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. (Letter from Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S. "BANG&L&E,
Ref. B/RP 15 dated 27th Novemberj, 19L5)4 &

- Ty TR L T o e

ACK. BY .81 "fg
2 neg 1945 HEPORT OF PROCEEDINGS; NOVEMBER, 19)
il | Hol.A.S. TBANGALOW NS
INIT i _' N, IT v
Be S.3880/250/233

The Secretary,
INAVAL BOARD.

Forwarded for the information of the Naval Boa rd
in accordance with Navy Office letter 589/201/9L1 (053065)
dated 23rd October, 194l

.ﬂ

/. -
/" A/Rear-\dniral.

Office of Flag Officer-in-Charge, N.S.W.,
Naval Base Headquarters,

Potts Point, Sydneye
11 DEC 1943
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Commontwealth of Fustralia

e

FAE GPIDER i (0H CE |

Bepariment nf The Naby.

—

Roypal Qustralian Nabyp.

From ... .Commanding Officer HMAS "Bangalow' .. . ..
Date......... 27th Novenber,45........ Reference No.. B/BRIND. i i
' i RN L etary  Navad Board throuch Flag Officer 1o
il enaicide C§ToFot g s
Subject Copies.to.. . Depuby. Ghisf of Ll e Naval Stalfl "
Officer in Charge, Hydrographic Bureau
Naval Officer in Charge, New wulnea.
Report of Proceedings.
!
Submitted.
5th Nov 15C0 Completed coaling - =
1630 shifted back alongside wreck, 0ld Govi. Waarf,
Rabaul. |
6th Rabaul
Tth 0535 Gagt off and proceeded. Followlng passengers
embarked for passage to Mainland. B T
Gorporal Huches AsI.Fs and 5 Naval ratingss
8th Proceeding Milne Bay
oth 1330 decured alongside No 4 berth Ahloma. Taking Felle
10th 0600 Cast off and procceded.
11th Proceeding Townsville
12th N "
1 3-1:'1.1 i L1
14th 0620 Secured no 6 berth, ITownsville.
IO gommenced coa..ng
1200 Completed coalinge.
1320 Shifted alongside hulk "shandon"
15th 0830 Shifted alongside New Waart
1,0aded stores and empty Acetylene cylinders.
Embarked Lighthouse lechanic Quantock.
{500 Cast off and proceeded.
16th U515 gstopped off Echelby I:land. Inspection of 1light.
1230 ‘Stopped off Coppersmith Rock. Ingpection of light.
17th 0820 stopped off Bailey Island. Ingpection of light.
1242 Stopped off Flat Top Island. Inspection of light.
18th 0515 Stopped off nigh Peak Island.
0620 dnable o land. Froceeded O Brisbane.
19th rroceeding Brlighane.
20th 0810 secured Railway Coal wharf, south siisbane.
13CC Conmenced coaling from barges . *uie——-
218t 1400 Completed coaling. / 2 9 NDV1945
1420 Cagt off \ N
1520 Secured Newstead wharf. ‘iw i
BN E Y ™
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Bt 6339

@mﬁmnnmmlth of ustralia
Bepartment of The Naby.

ﬁupal Qugtralian HNabvy.

70 s, ... e e Reference No........B/RE. 15 continued.
{ ly: SRR s - et 5,
Subject ... e St S . . N, e i
2
22nd Noy pvigcharged all empty cylindersg. o
Loaded Victualling sitores for Sydney.

1235 Cast off and proceeded.
23rd Proceeding Sydaey.
24th 2200 Secured to No 9 buoy, Bydieys

Pine weather wasgs experienced on the voyage from Rabaul to Sydney.
The Japanesgse coal salvaged at Rabaul, in the form of brigueties, was
found to be the best coal obtained since the departure of tThis vegsel from
A% Toynsville, a mechanic from the Uommonwealill scrvice was embarked
and lights were ingpected by him as reguested by the Commonwealih
Lighthouse Service. Belng unable to anchor, this necegsitated drifting
around while inspectliones were being made and steaming slowly at nignt To
£il1l in time. Fortunately the weather as fine and all landings made
except at aigh Peak Island, where the motor boat was lowered but the
swell running made a landing hazardouge.
At Brigbane all empty ALcetylene cylinders were landed including 18
loaded at Towneville Ior the Commonwealth Lighthouse Service.
11 others Lighthouge gtoreg gtill remain ia the ship.
2t is degired to remark on the co=-operation and cervice ziven to this
ghip by the Naval Store Oflicer, Brigbane, and his gtaff. Whilgt
operating in New Guinea waterg he gchipped up essentlal stores and
equipment at the shortest possible notice and in conseguence at 10 time
were operstions delayed.
The ship is badly in need of docking anc refit, The main enzines have
functioned satisfactorily at all times but a lot of trouble has been
experienced with the auxiliaries.
All deck gear has proved gatisfactory and no boats have been damaged or
holed. The latter ig more by the grace of God than good scamanship on
tne part of the coxswalilns. dnfei i —
The shio's company behoved well at all timeeg and worked exeeedingly well
under adverse conditiong. Every endeavour was made by myself and the
Officere to allow them a maximum of recreation and make conditions aboard
ré&& pleasant as posgible. It may be remorked that nothing does more. to
keep them healthy and contented then the bi- weekly beer igsue and it
wag possible to keep up adequate shmpplies during the whole tiwme spent in
WIropical waters. = _ _ _

COMMANDING OFFICER

S dLM

O MAS, BANGALOW

(§) 'y NYE 1 N3
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Bt 4539

A /
Royal Australian Namy.
IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE - - . |
NG,.269/76. L L
NG 269/7 | Office of the N.OaI.C.
g P el New Guines, Madange.
- » | 2 C{
_ 13 November, 1945,
S“ng | % (I / - ;
The Secretary, Naval Board,
Navy Office,
MELBO SeCoele

H,M.A.S. "BANGALOW" -~ REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS -~ OCTOBER, 194D

Forwarded for the information of the
Naval Board,

e o

A/Captain, R.A.N.
Naval Officer in Charge
NEW GUINEA.
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2) f Royal Qustralian Naby.
From .....GCommanding. . Officer HUAS “Rangalow"

Date......... .kt November, 1945 = Reference No...........B(RE. 1%
T0 ot i B QNG ] BOG2d LRTOush

Mmmunmtaltlj of Qustralia
: .:; & Hepartment of The Naby. S E!

sevel OfIiger. Jit:

e

A The Depuby. . Chiel of fhe Nayval Siafls.
Officer in Charge, Hydrographlic Bureau.
Naval Officer in Charge, New Gulinea.

| Report of Proceedingg.

Supbmitted.

| 17th Oct. Proceeding to Langemak under Gow,

Secured to No 8 dock, Langﬁmak. Whilet berthing
Windlass Tound to be defective.

Windlags stripped for gsurvey and repairg o0
large to carry out. No agglstance availlable
from shore.

13th 0700

19th

20th

218t

22nd

24th

28th

20th

30th

1300

1845
1250

1300

1210

Awalting orders.

Took Fresh water. Loaded 12 mark buoys.

Party away to Megim Igland light, Flagher

found defective and new lantern ingtalled. Light
left in good order.

Proceeded to lMadang under Low.

Secured alongside Bello Igland dolphing, Madang.

L.oaded storeg etc. Windlags Eurveyed by Beasge
Encineer. Unable to repair at lNadang,

Cagt off and procceded under LOow.
Proceeding to Rabaul under Gtow.

Seeured alongside wreck at 0ld Govi. wharf,
Rabaul.

C.0« and party awsy to inspect towers and sites
for lights. | | -y

Party awey to Raluana Poeint to eommence
congbtruction of tower. Party away to Matubl
Ialand to chip tower.

Porties away to Matubi Island and Ralunnza Poinb.
Hatubli Island light relit. New lantern and
cylinderg instea alled.

Sundey. Rest day. Even the Jape don't work here
on sSunday.

Parties away. Erecting tower Raluama Folnt,
alnted lMatubl Island Idght.

Party away to Raluana Point. Tower completed.
Batteries and lantern installed. Light 11T,
HAS "Sterna' berthed alongside and loaded with
gear for Cape Gazelles 2 wreck buoys lalde.
Buoys and moorings landed for use of NOIC as
regulred,

I
e = — i
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IN REPLY/PLEASE QUOTE R -

SSECR

Office of N. O.IQCt H" Guinea, 7

Madang,
2 November, 1945,

=g

SECRE |

The Secretary, Naval Board,
Navy Office,

- g < FUK'I" UNR
i . Bl *
. E -y -} W = MM . *

— OCTOBER, 1945 -

H. N

PROGIEED LIV

‘}(fk{ Forwarded for the information of the Naval Board.
2

e
a/Commander, R.A.N.
for Naval Officer in Charge

= ~New Guinea,
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Rogal Australian Namy.
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NG 269/76

Office of N.O.I.C.
New Guinea. Madang.

S E C R E T | 27th September, 1945,

The Secretary,
Naval Board,
MELBOURNE.

*k HelleAeSes "BANGALOW" - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - SEPTENMBER 1945. nkn

Forwarded for the information of the Naval Board.

3 %wﬁ ~—

A/Gapt&in ReAoN o
Naval Officer in Charge
New Guinea.

e

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT10/73256



&€
‘(:S?'

Royal Australian Nab &~

7 QF%
IS o7l - 7- /ﬂf«f

Charge

il

i
Ea ~ IN REPLY PLEABE QUOTE Po—
o YININD M
Fron Comnmanding Officer  HMAS “Banjt "'“?ﬁfﬂﬂs‘r“
th Sept
Date 18th September, 45 Reference hw- m%{ﬁ:ﬂ .'Mm #
To The Secretary, Naval Board through Naval Officer
The Deputy Chief of the Naval sStaff
Officer in Charge, Hydrographlc Bureau
Naval Officer in Charge, New Guinea.
Subjects _Report of Procecdings.
Submitted.,
4th Sept. Binnen Harbour, Madang.
1636 Coal hulk "Rona" alongeldes,
5th 0930 Commenced coaling, native labour.
2350 Stopped coaling for night.
6th 1000 Regumed coaling.
1700 Stopped coaling.
I
Tth 0o00 Resguned coaling.
| 1600 Stopped coaling.
5th 0000 Regumed coaling.
1440 Completed coaling,
| Medlcal Officer approved Commanding Officer resuming
duty ag from next daye .
oth 0615 Slipped from "Rona" and proceeded.
10th 0845 Secured alongside No 8 Dock, Langemalk.
Loaded light buoy and moorings for Dorasi Shoal.
Dischargzed surplus flotation buoys.
Landed 2 ton sinker and moorings for Port Director
for boat mooring. Took Frech waler.
1620 Cast off and proceeded.
11th 0820 Anchored o¥f Eleanor Shoal buoy.
- Buoy lnspected. Flasher changed. Lens replaced.
Buoy in good condition. Sufficient gas t11l 22-11-46,
0932 Proceeded to Eve Shoal
1055  Anchored Eve Shoal. Very heavy rain.
1245 Shifted alonside buoy. Changed lantern. Changed flasher.
Buoy in falr order. Gas sufficilent till 20-4-47,
1410 Proceeded,
1745  Anchored Oro Bay.
12th 0605 Party away to Cape Sinclair Light.
| Sunvalve and one cylinder changed. Ldight in good order,
| sufficlent gas till 6-T7=46,
| 0835 Weighed and procceded.
1300 Anchored Spear Igland.,
Sunvalve and flasher in good order. Not changed.
Sufficient gas till 3-6-
Light leaning slightly to seaward but appears quite
gsolid., Will need rebuilding within two yearsg.
1510  Party returned.

|
Iu
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13th Sept,

14th

15th

16th

17th

18th

0600
C755

1010
1140

1315

1200

1310

1450

1500
1110

0715

1510

1605

1355

Roypal Australian Naby. SGC‘/:P &

c qntinue_@_!_

B 11
2 -

Welghed and proceeded.

Anchored Hall Point.

Ingpected. Light in good orders,

sufficient gas till 23-9-46.,

Tower leaning to seaward bul appears firm. Will need
rebullding within 12 months.

Weighed and proceecded.

Anchored Tufli Harbour.

Boat away with eylinders to front Tufl Lead.
Native labour obtained from ANGAU to assist with
cylinder change.

A1l work complebed. 11 cylinders changed. Structure 1im
excellent condition, Sunvalve and flasgher in good orders
Undergrowth and five large trees cleared o prevent
obgcuration of lightT.

Weighed and proceeded to Maclaren Harbour O gervice
Tufi Rear lead. 25 natives embarked as working party.
Anchored Maclaren Harbour.

Party away with cylinders.

Cylinder change completed. Natives landed for return
to Tufi. Flagher brought aboard for overhaul.

ILight was found out on arrival due to jets of flagher
being carboned up. 10 cylinders were changed. Tower
in excellent condition. Flasher brought aboard for
overhaul and temporary flasher installed.
Sufficient gas 1111 26-6-4T.,

Flagher tested and ingtalled. Welghed and procesded.
Stopped off ¥amxRerfx Stewart Reef. Flagher changed.
Buoy in falr order. Gas sufficient till 20-9-47.
Proceeded to Ham Reef. -
Stopped off Ham Reef. Ingpected buoy. Changed
lantern cover. Gas sufficient t111 27-9-46.

Buoy in falr order.

Proceeded.

Anchored off Pusi Pugl Harbour. Unable to make
Ipoteto Island before dark.

Weighed and proceeded. :

Stopped off Keast Reef. Buoy inspected. Flasner
changed. Very good order.

Gag sufficient till 17-90-47

Proceeded to Ipoteto Island.

Anchored Ipoteto Igland.

3ix cylinders chenged. Gas practically exhsusted and
flasher required overhaul due to acetone from empiLy
cylinders. Flasher brought aboard for overhaul and
temporary flasher installed. Tower in good orders

M agher overhauled and re-installed.

Gas sufficient till 21-10=46

Proceeded to Jackdsw Channel

Anchored Jaekdaw Channel.

Light inspected. Flasher changed. Good order,
Gas gufficient till 6-3-46,

Weilghed asnd procceded.

Anchored Dorasgi Shoal.
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—Bd/RP 11 continued.

S

A1l lights on the North East coast of New Guinea have now been
inspected and serviced as necessary. Mitre Rock, Nussing Island and Meglm Is,
which were serviced a short time ago were observed in passing and found to
be flashing correctly.

A buoy and moorings were loaded at Langemak for laying at Dorasl Shoal
as instructed. When this buoy ig laid it is proposed proceeding to Milne Bay
to load the three damaged light buoys for return to Brisbane.

A1l lightg in the New Guinea area should how have gufficient gas to
last well into the New Year.

No light towers have been painted as all paint drwan in Brigbane has
been used and 1t has not been posgible to obtain any more since leaving that
port.

Flaghers have been changed where pogsgible and otherwlse completely
overhauled if considered necessarys The main cause of flasghers beconing
defective is that the gas in the cylinders has become exhausted or nearly so,
and when this occurs the acetone from the cylinders is discharged and findsg
its way into the flashers.

Weather has been very favourable except for very heavy rain.

: All light and mark buoys were sighted and found to be in their charted
pogitiong., |

Tt is degired to report that every assistance wae rendered by Angau
when serviceing the Tufi Leads, nothing was too much trouble for the Officers
and I should specially like to mention the co=operation of the Officer in
Charge, Captain C.Rich. A.I.F,

Tt is deslired to report that the coal consumption has been considerably
reduced due to the better quality of coal received at Madang. The diesgel
generator has been out of action for the past three months whilet awaiting
spare parte from Brisbane. Thig necessitateg running the steam generator at
all times and does not allow firegs to be banked and steam shut off when in
port or gafe anchorages. This increases the coal consumption considerablye.

After loading the buoys at Milne Bay it is intended proceeding 1o
Port Moresby to replenish bunkersg and thence to Bouganville Reel and Brisbane
ag previously instructed.

A-H IH " is)

"OMMANDING OFFICER

ﬁ{s BANGALOW

],_ii-.'..i"q-
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Every endeavour will be nade to complete the
provi there are few hold ups due to weather it i
thuh be

bad for

CONMANDING OFFIGER | Wi

LiE

H.M.A.S. BANGALO™
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i Pl
,Wmmwltb of Jusgtralia

¥ .Iﬂﬂlarlmmi of The Naby.
1545 “

1 !'1'_ r.- -i.."..'r

Subject

Suboltbods
26th April fomoville. Coaled Fils
a7th Loaded cargo and stores.

Anchored Fitaroy Island. Conditions unsuitable SE 5.
e 1100 Floating mine sighted and ounk by rific £ire.

“Bashon Roaf-

Weighed and proocccded %o Bouganville.Reef.

furned around and peturning $0 anchobage. S8 5 Rough ses.
Anchored Buston Reefe o 4

and

Jrd

Ath

5%h

S%h

A Anchored off Bremer Island. Boats away to land party.

fth | :
Gable parted

| Boats returned.

\ Anchored Dorasi

\N tnable to work
bucy inboarde
Buoy holoted

i
:
3

!

s
!
:

—
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Submitted.

%!

5th September, 45

The Secretar Naval Board through NOIC, New Guinea.
Deput 'UE%'T' oT the Navead E%af-f - )

gouLy s | o2
The Officer in Charge, Hydrographlc Bureau
The Naval Officer in Charge, New Guinea.

From

Date

To

Copies The

Subj eCloe

19th August
Co00
1650

20th |
Oo45
1810

21st 0615
1600

22nd 0400
0815
1000

23rd 1545

ohth 0900
2050

25th 0600

26th 2050

27th C400
1145
1315

28th 0545
0650
1017
1017
1025
1430

1600

/&

Commaending Officer HIAS "Bangalow"

B/RP 10

Reference NO.

Report of Proceedings.

Thursday Island, Main Wharf
Commenced coaling, no assistance from shore.

Completed coalinge.

Awaiting machihery spares from ashore.
Cast off and proceeded.

Anchored Sue Igland. Stréng SE wind.
Heavy rain squallsg. Poor visibllitye.

Weighed and proceeded.

Strong SE winde Ralin squalls.

Anchored Stevens Island. Unable to make
Bramble Cay before darke.

Weighed and proceeded.

Sighted Bramble Cay Buoye. Weather too bad for

servicelng,

Anchored Bramble Cay. Party landed for 1n?pect
on.

Party returned. Weighed and proceeded to

Port Moresby.

Bramble light was in good order. Gas

sufficient to 17=3=47.

Secured Main Wharfe Port ﬂnraaby;

Commenced coaling.
Completed coaling.

Cast off and proceeded.
Moderate head wind and sea.

Anchored Brumer Island. China Straits.
Poor visibilitye. Rain sauallse.

Welghed and proceedede.

Preparing buoy gears.

Anchored Raven Channel.

Boal away to buoys. Weather unsuitable for
1iftiﬂgn

WEiEhEdt

Ramen Channel South buoy hoisted inboard.
Cylinders and flasher changed. Buoy cleaned.

Hoorings and shackles inspected and in good
Gl"‘dEI‘-

Buoy relaid

Proceeded to Bright Island.

Anchored Bright Island. Party away.

Party returned.

The Raven Channel North buoy, electric, was
alight but flashing erratically. A new motor
was installed. The voltage was high and steady.
The previous flasher motor was new three
months and evldently all these flasher motors
are developing the gsame defects.

"
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Aug 29th 0100
0830
1030
1200
1300
1405

30th
1240
1440

31at 0645
| 0840

2nd

3rd

B/RP 10 continued.,

The Raven Channel Soubh buoy{acetylene) was left in good order
with sufficient gas until 17-6-46. The buoy wasg not painted as
gsupplies of paint have been used and no more is obtainable in
thlisg area.

Thies buoy had been reporied ont was burning with low presgure.
Bright Island light had been reported out. The light was
burning gatisfactorily when inspected. The flasher was changed
as a routine matter, lantern cleaned and undergrowth cleared
awiaye Gag sufficient until T-12-45.

Weighed and procccded.,

Stopped off Hastings Igland. Party away.

Party returned, proceeded to Strathord Island.
Stopped off light.

Party away. Looking for anchorage.

Anchored in 41 fathoms 14 cables from shore.
Cylinders changed. Flasher brought back for overhaul,

Flasgsher on tests

Party away to install flasgher.

Party returned. WelbBhed and proceéeded to Bomatu Point.

Hastings Island Light was found in good order. Flasher was
changed as a routine matter. Gas sufficient until 30-5-46.
Strathord Island light, although reported out, was found to De
working well. One new cylinder was installed and a new gas Dipe
fitted. As no glasher of this type was spare, a temporary
flagher was installed overnight and the existing one brought
to the ship, overhauled as necessary abd re=Installed next day.
The light was left in good order with sufficient gas unitil
154456,

Stopped off Bomatu Point. Party away.

Party returned. Proceeded to Waria Patches.

Bonatu Point Light was out but the flasher functioning normally.
No reagon for fallure. Flasher was changed and light lefv in
good ordere. Gas until 16-6-46,

Apparantly the light had been blown out by hatives. The natliwve
village constable was interrogated but denied any knowledge.

He was instructed to keep a watch on it. This matter was
reported to Angau at ladang and they advised reporting it at
Port Moresby. ,

18t Sept. 1000 Stopped off Waria Patches Buoy.
1100 Flashe2 changed. Proceeded.
1235 Anchored Matebinagutu Island.
1330 Party and cylinders away to light.
1830 Boats returned and holigted.
2200 Weighed and procecded to Langemak.

Warla Patch buoy was found in good order. Flasher was
changed and lantern eleaned. Gas until 21-11=46,

At Matebinagutu Island the light was buranlng wiih gas
practically exhausted. Four cylinders were changed.

Flagher was changed. Undergrowth cleared away and light left
in good order. Gas until 13-9-46.

0725 Secured to No 9 dock Langemaks

Taking Fresh water.

1300 Conmpleted watering. Awalting arrival of Commander Kennedy

RAN as passenger to Madang.,

1830 Cagt off and procecsded.

1120 Anchored Binnen Harbour, Madang.
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- B/RP 10 continued.

Now that spare flashers have been made availlable, all single flaghers
are being changed. Renewed flashers are overhauled and tested abeard before
re-installation. It ig not practical to change multiple flashers as no
apares are available bubt the flaghers are overhauled as much ag possible with
the time available, :

It was decided to proceed to langemalk for Fregh Water as supplleg are
hard to obtaln at Nadang. |

After departure from Madang 1t is hoped to service all other lights on
the NE coast of New Guinea with the coal carrisd. It will be necessary to
call at Port Moresby to replenish bunkers before proceedlng to Bouganville
reef .

A light buoy will be loaded at Langemak for installation at Dorasl Shoal.

For gomé days prlor to arrival at Madang the Commanding Officer had
been suffering with a severe rash between the legs.

Oon arrival at Madang the Medical Officer dlagnoged 1t as a form of Tenea
and stated it would be neécessary to lay up for some days. Conseguently the
departure of the ship is being delayed until such time as The lledical Officer
permits permits the Commanding Officer to resume his duties, Thig should be
approximately the 9th September.

COMMANDING OFFICER

ﬁ t l ly LIEUT. RA.N.R. (S

H.M.A.S. BANGALOW

i
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Commontwealth of Qustralia. =i
| Bepartment of the Naby.

66 Royal Australian Naby. T
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2L
sos serviced on receiving report that it

%0 be flat due to a direct short and

COMMANDING OFFICER

S & ALM

0 MAS. BANGALOW

LIEUT. RANR (D
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