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DEFENCE
Commonwealth of AustraiCONFIDENTIAL

Bepartment of Befence .f‘j’;? l S ’7/5
Royal Australian Nawy. 77 725 50, 55 wox

From___The Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S."AUSTRALIA". . .. . ...
Date___5the March, 1940 Reference No. 8+C127/2/9 . . . .

Subject War Diary, H.M.A.S."AUSTRALIA", e ol

With reference to Navy Office Letter No. 589/201/765,
of 10th. February, 1940, herewith are forwarded Monthly War diaries
covering the period 28th August, 1939, to 29th. February, 1940.

i3 ,_. *1 ¢ ' .
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N OSTRATIAN SO e

A.F, 70/16.
The Secretary, Naval Board.

Forwarded for the information of the. Naval Board.

?’;’/. e

: )‘13 'C.A.Hmn. G/u GeP.0s REAR Amm COMMANDING,
a. e /f’.‘/ig%
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H.M.A.S."AUSTRALIA"Y,
1st March, 1940.

o WAR DIARY - H.M.A.S."AUSTRALIA" 28th AUGUST, 1939, TO
30th SEPTEMBER, 1939.

1939.
1. 28th August. H.M.A.S."Australia" commissioned at Sydney.

2. 3rd September. War declared by Great Britain against Germany.

3. 29th September. Placed under the administration of the
Commodore Commanding H.M. Australian Squadrone.

Sailed for Port Phillip. On passage carried
out Trade Defence Operation (0Y1) off the
South-East coast of Australia in conjunction
with the Royal Australian Air Force and those
ships of the Sguadron disposed in New South
Wales and Victoria.

/KMW

CAPTAIN.
The Rear-Admiral Commanding
H.M. Australian Squadron.
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Hell A8+ "AUSTRALIAY,
18t Harch, m

1539. .
1+ 25th August. H.M.A.S."Australia” commissioned at Sydney.

2. 3rd September. War declared by Great Britain against Germany.

« 20th tember. Flaced under the sdministration of the
. o amammum.mmmmm

mmmwmi ;nﬂt\n
mm-mtdmmm
mmnamammmmmmm

ghips of the disposed in New Socuth
fales and Victoria.

(Sgd.) R. B. STEWART.
CAPTAIN.

The Lear-Admiral Commanding
H.lM. Australian Scuadrone

'\
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H.M.A.S."AUSTRALIA",
1st March, 1940.

¢ WAR DIARY - H.M.A.S."AUSTRALIA" 1st OCTOBER, 1939, TO
v}
1st OCTOBER, 1939.

>

1959.
1. 2nd October. Entered Port Phillip.

2. 11th October. Proceeded to rendezvous with H.M.A.S."Canberra'
(Zone -10) off the coast of llew South Wales passing Port

Phillip Heads at 1130«
When in position 20 miles South of Cape Schank
a message was received from Naval Board that a
suspicious vessel, probably a warship, had been
sighted that morning at 0500 off Gabo Island and
that aircraft were investigating the report and
searching the area. Notice for steam was
advanced to full speed at half an hour's notice
and speed was increased sc as to be in a
favourable position for making contact and
covering the trade routes.

Operation Orders for "Canberra" and "Australia"
were subsequently received by signal from the
Flag Officer Commanding Australian Squadron,

but at 2043 information was received from Naval
Board that air search had disproved the presence
of any suspicious vessel and that investigation
could be discontinued.

3« 12th October. Joined "Canberra' and carried out exercises in
company e

4. 13th October. Entered Port Jackson.

5. 20th October. Proceeded to sea and exercised off Port Jackson
with "Canberra" and "Adelaide" returning to
Sydney on completione.

6. 24th October. Proceeded to sea with "Adelaide'" in company

and carried out Trade Protection FPatrol between
Newcastle and Twofold Bay, and exercises.

7. 26th QOctober. Proceeded into Port Jackson.

@nﬂw

CAPTAIN.

The Rear-Admiral Commanding
H.M. Australian Squadron.
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HolMoA.S."AUSTRALTAY,
ist Merch, 19L40.

1939.
1. 2nd October. Entered Port Phillip.

« 11th October. pProceeded to rendezvous with H.M.A.S."Canberra”
. zzdm -10) off the coast of ;:;D g-uth v7ales passing Port

Phillip Heads at -
When .tg position 20 miles South of Cape Schank
a message was received from Yaval Board that a
suepicious vessel, probably a warship, had been
gighted that mo at 0500 off Gabo Island and
that aireraft were investigating the report and
searching the area. Notice for steam was
advanced 1 full speed at helf an hour's notice
and speed was i creased sc as to be in a
favoursble nosition for making eontact and
covering the trade routes.

Operation Orders for "Canberra® and "snetralia”
were subseguently received by signal from the

Flagz Officer Commanding Australian Squedron, f
but at 2043 information was received from Naval
Bpard that air search had disproved the presence

of anv suspicious vessel and that investigation
eould be discontinued. ,

3+ 12th Octcober. Joined "Canberra’ and carried out exerclises in
COHIDANnY

hi 15th Oetober. Entered Port Jacksone.

« 20th October. sroceeded t- sea and exercised off Pori Jackson
. - with "Carberra” and "Adelaide" returaning to
Sydney on completione
6. 2hth October. Proceeded to sea with "Adelaide" in company

and carried out Trade Protection ‘atrol between 1
Newcastle and Twofold Bay, and exercises.

Te 26th Octoberes Froceeded into “ort Jacksone.

 STEWART.
CA 'TAIN.
The Rear-Admiral Commanding S
-;b.__jl. b
- o ' |
& - | S X . R ""'\‘ _w::-'-:ff “1
.'w...__,. e S [ - e ,__._ - = Vw:'"{' — = ,_';.‘ i .
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12.

13.
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15.

H.M.A.S."AUSTRALIA"Y,
1st March, 1940.

.F“I'

5
1939.

18t November.

2nd November.
(Zone -10)

5rd November.
7th Novembere.

(Zone -10)

6th November.
(Zone -10)

9th November.

10th November.

14th November.

15th November.
(Zone ~10)

16th November.

17th November.

20th November.

22nd November.

25th November.

. WAR DIARY - H.M.A.S."AUSTRALIA" 1st NOVEMBER, 1939, TO

30th NOVEMBER, 1939.

Rear-Admiral J.G. Crace, R.N. assumed command
ol H.M. Australian Sguadron.

Proceeded to sea at 1315 and carried out exercises
with "Canberra'" and "Adelaide'.

Returned to Port Jackson.

At 1822, slipped and proceeded to carry out
night encounter exercise with H.H.S. "Moreton ‘
Bay" .

Jolned "Canberra" off Port Jackson for exercises.

1438 parted company and proceeded to patrol
of'f Gaboe.

Continued patrol off Gabo until 41800 then
shaped course for Sydney.

Arrived Port Jackson.

Proceeded in company with "“Canberra" for
exercises and patrol to the Southward.

Ships anchored in Jervis Bay.

Information having been received that
unidentified ships had been reported off
Archer Point and Double Island at 0OLOO on
13th November and that air searches were
being carried out, ships weighed and proceeded
at 1345, "Canberra" to the Northward and
"Australia’ to the Southward to patrol off
Gabo.

Patrol was maintained until information was
received that air search was completed, when
course was set to rejoin the Flag.

Carried out exercises with "Canberra' and
entered Port Jackson at 1200.

Proceeded to sea for exercises with "Canberra"
and "Adelaide". On completion "Canberra'
and "Rustralia' proceeded to Melbourne.

Secured alongside at Port lelbourne at 1100.

At 1430 sailed for Albany in company with
"Canberra". After leaving Port Phillip

speed was lincreased to 20 knots, it being

the intention to be on the West Australian
trade routes by the "furthest-on" date of the
arrival of a German raider known to be
operating in the Indian Oceane.

96 ovvsssenal
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H.M.A.8."AUSTRALIA™,
18t Farch, 1940.

AR D1 - OVENRE 39, IO

1939« ;

1. 18t November. Rear-Admiral J.G. Crace, :.N. assumed command n
of H.M. Australian Squadron. ~

2. 2nd ro'rm "roceeded to sea at 1315 and carried out man
(Zone -10) with "Canberra” and "Adelaide’. ;
3. 3rd November.  Returned to Fort Jackson. A
L. 7th Yovember. At 1822, slipred and proceeded to carry out "’ﬁ
Zone -40) gzéq}t encounter mim with H.¥.S. "Noreton ;

&

D %—th Hn::g?am Joined "Camberra" off Fort Jackson for exercises.
Zone |
1438 parted company and proceeded to patrol .2

off Gaboe.

6. Oth Wovember. Continued patrol off Gabo until 1800 then
shaped course for Sydneye.

7= 10th Hovember. Arrived Port Jacksons.

8+ t4th Noveumber. Proceeded in company with "Canberra® for _,.;.;".'
exercises and patrol to the southward.

9. 15th November. Ships anchored in Jervis Baye

( Tone —10) i ;
Information having been received that |
unidentified m had been reported off o)
Archer Point and Double Island at OLOO on A

13th Noverber and thet air searches were
being carried out, ships weighed and proceeded
at 1345, "Canberra”™ to the YNorthward and
"Australia” t-o the ‘osuthwrard to patrol off

40. 16th November. Patrol was maintasined until information was
received that air search was completed, when
course was set to rejoin the Flag.

11« 17th Hovember. Carried out exercises with "Canberra”’ and
entered Port Jackson at 1200,

12. 20th Fovember. Proceeded to sea for exercises with "Can a"
and "Adelaide". On completion "Canberra”
end "Eustralia” proceeded t- Helbourne.

13. 22nd N vember. ©Secured alongside at Port lelbourne at 1100.

14e 25th Fovenber. At 1430 sailed for Albany in company with
"Canberra”s ifter leaving Port “hillip
speed was increased to anmh it being
the intention to De on the est Amtr.lhn
trade routes by the "furthest-on" date of the
arrival of a German raider known to be
operating in the Indian Oceans

154
|, PR————— 4

‘."'o'I'
N
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T,
( WAR DIARY - H.M.A.S."AUSTRALIA" 1st NOVEMBER, 1939, TO
30th NOVEMBER, 1939.)

15. 28th Novenber. Ships anchored in King George Sound at 1053
(Zone =8) and fuelled from R.A.F.A. "Kurumba".

1938 proceeded independently to take up datum
positions for patrol, i.e. approximately 110
miles South-West from Rottnest Island.

16. 29th November. Patrolled in the vicinity of Datum Position
(zene ~8) from 1200. '"Canberra" and "Sydney" were
acting similarly, their Datum Positions
being 69 and 137 miles respectively to the
Northward. Patrol was carried out across the
trade routes during daylight and parallel to
them during dark hours.

17. 30th November. Patrol was continued until 1145 when, in
(Zone -8) accordance with orders to escort S.S8."Katoomba"

from a position 50 miles South-West of Rottmest
Island until abreast Cape Leeuwin, course was
set to rendezvous with her. S.5."Katoomba"

was carrying troops from Western Australia

to the Eastern States.

The escort of "Katoomba'" was taken over from
"Canberra" at 1630,

P g
CAPTAIN.

The Rear-Admiral Commanding
H.M. Australian Squadron.
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II.
( WAR DIARY - H.M.A.S."AUSTRALIA" 18t NOVEMBER, 1939, T0
30th WOVEMBER, 1939.)

&
C
& 15+ 28th November. Ships anchored in King aearg- Sound at 1053 :
(Zome =8) and fuelled from R.A.F.A. "Kurumba®. :

l

1938 proceeded independently to take up datum
positions for patrol, i.e. approximetely 1410
miles South-vest from Rottnest Islande.

%

16, 29th November. Patrolled in the vieinity of Datum Position =~

(20w -%) from 1200. ‘'Canberra" and "Sydney” were R
acting similarly, their Datum “ositions |
being 69 and 137 miles respectively to the
Northward. Patrol was carried out across the _;-.-'
trade routes daring daylight and parallel to
them during dark hours.

Patrol was continued until 1145 when, in
accordance with orders to escort 8.%."Katoomb
from a poaition 50 miles South-West arlotmh
Island until abreast Leeuwin, course was
set to rendesvous with her. 8.5."Katoomba”
was carrying troops from Vesternm Australia
to the Rastern States. £
The escort of "Katoombsa™ was taken over from
"Canberra” at 1630.

47« 30th Hoverber.
(Zone -8)

(Sgd.) B. B. STEWART.
CAPTAIN. 3

The lear-Admiral Commanding
H.M. Anstralian Sguadrone.

[ o -
[
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2.

Q. 22nd December.

10. 29th December.

The Rear-Admiral Commanding

H.M.A.S."AUSTRALIA",
1st March, 1940.

WAR DIARY - H.M.A.S."AUSTRALIA" 1st DECEMBER, 1939, TO

1959.
18t December.

(Zone -8)

2nd December.
(Zone -8)

Ard December.
(Zone -8)

Lith December.
(Zone -8)

6th Decenber.
(Zone -10)
7th December.

8th December.
(Zone -10)

218t December.

(Zone -10)

518t DECEMBER, 1939.

Escort of S.8."Katoomba" continued until off
Cape Leeuwin at 0200, when "Australia" parted
company with "Katoomba" and returned to the
datum position and resumed patrol.

Proceeded to rendezvous with "Sydney" and
"Canberra" in the viecinity of the latter ship's
datum position at 0600,

Carried out exercises in company until 1100
when "Sydney" parted company and "Canberra

and "Australia" proceeded to King George Sound.

Anchored in King George Sound and fuelled
from R.A.F.A."Kurumba'.

"Canberra" proceeded at 1400 and "Australia"
at 1528.

Rejoined "Canberra" at 0800 and proceeded to
Port Melbourne carrying out exercises in
company on passage.

Arrived Williamstown at 1545 and fuelled.

Salled for Sydney.
Arrived Sydney 1700,

Ordered to raise steam with all despatch on
receipt of message that Royal Australian

Air PForce aircraft had sighted a suspicilous
vessel off Montague Island.

"pustralia"® slipped at 1258 and proceeded with
despatch ahead of "Canberra' to an interception

position 90 miles South-kEast of Sydney, arriving
there at 1645. Course was then altered to the
N.N.E., the intention being to keep approximately
abreast the suspicious vessel's furthest-on
position, whilst keeping to seaward of the

trade routes, and to be within reasonable
distance of the focal area of the approaches to
Port Jackson and Newcastle.

Shortly after steadying on the new course
information was received that the wvessel had
been identified.

Proceeded to rendezvous with "Canberra'" and,
after carrying out exercises in company,
returned to Port Jackson arriving there at 2200,

Ship's Company proceeded on long leave and the
ship was placed at L8 hours notice for steam.

/&/wﬂ

CAPTATIN.

H.M. Australian Sqguadron.
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HoMoheSe "AUSTRALIA®,
ist March, 1940

193%.
1. 18t Decenber.
(Zone ~8)

2. 2nd December.
(Zzone -8)

5#. Sl‘ﬂ. December.,
(Zome -8)

4. 4th De@m-
(Zone -8)

5. 6th Decermber.
(Zome -10)

6« 7th Decembere.

7: 8th Decenber,
(Zone -10)

8« 298t Decenmber. |

(zone -10)

%+ 22nd Dececber.

The Rear-Admiral Commanding

Escort of S5.8. " continmed until off
Cape Ieeuwin at 0200, when "Australia® partcd
company with "Katoonba™ and returned to the
datim position and rvesumed patrol.

Proceeded to rondezvons with "Sydney" and

"Canberra” in the vieinity of the latter shir's
datum position at O600.

Carried out exercisee in company until 4100
when "Sydney"” parted company and "Canberra"
and "Australia" proceeded to Xing George Sound.

Anchored In King George Sound and fuslled
from R.A.F.A."Eunrumba® .

"Canberra” proceeded at 1400 and "Australia”
at tmn

Rejoined m"nmmwtu :
Port Melbourne carrying ut exercises in
COMPENY OnN PASSAZS.

Arrived Williemstown at 1545 and fuelled.

Sailad for Sydney.
Arrived Sydney 1700.

Ordered to raise steam with all despatech on
receipt of message that oyal Australian
Alr FPoree aircraft had sighted a suspieious
vesgel off Ho tapune Island.
"Austealia™ slipped at 1258 and proceeded with
ahead of "Canberra" to an interception
po-itim 90 miles South-zast of Sydney, arriving
there at 1545+ Course was then altered to the
N.H.E., the intention being to keep approximately
a the suspicious vessel's furthest-on
rosition, whilst keepiang to seaward of the
trade routes, and to be within reasonable
dhtamurthmuulmmtthamhu to
Port Jackeon and Newcastle.
Shortly after steadying on the new course
information was received that the vessel had
been identified.

Proceeded to rendezvous with "Canberre” and,

after carrying out exercises in
returned to Pwtimmiﬂ.w‘tmi

Ship's Company proceeded on long leave and the
ship was placed at MWM&H for steam.

H.l. Australian Sguadron.

R _—— = P
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H.M.A.S."AUSTRALIAY,
18t Hareh, 41940.

WAR DIARY - H.M.A.S."AUSTRALIA" 1st JANUARY, 1940, TO
318t JANUARY, 1940.

1940.
1. 5th January. Ship was docked by two tugs.

2. 8th January. Ship's Company returned from leave. The ship
undocked P.M. under own power and reverted to
four hours notice for steams.

3« 9th January. Proceeded to sea for exercises and returned to
Sydney on completion.

L. 10th January. 0819 slipped and with "Empress of Canada" in
(Zone =10) company proceeded to rendezvous with the New

Zealand contingent of Convoy U.S.1. The convoy
was joined at 1150, and was composed of "Orion",
"Dunera", "Strathaird", "Sobieski", "Rangitata"
and "Empress of Canada'. The escort on joining
being H.M.S. "Ieander" wearing the Broad Pendant
of the Commodore Commanding New Zealand Squadron
("Carnberra" and "Ramillies" having proceeded
into Sydney during the forenoon and norning
respectively).

"Sydney'" Jjoined the escort at about noone.

At 1600 "Otranto", "Orford", "Orcades" and
"Strathnaver joined the convoy from Sydney.
"Canberra"'" and "Ramillies" joined the escort

at this time. "Leander" then parted company and
proceeded into Sydney.

o The convoy was then formed as follows:-
"Otranto" "Orion" (Commodore) '"Orcades"
"Strathaird" "“"Empress of "Raﬁgitata"
Canada"
"Sobieski™ "Strathnaver" "Dunera"

(Vice-Commodore)
"Orford"

Whilst the escorting ships were:-
"Canberra" (The Rear-Admiral Commanding
H.M. Australian Squadron.)
"Ramillies"
"Australia"
"S?ﬂ.ﬂey"
6. 11th January. "Sydney" parted company.
7+ 12th January. "“Zmpress of Japan" joined the convoy off Port
Phillip shortly after noon and took station astern
of "Strathnaver'.
8. 18th January. During the forenoon, the convoy formed into three
columns for entering the swept channel. "Australia'

led into Gage Roads "Orion", "Orcades" and
"Otranto". On arrival  the ships of the convoy

anchored iNecseccss/
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HoM.A.S."AUSTRALIA"Y,
18t March, 1940.

1540.
1. 5th Januarye. ©Ship was docked by two tugs.

2+ 8th January. ©Ship's Company returned from leave. The ship
undocked P .M. Mrmmmmm
four hours notice for steam.

3« 9th January. Iroceeded to sea for exercises and returned to
Srdney on completion.

Le 10th January. aais slipped and with "Rmpress of Canada" in
(Zone -10) Mumnmmm
zu cm of Convoy U.S«.1+« The ¢

ﬂpnjem and was composed of "Oriom”,

*smirr "Sobleski®, "zangitata"

m of m The escort on

Hm.s.wmm “gndant
fmﬂmﬁmﬁmw
"Carberra" and "Remillies

mmummgim

"Sydney"” Joined the tmt ‘at about noon.

At 1600 "Otramto", "Orford”, "ﬂw' and
‘Strathnaver M the convoy from Sydneye
‘Canberra" "Remillies™ Jjoimed the escort

at this time. "lLeander” then parted company and
proceaded into Syd ey

Be The convoy was then formed as follows:-
"Otrantc" "orion" (Cmmodore) "Orcades"”

"amw* "Empress g:“ | "Hangitata"®

"Sobieski® *Strathnaver® "Dunera”
, (Viee~Commodore)
"Orford"”
Whilst the escorting ships were:-
"GCanberra" (m rear-asdniral cmnﬁ?g
.- AW‘MI ﬁqm-
"Ramillies" :

"Australia®
"Sydney"
6+ 11th Jamary. "Sydney" parted company.
7+ 12th Jamusry. S Empress of Japan” joined the convey off rort
F "‘% p shortly tﬂur noon end took station astern
8¢ 18th Jgmuary. During the forenoor, the convoy formed into three
columns for entering the swept channel. "Australia®
led into Roads "Oplion", "Orcades" and
“Otranto". On arrival, the ships of the convoy

anchored hg-l-ii-i.f
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ITI.

( WAR DIARY - H.M.A.S. "AUSTRALIA" 1st JANUARY, 1940, TO

«»" (Continued) :
8. anchored in Gage Roads or proceeded into

Fremantle, while ships of the escort
anchored in Gage Roads.

H.M.S."Kent" and the French Cruiser "Suffren"
were at anchor when "Australia'" arrived.

9. 20th Januarye. "Ramillies" took over as senior officer of
(Zere -2) the escort with "Kent" and "Suffren" escorting
shipse.

Prmcéad&d to sea for exercises in company
with the Rear-Admiral Commanding H.M.
Australian Squadron in "Canberra'.

At 1730, "Canberra" and "Australia" sBteamed
through the lines of the convoy cheering
ship as each ship drew abreast of each

transport.

10. 218t January. Proceeded into Fremantle and secured to
North Wharf.

11. 30th January. "Canberra" proceeded to Port ilelbourne and
"Australia" assumed the duties of Senior

Officer Force "“"ZZ".

While alongside, carried out Training Classes.

M.Vf

CAPTAIN.

The Rear-Admiral Commanding
H.M. Australian Squadron.
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II.
4{ WAR DIARY = H.M.A.S."AUSTRALIA" {8t JANUARY, 1940, T0
&, | 31et DRCEMBER, 1940).

&’ (Eanumm

| n&”ﬂ m of ihe th'

mhnm&h&mam

H.M.S8."FEent" and m Prench Cruiser "Suffren”
were at anchor when "Australis” arrived.

9 -Mim "Ramillies” took over as senior officer of
. (Zowme-%) § m escort with “HZent" and "Suffren" escorting
NEe |

Proceeded to sea for exercises in company
with the “ear-Adnmiral Commanding H.M.
Australian Squadron in "Cenberra”.

At 1730, “Canberra” and "Australia” steamed
through the lines of the comvoy cheering *
ship as cach ship drew ebreast of each
transport.

10. 29st Yanuary. Proceeded into Fremantle and secured to
Horth Tharf.

"Canberra”’ proceeded to Port Yelbourne and
, "ann‘ .m the dunties of Cenior
officer Force "ZZ".

mmm.mmmtmm_m

11« 30th Jamary.

(Sgd.) R. R. STEWART.
CAPTATH.

The Rear- dmiral Commerding
H.M. Ausiralian Squadrone.

—
r —— = - 1 » = a 1 '.\' - -
B — — I — e e e ———— -y N g — ‘-—-—l-—-‘r-"""“-'-"—'-_-""'-.g_. ""-ll.r"-— —
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H.M.A.S."AUSTRALIA",
18t March, 1940.

()" WAR DIARY - H.H.A.S."AUSTRALIA" 1st FEBRUARY, 1940, TO

9" 29th FEBRUARY, 19L0.
1940.
1. 5th february. Proceeded and anchored in Gage Roads. Carried
(Zone -8) out drills at anchore.

1500 weighed and exercised under way, subsequent-
ly patrolling to the Northward.

2. 6th February. Carried out dummy bombardment of Rottnest Island
(Zone -8) at request of Military between 0600 and 0800.

0800 proceeded to Sydney passing the longitude
of Albany A.lM. Wednesday, 7th February, (as
ordered by R.A.C.A.S.)

3. 7th February. "Sydney" took over duties of Senior Officer
Force "ZZ".

4. 12th Yebruary. Arrived Port Jackson.

5« 22nd February. Proceeded to sea and carried out exercises in
(Zone -10) company with "Canberra" and "Adelaide".

2132 parted company and proceeded to take up
initial position for Trade Protection Operation
(OY. 6.)« The ships taking part in this operation
were "Canberra'", "Australia", "Adelaide" and
"Westralia" with R.A.A.F. aircraft co-operatinge.

6. 23rd February. "Australia" arrived at datum position 45 miles
(Zone -10) 075° from Sugarloaf Point and in accordance with
previous orders, commenced patrolling the trade
route to the Northward.

The operation ceased at 1200 and course was then
set for Brisbane.

7. 24th February. 1200 arrived Brisbane and secured alongside
(Zone =10) Mercantile Wharf.

8. 26th February. 0945 slipped and proceeded, anchoring in lMoreton
(Zone -10) Bay for Harbour Drills and exercised picking up
aireraft under way.

1630 proceeded to rendezvous with "Canberra" in
position 155° Stevens Point 10 miles at 0300

18t March, 1940,

CAPTAIN.

The Rear-Admiral Commanding
H.M. Australian Squadrone.

b
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18t Harch, 1940.

1540.
1« 5th february. Proceeded and anchored in Gage Roads. Carried ¢
- (Zome =8) out drills at anchore i
1500 we and exercised under way, subsequent-
ly patrolling to the Worthward.
_ <
2. 6%th February. Carried out dummy bombsrdment of :ottnest Island -
(Zone -B) at request of Military between 0600 and 0800. o
| o
0800 proceeded to Sydney passing the tude ¥
of Albany 4A.M. Wednesday, 7th February, (as =
ﬂl‘dﬂﬂd -h}' }i-ﬁ-!:-ji-ﬂd) vi
3+ 7th February. "sydney® took over duiies of Senlor Officer ﬂ
Voree “4%4%. :
4. 12th Ffebruary. Arrived Port Jackson.
« 22nd February. Proceeded to sea and cmm_ -nt exercises in
’ (zome -10) company with "Canberra”’ and "Adelaide". &
| 2432 parted company and proceeded to take up
uﬁm rosition for Trade Protection Operatiom
(0Y. 64}« The ships taking part in this operat
were "Canberra”, " ustralia”, "Adelaide” and
"Westralia™ with H.A.A.F. ai co-operatin.

6. 23rd Pebruary. “Augtralia” arrived at datum sositiom 45 miles
: gana -10) 075° from Sugarloaf Point and in accordance 'l_'i!’
previous orders, commenced ratrolling the trad
route to the Horthward. |

The operation ceased at 1200 and course was then
set for Brisbanes L

7. 2ith Pebruary. 1200 arrived Brisbane and secured alongside e

(Zone -10) dercantile Wharf. ) :
8. 25th Fevruary. 0945 slipped and proceeded, anchoring in Horgton

(Zone -10) Bay for Harbour Drills and cxercised picking up
_ gircraft under way. b

16 to rendezvous with “Canberra” in
pmthmevm Point 10 miles at 0300 o
18t HMarch, 1940, . A

_\':""'*-:-,.«“t
"r Le W LK "h. |
CAPTAIN. L;
-~
The lear-Admiral Commanding |
H.M. Australian Squadrone.
'a.:::'
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H, M. A, S, "AUSTRALIA", i
1st April, 19LO.

H.M.A. S, "AUSTRATIA" {ST. TO 31ST. MARCH, 194O.

18t March
(Zone =-10)

1.

2nd-L4th March

5th March
(Zone =10)

6th-11th March
12th March

15th March
8. 15th March

9. 19th March

10. 20th-31st March

(]g@t Y,/

Navy Office,
MELBOURNE.

The Secretary, Naval Board,

- Joined "CANBERRA" and exercised off the |
coast of New South Wales, proceeding into
Sydney at 1730.

- 1500 slipped and proceeded to sea for
exercises with "CANBERRAY and "ADELAIDEM.
On completion "CAWNBERRA" proceeded to
Westernport and the remaining Ships returned |
to Sydney.

- At Sydney.

- 0858 proceeded to sea for exercises with
"CANBERRA", "ADELATDE" and "SWAN",

f
- Returned to Sydney, securing at 1147. E
- At Sydney. <

.

- H.M.S."RAMILLIES" arrived at Sydney and
commenced short refit.

- Slipped and proceeded at 1519 for exercises.
Returned to harbour and secured at 2039,

At Sydney.

Hocd® ol

(Copy to The Rear-Admiral Commanding,
H.M. Australian Squadron).

CAPTAIN.,
-
B SR == e s, s ~— .l
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1. Mapeh - "CiRBERPA" and eoxercised off the
zone | |
~10) wc _a:-nm,mm
2, 2nd-4th March « At Gydney.

* Qione 10)  ° meetses with “cimmmcs SSRoA” and %.

:-y.-am Sobamed

(Sgd.) R. R. STEWART.
CAPTAIN,
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H.M.A. S."AHSTRﬂhiA"
3rd May, 1940.

- WAR DIARY - 1ST TO 30TH APRIL, 1940.

© 411 times are Zone -10.

10.

134

12.

13,

- /

1(“

1st April.
1st-2nd April.
Ard April

5th April

5th-8th April
9th April

10th April

11th April.

12th April.

13th-24th April.

18th April.

21st April.

2Lhth April.

A@/‘SJ}

D -

N5 R

Js

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Squadron March through Sydney.

At Sydney.

Proceeded to sea at 0901 and carried out
gunnery practices with "CANBERRA".
1103 Parted company with Flagship and proceeded

to Port lelbourne.

On the way anchored for

a few hours in Jervis Bay to embark Pattern

VI Target.

0947 Berthed at Williamstown and completed with

oil fuel.

Disembarked Pattern VI Target.

1412 Shifted berth to Prince's Pier, Port
Melbourne, securing at 1508.

At Port Melbourne.

0829 Slipped and exercised in Port Phillip.
1628 Anchored off Quarantine Station(Portsea).

06,0 Weighed and proceeded to Westernport,
anchoring off Han's Inlet at 0956.
1743 Proceeded to Sydney.

1400 spoke "RAMILLIES" and "ADELAIDE" who

were on passage

‘Sydney to Melbourne.

Carried out exercises off Port Jackson and
on completion entered Sydney Harbour, securing
to 0il Wharf, Garden Island at 1602.

At Sydney.

0900 proceeded to Cockatoo Island where Ship

was docked.

1230 Undocked and secured to Birt's Buoy,

Neutral Bay.

During the period 18th to 23rd April, L8 hours
leave was given to the Ship's Company.

Proceeded at 0920 with "CANBERRA" and

exercised off Port Jackson.

"CANBERRA" proceeded to New Zealand and
"AUSTRALIAM™ returned to Sydney securing to
No.1 Buoy at 1347.

Assumed duties of Senior Officer Force "yymn,

On completion

3
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14..24th-27th April. At Sydney.

15. 28th April. 0929 Slipped and proceeded for Wellington,
New Zealand.
"PERTH" assumed duties of Senior Officer,
Force "YY".

Vo Aol

CAPTAIN.
The Secretary, Naval Board,

MELBOURNE.
Copy to:-
The Rear-Admiral Commanding,
H.M. Australian Squadron.
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HoeMoA.S«"AUSTRALIA",
3rd May, 1940.

10.
1.

i2.

13.

i1st April.
18t-2nd April.
rd April

5%h April

5th-8th April
9th April

10%h April

11th April.

12th AM-

13th-24th April.
18th April.

210t April.

2hth April.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Squadron March through Sydney.

At SBydney.

Proceeded to sea at C901 and carried out
?mgmtm with "CANBERRA".

103 with Flagship and proceeded
to Port mibm On the way anchored for

a few hours in Jervis Bay to embark Pattern
VI Target.

0947 Berthed at williamstown end completed with
oil fuel. Disenbarked Pnttou VI Target.
1412 shifted berth o Prince's Pier, Port
Melbourne, securing at 1508.

At Port Melbourne.

and Phillip.
1623 un&c mﬁéﬁw m:n{m).

06110 wim and frwma to Westernport,
anchoring off Inlet at 0956.
1743 Proceeded to Srdm:r

1400 spoke "RAMILLIES" and "ADELAIDE" who
were on passage Jydney to lMelbourne.

Carried ﬁwwm off Port Jeckson and
on comp en Syéney Harbour, securing
to 01l wharf, Garden Island at 1602.

At Sydney.

0900 proceeded to Cockatoo Island where Ship
was docked.

1230 Undocksd and secured to Birt's Buoy,
Neutral Bay.
April, 48 hours

During the period 18th to E,?l‘d
leave was given to the Ship's Company.

Proceeded at 0920 with "CANSEREA™ and

exercised off Port Jackson. On completion

CAUSTRALIA" Batarmtt 5 Gotany ol &
re secur 0

Ho.1 at 13‘57

Assumed duties of Senior Officer Force "YY".

‘hlll'illililll‘/-
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the.2iith-278h April. At Gydney.

15. 20th Apedld. z’ g and proceeded for “ellington,

agsumed duties of Senior Officer,
Pores "VY".
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1. 1st May

2. 2nd llay

M 3¢ 3rd Nay

L. Lth May

7. 6th May

0.

v

A
&

O
6@ WAR DIARY, H.M.A.S."AUSTRALIA" 1ST TO 31ST MAY, 19LO.

"ejﬁT‘tJ# P“ﬂzﬂ_¢
Q gl
Ntaris
N\ SECREL:

/ﬁm\ﬁ | HellsAaSe ".AUSTRALIA i s
VI 4th June, 1940.

&

Having left Sydney on 28th April, H.M.A.S."Australia"
arrived at Wellington and secured to Aotea Wharf at
1053(-11%). The following ships were present:-
H.M.S."Leander", H.M. Transports "Aquitania", "Empress
of Britain" and "Empress of Japan'.

Slipped at 1114(-11%) and proceeded out of harbour
followed by "AQUITANIA", "EMPRESS OF BRITAINY", "EMPRESS
OF "JAPAR" and "LEANDER" in that order.

Ships followed a searched channel to rendezvous at
1430(~-11%) in Cook Strait with "CANBERRA" and "ANDES™
who had left Lyttleton the previous night.

The Convoy, known as N.Z.3 for the Tasman passage, was
then formed in the following order: -

"ENPRESS OF BRITAIN" "AQUITANIA™
(Commnodore) | (Vice-Commodore )
"ANDES" "EMPRESS OF JAPAN".

Passage was meade at speeds between 17% and 19 knots.

Ships of the Escort were "CANBERRA", MAUSTRALIA" and
"LEANDER". i

Carried out Range and Inclination exercise with "CANBEREA",
"LEAWDER" parted company during the night and proceeded
into Sydney and during the forenoon "QUEEN MARY" escorted
by H.l.A.S."Perth" joined the Convoy. "CANBERRA" parted
company shortly afterwards to collect correspondence

at Sydney.

The Convoy was manoeuvred by the Commodore in order to
arrive at the rendezvous off Sydney at 1600(-10) when
"IAURETANIA" escorted by "CANBERRA" and "LEANDER"Y joined.
The Convoy, known now as U.S.3, formed up as follows

and proceeded to Fremantle: -

"EMPRESS OF BRITAIN" "QUEEN MARYY
(Commodore) (Vice-Commodore)
"MAURETANIA" "AQUITANTIA™

"ANDES™ "ENPRESS OF JAPAN"

"PERTH" parted company at 2045(-10).

- "CANBERRA" and "AUSTRALIA" proceeded ghead of the Convoy

at daylight and stopped to transfer mails.

During the afternoon the Convoy passed Wilson's
Promontory and "AUSTRALIA" closed the Port War Signal
Station to pass by V/S a cypher message from the
Rear-Admiral Commanding, H.l. Australian Squadron.

H.ll. Transport "Empress of Canada® from Melbourne joined

the Convoy at 1600(-10) and took station astern of
"ENMPRESS OF JAPAN",

‘10/.'&‘."
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10. 7th May - "CANBERRA" and "AUSTRALIA" carried out Range and
Inclination exercise with "LEANDER".

11. 8th May - Cruisers carried out tactical exercises.

12. 10th May - At 0630(-8) when 70 miles from Rottness Island, "LEANDER"
proceeded ahead into Fremantle and the Convoy formed into
two columns. The first, led by "CANBERRA", consisted
of "QUEEN MARY", "AQUITANIA", “EMPRESS OF BRITAINY" and
"MAURETARIAY. The second, led by "AUSTRALIAY, consisted
of "ANDES", ENMPRESS OF JAPAN" and "EMPRESS OF CANADAY.
Having met the Convoy at 0800(-8) H.M.A.S."Adelaide"
took station between the columms.

' « Columms sbout 15 miles avart proceeded into the searched
channel and entered Gage Roads.

15 Transports proceeded alongside Fremantle Harbour to
fuel and water in accordance with a prearranged berthing
plan except "QUEEN MARYY" and "AQUITANIA" who anchored
in Gage Roads.
All ships of the escort were berthed alongside except
"ADELAIDE" who acted as Guard Ship in the Roads.

1y Security patrols were carried out within the harbour
during dark hours.

| 15. 12th May - It had been the intention for the Convoy to sail at
1400(-8), but the sailing was expedited and the Convoy
got away at 1200(-8) when "LEANDER" weighed and led
through the searched channel.

16 When clear of the Fairway Buoy the Convoy formed up in
it's previous order and proceeded for Colombo at 19 knots.

17. 14th May - During the first Dog Watch "ENMPRESS OF JAPANY" lost a
man overboard. Both she and "EMPRESS OF CANADA"
searched the position, assisted by "CANBERRAM" and
"LEANDER", unfortunately without result.

18. 15th May - "CANBERRA" carried out sub-calibre "short" shoot on
"AUSTRALTIAM™.

19. Again in the first Dog Watech "LEANDER" this time hoisted
the signal "lMan overboard'. The man on this occasion
was fortunately picked uvp by "LEANDERY.

20. At '2214(-7) the course of the Convoy was altered towards
_ the Cape of Good Hope. Ships in company were informed
the following forenoon by the Rear-Admiral Commanding.
H.M.A. Sguadron that the time of arrival at the Cape was
expected to pe Saturday, 25th or Sunday, 26th May.
During the night "LEANDER" parted company and continued
her voyage to Colombo.

21. 16th May - At about noon "AUSTRALIAY closed "CANBERRA" and transferred
| Surgeon Commander C.H.R.James, R.A.N.R. to that ship to
perflorm a surgical operation. Surgeon Lieutenant
Robertson, R.A.N. was lent "AUSTRALIA" in case weather
conditions did not permit of the subsequent exchange of
these Officers prior to the Ships parting company.

2 G R
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22. 20th Mey -

25

2l.

26.

27. 2L4th May -

28. 25th May -

29. 26th May -

30.

lMedical Officers were returned to thelr own ships
during the forenoon. Mails and correspondence were
sent over at the same time.

H.M.S."'Shropshire" was sighted at 1529(-4) and took
up a scereening position ahead of the Convoy, when
"OANBERRA" parted company and returned to Australia,
"SHROPSHIRE" assuming command of the escort.

As the weather was unsuitable for Dboatwork, "AUSTRALTA"
closed "SHROPSHIRE" and passed by V/S the relevant
convoy orders.

"SHROPSHIRE!" passed her policy signal which was as
follows: - -

'WIyintentions in the event of meeting enemy
opposition are as follows, either equal or inferior
enemy vessels escort is to engage, consort is to remain
with Convoy and direct movements as situation developes.
Superior enemy, escort sighting is o endeavour to lead
enemy awey from Convoy but avoid close action until
joined by consort, concentration of fire will not be
carried out, ships are to manoeuvre to take up positions
where they can assist each other by flank marking.
initial movements of Convoy will be directed by Senior
Officer of escort. At night or in low visibility
escort sighting is to attack and direct initial
movements of Convoy, consort will follow movements of
Convoy and cover their retirement.’

SHROPSHTIRE" signelled her intention of arriving ofL
Capetown searched channel at 0600Z 26th May and at
1820(-k) speed was reduced accordingly.

At 0820(-2) "AUSTRALIA" left her screening station

to identify a merchant ship which was sighted on the ol
Starboard bow. The ship having been identifiied as

the "CITY OF LILLE" station was resumed.

At 20L45(-2) a ship was observed ahead of the Convoy

which appeared likely to pass unduly close. "AUSTRALIA™
increased speed and directed her by flashing signal

to alter course to Port. This ship, which was
identified as S.S."IMANDASOR", complied with commendable
promptness.

Convoy and escort zig-zagged during daylight hours and
at dusk reformed into the following order:-

"AQUITANIA™ "HNAURETANIA"

"QUEEN MARY™ "ENMPRESS OF JAPAN"
"EMPRESS OF BRITAIN" "EMPRESS OF CANADA"
"ANDES".

At dawvn the Convoy formed into single line, "SHROPSHIRE"
taking station ehead and "AUSTRALIAY" astern to pass
down the searched channel to Capetown.

"SHROPSHIRE" after leading the ships of the Convoy

into Table Bay parted company at 0743(-2) and proceeded
to Simonstown.

B L e ssncome s
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31.

32.

33

34. 27th May -

35.

37. 28th May -

38.

59.

41. 30th May -

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

"QUEEN MARY" and "AQUITANIA" anchored in Table Bay
and the remaining transports proceeded to berth
alongside.

Having received orders from the Senior Naval Officer,
Simonstown to act as Guard Ship (with H.M.S."Cumberland")
in Table Bay, "AUSTRALIAY anchored in the berth
allotted. Steam was kept at immediate notice with

the armament at a state of readiness.

At 1350(-2) "CUMBERLAND" arrived from Simonstown and
anchored close by. As conditions were then possible
for boatwork the Commanding Officer came on board and
details were arranged for the defence of the Convoy
at Capetown.

At dawn "AUSTRALIA's" aircraft was catapulted to carry
out a close A/S patrol of the anchorage. This patrol
was continued daily when weather conditions permitted
until the Convoy sailed and except for a short period
was maintained by "AUSTRALIA's" aireraft unaided.

The aircraft worked from Wingfield aerodrome.

An intermittent outer A/S patrol was carried out by
the South African Air Force.

At 1836(-2) the following message was received:-

TO:- "CUMBERLAND" (R) "AUSTRALIA". FROM:- S.N.O.
SIMONSTOWN.

"Master of "QUEEN MARY" reports trouble with troops and
requests armed guard to remove 100 men. Before

removing them you are to arrange for guard to be sent on
board and the matter investigated. If necessary they

are to be removed to one or more of H.M. Ships. Tug

is being sent".

It subsequently transpired that it
was the crew and not the soldiers who were causing
trouble.

"CUMBERLAND" could not comply with S.N.O's signal as
the weather was too bad for the tug to go alongside.
"CUMBERLAND" was therefore ordered to proceed at 0300(-2)
and escort "QUEEN MARY" and "AQUITANIA" to False Bay.

During the forenoon "AUSTRALIA" closed the harbour and
anchored under the lee of the breakwater for a few

hours to embark fresh provisions and to receive
correspondence from shore. Berth in Table Bay was then
resumed.

During the first watch the ship in her light condition
(less than 950 tons of fiel remaining) yawed and rolled
particularly violently. Cable was veered and a second
anchor let go underfoot.

1030(=2) "MAURETANIA" slipped and anchored in Table Bay.
"EMPRESS OF BRITAIN" slipped and "MAURETANIA" welighed.

The latter proceeded alongside and the former anchored
in Table Bay.

B2 sousmvseee e
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2. 31st May - "AUSTRALIA" weighed at 0716(-2) and shifted berth 1%
miles to seaward to leave room for the Transports to
anchor inshore of her.

The ships of the Convoy cormenced slipping at 0830(-2)
in the order "ENPRESS OF CANADA", "MAURETANIA", "ANDES
and anchored in Table Bay.

L3. Convoy and "AUSTRALIA" weighed at 1020(~-2) and, led by
"AUSTRALTIA", proceeded to rendezvous at 1200 off the
searched channel with "SHROPSHIRE" AND "CUMBERLAND" who
were escorting "QUEEN MARY" and "AQUITANIA" from
Simonstown.

L. At the rendezvous "AUSTRALIA" parted company and
proceeded to Simonstown, securing at the East Brealkwater
inside the basin at 1600(-2).
Commenced
L5, The Ship reverted to four hours notice for steam and ( =
fuelling and embarking fresh provisions. |

| CAPTAIN. :

! The Secretary, Naval Board, -
Navy Office, MELBOURNE. | 1

‘ Copy to: Sursy

The Rear Admiral Cormmanding,
H.M. Australian Squadron.
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HoM.A+S. "AUSTRALIA",
Qf‘ L4th June, 1940.
Q

e “ 11, El -htﬁt.km-
1. 1st May m_ _ left S on J A::t =
oy e *le.l. M "jquitania®, "w
tain" and "Empress of Japan".

- mt of
’Wﬁm 11 u: M ;
':Arn' and "LEANDER |

a searched

w-ﬂi M Strait with
had Lefy Lybtioten TN Toe the Temen

The s B a |
then formed in the £ _
"ENPRESS OF BRITAIR" "AQUITANIA®
(Commodore) (Vice-Commodore)
" ANDES" "EUCPRESS OF JAPAN".

Passage was mede at speeds between 17; and 19 kmots.

m;uummtm"mmm" "AUSTRALIAY and
*LEANDER" .

"LEANDER" perted company during the night and pr _
into and ng the forenocon "QUEEN escorted

Sydney and du son "QU ’ _
.8."Perth" J the Convoy. "CANBERRA w
m£MwuthW

at Sydney.

l"-l mlﬂ'"‘

to
comdomvous off Syiney. at.1600(-10) when
‘ﬁ%ﬂzﬁ' escorted by "CANBERRA :nl “mt:m' :oinu..
The Convoy, known now es U.8.3, formed up as follows
and proceeded to Fremantle:-

"EMPRESS OF BRITAIN" "QUEEN MARY"
(ﬂmdgo) . (Vice~Commodore)

"MAURETANIA" "AQUITANIA™
"ANDES" "EMPRESS OF JAPAR"

6. "PERTH" parted company at 2045(-10). |

- - "CANBERRA" end "AUSTRALIA" M of the Convoy
o~ nm:.mm.mmum

8. mmmmmm

mu““ﬁu fron the
EM ,K.H m m-

of Canada" from Melbourne joined
-10) and took station astern of

Wilson's
the Port War Signal

10'/"."!

e e
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10. | - "OANBERRA" and "AUSTRALIA" carried out Range and
oy Inclination exercise with "LEANDER".

11. 8th May - Cruisers carried out tactical exercises.

s ¥ - At 0630(~8) when 70 miles from Rottness Island, "LEANDER"
SO ' : Mﬁommmmmimwu
ecolumns. The first, led by "CANBERRA", isted
of "QUEEN MARY", "AQUITANIAY, "EMPRESS OF BRITAIN and
"EAURETANIA®. The second, led by "AUSTRALIAY, consisted
of "ANDES", REMPRESS OF JAPAN" "EMPRESS ﬁl’ﬂﬁ!ﬂﬂ&'.
Having -:I“th‘:.amt;: 0800(~8) H.}M.A.8,"Adelaide
Columns about 15 miles apart proceeded into the searched
channel and entered Gage Roads.

fuel and water in accordance with a prearranged berthing
ﬁmmﬁ "OUERN MARY" end "AQUITANIA" who anchored

Roads.
m“ﬁ of the escort were berthed alongside except
“MWIE‘WMMHMMFMWM.

1k, Security patrols were carried out within the harbour
'h m'ﬂmm.

15. 12th Mey - It had been the intention for the Convoy to sail at
1 -8), but ¢ ling was € ted and the Convoy
m );:,: 1200(-8 ﬁ"&mﬂfﬂWmﬂm

| clear of the Fairway Buoy the voy formed in
w wﬁmmmmwmm ﬂghﬂl.

’ - During the £iset Dog Weteh S OF JAPAN" lost a
e e man overboard. g:gh she "EMPRESS OF CANADA"
searched the position, assisted by "CANBERRA" and
MLRANDER", unfortunately without resuls.

18. 15th May - "CANBERRA" carried out sub-calibre “"short" shoot on
"AUSTRALIA™,

in the first wateh "LEANDER" this time hoisted
mwﬂmﬁ" The man on this occasion
was fortunately picked up by "LEANDER".

Hhe Following forence
Squadron

19.

- 21. 18th - At about noon "AUSTRALIA" closed "CANBERRA" and transferred
perform & surgical operation. Surgeon Lieutenant
Robertson, R.A.H. wes lent "AUSTRALIAY in case weather
conditions did not permit of the subse exchange of
 these Officers prior to the Ships parting company.

22/csvensnne
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. ypehire" at 1529(«4) and took
- | ma:n. _ of the Convoy, when
HBERRA" gnmmmwwmtumn.
"SHROPSHIRE" assuming command of the escort.
ther unsuitable for boatwork RAUSTRALIAY
- ﬂﬂwv mmw?famhmm
convoy orders. |
ﬂ- 218t m "
movements of C |
26. "SHROPSHIRE" signelled her intention of arriving off

gsearched channel at 0600Z 26th May and at
mm speed was reduced accordingly.

| - 20(-2) "AUSTRALIA" left her screening station
27. 2lhth Hay ‘:: 0820(-2) .mmt_wu- sighted on the
the "OITY OF LILLE" sta was resuned.
At 2045(-2) a ehip wes observed shead of the Comvoy _
which %ﬁ:‘mmem. AUSTRALIA
| ﬂmﬂna.:mmism'.q 1ied with commendable
prompitness. |

. -~ Convoy and escort zig-zagged
o~y at dusk reformed into the

daylight hours and
ro].lml:: order:- -

"AQUITANIA® "HAURETANIA"

"QUEEN MARY™ "EMPRESS OF JAPAN®
"EMPRESS OF BRITAIN" . “EMPRESS OF CANADA®
pm—

9. - formed into single line, "SHROPSHIRE"
29. 26th May = A g Station shesd and "AUSTRALIA® astern to pess
 down the searched cohannel o Capetown.

; "SHROPSHIRE" after leading the 3 of the Convoy
s ﬁumwwmnm-a)mmm

31/----...-;

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT0/73233



6(6"0 AR DLAK HelleAeBes "AUSTRAL) A" « 18T TO 318T MA) S = FAGE 4
1 mmuuwnam*wmmm

. and the rmhus transports proceeded to berth

alongside
2 Having received orders from the Senior lml b

- Simonstown to act es Guard Ship(with H.M.8," a")
in Table Bay, "AUSTRALIA" umunmm
allotted. Steam was kept at immediate notice with
the armaement at a state of readiness.

33.

i e e e R
arranged for defence of the Convoy

34 27th May - At dewn "AUSTRALIA'S" aircraft m mlul to

orage.  This
*mm& IA;-*.” for o uhwt
35,
36.

- R) "Australia. FROM S.N.O.
702 "@umberland (R) :

. 28th - "CUNBERLAND" could not comply with S.N.0's signal as
o -~ the weather was too rarl'mmum alongseide.
"GUMBERIAND" was Emul at am(-m

and escort “"QUEEN MARY" and 'AQEI!AHIA

39 During the first watch the ship in

thuﬂmmimdmwm
particularly violently s was
anchor let go underfoot.

k0. 29%th May -~ 1030(-2) "MAURSTANIA" slipped and anchored in Teble Bay.
1. 30th Mey - "EMPRESS OF BRIRIN" slipped and "MAURETANIA" weighed.

The latter proceeded alongside andvthe former anchored
!m.mr

WIliiit!illl
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| inshore
3 menced nppm at M?(-nﬂ)
p "EMPRESS OF CANADA", ﬁamumn-. ANDES

o4 10a v
who
A" ‘company end
by perted sompeny wnd
45,

(Sgd.) R. R. STEWART.
CAPTAIN.

e oo ilon, wisovin.
Copy atm _ : i H
H.M. sustralian smu'.
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18, - treining, leave oto. were continued until 25th

19. mm_- H.U. 0. "CORMWALLY arrived in the Dasin at 10806,
u.mw_wru-unmumum

of Convey BC to Preetown. | —
21 24th June - H.M.8."ALOANTARAY undocked to0 Dacin BDerth at 0910.

22. 25th June -~ "ALOANTARA"™ proceoeded to Simon's Bey anchorege.
23. | |

”litil./.

| == | = — —_— —_— = —
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25, mm-&wMMWnﬂm

“oRYOH™ "REINA DEL m?m'

“GTRATIEDEN" .

26. 27th, 28th,
29th, 30th June - At sea on passage to Freetown.

(Sgd.) R. R. STEWART.
CAPTAIN.

T rsonths) .
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.‘, ri \
: 3 \‘ | \rr" - "__"““__.:“Fj F:-- g Hl H. AI & "Aﬂ MMIA-.
' | 31st AUGUST , 1940,

1. S~ On 18t July, H.M.A.8, "AUSTRALIA" was approesching
Freetom ﬁ%h Convoy B.C.¥, under escort.,

2,5rd July. Shortly after daylight, the convoy was formed inte single
line in the order pmmg Freetown Boom, and manoeuvred
to enter the swept channel at 0800,

Je H, ¥, Bh:.pl in harbour, H,M,.S. "Rdinburgh cuth:.mk
flag of Commander-in-Chief. South Atlantie (Vie |
G.,H, D'Oyley !.Sm). H,M.8, "Hermes" (Captain R.F.J. Onslow,
M.V,0.4 D,S,C H.l, 8, "Albatross", H,M.S,."Maloja",

L. H,M.S8, "CORNWALL" with Convoy B.C.S. was expected to arrive
from Takoradi P.M, Friday 5th July, Preliminary arrangements
were made for a conference of Masters of the united convoy
B.C. to take place on Saturday 6th July prior to the mlm
of the united convoy for the United Kingdom under the escort
of "CORNWALL" and "AUSTRALIA",

Se At 2300 "HERMES" weighed and proceeded out of harbour,

6, At 2305, orders were received from Comander=-in=Chief,South
Atlmue to raise steam with all despatech, and wu’tn orders.
were received to the effect that "AU " was to
as requisite to rendezvous with "DORSETSHIRE" and " o
at 0600 G,M.T, on Friday 5th July in position 270° Cape
MANUEL Light.15 miles, This ition is off Dakar where
"DORSETSHIRE"™ had been watech tlu movements of the French -
Blttltﬂhip "RICHELIEU"Y,

T+4th July, Weighed at 0032 and proceeded in accordance with orders,
Af'ter daylight, "lmm* was sighted ahead and closed,
"AUSTRALIA"™ ml "HERME:S" proceeded as a unit to Jjoin
"DORSETSHIRE",

8. During the day message wes received from Commander-in-
Chief Seuth Atimtmwmm on information from Aduiralty
that Freneh Submarines had been given orders to attack
British Foreces off Dakar, The Commander-in-Chief directed
thatrrmhﬂnbmrmnmuﬂrm off Dakar were to be
attacked and destroyed on sight,

9. At 1600, a message from "DORSETSHIRE" was intercepted,
Nport:lng that she had sighted two French Submarines and
that she had sunk or damaged one of them.

10.5th July. 0510 joined "DORSETSHIRE" (Captain B,C.S. Martin,R.N, ), vho
became Senior Officer, at rendezvous, Force patrolled dur \
thnduubmtiﬁuiluEutnﬂﬂutd‘nom approximate
55 miles N,N.¥W, of Dakar, "HE:MNES"™ m:lntaining an nir patrol
over that harbour, The aparati.m were to take steps to
prevent French warships in Dakar from falling into German
hands in an efective state,

Information was received from Commander-in-Chief, South
Atlantie, that H,M,.S8,"MILFCORD" was proceeding from Freetown
to join the Dakar Force and carry cut A/S patrols as ordered
by "DORSETSHIRE"., Ships parted company, and during the night,
carried out east and mg patrols 12 miles long in positions
along the parallel of 14° 58'N « "AUSTRALIA"™ the centre

ship, being epproximately 35 miles N.W., of Dakar. | {

11-:-'- !Iililiit/

e C’ sdn /M’

— = —
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( “ar Diewy = tot=31at July,1940,).

ips conoentrated after daylight and returned to the day
%@mm-‘ RS e
ardng the

I,
a7 (S"é

11.6th July,

oimilar to the previous

12,76 of the morning, & long signel ves
‘E?W*m He e %‘:’:ﬁu 2.8, 'llh.l
fier.f 3 et SEbL SRl g m
W ¥ directed to teke comand of

.. “ t“ ?um w

e

8 Jespatehed 1

g ltiliii“i$

2.\

g RN
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24 ,11th July,

25,

26.,12th,13th,
14th July.

27.15th July.

- 28,16th July.

29

.
51.,17¢h July.

32,19%h July.

33+20th July.

1121lt J'l-'llr-
35.22nd July,
36.23rd July,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

III.
( var Diary - 1st=31st July,1940.).

0620 parted company with "HERMES"™ and "DORSETSHIRE" and
proceeded to overtake Convoy B.C.

At 1600 a message was intercepted from 8,8, "MENNON" that
she was being attecked by a submarine, Her position 40O
miles N.N.E, 8t, Vincent, Azores, was 320 miles W.N.¥W, of
"AUSTRALIA", A8 no a t was made by sny shore
station, W/T silence was broken by "AUSIRALIA™ and
Commander-in=-Chief, South Atlantiec informed.

Joined convoy B.C., at 143 at the same time as H, M.T, "ASKA"
who had procecded independently from Frectown on account of
her fuel limitations, Took station astern of "CORNWALL"™

(Captain C.¥, Hamuill, R.N, Senior Officer). Escort orders
were veered astern on a grass line, On completion, took wup
ceruising stations on convoy.

The convoy was formed in three columns j=

" STRATHEDEN" "REINA DEL PACIFICO"™  "“ORICH™
(Commodore)
" KENYA " "KARANIA™ "ASKA™

In company with convoy,

Captain (D) 9th Destroyer Flotilla in H,M.S. "HAVELOCK",
H.N,.S, "HARVESTIR", H.M.S, WESTCOTT® and H.M.S, "VALKER"
Joined at 1600 G.M.T. in position 54° 08'W. 15° 0OW. es
A/S escort of convoy to Liverpool.

"CORNWALL" parted ecompany 03535, and "AUSTRALIA™ became
Senior Officer of escort.

At 1248 and 1338 destroyers of the screen dropped depth charge:
on presumed "contacts". In neither case however, was any
result observed, and the destroyers concerned regained
station almost immediately. :

At 174k, being then off Mull of Kintyre, "AUSTRALIA" parted
company with the convoy and proceeded to the Clyde,
anchoring at 2152,

Proeeeded over theD/G range. During the course of the runs,
an air raid was broadeast, but the 'all clear' was
promlgated § hours later,

Having completed with fuel, provisions, smmunition,charts,
and as many stores, Home Fleet Orders etc, as could be
obtained, weighed at 2158 and proceeded for Scapa Flow to
Join First Cruiser Sqguadron in accordance with orders from
the Commander-in-Chief Home Fleet,

1825 anchored in Fleet Anchorasge, Scapa Flow, 1928 signal
from Commander-in-Chief, Home Pleet, to Battle Cruisers
Cruisers and Destroyers t» raise steam with all uspnui.
(Ships affected := H.M.S8, "RENOWI" (Vice-Admiral, nattle
Cruiser Squadron), H.¥.S. "REFULSE", H.M.S. "SUSSEE,
H.M.S. "YORK",H.#,8. "AURQRA"™, H.M,S. "SHEFFIELD",
H.M.S5,"COVETTRY, 4th and 6th Destroyer Flotillas,)

Hostile aireraft varnings at 0017 and 0116,

P.M. H.A Pirings at Sleeve Target in Pentland Fipth,
37---:-.-----/
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h IV,
6’( ( Lar Biﬂ’ - ilt"'}iﬂ M' wm; )-
<&

2145 Signal from Commander-in-Chief, Home Fleet, to
cruisars to raise steam with all despatch, ¢

38.24th July, Ww; reverted to four hours notice for steam, The
'ﬁ‘iﬂ:::‘m;'ﬂ.mnt Cruiser Squadrom, in H.¥.S8. "Devonshire"
arr .

P.,M, "AUSTRALIA" carried out 8" Mull Calibre Firing at
Battle Jractice Target in Pentland Firth,

39.25%h July. A.M 18t Crulser Squadron Sub-Calibre Firings in Secapa Flow,
P.M, "AUSTRALIA™ H.A, Firings in Pentland Firth, ‘

40,26th July, The Viee-idmiral Com:anding First Cruiser Squadron (Vice-
Admiral J,H.D. Cunninghem,C.B.,M.V.0, ) visited the ship,

44.27th July. A,M. First Cruiser Squadron Concentration Firings in
Seapa Flow,
1627, signal from Commander -in-Chief, Home Fleet, to Battle
Crulsers, Cruisers, and Desiroyer 'Ucreens to raise steam
with all despateh, Ships affected:= "RENOWN" (B.C.1,Vice-
Amr.l 'ﬁ.;. H‘th’th’G- B«‘ .Di -0- )' "W"' "mﬁﬂm'
(C.8.1,) "AUSTRALIA","YORK","SHEFFIELD", 4th and 6th
Destroyer Flotilias,
1849, Cruisers weighed and proceeded followed by Battle
Crulsers and screening destroyers. Foree procecded towards
a position aprroximately 240 miles W.N.W. of SKAGERRAK, -
Vice-Admiral Commanding Pirst Cruiser Squadron in t_nl.j“

I-l ¥ .
5
L
H _-r‘ o i
Sar g o ol

Objeet to intercept "GNEISENAU®™ reported to have left
TRONDHEIM,

Offengive patrol of 2 1l im aireraft in company
throughout this dey. s
Vice-Admiral Comuanding First Cruiser Scuadron in e
"DEVONSHIRE" parted company P.M, and Viece-Admiral i
Battle Cruiser Force in "RINO/N" took over command, Barf .

Lhe29th July, 00650 anchored in Fleet inchorage, Scapa Flow. Ships reverted
to four hours notice for steam, ' - " M

43.28th July, Foree patrolling off Norwegian cosst, | }
b
“

U5.318t July. A.M. D/C check ranging over Flow Range. A
P,L. H.,A.Pirings in rPentland Firth, |

A
G‘.PT‘IH- - ,:
-
The Comnander-in-Chief,
HOME FLEET.,
Copy toi=
The Secretary, =
Naval Board,
KELBOURNE,
— il
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1s 620:“ August, 1940, H.M.A.S."Australia" was at Scapa
P' .

Ships in Company:=-

H.M.S."Nelson" (Flag of Commander-in-Chief Home Fleet,
Aduiral of The Fleet 8ir Charles M. Forbes, G.C.B.,D.8.0.)

Hin.SHﬁl‘w:

H.H-Eﬁ“M"-

H.M.8."Renown" (Flag of Vice-Admiral ng First
Battle Cruiser Squadron, Vice- W.J. Whitworth,

E E B “R - O-B-, n'islgi)l
Aedkeie .WI. .

H.M.8."Furious".

H.M.8."Naiad" (Flag of Rear-Admiral Commanding Fifteentk
Cruliser £quelron, Rear-Admiral B.L.S. King, C.B. ,Ii?!’l-EiJ

H.M.S."Bonaventure”.
H,Me8."York".,
H.HM.8."AJax" .
T R IR T, oY
2340 Hostile aircraft warning.
3. 3rd August - P.M. Full ealibre firing in Pentland Firth.

. 4th August - Sunday. The Commander-in-Chief visited the Ship and
-4 walked round the Ship's Company at Divisions.

1400. “AUSTRALIAY | to anchor
in Kirkwall M. Yacht

and
"ieria Jaca" tranemitting ship co-operated.

5. 5th August - 2100 completed calibration.
6. 6th August - 0637. TAUSTRALIA" welghed and returned to Scapa.

7. 7th August -~ Scapa Flow.
/e.mm-a.n. gub calibre firing with "NORFOLK" in Scapa Flow.

1

4, P.H. High ingle firings with "NORFOLK" in Pentland
N Firtn.

"HORFOLX" West of the Orkneys.

10. 10th August - Scapa Flow.

- P.H. Westerley gale.
M "I

G
M\{: . 111ilitl-nll/'*
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11+ 11th August - Information

12.

15- 12th Am.t - 1100.

EMM

Norway
had been sighted, and
a8 German vessel might be
between the Atlentic and the
Chief directed "NORFOLEY™ and
a patrol North of the Faeroes.

2213. Ve

d and
(G.M Ai IL-

Arrived in datum position 45 miles North-
North-last of the Faeroe Islands and instituted line
ahead patrol on a line ex wmm
North-WWest from the datum posit

14. 12th-16th August - On patrol at visibility distance epart. A

Sunderland Flying Boat co-operated.

15. 16th August - 0800. Left patrol for Scapa.

"HAIAD" (Viece-Admiral cmdhg 15th Cruisers Sguadron
Iﬂ."mélm"tonkamm 5. v 4

2135. Anchored in Scapa Flow.

16. 17th-218t August - Scapa Flow.

17. 22nd August ~ P.M. Sub calibre with "NORFOLK" in the Flow.

18,

19.

0112 20th August. 'mnzo Alrcraft wax
&mn Hines were suspected to have heen

It having been decided to
m{s’:l?l .ﬁr 'l;:; g:u-th of m with the
cap mnan operating in
waters, "NORFOLK" and uum“?’hpmam
omnrrutmmuwtomm

m-m!:uml:umlt;":i m-lwrmn
Officer was attached addi Commander Bjerklund
'mm" and Lieutenant Bam to "AUSTRALIAW. "

out an operation off

20. 23rd August - At 1522, "NORFOLK" and "AUSTRALIA" weighed and

proceeded for the operation.

A route to the Northward was kept nct less than
wiles from Trondheim to evade m: air nmuf

22. &anw-nmmummmmm

25. 26th August -

passage
0600. Arrived off Bear Islend but found no vesse
of any deseription. -
0850. Proceeded towards the Horth coast of Norway.
At 1600 ﬁmﬂnﬁ 60 miles from the coast,
"NORFOLK" cata %{wmm
am:&mm the shipes closed

rec: w{"x-tﬁgﬂ?rﬁgﬁﬁ"z%

“'Illl-il'll/- L

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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ananl on receipt of this
i.nfmtm UMRM.IA catapulted her
Mnmmmour!mnummﬂii‘
bonbing attacks on military ocbjectives in tha
Unfortunately the clouds over coastal range
muwmwmmmmuwup
rm th.mmﬂnmnmmmmﬂ
'utﬂﬁ]h.mzntham..

27. After holsting in the aircraft, the operation was
;mihntcmMnﬂﬂmﬁmntmhmm |
orth-West.

28, 27th August - 0500, when approximately 230 miles North west of
Tromso, course was altered to the Southwestward.

29. At 1355, the Finnisgh Chip "Ericus” was encountered in
manmsgonmmum She was boarded
by "HORFOLK" and ma to proceed to Kirkwall.

30. 28th August - On passage to Sca Carried out 8 ineh throw off
ng#HMMgﬁmmtlt smoke bursts fired

Arpived Seca
ningtomz;m

|
|

the swept in

» 29th August - 07
” presence Magnetic

the F
mines.

2200, Anchorage
presence of an enemy

32. 30th August - At Scapa.
33+ 318t August - 201k. Weighed and proceeded to Greenock.

Defence Stations owing to the mﬂ
submarine |

(Sgd.) B. R. STEWART. ~
CAPTAIN.

The ﬁmr-m-@uur Home Fleet |
H*:H-S-“m-&mﬂ: ’ Lt

T, =il
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CO. 120.T/E LTH OF AUSTRALIA

. S g

aen:a__s/'r/y/

NAVY CIVICE,
DEEARTVENT OF THE NAVY
MELBCURNE; 8¢C.1..
12FEB 1844

ObTot - 6671
LETTARS OF _FPRCCEEL INGS. :

-
I

ar. directed by the Nava. Board tc forward

herewith feor infermsticn, the following letters of

Procesdings and War Diary,

Wer Tiary. . |
H.iM.A.8, "AUSTRALIA" Sephember, LS4(,
Letters cf Precceedings.
Hi.A.8, "SYDNEY" Novenber, 194C
£ HAM A8 "STHART" 2Cth Sentember to
' ‘ 31lst Octoter, 1840,
¥ H.M.A.S8, "VIHDETTA" October, L94{q -
¥ H.MA.S. "WESTRALIAM 25th 3eptember -
- 17t6h Nevemper, 19407, ~
HeM.AsSe "YARRAY Cctcher, 10240,
HoMedeSe- "SYDNEYY October. 1924C,
H.M.A,S, - "SYINEY"Y Narrative. Alttack on
Enemy Convoy.
.‘_t NC't -t'D Rqﬂlciﬂq,a : : x
. o | r’ : -’lhf-./vf'.'- .'-:"’1;1‘
' Ftadny Tl = - BN e
/fr» Ss2retecry.
U2 -
RaleCoaleDa
GlclEi
GIR-I Tt > :
Commandéng Cfficer H/M,A. 8y "ADALATIDE"
AR f HeM.A,8, " CANBERRAM
" % HoMohs S, "NMANCCRAM
¥ " H.M.A. S, "MORES3Y"
. ” H M. A.S. "WIARREGOM
A . HolloheS, "OHWAN"
1" 1" H.M.vﬁ'.ﬂ'..' HORARAM
" L H.M.A,S, "DOOMBA™
P ciLo
LY
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for duties in connection with
United EKingdom, anchoring off

- eatablished at the Clyde.

L. Ships present: H, i, S, "CAIRO" (Flag of Rear Admiral
Comranding Anti Aircraft Ships, Rear Admiral
J.G.P. Vivian), H.M.S."ALYNBANK®, H,M.S. "WOLFE"
and a large number o merchantmen,

- 4002 and 2219 hostile eircraft warnings.

- Arpivals H.YX.S."BRECONSHIRE™ and H, M.S, "FIJI".
The latter had been to: on 1st September
vhen 80 miles West North West of St.Kilda.

~ "CATRO" sailed end H.X. S, "REVENGE" arrived with
an Atlantie convoy.

- Orders had been received to take part in operation
"Menace™ in place of "FIJI", The operation was
designed to instal General de Gaulle and the
Free French Forces in Daker, at present under

12. Course was diverted to the South South Westward
gfter dark to avoid the submerine's area.
" 15. 13th September -
i . que L
¥ F“"’&fw‘"“"‘
D, 5

.

i
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15.

16,

17.

18.
19.

21.

0 F.0, and shi towards
mmm () g nmu

mmnm,mmmu join 7.0, (M).

The wm ation was to

of the "ILA
WM”MMW,
thnmmm

psm“'mnmnwm

15th September - BEaprly A M, "ARK ROYAL" arrived in position 20
miles to westward of cruisers.

Dawn serisl reconnaissances of Dakar and to 100
mmnmmnmimntmm

mmmmm
mmummmtmm
mmmm

g
' ere *INOLEF o.,u?i'%?.

North of
"ESCAPADE" ,Wﬁ
Mﬁmuham

ﬂmm

with F.0.
whilst

of Dakar.

1513 force

to

3T, ] mm“
fu-t;mu‘m

n{'m
T

17th September - 0656 anchored off Freetown,

Disenibarked all passengers and gear to their
respective ships.

W: "BARHAM", "RESOLUTION", "ARGUS",
. *"YINDICTIVE®™, "MILFORD", "BRIM'
'rm‘(

' D.8), m:m*
"ECLIPSE", ﬂ%

mWotm-”l' .’
MM‘

1mw-mwwnum-mmm' patrél, to
wmmmamu
whh‘um

1950 weighed and proceeded accordingly.

1mm-ui.smwmmzwmm

0910. Vhen 260 miles from Frectom three French
cruisers were sizhted ahead and South.

"CUMBERLAND", recalled, goined at 1045.

) TR L
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25. At 2010, wvhen 310 miles from Dakar,

eruiser "GLOIRE" vas sighted
te course., “he wus reported
continued to follow the remaining
two northwards.

26. | 2263 and 2311, "INCLEFIELD" and “"GREYHOUND"
encountered. They Jjoined in the shadowing of
Wm'mmwm-tmwmmnmu
owing to engine trouble.

27. 20th September - 0100 FONSHIRE™ (P, 0, (M)) Joined/
’ 0135 comnended escort "GLOIRE" towards
o mﬁm, h’nﬁﬂnﬂw-m::
company for Freetowmn.
"GLOIRE'S" speed was low wmntil midday, by which
time engine repairs were sufficiently advenced
to allow her to increase.
maﬂw,um
29. 21st Septeunber - emmnwgnd &
thMt&SMMﬂm.
30. 0900 closed vessel "OGHORE" and directed

cargo
mhwmmmmmm
TAUSTRALIA™ as & suspicious

W to rendezvous with P,0, (M) in

.m' - Il of #rm-'i*'““
SR+ L R

mnhm oops. ” "HILPORD" , "PAULKNOR™ -mhﬂn

ined IIId'Fm'l" also
920, foiast 0oem 1L o€ "o, e gpeeeding
screened by b IRGLEFTNID® ‘rm:tw, -rmm',
"GREYHCUTD"™, "ECHO" and "ESCAPADE".
0245 "ARK ROYAL" and screen parted company to

| in lines 10-20 miles

1
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Py was altered to 0009, At |
\ m::m-, 3‘“ AUSTR mm sight bearing
ime caarse was altered to

Heather conditic.s - Wind, North -West, Visibility
poor, being two to three miles.

At 1 shots from shore batteries were observed
. ufﬂ-{mmmnmormnnm.

At 4016 "AUSTRAIIA™ sighted a ship bearing 000°.
». This was reported to F.0.(M) as a sloop. At

10 18 "AUSTRALIA™ was ordered to challenge and

' tify. At 1020 "AUSTRALIA" altered course to
and increased to 25 knots, at 1024
altered course to . At 1025 two ships were
identified steering to the westward.

s At 1027 course wes altered to 235°, speed 12 lmots.
» The French ships were ordered by and S.P.
to return 1o harbour. At the same time a warning
round of 4" was fired across the bows of the

leading ship.
- - th ¢ shore batteries had been
38. Sinee 1027 the nﬂq

intermittent m:lmmm;'-
rrnm:llul{mnw,p - 3%,

At sbout 1032 speed was increased to 25 knots ~
and the ship turned to starboard to cut off the
destrayers and see that theycomplied. They were
seen to alter course to the . "AUSTRALIA
the resumed station on the Battle Fleet who now
came in sight steering to the westward.

. - At 1 course of the Fleet was reversed to 090°

» ththadmcmm.
At 1059 "AUSTRALIA™ and “CUMBERLAND"
the line astern. At about this time IgHT",
sereening on the port side, was observed to be
hit by a shore ba ttexy.

. At 1108 a French submarine on the surface was
" m‘to receive a hit. At 1115 "CUMBERLAND"
wag observed to be hit.

1%mdmrkumnmuz
" ALIA" end "CUMBERLAND" were
fon two miles on the port beam. Sl
out of action. "AUSTRALIA™

therefore | '
reported the fact to F.0, (M).
43. 23rd Septedber nfmmneﬂwtumm-mm‘
P.N. ’  Geree Island steering 000° at 76 knots. |
k. At 1608 a was received addressed “AUSTRALIAY
T e ittt v A e |
Goree, and to keep out of sight of the batteries.

rd

s
—

o

5

“ﬁilnt/‘-‘
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L5, 23rd m-w,-n 1612 "AUSTRALIA™ with the two

company altered course to 3300 at

t 1622 altered course to 274°

_ . nf%nmm
ship was sighted ° and at the

mtimlmdm ble. "Alarm Starboard"

odltmﬂ “mi;m{e

zsmm ﬂa}tmﬂtum Fire was
ﬁiﬁ-‘!‘!m “A'mmw.

was tmﬂtei'nﬂ at 1629, At 1630,
o&ght dmcmMu

a Jn:ln Battleships.

mnm informed that F, 0, (M) intended to
tack with CGroup III at 1000, Battle ships
target Coree Fort, cruisers and destroyers
Wﬂm'thmtatmm

('mauw and "AUSTRALIA") with
"PORESICHT" and

"FORESTIR * were dotached to attack their objectives,

eruisers in open order on a line of

-

M-mwm-

& o

i

i

ng 230° en a course ’ 18 knots,
Wind Worth-West, light, with moderste
visibili ty.
L48. At 092l course was altered

at 0932 course was altered together to 0200,
At 0935 forte were observed to ¢ fire on the
course wes

be barely

distinguished bearing 285%.
50. At 094l "AUSTRALIA" was difected by "DEVONSHIRE"

to engage the cruiser on the port side.
TAUSTRALIA"™ opened fire f seconds later.
At the same time " opened fire on

a damaged ship near Rufisque.

At 0947 a signal was received from "DEVONSHIRE"
to alter course in succession to 2309, speed 20
knots. Prom 0945 thtmguﬂuhdw
but "AUSTRALIA®™ had
salvos at the est

yerds owing to the poor
towards the lamd. Point o

51. At mmmmtorlnmmd‘
IRE" on a course of 270°, At 0951
destroyers were observed to fire on & second
in the vicinity of the one that had been
enreged by "DIVONSHIRE", m ﬁBS?mhm
altered course ntnm' ciose then
alemy. At this time "AUSTRALIA"™ was not being

fired at.

524000 el/=
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&m

wolgh, amonget the merchant mm inside

53. At 1010 ermisers altered course together round to

and continued on the starboard side.

Between 1002 and 1007, eleven salvos had been fired
mnuum“utmvmwm

of 2307, mw'l? "mmua nmrm
this time at a target, probably a Mrwm
mmum-unn mmnlmm

unobserved, one short. liean range z,.rmn

She At 1019 erunisers altered em together by
" Plag to & course 1209, mﬂatiminmmﬂ
Wmmtaﬁmtomm
lese doing well. At 1028, whilst ﬂm
emimmﬁtmhﬁﬂthhi@hnl
Avom“tMmmmrmwnﬁth‘

1§ guns.

55 Cruisers and destroyers rejoined F.0.(H) at 1934.
A further high level bonbing attack $ook place on

Group IXXI at 1217.
L.

56. At 1245 P.0.(M) iInformed shins in company
intended to & Goree on & bearing 306
together to to fire at about 1515

Targets: - W

sgiq-qrnttil/‘-
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m:
catapul spotting aircraft at about 0828.
Visibility was extreme with .'nm northerly wind.

altered to 000°.

63.
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72. 26th September - "BARHAM" took "RESOLUTION" in tow.

remained in close support during the
mumn:-mmmm H‘&iﬂ

73. 28th September - At 0800 when the force was 110 miles from Freetown,
"AUSTRALIA™ and "ARK ROYAL" were detached with a

screen of tg&w-mmnw
swept , & . French aircraft having
been overhead, "ARK ROYAL"™ then turned back
for a short to fighter protection for

At 1307 "AUSTRALIA"™ anchored Freectown.

74. 29th Septenber - asaa erm-rmm

with "ARK ROYAL"(Senior
s Sereened by "FORTUNEY,

(Sgd.) R. R. STEWART.
CAPTAIN.

The Commander in Chief, E&.t

l-l-ﬂ-
Copy to:-
The Secretary, Naval
Navy Office,
HELBOURNE .

o I i — S
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SECRET. H. M. A. S, "AUSTRALIA",
Neo.SC.2/9. 15th November, 1940,
T
)

H.M.A, S, "AUSTRALIA" - WAR DIARY - OCTOBER, 1940.

1. 1st October - "AUSTRALIA" was on passage from Freetown to the Clyde,
in company with H,M.S,"ARK ROYAL"(Senior Officer,
Captein C.S.Holland, R.N, ) after the operations off
Dakar referred to in the War Diary for September, 1940,

2. Ships were screened by H.M. Ships "FORTUNE" , "FORESTER"
and "GREYHOUND".

3. | 1900, Destroyers parted company to return to Freetown.

L. 2nd, 3rd October - "ARK ROYAL" carried out air search of sector shead
to 150 miles at dewn and dusk, and maintained a
constant A/S patrol during daylight.

5. 4th October - 1525 aircraft from "ARK ROYAL'" took off for an air
gsearch on the line Azores - Finisterre. Search had
been ordered by Admiralty with the object of
identifying shipping approaching the Azores.

6. 2135. In position 120 miles East of San Miguel.
Having obtained the result of the above reconnaissance,
which was negative, parted company, and in accordance
with Admiralty orders proceeded to institute a patrol .
of the Azores.

7. 5th=7th October - Maintained patrol Northeastward of the Azores between
lines 020° from Arnel Point, San Miguel and Comprida
Point, Fayal, to a depth of 55 miles, Nothing was

gighted.

8. The object of the patrol was to prevent any military
attempt to capture the Azores from Bay of Biscay
ports,

9. 8th October - 0001 proceeded to Gibraltar in view of fuel
requirements, in accordance with Admiralty orders.
Route adjusted to approximately 90 miles South from
the direct one, to avoid a most probable area of
submarine activity.

10. 9th October - 1700, boarded Spanish S.S."SOUDADES" in position
175 miles Southwest of Cape St. Vincent. Ship which
held Consul General's certificate of clearance was
allowed to proceed.

11. 10th October - 0746, secured alongside Detached Mole, Gibraltar.

12, Ships present:- H.M. Ships "RENOWN"(wearing the Flag
Of Senior Officer Force "H", Vice-Admiral Sir James
F. Somerville; K C.B., D.S.0.), "GRIFFIN" and "GALLANT",

13, Joined Force "H" for operational and sdministrative
purposes,
b o S Y I 20, :Fr:'i .
-é_t."_,./.-{fh. £ oy M 11"_____‘.'/_
‘p e ‘:/.-"f/”’ e
' Ol ®
2 I .
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WAR DIARY, H.M,A.S, "AUSTRALIA" - OCTOBER, 1940,

14, 11th October -

2340, slipped and proceeded towards Las Palmas at
25 knots in accordance with Admiralty orders with
the object of intercepting the French cruiser
"PRIMAUGUETY which was reported to be escorting
from Casablanca to Dakar a ship loaded with
ammunition for French warships at Dakar.

"RENOWN" was to sail to the Westward at 0500 the
following morning.

- "BARHAM", who was escorting a Troop Convoy from

15. 12th October -

16. 13th October -
g i

18.
19.

20, 15th October -
21,

22.

23, 16th October -

2L, 17th October -

25,

26,

27. 18th October -

Freetown to Gibraltar, was, with three of her
destroyer screen, to close the African coast South
of the Canary Islands.

2200, When in position 45 miles Northeast of
Allegranza, Canary Islands, altered course to East-
South-East to search towards the African coast and
subsequently to rendezvous with "BARHAM", who was
searching to the northward,

0300 altered course to South-Westward.

0643, joined "BARHAM" (Senior Officer, Captain
G.C, Cook, R.N,), "ECHO", "ESCAPADE" and "FORTUNE"
in position 70 miles North-North-East of Cape Juby.

Ships swept to the North-North- Eastward along the
direct route to Casablanca at V/S visibility distance
apart.

1900, ships proceeded for Gibraltar in accordance
with Admiralty orders, "PRIMAUGUET" not having been
sighted.

0842, berthed alongside Detached Mole, Gibraltar.

Commenced cleaning boilers at four hours notice for
steam,

Ships present:- "RENOWN", "SHEFFIELD", "GALLANT",
"WISHART", "ENCOUNTER", "FIREDRAKE", "GREYHOUND",
"VIDETTE", "GRIFFIN", Troopships "ETTRICK" and
"KARANJA"

1614, brought to two hours notice by Senior Officer
Force "H" and at 2230 to one hours notice. Force
"H"cbeing held in readiness against a possible
attempt of French surface ships to pass Westward
through the Straits of Gibraltar.

Embarked Officers and ratings for passage to United
Kingdom.

1849, proceeded to escort troopships "ETTRICK" and
"KARANJA" to the Clyde screened by "ECHO" and
"GRIFFIN",.

2035. 1In position off Tarifa, ships returned to
Gibraltar by order of the Admiralty.

2532, secured in previous bherth remaining at one
hours notice for steam,

2210, proceeded again for the Clyde, convoy now
being screened by "ESCAPADE" and "ECHO".

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIGT1073233
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"AUSTRALIA'S" WAR DIARY - OCTOBER, 1940.

28. 22nd October - 0711, speed of convoy reduced by engine defect in
"RTTRICK", the slowest ship.

29. 24th October - 1211, Polish Destroyers "BLYSKAWICA" and "BURZA"
joined screen from Plymouth. Pogition 500 miles
West of Scillies.

30. 25th October - 1253, prqceeded independently for the Clyde.
31, 26th October - 0859, anchored off Greenock. |

39 Ships present:-— H,M.Ships "CAIRO", "CARDIFF", "BEAGLE",
" ACHATES", "ACTIVE", H,M.C.S."SAGUENAY" and A.M.C!s
"CHITRAL" and "PRETORIA CASTLE",

33. Having completed with fuel. ship reverted to four
hours notice for steam and gave night leave,

3l,. 28th October - Information was received that a possible enemy raider
had been sighted by S.8,"MAHOUT" in position 600
miles Westward of the Hebrides at 1826 on 27th October,
The Home Fleet were ordered to raise steam, and the Flag
Officer Commanding First Battle Cruiser Squadron was
to proceed with available forces at Scapa to the North
of the Faeroes and thence Westward, whilst "AUSTRALIA"
was to proceed along the meri@ian of 9°:30' West until
Latitude 60° North, when she was to steer towards the
reported position of the raider,

55, At 1528, "AUSTRALIA" weighed and proceeded in
accordance with the above orders. At midnight
information was received that the suspected raider was
a merchant ship and that forces were to return to their
bases if nothing was sighted by dark on 29th October.
The Battle Cruiser Force was subsequently ordered to
remain on patrol for a further period.

35. 29th October = At 0700 information was received that a Sunderland
Flying Boat had forced landed about sixty miles to the
Northward, and at 0810 "AUSTRALIAY" was ordered to
render assistance. Course was altered accordingly
and the search was commenced with second class D/F
bearings. The strength continued to increase, but
first class bearings were not obtained until 1415 when
the aircraft changed to a lower frequency. The
Flyimg Boat was sighted at 1435, but capsized before
reaching it, and only nine of the crew of thirteen 1
were rescued, The wind at the time was force 10, sea
very high.

36. At 1725 search for the remaining members of the crew
was abandoned and course was set for the Clyde in

accordance with orders from the Commander in Chief,
Home Fleet.

37. 31st October - 0911, anchored off Greenock.
Ships present:- H.M. Ships "CARDIFF", "CAIRO", "ARGUS",
"GLASGOW", "ARKROYAL", A.M.C's "SALOPIAN", "GLENGYLE" —
and "MARSDALE" and 15 Destroyers and Sloops.

/Z»-%W

The Secretary, Naval Board, CAPTAIN.
Navy Office,
MELBOURNE.
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H.M. A, S, "TAUSTRALIA"
mﬁ. 15th Noveuber, 1940.

1.

3.
L.

De

11.
12.

13.

int October - "AUSTRALIA™ was on passage to the Clyde
in company with E.l.a.“m m'imw Officer, :

C.S.Holland, R.N,) after the operations off
referred to in the War Diary for September, 1940.

Ships were screened by H.M, Ships "FORTUNE","FORESTER"
end "GREYHOUND".

1900, Destroyers parted company to return to Freetown.

m,mm--mmm-mmmunmumm
to 150 miles at dawm and dusk, and mainteined a
mmmmmum.

Lth October - 1525 aircraft from "ARK ROYAL" ¥ook off for an &ir
gearch on the line Azores - Finisterre. Search had
been ordered by Admiralty with the object of
identifying shipping appraoching the Azores.

2135. In timimﬂlumtafﬁﬂm.
thg the result of the above reconnaissance,

ve, parted company, end in accordance
uithmu-al mwmm1m--pm1
of the Azores.

5th=7th October - laintained patrol Hortheastwerd of the Azores between
mm‘mm:rm San Miguel and Comprida
iwmmu toadnpthatﬁmﬂu. Nothing was

The object of the patrol was to prevent any military
attempt to capture the Azores fron Day of DBiscay

8th October -mmmumm in view of fuel
Route Mizo :pmﬂmt:i thw maltgﬂth rrm
es
the direct one, to aveoid a probable srea of
Mut:l.ﬂty

9th October - 1700, boarded Spanish S.S."SOUDADES" in position
175 miles Southwest of Cape St. Vincent. Ship which
held Consul General's tificate of clearance was
allowed to proceed.

10th October - 0746, secured alangside Detached -Inlo, Gibraltar.

erm ﬂttit;ﬂn‘wi Si:h;“
" Somerville, X G.D.; D.8.0.), °a -ﬁ‘%"‘ﬁﬁ%

Joined Force "H" for operational and administrative
purposes.

‘“"-ﬁn----/-

— e e —_
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14. 11th October -~ 2340, sli and proceeded towards Las Palmas at
knots accordance with Admiralty orders with
o d up&?iltnumtm

mmmum:m loaded with
m:uumrrmmm-tm
"RENOVN" was to sail to the VWestward at 0500 the

following morning,
"BARHAM" , who was from

Freectown to Gibralt: uth of her
Wmummmmmm

2200, When in position L5 miles Hortheast of
Allegrenza, Cenery Islands, altered course to East-
mmmmmmmm
subsequently %o rendezvous with "BARHAM", who was
Mumm

0300 szlitered course to South-lestward.
G.C caj:t R.N, ) - Amm"as?w
in position 70 miles r-&n—:-tn-nnt of Cape Juby.

18. Ships swept to the Horth-llorth- Eastward al the
direet route to Casablanca at V/S visibility di

1900, ships proceeded for Gibraltar in accordsance
with Admiralty orders, "PRIMAUGUET" not having been

eighted.

20. 15th October - 0842, berthed alongside Detached liole, Gibraltar.

21. Commenced cleaning boilers at four hours notice for
steanm,

22. s~ RENOWN", “SHEPF _
MW "PIREDRAKE", "GREYHOUND",
'v:rmrf "GRIPFIN" | Troopships "ETTRICK" and

23. 16th Ooctober - 1614, brought to two hours notice by Senior Officer
Force "H"™ and at 2230 to one hours notice. Force
"H"-being held in readiness ageinst a possidble
attqtermmm:’hmmm
through the Straits of Gibral

Baibarked Officers and ratings for passage to United
Kingdom.

1849, proceedsd to escort troopships "ETTRICK" and
mﬂmﬂhmmwwﬂmm

2035. In position off Tarifa, ships returned to
emmwmwmmw

2332, secured in previous berth remaining at one
mmmm 2

27. 18th October - 2210, proceeded again for the Clyde, convoy now
. being sereened by "ESCAPADE" and "ECHO".

25.

26.

28.1--.....-»/"
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28. 22nd October - 1 of convoy reduced hy engine defect in
?'Eﬁz , the slowest ship.

29, 2hith October - 1211, Polish "BLYSKAWICA™ and "BURZA"™
joined sereen from Plymouth. Position 500 miles
West of Seillies.

30. 25th October - 1253, proceeded independently for the Clyde.
31. 26th October - 0859, anchored off Greenock.

2. Wl‘ H,M, Ships "CAIRO", "CARDIFF", m,
mw, H.M.C, s.'mm and L.H-G
"CEITRAL" and "PRETORIA CASTLE",

33. Having completed with fuell ship reverted to four
hours notice for steam and geve night leave.

34. 28th October - Information was received that a possible raider
mmmws.a.wmmum
miles Westward of the Hebrides at 1826 on 27th Oectober.
mammtmmtaummmmm
Pirst Battle Cruiser
ﬁth available forces at b mﬂum
Faeroes and thence liestward, whi "AUSTRALIA"
mhpmuﬂmmmd?:ﬂ'mml
Latitude 60° North, when she was to steer towards the
mpuﬂiimﬂmm

35. At 1528, 'mua'#n M
acce orders. At
orma mmmummtm raider was

a merchant ship and that foreces were vetuen €9 their
mrrmmmmmwmwmw
The Battle Cruiser Porce was 1y ovdered to
remain on patrol for a further od.

35. 29%h October - At 0700 information was received that 2 Sunderland
Flying Boat had forced landed about sizty miles to the
Noxrt. and at 0810 "AUSTRALIA" was ordered to
render assistance. Course was altered |
mmm&mmnﬁw class D
bearings strength continued to increase
mmmmmmmmmndism

37. 318t October - 0911, anchored off Greenock.
m = H_M, Ships “CARDIFF", "CAIRO", "ARGUS",

"ARKROLAL", A M.C's 'mw "GLENGYLE"
and “IM' and 15 Wﬂ‘l and s.hqc

(5gd.) B. R. STEWART,
The Seecretary, Naval Board, CAPTAIN,
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SECRET. le__“ % | 12th %vﬁ&}g b pefi0.

No«SC.2/9.

HoMoA.S."AUSTRALTA" WAR DIARY - NOVEMBER, 1940.

1. 18t November - "AUSTRALIAM™ at Greenock. Ships present "CARDIFP",
"CAIRO", "ARGUS" and "CORNWALL".
HCATRO" sailed 1530.

2. 2nd November -~ "CORNWALL" sailed.

3. 3rd Novenber - H.M.S."DESPATCH" arrived wearing the Broad feﬁ&ént of .
Commodore Commanding South American Division.

4. 5th Novermber - "KENYA" and “CAIRO" arrived.

5 Information received that a convoy from Halifax had |

been attacked by "ADMIRAL SCHEER"™ in the Atlantiec
(position 529:50' North, 32°:15' West) and that the
Battle Cruiser Force was proceeding southward to
cover the approachef to Brest and Lorient.
"AUSTRALIA"™ was ordered to join this Force but a

| machinery defect developed which prevented her taking
part in the operation.

|

| 6. 8th Novenber - At 2016 "AUSTRALIA" procehded to provide cover for

| Convoys H.G.48 and 8.L.53 which were proceeding from

| Gibraltar and Sierra Leone respectively and were
covered by H.M.S."RENOWE" until dark on 10th Novenber. |

- 7+ 10th-13th November - Covered Convoys to the North and North-Westward -*“1
| by night, remaining in company by day. |

8. 13th Novenber - At 2000 parted company and proceeded for the Clyde.
9. 15th November - At 0315 opened fire with close range armament on a

| bomber aircraft which approached the ship under
‘ suspicious circumstances.

| 10. 1209, arrived Greenock.
‘ 11 Ships present "DIDO", -"CARDIFF", "EDINBURGH", "PHOEBE".
J
| 12. 17th November - Proceeded to Liverpool.
13. 18th November - 1445, secured in Huskisson Dock, Liverpool and
cormenced disembarking 50% oil fuel, petrol and
eight ineh cordite.
1L4. 218t Novenber - Docked in Brocklebank Graving Dock. = Refit commenced.

15. 22nd Noveniber - One third Ship's Company proceeded on leave. i
3, A
M OCA S iz =

A0 17(;
' CAPTATIN,
The Secretary, Naval Board, ;
NAVY OFFICE. e o
s S f/ s
- X .13
of

= e — - . o m =

— e =
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ACK. BY A.S. 1338Y

HlMlAlSI . .

SECRET. Lth January, 1941.
No.8C.2/9.
H L] M IA L S L
1. 18t December - H.M.A.S.,"AUSTRALIA" was refittting in Brocklebank
Graving Dock, Liverpool.
2. 3rd December - Second Watch proceeded on leave.

3. 14th December -~ Third Watch proceeded on leave.

L. 19th Decenber - Work on outside of the hull below the waterline
having been completed, the dock was flooded to _
approximately three feet under the floating draught
as a protection against bombs.

5. 20th, 21st, 22nd- Air raide took place after dark, several fires
December occurring in the vicinity of the ship.

6. 20th December - A bomb fell in the water inthe dock and appeared
to explode. It was subsequently ascertained that
this was a large bomb in the nature of an aerial
torpedo of about 3,500 pounds, the tail charge of
which only had exploded. No damage was done to
the ship.

7. 218t December - Completed to 50% full stowage of oil fuel.

8. A bomb about 500 pounds fell on the port quarter;
debris damaged catapult wires and broke sgquare port
windows in Captain's cabin.

9. 26th December - Third Watch returned from leave.

10. 27th December - Undocked from Graving Dock and secured in
Brocklebank Dock.
Carried out basin trials of main engines.

11. 28th December - Embarked 8" cordite.
12. 29th December - Completed embarkation of 8" cordite and warheads.

13. 30th December - 0933 - slipped and proceeded through Canada,
Huskisson and Sandon Docks to the Mersey and thence
rrocecded to the Clyde.

The Port Forward Propeller struck debris or the
dock wall when passing from Brocklebank to Canada
Dock.

14. 31st December - 0005 passed the boom and secured to Flagship

Buoy, Greenock.
Ships present:- H.M. Ships "MAURITIUS", "WOLFE",
"CILICIA", "GUARDIAN", and H.M.A.S."NIZAM".

A.M. divers inspected port propeller which was found
to be damaged. Completed with oil fuel. Carried

out M/F D/F calibration.
P.M. embarked aircraft. Completed with aviation

spirit. Carried out D/G test run.
On completion, reported programme completed to the

Commander in Chief, Home Fleet.
(On 18t January ship returned to Liverpool to

shift propellers).

The Secretary, Naval Board, CAPTAIN.
Navy Office, MELBOURNE.
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H.M.A.S. "AUSTRALIA"Y,

SECRET . 10th F EJ 1.
No«SC.2/16. Naq
==
5%4(201(779,
H.M.A B VAUSTRALTA" - WAR DIARY, JANUARY AN
== o o = IDEE,J’
1« 1st January - H.M.A.S. "AUSTRALIA"™ proceeded from Greenock to

5e
6.

10.

11,

| 12.

15

Liverpool, to change port propeller, and on arrival
secured alongside Prince's Stage, River lMersey.

An enemy air-raid took place during the night, a
few bombs being dropped.

2nd January - P.il. Docked in Canada Graving Dock.
3rd=-5th January-Dock bottom flooded nightly as an air-raid

precaution.
New propeller was in place P.M. Sunday, 5th January.

Ten Fleet Air Arm Officers and seven ratings
embarked for passage to Freetown. Mr. Evans,
Superintendent Victualling Stores 0fficer, for
passage, and Mr. Turner, Official Newsreel
Cameraman, also embarked.

6th January -

P.M. undocked and anchored off in River liersey.

7th January - Fuelled.

P.M. "AUSTRALIA" having been ordered to form part
of Ocean Escort for convoy W.S.5.B from United
Kingdom to Africa, sailled in company with Liverpool
portion, accompanied by H.M.S. "HIGHLANDER" and
"HARVESTHER" of local escort.

Convoy was composed of following ships carrying
troops: -

From Newport: Duchess of Bedford.

From Avonmouth: Highland Princess, Winchester
Castle, Monarch of Bermuda.

From Liverpool: Windsor Castle, Britannic, Duchess
of Richmond, Athlone Castle, Empress of Australia,
Samaris.

From Clyde: Pennland, Cameronia, Franconia, Nea

C Hellas, Highland Chieftain, Ormonde, Capetown

Castle, Durban Castle, Arundel Castle, Empress
of Japan. '

Clyde portion having been delayed by fog, Liverpool
portion was ordered to anchor off Moelfre Island,
north east coast of Anglesea.

Shortly before anchoring, warning of a possible
air-raid on convoy was received. This did not
materialise.

8th January - Convoy sailing delayed a further 2L hours owing
to fog in the Clyde.

AM. H.MM.8. "NAIAD" (flying flag of Rear-Admiral
Edward Leigh Stuart King, C.B., M.V.0., Flag
officer Commanding, 15th Cruiser Squadron), who,
with H.M.S. "PHOEBE", had been detalled as
anti-aireraft escort to the convoy in North Western

Approaches, joined the Livervool portion off
Anglesea as additional anti-aircraft protection.

P.ll. Fuelled HIGHLANDILR and HARVESTER. .H.H.S.
WITHERINGTON joined the local escort after darke.

Oth January - Convoy sailing again postponed 24 hours owing to

P A
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Clyde foge.
ili. 10th January - Sailing postponed a further 2. hours.

15. After dark a hostile aircraft warning was received
and an air-raid could be seen taking place on
Liverpool. Convoy was not attacked but at 2106
convoy and escort weighed by order of Commnander in
Chief, Western Approaches, and proceeded for
Belfast Lough owing to the alir menace.

16. 11th January - 0930 Convoy entering Belfast Lough. Escort
followed, "AUSTRALIA"Y anchoring inside boom o
north east of convoy in Bangor Baye.

Fuelled.

17« Avonmouth portion of convoy was anchored in
Belfast Lough having sailed from Avonmouth
according to programme.,

18. 412th January - After midnight, Escort (now including H.M.S.
LINCOLN - Senior Officer, Local Escort - and
VANSITTART) and convoy proceeded to rendezvous
with Clyde portion off Islay.

19. A.M. Rend;’vnﬁtﬁd in North Channel with Clyde
portion of convoy and "DUCHESS OF YORK" who were
escorted by H.M.S. "RAMILLIES", "PHOEBE", and
remainder of Local Escort, H.ll. Ships
"WATCHMAN" ,"JACKAL", "LEOPARD", "BEAGLE",
"RRILLIANT", "FERARLESS", and "LEAMINGTON".

20 1130, Convoy was clear of North Channel,
formed as follows: -
Column 1. Column 2. Column 3 .
"WINCHESTER "DUCHESS OF "WINDSOR
CASTLE" BEDFORD" CASTLE"
(Vice Commnodore)
"IIONARCH OF "DUCHESS OF
BERMUDA" "HIGHLAND RICHMOND"
PRINCESS"
"HIGHLAND
CHIEFPTAIN™ "NEA HELLAS"Y "BRITANINIC"
Column L. Column 5. Column 6. Column 7.
"ATHLONE "PENNLAND" "ORMONDE" "DURBAN
CASTLE" (Rear CASTLE"
(Cormodore ) Commodore )
"EMPRESS OF "FRANCONIA" "“CAMERONTIA" “CAPETOWN
AUSTRALIAY CASTLE"
HSAMARTIAM "EIPRESS OF "ARUNDEL
, JAPANY CASTLE"
Local Escort - Anti-Submarine screen.
Ocean Escort - "RAMILLIES", "AUSTRALIA™.
Anti-Aircraft - "NAIAD", "PHOEBE".
Escort

24. 44th January - A.M. When in position 53° 00'N, 21°© 25'W, air
warning received from Admiralty and cruisers
i took up air attack stations until dusk.
: Shortly afterwards convoy altered course to
southward to avoid a submarine area, subsequently
resuming the route.

22« 15th January - 0005 "LINCOLN", "LEAMINGTON", "VANSITTARTY,
"WATCHIHAN" parted company in position
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50° 30'N, 23° 00'w.,
0600. "BEAGLE", "BRILLIANT" parted company in
position 49° 15'N, 23° 25'W.

235 1130. H.M.8. "EMERALD" joined Escort from Plymouth
and "NAIAD" with "JACKAL" parted company for
United Kingdom. "PHOEBE" with "FEARLESSY" left for
Gibraltar at same time escorting"MONARCH OF BERMUDA"
and "CAPETOWN CASTLE" - position 48° 40'w, 24° 10'W,.

214 "RAMILLIESY now became Senior Officer of Escorte.

25. 16th January - 040OO. "HIGHLANDER and "HARVESTER", the last of the
local escort, parted company in position 450 15'N,
27° 30'w.

26 17th January - 0330, "RAMILLIES" parted company in position
41910'N, 30°40'W, escorting "DUCHESS OF YORK" to

; Halifax.
27 ' "AUSTRALIAY assumed Senior Officer of Escort.
28. 2020, British Tanker "BRITISH UNION" made a Raider

Alarm Report in position 26° 34's, 30958"y,

(385 miles south of Convoy). A signal was
intercepted from H.M.S."ARAWA", who was approaching
the vicinity, proceeding to Freetown independently,
that she had sighted searchlights and gun flashes
and closed but had found nothing else after arrival
in the position. "ARAWA" remained in the vicinity
during the night and rescued one boat's crew in the
morning. The survivors stated they thought it was
an armed merchant raider, and possibly a U-boat in
Company .

"ARAWA" then searched to north east and south for
three days by order of the Commander in Chief,
South Atlantic Station, before continuing on to
Freetown, but found nothing.

29. 21st January - 1130. Preetown Local Escort corvettes "ASPHODEL"
e and "CALENDULA" joined in position 21° 00Ys, 26°955'w.

30. Message from Admiralty was received containing the
information that a U-boat was operating in the
vicinity of Convoy W.S.5.B., south of the Cape Verde
Islands.

31« 22nd January - H.M.S. "VELOX" joined Local Escort in position
14945'N, 25020'W.

32+ 24th January - H.M.S. "VIDETTE" and "CLEMATIS" Jjoined Loecal
Escort in position 9° 15'N, 17° 10'w.

33« 25th January - A.M. Convoy arrived Freetown, being led into harbour
by "AUSTRALIA" and followed by "EMERALD" and the
Local Escort.

3l H.M. Ships in harbour:-
"EDINBURGH CASTLE" (flying flag of Vice-Admiral
R.H.T. Raikes, C.B., CusV.0..D.S.0., Commander in
Chief, South Atlantic).
"ALBATROSS", "VINDICTIVE", and "DUNEDIN".

35+ 26th January - A.M. "MONARCH OF BERMUDA" and "CAPETOWN CASTLE"
arrived from Gibraltar, escorted by H.il.S.

"FAULKFNOR" (Captain (D), 8th Destroyer Flotilla)
and "FORESTER".
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36.
37 27th January
38. 28th January
39« 29th January
4O,

} |

- L[\1I

PEEE Ll»l

Disembarked Fleet Alr Arm passengerse.

P.M. H.M.S. "DUNEDIN" sailed.

P.M. H.M.S. "BULOLO" arrived.

Atl‘ﬂl HlmISi HDEII}IIH E:I‘I‘i?ﬂdn

H.ll.S8. "BULOLO" sailed.

TARAWA" arrived.

0630. Convoy W.S.5.B. commenced to sail, preceded
by Local Escort, H.M. Ships "FAULKWOR" (Captain (D),
8th Destroyer Flotilla), "FORESTER", "MILFORD",

"OYCLAMEN" and "CLEMATIS"Y.
"ENERALD" followed astern.

"AUSTRALIAY" and

1340, Escort took up day screening stations ahead of
convoy, who were formed up in the following order

on the route for South Africas-

Column 1. Column 2. Column 3. Column U,
"DUCHESS OF M“CAPETOWN "EMPRESS OF "ATHLONE
BEDFORD"Y CASTLE" JAPANY CASTLE"
(Vice "NEA "WINDSOR (Commodore )
Commodore ) HELLAS" CASTLE" "EMPRESS OF
"FRANCONIA" "“ARUNDEL "MONARCH OF AUSTRALTIA™
CASTLE" BERMUDA" "PENNLAND"
gﬂlumﬂ 21 Column 6. Gﬂl'lﬂﬂzl_z:
"BRITANNIC" "ORKONDE" "DUCHESS OF
"WINCHESTER (Rear Commodore) R ICHMOND"
CASTLE" "DURBAN "HIGHLAND
"CAMERONIAY CASTLE" CHIEFTAIN"Y
"SAMARIA™ "HIGHLAND
PRINCESSY .

Local Escort remained in company until 1st

February, 1941.

/Zu/’/:.:.-uf

CAPTAIN.
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6th March, 1941.

LIA" - WAR DIARY, FEBRUARY, 1941.

Hel.A.S."AUSTRALIA" was on passage from Freetown to
Durban, escorting Convoy W.8.5.B. to South Africa.
The ocean escort of the Convoy was completed by
H.M.S."EMERALD" .

P.M. Freetown Local Escort, consisting of H.M. Ships
"FAULKNOR" (Captain(D) 8th Destroyer Flotilla),
"FORRESTER", "MILFORD","CYCLAMEN" and "CLEMATIS"Y,
parted compyany in position 3° 30' South 2° 35' West.

"AUSTRALTIA" exercised the recovery of aircraft under
way .

Capetown portion consisting of "ATHLONE CASTLE",
"ARUNDEL CASTLE", "CAPETOWN CASTLE", "WINCHESTER
CASTLE", "DURBAN CASTLE", "EMPRESS OF JAPAN", "EMPRESS
OF AUSTRALIAY, "MONARCH OF BERMUDA"™ and "DUCHESS OF
BEDFORD" parted company and proceeded into Capetown.

"EMERALD" temporarily took charge of the Durban portion
while "AUSTRALIA" proceeded shead to carry out a full
calibre firing at a Batile Practice Target in False Bay.

On completion of the firing "AUSTRALIAY relieved
"EMERALD" as escort off Cape Point and "EMERALD"
parted company.

The Durban portion was formed as follows:-

BRITANNIC. ORMONDE DUCHESS OF RICHMOND.
(Commodore)

WINDSOR CASTLE. NEA HELLAS. HIGHLAND CHIEFTAIN.

CAMERONTA. SAMARTA. HIGHLAND PRINCESS.

FRANCONIA. PENNLAND.

"AUSTRALIA" and Convoy arrived at Durban and completed
with fuel etec..

P.M. Durban portion of the Convoy escorted by

"AUSTRALIA" sailed for the rendezvous in position

299 South 33° 30' East with the Capetown portion who

had left Capetown on 12th February. "HIGHLAND CHIEFTAIN"
and "HIGHLAND PRINCESS", being required for the transport
of frozen meat from the River Plate, had been replaced i
in the Convoy by "ORBITA" and "NIEUW HOLLAIGD" |

The two portions of Convoy W.S.5.B. met, and after
forming up in the undermentioned order, proceeded for
Suez via the Mozambique Channel.

(13 (2)
WINCHESTER CASTLE. EMPRESS OF JAPAN.

(3)
ATHLONE CASTLE

DURBAN CASTLE. EMPRESS OF ARUNDEL CASTLE.
AUSTRALIA. MONARCH OF
CAPETOWN CASTLE. DUCHESS OF BEDFORD. BERIUDA.
(L) . (5) (6) (7)
FRANCONIA. ORLIONDE. BRITANNIC. DUCHESS OF RICHMOND.
NEA HELLAS. WINDSOR CAMERONIA. ORBITA.,
CASTLE. SAMARIA. NIEUW HOLLAND.
PENNLAND.

11.'iiltlill/—
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11. 17th PFPebruary - A message from H.M.S."HAWKINS", who was on passage with
H.M.S."HERMES" from Aden to Mombasa, was intercepted,
indicating that S.S."MANDALAY" may have sighted a raider
in the vicinity of 2° South L7° East at 1338 G.M.T. on
16th February, but that nothing further was sighted by
THAWKINS" or "HERMES" aircraft on the following day.

12, 218t February - "HAWKINS" joined escort from Mombasa, in position
4° 30' South 43° East, and at the same time "“EMERALD" was
detached with the eastgoing portion of the Convoy

S, (ORMONDE, WINDSOR CASTLE, EMPRESS OF AUSTRALIA and
EMPRESS OF JAPAN). Y“EMERALD" was to fuel ay Mombasa and
then proceed as escort to this portion to Bombay.

15, At 1630 G.M.T. a distress message from S.S."CANADIAN
CRUISER" was read, to the effect that she was being |
chased by & Battle Cruiser at 1610 G.M.T. in position f
6° 30' South 47° 20' East(275 miles East South East from |
the Convoy). \

18« The known disposition of H.M. Ships at this time were:- ﬁ
(a) "GLASGOW" in approximate wvicinity of "CANADIAN CRUISER'",
proceeding to Durban. f
(b) "ENTERPRISE" approximately 100 miles North West of the
Convoy, proceeding to Mombasa. |
Ec; "CAPETOWN" and "HERMES" at Mombasa. |
d) "SHROPSHIRE" off Itallan Somaliland. (
15, Commender in Chief, East Indies then ordered the
following: -
Ea; "GLASGOW" to investigate the distress message.
b) YENTERPRISE" to take station 30 miles to the South
EEE'TJ ﬂf WISlﬁiBt
Ec; W.S.5.B.X.(eastgoing portion) to enter liombasa.
d) "GLASGOW!, "EMERALD","HAVELOCK" and "CAPETOWN" to
form Force V, a Searching Force.

16. 22nd February - 0301 G.M.T. "GLASGOW" in position 6° 10' South 49° 50"
Bast reported nothing sighted.

| ' 0515 G.M.T. Dutch Ship "RANTAN PANDJANG" made a distress
message in position 8% 24' South 51° 35' East.

17 » The Commander in Chief, East Indies then ordered the
following dispositions:-
(a) "SHROPSHIRE" to proceed towards 3° South 58° East
on completion of a bombardment of Brava.
Eb; "ENTERPRISE" to fuel at Mombasa.
c) "HERMES" and "EMERALD" to proceed towards Agalega Iﬂlﬂi'

18. 094l G.M.T. "GLASGOW" reported her aircraft had sighted |
a Pocket Battleship in position 8° 30' south 51° 35'
Bast at 0818 G.M.T. and that he was chasing to thée East
South East.

1427 G.M.T. "GLASGOW" reported that his aircraft had
failed to regain contact at 1130 G.M.T. owing to low
visibility to the Southward, but the area to the North
and East of the line of advance was searched and clear.

19. The Cormander in Chief East Indies then disposed Force V [
- as follows:- ;
a) "CANBERRA" to proceed towards 6° South 60° Zast. |
b) "SHROPSHIRE" to proceed towards 9° South 54  East. :
¢) Convoy W.S.5.B. to proceed at maximum speed.

20. At 1520 G.M.T. Admiralty informed Commander in Chief
Bast Indies that "AUSTRALIA" could be employed in the

search.
21i|lnll/-
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2% - Commander in Chief, East Indies then reconstituted
Force V as follows, and ordered "AUSTRALIA" to turn
the Convoy over to "HAWKINS" and proceed at 27 knots
towards 9° South 54° East:-

"SHROPSHIRE", "GLASGOW",
"AUSTRALIA", "CANBERRA", "EMERALD", "HERMES" and
"CAPETOWN"

22. At 1635 G.M.T. "AUSTRALIA" proceeded accordingly from
position 0° 17' South L46° 35' East.

23. 23rd February - "DORSETSHIRE", who was escorting a Force Z northwards
off the East coast of South Africa, was, with Admiralty
approval, despatched by Commander in Chief, East Indies
towards 25° South 50° East. She was, however, withdrawn
later in the day contact not having been regained, and
returned to her escorting duties.

2. Cormander in Chief, East Indies further disposed Force .
V as follows: -
(ag "GLASGOW" to search area between Madagascar and 8
55~ East, then to the eastward to Carcados Carajos area
and to fuel at Mauritius.
(p) "SHROPSHIRE", "EMERALD" and "HERUES"to concentrate
between lMadagascar and Farguhar Group.
(c) "AUSTRALIA" to continue towards 18° South 57° East
after passing through 9° South 54° East.
(d) "CAPETOWN" to patrol North of Seychelles, fuelling
there when necessary. '
(e) Comvoy W.S8.5.B.X. to continue its voyage to Bonbay
escorted by "ENTERPRISE".

25. 2lith February - 1300 G.M.T. As touch with the enemy had not been
regained, forces proceeded as follows:- -
(a? "SHROPSHIRE", "EMERALD" and "HERMES" towards 4° South
Hh20 East. 2
(b) "CANBERRA" to patrol area between 3° and 7° South
and 58° and 61° East.
(¢) "GLASGOW" and "AUSTRALIA" to fuel at Mauritius.

26. Commander in Chief, East Indies ordered the following
subsequent movements: -
(a) "LEANDER", after arrival at o° 70° East A.l. 25th |
February, to patrol the area between 0° and 3° North
and 67° and 70° East. |
(b) "SHROPSHIRE", "EMERALD" and "HERMES" to fuel at
Seychelles.
EE; "OAPETOWN" to join the escort of W.S.5.B.X.
d) "GLASGOW" to join the escort of Force Z passing
South of Reunion en route.
(e) "CANBERRA" to join "SHROPSHIRE" off Seychelles
and to fuel there.

27. 25th February - Shortly after dawn "AUSTRALIAY" arrived off Port Louis,
Mauritius and fuelled from R.F.A."OLCADES".

28. "GLASGOW" having already completed with fuel,
proceeded after personnel and stores for transport to
the Near East had been transferred from "AUSTRALIA".

29, As soon as fuelling was completed "AUSTRALIAY" proceeded
at 27 knots to search an area enclosed between the
points 190 50' South 67° 50' East, 21° 30' South

699 35' Rast, 24° 15' South 66° 30' East, 22° 50' South
6L° 55' Rast.

B0 g
L ,
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30. 26th February - Course was shaped so as to search as much as possible

of the South East portion of the area before dark. -
The state of the sea precluded the use of the aircraft.

b 1430 G.M.T. Nothing having been sighted, "AUSTRALIA"
was directed by Commanderé¢in Chief, East Indies to

proceed towards Colombo at 18 knots, shaping course to
pass through 0° LO' South 68° 30' East and the One and

8 Half Degree Channel in order to provide cover for
"EMERALD" and "HERMES" in that area.

51. Further movements of other forces ordered by Commander

in Chief East Indies were as follows:=-
a) "EMERALD" and "HERMES" to Colombo.
b) "SHROPSHIRE" to Durban and Simonstown for refit.
¢c) "CANBERRA" and "LEANDER" to rendezvous and then

patrol between 1° 30' South 75° East and 5° South
65° East.

/Z./fw

CAPTAIN.

The Secretary, Naval Board,

Navy Office, MELBOURNE.
Copy to:-

The Commander in Chief East Indiese.
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8.C.2/16. H.M.A.S. "AUSTRALIA",
10th April, 1941.

& WAR DIARY - MARCE _1941.

1, 1st March. H.M.A.S. "AUSTRALIA" was proceeding towards Colombo
from Mauritius after having participated in the search
for the enemy Pocket Eattleship in the Indian Ocean,
as described in War Diary for February 1941.

2e Dispositions of H.M. Ships in the viecinity were:-

(a) EMERALD and HERMES proceeding in company from
Seychelles to Colombo,

(b) CANBERRA and LEANDER proceeding to rendezvous
preparatory to patrolling between 1°30' s.,
75° B, and 5° 8., 65Y &,

3 Admiralty having promulgated that D/F bearings placed
an enemy unit within 150 miles of 9° §8., 62° E., the
Commander-in-Chief, East Indies, ordered AUSTBALIA
EMERALD, and HERMES to rendezvous at 49 40' S., 669 E.
at 0330 Greenwich Mean Time on 2nd March, with the
object of searching the area, but later directed
CANBERRA and LEANDER to proceed towards this position

instead, ang AUSERALIA to rendezvous with EMERALD and
HERMES in 0%, 69" E., and proceed in company to Colombo,

4. 2nd March, At 0300 Greenwlch Mean Time, HERMES and EMERALD joined
AUSTRALIA as directed, and ships proceeded for Colombo

in company.

B 4th March, P.M, Ships arrived Colombo.

6. 5th March. Fuelled, and commenced storing, provisioning etc.
HERMES, escorted by EMERALD, proceeded to Trincomalee.

7. 6th March, The Commander-in-Chief, East Indies, Vice~Admiral
Ralph Leatham, C.B., inspected ship's company at
divisions,

8. 7th March. A.M. EMERALD returned to Colombo.
P.M.  AUSTRALIA proceeded for High Angle and Low Angle
8" firings off Colombo, and then patrolled to seaward
of the searched chamnel during the night.

9. 8th March. The Commander-in-Chief, East Indies, withdrew AUSTRALIA
from Force V which he had formed for the search for the
Pocket Battleship.

10. Convoy C.F.1 consisting of MAURETANIA and NIEUW
AUSTERDAM proceeded for Fremantle, AUSTRALIA commenc
escort off the Colombo searched channel. -

11 e 11th March. 1115 Greenwich Mean Time, HOBART wearing flag of the
Rear-Admiral Commanding H.M. Australian S uadron, with
gfgﬁggiin company, was met in position 150 5' g,,
Ee

124 15Th March. Convoy and escort arrived at Fremantle,

13 16th larch. The Rear-Admiral Cnmmandiﬁg H.M. Australian Squadron
(Rear-Admiral J.G. Crace) inspected ship's company a%
Divisions, and attended Divine Service on board.
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14, 17th March, Convoy C.F.1 continued its passage to the Eastern
States, leaving Fremantle under the same escort.

15 18th March. 0700. Cruisers parted company from the Convoy,
and, on completion of a night encounter exercise,
proceeded for the Eastern States, in accordance with
Naval Board instructions received during the day,
in order to dock HOBART, to give leave to SYDNEY'S
retarded leave party, and to give leave to AUSTRALIA.

16.  19th March. A.M. AUSTRALIA when off Albany was detached to
anchor in King George's Sound and to land West
Australian libertymen.
P .M. AUSTRALIA proceeded as necessary to rendezvous
with HOBART and SYDNEY off Port Phillip at 1300 on
231‘& Harch.

17.  23rd March. AUSTRALIA joined HOBART wearing flag of the Rear-
" Admiral Commanding H.M. Australian Sguadron, with
SYDNEY in company. Crulsers proceeded in company
for Sydney.

18. 24th March, P.M. Cruisers arrivengﬁﬂggx_apd fuelled etc.
a iUS??ALIA gave leave to ship's company until 3rd
pril,

20, As many defects as possible were made good duri
this period. - ng

The Rear-Admiral Commanding
H.M. Australian Squadron,

&
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. 8.C.2/16. H.M.A.S."AUSTRALIA",
2 ) q;q‘ 19 May, 1941, |
2

W, Y - APRIL, 1

1 18t April. Hell.A.S."AUSTRALIA" was at Sydney with the Ship's
Company on leave, and under orders to be ready for
sea by Friday, 4th April.

2e¢ 3rd April. Ship's Company returned from lecave.

3« 4th April. A.M. Orders having been received from Naval Board
— to escort Troop Convoy U.S.10 from New Zealand to
Ceylon, H.M.A.S."HOBART"™, flying the flag of the
Rear-Admiral Commanding H.M. Australian Squadron
and HeMeAeS."AUSTRALIAY proceeded for Welllng‘t?n-

Le 6th Aprile 1336. Cruisers catapu 1ted aircraft for flying
practice, in position MO LO«6' S., 1?1;D 09°*1' E.
A catapult failure caused "AUSTRALIA'S" aircraft
to fall into the sea, unfortunately resulting in
the death of the pllnt, Lieutenant (A) J.J. HOATH,
R.N., who was not again seen, and the loss of the
aircrafte. The Observer and Telegraphist Air Gunner
were rescued.

5 1820 Cruisers secured alongside at Wellington.
6. HeM.S."ACHILLES" was in harbour.

7« 7th April. P.M. Troopships "MAURETANIA" and "NIEUW AMSTERDAM"
proceeded for Sydney escorted by "HOBART", "AUSTRALIAY
and "ACHILLESY™.

| 8. 10th April. O430. M"ACHILLES" parted company in position M AeY B
- 152° 45! B., and vroceeded to relieve "SYDNEY" who was
| protecting Troopship "QUEEN MARY" in Jervis Bay. "SYDNEY"
then proceeded to Sydney.

| Qe A.M, "MAURETANIA"™, "NIEUW AMSTERDAM", "HOBART" and
"AUSTRALIA" arrived Sydney. Troopships "QUEEN +
ELIZABETH" and "ILE DE FRANCE" were in harbour.

10 41th April. Convoy U.S.10, consisting of "QUEEN ELIZABETH"
(commodore), "MAURETANIA", "ILE DE FRANCE"™ and "NIEOW
AMSTERDAM" sailed from Eydnay on the A.M. high water,

escorted by "AUSTRALIA".

11 1400. "QUEEN MARY", escorted from Jervis Bay by
"AGHILLES", joined convoy in position 35° 24' S.,
1520 05' E "ACHILLES" then proceeded to Sydney
and nunvny assumﬂd cruising order as follows :-

"MAURETANIA" "QUEEN ELIZABETH" "QUEEN MARY"
(Commodore )

"NIEUW AMSTERDAM" "TLE DE FRANCE"
124 MAUSTRALIA" screened from convenient V/S distance ahead.

13, 412th April. MAUSTRALIA" led convoy in single line through the searcheg
channels and route through Bass Strait which had been

swept by 20th Minesweeping Flotilla.
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| Q/O Page 2.

7))
14 12th April. P.M, "WARREGO" , "SWAN" and "ORARA" of that Flotilla
were passed in position 390 20' S., 1L4° 00' E.

15 Previous cruising order was resumed when clear of
Bass Strait.

16. 16th April. A.M. Convoy and escort arrived Fremantle, "AUSTRALIA",
"NIEUW AMSTERDAM" and "MAURETANIAM™ barthing alongside,
and "QUEEN ELIZABETH", “QUEEN MARY"™ and "ILE DE FRANCE"
anchoring in.GageiRnadﬁ.

17« 18th April. "MAURETANIA", NIEUW AMSTERDAM" and "AUSTRALIA" proceeded
to Gage Roads anchoragee.

18+ 19th Aprile A.M. Convoy and escort proceeded for Ceylon, resuming
the previous cruising order and screening position when
clear of the searched channel.

19. 22nd April. P.M. "DURBAN"™ was met in position 80 30' S., 1049 L45K' E.,
and assumed the escort of "NIBUW AMSTERDAM™ who was
detached to Singapore.

20. 25th April. P.l. "CANBERIA" was met in position 30 00' NW., 84945' E.
and assumed the escort of "QUEEN ELIZABETH" and "QUEEN
MARY" who were detached to Trincomalee.

21. 26th April. P.M. "AUSTRALIA", "ILE DE FRANCE" and "MAURETANIAY
arrived Colonboe

22e¢ 27th April. P.M. "AUSTRALIA" proceeded for Singapore in accordance
with Naval Board's orders, received through the Commander-

in-Chief, East Indies, to convey Admiral Sir Ragnar
Colvin, K.B.E., CeBey ReN., from Singapore to Australia.

23. 350th Aprile. P.M. Arrived Keppel Harbour, and proceeded fur Darwin
after Admiral Colvin had embarkede.

VST LR

CAPTAIN.
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#AR DIARIGES, s v
MAY, 1941 - JULY,1941. | R} 7__ |

FORMER ; E
Navy Office letter No.034589 of 8th November, 1940

NCLOSURES

PART 1 - CHRONQGLOGICAL DIARY OF EVENTS,

le RoAeCodoS = 18% May, 1943~ 31st May, 194l.
2.%"——“‘5%-
3¢ “AUSTRALIA®~ May,1941 -~ Junme, 1941.

S5e "ADRLATDR" - ll’, 1941 - J 9] .
6. "WESTRALIA"~ May, 1941 = July, 194l.
Te “MANOCRA® =~ II’, 193 = July ’ 1941,
8. "WARREO" - 941 = July, 1941e
,l WSWAN™ - ’ lm - Jul:' 1m1
10e "CRARA® < May, 1941 - July, 194l.
11, "DOGMBA™ = May, 1941 - July, 1941.

= BRIE' SURVEY ATION OF Se

- (" The Secretary,
- %"4[( Naval Bearde

W y ‘“ Forwarded for the information of the Naval Beoard,

C
M’ J (31”) JGe.Brace r
REAR-ADMTRAL -

Office of the Rear-Admiral |

Commanding H.M.A.Squadrons v

¥

e —
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i ENncLOSURE No. 3 ..... | O ﬁqu}';/’?’ﬂfg;p;

e et 246 HoM.A.SVAUSTRALIA",
19 June, 19L1.,

WAR DIARY - MAY 1941.

1e 1ste. May. H.M.A.S. AUSTRALIA was returning to Eastern Australia
after escorting Convoy U.S.10 to Ceylon, and was
conveying Admiral Sir Ragnar Colvin, KeBeBe,B+.B.,from
Singapore to Port Darwin and Sydney.

2e P.ll. Passed through Carimata Straite.
3e 2nde laye. Poll. SSEES Passed through Sapudi and Lombok Straitse
Lo 5the Maye. A.M. Arrived Port Darwin and fuellede.

P.M. Proceeded for Sydneye.

S5e 8th.Maye. A.M. Anchored off Archer Point for two hours to pass
important messages by V/S.

Ge 10the. Maye. Noone Arrived Sydney.
Admiral Sir Ragnar Colvin disembarkede.

Te 13the Maye. A.M. Docked for changing Port Propellor, examination of
A Brackets etc.
Granted 24 hours leave to Ship's Company in Watches.

8e 15the Maye Exemination having revealed defects in A Brackets which
would require approximately 10 days to make good,Ship's
Company was granted 5 days leave in watchese

Oe 2Lithe Maye. Further 48 hours leave granted as defects in Turbines
would not be made good until 29th. May.

10 29the Mays Undocked to Noe1 Buoye %

11« 30the Maye A.M. Carried out Test Runs over D/G Range.
P.M. Carried out Partial Repair Trial and Exercises off

Sydney e
@/w

CAPTAIN. ~
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1»

10,
11.

(La&d.) R. R, STEWART.

CAPTAIN,

= — =
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2

10

11

120

15
16
17

18,

19

eé'c'@é

18Te JUNE.

Ll-th- JUunee

Othe June.

12the

13the

16the

17the
20the

22nde

23I'd.l

24 the
27the
29the

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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ENCLOSURE N09 To

HoM.A.S."AUSTRALIA"
15the July, 19%1.

WAR DIARY - JUNE 1941

HeM.A.S.Australia at Sydneye.

P.M. Proceeded for Wellington escorting S.S.Largs
Bay and Themistocles who had Air Force Personnel
on boarde.

A.M. Ships arrived at Wellingtone

P.M. "Australia" proceeded for Sydney in order to
carry out firings off that Port before escorting
Awatea to Aucklande

P.M. Arrived at Sydney, carrying out firings before
entering harbour.

JUNE o

P.M. Proceeded for Auckland escorting Awatea with

service personnel on boarde.

JUNEe

HelleCo AoMoCo

June. AM., Ships arrived at Auckland.

Prince Robert in harbour.

Junees A.M. Proceeded for Sydneye.

P.M. Arrived at Sydney carrying out firings before
entering harbour.

Junee

Information having been received that an incomplete
"S,0.S." had been heard by Shore W/T Stations, on
two frequencies, from a Station whose Call Sign
commenced with VH, "Australia" and "Adelaide" were
ordered to raise steam with despatche.

Subsequently "Australia" was ordered to proweed at
25 Knots towards position 38 degrees 10 minutes
South, 153 degrees 55 minutes Easty The posi$ion
given was 180 miles to East-South-East of estimated
positions of the only two merchant ships whose
Call Signs commenced with VH.

JUNE o

Junes O0334K "Australia" proceeded accordinglye
1530K., Alr Search having proved "Negative" "Australia" was
ordered to return to Sydneye. :

Junee A.M. Arrived at Sydneye.
Junee A.M. Carried out Test Runs over D/G Rangee
Junee Proceeded to sea with Transport Queen lMary, thus

commencing the escort of Convoy 11A to Fremantle
and Trincomalee.

1700K. Transport Queen Eligabeth escorted from
Jervis Bay by "Adelaide" was met in position
35 degrees south, 151 degrees 55 minutes east.

"adelaide" then parted company for New Zealand.

Convoy formed single line shead, Commodore being
in Queen Elizabeths "Australia" screened from
visibility distance aheade

RCDIGT1073233



S.Ce 284/2/16¢ of 15the July, 1941

(2)

20 30the June. 1200Ks Transport Agquitania escorted from Wellington
by "Achilles", Jjolined the Convoy in position
4O degrees 15 minutes south, 150 degrees 4O
minutes east, and took station astern of "Queen

P HBI"F'"- .
21 "Achilles" then parted company for Wellington,
and Convoy continued its passage south-about
Tasmaniae.
224 Convoy was subsequently formed up in the following

eruising order:- "Aquitania", "Queen Elizabeth",
"Queen Mary" in line abreast to starboard. Ships

8ix cables aparte.

CAPTAIN.

e — e S —

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT073233



- ' g
. : " o { A . e P N I
ENCLOSURE NO...2ne Ta S el M. e

S.C. 284/2/16,. HeMoA.S"AUSTRALIA"
15&. m' “ m" .
| ACR@

[
-

1. {at. June, Hu.A.S.Australia at Sydney.

2. Lkth. June. Poll. Procecded for Wellington escorting S.S.Largs
Bay and Themistocles who had Air Force Personnel

. on board.

3e 9the. June., Ships arrived at Wellington.

« "Australia" proceeded for Sydney in order to
out firings of'f that Port before escorting
Awatea to Auckland.

S5 12th. June. % Arﬁ.veﬂ at W. carrying out firings before
ering

6.  13th. June., P.M. Proceeded for Auckland escorting Awatea with
service personnel on boards

;- 16the June., ﬁ;ﬂ Ships arrived at Auckland. HelMloeCo AMCo
e Robert in harbour,

9.  17th. June. A.M. Proceeded for Sydney.

'ﬁ- 20the dJunees P.l. Arrived at Sydney ecarrying out firings before
entering harboure

1. 22nd. June. Information having been received t an incomplete
"S.0.8." had been heard by Shore W/T Stations, on
two frequencies, from a Station rhoaa Call S
commenced with "Australia” and "Adelaide" were
ordered to raise s with despatch.
12. Subsequently "Auvstralia" was mgﬂ to progeed at
25 Enots towards position 38 degrees 10 minutes
South, 153 degrees 55 minutes Easty, The posi$ion
was 180 miles to of estimated
positions of the only two merchant ships whose
Call Signe eommenced with VH.

23: - %- ﬁrm&::uh haﬁn; proved |
ordered to return to

15. 2hth. June. A.M. Arrived at Sydneys
16  27th. June. A,ll. Carried out Test Runs over D/G Range.

17« 29the Junees Proceeded to sea with Transport Queen Mary, thus
m;manm#wﬂAtQMth
and Trincomsalee,

18. 1700K. w Eligabeth escorted from
Isu:.il Bay by " o 151?" was “;51' position
sou degrees minutes east.
1.-&““ n::rhd company for New Zealand.

19. formed nm Commodore be
m single nhcd‘ ing
mﬁmﬁ' distance nhud.

accordingly.
egative" "Australia" was
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8.C. 284/2/16. of 15th. July, 1941,
(2)

1200K. Transport tania escorted from Wellington
E namm:;. #m the w in position

21 *Aghilles" then parted company for Well ington
:ﬁ Convoy continued ite passage south-abput .
mi

. Convoy was subsequently formed up in the fo
erulsing order:- "Aguitania“, "Queen Elizabeth",
"Queen Mary" in line abreast to starbosrd. Ships
2ix cables aparie

(Sgd.) R. R. STEWART.
CAPTATN .
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The Secretary, Australian Commonwealth Naval Boarde
(Through The Commander-in-Chief,

-

, @&@é

84Ce291/2/164
-
7 1e 18te Julye
J“a‘ ‘I’S i
)
2e
3-. Lthe Julye
Lie 5the Julye
5. 9th| J'U.l?-
Glr 10the July.
Te 16the Julye
: Be 17the July.

18the
22nd.e
15 23rde
1he 24the
154 27the
164
17 29the

Julye.

Julye

Julye

Julye
Julye

.]‘uly.

-
af 2

East Indies Statione.)

2t dos [ 7/ wss
[ s
5 5  SECRE N
E.I.3203/ H-H-A.B--"MMIA"I)‘ 7
21, O9the Auguﬂ:b, 19‘41-
S AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH
P NAVAL BOARD,

WAR DIARY « JULY 1941
HoMe.AeS."Australia" was escorting Convoy US11A,
consisting of "Queen Elizabeth" (Commodore),

"Queen Mary" and "Aquitania" to Frementlegsand
Trincomalee, and had passed to Southward af
Tasmania during the previous nighte.

Convoy was formed in the order "Aguitania", "Queen

Elizabeth" "Queen Mary" in line abreast port to

starboard, and "Australia" sereened from visibllity
distance ahead. ( 7-8 Miles by day, 1-2 Miles by
night,.)

P.M. Ships anchored in Gage Roadse.

AsMe “Australia" proceeded into Fremantle Harbour.
Pollo Convoy and Escort proceeded for Trincomalee,

remaining in single line for the night after
glearing the Searched Channele

AJM. Convoy formed Line Abreast as before.
AJM. Ships arrived at Trincomalee. "Australia'

secured alongside the 0il Jetty in China Bay, and
"Ooueen Elizabeth" and "Queen Mary" anchored in the
Harbour, and "Aquitania" just outside the Boome

Commodore of Convoy transferred to "Agquitania".

P.M. BEscort and Convoy proceeded, the final
destination of the latter being Suez, "Australia"
was to receive further orders whilst on passagee
"Australia" led the Convoy in Eﬁngla line during
the night whilst rounding Ceylon.

Aolde Convoy joined Line Abreast in the order-
ueen Elizabeth", "Aquitania", "Queen Mary" from
Port to Starboard, and "Australia" resumed her

previous screening positions.

P.Me HeM.S.Caledon was met in position 12 degrees
North, U5 degrees 05 minutes East, and assumed

escort of the Convoye "australia" parted company
and secured in Aden Harbour before darke

PMe H.M.A.S.Perth arrived from the Red Sea,
fuelled, and proceeded againe
Polle HeMeS.Ilex arrived.

Flag Officer, Red Sea, Rear-Admiral R.H.C.Halllfax,

C.B., inspected the Ship's Company at Divisions,
and attended Divine Service on boarde

Pree French Sloop Savorgnan De Brazza having reporie
being attacked by a submarine in the Gulf of Tajina,
Anti-Submarine Patrols were put into operatilon off
Adene

tpustralia's" aireraft carried out dewn and dusk
patrols to seaward of the Searched Channele

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIGT1073233



%

oQ- S.Ce 291/2/164 (2)
| @ 184 29the Julye Aoll Greek Destroyer Spetsal arrived.
cont.
19 ( ) Poll. H.M.S. Formidable arrived and fuelled.

20¢ 301}11- JUlYe AJile HeM.S.Formidable salled.

/2.,,4‘;.;»/

CAPTAIN.
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Commonwealth of Australia = R -
? \ s
Bepartment of Hefence «4..E'dﬂ24£;/ca/{4{**mfu

v Ruyal Auatraltan Nan
RererENcE No.. B.alls.. 297/2/16 g y
ol OY H.M.A.S. "AUSTRALIA",
i 2 : A/’ 7th September, 19141.
The Commander-in-Chief, ,/7/; ' Q@ﬁf
: Bast Indies. "Jﬂ' Fgis

ﬁ/

a
_.J

WAR DIARY AND\REPORT OF PROCEEDIHGS F'OR AUGUST

With reference to my predecessor's letter 8.C. 291/2/16,
of 9th August, 1941, the War Diary and Report of Proceedings of H.lM.A.S.
"AUSTRALIAM" for the month of August, 1941, together with a detailed >
report of operation KEDGEREE are forwarded for informatione. s

2 e It is requested that one copy of the above may be forwarded |

o the Secretary, Ausiralian Commonwealth Naval “Boari,, Navy Office,

IMe lb OUuIrIic «

S e .

-

CAPTAIN. rj
II_- ‘-’3
E39/E , T o 1287 ASEOE !
THE SECRETARY TO THE AUSTRALIAN oomonwmm'ﬁmj

e | — R s st B e e S
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SiE._ 297/2/16. HeMeA.S. "AUSTRALIA",
. ? 7th September, 1941,
: g eﬂ
c = .Ja WAR DIARY - AUGUST, 1941.

1e 18t Auguste. HeMloA.S., "AUSTRALIA" was at Aden, waiting to escort
convoy SW 8 comprising transports DUCHESS OF BEDFORD
(Commodore) and ORDUNSA from Berbera to lMombasae

2e P.M, HeM.A.S8, "VOYAGER" and H.M.S. "ANSON" arrived.
3¢ 3rd August. Convoy SW 8 was ordered to assemble at Aden, as

ORDUNA required fresh water.

l}o AdJlls DUCHESS OF BEDFORD arrived.
P.lle HeMeSe "LEAI\TI}ER" arrivede.

(%))
-

I"'d
=

Carried out High Angle firings off Aden.
6. ULth August. AsMs HeM.S. "LEANDER" sailed.
T o 5th August. HelleSe "EXETER" arrived and H.M.S. "ANSON" sailed.
8. 6th August, ORDUNA arrived end H.M.S. "EXETER" sailed. :
| P.M. Salled for llombasa, escorting Convoy SW 8.

Se "AUSTRALTIA" screened from visibility distances
shead by day and by night.

104 7th August. P,M. Passed tqrnugh Socotra Channel.

y

™

11 13th.Auguﬂt.h A.M. Passed H.M. Ships "HERMES" and "ENTERPHISE"
¥F Mombasa uuﬁwardjbuund-

- <
I e =

124 "AUSTRALIA" followed convoy into Mombasa, proceeding é
- to an anchorage in the stresm after fuelling alongside.

13 - HeleS. "HAWKINS" arrived.
1114 14th August. H,M.S. "HAWKINS" sailed escorting Convoy SW 8.

45. Captain G.D. Moore, R.A.N., relieved Captain R.R, i

| Stewart, R.l., in command. i
! _ * 1 >
| 16, 15th August. P.M. Proceeded for Durbsh in accordance with :
g

{ Commander-in-Chief, East Indies' orders.

17« 16th Auéust. Further orders received from Comnander-in-Chief, Rast ™
sIndies, for an operation in South Indian Ocean, -
whieh.wera'hnwever subsequently supersedede. -

!
.

18. 17th Auguste. Proceeded for Durban at best speed in accordance
i with Admirgliéy's instructions.

| 19. 18th August. P.M. Arrived Durban, and embarked Boarding Parties
and Prize Crews.
20 H.M.S. "HAWKINS" arrived. .j§

&

s 19th Auguste Proceeded to endeavour to intercept a Vichy French
Convoy en route from Tamatasve homewards, being

| assisted by H.M.S. "HAWKINS", five South African "

| Seaward Defence Force Whalers and South African 5 -

Air Force Reconnaissance Aircraft.

224 2Hth Aupguste. Operation abandoned at sunset, interception not
having been effected.
Proceeded for Durban.

: 23- 281311 Ilug,'llﬂ‘b. Arrived Durbane.

!
i
"t-:'d'J-l—u.-..---i.ft.- bl Al

—

v
e

CAPTATN.

o
|
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e . Oommonmealih of Australia
» 2 eeoe ?g};ﬂﬂmm of @Bfem'z

-

RerereNce No.3.e.(e.. 5.13/ 2/ 16 Bnyal Auﬁtrahan Nany

@o/manaer-in-chi ef,

EAST INDIES.,

HeM.A.S. "AUSTRALIA",
6th October, 1941,

oo fiy
_ il

WAR_DIARY AND(REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR SEPTEMBER, 1941)

The War Diary and Report of Proceedings of H.M.A.S.

"AUSTRALIA" for the month of September, 1941, are forwarded for
information.

2o It is requested that one copy of the above may be
forwarded to the Secretary, Australian Commonwealth Naval Board,

Ill/ Navy Office, Melbowrne, -

T SECR]:.TARY T0 THE AUSTRALIAN.
* COMMONWEALTH NAVAL BOARD. .-*“";

-
‘ ‘ - '3
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vele 312/2/16. H.M.A.S. "AUSTRALIA",
6th October, 1941,

WAR DIARY - SEPTEMBER, 1941.

1, 1st September. H.M.A.S. "AUSTRALIA" was at Durban, awaiting orders.

2e 2nd September. P.M. Proceeded to rendezvous with H.M.S. "EMERALD"
to relieve her of the escort of S.S. "CITY OF
CANTERBURY" from Mombasa to Durban.

Se 5th September, 0700, Relieved H.M.S. "EMERALD" in position 15° 55' S,
400 50' E.

4, Escort of CITY OF CANTERBURY was conducted from
convenient V/S distance ahead.

5. 6th September. 1835, Passed H.M.S. "CARTHAGE" in position 21° 35' 8,
36° 55' E, who took over the escort.

6e AUSTRALTIA proceeded for Durban.
Te 7th Septenber, P.M. Arrived Durban and fuelled.
Be 8th Septenbere. P.M. Proceeded to escort Convoy C.M. 18 to the

vicinity of Perim. Convoy consisted of MAURETANIA
(Commodore) and NIEUW AMSTERDAM, and its final
destination was Suez.

Oe Escort was conducted from convenient V/S distance
ahead.

10. 14th September., P.M. Passed through Socotra Channel.

=

11. 15th September. 1930, Parted conpany from convoy abreast Perim, and
proceeded for Aden.

12. 16th September. A.M. Arrived Aden.
H.M.8. "NUBIAN" and "ISIS" in harbour.

13. 18th September. H.M.A.S8. "LISMORE" was berthed, alongside AUSTRALIA.
14, 19th September. French Sloop SAVORGNAN DECBRAZZA arrived.
| 15. 20th September., P.M. H.M.S. "NUBIAN" and "ISIS" sailed.
| 16. 21st September. A.M. H.M.S. "JUPITER" arrived and sailed.
P.M. SAVORGNAN DE BRAZZA sailed.
H.M.S. "CORNWALL" arrived.

17, 22nd September. M., H.M.,A.S8. "LISMORE" sailed.

v

18. 23rd September. A.l. AUSTRALIA and CORNWALL shifted berth to Outer
e “Harbour. _

19. H.M.S. "EXETER" arrived with a convoy, berthing _
in Inner Harbour. 5

20e A.M., Carried out sub-calibre firings at pattern VI
Target, 4" and close range firings at R.A.F.
Drogue.

P.M. Carried out full calibre reduced charge firing

at Pattern VI Target.

21le 24th September. A.M. CORNWALL sailed,

22 = 1019, Proceeded to escort Convoy S.W.9 to Durbane.
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OF PROCEEDINGS FOR !J_i!h!.:_-.?

Q/‘T"ML i "zhnlnnhrvandmc Morrmdhpor
o n.n.a.a,uam.n* for the month of Oetober, 1%1. are. tornrm |
ror nrmtm. - .

' ' o -’_Ith ummtma ortheabmmbg'

' rmardod to the aoeretu-y, Autmlm cmalth Hml Board.
Navy orruo, hl‘bm- = ¢ :

é pa >

Ve

(SGD) G.D.MOORE - i
S QepReatie i
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2. HN.8.,"NVENGE™ was in hardowr and dooked 7.M.
S« Urd Ootdber, H.0M.3,"2FULSE" arrived, escorting a convay.
4e Tth Oeotober, N.E.5,."MEPULSE" sailed, ecscorting a convey.
e Pth Dotohers  Procecoded for Aden, escoriing convey CU

In position 22° o' n.mn’-"

Se ilth Cotaber.

report of baing steyved
~ooetvol ""'"’&'-‘ME:‘:“

S IR

i— heard fram ‘m-
s.::é'-"" REERETE.
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- 10e 16%h l.l.a.-rw
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13, 17th Ceteber. “mum

14 uum Destination al W
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mmm'
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19, 26th October. Anchored off Port Louis and fuelled
tish Anmbassador”, .

(SGD.) G. D. MOORE
' CAPTAIN.

e — —
—
o L
e =
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- s awmas,  MOST SECRET

' i il - = . il b ol

“&" U aAAL A (. MJ ij],;_/u}
mmmmncpmermmorna S, -t
"AUSTRALIA"™ for the month of Novenber, 1941 are rmﬁ for information.

2e It is requested that one copy of the above may be
forwarded to the Seeretary, Australian Commonwealth Naval Board,
Navy Office, Melbourne.

(SGD.) G. D. MOORE
Ceptain,
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- 28th Noverber,

14th Yovenber.

ioth Hmmm.

i8th Mﬂl‘u

27th Hoverber,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

 "AUGTRALIAY arrived at Kerguelen

tion as
10th m“' iﬂﬁ.

Gerried oul Host Decret Recunnaissance of
“Tsland,

P11, Proceeded for Durbans
P.M. Proceeded for Bast London,

YLorbo mnﬁu mm

Mmummmmumumm-nat.

Assistance was .'EMO& the Naval arricm-imp |

in the mmwum nﬁ’ aurvivm of the

Morwegizn Glogmship "THOREZAGE LUND", which sank
u tht result of an explosion.

of'f the Hatal
hﬂ. H Mo A8, "AUSTRALIAY acted as t for a
reconnaissance exercise by sh aireraft

mhtmmmmmmm
earrying ocut dummy borhing rums.

AsM. Arrived Siconstown, and entered Dry Docke

— i ol - 2
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\ J‘OQ_G. 7' #35 ._I_'Ia'
= ek N .u-f";}
No.  A.F.951/1141/30. Date 24th December, I9Hfe——— Wl %:‘
SUBJECT :
"'ft
.-"'-f 1
) WAR DIARIES - H.M.A. SHIPS.
M" FORMER :
ENCLOSURES:
Ho Mo As - War Diary for month of December, 1941, |

- War Diaries for months of August,
September and October, 194l.
3¢ H.M.A.S. "PERTH" - War Diaries for months of August, Septdqmber,
October, November, December, 1941, and
| January, 19“-2-
4e H.M.A.S. "CANBERRA" =~ War Diaries for months of October, Novgmber,
De}igmher, 1941, and Jenuary and Februapy,
1942, '
5¢ HoeMsA.S. "ADELAIDE" =~ War Diaries for months of Mgust, Sepjember,
October, November, December, 1941, and
January, February, March, April and
May, 194L42.
6e HoeMeA.S. "WESTRALIA" - War Diaries for months of August, Septgmber,
October, November, December, 1941, and
Jenuary, February, March and April, 1942.
7. HoM.A.S. "MANOORA" -= War Diaries for months of August, Sepigmber,
October, November, December, 1941, and
January, February, March and April, 1942.

8¢ HeM.A.S. "WARREGO" - War Diaries for months of August, Septgmber,
October and November, 1941.
9 H.M.A.S. "SWAN" - War Diaries for months of August, Sept¢mber,

October, November and December, 1941.
10 H.M.A.S. "WARRNAMBOOL" Wer Diary for month of March, 1942.

The Secretary,
Naval Board.
i

/ Forwarded for the information of the Naval Board.

It is regretted that, owing to an oversight, these
=) domzmenta were not forwarded at an earlier date.

JM@"

5 Office of the
Commander, Task Force Ll. REAR-ADMIRA
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. . NCLOS! INO. Jn | O }?F 75///4"/42@..
o (!lummunmealth nf Auatraha

Bepartment of Befence

i The Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S.MAUSTRALIAY . e

i Date...... 2th Jsnuary, 1942, . . Réference No._ .~
- To. ____The Rear Admiral Commanding.H.M. Australian. Squadron.
Subject. WAR DIARY = Decembery 104l ¢ .

The War Diary of H.M.A.S. "AUSTRALIA" in triplicate
for the period 1lst Decenmber, 1941, to 24th December, 1941 and
the Report of Proceedings for the same period are T Warded herewithe.

\o CAPTALN,

e
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= | HoM.A.S."AUSTRALIA" .

8th January, 1941,
A%

L3
ol W

el

AR DIARY -~ DECEMBER, 1941,

1st December, H.M.A,S,"AUSTRALIA" was undergoing
periodical dry-docking at Simonstowne.
Free French Sloop "COMMANDANT DOMINEE"

arrived,

Friday, 5th Decembers A,lM. Dock floodedand ship fuelled when
water borne,
P.M., "COMMANDANT DOMINEE" sailed.
H.M.,A,S.,"AUSTRALIA" carried out H.A.
Firing at drogue target in False Bay, and
proceeded towards Fremantle on completion
on route ordered by the Commander-in-Chief,
South Atlantice.

Sunday, 7th Deceniber, Hostilities commenced against Finland,
~ Roumania, Hungary and against Japane.

Thursday,l11th December., Proceeded for Fremantle direct, in
accordance with Australian Commonwealth
Naval Board's orders, with all convenient
despatche Fuel did not permit of
proceeding "with despatch",

Wednesday,17th Decenber, A.,M, Arrived Fremantle and fuelled.
. P,li, Proceeded for Sydney with all despaltch.

Sunday, 21st December. A.,M. Arrived Sydney and refuelled,
P,M, Instructions received from the Rear
Admiral Commanding H.M, Australian Sguadron
to await his arrival at Sydney. >

| Wednesday,24th Decenber. A,M, H,M.A,S,"CANBERRA", wearing flag of

1 The Rear Admiral Commanding H.M, Australian
| Squadron, H.M.S. "ACHILLES" and H.M.A,S.

L "PERTH" arrived,

| 1130 Flag of the Rear Admiral Commanding
H.M. Australian Squadron transferred to
H.M.A.S."AUSTRALIAY. ¥

CAPTATN,

i Teag® o
A =" = e — e e S —— e
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H.M.A.8,"AUSTRALIA".
8th January, 1941,

Mondsy, 1st December, H.M.A. s. "AUSTRALIA" was

dwpgtm

A.{"MMMMMIHM

é “"COMMANDANT DOMINEE" sailed.
«M.A,.S,"AUSTRALIA" earried out H.A,
Firing at drogue target in False Bay, and

procecded towards Fremantle on letion
on route ordered by the cmmﬁmur.
South Atlantiec.

Sunday, 7th Decenber. Hostilities comnenced against Finland,
’ Roumania, Hungary and against Japan.

Thursday,11th December, Proceeded for Fremantle direct, in
accordance with Australian Comnonwealth
Naval Board's - with all convenient
despateche Fuel not permit of
proceeding “with despatch",

Wednesday,17th Decenber, A.M. Arrived Fremantle and fuelled,
P.M. Proceeded for Sydney with all despatich,

. Arrived Sydney and refuelled.

Iutruﬁmnrﬂimrrumm
m . iA“tﬂlin,ﬂm

to await his arrival at Sydney.

H,M.A,.S,"CANBERRA" wearing flag of
© Rear Admiral C H.M., Australian
m H.M.S. "ACHILLES" and H.M.A.S.
"PERTH" arrived.
Flag of the Rear Admiral Commanding
.M. Australian Bq;ndm transferred to
H.M.A.S."AUSTRALIA

Sunday, 21st December,

Wednesday, 24th December,

\Cqd) H. B, FARNGONB,

CAPTAIN.
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