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- gybject : W KICONNAISSANCE 'O AHOE AND BANDA ISLANDS

- + 21 Q0T 454 | ?;
HelloA e3¢ "KRAIT slipped moorings and proceeded to gea in accordance with f’
NOIC'S slignal 040640Z at 1600I 4th October 1945, / | i)

Heavy weather was encountered as soon as we clearéd ANBONe A SE wind force
6 and a heavy sea running made conditions on board most uncomfortableo, :
' At 1500 hrs next day S5th we closed BANDA  ISLAND and at 1600 I moors
ed to KPM Dbuoy NAIKA, for the nights .- |
From enguiries made ashore 1t was learn that a Javanese doctor na:meé
Dre Ho SOEWARNO YJOKKOWAKDOJO was head man /o He spoke English and upon his
¢ invitation we visited his house that evaniz@. It was qulte a formel affais,
i the local police guard being lined up at Athe Kesldency and the doctor had .
| all his district chiefs there and presentéd them to use il
< He was able to supply the following information which tallied with g
' independant enyuirfdé@ made among the nativese | ¢
le There are no Japanese on the island/now. A
<e¢ There were 17 Japs stationed there /under X}t = 2gt, acting as coast ;
watchers, but had departed for Amﬂoﬂfnn.ﬂuguat 20 19405, | e
Se¢ There are 80 drums (44gal) of g¥viation spirit left by the Japanese on '
the island, | / 1
4o 22=200lb Jap aerial bombs were docated in cases in the old forte o
Pe Particulars of an Allied airman's grave which was vigited and phntﬂgrapﬁ[
ed are as follows := / Y
et AR AL Gp TOWNSVILLE A
Plane/KITTYEAWK Co=b5b4
g Englne loe A449060
| - Crashed 10/1z/44 |
| These detalls have been handéd to RAAF Pw Location Unit Officer,
| “6s The population of BAIDA JSLAND was approx 6000 who were mostly engaged
in peoduction of nutmeg and/ other spices, Apprex 500000 Guilders aonuelly ™
were exported prior to ward Christian and liohammedan being about 50-50 in
proportions In these islands the feeling between them does not appear as
biltter elsewhere, ’ - ;

The docrok explained to ne pending Instructions from NICa he is
acting as the Town magistrate, During the Japanese occupation he was called
%?ﬂgltﬂ act in a medical capacity for them and stated they interferred very

t Ep ; .

The penpleappeafffairly'well clothed but are very short offood,
The entire pupqiatimn turned out to greet and bid us farewell putting
on quite a show. / |
loorings were /slipped at 1000 hrs 6th, and we proceeded to sea sett
ing course for DOBO ﬁhrnugh passage beltween WATABOELOG and KaI ISTAND Gpse
Heavy weather was again experienced during that afternoon and during the
night ‘we shipped some heavy seas which saturated she sleeping quarters .
and damaged the wireless and survey equipmenty The wireless was dried out
but difficulty was/experienced in making contact with AMBON and it was not
until the night off 14th that contact wasmade,
Arrived ¢ff DOBO at 080845 I and shaped course for entrance and
| at 101lb secured ongside jetty. Proceeding ashore immediately we made
| contact wilith th¢ Japanese. They had received no sdvice &8s to our Intended
arrivale DOBO is/not their Hw there belng only 55 personnel on the isiand.
The AKOE ISLAND /| Hy are situated at DOKUB BAKA, a nine hour barge journey
awaye The Japangse have a small pedal wireless at DOBO and imnediately got
in touch with their Xy and n xt mornimg the Amea Commander Col SAKAI, zlst
Infantry z Bn, [enquiry officer and Interpreter arrived. He was of the
Impression that$ we had arrived to take over, our mission was at once ex-
plained and understood by him. |
He haf with bhim the various plans and charts of the Area giving
dispositions of defences, minefields, etc., which I took overe. & list 3 3
attached showing the material taken over by me and handed to Col COSTELLO
on H.l.A.5. GYMPIE at DOBO on the 14 Octe after inspection of dumps and
defences at DOBO a party of six from Holl oA eS¢ “KnnIT- including myself
and togethen with Col SAKaI and his staff proceeded to DOKA BAIx by barge.
It 1s seven hour run to mouth of the SEIWATU RIVEK and from there to their
- camp jaggg_isiapprux.a two hour journey,
S river though wide 1s totally unsuiteb :
as there is a sand barggt the mouth. < e o but e

| Arrived at the Hy Jetty ay 091645 I transport in thie shape of a

. ftruck and a jeep were waiting and took us to camp. rm -
| Journey to all areas but the umps and the arms an _aglg'p Eiéisi dwni?;c. Px?%f‘é‘é’tﬁ'a :
. = 54 o e e A BT -

- - T = T - il e ey il -".: -—"'—"'\-u.u—-
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| “+ the campe The fleld guns at the time of Inspection had not been
| Tro. Med so instructions to do so were glven and carried out accordinglye
Q2ficerts swords, blnoculars and precision instruments were taken over and |

A

“swbsegquently placed on board H.i.a .S “GYMPIE"e | |
! The Japanese had prepared quarters for Aust army personnel,

gufficient for o0 at Hy and 100 at DODOe 7

The minefield on Sw coast of TRANGAN ISLAND between TUGOU
NGADOKDAMLU and MExUx & contact type. It 1s consideéred by the Japanese to
‘be inoperatiwe as attempts were made to blow the/minefield up without
successe. and many are buried deep in the sande 1 electrical circults
heve been cute There are two Naval type 5.5 gihd mounted in this area the
breaches of which have been removed by the lgvy and taken to KAl

During the evening the Japs set/up a w/T set upon which we
endeavoured to contact NOIC ANBON but without success. There w/1 set in
DOKU BAIA is capable of raising Kal or D@BC but any message for AMBON 1s
relayed through KAL H<e

we were away at O61l5 nex
river to rendezvous with ~KnHAIT+ a®

morning and returned to mouth of
00 hrs. On arrival we were unable To
locate the vessel and so0 proceeded shore to DODO as previously arranged
in case of late arrival of elther Itye |
we arrived ab DOBC at 100 10th Oct, boarding "Knall" next
morninge after spending night at /the Jap camp in DOBO. Bitter feeling
exists ﬁatween native and Christlian and Nohammedan populatlion. There
were incidents of violence eve day, fortuneately not of & ma jor nature,
although on two occasions the siltuation appeared as 1ff serlous conseguences
might arise  The Japanese appealed to us to help as the Christiang would
not obey there orders and they were unable to enforce them there belng
only three rifles in the cafipe The general impression galned was that
the Japanese definately haye had the war and were most anxious to carry
out the terms of surrende¥, and were cooperating as fully as they knew
how and were afrald lest /an incedent occur,
On loth H.iA .S, GYMPIE arrived at DOBO with Col COSTELLO
and party aboard, and pfoceeded To DOKA Baia To 1lnspect the Jap He The
ship returned to DOBO jext morning and a conference was held ashore with
the Japanese and the rious village chiefs. when the polécy and |
Instructions were given . B
Contact by w/T was made Monday night eith NOIC ANBON for the
first time and instructions were given for "KxalT" to return. Slipped
\ and proceeded am sday and arrived AMBON 1818501,
LT. TANJEK'S Survey party were unable to complete thelr task
owing to thelr igdtrumenits bLelng damaged by sea waler, Japanese lnstru-
ments were obtalned at DOKA Darn, but proved unsuitable.

<A 1iAt of names of possible Japanese collaborationists has k
been obtained and was handed to NICA Officer, a copy of which will be
forwarded

f/ ' ﬁ;ll!i.!iil!iuﬁllﬂ LT-
f HoA ol oV olt,
/
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY,

MINUTE PAPER

H.M.A.S. %‘6 :

RE POR‘I‘ OF PROCEEDINGS.

Pgegs S 79A 5.
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HeTe 0600/69.

The Secretary,:
HAVAL BOARD,

Submitted for the information of the Ilaval Board.

A/C

Kaval Offic

Ny R.A. K.
-in=-Charge, Darwin,

Haval Headquarters,
DARWIER, . P
17th.August, 1945,

N

m ' /
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: Naval Board, thruugh Naval Officer in Charge, DARWIN.
Commanding Officer, H.M.,A.S. Krait.

SUBJECT @ 'Repurt of Proceedings - lonth of July, 1949.

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

DISTRIBUTION.
Naval Board.

Sec, Naval Board.
§.0.1.C. DErwsl.
S-H;O- $ S‘IRID'.
NlLiO’l ] SlRlDﬂ
Ship Copy.

: 2nd, August, 1940,

The Main Engine was run for a total period of 23045
hours during the month. Of this total, 219 hours were
occupied under way during gunnery practice to seaward and in
carrying out S.R.D. Operation No. 17.

No trouble has been experienced with the engine but it has
now completed more than 500 running hours and an overhaul was
commenced on the 29th, July. It 1s anticipated that this work
will be completed early in August.

An examination of the Ruston Hornsby 3 H.P. generating unit
the preformance of which proved to be very unsdatisfactory at sea
recently, is now being carried out and it's condition will be
reported on at a later date. |

On 30th. Tuly, 1945 the ship was visited by the DBase
Engineer Officer, H.M.A.S. Melville, the Staff Officer, Coastal
Craft and the Warrant Shipwright, who carried out an inspection
and discussed the ship's list of defects. Arrangements were made
for the docking of the ship on the completion of the main engine
overhaul. ‘

Practice firing of 0.5 Colt Browning guns were carried out
to seaward on the 7th. July, 1945. The results were satisfactory

On 13th. July, the ship proceeded to sea in execution of
S.R.D. Operation Order No. 17, returning to base on 2lst. July.

The health of the ship's company appears to be generally
good and conduct has been satisfactory.

MONTHLY FIGURES.

MAIN ENGINE:-
Running Hours - under way 219
other . 111-5 )

TOTAL 200 e 0
Fuel Consumed 687 Gallons,

AULILIARY ENGINE,
Running Hours 54
Fuel Consumed . 1l Gallons.

m&.:@uu

LR L BN B L B B B R B R B O A O BB B BN B A

Sub/Lt. R.A.N.V.R.

s O = y = : % % :
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(Commanding Officer, H,M,A.S. "KRAIT"'S report dated 2nd July 1945
-  Report of Proceedings -~ lMonth of Juype, 1045, )
| -~ y:

| SR

=

- N.,T., 0600/69,

NAVAL BOARD,

- Submitted for the information of the Naval Board, Report
of Armament Trials referred to in paragraph 2 above was forwarded 1n
- my memorandum I,T. W16/29 dated 22nd June, 1945,

2e Steps are being taken to improve engineroom ventilation,

A/CAP%%%%EJR A. T,

: Haval Officer-in=Charge, Darwin,
Naval Headquarters,
DARWIN : R Ty

3rd August, 19U5.

W
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- T0. ¢ Navy Board, Through Naval Officer in-Charge, DARWIN,
7R°0M ¢ Commending Officer, H.M.A.S. Krait.
SUBJECT: REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS = MONTH OF JUNE 1945.

DATE : 2Znde July 1945.

(1) The main engine was run for a total peried of 46e¢5 hours

during the monthe Of this total, 39 hours were occuplied under
way during gunnery trials to seaward and exercises at Bathurst
Islande

No trouble has been experienced with the engine and it's
condition 1ls satisfactory.

It 1s considered however that the vantilntiun of the
engine roem ls inadequate under certaln circumstances. During
receht exercises at Bathurst Island it was necessary to accommodate
additional S.R.D. personnel eboard and the only sleeplng space
which could be made avallable to them was over the engine room
hatche The closing of the hatches greatly reduced ventilation
below and it 1s considered that some form of forced draught by fans
or blowers ls essential on such occasions. The existing generating
plant would be unable to supply the lncreased power called for by
the 1lnstallation of exhaust fans, but it 1s considered that this
dlfficulty could be overcome by the fitting of a sultable generator
on the malin engine. ©S+ReDe lMelbourne have been asked to supply the
necessary equipment, 1f possible.

(2) Mounting of the two 0.5 Colt Browning guns was completed on
the 6the June and firing trlials were-carrlied out on the 8the Junes
The results were stalsfactory. To date, the spare parts and -
cleaning gear referred to in Paragraph 2 of the triadls report have
not been received.

e A repaint was completed during the month. Mainsail running
gear was completely overhauled and renewed where necessary. The
starboard water tank which was leaking badly and 1n generally poor
condition, was replaced by a new tank,

(4) On the 5the June a medical inspection of the ship was
carried out and on the 6th, an inspection of stores was made.

(5) On 28the. June, in execution of orders, moorings were slipped
at 2230 IK. and the wvessel proceeded to sea for the purpose of
carrying out beach exercises at the One Tree Polnt, Bathurst Island.

One Tree Polnt wag reached at 0900 IK. 29 June and exerclses
were carrled out during the day and after sunset. The results were
sat isfactory and the ship returned to Base on 30th. June, carrying
out an Independant shoot at drift targets en route.

(6) The health of the ship's company appears to be generally
good and conduct has been satisfactory.
(7) On 22nde June, the ship was visited by Lt. Cdr. P. Scrivener,
ReAeN.VeRs Senlor Naval Officer, Service's Rec. Depte
(8) MONTHLY FIGURES.
, Mein Engine = Running hours = under way 39
o Not under way 7¢5
" TOTAL 4645
O rFICER FUEL CONSUMED 138 Gallse
| v : uxiliary Engine = Running Hours 80
| Fuel Consumed 16 Gallse

JUL - T 1545

DArwWIN

Suh/LT- ReAsNeVeRe
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H M. A, S. "KRAIT" - MONTHLY REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
_ MAY 1

11

N.T.0600/69
The Secretary,
NAVAL BOARD.

Submitted for the information of the ﬁaval Board.

-
L
Jlll.l

A/CAPTAIN, R.A.N,
Naval Offlcer-ln-Charge, Darwin,

Naval Headquarters,

DARW Iy = ! K
13 th we 19“-5 S 4 y 4 ; . r ;? E.r ! ;;
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To : Navy Board, through Naval Officer-in-charge Darwin.
- From : Commanding Officer - H.M.A.,S. KRAIT.

Subject:=~ . REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - MONTH OF MAY 1945,
M
Date: - lst June 1945,

: The Main g¢ngine has been run for a total period of 9% hrs,
maeinly for routine scheck-ups on working parts., Alterations
have been made to the exhaust system and the exhaust which previous-
ly passed through a funnel whose outlet was above the permanent
awning aft, is now discharged over the ships'! side, An extension
pipe has been fitted enabling the exhaust to be discharged under
water when necessary and so reducing exhaust noise to a minimum.

The Auxiliary engine has been run for a total period of
83% hours and continues to give a satisfactory performance.

2 e Llectrical installation was checked over during the month
by the Base staff, The W/T cebin was re-wired and the condition
off the installation now considered to be satisfactory.

S Following receipt of A.C.N.B's authority to mount the

two spare mountings for .5 Calibre Brownings, carried in H.IM.A.S.
"Sea Snexe", the guns and mountings have been delivered to N,A.S.0.
.Darwin for checking over prior to mounting. In the meantime pads
have been fitted to the deck in readiness for the mountings and
the deck-head strengthened where necessary.

4. The health of the Ships' company appears to be generally
good and conduct has been satisfactory.
S, lonthly Figures:
Main Engine -~ Running Hours 9% hours
Fuel Consumption 29 galls
Auxiliary engine- Running Hours 835
Fuel Consumption 16 galls

J%Mcﬁw

TR R E R R R T T T T T T T T

S/LT. R-ﬁ.N-Vlnﬂi

Dist: 8Seec. A.C.N.B.
N.0,I.C, Darwin
N,L,0, BSRD
ShiPS CQPYu
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— To Navy Board, throwgh Naval Officer in Charge - Darwin.

- " From : Commanding Officer - H.M.,A.S. KRAIT

Subject3- REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS ~ MONTH OF APRIL 1945,

| o In execution of previous orders, moorings were slipped at
0?502/10 April and the ship passed the Boom at 0830 Z, prmceed—
ing to sea en route for West Bay.,

2, TLandfalls were made at Peron Island 0100 Z 11 April and at
Cape Londonderry 0905 Z 12 #&pril, West Bay was reached on
13 April and the vessel anchored in Mackenzie Anchorage at 0915 Z.

Se On 14 April stores were transferred to H.M.A.S. Coongoola
and minor adjustments made to the engine.

L, Departed West Bay 2335 Z 14 April but at 0035 Z 15 April the
condition of a rating who had been suffering from Urticaria, had
became so bad, that the ship was put back in order that he could
have propper ”Edlﬂul attention ashore. On return to the anchorage,
he was taken ashore and the ship stood be pending a report on his
condition before proceeding. Advice was finally received that it
would be necessary for him to remain in the RAAF Hospigal.
Arrangements were made for him .to be refturned to Darwin by air as
soon as possible,

5. At 0930 Z 15 April, slipped and proceeded to sea en route for
Darwin, Landfdallsswere made at Cape Londonderry at 0430 Z
16 April Cape Ford CO155 Z 18 April and Point Blaze 0635 Z 18- April., -

AT UQCD Z 19 April signals were exchanged with H.M.A.8, "
"River Snake" off Darwin and the zulf passed the Boom at 0445 Z
19 April, returning to moorings at 50 4. |
| G The llain.engline has been run for a total period of 120 hours

-

during the month, No trouble has been exXperienced
1t's condition is good,.

The Auxiliary engine has been run for 81l: hours and contin-
i ues to give a satisfactory performance,

with 1% and

s The repaint of the hull, reference to which was made in the
report for March, was cumpletcd on 8th April, -

Se Commencing on 23rd April, persongelhhave been undergoing
training in the use and care of the .9 Browning in anticipation
of the mounting of two .5 Brownmings on board.
Qe The health of the ship's company, with the exception of one
- rating, appears to be generally @good. The. conditlion of the rating

referred to has been mentloned previously. IHe has now been re-
admitted to the Naval Hospital Darwin and a report on him by the
Senior lMedical Officer is now awalted.

Uonduct of the Ship's company during the month, has been
satisfactory.

19, LIONTHLY FIGURES :
e Main Engine Running Hours 120

Fuel Consumption | 260 galls
Auxiliary Engine Running Hours 81z

K Fuel Consumption 20 galls

i Stribution:

| Nevy

| Sec llavy Board

Lg NOIC Darwin, NLO SRD "é"é'ﬁ'.&'ﬁ'{r'ﬁ”""” g

e .~ Ships Copy ; = STV P
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4. The %/T equipment has been checked over. It's conditionm
mmmmtlmrwmuMlm. -
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since hm sgharged dut is o%11l receiving treafment as an
| the ship's company has been good.
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