. 67
2. 26
24 58

2'| 67
Fe OF7
E'i 6?
2:; 6?
2.67
2-. ?6
24 67
E.I 26

2426

2,03
Bl 3

2el13
2426

2,13
2e 26
2¢3

2. 76
2467

2e23
2.26
2.67
2. 76
2423
2.26
2467
2.76
2482

DISTAIICE RUN
PER TON OF
FUEL,

e

3

REASOQOIT FOR
EXCESS,

—

T L iy U . P e e ey

AvColleBy g

S_LETTTR 1215/3,/16 DATED 3 _AUGUST,1955.
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APPENDIX .B(cont,.)

DATE NO OF 4Ve FUEL EX., DISTANCE RUN REASON FOR
HOURS SPEED PER HOUR PER TON OF EXCESS.
; =8 -y = FUEL, s 2 Lrase
19th 7 17 7+ 6 2§89
1 648 .. 7 24 35
1 4 e S D, 2¢ 47
o 15 5¢ 6 2,67
1 Le 5+ .. 5:25 2476
20th 6 i 4 746 De273
2lst 20 17 746 2623
3 16 Be 5 e 26
1 1.5 5'6 .::'ll L'}?
1 16 6o 5 P
10 158 6.1 24 4ly
r '
23pd (21 11 Lo 95 2, 82 Hpedigds 8
1 - L P SR T 3407
2lLith E Ly 1L l1e 95 L
2 176 5B~ 15
25th %20 17.5 8¢ 2 - &
1 oo E.5 2.73
26th 19 175 8s 2 2413
2 17 7.6 2.23
1 3I6:T 59 2:11
2 16 6e 5 2,26
27th é Ly 16 665 2426
1 15 5e 6 2.67
30th %11 & T T S 2. 34
1 16 6e 5 2426
3lat 522 IGlh [0 2-3&
1 15.6 el 2+ 55
\

WH.e‘ L_.S SIG TmJ..LDr

H'—___-—_

1L

APPENDIX D. OFFICIAL CALLS ETC.,

SINGAPORE.

Prosraume of calls at Singanore took up little
time.
After arrival on Monday Lth I called on Flaz Officer

Malayan irea,(Rear Aduiral E.H,SHATTOCK,0.B.E.,ReN.)e

Bef'ore lunch I entertained some 10 of the more
gsenior local Coumanding Officers énd Staff Officers to drinks.

On the followin: day I called on the Australian
Comniessioner (Sir Allan Watt, C.B«B.) and the Commander in Chief,
Far ua:t Station,(Vice Hdlirﬂl A+Ke Scott-Moncrieff, C. B.,C.?.E*,
DeB0.” e My executive Officer and I stayed ta lunch with the
Comnander in Chief, That evening I had the pleasure of dinin-
Flaz Officer Malayan Area.

with

_ PAGE 2 oF_gﬁPEHQIcES_go VENGEANCE 'S LETTER 121/3/16 DATED 3 AUGUST,1955
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PAGE 3 OF APPLIDICES TO VIIIGEANCE'S LETTER 1M04121/3/16 DATED 3 Aurugt.

e e ey

OFFICIAL_CALLS ETC.(Cont.)

The Hi:h Couamissioner was kind enoush to entertain
C of wy officers to luncheon during the shin's stay. In the
eveninZ of the 7th my officers and I rave an unofficial cocktail
pagty to soue 60 puests both serviece and civilian in repayment
for hosnitality received.

QQLGEBQL

Prograiwnse of ealls at Coloubo is zs shown on the
attached list.

The Reception Ziven by the Aeting Hi~h Coumissioner,
IIis Excellency lMr. R. A, Peachey, for myself and some 30 of uy
officers wag a moet enjoyable one, and the more noteworthy
observing the emount of work involved with the chan-covepr of Tizh
Comnieeioners, with which our visit coincided.

At the su~~eetion of the Actin~ Hi~h Coupissioncr
a very officiel party wee ~iven on the GQuarterdeck by nmy officcrs
end me on the followinz eveninz to some 75 official ;ueste.

The cuest list was arran-ed and invitations isesued
Ny thec Aetins Hi h Conmiesioner on the ship's behalf before our
arrival,

1 wag honoured to “e a ~uecst of the Priwne Minister:
Colonel the Rirht Honoura»le Sir John Kotelawcla, PeCe; KeBeEe, lisP.
at an official lunchcon ~iven on the 1lth July for the denartin-
Australian Hich Commissioncr His Execellceney Mre A. Re Cutler, Vo Cs-
and the Captain of the Ceylon llavy, Coumodore P. M. B. CHAVASSE
DleCl+, R+Te who was bﬁinﬁ relieved hy Cﬂﬁtﬂin GlRmE.DE Mel, ‘éB-E.,
ﬂnDiccg RrCy.ﬁ.

ADEMN,

The Governor of Aden was not nresent in the Port durin-
our onc day vieit but with some of ny 8Scnior Officers I si-ned his
Excellency's Book and that of the 4.0.C.

The Resident lNaval Officer (Lt.Cdr. 5. G. Leatham, R.lT..)
called on me at 1130 2and with nwy Bxecutive officcer =2nd Sunnly Officcr
I returncd his e2ll ~nd stayed for lunch.

A8 arrensecd prior to my arrival I called on the
Coumendcr in Chicfi,Admiral Sir Guy Grantheu, KeCwBass CoBoByy. DeSeOiy
Flag Officer 2 in Command Vice Admiral JePsleReld, CoBe, CaV:le, o2nd
FPlaz Officer Aircraft Carricers, Rear Aduiral R..4. Ped“er on Thursday
28th.

Flag Officer Scecond in Comuend returned my call at 11@0
Thuredeay and the Coummendcer in Chief at 1120, Fridaye. Thecy were
hoth very intercsted in nmy car:o. I took the onmmortunity of
lntroducin, wy Heads of Dcnortmentes to the Coumiender in Chicf.e

I was 2 littlc dissepointed in the lack of intercst
token by ot er WNavecl suthoritics in our visit.. A squadron of the
1t~li~n Navy, with the Comnander in Chief Itolizsn Navy on board,

were vigiting Melta =t this time on 2 formal visit but no arren-euncnts

werc made for the Roynl fustrslinn Novy to he renrcscented at the
officirl activiticse I cnlled on the Ceptain, He.laS. CUMBERL.ID

and strycd to lunch ~nd my Wardroom exchenzed visits with them,

our host ship. Otherwise no officinl or unofficinl effort wne nedc
for thc entcrtainmcnt of thc officcrs ~nd ship's coupanye. 1 hed
the plecsure of supping with Rear Admirol Pel.er, late FPourth Naval
licmhcr and entertaincd sowme of the scnior Commending Officers eond
Staff Officere in my quartcrs.

RCOIGTOF3013
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MONDAY 11th JULY,
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fe
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s
10,

11,

12,

17

18.

0900

0930

-
O
\N
\N

10L5

T t5

1215

1500

1900
to
2000

1000

1830
to

2000

1955,

Heolloh o8+ VENGE
will be nellvtred
the Guard.
the Australisn Hich Commission will accompeny
the officer of the Guard,

ICE arrives 2t Colomho, Mail
on board by the Officer of

Resident British Tavel Officer (Comuender
HeGeVe Meller, Mo.B.E., Rell,) cells on the
':_r'n"fi'-l F]'[ 1"__] DJ.J_-]:.GCIT! j‘*lln.lfq"ligi '-'r-'"{JEJ'h?Trq{E

accommanied hy Comnanding
Killigport (Cowiarnder De. N, Forheg, DeSeCs Rl
The Couasnding GLflCCF? Hellos e Se VOINGEHALIICE

on His Excellency the Hish Coumisgioner for
Auegtrelia.

The Commnending O¥ficer sisnes the bhook at
the Regidence of the Prime Minicz=ter,

L]

The Counanding OLficer si ns the book at
the Recefidence of His Exccllency the Governor
Celreral,

The Cownanding
of the Havy.

Officecr calls on thc Cantéin

The Coumending Officer, H.,l..4.5. VENGEANCE
returneg call on Resident British' Naval
Officer,

i1oner for
Couinanding

Hig Excellency. the Hi.h Couulies
australia returns call on the
Officer,

The Captain of the Navy calls on thc
Commanding Officcre.

Rceception by the Cantain of thec
Officers of thc Royal Cecylon Navy at
ReCyelle Wardroom Mcss, Flazstaff Strecet,
Colomboe.le

tlavy and

Lt.Cdr. Christian de Sous
called, .

a, Porturese Navy

Reception hy Hls EXxcellcncy the Hl~h Commis

ffor Australis

Couingnding Officer VIJAYA, Lt.Cdr. D.V.Hunter

Rile.I'?-

Commending Officer Steam Despatch Boat LE.Cdr.
Caldera.

Recention by Commanding Officer and Qfficers
on hGE”I'd I'Elilil‘.f.‘:ils- v:j,TG'J.JATTHEt

A Repnresentative of the office of

O.EJ-'}.GL.-I‘, -}-T-La;-u' I.IDGFL

L g

.)
calls

cioner

Z D TO VENGEANGE'S LETTER N0,.121/3/16-3 Au~ust ,1955.

at Noe 28, Rogsemead Place, Cnlomhoe.7 .
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PAGE L OF 4PPENDICES TO VFIIGEANCE'S LETTER 121/3/16 DATED 3 AUGUST\1935-

i
“ ]
APPENDIX E.
e r

Julyse

The followinz Snorting fixtures took place during

AT SINGAPORE.

CRIC

BASKET

SOCC

KET « VENGEANCE dcfented IolleSe NEWIOUITDL.VIID by 2 wicketse

BALL = VENGEANCE lost to H.ll.S.TEIWR.

37 - 29

ER = VENGEAINCE lost to HelieSe TERROR 8 = 1,

AT COLOMBO.

sportin
cclebreti

. intcrecet

-I":IL T IIEEIJ%

The Roynl Ceylon lNMevy were uneshle t
cmupctlﬂnﬂ ee thcy were fully occuniecd in
ons to their retirings Coumodore,

Bug trins wecre erren~ed to Kandy Aan

-

0 teke part in any
nc Inrcwell

d other points of

end meny took the onportunity to trevcl on theege trips,

CRICKET osssses VHNGRANCE defeated HelloS. CUM
BASKETBALLs e oo s ¢ « VEIIGELANCE defeatcd Mediterran

TEMNI

WATER

complcted !

could he

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Sllllliliti#W:T{}Efﬁ‘TCE l':'Et t*ﬁ,- IiCﬂitCPI‘FﬂE

RERLAND by 6 wickets
can Flect 37 = 20,

2n Plcet 5 meatcheg =

POLO L O B R A .V"?'.".IGELITCE lDEt t 0 TI-:;-E [ F.’:LCO:T 5 - 11

2 Vollecy Banll and 2 Deck Hockey comnpetitions werc ,
egtwecen Sinzenore and lMelta and these were contestcd with
kcen cnthuqinsm.

Due to unesuitablec weethecr only one
commletecd durings the month.

22 rifle commetion

1

RCOIGTOF3013
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4

Cgfl Sir,

124 /3/46 . 1. 1i.4.5, VENGEANCE,
1 at Devonnort.

8th Sentember 1955,

I have ‘the honour to renort the nroegedings of Tler
lajesty's Austrelian Shin under uy command feor August 1555.
A1l tmes are Zone (=14)s -

2e Aftey = vweventful Tup from l'qlta VEIIGEAUCE nagsed
through the Streltls of Gibreltar during the night. of 4st/2nd
Ausuet,

A Fer was encountered off the coast of Portugal during the
forencan of the 3rd but this dieversed by noon.

Lie At 4610 en 3rd August a eesll for medical assistance

from the Polish Ship BRATERSTWO was rceceived on 500 Ke/s.,

mhis was answered by the ARUIDEL CASTLE, but 28 she was further to
the southward, coumunication wilth BRGTERSTWO was cstablished and
VENGEANGE, about 4140 miles to the southward, nroceeded at 16 knots
to :ive any sggistence ?DEEiblE.

He Rendezvoue was e€ffected at 2420 and & medical marty
with Surceon Commender Coplans 1n charse wee gent over 1in the
motor cutter. The injured men was brouzht beck to VENGEALICHE

~nd the ship nroeceeded At 2200, - (Sec enclosure I for signals
coneerning this incident).

Os As the ship was not entering Portsmouth until the
afteornoon tide I deeided to arrive of £ &mtthead during the forenoon
and allow cuestoms formslitics ete to be deald with. Theg D
accordingsly entcred the Snlent during the forenoon of the 5th

and snehored in No, 13 Berth nt 0900,

Ti The Offiecr of the Guard and customs as wcll 78 Rusaalls
Lisison Offiecer's rcpresentrtives and commanders of 817, 8406 2nd
508 Squedrons from CULDROST: csme saboard shortly »fter anchoring.

O¢ The Roval Yaeht BRITTAIIA whieh had anchored close by
~t 4040 weighcd and nroecceded At 1215 with their Royal Tichnesees
The Duke of Cornwall ~nd the Princecssg annc cabarkcda

Je 1~ving embrrkcd » Dockynrd Pilot the ship weighed 2t 151
~nd entered Portsmouth Farbour. sfter turning 2t rcst ot the ton
of thc herbour VEIGEANCE scecurcd Port side to %t Pitch Houee Jectty
at qLL5.

N

104 After arrivel I gove 2 short intervicw to the B.B.C.
which-wee rcecorded.

14 Durinz the short neriod in Portsmouth I crnlled on
The adiiral Supcrintendcnt, Portesmouth, Yice Adniral JeS«Cs.<
Snlter, CeBe¢ DeS«0.* 0.B.E. ond The Flog Officer Commanding,
Reegervce F}.Elﬁt, Vice i;ﬂk.lirﬁl J.-".;"‘-lr'l.1| EE".tDﬂ, CaBa D.S-D- D-SuCi

on Friday 5th August and The Commander=in=Chief, Portsniouth,
adunirel of the Flect Sir Georgze J CI‘EF.EH, GeCeBy CeBoelie D.Se0.
1.7.0, on Seturday 6th Jsugust.

12 Disembarketion of free freight, Aireraft, and personnel
wag comupleted by noon on Saturday 6th august.

1 3. A party of 20 Sea Cadels was shown round the ship
durins the afternoon.

1. 4 croun of officars fromELBOURNE Joined on Sunday
7th for discussions whilst on passsze Porteriouth to GlesZow.

/ 150000 see
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Page 2 of HallesieSo TIGEANCE letter 121/3/76 dated Cth Sep 1955

*
}

15 vENGELNCE slinped and nrocecded 1O SE€8 at 41530 on
I;’lqnﬂf‘%}? 8th Asugus t.

164 After rounding wolf Rock at 0700 on the 9th the
ghip »rocecded northwards into the Irish Se&o

17 At 0330 on the 40th identitiecs were exehanzed with

the Royal Yacht RRITTANIZ bound frou the Islec of lien to Strarraer
with the Royel Femily embarkeds Signale werec eent which

formcd the text of wmy 4040302/ /Aucuet, (Sce encloesure IT).

410 The Clydc River Pilot was cubarked off Gouroch ~nd
the offiecrs from LIELROURITE were 12nded by lLiotor Ccuttcr a2t this
tine. |

19 VEIIGEANCE entered the River Clyde at 41500 and gecured
alonzside King Gcorge YV Dock at 4735 aficr &n uncventful
naggagec un Rivcre

20, The remeining aircraft werc guickly digenberked
during thc forenoon of the 44th =2nd 2t 1600 VENGEANICE slipned
~nd nrocceded with the nceigtonce of L tugs.

21 ¢ O0f intercst wAas the eight of the final renains of
STTROPSHIRE which nad becn dismrntled in the Clyde, Only =8
few feet of the hull ebove the weterline arc now left,

22 e The Pilot wes discmbarked off acouroch ~t 41900 end
the ehin procecded oy Plvoouth.

23 Request hed been rcccived to naseg OVEr the Degruseing
Rense before enptcring herbour and snecd WAE necordingly adjustcd
to arrive off Cawsand Bay at 0500 on thc 413th augucte

2l e A tote) of 5 runt WeS nrde ower thc Rangc becfore
the shin entered Plymouth Sound.

25 e Lfter cmberking the OffTicer of thc Guard and Dockyard
Pilot VENGEANCE procccded from thC sound to Devonport Doekyard
and seccured ~longside 0., & wharf at 0800 on the 43th Auguel,
having eommleted 82,1045 1ilce steeming sinec being taken OVET
by the Rabells = :

26, Copy of aicgnel reeccived from Commander-in—Chief,
Plymouth on cntering harbour is ~tteoched (enelosure III).

27 "hc Admiral Superintcnﬂcnt;Dévnnpﬂrt (Viec Admiral
L.H. Brownfiecld, C.B, C.B.E) 2£lled on fC unofficially =t
1115 Saturday 43th August and hc ipvited me to supncr O
Sundaye In these circumestances he waived officisl callse.

20 At 1030 on liond=y 15th T ealled on The Comnender-in=
Chiﬁf, Pl?ﬂﬂuth (ﬂﬂﬂifrl SiY ﬁlGXPnder CeGo Madden, KeCaBa CiB-E)
who returned my call at 11145,

29 I also had the honour of lunching with Thc
Cﬂmmﬂnﬂcf—in—Chief on Wednesdey 4 /7th August.

30, T ealled on the Lord lMayor of Plyvmouth (Mr. Edwin
Brord) st 4200 on Friday 49th August.

2 off loading of the remaining frec freight wee
comnenced on Tuesday 4165th #hids being finally completed on
Monday 22nd Augusts :

32 On Mﬂﬂﬂpy 2g9th August I had thc honour of dining
with the Gnmmnnﬂer—in-chief, Plyvmouth.

/3Besansnces
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Pasg 3 of NM.ASe THIGESTCE 124 /%/16 dmted 8th Depteumber 1655.

¢

1 .
33 I c2alled on Commodnrc, R.N. Barracks ( Commodore
ReHe Wri-<ht, D.S.C. ans oar ) on Wedneceday 34st August,

3lye Sinee arrivel the remainder of the month has been
spent progressing work in nayling off the shin and this has
cone smoothly.

35 The weather in Encland sinee our arrivel has been
esnecially hot with temperatures in the mid 80's e reculsr
thing and this has wmade conditions extremely Pleasant.

364 The facility of being able to hire Teclevision Scis
for Wardroom and lMess Decks has bcen an acquisition.

M CONDUGT AND MORALE  Conduct sshore hess been very
rood and morale is high.

35. NESLTH General health hes recmained excellent,

394 Ag thc ship is now paying off it is not intended
to forward further renorts of nroceedings unless incidents
worthy of report arisc.

I havc the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servents

J'- '.. !
/-

CAPTAIll.

ENCLOSURES .

Enclosurc 1 Signals on Polish Shin BRATERSTWO.

Enclosurc 2 VENGEANCE's 104030Z/August 1955.

Enclosure 3 Commender=in=-Chief, Plymouth's 1 306L452/Auz 1955,
Annendix "aA" Sport and Recrecation.

Apnendix "B" Report in sccordance with C.N,O. 107/L8 para 6,
Anpendix "“C" Renort of exccss of economical sneed.

Ammendix "D Renort of whelc sightings.

ABTING SECRETARY,
DEPARTHMENT OF THE NAVY,
1TAVY OFFICE,

LELBOURNE.
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Anmendices to VENGEANCE letter 124.3.46 dated Gth Sep 1955,

)

APPEITDIX "a'- SPART_ AND RECREATION
A1l deck sports competitions were comnleted before
arrival in Portsmouth.

gince arrival in Plymouth, the following cricket
matches have been played.

VENGEANCE Band V Triumph Band. - Won

VENGEAIICE V ARK ROYAL - Won
" Vv ALAUNIA - Lost
8 V RESERVE FLET - Lost
" Vv ARK ROYAL - Lost

Tennis, basketbsll and weterpolo fames have also been nlayed.
Tree of ouy ratings are traininz with the Commnand Boxing Team
and are the mainstays of the t eam.

Ruccer training hes started for the coming s€asON.

The snirit in all fielde of snort hag been excellent.

ﬂ---n.--_--—-ﬁ-—-h—-——-— l-l-l-r-pr-llll—ir-ﬂi-—h

APBPENDIX "B" - Report in accordance with C.N.0. 107/L48 para 6.

(a) Distance sgteamed during the month = 2725.6 miles
(b) Hours under way = 495 53/60

(¢) Average distence pner ton of fuel - 2,386 wileh
(4) Dietence steamed gince comnissioning - 306,127.6 wiles

te) Totsl hours under way since comnigeioning = 6,8u9%

e - S p———p T R E L L

APPENDIX "C" - Report in excese of economical eneecd.

Mael Distance

Date No, of hours  Av. sneed EX/hr. run/ton_of_ fuel
{1 =8=55 2L 1645 740 2¢ 35
2—8“55 Qh 1615 ?10 2:55
3"&"55 ( 1 10442 562 2¢ (3

: ( E 154 3 5-2 2,63

! 3 e 8.3 ¥ Aalanes o

' 6 E‘t6-5 7.0 2-_55 ;:Iﬂﬁ?;

= 9 1&-5 5-25 2!76 Para - 8
L=8=55 el 10445 5.25 2.76 |
H=8=55 8 11445 5425 2.76
8=8=55 7 1 Ly Le9 2,085
9=8=55 2 1. 8 641 2.42

" 13 15 5¢6 2.68
11;8-55 1 13.8 1149 2491

h 1)_“ L;.G 2-65

12=0~55 %4 1l 144 9 285

/Page 2¢ae
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Page 2 of Avmendices to VENGEAIICE letter 124/%/16 dated & Sen 55.
\

APPENDIX "D" - Report of whale sightings.
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#Buclosure 1 to H.M.4.S. VENCEANCE letter 124/3/16

deted Oth Seép

GOPtEs OF SIGNALS CONCERNING POLISH SHIP BRATERSTWO

BT L — e L — e i iy S v R —

Froms: Braterstwo

Tos

411 Shins

My vposition is L5 488 08 06W - Any shin in vieinity with
doctor onboard snswer 500.

— -.-.—---ﬁ_-_ﬂ—-—-—_-l——-l—_ﬂ

From: Warship VENGEANCE

fi ey

Arundel Castle Info. Braterstwo

PRIORITY

I am northbound 440 miles tTO southwerd of Braterstwo = 5Ye€
you nearer him and going to his ageistance.

From: Arundel Costle

To

VENGEANCE

srundel cestle 170 miles from Braterstwo have offecred medicel
ageistance by radio = &re you toking overs

From: VENGEAIICE
Toy Arundel Castle
Affirmative

From: Bretecrstwo

R

vﬂqq—{: .,_JJ.J i G.._J
Arundel Cestle

lMany thanks for waster Arundel Castle and you

Thanks and good vmrﬁ:e.

i — -#—“q—"———_‘ﬂﬂ-m--——

Troms: Bretcrstwo

VENGEAIICE

(73/88)

iy nosition at 1600Z -~ b5 48 08 06W course 209 sneed
9 knotse

/Page 2evensos
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Paze 2 of Enelosure 4 to VENCE'ICT letter 124,/3/16

f \

From: VEIGEANCE

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Tn} Braterstwo

I will be with you 2%t about 20L0Z and will send a doctor

by boat if necesgsary - lisintain your nresent course,

e — e P s — oy e .

From: VENGEANCE

To: Breaterstwo

We arc bound for Portsmouth and cannot spare time te
operate onboard Braterstwo - We are mrenared to take natient
onboard VENGEANCE for treatment = Are yvou willing to do this =

Cantain.
Froms: Breterstwo

To: VENGE.NCE

alright I agree to send natient to Portsmouth.

From: Braterstwo

Tos VEINGEAIICE

ily. nogition is 44 50N 08 26W coursc 207 - What is your

nosition.,

From: VEIIGEARGR
T

ros Bratcrstwo

My position bJly 26 N 08 LUYW course ©22 derrees - I will

be with you in 35 minutes.

—— g e Y S R e e P B e T e el s gy S i W

From: VENGE.,ANCE

To3s Breterstwo

Pleese stop in ten minutecs.
From: Braterstwo -

Tos: VENGELANCE

Many thanks for your ship and your wirelcss officers

e e N g e oy e sy S s S el T ey e o e S

/PEEE Dessossas
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,Page 3 of Enclosure 4 to VENGEANCE letter 4+24/3/46 detcd 8 8ep

"Fir' om: VEIGELIICE

Tos Braterstwo

Nothing further for you = good nighte

" TR AT
From: VENGEALNCE Routine U/C

To: Polish Ship Braterstwo 009052

Condition of natient ies satisfactory - Your 2gents have
been informed - He will be landed and sent to hosnital on
arrival - Request next of kin be inforned.

0L0905Z Aug 55

From: Braterstwo Routine ﬂ/b
Hil Blala
Tos VENGEAMCE

My agents and eonsulate have becn informed by me too =
nleo his family is notified about the ~ccident - Thank you
very much for ecverything you have done - Best regerds.

Nil D.T.G.

From: VENGEANCE Priority U/C

To: C€inC Portemouth Info. Admiralty, ACNB. 0321 354

At about 4/00Z today Polish DMerchant Ship Braterstwo
rskcd for a doctor's agssistance= I closed him =t 418 knots
and 2t 2030Z in position L4 »noint 39N 08 noint 37W took off
0.85. Kornetoweki Euceniesz who h~d been seriously injured
by thec explosion of 2 deton~tion rocket.

2e Mrster hag recqguested thet his agents Gftynisa
America Shinning Lines London Ltd, Coventry Court, L7
Whitcomb St, London, %.C.2 be informed 2nd states that they
will cover costs of transport and treatment.

e Further signal will be made after medical examination

03241352 Aug 55

P = g il e S S LI e R e W S o o S wrar e o

From: VEIGEANCE Routine U/C

To: CinC Portemouth TInfo 4dmirslty  0L0O905Z

My 0324135Z - Patient ig suffering from multiple
lacerations and mnuncture wounds - His condition is sstisfectory -
Request ambulance and admission to hospitsl on arrival,

OL0905Z Aug 55

': -

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCOIGTOF3013



EANCE letter 124 /3/16 dstc

Paze 4 of Enelosurc 4 to VEIGEA!

&

-

Froms CinC Pertsmouth Routine U/C

}

T; Admiralty Info. Vengeance Q323354

Vencesnce 032435Z Shins agents informed by tclcgr=sm.

032335Z &ug 355

9,5. Braterstwo. 3)-81 559

To The Commander of H.M.S5. Vengeance.

Dear Sir,

By vour kind permission I em gcndins to your ship n

member of my crew O.S. Kornatowski Eupgeniusz who wes wounded

today by exnlosion of detonation rocket.
netient in 2 hosnital on yow srrivel =nd notify ny
L,ondon Meeesrs. Gdynia Americe Shivning Lincs

Cnventry Court,

17 Whitcomb Street, London, W.C.2.

They will cover nll costs of trenshort and tresctmcnt,.

T would like to exnrese my cretitude for the help recndered.

Thanking you oncg norc.
I rcmain yours feithfully,

H.2berowekl

lierster ~f S/S Breterstwo.
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»>9 ‘Enclosure 2-to VENGEAICE letter 121/3/15 d=2ted Gth September 195

b

}

From: VENGEANCE Routine
To? Bl RaBy U/C

VENGEANCE met the Royel Yecht BRITTANIA with Her li=jesty
embarked in the Irish Ses on Wednesgdey 40th Auzsust - T
mesesges were nasscd,

1 Addrecseed Standard from VENGEANCE = H.l.aA.S. VENGEANCE
rcmembering when she was honourcd to escort Ter Liejesty
in sustrelian weters with humblc duty recuest nermiseion to

proceed.,

2 Addressed VENGEANCE from Stenderd - Your 400225 -
Annroved.

e Addressed VENGEAI'CE from F.O.R.Y. = I hrve becn rsked to
convey the following messege - Thenk you go much for kKind

]

meeeace which brought back many hanny mencries - 1 send my

best wishes to vou all, good luck in your new ship - Elizesbeth.

Lie Addreesed F.0.R.Y. from VENGEANCE - -Plesse convey the
followings mesesge to Her Mejesty - Iy shin's commany, officees
and I are very honoured and delizhted to rcceive your gracious
mcesage - We retein very hanny memorics of your tour of our
country < Wc hone it will be our privilege to cscort you on
the Austrrlian Stetion in MT.M.4.5. MELBOURNE in the not too
distant. future.

104030Z Aug 55
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Froms: CinC Plymouth Routine
To: VEINGEANCE l?égflf“
QU D4

Welcome to Plymouth. Your anpearsnce ig = credit to

the harbour,

130645Z Aug 55.
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IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE *

421 /3/16 | 336 l 12 F.LMS

HeM.,A.S, VENOGERANCE g —
t Devonport.

218t October 195”5,

SECRETARY, -
REPARTMENT OF THE NAVY,
NAVY OFFICE,
MELBOURNE .
(Copy te: Flag Officer Commanding, H.M.A. Fleet)

Sir,

I have the honour to renort the nreceedings of Her
Majesty's Australian Ship under my command for the months of
September and October 1955, until finally paying-eff on Tuesdsay
25th Octoker 1955.

2e Except for four days frem 7/th - 410th September when
» the ship was wmoved te & buey in the stream te allow H.M.S, OCEAN,
\/// loading for Cyprus, to eccupy our berth, the ship remained at
\ D No. 8 berth, Devonport.

tpff A

L .

| L Se Kxcept for about four days the weather has been
excellent enabling maintenance and de-storing te proceed without

Luf interruntion. The Ship's Company have been fully occumied on

=43 these duties.
lie Leave as authorised by the Naval Board has been granted
in five watches. About 250 officers and ratings have visited

the Continent and others have started at John O' Groats and worked
their way southward. It has been a great opportunity for tRese
yvoung Australians to see the world and the majority have taken
full advantage of this to travel widely and meet new people.

De A steady stream of officers and ratings have been

discharged to H.M.S. MAJESTIC as required by that ship for

advance parties and storsge parties. In practically all cases

I have been able to meet MAJESTIC's requirements without prejudicing

the paying-off of VENGEANCE.

/

Ce The conduct of the Ship's Company has been excellent

and only two cases of major crime - one of theft and one of |
smuggling, have occurred in Plymouth. There have been a few

patrol reports when high spirited young ba¥chelors and grass

widowers, with money in their peckets and beer in thelr stomachs
have had to be discouraged from making nuisances of themselves

by minor breeches of discipline asheore. Generally however,

Reyal Navy Officers, police officers and civilians have remarked
on the excellent bearing and behaviour of the R.A.N. personnel.
They detect a maturity in our rastings which is absent frem the

RN, ratings most of whom appear extremely youthful.

o Commender H.D., Stevenson was relieved by Commander

J.N. Garnett, DeS.Ce. R.N. and Commsnder (S) Graham by Commander(S)

GeDe. Godfrey, R.N. as Supply Officer, in early September. Both
these officers have served the R.A.N. well during their short

service wlth use

7 & Courseseses, .
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~Page 2 of HMJ.A.S. VENGEANCE letter 121/3/16 dated 21st October 1955

"H‘_‘.

8e Courses have been taken by a large number of officers and
ratings to fit them fer their prospective duties in MELBOURNE., These
have all been arranged through the R.A.N. Liasison Officer, Australia
House and all R.N. Scheels and Establishments have gone out of their
way to meet R.A.N. requirements. 100d value from these courses have
been reported by all officers and ratings concerned.

O De-storing has progressed satisfactorily and it is expnected
that the retard party of Stores and Victualling officers and ratings
will have the ship clesred by the end of the month of October,

By and large the ship has had the fullest co-operation from all R.N,.
departments in the work. of paying-off.

104 On Monday 417th Octeber I vigited Nos. 816 and 817 Squadrons
8t R.Ne Air Station, Culdrose and flew in a Gannett., The Commanding
Officer, Captain Vincent-Jones, R.N. entertained me at lunch. I found
the Squadrons in good heart, except that all R.A.N. ratings serving in
R.N. Establishments complain that the stsndard of food does not match

that provided by the R.A.N.

11 » As much sport as pessible has been played while in Plymouth
and a list of matches played is attached as Appendix I to this report.

124 Attached as Appendix II is 8 list of important guesgts I
entertained while at Devonport. 1T will be noted that my entertsinment
allowance ceased shortly after arrival in the Port when the ship came to
extended notice,

- g On Wednesday 19th October the ship was inspected by Cantain
J.N. Hicks, D.S.C. Royal Navy, Senior Officer Reserve Fleet, Plymouth,
and was accented into Reserve. On completion of his inspection he
made the following signal:-

Plymouth, Routine
u/c
Info - CinC Plymoth 191203Z 0Octe
FOCRF

I am much impressed by the state in which you are turning over

your ship to the Reserve Fleet end it is obvious thst great efforts
. must have been made by the Ship's Company to achieve these results

in the time available'.

1 U, On Tuesday 25th October the msdn body of the officers and
Ship's Company will move to Barrow by train and at Sunset on that day
the White Ensign and the Commonwealth Blue Ensign will be finally
hauled down, HeMeA.Se VENGEANCE will hsave completed approximately
three years service in the Royal Australian Navy. It is 8 matter
for regret that this fine ship will probably never steam againe

I have the honour to be,

olr,

Your obedient servant,

/'/1}*"1,-1_, - L‘u

CAPTATIN

KNCLOSURES

B e e —

Appendix I Sporting fixtures.

Appendix IT List of important guests.
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Appendix II to VENGEANCE le% 121/3/16 dated 21st October 1955,

-

The followling officers and their a seen entertained
by me for dinner or lunch on board VENG] CE during September and

October 1955, In addition a8 number of civilian ;":- who have
rendered service to the ship have been given appropriste entertainment:-

Admiral Sir Alexander C.G. Madden, K.C.B e Do I Commander-in-Chief,
and Lady Madden. Plvmouth,

Vice Admiral L.N. Brownfield, C.Be C.B.E Admirsel Superintendent
and Mrse. Brownfield. HeM. Dockyarad.

Commodore R.Hs Wright, I | Commodore,

re
and lMrs. Wrigl ReN. Barrackse.

Senior Officer,
Reserve Fleet,
Plvmouth.

-!-"T- J ™ E._'.-!' e : 1l{—|—'
Wede Lamb, C,V,0 1.MsS5., CUMBERLAND.,

HeRe Law, O.,B.E Ja el = Chlel of S8tafL to

Commander-in-Chief,
Captain R.C.P. Wainwright, D.S.C H.Me« Gunnery School.

Captain D.R.F, Cambell, D.,S5.C, - HoM.S5. ARK ROYAL.

Cantain F.V. Harrison. secretary to

Commander-in-Chi ef,

. Two official wardroom evening parties - one for "bucksg"
and one migxed hﬂve been wiven in the final week of the commission
to entertain official guests and friendss
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