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RISTRICTED

1/16/h IIMAS BARBETTE
At CAIRNS

O1 FEB 76

The Naval Officer Commanding
QUEENSLAND

For Information:

The Plag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

The Commander
AUSTRALTAN MINE WARFARE AND PATROL FORCES

The Commanding Officer
HMAS CAIRNS

The Commander
SECOND AUSTRALIAN PATRCL BOAT SQUADRON

fiMAS BARBETTE = REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS = JANUARY 1
All Times Zone Xilo

Sir,

1 have the honour to report the proceedings of iMA
Ship under my command for the month of January, 1976,

2 On 01 JAN 76 HMAS BARBETTEC was alongside No 1 Wharf
Cairns undergoing an AMP, On 05 JAN 76 BARBETTE proceeded
to the NQEA slipway at Smith's Creek, By 1130, the ship
had been slipped and the Intermediate Docking commenced,
At 1808, 15 JAN 76, after a satisfactory period of work
BARBETTE commenced unslipping, At 1650, however, a

gslow flood was detected in the Engine Room, The flange
body béneath the deep Main Sea Suction Valve had been
welded, and was found to be letting water, The ship was
hauled out, and after a night's work by the NQEA staff,
finally brought off the slip at 0815, 16 JAN 76, Fuel~
ling and ammunitioning continued throughout the day,

e On 19 JAN 76, the new 40/60 mounting was inspects
ed by INO and RANTAU personnel, At 1130, 20 JAN 76,
BARBETTE proceeded to sea for 40/60 gun functioning
trials, The trial proved satisfactory, and BARBETTE
returned to Cairns at 1545, Embarked for the firings,
and for passage to Weipa were Mr Ted Crofts, journalist
and Mr Geoff MclLachlan, photographer, from Queensland
lewspapers, Their object was to cover the legendary
"Prawn War" for the media, At 1638, 20 JAN 76, RBARBETTE
commenced the Area T patrol,

ee/2
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T At 1430, 21 JAN 76, a suspicious object was
sighted on Eel Reef, near Portland Roads, Investigation
proved it to be a trawler, JAY DEE IV, aground with her
upperdeck awash, As no advice of any such incident in
BARDETTE's patrol area had been received, some concern
was felt for the trawler'!'s crew, A party was sent
across to investigate, Whilc awaiting information from
the Marine Operations Centre, the smali MV RUSTIC MAID
was encountered, on her way to commence salvage operat—
ions on the trawler, From her it was learnt that the
trawler had gone aground two days previously, and the
crew were safe, The patrol was resumed,

5e Disturbing reports of heavy weather in the Gulf

of Carpentaria were received from HMAS BARRICADE, return-—

ing from a Gulf patrol, at 1730, As BARBETTE steamed -
through the Endeavour Strait at 0200, 22 JAN 76, the

full effect of the north-westerly w1nd was felt. The

western ond of the strait is sheltered to some extent

by an off-shore sand bank, Thus the crossing of the

"bar" was made in only moderate seas, Once clear of

the sand banks a large swell was experienced, and the

ship was rolling past the limit of measurement, 45

degrees, for several hours, During the passagﬁ south,

no fishing activity of any sort was observed, and at

1300, 22 JAN 76, SARBETTE berthed at ZTvans Landlng,

Waipa. The press team was disembarked without hawving ,
observed a foreign boat, after a dircetive from their J
head office,

6 Juring the early hours of the morning, the 3975
radar had failed {(HMAS BARBETTE DAU 220730Z JAN 76)

and rather than put to sea as programmed, it was decided
to await spare parts in Weipa and sail on 23 JAN 76,
Parts, however, did not rectify the defect and at 1830,
23 JAN 16, BARDETTu proceecded to sea to patrol south
towards Karumhﬂ, without radar,

Te Foreign fishing activity in the arca was at a
high lewel, ¥From 2200, 23 JAN 76, until 1500, 24 JAN
76, BARBETTE steamed through small concentrations of
fishing boats, A first sighting report (HI'AC BARBEITTE
KLI/XKBG 240001Z JAN 76) featured 13 vessels, all out-
side the DFZ, The boats, all Taiwanese, were predon-
inantly large 50m stern trawlers either engaged in pair
trawling or employing floating gill nets, Several 30m
vessels of the long-liner design were also observed
using gill nets, All vessels were closed to allow type
identification, but the gill netters, at night, were not
identified by mame due to the risk of foulling nects,

o

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO/73131



RESTRICTED
T -

8ie At 1500, 24 JAN 76, BARBETTE roached the southe
ern extremity of the patrol area, and returned north,
The second sighting report (HIAS BARBETTE KLI/KBG
250001Z JANl 76) contained a list of 20 vessels, of
which six are believed to have been vessels not ident-
ified in the first sighting reporty cxcept by typol.

Ol Throughout the patrol several featurcs of Taiwanesec
fishing vessel behaviour bocame evident,
&e Pair trawlers arc conscious of the 12 mile limit
and seem loath to risk their vessels insidc,
by The smaller 30m boats appear to be captained
by less experienced, or less careful, men, They are
almost invariably found fishing clcser to the DFEZ than
the larger boats,
Co Pair trawlers will engage in gill netting as an
alsernative means of catching fish,
Ge¢ There is a trend for boats to close the coast at
sunset, lay gill nets, and recover them and return to
scaward shortly after sunrise,
¢s They are catching large guantities of fish,

This patrol, hampered by the lack of radar, and without
a cateh, was valuable, It reminded a large number of

Taiwancse of the extent of Australian waters (reminded
them forcibly, Jjudging by the number of cut nets and L
hurried escapes, and by the amouni of fish several boats
were observed to throw over the side on BAREETTR!s approach ). |

10, BARBETTE artrived in Weipa at 1200, 25 JAN 76, and
fuelled, The radar, which had not been neglected, promptly
started at 1300, but failed again at 1900, Uverheating of
Some components was suspected as a cause, Panels woere
opened and roped off when BARBETTE returned to sea at

0800, 25 JAN 76, By 0900 the ship once more had radar,

and the set was to eontinuec functioning well for tho
rcmainder of the patrol,

11, At 1350, a single radar contact was obtained at a
ranga of 18 miles in the Cape Kecrweer area, The position
when plotted was 2 miles inside the DFZ, At 1425, the

range had closed sufficiently to allow visual idontif e
ication, and the Ship's Company were sent to Boarding
Stations, At 1450, 25 JAN 76, BARBETTE stopped alongside

No 3 TEH SUN CT5FO£19,‘9j5 miles west of Cape Keorwcer,

The captain, Wu Wu Yen, is apparcently less caroful and
experienced than most captains of 30m ex=long liner boats,
for no attempts were made to confuse or evade pursuit, 1
idis crew continued to recover a floating gill net, laden
with shark, until boarded, He did, however, offer the
Executdve Officer, who led the Boarding Party, $1000

to look the other way,

-'-/h‘
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12, After the nets were recovered, the passago to
Weipa commenced, HMAS BOMBARD and HMAS BAYONET were
encountered, darkened and wishing to remain covert, at
2300, No 3 TEZH SUN was berthed at Evans Landing, Weipa,
at 0815 27 JAN 76, A dearth of Commonwecalth Fishories
Officers in VWeipa required that the Taiwanese vessel be
talkken to Thursday Island, and at 1300, 27 JAN 76,
BARBETTE led the vesscl once more to sca, At 0803,

28 JAN 76, No 3 TEH SUN was anchored in Thursday ZIsland

harbour, and EARBETTE berthed at tho Caltex jetty at
0815, At 1700, 28 JAN 76, the vessel was handed over

to Commonwealth authoritices.

13, BARBETTE sailed from Thursday Island at 0800C,
29 JAN 76, and at 1800, 30 JAN 76, arrived at No 1
Vharf, Cairns, Here the ship remaincd until the end
of the month,

14, The condition of the ship is good, Urdefs 39/76
and 40/76, both pertaining to the 975 radar, were raiscd
during the month, and have both been rectified,

15, The conduct, health and welfare of the Ship's
Company have been good,

I have the honour to be,
oir,

Yﬂur'pbadient servant
/

(Ry£. SWINNERTON)
Lieutenant, RAN
Conmianding Cfficer

Znclosures: Annexes A and I

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO/73131



ANNZIX A STEAMING DATA

Miles steamed during the month 241979

Hours underway during the month “1 583
Miles steamed since commissioning 155,190,2
Hours underway since commissioning 10,8825

Cccasions fast routing speed excecded

DATE SPLED IIOURS REMARKS

25 JAN 76 19,5 08 Pursuit of Taiwanese
Fishing Boat

ANNEX B EXERCISES
20 JAN 76 40/60 gun function trial

50 cal SUFX

Action Stations

Emergency Stations

Leaving Ship Stations
25 JAN 76 Man Overboard (All OOW)
30 JAN 76 Fire BEngine Room

Flood Tiller Flat
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C. Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE:NAYY. DEFENCE

TELEPHONE: 311611
Naval Staff Office

IN REPLY QUOTE Bl1.16.17 Edward Street
Box 1416 GPO
BRISBANE QLD 4001

Department of Defence (Navy Office)
Russell Hill
CANBERRA

Attention: Deputy Chief Naval Staff

The enclosures are forwarded in accordance with RI Appendix 294,

%

Wg‘éf‘" :‘ ‘é
AVID NICHOLES)
Captain 0.B.E. RAN

Naval Officer Commanding
Queensland

Enclogures: Report of Proceedings (2 copies)
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1/16/4 HMAS BARBETTE
At CAIRNS

02 MAR 76

The Naval Officer Commanding
QUEENSLAND

For Information:

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

The Commander
AUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARE AND PATROL FORCES

The Commanding Officer
HMAS CAIRNS

The Conmmander i
SECOND AUSTRALIAN PATROL BOAT SQUADRON |

HMAS BARBETTE ~ REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - FEORUARY 1226
All Times Zone Kilo (=10

Slr,

I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMA
Ship under my command for the month of February, 1976, ’g\

P At the commencement of the month HMAS BARBETTE was \
alongside HMAS BARRICADE at No 1 Wharf, Cairns, Reports |
were received early on 01 FEB 76 that small Tropical Cyclone

Allan had developed east of Cairns, and was moving towards

the coast, At 0900 action was taken to recall the Ship's

Companies of BARBETTE and BARRICADE, At 1026 BARBETTZ cast

off to proceed to the cyclone anchorage in cumpany with

BARRICADE,

i Both ships entered Falls Creek, to the east of
Admiralty Island, at 1055, The passage up the creelk prowed
to be an interesting ship handling exercise, At 1117
BARBETTE anchored with bower and stern anchors at long stay,
and proceeded to pass head and stern lines to the mangrove s,
Excellent shelter was provided by the mangroves, and no |
direct wind was experienced at all, At 0800, 02 FEB 76,
BARBETTE cast off from the trees, and weighed, The return
passage to open waller was of necessity made steaming astermn,
and at 0900 BARBETTE berthed at No 1 Wharf,

-’-/2
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Lo BARBETTE remained at No 1 Wharf undergoing an SMP
until 09 FEB 76, when the ship cast off to return to the
Gulf of Carpentaria., Mr J, Rankin, DPI (Pisheries) was
again embarked, BARBETTE anchored overnight on 10 FEB 76

at Bird Island, At 0400, identities were exchanged with
HI*AS BARRICADE, returning from a Gulf patrol, and at 0700

11 FEB 76 BARBETTIZ weighed and proceeded to Thursday Island,
The ship entered harbour via idovell Bar and berthed at the
Caltex Jetty at 1500, 11 FEB 76,

5e At 0800, 12 FEB 76, BARBETTE cast off and proceeded
into the Gulf, Two Taiwanese gill netters were sighted at
1115, and sightings continued as BARBETTE steamed south,
Foreign fishing activity was at a slightly lower level

than during the previous patrols, and apart from two vessels
pair trawling 12,5 miles from the coast near Pera Head, all
were well clear of the DFZ, During the afternoon of 13 FEB
76, while steaming towards Rocky Island, HF communications
were lost and the 1800 PIM could not be passed, Accordingly
BARBETTE proccecded to Mornington Island mission, coming to
anchor at 2234, 1 mile from the mission jetty., TFrom here

a check report and sailing intentions signal was passed.,
BARBETTE weighed at 0015, 14 FEB 76, and proceeded to Weipa,
berthing at Evans Landing at 1900, 14 DEC 76,

6, The services of COMALCC VWEIPA's Communications
workshop were employed to repair the AN-URC 58, but it was
not until 0100, 18 FEB 76 that communications were restored
and BARDETTE could proceed, Mr J, Rankin was disembarked
prior to departure, to seek passage to Karumba,

7o Once again the ship patirolled south, through the areca
of the heaviest concentration of foreign vessels, again
without result, DBARBETTE returned to Veipa at 1300, 19

FEB 76, but Evans Landing Wharf was occupied with trawlers
fuelling, and could not be cleared until 1430, The patrol
was recommenced at 1800, 19 FEB 76, and DARBETTE returned
south, The dispositions of foreign vessels remained largely
unchanged, and after two further fruitless days the ship
returned to Weipa, berthing at 1400 21 FEB 76,

Se At 1000, 22 FEDB 76, BARBETTE cast off and proceeded
into the Gulf, At 1300 the ship came up with the group of
Taiwanese pair trawlers now a familiar sight in the area
near Pera Head, At 1315 course was altered to close the pair
furthest inshore, At 1322 a plot of their position showed
them 1 cable clear of the DFZ, steaming on a coursc that
would shortly bring them into the DFZ, At this stage,

the vessels were 6,0 miles ahead, steaming on approxim-
ately the same course at 3-4 knots, and apparently not
alerted to DBARBETTE!'s presence, The Shipt!s Company were
sent to Doarding Stations, and the second engine brought
m'll
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9, At 1328, a further radar fix and plot showed the
vessels, now at 5,0 miles, 2 cables inside the DFriZz,
The vessels started tho turn away, and SQ3 from the
International Code of Signals was made by 10 inch signale
ling projector, but the vessels did not respond, Znginec
exhaust smoke indicated a speed increcase (judged to be
7 kts) as the vessels ran clear of Australian waters, and
pursuit commenced, At 1343 the two trawlers, HWA YNG No 11
CT6=0L1L4 and HWA YNG No 12 CT6=0415, were stopped by stecame "
ing close across their bows (an expedient less attractive l
with these larger fishing boats) at 13,1 miles from the
coast Jjust south of Wallaby Island, ©Only No 11 carried
radar, and it was not tramnsmitting, The vessels were
45m in length, and appeared to be of modern construction,
No 11, the control vessel, was boarded at 1402 (after a
struggle with her high freebﬂard) while No 12 recovered

‘ the pair nct,

10, The vesscels had been steaming in a southeasterly
direction parallel to and 13 miles from the coast, They
neglected to turn southwest, as the coast does midway
between Ina Crcek and Wallaby Island, and BARIETTE was
fortunate enough to be on hand as they crossed into the
DFZ, 1t was appreciated, with the finc margin of illog-
ality involved, that some difficulty would be expericnced
in court with the prosccution of the wvessels, 1t was
also apparent that any capture of thesc large pair

[ trawlers would depend on such tolerances,

114 The captain of llo 11 was somewhat opposed to
being arrested, and it was necessary for a reinforced
boarding Party to steam the vessel, llo 12 could be
relied upon to follow, and required only a party of

three to maintain order, Passage to Thursday Island
cormenced at 1810, 22 FED 76, and was uneventful throughe
out the night, HF communications werc established with
No 11, and messages were relayed to No 12 by VilF,

125 At 0736, 23 FEE 76, No 11 suffered an enginec
failure, and a section of the air start mechanism disap-
peared, No 12 took No 11 in tow until 1840, when No 11
was restarted using a part from No 12, The remainder of
the passage was uneventful, and at 0638, 24 FEB 76, lo 12
was anchored at the contrance to Thursday Il1sland harbour,
Ne 11 was led into harbour and anchored 4 cables south of
the Caltex jetty at 0820, The SSD Boarding Party was
then transferred to No 12, and she too was brought into
harbour and anchored adjacent to No 11 at 1012, Once the
Caltex jetty was clear of trawlers, BARBETTE berthed,

The wvesscls were handed over to Commonwealth authorities
by 1100, and the preparation of statements commenced,

oo/l

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO/73131



?’ . | “"u; Fe TI---._ dF am LB il I T._"""r.

FSLiuC IR
o

13, At 1000, 25 FEB 76, BARBETTE cast off and commenced
the return passage to Cairns, At 0700, 27 FEB 76 a SUFX
was conducted in Area R792, and at 1000, 27 FEB 76, BARBETTE
| berthed alongside BARRICADE at No 1 Vharf, Cairns, News
| was received shortly after arrival that both HWA YNGs had
been confiscated for breaches of the Continental Shelf
Act, DLDARBETTE remained alongside No 1 VWharf until the end
of the month,

14, The condition of the ship has been generally good,
The AN=URC 58 defect was rectified on station, and caused
the loss of only one effective day's patrolling, The Port
Main Ingine possesses some irregularities, and is to be

investigated,
15. The conduct, welfare and health of the Ship's
Company continue to be good, lorale remains high, despite

a dearth of Prize Money,

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your obedicnt servant

A 1

(\T E o EZJHIIMILL GI‘IT)
Lieutenant, RAN
Commanding Officer

Enclosures: Annexes A and I
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ANNEX A STEAMING DATA

Miles steamed during the month 3,361,0
Hours underway during the month 267 '3
Miles steamed since commissioning 158,551,2
Hours underway since commissioning 11,149,8

Occasions fast routing speed exceeded

DATE SPEED HOURS REMARKS

22 FEB 76 195 0?25 Pursuit of HWA YNGs

25 FEB 76 19,5 0,75 Trial Port Main Engine
ANNEX I EXERCISES

01 FEB 76 Deploy to Cyclone Anchorage

0S8 FEB 76 Action Stations

Emergency Stations
ILeaving Ship Stations

11 FEB 76 Blind Pilotage ~ Hovell Bar
13 FEB 76 Blind Pilotage ~ Mornington 1Island
27 FEB 76 L4L0/60 SUFX

50 Cal SUFX
2" Rocket Flarec firing
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FILE: 428/3//455

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE

(NAVY OFFICE) Mﬁ)‘QCH /‘%7@
HMAS = = REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Board Members may see
these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

B. The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of specla}
interest in those comments.

C. Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.

D. If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or

reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above.
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DEPARTMENT OF THECNAXAX DEFENCE
TELEPHONE: 311611
Naval Staff Office
IN REPLY QUOTE B1.16.17 Edward Street

Box 1416 GPO
BRISBANE QLD 4001

Department of Uefence (Navy Office)
Russell Hill
CANBERRA  ACT 2600

Attention: Deputy Chief Naval Staff

HMAS BARBETTE REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - MARCH 1976

The enclosures are forwarded in accordance with RI Appendix 29A,

Captain 0.B.E. RAN
Naval Officer Commanding

Queensland

,3/0 Enclosures: Report of Froceedings (2 copies)
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1/16/4 HAS BARDBETTE
At CAIRNS

01 APR 76

The Naval Officer Commanding
QUZEENSLAND

For Information:

The Flag O0fficer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEEZT

The Ccmmander
AUSTRAILTAN MINE WARFARE AND PATROL FORCES

The Commanding Officer
HMAS CAIRNS

The Commander
SECOND AUSTRALIAN PATRCOL BOAT SQUADRON

HiAS BARBETTE - REPORT OF PROCESDINGS -~ MARCH 1976
(A1l Times Zone KXilo {(=10)

Sir,

I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMA
Ship under my command for the month of March, 1976.

2 e At tiae commencenient of the month, dlkaid DARSITTD
was alongside No 1 wharf, Cairns, undergoing an OSkP and
investigating the conditicn of the port main engine, Lxani=-
ination revealed a broken exhaust valve, and damage to the
heads and pistons in three cvlinders, Urdef 41/76 was
raised (:IM4LS BARBETTE DAU 0)10622Z MHAR 76), The condition
of the engine was so poor that replacement of the engine was
decided upon as the most effective method of rectifiying the
defects, As the starboard engine had reached almost 4LOO0O
hours running, it was proposed to change both engines

(HMAS CAIRNS DAU 0900202 MAR 76), and the proposal was
approved,

D s BARBETT® remained alongside No 1 Wharf, and the
staff of NQEZA worked to replace both main engines, 1he
Ship's Company were employed in maintenance and ship's
husbandry duties throughout.

k4, The new main engines were lowered into the ship

on 24 MAR 76, and the process of installation continued for
the remainder of the month,

oe/2
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| B e On 31 MAR 76, with BARBETTEZ still alongside No 1
Wharf, 1 delivered a Security lecture to the Ship's
Company on the subject of contact with foreign nationals,

6., The condition of the ship is fair., Urdef 41/76
was raised during the month for the port main engine, now
in the process of rectification, Urdef 42/76 was raised
retrospectively for the AN-URC 58 defect in TFebruary, which

has been rectified,

e The welfare and health of the Ship's Company have
been goods, Conduct has been generally good.

1 have the honour to be,
Sir,

iour obedient servant

] A
-, i
s i

(R.E, SWINNZRTON)
Lieutenant, HAN
Commanding Cificer

Enclosures: Annexes A and B

RESTRICTED
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ANHUEX A STEAMING DATA

|

f lidles steamed during the month Nil

| Hours underway during the month Nil
Miles steamuwu since commissioning 158 ;5512
Hours underway since commissioning 11,149,8

| Occasions fast routing speed excecded Nil
ANNEX B EXERCISES
Nil

—— —— e — e ——
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FILE: 428/3//5GC

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE

(NAVY OFFICE)
APrPe . \Gq] ‘e
HMAS (A ARABACTTE RPEPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
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NCTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Board Members may see
these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

B. The report will be given again to Board Members wi?h
hirector's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments.

C. Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Feads of Branches.

D. If any matter regquires comprehensive treatment or

reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above.
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TELEPHONE. 311611
Naval Staff Office
IN REPLY QUOTE B1 -16- 17 Edward Street
Box 1416 GPO
BRISBANE QLD 4001
Department of Defence (Navy Office) 20 MAY 1976
Russell Hill

CANBERRA ACT 2600

Attention: Deputy Chief Naval Staff

HMAS BETTE REPORT OF PROC NGS - APRIL 6

The enclosures are forwarded in accordance with RI Appendix 294,

1
i
DAVID NICHOLLS)
Captain 0.B.E. RAN
Naval Officer Commanding
Queensland

{é%%}ﬂﬂ&lﬂﬁ&Eﬂ‘ 1. Report of Proceedings (2 copies)
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1/16/h4 Hi4AS BARBETTE
At sea 't B

01 MAY 76
The Naval Officer Commanding
QUEEIISLAND
For Information:

The Flag Officer Commanding
AM AUSTRALIAN FLEE

The Commmander
AUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARE AND PATROL FORCES

The Commanding Officer
HMAS CAIRIUS

The Commander
SECOND AUSTRALIAN PATROL BOAT SQUADRON

dlas BARBETTE - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - APRIL 1976
All Times Zone Kilo (~10))

Sir,

I have the honour to report the proceedings of
HMA Ship under my command for the month of April, 1976,

2e Cn 01 APR 76, HMAS BARBETTE was alongside No 1
Wharf, Cairns, continuing the installation of both new
main engines, At 1500, 08 APR 76 the ship cast off and
proceeded to sea to trial the new engines, returning to
No 1 Wharf at 1710, at last operational, |

Ts At 1130, 09 APR 76, BARBETTE commenced a north-
ern Barrier Reef patrol and shake down, The ship anchored
at Lizard Island at 2145, intending to patrol the outer
reef next morning, The weather, however, was quite unsuit~
able for reef navigation, and BARBETTE patrolled inside
the reef to Stanley Island in the Flinders Group, coming
to anchor at 1430, 10 APR 76, On the morning of 11 APR 76
the overcast gave way to clear sky, and BARBETTE proceeded
to the open sea through Lowry Passage, After sighting no
fishing activity, the ship returned to inner rcef waters
through the Second Three Mile Opening at 1400, 11 APR 76
and continued the patrol towards Torres Strait, A full
power trial was conducted from 1600 to 1800,

ol R
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L, At 2000, 11 APR 76, a contact was investigated on
Nomad Reoef, near the Home Islands, The vessel was in fact
taking clam, but was operated by a Thursday Islander, The
patrol was continued, Cocoa nut Island in the Torres Strait
was rounded at 0700, 12 APR 76, and BARBETTE then proceeded
to Thursday Island, berthing at the Caltex Jetty at 1300,

L TP At 0800, 13 APR 76, BARBETTE returned to recef
waters, The patrol south was uneventful, and the ship
berthed alongside HMAS BARRICADE at No 1 Wharf, at 1000 on
15 APR 76,

6. At 0924, 20 APR 76 BARBETTE cast off and proceeded
in company with HMAS FLINDERS and BARRICADE, A short period
of OOW manoeuvres was conducted once in open water, and at
1045 BARBETTE detached to proceed north to the Gulf of
Carpentaria, During the evening of 21 APR 76 the ship
transitted Endeavour Strait, and entered the Gulf, No
foreign fishing activity was observed on the skort patrol
south, and BARBETTE berthed at Evans Landing, Weipa at 1400
22 APR 76, alongside the 30m steel hulled trawler NORTHERN
PEARL, a converted Taiwanesc fishing boat, Although the
cost of conversion was high, the vessel is now earning her
keep as a trawler, and mother ship for several smaller i
wooden trawlers, Initially, some problems of reliability
were encountered with the rather exotic diesel main cngine,
These were overcome by the simple expedient of employing
Chinese engineers,

7 An o0il change for the Starboard Main Ingine was
carried out while in Weipa, and at 1300, 23 APR 75, BARBETTE
cast off and returned to the Gulf, The ship patrolled south
through the DFZ and anchored at Rocky Island from 1445 to
2000 on 24 APR 76, Throe gill-netting Taiwanesec fishing
vessels were boarded during the afternoon of 25 APR 76, well
clear of the DFZ, to search for sedentary organisms, As the
ex-long liners, and scveral of the trawler design, only
employ floating nets, there was no possibility of finding
sedentary organisms, The opportunity was, however, taken to
to define the limit of the DFZ to the respective masters,

8, At 1015, 26 APR 76, BARBETTE arrived in VWeipa and
berthed at Evans Landing., At 1030, 27 APR 76, the ship
continued the patrocl, Eight Taiwanese vessels werc present
in the eastern Gulf, including the three already boarded,
and all were kept under intermittent surveillance, Weather
conditions were generally adverse for small boat operations,
and the remainder were not boarded,

0. At 1730, 28 APR 76 the AN=URC 58 became unserve-
iceable, and the PIM could not be passed, PEARBETTE
returned to Weipa, berthing at 2200, 28 APR 76, at Humbug
Point Heavy Equipment Wharf. At 1000, 29 APR 76, the ship
moved to Evans Landing Wharf for fuel,

ll/3
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10, At 2100 a replacement radio was received from
Cairns, and BARBETTE returncd to sea at 2325, 29 APR 76
to continue the patrol, BARBETTE recmained at sea in the
eastern Gulf until the end of the month,

11, The condition of the ship is now good, The new
main engines performed well throughcut the month., Urdef
44/77, for the AN=~URC 58, is expected to be rectified .

on completion of the present patrol. Indef 29/77, for the

galley refrigerator, was rectificd in Weipa after spares were
received from Cairns,

12, _ The health, welfare and conduct of the Ship's
Company have been good,

I have the honour to be,
Si.

Your obedient servant

7L

_\\__.

«E. SWINNERTON)
Licutenant, RAN
Commanding Officer

Enclosures: Annexes A and B
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ANNEX A STEAMING DATA

Miles steamed during the month 3589,1
Hours underway during the month ,%@66.6
Miles steamed since commissioning 162%140,3
Hours underway since commissioning 11,416, 4

Jecasions fast routing speed exceeded
DATE SPEED HOURS REMARKS

Sea trial both M.E,

Full Power Trial

vOW Manoeuvres

Passagp to Weipa ~ Mincheck

08 APR 76 22,0 1
11 APR 76 21,9 24
20 APR 76 19.5 0.
28 APR 76 19,5 3

e % @ -»
LWL O -

ANNEX B EXERCISES
09 APR 76 Action Stations

Emerg, Stations

Leaving Ship Stations

Steering Gear rod failure
12 APR 76 Steering Gear rod failure

Minor NBCDX-~ Fire in Wardroom

ire in Upper dock locker

13 APR 76 Defence Watches

Action Stations

Major NBCDX

Gas Attack

Shelter Stations e
20 APR 756 OUW Manoeuvres
21 APR 76 Gyro failure

Action Stations
MaJor NLCDX
26 APR 76 Man Overboard (All 0OOW)

RESTRICTED
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FILE: 428/3/ 158/

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
(NAVY OFFICE) ey 76

HMAS REPORT OF PR@CEEDINGS

NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Board Members may see
these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

B. The report will be given again to Board Members'wigh
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments.

C. Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.

D. If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or

reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above.
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Department of Defence (Navy Office) 2 1 JUN 1976
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Attention: Deputy Chief Naval Staff

for Naval Officer Commanding

Queensland
kg/ ‘Enclosure: 1. Report of Froceedings (2 mpim)
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1/16/5B “ R:ST::CTED HMAS BARBRTTE

at Sea

-3 JUN 1976

The Naval Officer Commanding
GULBENSLAND

M

For Information:

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEST

The Commander
AUSTRALTIAN MINE WARGSARIE AWwD LATROL FORCES

The Commanding Officer
HMAS CAIRNS

The Commander
SECOND AUSTHRALIAN PATHOL BOAT SCUADRON

HMAS BARBEITE - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

MAY 1976

(ALL WIMES ZOi KILO (=10))

o B

i I have the honcur to report the proceedings of
HMA Ship under the Command of Dieutenant K. L. Swinnerton
RAN, until 28 May 76, and under my command for the
remainder of the montin,

2 At the comnmencemnent of the month, HMAS BARBLTTH
was at sea, conducting a Gulf of Carpentaria Patrol. At
1400, 01 May 76, the ship berthed at BEvans bLanding in
Weipa to fuel.

e At 1000, 02 May 76, ULARBETTE returned to the Gulf.
At 1528, near Cape Keerieer, a vessel was detected by radar,
stationary, inside the U.'Z, Speed was increased, and at
1552 the vessel was identified as Talwanese. Suitable
signals were made to the fishing boat, and at 1603 she
commenced making way, heading avay from the coast at best?
speed. At 1606, hot pursuit was officially enjoined, and
the vessel, FU YUNG, CD6 - 0342 was stopped and boarded at
1615 The vessel was unfortunntely one of the smaller, 50 m
steel hulled fishing boats, and investigation by the boarding
party revealed that no fishing had been taking place. A
search was made for any nets that may have been laid inshore,
but without result. Nevertheless, it was decided to hold
the vessel, for intent to fish, and await a Navy Office
ruling on the matter,

/ *’1 s At

RES . uClED
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& At 2130, 02 May 76, because of the likely
| difficulties of prosecution, LU YUNG was released 18
| miles clear of the coast, after the Master had been
| warned against fishing inside 12 miles, The Patrol
| was resumed.
|

2 After a further uneventful two days of patrol,
BARBELTE anchored =t 1140, 04 Hay 76, in t.e Quarrantine
anchorage, Thursday lsland, At 1400, the ship berthed
at the Caltex Fuelling Jetty, and remained until 0900,
05 May 76, when the patrol to Cairns commenced.

6o At 1230, 06 May 76, the yacht ALCHERINGA was
observed near the Howick Group of islands, meking
conspicuous gestures with a recd towel. The yacht, a new

cutter rigged ferro-cement ketch of 50 f%t, appeared to be
slightly over canvassed, bUt was otherwise sailing well
in the 20 Kkt breeze, BALD. UL steamed close to the yacht,
and the owner asked to be towed to Lizard Island, as his
engine had broken down. Anticipating some urgent need
for the yacht to reach Lirzard Island (a distance of 40 nm
directly to windward), a tow was passed and the Tow
commenced at 1251, Lizard Island was reached at 1816
after the yacht had suffered to a certaln extent from

the 6-38 ft seas. Later discussion with the owner
revealed that he was shaking down the yacht for a round-
the-world cruise, and his ignorance was astounding. He
had not reefed, because he could not. He and his crew
had been unable to beat to ILizard Island after engine
failure, in what they described as the worst weather

they had ever seen (Force 5).

s At 2030, 06 May 76, BARBETTE weighed and continued
the patrol. At 0700, 07 May 76, a SUFX was carried out in
R792, and BARBEITE entered Calrns Harbout at 1000, BAKBETT.:
then acted as tug for PHES Hul NG (the nationwide tug strike
was in progress) and moved her to the NQBA Fitting Out Wharf
in Smiths Creek. On comnletion of this eveolution, BARBEITE
berthed alongside HMA3 BAYONLI at No 1 Wharf, at 1034, o7

May 76,

8. BARBETIE remained slongside at No 1 Wharf carrying

out an SMP until 17 lay 76, During this pericd work progressec
on a recurring defect in the 40/60 Gun,  This defect could

not be rectified prior to sailing, and om 14 May 76 UHDER 45/77 .
Priority Two was railsed, At 1200 on 14 May 76 you, Sir, were
entertained at dinner aboard BARBETTE,

o At 0900, 17 May 76, BARBETTE, proczed:d Tc sea with
Commander M. J. S. Keay, LAN and several of Hli.o CATKINS
Engineering staff eubaried, o conduct a full power trial.

At 1245 BARBETTE returned to 1o 1 Wharf To disembark personnel,

and at 1320 commenced a Be.rier Reef Patrol.

104 A 12 ft boat, and other stores, were carried To

the Iigard Island Research Station, and these were discharged
while anchored at Lizard Island, at 0715, 18 Mey 76. At
0740 the ship proceeded to Area RT793 for a 50 cal SUFK, As
the weather was unsuitsble for reef navigation, BARBEITE thel
proceeded south by the iunnei route, coming to ancior in

Horse Shoe Bay, Magnetic Island, at 0916, 19 May 7T6. At

1400 BARBEI'TE berthed at.io 2 \hax Townsville.
_ {. | |
LHJ j— s W
143,
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e The following day, at 0800. BARBEITE proceeded tTo

sea with the intention of patrolling to Swains Reef. Weather
conditions, however, continued to be adverse, and at the exposed
outer reefs would have made reef navigation decidely hazardous.
Accordingly, BARBEITL diverted to the Whitsunday Passage area
for shelter, and for OOW pilotage tralinling. At 1925, 20 May
76, BARBETTE anchored in Cid Harbout. The ship weighed at
0800,21 May 76 and proceeded to conduct siX exercise anchorages.
At 1645, 21 May 76, BARB.itii berthed alongside MV MATIEW
FLINDEXS, at West Molle Island Jetty, and remained there

overnight.

124 At 0800, 22 May 76, the ship proceeded to Bowen,
arriving at 1200, At 0800, 24 May 76, BARBELTE cast off and
commenced the return nassage to Cairns. I'he ship anchored

overnight in the Palm Islonds on 24 May 76, and at Fitzroy
Island on 25 liay 76, BARDE .1 berthed alongside BAYONET
at No 1 Wharf, Cairns, at 1000, 26 May 7é6.

15, At 1410, 28 liay 76, I formally assumed commend of
BARBLITE in the presence of tiie Ship's Company, at Divisions.
On 31 May 76 at 1000, I procceded to sea for a period of
familiarization. After ship handling and other exercises were
completed, BARBEYTE anchored in the lee of PFitzroy lIsland,
remaining at the anchorage until the end of the month. ¥
144 The condition oi +the ship is good. URDLE 45/77
for the 40/60 was raised during the month, and the repair
will be tested by firing on 04 Jun 76. The AN=URC 58
defect, URDEF 44/77, was rectified during SMP.  The new
main engines continue to periorm well.

154 The health, welfare and conduct of the Ship's
Company continue to be good.

1 Have The Honour To Be,
ST,

Your Obedient Servant,

—_—

] ¥ ’ .

i
& r ¥
§ gt = cm— I’,—..."
!

(D, N. COLLYER)
Lieutenant AN
Commanding Officer

Annexes: A. Steaming Details

Be BExercise Detalils

RESY.C LED
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ANNEX A TO ,
ANMAS BARBRITE IETTER 1/16/5B

— e " - LT . ——— -

DATLD 3RD JUNE 1976

EES B TERE T

SUAITING DETAILS

1s Miles Steamed During The Month 2465,6
2. Miles Steamed Since Commissioning 164505, Y
D Hours Underway During Month 194.8
4., Hours Underway Since Commissioning 11611, 2
De Occasions Fast Routeing Speed Exceeded:
Date opeed Hours Remarks
errle 2 % RERSET
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HVAS BARBEITE LETTER 1/16/5B
DATwD 3RD JUNE 1976

BAURCLS.s DETALLS

IS R— RS R S ]

Date Exercise
21 May 76 OOW rilotage and Anchorages
25 May 76 Landing and Boarding Parties Exercised

omall Arms Training and Firings

31 May 76 New CU and OOWs Exercised
Mian Cvzrboard and Steering Gear
Sreakdown Procedures

peeT "CTED

I A o i
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FILE: 428/3/ (exA

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
(NAVY OFFICE)

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS Jyuc'7b.

-/réﬂ_ v ol ,?/ G. 8 /f?-e.ﬂjf -~ “wo u,t;{,} als .

{l‘r/f

NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Board Members may see
these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

B. The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments.

C. Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.

D. If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or

reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above.

}H@“ |
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE

Naval Staff Officd
Edward Street

Box 1416 G.P.O.
BRISBANE. Q. 4001

Telephone: 31.1611
In reply quote: B1.16.17

2 1 JUL 1976
Department of Defence (Navy Office)

Russell Offices
= CANBERRA. A.C.T. 2600

Attention: Deputy Chief of Naval Staff.

HMAS BARBEITE - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - JUNE 6

The enclosures are forwarded in accordance with R.I. Appendix 29A.

e

P (DAVID NICHOLLS)
Captain O.B.E. RAN
Naval Officer Commanding
Queensland.

ﬁT/) Enclosures:  Report of Proceedings (2 copies).

RESTRICTED
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HMAS BARBEIT

|.|b 55 At Sea
1st July 1976

The Naval Officer Commanding
QUELNSLAND

ﬂ————!ﬂ-_

For Information:

The Flag Officer Coumanding
AM AUSTRALIAN eLiuild

The Commander
AUSTHALIAN MINE WARIFARE AUD FPATROL FORCHS

The Commanding Officer
HMAS CAIKNS

The Commander
SECOND AUSTRALIAN PATROL BOAT SQUADRON

AT

1. I have the honour to report the proceedings of
HMAS BARBLTTE under my commend for the month of June 1976.
All times zone kilo (-10),

2 At the cowmm:ncement of the month, HMAS BARBETTE
was at anchor at Fitzroy Island. At 0930 on 1st June the
anchor was weighed and the s.uip berthed at No 2 berth,
Cairns at 1100.

e At 0900 2nd June HilAS bLARBRIITE cast off and
proceeded to Ligard Island where the ship anchored at 1908.
he anchor was weighed at 0905 on the 3rd June and the ship
proceeded north along the in er reef, rendezvousing with
HMAS BARRICADE at 1515 for passage in company.  40/60
firings were carried out from 0738 to 0830 on 4th June in
area R792 and the ship then berthed on HNMaS BAKRICADE At

No 2 berth Cairns at 1005,

4. HMAS BARBLITE remained alongside carryling out
maintenance until 15 June when aiCompags Swir’ was cerried
out by Lieutenant K. S. Tuckey, RAN in Trinivy lalet.

De At 0753, 16th June, HMAS BARBLITE cast off aud
proceeded in company with (ll1aS BAKRICADE, AWARL and BAYONLT
to carry out a Squadron txercise in the Cairns area. On
completion of the day's sericls, BARBLITE returned to
Cairns, berthing on MV CAPE rILLAR at No 1 wharf at 2255

to carry out repairs to the anchor windlass (URDEF 46/775,

port diesel generator (ULDER 47 ype 696 UHF
radio (URDEF 48/77). 'I"'QTﬂé EDt

/6., The Generator

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO/73131



RESi..CIED

6. The generator defect was rectified on 17 th
June and at 1750, HMAS BARBETTE cast off and proceeded
to rejoin HMAS AWARE and BAYONLT for a night 40/ 60
firing and formaticn anchorage.,

Te HMAS BAYONLT's Overational Readiness Evaluation
was carried out on the 12th June with HMAS BARBETTE
returning alongside lio 1 Wharf, Calrns at 1245 to
continue work on the windlass and UHF radio. With the
windlass defect rectified, !iAS BARBEITE sailed at 1535
to rendezvous with HMAS BA.RICADL,

8e At 0900 on 19th June, HMAS BARBEITE berthed
astern of HMAS BARRICADE at Mo 3 Berth, Townsville. An
Annual Range Course was carivied out by the Ship's
Company at the Army small arms range on the 21st June
and at 1845 the ship departed Lownsville and began a
patrol of the inner reef to the south.

9. Patrolling of the reef continued during the
days, with the ship anchoring at High Peak Island on
the evening of 22nd June, Bell Cay on the 23rd June and
Scawfell Island on the 24tn June.

10. At 0800 25th June, [MAS BARBEITE berthed port side
to Mackay Pier after amending the BIA to facilitate the
early medical examination of a sailor suffering from acute
tonsillitis. At 0320, the ship shifted to No 8 tourist
jetty for fuelling,.

i HMAS BAUBEDIE sailed from Mackay at 1130 26th June
and proceeded to DBrampton Island, berthing port side to
Bramptom Island deep water Jetly at 1400,

2 Patrol of the reef continued with HMAS BARBETTE
departing Bramptom Island at 0900 27th June. The ship
anchored at Border Island on the evening of 27th June,
Haslewood Island 28th June, Cid Harbour 29th June and
arrived Mackay at 0800 30ta June. After fuelling at No
8 tourist wharf, HMAS BARBELIE sailed atv 1005 and
proceeded to South Molle Island, berthing port side to
South Molle Island jetty at 1630,

15 The condition of the ship 1is good with defects

on the anchor windlass (Uil 46/77), port diesel generator
(URDEF 47/77) and No 5 air conditioning unit (INDEF 30/77)

being rectified during the wmonth, The defect on the type

696 UHF radio (U.DET 45/77) is expected to be rectified in

Cairns in the maintenance period commencing 2nd July.

! _l " Y = g “ = ' i - & e
F’: .I1 -“' P =4 : L = - ’ S : " r' N I- ;’ .1".r _-I.
A

ChEahetla 24 < = case, ! e EID
e lfuro C s aiag 5T L T aEs TR £ o Ll
B b5k /14. The healt’

praTICTED
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The health of the Ship's Cowmpany, with the
exception of one acute tonsillitis case, has been 300

od.,

3 = = £ J T ¥ 1 ¥ 2 4
Welfare and conduct of the Ship's Company continues To

be good.

Annexes:

A.

B#‘

I have the honour to be,
Sie,

Your Obedient Servant,

_" | JJJN!
)
(D. N. COLLYER)

Lieutenant RAN
Commanding Officer

Steaming Detalls

Bxercise Detaills

Rr' et 'CTED

=
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s l\'ﬁ%_BE_TTE mL-TER 1/16/5B

DATED 15T JULY 13

SURAMING DETAILS

Miles Steamed During lonth 1798.2

Miles Steamed Since Commissioning 166304, 1

Hours Underway During Month 15011

Hours Underway Since Commissioning 117623

Occasions lYast Routine Speed Exceeded:

Date Speed Hours Remarks
16-18 Jun 76 Various - Exercise Squadex 76
24 Jun 76 1 55 1 To clear engine
after slow running
in reef
28 Jun 76 ¢ 1 To clear engine
after slow running
in reef
e e e e =
ANNEX B TO
HMAS BARBETTE _EEER 1/16/ 5B
DATHED 15T JI JULY 1976
BXERCISE DETAILS
Date Exercise
16 Jun 76 O0OW Manoeuvres, 40/60 SUFX,
TOWEX, NEX
17 Jun 76 AAROF, Formation Anchorage,
NBCDX
18 Jun 76 SUFX, AAFX, OOW Manoeuvres

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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raforence to anctherx Branch a new file snould bh
«ised, a suitable note Leiny made aoove.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO/73131



DEPARTMENT OF bhohbAM¥k DEFENCE

TELEPHONE: 31.1611

Naval Staff Office
IN REPLY QUOTE Be1=16=17 E:_ﬂ:rﬁ Street
Box 1416 G«P.0.
BRISBANE. 4001

18 AUG 1978

Department of Defence (Navy Office)
Russell Offices

CANBERRA. A.C.T. 2600

Attention: Deputy Chief of Naval Staff

HMAS BAR

BETTE - REPO

RT OF PR

Captain OBE RAN
Naval Officer Commanding
Queensland.

R Enclosures:  Report of Proceedings (2 copies).
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1/16/5B R™ ETTT.CTEDMS BAKBETTE

at Cairns

2nd August 1976

The Naval Officer Commanding
QUESNSLAND

For Information:

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLELT

The Commander
AUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARE AND PATROL BOAT FORCES

The Commanding Officer
HMAS CAIRNS

The Commander
SECOND AUSTRALIAN PATROL BOAT SQUADRON

HMAS BARBETTE -~ REFORT OF PROCELDINGS

R L e

JULY 1976

gir,

ts I have the honour to report the proceedings of
HMAS BARBETTE under my comuand for the month of July 1976.
All times Zone KILO (-10).

2 At the commencement of the month HMAS BARBETTE
was alongside lMolle Islaud JetTty. At 0900 on the 1st
July the ship cast off and proceeded to Cairns arriving
alongside starboard side to [MAS FLINDERS at No 1 wharf
Cairns at 0900 on 2nd July. On arrival Cairns the
steering gear, which had become increasingly tight in the
latter days of the patrol, was tested and found defective
(URDEF 49/77). A new reduction gearbox and hydraulic rams
were fitted and the URDEF was rectified on the 12th July
prior to sailing.

De HMAS BARBETTE sailed from Cairns at 1000 on 12th
July and proceeded north to patrol the inner Barrier Reef
and Torres Straits areas. the ship anchored at Bird Island
on the 13th July and Rennel Island 14th July, then berthed
at Caltex Fuelling Wharf, Thursday Island at 1200 15th

July.

4. On

R™ST™"CTED
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4. On completion of fuelling, HMAS BARBETTE cast
off from Caltex Fuelling Wharf and proceeded to Thursday
Island Jetty, berthing port side to at 1545. At 09Q0
on 16th July, the ship cast oif from Thursday Island
Jetty, but after experiencing a port main engine and
generator failure, returned to the jetty. Salt water
in the fuel tanks was found to be the cause of the
engine failures and the ship remained alongside while
machinery and fuel tanks were checked. As the
fuelling agent could not guarantee that any further

fuel received would not be contaminated, the ship
sailed for Cairns at 1000 on 17th July.

B's After experiencing heavy head seas, which
damaged the anchor bow stop (INDEF 32/77), the ship
arrived in Cairns and berthed starboard side to HMAS
AWAKE, at No 1 Wharf =t 0900 on 19th July. All
contaminated fuel tanks were emptied and cleaned
prior to fuelling and a series inspection was carried
out on the 40/60 Bofor. The ship then sailed from
Cairns at 1600 on 21st July.

6, HMAS BARBETTE again experienced heavy head
seas on passage south precluding surveillance of the
real. The ship arrived in the Whitsunday Islands
and anchored at Cid Harbour at 2240 on 22nd July,
carried out ships husbandry then proceeded alongside
Molle Island jetty at 1530 on 23rd July.

T At 0900 on 24th July, the ship cast off and
proceeded to Gladstone berthing port side to Auckland
Point No 2 wharf at 0900 on 25th July. HMAS BARBETTE
sailed from Gladstone, with 1tV KKAIT in company, at
0900 on 27th July.,. MV LRATIT was escorted to the Percy
Island group where tThe escorting task was handed over to
HMAS BARRICADE on 28th July. HMAS BARBETTE then
proceeded to Lindeman Island jetty, berthing starboard
side to at 1700 on 28th July,

Be At 0830 on 29th July, HMAS BARBEITTE cast off
and proceeded » A wajor NBCD exercise was carried
out in the forenoon then passage was continued to Calirns.
At 0900 on 30th July, the ship berthed port side tn_fNGS
MADANG at No 1 wharf, Cairns and remained there until the

end of the month,
9. The condition of the ship is good with dgfects on the
696 UHF Radio (U4DLF 48/77) and Mathway steering gear

(URLEF 49/77) being rectified and are defect outstanding
on the anchor bow stop (INDEF 31/77).

/10. The health

p—r7T~"CTED
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10. The health of the Ship's Company is good.
Welfare and conduct of the Ship's Company contlinues
to be good.

I have the honour to be,
S % o

Your Obedient Servant,

I

iy, T | g A
(D. N. COLLYER)
Lieutenant RAN
Commanding Officer

Annexss: A, Steaming Details

B- Exercise Details

R™STICTED
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HMAS BARBETTE

STEAMING DETAILS

1 Miles Steamed During lonth 2T8%43
< Miles Steamed Since Commissioning 169087 . 4
3. Hours Underway During lMonth 2195

4., Hours Underway Since Commissioning 11981.8

Dia Occasions Fast Routine Speed |
Exceeded Nil

ANNEX B TO

HMAS BARBETTE

ET’I‘ER 1 . EB

DATED 2ND AUGUST 1976

EXEACISE DETAILS

Date Exercise
25 Jul 76 AU Derthed Ship
27 Jul 76 Lxercised Emergency Stations and

Leaving Ship Stations

29 Jul 76 Major NBCDX

RCSTRICTED
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3, AUSTRALIA & DEPARTMENT OF THECNAXYX DEFENCE

P GEEL
TELEPHOMNE: 31 1 611
IN REPLY q-.;auB'l/'I 6/1 7 Naval Staff Office
Edward Street

Box 1416 GPO
BRISBANE. 4001,

9 3 SEP 1976

Department of Defence (Havy' Office)
Russell Offices

Attention: Deputy Chief of Naval Starf

HMAS BARSBETTE REPOST OF PROCELEDINGS

AUGUST 1976
1e The enclosures are forwarded in accordance with RI
Appendix 29A.
2o The Commanding Officer Barbette's attention has been drawn

to the brevity of his exercise Annex,

~ (DAVID NICHDLIS
Captain OBE RAN
Naval Officer Commanding
Queensland,

Enclosure:  HMAS BARBETTE = Report of Proceedings
August 1976

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIGTO/73131



51 3800 HMAS BARBETTE
AT CAIRNS
1/16/5B 18t September, 1976

The Naval Officer Commanding
QUEZNSLAND

For Informetion:

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

The Commander
AUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARE AND PLTROL .FORCES

The Commanding Officer
HM4LS CAIRNS

The Commander
SECOND AUSTRALIAN PATROL BOAT SQUADRON

HMAS BARBETTE - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
AUGUST 1976

o B 1y

I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMAS
BARBETTE under my command for the month of August 1976. All tiwmes
Zone Kilo (=10).

2. At the commencement of the month HMAS B.RBETTE was
berthed outboard of PNGS !ILDALANG at number one wharf, Cairns where
the ship remained until the 9th of August carrying Gut planned
maintenance, ships husbandry, repairing the damaged anchor bow stop
(INDEF 31/77;, and replacing defective nickel cadmium batteries
(URDEF 50/77

De AT 1000 on the 9th of August, HMAS B'RBETTE cast off and
proceeded from number one wharf Cairns. As the ship approached
number eight beacon in the Cairns entrance channel a small craft was
noticed Jjust clear of the chancel with the crew frantically waving

a large piece of cloth. The boat, ERMELINDA II, was a half cabin
cruiser, apprroximately six metres in length and powered by a single
outboard motor which had become unserviceable. /i 1line was passed
and the boat was then towed to the Marlin Jetty, Cairns, where the
tow was slipped at 1100,

4, During the passage north to the Gulf of Carpentaria a
contact was observed on the edge of the Great Barrier Reef with three
smaller contacts in its vicinity. On investigation this was found
to be an fustralian fishing vessel, PEDRO, which was operating small
boats trolling for fish over the reef. HMAS BARBETTE then continued
north to Piper Islands where anchorage was found at 1615 on the 10th
of August.

De At 0300 on the 11th of August the anchor was weighed and
HMAS B/RBETTE proceeded north along the inner reef to Thursday Island.

.-.a.....l-.ﬁ B EVANS i
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©. On arrival at the Caltex Fuelling Wharf, Thursday Island,
at 1400 on the 11th of August, the berth was fuund to be occupied
and HM.S BARBETTE was forced to hold off until 1435 when the smallﬁ
craft alongside had completed fuelling. FMuelling of HMAS BARBLLTI
was completed at 1645 and the ship was then told to leave the wharf,
At 1650 the ship cast off and proceeded to Town Wharf, berthing

port side to MV MELBIDIR at 1705.

Ta HMAS BARBETTE sailed from Thursday Island at 0900 on the

12th of August and proceeded to patrol the ecastern side of the Gulf
of Carpentaria,. The ship berthed at Evans Landing, Weipa at 1400

on the 14th of August with the only contacts sighted being a group

of Australian trawlers off Albotross Bay.

8. At 1000 on the 15th of iAugust HMAS B.LRBETTE sailed from
Weipa and proceeded south through the centre of the Gulf to Rocky
Island, anchoring at 0930 on the 16th of August. The anchor was
weighed at 1245 and the ship patrolled the Mornington Island area
before returning north along the east coast to Weipa and berthing at
Evans Landing at 1000 on the 17th of August,

9. On completion of fuelling, at 1400 on the 17th of August,
HMAS BLRBITTE cast off from Evens Landing and continued patrolling
the Gulf of Carpentaria,

10, HMLS BARBETTE anchored at Rocky Island from 1735 on the
18th of August until 1300 on the 19th of August, then continued the
patrol.

i & At 1835 on the 19th of August a radar contact, at a range

of sixteen miles, wns gained between Mornington Island and the
eastern shore of the Gulf of Cerpentaria. Course was altered to
investigate the contact which split into two trawler sized contacts
as the ronge was closed. On further closing of the range the
contacts broke up and, despite illumination by ten inch lantern 2~nd
two inch rocket flare, nothing was visual in the ares. HM/.S
B/RBETTE then continued to patrol north to Weipa, berthing at Lvans
Landing at 1400 on the 20th of August.

125 HM.S BLRBETTE cast off from Weipa at 1005 on the 22nd of
August ~nd proceeded north into the Torres Straits. The ship
anchored at Dalrymple Island from 0840 on the 23rd of August until
0015 on the 24th of August then proceeded to Thursday Island,

j 5 HMLS BLRBETTE arrived at the Caltex Fuelling Wharf,
Thursday Island, at 1400 on the 24th of Lugust. Once egain the
berth was found to be occupicd and the ship was forced to hold off
until 1440 when the vessel alongside was cleared from the wharf,

14. At 1000 on the 25th of fugust, HMLS B.RBETYE cast off from
Caltex Fuclling Wherf, Thursday Island, for passage to Cairns, The
ship anchored at Sta nley Island from 0830 to 1500 on the 26th of
iugust and carried out 2 40/60 Bofor firing in area R792 from 0700
to 0800 on the 27th of Lugust, The ship then berthed at number one
wharf Cairns at 1000 on the 27th of ifugust and rcmained there until
the ¢nd of the month.

12, The condition of the¢ ship is good with the defect on the
anchor bow stop (INDEF 31/77) being rectified and 2 new outfit of

ey w
AS v & o wa S
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hickel cadmium batteries being fitted to replace defective
batteries (URDEF 50/77).

16 The health and welfore of the Ship's Company have becn
good, The conduct of the Ship's Company has bec¢n generally good.
I have the honour to be,
oir,

Your Obedient Servant,

|||||

-7 (D.N. COLLYER)
Lieutenant, RLN
- Commanding Officer

Annexes: L, Steaming Details.

B, EBxercise Deteils
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HM..S B.RBETTE

LETTER 1/16/5B DATED
1st SEPTEMBER 1976

oTE,MING DETALILS

s Miles steamed during month 2508, 2
<A Miles steemed since commissioning 172595, 6
De Hours underway during month 268.1
4, Hours underway since commissioning 12249.9

- 1 Occasions Fast Routeing Specd Excecded:

Date Speed Houxrs Remarks
12 AUG T6 22 0.6 Full Power T[rial
ANNEX B TO

HMAS B.RBETTE
LETTER 1/16/5B DATED
1st SEPTEMBER 1976

EXERCISE DETLILS

DATE EXERCISE

09 .UG 76 TOWEX

27 LUG 76 AAFX, SUFX (40/60 and 50 CAL)
27 UG 76 X.0, PILOTAGE AND BERTH:D SHIF

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO/73131
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3 HMAS BARBETTE
At Mackay

\

1/16/5B 1st October 1976

The Naval Officer Commanding
QUELNSLAND

For Information:

The Flag Officer Commanding
M AUSTRALIAN FLEET

The Commander
AUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARE .HD PATROL BOAT FORCES

The Commending Officer
HMAS C.LIRNS

The Commander
SHECOND AUSTRALIAN PATROIL BO.LT SQU.LDRON

HMAS BaARBETIE - Riu2ORYLT OF PROCELDINGS SEPTEMBER 1976

a1,

i 8 I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMAS
LARBETTE under my commend for the month of Septemb r 1976, A1l
times zone KILO (=10).

2 HMAS BARBETTE remained alongside number one wharf, Cairns,
from the beginning of the wmonth until the 6th of September, At
1000, on the 6th of September, the ship sailed from Cairns and pro-
ceeded south to escort !V KRAIT from the port of Bowen, ﬁﬁ 1905 on
the 6th of September the ship anchored at Great Palm Island, The
anchor was weighed at 0552 on the 7th of September and, on finding
that there was no longer a necessity to escort MV KRAIT from Bowen,
course was set toc rendezvous with HMAS BUCCANE:LR.

5 nt 1210 on the 7th of September identities were exchanged

with HMAS BUCCANELR off Cape Upstart. Officer of the Watch
manoeuvres and other exercises were carried during the afternoon on
passage towards Border Island, A white flare was sighted at 1914
but despite a search of the area by both ships nothing further was
sighted and the ships anchored, in formation, at Border Island at

2057 .

4. During the forenoon of the 8th of September exercises were
carried out at anchor with HMAS BUCCANEER, Both ships weighed at
1100 and, on completion of Officer of the Watch manceuvres, HINAS
BﬂRBET'ﬂ detached at 1130,

De At 1440 on the 8th of September HMAS BARBETIE rendezvoused
with MV KKAIT and escorted the craft to Brampton Island, securing to
Brampton Island deep water jetty at 1600.

HMA/ 2
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6., HMAS BARBETITE cast off from Brampton Island jetty at 1000
on the 9th of September ond proceeded south to carry out a night
encounter exercise witnh IV KRAIT which had departed nine hours
earlier. MV KRAIT was intercepted at 2300 and HMAS BARBETYE then
proceeded to escort it to Port Alma. At 0305 on the 10th of
September the ships anchored in the approaches to Port Alma, MV
KRAIT proceeded, with a pilot embarked, to Rockhampton while, at
0740, HMAS BARBET!E weigned and proceeded to Port Alma wharf,
berthing at 0800.

Te At 1300 on the 10th of September HMAS BARBETIE cast off
and procecded having teken on fuel but low on water as none could be
spared by the personnel a2t Port Alma,

8, At 0720 on the 11th of September, HMAS B:iiSET I anchored o
off Linder~m . Island, The anchor was weighed at 1615 and at 1650
the ship berthed on Lindeman Island jetty. Fresh water was suppl-
ied complements of the lLindeman lIsland staff. On the following
morning HMAS BARBETTE cast off at 0930 and proceeded through Song
Sound anchoring from 1100 to 1430 then berthing outboard of MV
MATHEW PLINDERS on West llolle Island jetty at 1500 on the 12th of
September.,

9. HMAS BARBETIT departed from West Molle Island at 0830 on
the 13th of September cnd, after anchoring in Cid Harbour from 0915
to 0200 on the 14th of September, proceeded to patrol the inner reef
on passage north, After carrying out Officer of the Watch man
overboard drills the ship berthed at Number four wharf Townsville

at 1400 on the 14th of September.

10. £t 1000 on the 15th of September, HMiLS BiRBETTE cast off
from Townsville and proceeded to Cairns. The ship remained along-
side at number one wharf Cairns from 1000 to 1500 on the 16th of
September while a disciplinary offence was investigated. On dep-
arture Cairns the ship proceeded to Lizard Island and anchored to
the north west of the island at 0145 on the 17th of September.,
Maintenance of the shin was carried out in preparation for tae
annual inspection and the ship sailed at 2045 on the 19th of Septem-
ber. Further maintenance was carried out at anchor off Fitzroy
Island from 0740 on the 20th of September to 0845 on the 21st of
Septewber and the ship berthed outboard of HMAS BAR:IICLDE, at number
one wharf Cairns, at 1000 on the 21st of September.

P Departmental inspections were carried out on the 28th and
29th of September. On the 30th of September, ships company was
inspected at divisions by CMDR M.J.S. KEAY, RAN who then carried
out the harbour inspection of the ship. At 1500 on the 30th of
September the ships of the SECOND AUSTRALIAN PATROL BOAT S.U..DRON
sailed for Mackay to represent the ROYAL AUSTRALIAIN NAVY in events
organised for Navy Weeck,

12 & defect occurred on the 975 radar on the 30th of September
(URDEF 51/77). The condition of the ship is otherwise very good.

- | ‘1:.. i
& Fif
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124 The health of the ships company is good. Conduct of

the ships company was fair and some welfare problems have occurred
during the month.,

I Have The Honour To Be
Sir,

Your Obedient Servant

. COLLYER)
Lieutenant, RAN
Commanding Officer

Annexes: A. Steaming Details

8. EBxercise Details

RTSTRICTED
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1e Miles
2o Miles
3., Hours
4,  Hours
5

Date

O

. P i ;._; k -."1
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Annexr i To
HMAS BARBETTE
Letter 1/16/5B

Dated 1st October,

STHIMING DETALLS

steamed duriiig month

steamed since commissioning

underway during month

underway since commissioning

Speed

07-08 SEFP Various

1o g

SEAMANSHIP

NAVIGATION

GUNNERY

NBCD

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

O

03
oy

08

09
14
30
08

08

p-.;‘x rLL-E-‘LJ

Hours

1976

171242

174307 .8

129,2

. Occasions fast routeing speed exceeded:

Remarks

123794 1

Exercises with HMAS BUCCANEER

Annex B to
HMAS BARBETTE
Letter 1/16/5B

Dated 1st October,

JBXERCISE DETALILS

DATE

oEP 76

SEP 76
oLEP 76

SEP 76

SEP 76
SLP 76
SEP 76
SLEP 76
SEP 76

opy 7% W

1 ED

EXERCISE

1976

Competitive drills

TOWEX
SIPBX drilils

OOW manoeuvres, NSIC,
formation anchorage

Formation departure, OOW manc-

euvres

NEX with MV KRAIT
OOW man overboard drills

NSIC

BO/{RDEX with HIMWS BUCCANEER

Exercised fire, flood
transferred emergency parties

with HMAS “UCCANI

HT
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DEPARTMENT OF xdddbcxh&didx DEFENCE

TELEPHONE: 31.1611
Naval Staff Office
IN REPLY QUOTE B.1-16—1T mﬁi.l Etzﬂgto
BRISBANE. 4001

17 NOV 1978

Department of Defence (Navy Office)
Russell Offices
m“!m. A- G-T- 2600

Attention: Deputy Chief of Naval Staff

HMAS BARBETTE = REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - OCTOBER 1976

The enclosures are forwarded in accordance with R.I. Appendix 29A.

-f
|

2 e L,{‘,..:,LM{‘;

(DAVID NICHOLLS)

Captain OBE RAN

Naval Officer Commanding
Queensland.

a/ﬂ Bnclosure: Report of Proceedings (2 copies)
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51 3800 HMAS BARBETTE
AT CAIRNS
1/16/5B 1st November, 1976

The Naval Officer Commanding
QUEENSTAND

For Information:

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

The Commander
AUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARE AND PATROL BOAT FORCES

The Commanding Officer
HMAS CAIRNS

The Commander
SECOND AUSTRALIAN PATROL BOAT SQUADRON

HMAS

BARBETTE - REPORT OI' PROCI

BEDINGS - OCTOBER 1976

Sir,

1s I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMAS
BARBETTE under my command for the month of October 1976, All times
zone KILO (=10).

& HMAS BARBETIE commenced the month, in company with HMAS
BARRICADE and HMAS BAYOIlET, on passage to Mankay. The ship berthed
at Mackay Tourist Jetty =t 1500 on the 1st of October, fuelled then
shifted berth, at 1640, ta Number Two wharf. At 1830 the ship
again shifted to berth outboard of HMAS BARRICADE at number eight
Tourist Jetty for the llavy Week cocktail party.

Je On the morning of the 2nd of October the Ship's Companies
of the Second Australisn Patrol Boat Squadron marched through the
streets of Mackay as part of the city's Navy Week celebrations,

The Officers attended a civic reception at 1200 then the Officers
and Ships' Companies attended a Navy Week Ball in the evening.,

4o At 1310 on the 3rd of October, HMAS BARBETTE proceeded to
sea with a group of VIPs from the city of Mackay embarked. The
ship returned alongside HIMAS BARRICADE at 1600,

De The ships of the Second Australian Patrol Boat Squadron

proceeded to sea at 1000 on the 4th of October after what must be

considered a very successful Navy Week visit to Mackey. After an
uneventful passage HMAS BSARBETTE berthed outboard of HMAS BAYONET

at number one wharf Cairns at 1400 on the 5th of October,

TR Y1y v g ¥
Em_‘q_,ﬂ_}_‘. %—EED at/2
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6, At 1745 on the 6th of October, HMAS BARBETTE cast off and
proceeded to sea, in company with HMAS BAYONET, to carry out drills
with embarked Special Air Services personnel. The ships completed
drills and returned to Cairns with HMAS BARBETTE berthing outbozard
of HMAS BAYONET at 2010,

i i HMAS BARBETTE cast off at 0900 on the 11th of October and
proceeded to sea in company with HMAS OXLEY, BARRICADE, BAYONET and
ADROIT. Exercises were carried out on passage south with HMAS
BARBETTE anchoring at Hazard Bay from 1756 to 2325 on the 11th of
October for a night encounter exercise. On completion of the
exercise anchorage was shifted to Challenger Bay where the ship
remained until 0650 on the 12th of October. Further exercises were
then carried out with Ule ship anchoring at Horseshoe Bay, lMognetic
Island, from 1126 on the 12th of October to 0755 on the 13th of
October then proceeding to Townsville and berthing number seven
wharf at 1210 on the 13th of October.

8e At 0800 on the 14th of October HMAS BARBETIT cast off and
proceeded to the south carrying out exercises with HIMAS BAR..ICADE
on passagee The ship anchored at Keswick Island from 2200 on +the
14th of October to 0730 on the 15th of October then berthed at
Australian National Line berth, Mackay, at 0920 on the 15th of
October.

9. HMAS BARBETIT oroceeded to sea at 1940 on the 16th of
October to take part in Exercise Kangaroo Two. The ship remained
in the area between Mackey and Shoalwater Bay until the evening of
the 21st of October when orders were received to proceed to North
Reef, The ship rendezvoused with HMAS OXIEY, near North Reef at
0200 on the 22nd of October, and transferred a sailor from HIAS
OXLEY to Mackay. On completion of this task the ship returned to
the exercise.

10, On the morning of the 23rd of October HMAS B/KBETTE was
withdrawn from Exercise Kengaroo Two to investigate the sighting of
a foreign fishing vessel in the Swains Reef. The ship anchored at
High Peak Island from 0400 to 0700 on the 23rd of October, then
proceeded to Bell's Cay to await a further position of the vessel
from the RAAF ORION which had made the sighting.

11, At 1043 on the 23rd of October, HMAS BARBETYE proceeded
into Swains Reef. At 1520 a contact was sighted and at 1330 this
was 1identified by the IAAF ORION as the foreign fishing vessel.
Course was altered to close the vessel and at 1400 the ORION lai  a
line of smoke markers in front of the vessel causing it to heave to.
At 1412 the boarding party from HMAS BARBETIE was tronsferred to the
vessel which was later identified as a Taiwanese vessel the CHIN
CH'!'ANG. After searching the boat and receiving information from
Commonwealth and State I'isheries Officers in Mackay, HIMAS BADRBETTE
commenced escorting CHIN CH'ANG +to Mackay at 1448,

1<, #3 the maximumspeed reached by the CHIN CH!'AL™ overnight
was s1X knots, it was decided at 0800, on the 24th of October, to
attempt to tow the vessel., As no sound strong point was available

a wire strop was rigged around the forecastle of CHIN CH'ANG., HMAS
BARBETTE's towing hawser was connected to the strop and the tow
commenced., The vessel towed comfortably at ten knots for twenty
minutes but the wire strop parted and the tow had to be discontinued.,

RZSTRICTED
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13. At 1615 on the 24th of October HMAS BARBETIE arrived at
the Australian National Line berth, Mackay, and ten minutes laver
CHIN CH'ANG secured outboard. The vessel was handed over to a
representative of the Northern Fisheries Unit and the investigation
commenced. The master of the CHIN CH'ANG was later found guilty
of breaches of the Continental Shelf (Living Natural Resources) Act,
was fined eight hundred and twenty-five dollars and forfeited the
boat, gear and catch to the Australian government.

14, HMAS BARBETIE procecded from Mackay at 1000 on the 26th of
October in company with :[1AS BARRICADE, BUCCANEER, B.AYONET end
ADROIT. At 1000 on the 27th of October HMAS BARBETTE berthed at
Number One wharf Cairns where the ship remained until the end of the

month.,

15, The 40/60 Bofor became unserviceable during the month

(URDEF 52/77), but this is expected to be rectified during the
present stay in Cairns. All other machinery remained in a very

good condition throughout the month.
16. The health, welfare and conduct of the Ships Company
have been very good during the month,
I have the honour to be,
oir,

Your obedient servant

(D.N. COLLYER)

Lieutenant, RAN
Commanding Officer

Annexes: A, Steaming Details
Be Exercise Details
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1. Miles
2 Miles
D Hours
4. Hours

Date

11=23 OCT

—~T T T
LACTED

Annex A to

HMAS BARBETTE

Letter 1/16/5B

Dated 1st November, 1976

SLEAMING DETATILS

steamed during month 2769,6

steamed since commissioning 177 07T « 4

underway during month 192.6

underway since commissioning 12451V u'f
D Occassions Fast Routeing Speed Exceeded.
Speed [lours Remarks

Various - Exercise Kangaroo Two
22 Cre D Full Power Trial

26 OCT

NﬂVIGﬂTION

SEAMANSHIP

Annex B to

HMAS BARBETTE

Letter 1/16/5B

Dated 1st Nobember, 1976

1,.,RCISE DETAILS

01 OCT NSIC HMAS BARRICADE, HMAS B.YONAT
)CT Wy L A
_gg EGT NSIC HMAS BARRICADE, HIMLS B..YONwL
11 OC% Formation Departure from Cairns -
HMAS OXLEY, BARRICADE, BAYONLT,
ADROIT
11 OCT O0W Manoeuvres
11 OGE NEX with HMAS BARRICADE, BAYO uT,
ADROIT
12 OCL OOW Manoeuvres with HMAS ARDsIL,

ADROIT, BARRICADE, Formation
anchorage on completion,.

14 OCT Covert passage Townsville to Mackay.
-15 0OCT
26 0CY NSIC HMAS BARHICADE and BAYONET
11 OCT Heaving line transfer with HYAS
BARRICADE
24 0CT Towed F,F.V. CHIN CH'ANG
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RESTRITTED

DEPARTMENT OF THEchbAMY: DEFENCE

TELEPHONE: 31.1611

Naval Staff Office
Edward Street

Box 1416 G.P.0.
BRISBANE. 4001

IN REPLY QUOTE Be1=16=-1T

05 JAN 1877
Department of Defence (Navy Office)
Russell Offices
CANBERRA. A.C.T. 2600
Attention: Deputy Chief of Naval Staff
HMAS BARBEITE - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - NOVEMBER 197% \#

The enclosures are forwarded in accordance with R.I. Appendix 29A.

-

L 4/¢/C:fjfcf/(/

(DAVID NICHOLLS)
Captain OBE RAN

Naval Officer Commanding
Queensland

«70 Enclosures: Report of Proceedings (2 copies)

RESTRICTED

——

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO/73131



P | -

'JoM J HFPngngeme N/K

T * P
~ b a0 e i 'HF
“n 5EpT.OF DEFE %
< FORMATION ANALYS
FENTRE

\, PFoToRREEn:  gebosp of pxoceeqTuts (5 cobyes)

dneerayeuyg
HSA®T OLLTCEL COmUYUIINe

(DYaID m&
R, . e
s\“ﬂf SRR

Lje eUcTosmLes ¥Le LOTASLJed IU ¥YCOONgeNce Aarysy ¥-T- ybbewgrx S3ve

Verengiob:  pebmpd oPyel Oy HEAST 2911

CVEBEBEY® V*C'I° S$€00
BueesTT OLLyces
pebeszgweup of Dpegewce (y@al OLLT06)

D2 WY el
BEIZ2BVHE* YOOd
| pox j¢ie G 50
wemmeon  BrmIRTU e e

R ' §SAST 2EULL OLLTOS
S IOuE H*ledd -

" DEbVELWEWL Ob PRECHOSTR DIkmiCs
BESLEBIGLED

4 i -
. — _— _ —— = —H

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1073131



DT CF D ¥ ﬂh‘ - - T
51 5500 R ST I CTERMs BareerIE
W At Sea

1/16/5B 1st December 1976

The Naval Officer Commanding
QUEENSLAND

For Information:

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLE&T

The Commander
AUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARE AWWD PATROL BOAT FORCES

The Commanding Officer
HMAS CAIRNGS

The Commander
SECOND AUSTRALIAN PATROL BOAT SQUADRON

HMAS BARBETIE - REPORT OF PROCELDINGS - NOVEMBER 1976

ST i o

I T have the honour to report the proceedings of HIMAS
BARBETTE, under my command, for the month of November 1976, - All
times zone KILO (-10).

2o At the commencement of the month HMAS BARBETIE was along~: '~
Number One Wharf, Cairns, conducting a self maintenance period. U
the 8th of November the ship sailed, in company with HMAS BiLYONLT at
0930. A 40/60 surface firing was carried out with HMiS BAYONET

towing a splash target. On completion of this the target was taken
by HMAS BARBETIE while HM.S BAYONET carried out firings., HMAS BAYOi L
recovered the target at 1200 and proceeded to Gladstone.

B HMAS BARBETTE berthed at Number Three Wharf Auckland Point,

Gladstone, at 1200 on the 10th of November. At 1415, having embarked
o mechanic from the Department of Transport and fuel, the ship sailed

from Gladstone for passage to Frederick Reef.

4, At 1045 on the 11th of November, HMAS BARBLTTE came to
anchor at Frederick Reef, The Department of Transport mechanic we

taken ashore to replace the Frederick Reef light which had been
operating at reduced strength. The new light was installed and Ti.
ship sailed for Gladstone at 1930 on the 11th of November.,

e HMAS BARBETTE berthed once again at Number Three Wharf
Auckland Point, Gladstone at 1300 on the 12th of November, The ship
fuelled then departed Gladstone at 1600. At 1430, on the 13th of

November, the ship berthed on MV MATHEW FLINDERS at West Modle~+sland
Jetty, remained until 1100 on the 14th of November, then(%%%i%%ééé)in

comvany with HMAS BARRICADE, to Calrns. o
/

l.'.'\‘.h T ..r..h-;. - i &
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The ship arrived in Cairns and berthed at Number One Wharf at 1000 on
the 15th of November.

6. In company with HMAS DUCHESS, HMAS BARBETTE sailed from
Cairns at 0930 on the 22nd of November. HMAS BARBETTE detached at
0945 and proceeded via Endeavour Strait to Weipa where the ship berthed
a2t Iivans Landing at 1400 on the 24th of November.

I On completion of fuelling, HMAS BARBETTE sailed from Weipa
at 1640 on the 24th of Noveuber. The ship proceeded down the eastern
side of the Gulf of Carpentaria then crossed towards Mornington Island.

8. At 1048 on the 25th of November HMAS BARBETTE stopped two
Taiwanese trawlers engaged in pair trawling. The trawlers, FAOC YUAN
number one and PAO YUAN number two, were searched, cautioned and then
released. The ship then proceeded to Rocky lsland anchoring there
at 1945 on the 25th of November.

9. HMAS BARBETTE weighed anchor and proceeded at 0900 on the
26th of November. The ship crossed to the eastern coast, encountering
six Taiwanese stern trawlers, two of which were boarded, on the way.
Course was then set to the north and a further eleven Talweiese

fishing vessels were sighted before the ship arrived in Weipa and
berthed at Ivans Landing at 1400 on the 27th of November.

10. At 1000 on the 28th of November, HMAS BARBETTE sailed from
Weipa and once again procecded down the eastern coast of the Gulf of
Carpentaria. On the forenoon of the 29th of November the ship
reversed course off Karumba and proceeded back up the coast tTo arrive
in the vicinity of a group of Taiwanese gill netters after dark,

11. At 0005 on the 30th of November the ship stopped adjacent wu
the furthest inshore buoy of a set gill net and fixed the position of
the end of the net at 11.3 miles from the coasT. The ship ‘then
proceeded, remaining darkened, to the vessel at the offshore end of
the net, At 0040 lights were switched on and the vessel identified
as a Taiwanese gill netter, the HONG LEL no 3.

12. The vessel was boarded and told to recover his nets and
proceed to Weipa. The mester refused, however, and the boarding
party then started the vessel and proceeded to the north, The master
then decided to recover his nets and this was completed at 0700,

Both vessels then began passage to Weipa but, at 1030 a message was
received from Department of Defence, Navy Office, Canberra, stating
that there was insufficient evidence to ensure a convictiomn, he
master of the vessel was cautioned, the boarding party recovered,

and HMAS BARBETTE once agein proceeded towards Welpa.

15. At 1520 the ship arrived at Evans Landing, Welpa. On
completion of fuelling the ship sailed from Weilpa at 1710 and begar
passage back to Cairns.

14, The outstanding defects on the 40/60 Bofor (URDEF 52/77) and
starboard main engine (URDEF 53/77) were rectified during self main-
tenance in Cairns from the 1st to the 9th of November, A defect on
the windlass, (ORDEF 54/77) which occurred on the 19th, was rectified
on the 24th of November and a defect on the 40/60 Bofor (URDEF 55/77),
which occurred on the 19th of November, is outstanding. All other
machinery has performed well throughout the month.

‘e gl i OV thal%
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tonsillitis case, has been good during the month. elia
conduct of the Ship's Company have been very good throughout

month.

Annexes:

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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The health of the Ship's Company, with the exception of ocii.

A,
B.

Steaming Details

Exercise Deteils

The welfare and
whne

I have the honour to be
S1L,

Your obedient servant

- COL]-JYER )
Lietitenant, RALN
Commanding Officer

RCDIGTO/73131
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P Annex A to
HMAS BARBETTL
letter 1/16/5B
dated 1st December 1976

SUBAMING DETAILS

s Miles steamed during month 34951.8
2s Miles steamed since comuissioning 181,029.2
Se Hours underway during month 290,5
4 . Hours underway since commigsioning 12,86242

B Occassions fast routeing speed exceeded.

DATE SPEED HOURS REMARKS
15 NOV Various 143 OOW Manoeuvres
Annex B to

HMAS BARBETTE
letter 1/16/5B
dated 1st December 197€

EXLRCISE DETAILS
GUNNERY
08 NOV 40/60 SUFX with HMAS BAYONET
25,26,30 NOV Boarding Party exercised
SEAMANSHIP
15 NOV 00W lManoeuvres with HMAS BARAICADE
25 NOV Buoy recoveriles
NBCD
14 NOV fixercised fire in engine room
24 NOV Demonstrated use of Lombardini Pump

to make foam

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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FILE: 428/3/ 198

DEPARTMENT OF DEF SNCE

(WAVY OFFICE)

NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Heads of Division

may see these reports soon after they reach Navy
Office,

B. The report will be given again to Heads of Division
with Director's comments if there is any matter of
special interest in those comments.

Ce Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Section.

D If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or

reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above.
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DEPARTMENT OF xtdExNAMYx DEFENCE

TELEPHONE: 311611

Naval Staff Office
Edward Street

Box 1416 G«P.0.
BRISEBAIE. 4001

17 JAN 1977

IN REPLY QuoTE  Be1=16=17

Department of Defence (Navy Office)
Russell Offices
CANBERRA. A.C.T. 2600

Attention: Deputy Chief of Naval Staff.

HMAS BARBETTE - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - DECEMBER 1976

Te The enclosures are forwarded in accordance with R.I. Appendix 29A.

o flE,
_ H,&A_____,_
(DAVID NICHOLILS)
Captain O.B.E. RAN
Naval Officer Commanding
Queens land

) Enclosures: Report of Proceedings (2 copies).
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51 3800 HMAS BARBETIE
AT CAIRNS
1/16/5B 4th January, 1977

The Naval Officer Commanding
QUEENSLAND

For Information:

he Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLERT

The Commander
AUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARZ® AND PATROL BOAT FORCES

The Commanding Officer
HMAS CAIRNS

The Commander
SECOND AUSTRLLIAN PATROL BOAT SQUADRON

HMAS BARBETTE - REPORY OF PROCEEDINGS - DECEMBER 1976

oir,

1e I have the honour to report the proceedings of HIMLS DBARBETTE
under my command for the month of December 1976. All times gzone
KILO (-10).

2 At the commencement of the month HMAS BARBETIE was departing

the Gulf of Carpentaria bound for Cairus. On the 2nd of December,
at 1300 a yacht was sighted flying flag WHISKEY. The yacht was the
Port Moresby registered OBSESSION and had onboard a crewman with
suspected scarlet fever, The yacht was on passage from Port lMoresby
to Cairns but had developed a power problem which precluded the use
of engine or radio. The crewman was embarked in HMAS BaRBETIE which
then proceeded with despatch to Cairns and placed the crewman in a
waiting ambulance at nuuber ten wharf at 1900.

Ba On the morning of the 3rd of December the ship fuelled

then proceeded to number one wharf berthing on HMAS BAYONET at 1020.
Two further shifts were required of HMAS BARBETTE during thce
maintenance period. The ship cold moved to number three wharf while
Cairns Harbour Board sounded the area of number one wharf, on the

6th of December, and hot moved to allow HMAS ADVANCE to berth along-
side on the 8th of December,

8. At 0900 on the 13th of December HMAS BARBETYLE sailed in
company with HMAS ADVAKCE to commence HMAS ADVANCE's work up. Various

exercises were carried out on passage to the Low Isles area where
HMAS BARBETTE detached at 1700.

Se After an uneventful passage HMAS BARBETIE arrived at
Thursday Island and berthed at Caltex Fuelling Wharf at 0800 on the
15th of December. At 1100, on completion of fuelling, the ship
sailed and commenced the return passage to Cairms.

o
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6. On the 17th of Dccember, at 0650, HMAS BaRBETTE rendezvoused
with HMA Ships BARRICADE, LDVANCE and BAYONET in firing area RT792.

4is heavy cloud began to clear, a boat was sighted in the firing area.
HMAS BARBET.E was detached and proceeded to the vessel, IMIALA,

which was anchored on the edge of Pixie Reef. When informed that
firings were about to commence the boat weighed anchor and cleared
the area. HMAS BARBET 1 then rejoined the other vessels for the
firings but due to a minor defect on the 40/60 Bofor was unable to
take part. The target tow was taken from HMAS ADVANCE and the other

ships continued firings.,

1o On completion of firings HMAS BARBETTE recovered the target
and carried out Officer of the Watch manocuvres on passage to Cairms.
At 1100 on the 17th of December the ship berthed outboard of IIL.S
FLINDERS 2t number two wharf, fuelled, then shifted to number one

wharf.

Be At 0930 on the 18th of December, HMAS BARBETTE procecded to
sea in company with HMAS BAYONLT, to hold a families day. Various
exercises were carried out, with the ship anchoring at Fitzroy Island
from 1120 to 1300 then returning to Cairns where the ship berthed at
1420 and remainded until the end of the month.

9, The outstanding defect on the 40/60 Bofor (URDEF 55/77) was
rectified ord the 8th of December, A defect on the 975 radar (INDEF
37/77) which occurred on the 13th of December, has had repairs
carried out and is awaiting sea trials, A1l other machinery has
performed well throughout the month.

10. The health, welfare and conduct of the Ship's Company have
been very good throughout the month.

I have the honour to be
oir,
Your obedient servant

e B
V)

HI

= " =

(D.N. COLLYER)
Lieutenant, RAN
Commanding Officer

Annexes: A, Steaming Details
B. Exercise Details
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ANNEX A TO
O HMAS BARBETTE

LETTER 1/16/5B
DATED 4th January, 1977

SUTAMING DETAILS

T Miles stecamed during month 1:723:5
2 Miles steamed since commissioning 182, 752:7
Z e Hours underway during wonth 127,77
4. Hours underway since commissioning 12,983%.9

De Occassions fast routeing speed exceeded

DATE SPEED HOURS REMARKS
17 DEC 76 19.5 § OOW Manoeuvres
ANNEX B TO

HMAS BARBETTE
LETTER 1/16/5B
DATED 4th January, 1977

EAERCISE DETALILS

GUNNERY
13 DEC 2 x BOARDEX
17 DEC Range Clearance for SU¥X
SEAMLNSHIP
13 DEC O0OW Manoeuvres
TOWEX
RAS Approaches
17 DEC OOW Manoeuvres
18 DEC O0W Manoeuvres

Man Overbnard Drills
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