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Headquarters
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BOROKO  PNG

File: 766-~D1-8 5;12' March 1973
766-D1~6

The Chairman
CHIEFS OF STAFF COMMITTRER

The Secretary
DEPARTVMENT OF THE NAVY

For Information: The Flag Officer Commanding, HM AUSTRALIAN FLERT
The Commander, AUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARE AND PATROL TFORCES

REPCRTS  OF _ PROCEEDINGS
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HUAS LADAVA - BEG—go—49) JAN Vil
il Forwarded, . M,
e HMAS LADAVA's report for Dec 77 has been corrected. HQ PNGDF /W
766=D1-8 of 13 Feb 73 refers. In conn:ction with paragraph 4 of this _—

report, the Captain of HMAS LADAVA will be advised that rather than
'post haste' it would be preferable to use one of the classifications of
Speed and power from RI 4256,

(J. W, NORRIE)
Brigadier
Commander
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/z e .~ HMAS LADAVA
4 RESTRICTED at Sea.

31 January 1973,

The Commanding Officer
HMAS TARANGAU.

HMAS LADAVA - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - JANUARY 1973

By,

I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMA
Ship under my command for the month of January 1973. All times
are Zone Kilo (-10).

2 o For the first three days of the month LADAVA remained
alongside at Lombrum undergoing routine maintenance. Then at
1800 en Thursday 4th January the patrol boat sailed for St.
Matthias Island some 150 miles to the northeast of Lombrum.

At 0724 the following morning Friday 5th January, LADAVA
anchored and sent a party ashore to repalr the partially
inoperable radio of the Coastwatcher. It was discovered too
late unfortunately that the replacement brought from HMAS
TARANGAU was also unserviceable, so the original set was re-
installed. LADAVA weighed anchor at 1310 and returned to
LOMBRUM, berthing outboard of HMAS TAE =t g &8 1

L LADAVA remained alongside for the weekend and on Monday
8th Januvery carried out routine engineering maintenance -

ad justment of fuel pump timing and replacement of two fuel
injectors, Then for three of the four remaining &ys of the week
LADAVA worked-up with HMA Ships AITAPE, SAMARAI and LAE, sailing
at 0830 approximately and returning late afternoon each day. At
1304 on Friday 12th January the squadron sailed once more, this
time for the Training Battle Problem; returning to Lombrum at
1615 211 ships secured alongside for the weckend. On the afternoon
oL Saturday t3th January between 1400 and 1600 TADAVA held a |
Families Day, and for two hours steamed around Seeadler Harbour.

4. Monday 15th January saw the PNG Squadron sail at 0910
for "Squadex One, Apart from the usual seamanship evolutions -
OOW manoeuvres, towexes, etc., this exercise was designed to
assess the capabilities of the patrol boats in anti-infiltration
and fishery and remote areas surveillance patrols, in boarding
and searching suspicious vessels, and in maintenance of a ready
capability for civil disaster relief and for search and rescue

at sea. The exercise was divided into four phases <« Phase 1
from 0900 Monday 15th t¢ 1300 Wednesday 17th January, the passage
from Lombrum to Samarai, during which time the squadron pract%ged
the following exercises: OOW manoeuvres, Shadowing, Patrolling

(Dampier Strait), Damage Control, Towing and Blind pilotage.

sreaig D o lBCTSE
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10 At 1315 Wédnesday 17th January the squadron arrived
at Samarai to refuel. By 1700, AITAPE, SAMARAI and LAE had

finished fuelling and sailed for a formation anchorage in‘Pitt
Bay. LADAVA in the mecantime remained alongside fuelling, and

finally Crash-sailed at 1900 for a fisher surveillance exercise -
Phase 2 of "Squadex One'.

6. On transitting the exercise area LADAVA was disguised
as a fishing vessel, and speed was reduced to 8 knots. The
exercise lasted from 2200 to 0600 the following morning Thursday
18th January, during which time LADAVA was not detected; after
an uneventful night the 'fishing Vessel'! rejoined the squadron
at 0900 for further OOW manoeuvres and a boarding exercise. On
completion of this the squadron blind-piloted into Wanatonoli
Bay and anchored at 1610 for the night.

T The following mormning at 0630 Friday 19th January
LADAVA and SAMARAI weighed anchor and proceecded first to Samarai
for fuel then to Alotau for water. Then at 1255 both ships
departed from Alotau and prnceeded to Wari Island to carry out

a Disaster Relief exercise, anchoring there at 1640. The Disaster
Relief Party was landed lmmedlptely and the exercise was completed
by 1800, whereupon LADAVA Shipt's Company repaired ashore for a
banyan, returning on board later that evening at 2200.
8 At 1240 the next day, Saturday 20th January, both
LADAVA and SAMARAI weighed anchor and proceéded to Punawan Island,
holding an emergency fire exercise en route, This entailed for
exercise SAMARAT Ship's Company abandoning shlp, LADAVA going
alongside, boarding and extinguishing the 'fire! This lasgted

for 30 minutes whereupon at 1430 both ships rgaln got underway

for Punawan Island. Arriving there at 1630 parties were landed
and proceeded to scour the island for 'evidence of i%s-usc as

an illegal fishing base?!. LADAVA at this point waks temporarily
detached on a non=cxercise duty to investigate two contacts some
seven miles away; these turned out to be a small schooner and a
lakatoi, both perfectly innocuous. At 1800 both patrol boats got
underway for Phase 3 of "Squadex One", the Operational Readiness
Evaluation.

9. The ORE in turn was split up into two -phases, the first
from 2000 to 2359, and the second from 0200 to 0600 on Sunday 21st
January. During the first phase SAMARAI (OTC) and LADAVA, Orange
Forces, patrolled an area north of, and each side of, Lunn Island
while AITAPE (OTC) and LAE Blue Forces attempted infiltration

from the north. The second phase was gimilar but with the roleées
reversed; LADAVA (OTC) and SAMARAI, Blue Forces, attempted
infiltration of the same area now guarded by LAE (OTC) and AITAPE,
Orange Forces. At 0330 LADAVA detached and proceeded 1ndependently

to investigate an unnamed Sand Cg By 0800 LADAVA had rejoined
the squadron for Phase 4 of "Squﬁﬂex One" - the passage to Port
Moresby.

ees/10. The squadron.
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10. The squadron arrived in Port Moresby at 0630 Mond ay
22nd January, remaining therc for a week. Most of the jJjunior
sailors from all four patrol boats took part in the Redesignation
Parade of the Papua New Guinea Defence Force st Murray ' Barracks.,
In attendance at the parade were the Minister for Defence Mr. L
BARNLRD, Commander of the PNG Forces Brigadier J.W. NORRIE, OBE,
the PNG Administrator Mr. L:W. JOINSOYN, the Chief Minister Mr.
MICHAEL SOMARE and Cheirmen, Chiefs of Staff Committee, Admiral
Sir VICTOR ALFRED SMITH, KBE, CB, DSC. Official calls were
paid on Brigadier J.W. NORRIE, OBE and Captain J. LANCASTER RAN.

Tl LADAVA sailed from Port Moresby at 1200 Monday 29th
January for a patrol off Bougainville, making a stop at Samarai for
fuel at 0530 on Tuesday 30th Jenvary and getting underway again at
0910, 'The patrol boat berthed at Kieta 1600 on Wednesday 31st
January.

24" The material condition of the ship is good, and although
the planned maintenance is not quite up to date it is hoped thet
this will be rectified’during the forthcoming SMP at the end of
February. The health, morale, welfare and conduct of the Ship's
Company is excellent.

y

I have the honour to be,
S

Your Obedient Servant,

VK

(D.P. RICHARDS)
Lieutenant RAN

Commanding Officer

Appendices: A. Steaming Appendix.
B. Monthly Return of Ship Availability
C. Exercisc Appendix
D. Sporting Appendix

- K C “""?"ﬁ_'.ﬁ!(“"‘f[:*ﬁ.
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STEAMING APPENDIX:

(a)
(b)
(¢)
(d)
(e)

Distance gsteamed during the month

Distance steamed since commissioning 97820, 5 Miles
Hours underway during the month 25" Hours
Hours underway since commissioning 1297 Hours
Nights away from base during the month 18 Nights’

APPENDIX 3.

MONTHLY RETURN OF SHIP'AVAILABILITY: Attached

APPENDIX _C.

EXERCISE APPENDIX:
1. Action Stations, 17
2. Leaving ship stations, gl
"3« Emergency stations. i
4, Damage control exercise, 144
5 OOW manoeuvres. -
6. Blind pilotage. ;i
T Formation anchorage, ; i
8. Boarding exercise, 13
9. Towing exercise. 1.
10, Heaving line transfer. 2 iy

APPENDTX _ D.

ING APPENDIX:

SPOR!
Nil.
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NOTES: A, This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon after they reach Navy O0ffice,

B. The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of specilal
interest in those comments,

C., Cilirculation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches,

D, If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above,
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4, AUSTRALIA

PAPUA NEW GUINEA DEFENCE

Telephone 56166

Headquarters

Papua New Guinea Defence Force
Murray Barracks Free Bag
BOROKO PNG

Quote in Reply

. P66aDIB. ...
22 May 73

The Chairman
Chiefs of Staff Committee (1)

The Secretary
——3> Department of the Navy (4)

For Information:

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM Australian Fleet (2)

The Commander
Australian Mine Warfare and Patrol Forces (1)

REPORTS OF PROCEEDINGS
HMAS LADAVA - FEBRUARY, MARCH 1

Te Forwarded.

* 2e In regard to the March report, paragraphs 2 and 3> relate to
unfavourable weather conditions experienced as a result of Tropical
Cyclone MADGE, The cyclone formed as a tropical low in the vicinity
of the Trobriand Islands on Friday 2 March. The weather experienced by
LADAVA and MADANG during their passage between Rabaul and Samarai, as
described in paragraph 4, accords with the ships passing near MADGE
during its formative stages.

De At no time did the Bureau of Meteorology, Jacksons Airport,

Port Moresby appreciate the likely deepening of MADGE and its movement
across the Coral Sea. The weather forecast from this source for the

Coral Sea on Saturday 3 March was favourable and forecasts of adverse

weather were confined to the Normanby-Trobriand Islands area.

b LADAVA and MADANG were returned to Samarai in response to
COMAUSFLI's message DTG 030312%Z Mar 73. Adverse forecasts for the

Coral Sea were not received from the Bureau of Meteorology, Port Moresby
until much later that daye.

Se On return to TARANGAU on 24 Mar 73 LADAVA advised (Signal
DPG 222328 Mar 73) that a total of 19 defects/routine maintenance items
were outstanding. Some of these items could only be dealt with by Base

Staff, however it is felt that a large number should have been attended to
by the ship's staff during the ship's seven day visit to Port Moresby.

—_ _~ y ‘1§f;ﬁﬁ

— (J.W, NORRIE)
c T T s Brigﬂdiar
4 J :'-I.-;.r;l;_ :J' :.*.-.‘.'__ ) s !H-;-.: ._t;_::_. mp -
01%& LiJ I\ S .ﬂ.ﬁg Commander

CONFIDENTIAL
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Q000 0\ TEMAS TADAVA,
., 7 ~ at Rabaul.

28th February, 1973:

The Commanding Officer,
HMAS TARANGAU,

HMAS LADAVA - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS — FEBRUARY, 1973

SiI‘, e

I have the honour to geport the proceedings of HMA
Ship under my command for the month of February, 1973. All
times are Zone Kilo (-10).

2 After the late arrival of fuel LADAVA departed from
Kieta, Bougainville, at 1240 Thursday 1st February. The next
gtop, Inus Point, some 40 miles further up the coast, was reached
at 1545, where LADAVA anchored for the night. Some CW equipment
and relevant paraphernalia belonging to the late Mr Paul Mason
were recovered, and the following morning at 0545 on Friday 2nd
February the Patrol Boat sailed for Gogehi.

3. This was not originally a scheduled stop but: the
parents of one of LADAVA's marine engineers, MED KOUT, were
reported to have been seriously ill, On arrival offshore Gogehi
at 0825, the Executive Officer, SBLT G.F. SMITH RAN, went

ashore with Kout to ascertain the nature and seriousness of the
reported illness, Investigation rewvealed that Kout's parents
were 'on the mend' but had had a severe bout of influenza.

3. LADAVA then proceeded to the island of Sohano in Buka
. Pagsage. This was reached some two hours later at 0956, where
the Patrol Boat remained alongside until late afternoon; a call
was made on the A.D.C. at Hutjena about six miles away by road,
At 1630 that afternoon the patrol boat sailed from Sohano and
proceeded to Gogehi where, at 1725 Kout was recovered,

I The overnight steam to Tanga Islands was uneventful
and LADAVA ancho:ed the following morning Saturday 3rd February .
at 0707, Here the Diving Team disembarked and LADAVA remained
at anchor for the rest of the day. The following morning at
0856 Sunday 4th February, LADAVA weighed anchor and proceeded
to Feni Islands, anchoring there three hours later at 1215. After
calling at the Coastwatcher!s residence (he was absent in
Rabaul? LADAVA remained there overnight, weighing anchor the

- following morning Monday 5th February at 1105 and proceeding to
Nuguria Islands, These islands were reached at 1710 that |
evening, and the patrol boat remained at anchor overnight.

6. The next day, Tuesday 6th February at 0900 anchor was
weighed and the patrol boat got underway for Tanga Islands once
more. LADAVA anchored at these islands from 1640 to 1755 while
the Diving Team was recovered, then proceeded to Rabaul. After
an uneventful overnight steam the patrol boat berthed outboard
of a small oil tanker secured at the fuelling wharf at 0721
Wednesday 7th February. (SO e MO\ e

RESTRICTED ceeee o Ate
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Wi At 1130 the same day on completion of fuelling LADAVA
shifted berth to the main wharf where she remained overnight.
Next morning at 0900 Thursday 8th February LADAVA departed from
Rabaul for Lombrum arriving there midday Friday 9th February,
Here the patrol boat remained for the next four days.

8. Tuesday 13th February at 1100 LADAVA sailed for a
patrol to the north coast of New Guinea, the 975 radar becoming
unserviceable a few minutes after leaving Lombrum wharf, In

the early hours of Wednesday 14th February at about 0300 the
lights of a Japanese fishing vessel were sighted some 10 miles
away. On initial investigation this vessel appeared (1) not

to be licensed, and (2) to be fishing ( by LADAVA's dead |
reckoning navigation) just inside the Declared Fishing Zone, The
boarding of the fisherman to check his position by his own

radar was made impracticable by force 5 winds, therefore LADAVA
proceeded towards the nearest land, Bam Island, an estimated 10
miles away in order to fix visually., An 'immediate’ aign?;
was sent to the Commander, PNGDF reporting the matier. ~Afler:.:r
steaming for 9 miles Bam Island was raised approximately 5 miles
ahead but, because of the inclement weather Epersistent drizzle)
an accurate fix was not achieved until 0600, where after
reconstruction of LADAVA's track it was determined that the
fishing vessel was just outside tne DFZ, Therefore LADAVA
proceeded with her patrol, amending the 'intentions' section

of the fishrep signal accordingly.

9. At 0945 that morning LADAVA, having stopped a local
trader off Bam Island for questioning on Japanese fishing

vessel movements, was directed by signal by COMFNGFOR to g
ascertain whether or not the fishing vessel was inside the DFZ.
LADAVA then returned to the scene some 15 miles away and searched
the suspected area (about 40 square miles) without success,

Then at 1400 the search was abandoned and LADAVA proceeded to
Wewak, anchoring in the harbour at 1853.

10. The following morning Thursday 15th February a call
was paid on the District Commissioner, and then at 0956

LADAVA weighed anchor and proceeded to Aitape with two 2PIR
soldiers on board as passengers. On arrival off Aitape at 1600
it was apparent that the NW'ly swell was too large %o allow a
patrol boat to remain comfortably at anchor there overnight,
therefore a more sheltered anchorage was sought in the lee of
Ali Island offshore from Aitape, That evening a banyan was
held ashore,

11. At 0800 the following morning Friday 16th February
LADAVA weighed anchor and returned to Aitape to determine
whether a dinghy could be safely launched and beached in order
to visit the A.D.C. It was decided that the swell was too '
great for safety, therefore LADAVA proceeded directly to Vanimo,
securing there at 1430 the same day, and disembarked the two
2PIR soldiers. -

PRy toveennee/-LADAA
RESTRICTREY =~ = =
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12, LADAVA remained at Vanimo for the rest of that day and
all of Saturday 17th Febrmary; a call was paid on the District
Commissioner. At 0801 the patrol boat sailed for Wuwvulu,

arriving there at 1535, While I visited ‘the coastwatcher ashore
the Executive Officer steamed the patrol boat out of the bay for
a few manoverboard exercises, returning to pick me up at 1755, |
LADAVA remained at sea overnight in the wvicinity of Wuwvulu Island,
then at daybreak proceeded to the Ninigo Islands.

13. At 1725 on Monday 19th February the patrol boat anchored
in the Ninigo Islands lagoon, and remained there overnight. ?he
following morning at 0800 Tuesday 20th February anchor was weighed
and LADAVA proceeded to the Hermit Islands, arriving there at

1306 the same day. A banyan was held ashore here, and after an
uneventful night at anchor LADAVA proceeded at 0300 Wednesday 21s%
February for Bipi Island at the western end of Manus. After a

few minutes in the vicinity of Bipi Island it was obvious that

the heavy northerly swell would not permit a comfortable anchorage,
therefore LADAVA proceeded to the more sheltered waters of Nares

Harbour, anchoring there at 1800,

14. LADAVA remained at anchor the next day Thursday 22nd
February, generally smartening up the wvessel's appearance. At

0600 on Friday 23rd February LADAVA weighed anchor and proceeded out
of Nares Harbour to join HMAS AITAPE for a formation eniry and
berthing., Both ships berthed at Lombrum at 0920, and remained
alongside until 0600 on Sunday 25th February when LADAVA sailed

in search of a2 missing lakatoi. The lakatoi was later found

gafe and sound at Pak Island some 10 miles away, so LADAVA

returned to Lombrum berthing at 1055,

15. The following day Monday 26th February LADAVA remained
alongside endeavouring to repair the still unserviceable radar -
this was achieved by Base Staff at about midday, and an URDEF

completed signal was sent accordingly. A% 1159 on Tuesday 27Fh
February, a minute before LADAVA was due %o sail for Rabaul with

spare parts for HMAS MADANG (temporarily disabled by an engine‘
room fire) an 'immediate' signal was received requesting additional
spare parts., This caused a slight delay and at 1235 LADAVA

sailed for Rabaul, arriving there at 1500 on Wednesday 28th

February,

li-l-inll-llij/"- The
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18, The material condition of the ship is good but
unfortunately the planned maintenance is still not up to date,
health, morale, welfare and conduct of the Ship's Company is

excellent.

I have the honour to be,

Your obedient servant,

oir,

Wi

(D.P.

RICHARDS)

LIEUT]

COMMANDING OFFICEL

Enclosures: Appendices

A, Steaming AppendiX,
B. Monthly return of ship availability.
C. Exercise Appendix,
D. ©Sporting Appendix,

RESTRICTED
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oteaming Appendix:

(a) Distance steamed during ‘the month 2,555.3 miles
ih Total distance steamed since commissioning 100, 375.8 mmiies
¢) Hours underway during the month 206 hours
id Total hours underway since commissioning Ty 503 hours
e) Nights away from base during the month 20 nights

APPENDIX B,

Monthly Return of Ship Availability: Attached,

APPENDIX C.

Exercise Appendix:

1. Action Stations.

2o Leaving Ship Stations.
3. Emergency Stations,

ks Blind Pilotage.

De Man Overboard Exercise.

APPENDIX D.

Sporting AvpendiX:

Te Basketball:~ LADAVA v. MADANG + SAMARAI, Score:. 30-28

LADAVA v, Vanimo 2PIR Score: 28-34

RESTRICTED
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(MONTHLY RETURN OF SHIP AVAILABILIY. TO I.C. ENGINE SHIPS
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NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon after they reach Navy Cffice.

B. The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments.

C. Circulation lists numbers 2 and % are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.

D. If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or

reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above.
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31st March, 1973

The Commanding Officer,
HMAS TARANGAU,

HMAS LADAVA - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS — MARCH 1973

Sir

, I have the honour to report the proceedings of HLMA
Ship under my command for the month of March, 1973. All times
are Zone Kilo (-10).

& At 1500 on Thursday 1st March LADAVA sailed from Rabaul
for Samarai ang Cairns, in company with HMAS MADANG, which hagd
been delayed earlier by an engine room fire. (HMAS MADANG Report
of Proceedings for February 1973, refers). After some minor
discomfort caused by inclement weather, both ships berthed in
Samarai at 0325 on Saturday 3rd March,

3. Later that morning MADANG and LADAVA, having refuelled,
departed for Cairns at 1206, immediately running into cyclonic
weather once having cleared the lee of the New Guinea mainland,
At 1540 a signal received from COMPNGFOR ordered the patrol
boats to return to Samarai for the nignt, then proceed to Port
Moresby the following day., Therefore at 1905 the patrol boats
berthed in Samarai and remained there over night,

4. The following day, Sunday 4th March, at 1401 MADANG

and LADAVA sailed for Port Moresby arriving there some 19 hours
later at 0902 on Monday 5th March, Here both ships refuelled,

and at 1428 proceeded %o sea once more for passage through the
Torres Strait to Cairns. However, this was not to be, and at

0414 on the morning of Tuesday 6th March MADANG grounded on East
Cay, a reef about 200 miles west of Port Moresby. LADAVA
immediately stopped and remained in the vicinity to render
assistance at first light. At 0615 MADANG refloated on the rising
tide, and after manoeuvring away from the reef MADANG was able to
accept LADAVA's towing hawser. The tow was commenced at 0800 with
a speed through the water of 9 knots,

De 211 miles and 20 hours later MADANG and LADAVA were off
the entrance %o Port Moresby harbour at 0400 on Wednesday T7th
March, having averaged 10,5 knots for the trip, It was considered
prudent, however, to remain outside the harbour until daylight,

At 0700, after having negotiated the harbour under tow, MADANG
gtarted her port main engine and cast off the tows both shi ps

then berthed independently at 0740,

G, LADAVA remainkd.alongsid Port Moresby for the next

week, attempting as mud‘~fo&tin§ﬁﬁai”ﬁéﬁaﬂeé‘é%ytime permitted with
the limited facilities available, Then at 1605 on Tuesday 13th
Mareh the patrol boat sailed. for vamarai to refuel prior to
proceeding on patrol in the Milne Bay '‘Digtrict,

RCDIGT10/73286
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T At 1031 on Wednesday 14th March LADAVA arrived at

1 ° . Samarai, and 2% hours later at 1300 proceeded for Kosmann Island,
Here the patrol boat anchored at 1750 and remained over night.
The following morning, Thursday 15th March, at 0806 LADAVA weighed
anchor and proceeded to Tagula Island (sometimes known as Sud-Est),
After having anchored here at 1650, calls were made at Nimoa Mission
otation and Tagula Patrol Post,

G The following day it was decided to remain at anchor off
Tagula to complete some outstanding engineering maintenance., The
main engine lub-0il filters and fuel filters were changed; oil
changes on the governor and turbo-blowers were also completed;
electriciansg carried out planned maintenance on main engine
control panels and starter motors. At 1725 the same day, after
all the visiting children from the Mission Station had returned
ashore, LADAVA weighed anchor and sailed from Tagula Island on
fishery surveillance duties between Misima and Rossel Islands,

O After an uneventful night at sea LADAVA anchored in the
bay off Abileti Plantation on Rossel Island at 0816 on Saturday
17th March. Rossel Island is the farthest point southeast in the
Territory., A call was paid on the local coastwatcher, and a
fruitless attempt was made to repair his CW equipment; this was
taken on board and subsequently landed at HMAS TARANGAU on
arrival, That afternoon a brief survey was made of the harbour
and a sketch plan produced,

10. Departing from Rossel Island at 0700 on Sunday 18th
March, LADAVA proceeded to Laughlan Islands some 120 miles to

the north., Unfortunately the anchorage in these islands was
gomewhat exposed to the North Westerly wind, therefore it was
decided to spend a second night at sea on Fishery Surveillance
between the Laughlan Islands, Alcester Island, Egum Atoll and the
Marshall Bennet Islands. After a further uneventful night, the
patrol boat anchored at 0928 on Monday 19th March in the vicinity
of the Sand Cay off East Island, and held a fishing competition,
About an hour and a half later anchor was weighed and LADAVA
proceeded to Bwagoia on Misima Island, berthing there at 1545,

11, LADAVA remained at Bwagoia all next day in order to
paint the ship's side and boot-topping, since this had necessarily
been neglected the previous few wecks. Then at 0841 on Wednesday
21st March LADAVA sailed for Samarai, arriving there at 1645 the
same day. Immediately fuelling was started, LADAVA intending to
leave first thing in the morning,

12. Departing at 0730 the following morning Thursday 22nd
March LADAVA sailed for Lombrum, arriving there, after an
uneventful two days,at 0800 on Saturday 24th March, '"The remaining
seven days of the month were spent alongside undergoing a long
overdue S.M,P,
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' it ip ] d and planned
The material condition of the ship is g00
;gintenance is now up to date. The health, morale, welfare and
conduct of the Ship's Company 1is excellent.

Enclosures:

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

I have the honour to be,
oir,

Your obedient servant.

(D.P. RICHARDS)
LIEUTENANT RAN
COMMANDING OFFICER

Appendices
LA, Steaming AppendiX _ K
B. Monthly Return of Ship Availability

C. Exercise Append?x
D, Sporting AppendiX

R
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APPENDIX A,

Steaming Appendix:

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

Distance steamed during the month
Distance stecamed since commissioning
Hours underway during the month

Total hours underway since commissioning

Nights away from base during the month

APPENDIX B,

Monthly Return of Ship Availability: Attached

APPENDIX C.,

Exercise Appendix:

1.
2.
3'
4‘

De
6.

Action Stations
Leaving Ship Stations
Emergency Stations
Blind Pilotage

Omm shoot

SLR shoot

APPENDIX D,

Sporting Appendix:

Basketball: LADAVA v SAMARAI, Score; 38 —=44.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

2968, 2
103344.0

229
1732
23

miles
miles
hours
hours

nights
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NOTES: A, This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon after they reach Navy O0ffice,

B. The report will be given again to Doard Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments,

C, Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3% are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.

D, If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above,
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'L!i. AUSTRALIA -

PAPUA NEW GUINEA DEFENCE FORCE

N o

’ | ‘,;-ay ' : '
oY Headquarters
TB!EP*'O"_E 551}?‘_@' Papua New Guinea Defence Force

N r Murray Barracks Free Bag
Quote in Reply s %
| BOROKO PNG
166=D1=8 A Jun 73

’I‘ha. Chairman
Chiefs of Staff Committee (1)

The Seeretary
ez Department of the Navy (4)

For Informations

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM Australian Fleet (2)

The Commander
Australian Mine Warfare snd Patrol Forces (1)

CO0 HMAS TARANGAU

CO HMAS LADAVA

1. Forwarded.

2¢ The Commanding Officer HMAS LADAVA has been instructed to observe |
%  ‘the normal service practice of including the Commanding Officer's name in
brackets when the name of a ship first appears in the tm of the letter of

proceedingse

Je The eontinued use of the superlative "excellent" in describing
the conduct of the Ships Company is not always supported by the Ships

(J. W, NORRIE)

Brigadier
Commandex

CONFIDENTIAL
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HMAS LADAVA,
at Madaﬂgi

1st May 1973.

The Commanding Officer,
HMAS TARANGAU,

HMAS LADAVA — REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - APRIL
1<

25 & o

, I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMA
Ship under my command for the month of April, 1973. All
times are Zone Kilo (-10).

2 At 0800 on Sunday 1st LADAVA sailed in company with
HMAS SAMARAI for 'SQUADEX TWO' in Rabaul., Two legal Japanese
fishing boats (Fishreps 11/73 and 12/73 refer) were inter-
cepted en route, Both ships arrived in Rabaul at 0800 on
Monday 2nd, joining the remainder of the Patrol Boat Squadron,
namely HMA Ships AITAPE and LAE., At 1200 the same day the
Squadron sailed from Rabaul for Exercise SQUADEX TWO,

= For the remainder of the week LADAVA operated both
singly and in company with the Squadron in the vicinity of
St. George's Channel and Buka Island, (AITAPE R.O.P. April
refers). On completion of the exercise the Squadron returned
to Rabaul, berthing there at 0737 on Friday 6th,

4. LADAVA remained alongside in Rabaul for the weekend
sailing on Tuesday 10th at 0828 with an Army survey team on
board for commencement of Operation Plastic Bird. This was
the start to a programme to aerial survey New Britain,
LADAVA's task was:merely to check the -existance. of the:.trig,
points placed by U.S. Engineers in 1949, some 116 positions
along the south coast.

D Working a leap-frog system with the two inflatable
zenith craft and the ship's dinghy. LADAVA operated from
about 0600 to 1800 every day anchoring overnight at various
bays and inlets along the coast. By the end of the fortnight,
having returned to Rabaul for the weeckend 14th / 15th for
replenishment, 98 positions had been checked leaving the
remaining for AITAPE, Unfortunately, squally weather, poor
visibility, and a heavy south easterly swell hampered
operations somewhat towards the end of the second week.

Ill.llll./—‘ L-A:Dﬂvﬂ

B .f_.J\"L_” by
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6. LADAVA berthed outboard of AITAPE at 1700 on Friday
20th in Rabaul,

2

Remaining here until midday Sunday 22nd

LADAVA and AITAPE paid calls on HMS HYDRA, a visiting
British hydrographic survey ship., Then at 1200 that day

LADAVA sailed for Lombrum, arriving there at 1200 the following

day Monday 23rd.

Te The remainder of the week was spent alongside at

Lombrum, de-ammunitioning and carrying out routine maintenance ,

At 1400 on Sunday 29th LADAVA sailed for Madang arriving there

at 0800, and slipping at 0930 on Monday 30th,

o The material condition is particularly good and all

planned maintenance is up to date, The health, morale,
welfare and conduct of the Ship's Company is exeellent.

Enclosures:

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

I have the honour to be,
olY,

Your oth nt servant,

{“ﬂ’ ’ﬁ” o
Eﬁﬁrf?rf ) 5_{%

for e,

' -

(D.P. RICIARDS)
LIEUTENANT RAN
COMMANDING OFFIC:

R

Appendices.

A, Steaming Appendix,
B, Monthly Return of Ship Availability.
C. IExercise Appendix,
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APPENDIX _A.

Steaming ﬁggenqgﬂz

a, Distance steamed during month 3250.5 miles
b Distance steamed since commissioning 106594.5 miles
0. Hours underway during month 242  hours
d. Total hours underway since commisgioning 7974 hours
e, Nights away from base during month 24 nights

APPENDIX B,

Monthly Return of Ship Availability: Attached,

APPENDIX C.
Exercise AppendiX:
1. Action Stations. 8. Heaving Line Transfer.
2. Leaving Ship Stations. 9. Man overboard Exercise,
3., Emergency Stations, 10. SUFX 40/60.
4, Damage Control Exercise, 11. SUFX .50 cal.,
5. OOW Manoeuvres. 12. Shadowing Exercise,
6. Blind Pilotage. 13. Patrol Exercise.
7. Formation Anchorage. 14, Night infiltration Exercise
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RESTRIGTED

FIID 18/6/41

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

NOTES:

3

o

W

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Ao

This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon after they reach Navy Office,

The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments,

Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches,

If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a sulitable note being made above,

RESTRICTED
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2 \ Headquarters
TE'EF*”_P?‘?L 56166 2 Papua New Guinea Defence Force
-, N e - Murray Barracks Free Bag
BOROKO PNG

Chiefs of Staff Committee (1) &

‘ : S ]
._m----—-"""{_ AUSTRALIA
e \ Bk
{ =

PAPUA NEW GUINEA DEFENCE FORCE

\

The Secretary
ey Department of the Navy (4)

Yox Information

The Flag O0fficer Commanding
HM Australian Fleet (2) .

The Commander
Australian Mine Warfare and Patrol Foreces (1)

CO. HMAS TARANGAU
CO« HMAS LADAVA

l. Forwarded.

2¢ In regard to paragraph 8 of the report HMAS LADAVA was
ordered to RABAUL on Thursday 31 May to provide a patrol boat
presence in case a ¢ivil emergency arose as a result of increased
voleanic activity in the area, The voleano eventually became

quiescent,

(J. We NORRIE)
Brigedier
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HiaS LaDAVA,
at Rabaul.

1st June 1973
The Coumanding Officer,
HLLI:.S TI‘J.M&N GI;U a

H,S LADAVA = REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS = MAY
oy &

g1l

? I have the honour to report the procsedings of
HiA Ship under my command for the mouath or May 1973« Add
tinés are Zotie Kilo (=10),

2e The first six days of the month were spent on
Madang Slipway having the Ship's bottom scraped and repainted;
then at 0850 konday 7th LADAVA unslipped and proceeded to
fuel prior to departure for Loubrum. At 1215 the same day
LADAVEA sailed from Madang, arriving in Lombrua at 0800 the
following morning Tuesday 8th.

3e For the remaining four days of the week the patrol
boat remained alongside in Lombrua amuunitioning and
undergoing an SMP. At 0848 on honday 1lth, having been
delayed kg minutes repairing a defective radar, LADAVA
sailed for Massau Island in the 8t Matthias Group. However, -
at 1215 that aftcrnoon a signal ordered LADAVA to 'proceed
with despatch'! to Boliu Mission, also in the St Matthias
Group, where a woman suffering frou tetanus was to be
nedivac'd to Kavieng Hospital. The patrol boat arrived at
1730, and after sending the dinghy ashore to collect the
patient, discovercd that she had died 3% hours earlier.
LADLVA %hen remained at sea overnight on fisherg
surveillance berthing the following moraing at 0000

Tuesday 15th at Ekaleu Plantation to visit the coastwatchers

L, Sailing from Bkaleu at 0934 thc same day LADAVA
sailed for Taskul, arriving there some eight hours later at
1738, 4 call was paid on the ADC. At 0900 Wednesday 16th
LADAVA sailed for Kavieng, arriving there at 1113 the sane
day. & call was pald on %he DC who thanked the patrol

boat for the prompt service on the tetanus case at Boliu
Mission. While LADAV.. remaimed alongside in Kavieng, the
coastwatcher from Dyaul Island called onboard to return his
CW equipment, At 1100 the following day Thursday 17th, the
patrol boat sailed for Selapiu Plantation, an hour's

stean away. At 1212 LADAVA anchored in Selapiu Bay and a
call was paid on the coastwatcher.

. t-.n;'-n-/"‘ The

i
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5e The patrol boat remained at anchor here for 27
hours; routine maintenance was brought up to date and the
ship's side was touched up where paintwork had peeled off.,
Then at 1500 on Friday 18th LiDAVA sailed for Lombrum, with
an overnight fishery surveillance in the Tingwon Island,
LLDLVA berthed alongside at Lombrum at 0800 on Saturday
19th, and remained alongside for the weekend.

e On Monday 21st at 1132 LADAVA salled in company
with HMLS AITALPE for Lau Island in the Ninigoes, practicing
OOW nanocuvres for an hour after having left Secadler
Harbour. A4t 0709 on Tuesday 22nd ALITAPE and LADAVA anchored
off Lau Island. Remaining there for some ten hours, anchor
was weighed at 1700 and both ships sailed for overnight
fishery surveillance north of Wuvulu Island. LaDAVA was
detached at 2323 and proceeded independently to Vanimo,
berthing there at 0725 on Wednesday 23rd. & call was pald
on the DC,

/e LADAVA sailed fron Vanimo at 0900 the following
norning Thursday 24th, and proceeded to rcndezvous with AITAPE
in Aitape Bay. However, bccausc AITAPE remained at sea and
did not anchor, LAD4V4 anchored independently at 1402 and
paid a call at the office of the aADC (who was ill in hospital)
and the coastwatcher. At 1537 anchor was weighed and LADAVA
rendezvoused with AITLPE, and both ships then proceeded in
company to Lombrume En-route OOW manoeuvres were practiced
from 1630-1800 that evening, and from 0800-0900 the next
morning, Friday 25the A4t 0930 LADAVA was tenporarlily
detached to investigate a Taiwanese fishing vessel Just
outside the 12 mile DFZ. Using a 44 gallon drum as a target
both patrol boats fired 40/60 and .50 cal. during a SUFX

ten miles north of Secadler Harbour entrance from 1300-1400.
Both ships berthed in Lombrum at 1600 that afternoon and
remained alongside for the weekend.

S At 0902 on Monday 28th LADAVA once more saliled

in coupany with AITAPE, this tine for Madang; en-route
LADAVA made a soverignty visit to the Purdy Islands just
south of Manus Island, then rejoined AITAPE at 1900 for the
overnight passage. Both patrol boats berthed in Madang at
0706 on Tuesday 29th and remained there overnight. The
following morning Wednesday 30th AITAPE sailed for Samarail,
but LADAVA, whose ETA at Vitu Islands was not until 0800
the next day, planned to stay alongside a further five hourse
However, a signal received at 0945 ordered LADAVA to
Rabaul, to arrive the following morning at 0900 Thursday
31st, LADLAVA arrived on time in Rabaul and remained there
overnighte.

ililli-l/— Th.e
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De The material condition of the ship is good, and

planned maintenance is being brought up to date. The

health, morale and welfarc of the Ship's Company is good,
although their conduct this month has not been the best,

Bneclosures:s
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oir,

Your obedient servant,
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(D.P. RICHARDS)
LIEUTENANT RAN
COMMANDING OFFICER

Appendices,
hAe ©Oteaning Appendix,

B. Monthly Return of Ship Availability.,
Ce EXercise Appendix,
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RESTRIC 1 ¢
APPENDIX A,

oteaning Appendix

ae Distance steamed during nonth 2441,8 miles
be Distance steamed since commissioning 109036,.3 miles
Cs Hours underway during nonth 1&5 hours
de Total hours underway since comiissioning 8149  hours
€+ Nights away from base during month 20 nights

APPENDIX B,

Monthly Return of Ship Availability: Attached

APPENDIX (.

Exercise Appendixs

[ Action stations,

2e Leaving ship stations,
a. Emergency stations.

. OOW manoecuvres.

5¢ +Blind pilotags.

6. Formation anchoragec.
e Heaving line transfer.
8. SUFX 40/60,

Ve AR 50" eal.
10 Omm shoot.
T (8 SLR shoot,

RES RO | o -
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CONFIDENTIZT,
FILE 18/6/ 4460

DEPARTMENT OF TEE NAVY

il = el L .

HMAS A 20204 Report of Proceedings gowe /973

R s B T
s(m%ﬁ L efio-
DME‘?{!O .

G
NS 72 v/

NOTES: A, This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see tThese reports soon after they reach Navy Office,

B. The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any maitter of special
interest in those comments,

C, Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches,

D, 1f any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above,

Ao\ CONFIDENTIAL
\
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Telephone 56166 Headquarters
! ’ Papua New Guinea Defence Force
- Quote in Reply Murray Barracks Free Bag
BOROKO PNG

766=D1=8

S Oet 73
The Chairman
Chiefs of Staff Commiitee (1)
The Secoretary
-2 Department of the Nawy (4)
Tor Informations

The Flag Officer Coumanding (2)
HM Australian Fleet

The Commander
Australian Mine Warfare and Patrol Forces (1)

CO HMAS TARANGAU

CO HMAS LADAVA

le Forwardaed.

20 The delay in submission of these Reports is regretted.

The Report for the period 1 « 22 Jume was not received until 18 Sep 73.
HMAS TARANGAU has been instruoted to expedite the handling of Reports
of Proceedings in future.

(J¢ W NORRIE)
Brigadier
Coumand ep

CONFIDENTIAL
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HMAS LADAVA,
at Lombrum,

22nd June 1973.

The Commanding Officer,
HMAS TARANGAU.

HMAS LADAVA - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - FOR THE
PERIOD 1st JUNE TO 22nd JUNE 1973

Sir,

I have the honour to report the proceedings of
HMA Ship under my command for the period 1st - 22nd June
1973, All times are Zone Kilo (=~10),

2 On Friday 1st June at 1100 LADAVA slipped from

the main wharf at Rabaul and commenced the passage to Lombrum.
At 1745 the Stbd generator failed, due to water starvation,
resulting in a complete power failure., Power was restored

at 1750, As a result of this failure and the subsequent
toppling of the gyroy the remailnder of the passage was
completed, without incident, using the ship's magnetic compass,
LADAVA berthed at Lombrum at 1000 on Saturday 2nd June for

the remainder of the weekend. i

S At 1530 on Monday 4th June, LADAVA sailed for a
remote area and fishery survelllance patrol in the Bismarck
Sea area., The first visit_was to Karkar Island, arriving

there at 0710 Tuesday 5th June., Unfortunately %he coastwatcher
was in Port Moresby so at 0835 LADAVA sailed for Madang to
fuele At 1155 the same day LADAVA berthed at the small

ships wharf later shifting berth to the Shell 0il Fuel
Installation wharf in Binnen Harbour. uelling completed
LADAVA sailed for Saidor at 1520 arriving there at 1810

for the night-

4 The next morning, Wednesday 6th June, LADAVA

sailed at 0815 for Finschhafen arriving there at 1534%. The

ADC called onboard at 1600 along with several other local
dignitaries., At 1700 some 200 children from the local

school commenced quick tours of LADAVA., After a very successful
visit LADAVA sailed at 0900 Thursday 7th June for fishery
surveillance and sovereignty visits to the Vitu Islands,

Kreis, Whirlwind and Ottilien Reefs, On completion of these
visits LADAVA returned to Lombrum arriving there at 2030

on Friday 8th Juns.

B g For the next fifteen days LADAVA remained alongside
undergoing a Base Assisted Maintenance Period during which
time the ship was fully prepared and painted and all
engineering defects and planned mgintenance rectified and
bought up to date, During the week commencing 18th June

five of the Ship's Company attended and passed an NBCD course
held by HMAS TARANGAU,.

ESTRICTED ........ of= I
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=5
6.4 I handed over command to Lieutenant G.F SMITﬁ

RAN at 0900 on Friday 22nd June 1973,

7o The material condition is good and all planned

malntenance 1s up to date., The health, morale, welfare and
conduct of the Ship's Company is good.

I have the honour to be,
DLll,

Yo dient servant,

(s

(D.P. RICHARDS)
LIEUTENANT RAN
COHMANDLING OFFICER

Enclosures: Appendices,

A, Steaming Appendix,

B. Monthly Return of Ship Availability.
C. Exercise Appendix,

- - . Y

g

ESTRICT R )
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S TRICTED
APPENDIX A.

Steaming Appendix:

a,. Distance steamed during the period 117%,7 miles
De Distance steamed since commissioning 110211.,0 miles
Ca Hours underway during the period 79  nours
s Total hours underway since commissioning 8228  hours
e. Nights away from Base during the period 8 nights

APPENDIX B.

Monthly Return of Ship Availabillitys Attached,

APPENDIX C.,

Exercise Appendixs:

1« Action Stations. e Major NBCDX,
2. Leaving Ship Stations. 6. Heaving Line Transfers.
a. Emergency Stations. 7. Man Overboard Practises,
» Blind Pilotage. 8. Steering Gear Breakdown.
": ‘-l " e St A‘ # i X j . R 4 S
i.;;.‘;__g} ?“;Y}IL:-T I~ 1
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HMAS LADAVA,
at Madang.

1st July 1973

The Commanding Officer,
HMAS TARANGAU,

HiAS LADAVA - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - FOR THE

PERIOD 22nd JUNE TO 30th JUNE 1973

LT ~
’ I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMA
Ship under my command for the period 22nd - 30 June 1973,
All times are Zone Kilo (=10),

s AT 0900 on Friday 22nd June I assumed command of
LADAVA from Lieutenant D.P. RICHARDS RAN.

3, On Sunday 24th June at 1000 LADAVA sailed for
Wewak to rendezvous with LCM's No AB1050 and AB1053 and
onward passage to Bogia. At 1750 the port main engine and
generator failed due to fuel starvation as a result of the
watchkeeper incorrectly closing a valve. Action has been
taken to ensure this does not happen again., Once again the
passage was completed using the ship's magnetic compass.
Another effect of the power failure was the loss of HF
communications. Upon investigation it was found that a 120v
AC crystal had blown, rendering the set unserviceable. Upon
arrival in Wewak at 0630 on Monday 25th June the necessar
defect and stores signals were sent via LCM AB3001. At 0c10
LADAVA sailed in company with LCM's AB1050 and AB1053 arriving
at Bogia at 1930 the same day.

L, LADAVA remained at anchor for the next day sailing
in company with LCM's AB3001, AB1050, AB1051, AB1053 at 0930
for Wewak, After an uneventful passage LADAVA anchored in
Wewak Harbour at 1800,

B The next day Thursday 28th June was spent at anchor
rectifying ship's defects, A replacement HF set was received
and at 1130 full communications were restored. At 1830
LADAVA weighed and proceeded with the LCM's of the PNG TN
oquadron for the passage to Port Moresby via Madang.

B At 0115 on Saturday 30th June LADAVA berthed at the
small ships wharf in Madang remaining there for the remainder
of the day.

iﬁilllllt/- The
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7o Ine material condition is good and all planned

maintenance is up to date. The health, morale, welfare
and conduct of the Ship!'s Company is good.

I have the honour to be,
i B
Your obedient servant,
{?jﬁ
S
e N M"—f"g;)
-!}———I'

e ———T T

(G.F. SMITH)
LIEUTENANT RAN
COMMANDING OFFICER

BEnclosures: Appendices,

A, Steaming Appendix.

Be Monthly Return of Ship Availability.
C. BExXercise Appendix,

i
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Steaming Appendix:

e Distance steamed during the period 887.1 miles
Bk Distance steamed since commissioning 111098.1 miles
0P Hours underway during the period fe . Aours
d, Total hours underway since commissioning 8300  hours
S, Nights away from Base during the period / nights

APPENDIX B,

= . e T TR B e b

Monthly Return of Ship Availability: Attached

\PPENDIX C.

s T A P LS T L, CET LT

BXercise Appendix:

s il e TR R

Aetion: Stations,

1.
2e Leaving Ship Stations,
e Emergency Stations,

4. Blind Pilotage.

Sk oteering Gear Failure,
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NOTES: A, This copy is circulated so that Board Members may

see these reports soon after they reach Navy Office,

B. The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments,

C, Circulation lists numbers 2 and % are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.

D, If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or

reference to another Branch a new filie should be
raised, a suitable note being made above,

{ \

\/
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Telephone 56166

: Y 1 s e S L '-.._ ’ ":.-_;If_’
Qucte 'n Heply LORAKO DNCG

766=D1=8

The Ghairman
Chiefs of Stoff Comulitee (1)

“he Jecretary
——= Departaent of the Havy (4)

for I_Ilé:Dl‘:.'l - :

The Vlag Cfficer Coamandin ; (2}
M iuastralian Fleet

The Commander
Australian ine warfare and Patrol Forces (1)

CO HIAS TARAIGAU

CO Hiis LADAVA

1. Porwarcade
2e Theo delay in submission of these leports is rezretited.

The Resort for the period 1 « 22 June was not received until 12 tep 73.
Hilad TALIGAT has been instruoted to expedite the handling of Reports
of Proceedin;s in future.

(Je Ve NORIIE)

Brigadier
Counmandep
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HMAS LADAVA
at Lombrum

1st August 1973.

The Commanding Officer,
HITAS TARANGAU.

HMAS LADAVA - REPCRT OF PHROCEEDINGS FOR THE

o LA N el 'S ll..- e orhgEr o R AL L, s s s e

MONTH OF Y 1973

ST L L e S T L .d_'n'._-“n-.a: — TR

Sir,

I have the honour to report the proceedings
of HMA Ship under my command for the month of July 1973.
All times are Zone Kilo (~10j.

e At 0710 on Sinday 1st July LADAVA sailed from
Madang in company with LCM's AB3OD1, AB1050, AB1051 and
LB1053 comprising the PNG TN Squadron, on passage to

Fort lioresby. Once into the area exposed to the South
EmSh the sea becams very rough and the wind
ssrengthened to forcse 5/6. The effect on the convoy
WaS u.rked and the resultant Spesed of Advance (S0A) was
only 3 knots, Uponr entering the Vitiaz Strait, the

conbined effect of wind, current and sea was toomuch

for the barges generally and AB3001 - the command LCM in
parﬁlﬁular, After 1t was found that The convoy was in
fact losing ground the decision was made to seek shelfer
and so at 1645 con Monday 2nd July LADAVA anchored in

olo Bay.

L The next morning Tuesday 3rd July, at 0815

LADLVA wzighed and proceeded, Upon rejoining the

convoy 45 was noted that AHJGOI was being towed bty

AB1053, Alt ﬂoueh the weather had not abated, the sextra

power of the LCH 8 even while tcwing, enabled the GO0A

to bs inzreased to 6 knots,

L As a result of the original slow SOA and

a sociated long passage time 1t became necessary for the
onvoy to refuel and so at 0600 on the morning of

dca .esday 4th July LADAVA berthed at Lh (town).

flaving filly fue'led and watered LADAVA remained along-

side overnight, sailing again at 1100 on Thursday 5th

l] -].lly &

Ba At this stage the weather had abated, and
AB3001 under her own power was able to sustain an S04 of
bknots. This improved situation continued, enabling

the renainder of the passage to be completed without
further incident. At 2000 on Sunday oth July LADAVA
secured portside to the PNG TN Squadron wharf in Bort
Moresby.
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6. It is cmnaideredj that although this escort
duty wad comple ted successfully, that a Patrol Boat by
virtue of its des ign llMltdtl ms 1s not suited to this
operatlior,

7o The next three days were ‘pblﬁ alongside in
Port Moresby to enable some self maintenance to be dane,

s alled on the Commander, PAPUA NEW GUINEA
DEFENCE I OPUJ. B riga dlcr Jo.W. NOR nIE OBE and The Chief
of Opnrdulﬁ-bg PAPUA NNEW GUINEA DEFENCE FORCE, Captaln J
LANCASTER RAN oL lu&gia" 10th July.

_._{

-

At 0815 on Thursday 12th July LADAVA saile
;Grcbby ori a routine il Ak =Fw surve1liance _
the Loulslade Archipelago, Thie passage was
without incident and LADAVA anchored at 0730 on Friday
13th July at Wari Island, The remainder of the day was
sperit at anchor and routine ship's maintenance was
carried out. That evening a banyan was held ashore for
the Ship's Company. -

b

) The following day at 0830 LADAVA weighed and
commenced her patrol along the length of the
Archipelago, "hat afternoon the weather became
particulariy bacd and visibility poor In view of the
prevalling E“”*‘tl@ﬂs I decided to anchor overnight my
ammended prograuime (“”“ 1406032 JUL 73) refers.
Consiquently 6 n Saturday 14th July LADAVA
anchored at Mo urina iséaua in the Calvados Chain,

ct rt

1% On Sunday 15th July at 1100 LADAVA salled for
Bwagaoia on Misima Island arriving there at 1430, A
vislit was paild Tb the ADC Juﬂ=ag the forenoon of Monday
16th July and a »asketbgll fixture ngaulﬁtd agalinst the
local liigh Scnoc. at the same time. At 1200 LADAVA
sailed from Bwageoia for an overnight steam/fishery
surveillance passags to Samarai for fuel,

iy At 090) on Tuesday 17th July LADAVA berthsd at
Samarail remaining there ave rnight and sailing for
Lombrum the next morning a 8“0 While on passage TO

Lombrum a signal was *i'wac~.9:'L*:r«s.‘,“’F from the Commander, PNG
Defence Force (COMPNGFOR DTG 180520Z JUL 73 refers)
diverting LADAVA 5o Madang. At 2000 on Thursday 19th
July LADAVA berthed portside to Madang Main Wharf,

i The nexs morning our cargo was delivered
onboard at 0800 and at 0900 LADAVA sailed for Lombrum.
"he passage was without incident and at 0300 on
Saturday 21st July LADAVA berthed at Lombrum.

‘L, The remeinder of the month was spen nt along-
side in Lombrum undergoing a Base Assisted Malntenance
rerliod.

REFSTRICTED
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L5 The material condition of the ship is very good
and all planned malntenance is up to datas. The health,

morale, welfarc and conduct of the Ship's Company is
satisfactory.

I have the honour tc be,
olr,

Your obedient servant,

(G.F. SMITH)
LIBUTENANT RAN
COMMANDINIIG OFIFICER

Enclosures: A, teaming Annex,
Be HMonthly Return of Ships Availability.
C. Exercise Annex,
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ANNEX FTAT

Steaming Annex

S o Distance steamed during month 2966, 1 Mls
D Distance steamed since commissioning 11406%, 2 Mls
Ce Hours underway during month 242  Hrs
Ls Total hours underway since commissioning 8542 Hrs
€. Nights away from Base during month 21 nights

ANNEX 'B?

Monthly Return ol thips Availabilitys;  Attached.

ol Sl gl -

2NNEX 10!

Exersice Annex:

1. - Aetisn Bhatiers. Be OOW lManoeuvres.,

Ze Leaving Ships Stations. 6, Heaving Line Transfer,
In Emergency Stasions, Lw Minor NBCDX.

=
1

b Blind Pilotage,
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RESTRIGTED
GUNFIBEJT!& FILD 18/.5/5..,2_5—__9-,.

DEPARTMENT G THE R

Report of Proceedings SJcoS7z /973

e

AS(NS) (Ns55)

NOTES: A, This copy is circulated so tiat Board Members may
see tThese reporits soon after they reacn Navy Office,

B, The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any maitter of special
interest in those comments,

C. Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.,

D, If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to ancther Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitablie note being made above,

Fiidl

GONFIDENTIAL
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Telephone 56166 .,l.-_i 73
Quote 10 Reply =
766=D1=8 e
S Oet 73

The Ghalrman

Chiefs of Staff Comaiitee 1)

“"he Secretary

—2 Departaent oi the Navy (4)

) oraations

The Flag 0fficer Coaiuandin (2)

HM Australien Ffleet

The Commander

Australian Hine varfare and Patrol Forces (1)

CO HIAS TARAIGAU

CO HiAS LADAVA

1. Forwardad.
24 +he delay in submission of these Reports is regretted.

The Report for the period 1 « 22 June was not received until 13 Sep 73.
HIAS TAUVIGAT Las been instructed to expedite the handling of Reports
of Proceedinss in future,

ngu-u e
(Ji e IL}.L{IL)

Brigadier
Conmandep
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HITAS .LADAVA
at Lombrum
=1 SFp 1973
The Commanding Officer, \
[IMAS TARANGAU :

\\

HMAS TADAVA - REPQRT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR THE MONTH OF
_KUGUST 1973.

R s e LT RS

A T e T N

[P I have the honour %o report the proceedings of HMA Ship
under my command for the month of August 1973. All times are
Zone Kilo (-10).

29 Wednesday 1st August at 0900 found LADAVA leaving Lombrum
on a routine fishery surveillance patrol of the Northern Districts.
The weather was particularly good, but as TADAVA moved further

south conditions began to deteriorate. By 0600 on Thursday 2nd the .
wind had increased to force 6 as TADAVA entered the Vitiaz Strait.

In order to gain some shelter course was szt to pass close to the
mainland and some relief was obtained. Once ‘clear of the Vitiaz
btrait the weather began to improve and by the time LADAVA berthed

at Morobe at 1600 on Thursday 2nd, the storm had passed.

S LADAVA remained alongside the small wharf at Morobe for
that night sailing for Iae at 0800 on Friday 3rd August, Once
clear of the harbour at Morobe the ships radar began to make unususl
noises upon investigation it was found that the Axial Fan was
unserviceable (URDEF 14/73 030118%Z AUG 73 refers), Whilst on
pacsage to Lae, LADAVA exchanged identities with HMAS BRUNET
(LIEUTENANT D.N. SANDO RAN) outward bound from ILac. Course was
altered to pass close to BRUNEI so that the ships company could

nhave their first view of the new ILCH,. After a very smooth passage
LADAVA berthed at Lae at 1430 on Friday 3rd August. On completion
of fuelling and washing down, weekend leave was granted to the

ohip's Company. On dunday 5th August a replacement axial fan was
received and the radar was again serviceable.
4, Monday [the/ 6th August at 0950 LADAVA sailed from Lae for

Finschhaffen., During the passage the Quarterly Full Power Trial
wag conducted with all machinery functioning peErtectily; At 1430
LN A berthed at FPinschhaffen. An officizl call was made on the
DC Mr Frank Havilland who' in turn offered to the ship the

ﬁ03pit%}l Ly oL Sheir Golf: Clubs;

e The next day Tuesday 7th LADAVA ssiled for an overnight
Ltishery patrol calling in particular at the Hook Reef Ares
(COMPNGFOR DTG 0523307 AUG 73 refers) thence to Madang. = No fishing
boats were encountered during this patrol and LADAVA berthed
subsequently at Madang at 1000 on Wednesday 8th August. Whilst
alongside in Madang one of the ships company MED F. MULPE, was
landed to attend the funeral of his father,

RESTRICTED
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‘ LADAVA's next port of call was Bogia arriving there after
n eight hour passage at 1600 on Thursday Sth August. Calls were

made on the local administration authorities on completion of which
LADAVA sailed for Lombrum, arriving there at 1200 on Friday 10th

L]

August,

I The remainder of the weekend was spent alongside Lombrum.
iionday 13th August and Tuesday 14th August found ILADAVA day
running out of Lombrum carrying out Midshipman and Navigation
fraining. The weather and conditions were good and great benefit
derived by the Midshipman.

S, Wednesday 15th August LADAVA ssailed for a Western Island
Patrol, Embarked we had lir Peter McKinnon the Directeor.of Adult:

Zducation for the IsTand Area, whose job was to visit the schools
in the Western Islands.

() O

‘ Our first call was at the Ninigo Group anchoring there
T 1315 on Thursday 16th August. While Mr McKinnon visited the
local schools routine upper deck maintenance was carried out on
board.

10. After remaining at anchor overnight LADAVA sailed at 0830
on rriday 17th August for Wewak via Aua Island and Vuvulu Island

as the schools there had also to be visited. Finally LADAVA .
berthed at 0700 on Saturday 18th August at the new coastal wharf
at Vewak for the weekend.

3 Monday 20th Augusgiigg/iiﬁﬂ?ﬂ salled at 0830 for/&itape
arriving there at 1500. Cax were made on the ADC and CW who
both pointed out that the new Qoaztal wharf was completed if we
care to move alongside. However, with the large swell buffetting
the wharf,—theiro5ffer was declined and at 1730 LADAVA weighed and
proceeded to the lee shore of nearby Seleo Island anchoring there
at 1835 for the night.

|17 The next morning Tuesday 21st August at 0830 LADAVA
salled for Vanimo arriving there at 1435, Wit the demsda Lo ot

the old coastal wharf TADAVA berthed outboard of a local coaster

the M.V. HENRY LEITH at the new wharf. oporting and social
rixtures were arranged for the shin during our stay.
13: AT 0815 on Vednssday 22nd TADAVA sailed from Vanimo for
Lombrum via the Western Islands. After an uneventful passage the

5N1p anchored in Nares harbour at 1600 on Thursday 23rd August,
ADAVA remained at anchor for the next day undergoing routine
raintenance sailing again a2t 0400 on caturday 25th August. At
0800 LADAVA berthed at Lombrum.

i 0

 —

—

14, The remainder of the month was spent alongside in Lombrum
~undergoing a self maintenance period.

> The material condition of the ship is excellent and all
]

155
planned meintenance is now up to date. The health, welfare,
morale and conduct of the ships company is very good,

- STRICTED T 4
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L hewe the heteur Gto be,
S i

Your obedient servant

MI
-\.-.,'1 .}
L]

(G.F, SMITH)
LIEU NANT RAN
COMMANDING OF ICER.

Enclosures:s A, Steaming Annex.

B Foﬂtnly Eetury of ghip ﬁvﬂlldbllltj
C. Ixercise Annex.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG10/73286



RESTRICTED

ANNEX A

R G R T e T

Steaming Annex, -

a. Distance steamed during maonth 2529 miles

b. Distance steamed since commigsioning 116593 miles

G Hours underway during month 207 hours

7 Total hours underway since commissioning '8749 hours

e, Nights away from base during month., 19 nights

Monthly return of ship

LR P T R D F

o
fn
~

= 7 hili4+ s A+ -
ailability : Attached

\NNEX C
I |
.:" .!.‘1: LY E'K

e R T W ST T R

IXercise Annex

1T Action stations

Leaving shin stations

M

Emergency stations

1=

Blind pilotage

Stearing gear breakdown
Man overboard drills
Minor NBCDX

SUFX

omall arms shoot

0 =1 & W\

\O
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FITE 18/6/4-5¢6

SEFT.
HMAS (A Dﬁl/#'"\ Report of fI‘OCCEdlﬂ”SH 22

NOTES: A, This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon after they reach Navy Office,

B. The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any maivter of special
interest in those comments,

C. QCirculation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches,

D, 1If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or

reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT0/73286



z pﬁln_ﬁ_ "‘rﬁmprr Hgﬁ

/5« b | 46

Headquarters

Papua New Guinea Defence Force
Murray Barracks Free Bag
BOROKO PNG

/9 NevT7 3
é Oetober—X970 /¢

The Chairman
Chiefls of Staff Committee (1)

The Secretary
~——=> Department of the Navy (4)

or Informations

The Flag Officer Commanding
MM Australisn Fleet (2)

The Commander
Australian Mine VWarfare and Patrol Forces (1)

CO HMAS TARANGAU
CO HMAS LADAVA

le Forwarded.

2e The gyro compass failure noted in paragraph 5, was the result of
it being switched 'off' in error.

(J. ¥W. NORRIE)

Brigadier
Comnander

RESTRICTED

RESTRICTED
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RESTRICTEL = HMAS LADAvA
2t Lombrum
1st October 1973

The Commanding Officer, Li)yﬂﬁ -

EMAS TARANGAU.

HMAS LADAVA ~ REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - SZPTEMBER 1973

Te I have the honour to report the proceedings of
HMA Ship under my command for the month of September 1973,
All times are Zone Kilo (-10).

28 The first two days of the month were spent
alongside Lombrum completing a self maintenance period,
With all defects rectified andg planned maintenance up to
date, LADAVA sailed for an Island Patrol at 1600 on Monday
3Jrd September1973.

S In accordance with instructions from Headquarters
FNG Defence Force, LADAVA proceeded to the Lou Island/Horno
Group area. A% 1800 the ship was darkened and for the
remainder of the night the area was teoroughly patrolled
with no contacts or sightings of any description being made,
At 0430 course was set for Kavieng the first port of call
on patrol, The weather was excellient arnd general ships
husbandry progressed until arrival in Kavieng at 1650 on
Tuesday 4th September,

4., LADAVA remained alongside overnight sailing the
next morning Wednesday 5th at 0945, The next leg of the
patrol was to Tabar Island on the North Ccast of New
Ireland. At 1540 LADAVA entered the Saraware Passage,

the division between Tabar and Tatau Island, and =:roceeded
to the excellent all season anchorage off the Sigarri Gari
plantation, The ship anchored at 1555 remaining there
overnight, The next day Thursday 6th at 0830 LADAVA
weighed anchor and transited the Saraware Passage. At

0930 LADAVA hove to in Koko Bay and the boat was sent ashore
0 see the coastwatcher. A replacement battery charger was
delivered and on completion the hoat recovered, At 0950
course was set for Namatanai arriving there at 1410,

D Official calls were made om the local
administration authorities and sporting fixtures were
arranged, After a very successful visit LADAVA salled the
next Friday 7th at 1015, On clearing the outer reef

the gyro compass toppled resulting in the first section of
the passage to Kieta, our next port of call being donc

by Magnetic Compass, The overnight patrol to Kiets
produced n> intruders, however a great deal of merchant
shipping was encountered. At 0630 on Saturday 8th LADAVA
berthed portside to the administration wharf in Kieta,
While official calls were made on the lecal authorities, the
ship refuelled and was squared away, on completion weekend
leave was granted to the ships company.

ceoe/whilst
RESTF?ICTED

RCDIGT10/73286
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Whilst alongside ZEDBQMNG M T wio oAMARAT
(LEUT J.E. PARSONS RAN) presented himself onboard having
missed the ship in Honiara, (My 092150Z% SEP 73 refers),
During the weekend sporting fixitures and tours of the
Bougainville Copper Mine were organised for the ships
Company. After a very interesting weeckend LADAVA sailed
from Kieta at 0815 on Monday 10th for Numa Numa Plantation
on the rnorth coast of Bougainville, LADAVA berthed at the
excellent plantation wharf at 1300, A4 tour of this very
modern plantation was organised and all who attended were
impressed. The coastwatcher Mr S. Sandford was flying to
Australia the next day and not returning gso all his coast-
watching equipment was recovered,

6, At 0900 on Tuesday 11th LADAVA sailed for Sohano
in the Buka Passage. AfTter a somewhat uncomfortahrle
passage LADAVA berthed portside to at Socheno, As usual

official calls werc made on the Aisistant District
Commissioner, wno very kindly provided the ship with a
vehicle for the duration fo our stay. After remaining
alongside overnight LADAVA sailed once more at 0900 on
Wednesday 12th for Green Island arriving there at 1500 ang
anchoring overnight.

s LADAVA remained at anchor until 1500 on Thursday
carrying out routine maintenance on completion sailing for
Rabaul, After an uneventful overnight steam LADAVA

berthed Starboard side to the Shell Wharf in Rabaul at 0805
later shifting berth to the East End of No3 wharf on
completion of fuelling, During the afternocon the

Starboard rudder post gland was repacked (My 060150Z SEP T3,
My 162315Z SEP 73 refers) in an attempt to stop the leaking
experienced while underway, In accordance with the
Commander ENG Defence Force directive (CULFNGFOR 0700587

SEP 73 refers) arrangements were checked for the forthcoming
visit of HMS3 RHYL (CMDR J. HALL RN) and RFA TIDEREACH ( CAPT
C.A. PURCHER-WYDEN3RUCK). All arrangements for the vieit
nad been organised by the Royal Navy Liaison Officer (LEUT
W. KIMPTON RAN) and there was little for LADAVA :o0 do. On
arrival of the visitors a good liaiscn was sct up and tours
of the visitors were organised for the benefit of the Ships
Company. After a very enjoyable and informative period
alongside LADAVA sailed for Pomio at 070C on Wednesday 19th
berthing portside to at 1745 the same day. Unfortunately
the Assistant District Commissioner could not be located and
s0 no official calls were made,

Bl At 0750 on Thurgday 20th LADAVA sailed fr-m Pomio
for Ablingi Island. Upon arrival at 1645 the plantation
manager met the ship and extended the hospitality of the
plantation to the Ships Company.

2 The next day Friday 21st at 0900 LADAVA sailed for
Kandrian arriving there at 1205 for t'.e weekend. & e 0 1
calls werc made and numerous social and sporting fixtures
organised, At 0805 on Monday 24th LADAVA sailed for an
overnight steam to Kimbe via the Vitiaz and Dampier Straits.
After an uneventful passage LADAVA berthed at Kimbe at 0830
on Tuesday 25th, for an overnight visit.,

v eee/LADAVA

RESTRICTED
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10, LADAVA sailed the next morning at 0830 Wednesday
26th for the Vitu Island. The programme was for. LADAVA =40

anchor overnight at the Vitu Islands thence returning Lombrum.

However one of the Ships Company ABQMG G.I

G i, KORONOS G110314
who to date had been suffering from seasickness appeared to

take a severe turn for the worst, after complaining of
severe pains in the upper abdomen advice was requested from
Surgeon Lieutenant Commander TAYLOR RAN of HMAS TARANGAU.
Upon his advice LADAVA returned immediataly tec Lombrum
berthing at 0300 on Thursday 27th, (lMy 2605122 SEP 73
refers),

117 During the passage the

was again leaking very badly and after consultetion with base
staff my INDEF 1773 was sent (My 302228% SEF 73 refers) as
the situation is wvery unsatisfactory,

12, The remainder of the month was
Lombrum undergoing a self maintenance

13. The matcrial condition of the sghip is very good
and all planned maintenance is being bought un to date,

The health, welfare morale and conduct cf the ohips Company
19 good,

w—

Starboard rudder post gland

spent alongside
neriod,

"

b

I have the honour to be

S o

Your obedient servent

(G.F. SMITH)

LIEUTENANT RAN
COMMANDING OFFICER

Enclesurc: inncx A, Stcaning ANNCX. -
B. Monthly return of ship . vailability.,
C, Exercise Annex, _
RESTRICTED

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG10/73286



RLCSTRICTLD.

ANNEX: A
vteaming Annex
a) Distance steamed during the month 2,008M1s
b) Distance steamed since commissioning 118, 601M1s
c) Hours underway during month 158Hrs
a) Total hours underway since ~ommissioning 8,90 THra
e) Total number of days on patrol during month 18Days
ANNEX B

Monthly returh of ships availability: Attached

ANNEX C

Lxercise Annex

| Action stations

2y Emergency stations

2% Leaving ship stations
S < s s o o 2V

5e Major NBCDX

B Stearing gecar breakdowns,

FQE:E;1fFQlc:1-E;[)-
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NOTES: A, This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon after they reach Navy Office,

Be The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments,

C. Circulation lists numbers 2 and 35 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches,

D, 1f any mattfer requires comprehensive treatment or

reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above,
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Headquarters
,EST“‘ST Eﬂ Papua New Guinea Defence Force
i Murray Barracks Free Bag

BOROKO PNG

November, 1973
NAVY-—CANBERRA

T

766.D1,8

The Chairman
Chiefs of Staff Committee (1)

The Secretary
=% Department of the Navy (4)

For Information:

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM Australian Fleet (2)

The Commander
Australian Mine Warfare and Patrol Ferces (1)

CO HMAS TARANGAU

CO HMAS LADAVA

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS- HMAS LADAVA
OCTOBER 1

1 " Forwarded.

Brigadier
// Commander

GESTRICTED
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HMAS LADAVA
at Lombrum

5th November, 1973.

The Commanding Officer
HMAS TARANGAU

HMAS LADAVA = REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS = OCTOBER 1

1 I have the honour to report the proceedings of
HMA Ship under my command for the month of October 1973.
All times are Zone Kilo (~10).

M LADAVA remained alongside Lombrum for the first

five days of this month, undergoing a self maintenance period.
On Saturday 6th at 1200 LADAVA sailed for Madang with MWL 256
in company. The weather was particularly good and a steady
spee d of advance (SOA) was maintained enabling both vessels to
be secured at the Small Ships Wharf at Madang by 1400 on Sunday
7the ,

D The programme was such that LADAVA remained in Madang
for Monday, sailing at 1000 on Tuesday 9th for a Southern

Patrol. Whilst leaving harbour the radar went unserviceable.

The decision was made to press on while ships staff investigated
the defect. At 1200 the defect was apparently located and my
URDEF 15/73 was raised and LADAVA returned to Madang arriving
there at 1700, Whilst alongside HMAS MADANG and HMAS SAMARAIL
berthed outboard. &4 replacement rectifier (the defective
component) was received and installed but with no success. Aafter
further investigation Ships staff were unable to locate the

fault and the decision to return to Lombrum for Base Staff
assistance was made. (My 102235Z OCT 73 refers). At 1050
LADAVA in company with HMAS MADANG and HMAS SAMARAI sailed from
Madang, For the next four hours numerous evolutions were
conducted with LADAVA detaching at 1600 for the onward passage

to Lombrum. At 0930 on Friday 12th LADAVA secured portside to
Lombrum. With the help of Base Staff, a series of defects were
located and rectified and by 1530 the radar was again serviceable,

L At 0815 on Saturday 13th, LADAVA sailed for a Southern
Patrol in accordance with the revised programme (My 120600Z OCT
73 refers), Whilst on passage to Alotau our first port of call,
the wreck of a small coastal vessel MATOKA was fixed and its
position signalled to COMPNGFOR as requested. On completion

the passage was continued with LADAVA arriving at Alotau at

1215 on Monday 15th. Official calls were made on the District
Commissioner and other local Administration Authorities.

B From Alotau, LADAVA salled for an overnight fishery
surveillance patrol in the Egum 4toll area, at 0815 on Tuesday
16th, The patrol was without incident with no sightings beilng
made at all. On completion LADAVA proceceded to Samaral
berthing there at 1000 on Wadnesday 17th,.

el el
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Having fuelled LADAVA slipped and proceeded on passage to
Port Moresby berthing there at 1000 on Thursday the 18th,

6. For the next nine days LADAVA remained alongside

while temporary repairs were made to the Starboard rudder post
bearings. As no parts were available from Australia only
temporary repairs were made., The item is included in the main
defect list for the forthcoming Intermediate Docking in December,

/e At 0900 on Thursday 25th LADAVA sailed from Port
Moresby for a Fishery Surveillance Patrol in the Milne Bay Area.
After a somewhat uncomfortable passage LADAVA arrived at our
first port of call - the Anglican Mission at Dogura - at 1200 on
Friday 26th., The hospitality extended to the ship was to say the
least, overwhelming and a most enjoyable visit was had. The next
day Saturday 27th LADAVA sailed for Samaral arriving there at
1500, After fuelling leave was granted and the ship remained
alongside for the weekend.

8 On Monday 29th LADAVA sailed at 0900 for the Catholic
Migsion at Ladava arriving there at 1110, Unfortunately the
missionary in charge was absent, however after consultation with
sone of the teachers the ships boat began ferrying the children
out to LADAVA. Some 150 children in all inspected the ship and
appeared to enjoy themselves. As the afterncon progressed the
wind began to freshen and the swell increased making our
ancnorage most uncomfortables At 1530 I decided to weigh and
proceed as the weather got even worse. (My 290537Z OCT 73 refers).
Having got underway LADAVA proceeded on an overnight surveillance
patrol in the Milne Bay Area anchoring at Fergusson Island at
0800 the next day, Tuesday 30th, LADAVA rcmained at anchor that
day undergoing malintenance in preparation for our forthcoming
annual inspectlon,

9. At 1000 on Wednesday 31st LADAVA sailed for Wewak
and the rendezvous with MWL 256,

10, The material condition of the ship is excellent
and all planned maintenance is up to date. The health, welfare
and morale and conduct of the Ships Company is satisfactory.

I have the honour to be

Sir,

Yo obedient servant.

(G,F, SMITH)
LEUT GLEX RAN
COMMANDING OFFICER

Enclosures: ANNEX A, Steaming Annex,
B. Monthly return of ships availability
C, Bxercise Annex,

“RESTRICTED

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG10/73286



RESTRICTED

ri;r_....-l-r-—*i-‘.i — 1 G el 8

ANNEX 'A¢
Steaming Annex
a) Distance stecamed during the month 2,595 Miles
b) Distance steamed since commissioning 121,196 Miles
c) Hours underway during month 209 Hours
d) Total hours underway since commissSioning 9,116 Houts
e) Total number of days on patrol during month 12 Days
ANNEX 'R

Monthly return of ships availability
Attached.

ANNEX 'C!

Exercise Annex

1« Action stations

2 Emergency stations

3. Leaving ship stations
4., Boarding stations

5. TOWEX

6. SUFX

. Small arms shoof

8. Major NBCDX

9. Minor NBCDE

10, Blind pilotage

11. Stearing gear breakdswn
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NOTES: A, This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

B. The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director!s comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments,

C., Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches,

D, If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or

reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above.
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1 AR | Sesdquarters

Papua New Guinea Defence Force
Murray Barracks Free Bag

Quote in Reply SR LS BORCKO PNG

766.]}1.3 R —

/‘5;; January, ‘19’?1+

The Chairman
Chiefs of Staff Committee (1)

————Department of Defence (Navy Office)(4)
For Inf tion?

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM Australian Fleet (2)

The Commander
Australian Mine Warfare and Patrel Forces (1)

CO HMAS TARANGAU
CO HMAS LADAVA

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - HMAS LADAVA

NOVIMBER 1973
Te Forwarded.
2e The matters raised in Paragraphs 5 and 8

of this report will be commented on separately.

Colonel
Acting Commander

o
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27 DEC 1973

Commanding Officer
HMAS TARANGAU

ol

MAS LADAVA — REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS -~ NOVEMBER

oir,

I have the honour to report the proceeding of
HNMA Ship under my command for the month of November, 1973,
All times are Zone Kilo (=10).

24 Thursday 1st November found LADAVA on passage to
Wewak and a rendezvous with MWL 256, The weather was fine

and all equipment onboard was functioning well. Routine ships
maintenance was carried out throughout the day. At 1600 LADAVA
hove to and "Hands to Swimming Stations" was piped. A shark
lookout with loaded SLR was posted on the flying bridge.

At 1630 LADAVA got underway for the remainder of the passage,
berthing at the Coastal wharf in Wewak at 0700 on Friday 2nd,

i Upon LADAVA's arrival in Wewak, the MWL 256 sailed

for Lombrur. PFuel and water had been arranged by Military

Area Wewak and having fully fuelled and watered LADAVA salled

at 1100 for Lombrum. By 1700 LADAVA had rejoined the MWL and
for the remainder of the night stayed within six miles. AT

0500 on Saturday 3rd, a landfall was made on the Western end

of Manus Island and a position passed to the MWL. One hour
later at 0600 having ascertained that the MWL was fixing
happily LADAVA detached and proceeded direct to Lombium berthing
at 1030 the same daye.

L o LADAVA then commenced a Self Maintenance Period and
general preparation for the forthcoming Annual Inspection,
However, this was interrupted when at 1520 on Tuesday 6th,
LADAVA was ordered to come toc immediate notice for sea
(COMPNGFOR OPS 017407 of 0604577 NOV 73 refers). This state
was achieved by 1630 as all four starter motors had to be
reinstalled, At 2000 a decision was finally made not to send
LADAVA to sea thatevening (COMPNGFOR OPS 017420 of 060949Z NOV
73 refers)e. On receipt of this,restricted leave was granted

to the Ship's company. At 0945 on Wednesday 7th, LADAVA was
reverted to 30 minutes notice for sea (COMPNGFOR OPS 017430 of
062318Z NOV 73 refers). &t 1145 instructions were received
from Headquarters, Papua New Guinea Defence Force (HQPNGDF) for
LADAVA to sall for a rendezvous with the missing vessel M.V,
WONAM and to carry out a fuel transfer (COMPNGFOR OPS 017441 of
0700497 NOV 73 refers).

De At 1200 LADAVA sailed from Lombrum and proceeded

with despatch to the rendezvous arriving alonside the M.V,
WONAM at 1515, Upon complction of the fuel transfer and as no
reply had been received from HQPNGDF to my priority DIG 070245%Z
NOV 723, LADAVA returned to Lombrum berthing at 1915.

RESTRICTED  ...c. me
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6. The next four days welﬂEﬁ§;I;Bi1§LIE'elgaring the

ship for the inspection. At 0730 on Friday 9th, the Ship's
Company was inspected by the Commander, Papua New Guinea Defence
Force Brigadier J.W. Norrie, OBE, On Monday 12th at ‘0815
LADAVA' s harbour inspection was commenced by Base Staff, HMAS
TARANGAU. The various inspections continued throughout the

day finishing at 1530,

e Tuesday 13th at 0810, LADAVA sailed for the sea
inspection., Throughout the day various evclutions and
incidents were created by you, Sir, and your staff. Having
completed all that was required LAﬁﬁVﬂ returned alongside
berthing at 1320,

8 At 1800 on Wednesday 1l4th, LADAVA sailed from Lombrum
for Wewak and the final stages of the Joint Land and Maritime

n

nlement Exercise Marine ﬂﬁggratuﬂ. The passage to Wewak has via

the Hermit Islands where LADAVA anchored at 0345 on Thursday
15th, LADAVA remained anchored until 1700 then weighed and
proceeded to Wewak anchoring there at 0815 on Friday 16th,
and later shifting to a berth alongside the main wharf to fuel
at 1000, Owing to the very pronounced surge in Wewak Harbour,
LADAVA upon fuelling again moved out to anchor. At 1800,
Capt, R.J. Shillabeer, of 2PIR, our Liasion Officer contacted
LADAVA and informed me that I was required to sail the next
mopning to search for an overdue motor vessel. Although_no
%%gnal to LADAVA authorising this was received he assured me
The directive had originated from HQPNGDF. Consequently, at
0800 on Saturday 17th? LADAVA sailed forKoil Island arriving

l there at 1030, The missing boat was located, however, he was
in no difficulties and had asked for no assistance in fact, the
owner derived a great deal of mirth out of the fact that we
had gone looking for him, LADAVA then returned to Wewak
anchoring there at 1400, During the return passage tne radar
went unserviceable., Upon investigation it was discovered that
a capaciltor from the power supply circult required replacement
and as no spares were held the necessary URDEF and stores
demand signal were raised (My 172200Z NOV 73 and 172210Z NOV
73 refers).

9e LADAVA assumed control of the Maritime Element
involved in the exercisc from HMAS MADANG (Lieutenant D.A.
Caton, RAN) at 0900 on Sunday 18th, To cnable the exercise to
continue without delay, HMAS MADANG transferred a replacement
part for the radar to LADAVA and at 0300 on Monday 19th,
LADAV: sailed with LCM's 1050 and 1053 in company for the
beachead at Dagua. At 0600 LADAVA arrived off the beach and
immediately sent the LCM's ashore to collect the members of
A, B & C companies of 2FIR. Having completed this evolution,
the convoy returned to Wewak arriving there at 0850. The
troops having been disembarked the convoy sailed again (at
1030) to collect D Company 2PIR and to transport the same to
Vanimo, At 1300 with all troops onboard,the convoy commenced
passage to Vanimo, A4t 0600 on Tuesday 20th, the troops were
disembarked at Vanimo and the ccnvoy again %urned for Wewak,
At 2200 LADAVA plus consorts anchored in Wewak Harbour.

10, LADAVA remained at anchor for wWednesday and Thursday
21st and 22nd, sailing at C001 on Friday 23rd for Lombrum with
LCM's 1050, 1051 and 1053 in company, &t 0600 LCM's 1050 and
1053 were detached at the mouth of the Sepik River, whilst

LAD{ 1@ turned northwards to Manus Islande. The
i i FSTRICTLD.
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Bﬁssage was withoubt incident and at 0630 on Saturday
th, LADAVA mand LCM 1051 secured alongside Lombrum.

11 The remainder of the weekend was spent alongside
Lombrum as was Monday 26th. On Tuesday 27th at 0800, in
company with the remainder of the squadron, LADAVA sailed for
SQUADEX THREE (HMAS AITAPE, LCDR M. deB, Bennett, RAN, RCP
November refers). However, as all lines were le% go all power
was loste Upon investigation, it was found that due to salt
water starvation, both genera%ers had tripped and. 1f not for
quick action by the third ERA in changing to high sea suction
both main engines also would have tripped. Further invastiga%imn
showed some type of fibrous material almost completely blocking
the salt water strainer. Power was quickly restored and
LADAVA sailed with the remainder of the squadron minus gyro and
radare.

13 At 1110, LADAVA was detached in accordance with
instructions from you, Sir, (COMPNGFOR OPS 01864k of 262340Z
NOV /3 and AITAPE 2?06462 NOV 73 refers), and returned to
Lombrum berthing at 1200. In accordance with COMPNGFOR
directive, my radar was stripped and the replacement part for
HMAS S/ I (Lieutenant J.E. Parsons, RAN) removed, thereby
rendering my cwn radar unserviceable., At this stage the new
part ordered from Australia was located in Naval Stores and
immediately installed. ADAVA's radar was reassembled on
completion and rendered serviceables

13. LADAVA remained alongside that evening and at 0800
Wednesday 28th, prepared to sall with the recmainder of the
squadron, However, both main engines went to "fail to start"

and the sailing was delayed while Base Staff investigated.

After removal of both pyropress switches and replacement,
%Agﬂﬂﬂ slipped and proceeded at 1010 rejoining the c¢quadron at
030,

1k, On Friday 30th at 0845, LADAVA sailed with the
Seamanship Training Class onboard for the practical gunnery

examination, This having been completed LADAVA returned
to Lombrum berthing at 1200,

154 The material condition of the ship is very good and

all planned maintenance is up to date, The health, welfare,
morale and conduct of the Ship!s Company is very good.

I have the honour to be,
SLr ,

Your Obedient Servant,

(G F, SMITHE:&JHJ:%hﬂd

Licutenant RAN

Commanding Officer.,

Enclosures: 1. Steaming AnneX.,
2. Monthly Return of ship Availlablilitye.

RESTRICTLO. RESTRIGTED
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STEAMING ANNEX

49 Distance steamed during November 2513 miles

s Hours underway during November 205 hours

3e Total distance steamed since commissioning 123,709 miles
4, Total hours underway since commissioning 9321 hours

5 Number of days on patrecl during November 13 days

6., Occasions of exceeding fast routeing speed

DATE SPEED DURATION REMARKS

07 NOV 73 19K 7 HRS SAR M,V. WONAM

27-29 NOV 73  VARIOUS

RESTRICTED

RESTRICTED.
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Report of Proceedings
HMAS LADAVA - dated

EXERCISE ANNEX

1« Action Stations

2. Leaving Ship Stations
3« Emergency Stations

4. SUFX 40/60 and .50 CAL
5. Small Arms firing

6. NBCDX

/7« Steering gear breakdown
8 Floodex

9. Blind pilotage

10. Boardex

115 Towexs
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Address.:

Telephone:

Quote in Reply

766=D1=0 Headquarters |
"""""""""""""""" : Papua New Guinea Defence Force

Murray Barracks Iree Bag
BOROKO MG |

< Jan Ph
The  Chairman
Chiefs of Staff Committee

. The Secfetary

T o L T

” Department of Defence (Navy Office)

F For Information:

The Fleag Officer Commanding
HM Australian Fleet

The Commander
ﬁgﬁtralian Hine Warfare and Patrol Forces

The Commanding Officexr
HMAS TARANGAU

The Commending Officer
HMAS LADAVA

REPORT OF PROCEIDINGS = EMAS LADAVA
NOVEMBLER 1973

References: A. BHMAS LADAVA's Report of Proceedings for November 1973
Be My 766.D1.8 dated January 1974,

1. Comnents on the matters raised in Paragraphs 5 and 8 of reference A.
are forwarded in accordance with reference B, |

2o HMAS LADAVA's signal DTG 0702457 NOV 73 referred to in paragraph 5
nf_refﬁrence A. was received in this Headquarters at 070331% NOV. However,
this signal was not passed to the Force Operations Centre, from which the SAR
for the MV Wonam was being directed. However, HMAS LADAVA's signal

0706227 NOV 73 was received at 070700Z HOY and it advised of the ships intended
movements to Lombrum end required no further action. '

e An internal problem of signal distribution and correct identification
of the action officer in this Headquarters resulted in HIIAS LADAVA's

priority signal not being answered. The system in force at that time has
been revised,

K Operational control of HMAS LADAVA had been transferred to 2 PIR
-ltf'fﬂr the P‘&I‘iﬂd
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for the period of deployment in support of Exercise Marine Apparatus

(2 PIR battalion exercise conducted in the Wewak/Aitape area). When a

call for assistance was received from Civil Defence and the District

Commissioner in Wewak, 2 PIR were directed to assist using either HMAS _
MADANG or LADAVA provided it did not interfere with the tasks involved }
in the exercise., The missing vessel had been reported as overdue by its /

owner's representative in Wewak,

De Assistance was rendered due to the importance that Civil Defence
in Port Moresby and the District Commissioner in Wewak had placed on the
overdue vessels Two air searches had been flown by civil aircraft

at the expense of the PNG Government. Once the missing vessel was
located by the searching aircraft no other vessels were available in the

erea to make contacte oo
et
e P
(W. Ho WANSLEY)
Colonel

Acting Commander
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FILE 18/6/4712C

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
(NAVY OFFICE)

HMAS DA\/ Revort of Proceedings DecemMpeg '~

ASAHSY y 14/ 3] T

NOTES: A., This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

B. The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director'!s comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments,

C, Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.

D, If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or

reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above.
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b1 FEB A
Telephone: &
Quote in Reply _ - H%
766=D1=8 ' "f\ AN
""""""""""""""""" ﬁ*;:ﬁ
The Chairman
Chiefs of Staff Committee (1)

The Secretary
= Department of Defence (Navy Office)(4)

For Information:

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM Australian Fleet (2)

The Commander
Australian Mine Warfare and Patrol l'orces

The Commanding Officer
HMAS TARANGAU

The Commanding Officer

NAVY —CANBERRSA

i &

Address

Headquarters

!h72é

Papua New Guinea Defence Force

Murray Barracks Free Bag
BOROKO PNG

7 Feb 74

HMAS LADAVA
HMAS LADAVA - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
"~ DECLMBER 1973

1 Forwarded.

RESTRICTED
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Commander
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S LADAVA
at Port Moreshy

23 JAH 1974

The.Commanding Officer
IMAS TARANGAU

HMAS LADAVA - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - DECEMBER 1973
1 oy

=]
.

Sir

; I have the honour to report the procecdings of
HMA Ship under my command for the month of December 1973.
A1l times are Zone Kilo (-10).

£ The first three days of this month were spent
alongside in Lombrum undergoing a self maintenance period.
At 1740 on Monday 3rd, instructions were received from
Headquarters Papua New Guinea Defence Force ordering Ladava
to sea, (COMPNGFOR OPS 019074 of 040721Z DEC 73 refers),
At 1900 LADAVA slipped and proceeded for Sissano where the
Indonesian Vessel in distress was anchored.

3 After an uneventful passage LADAVA anchored
alongside the Indonesian Motor Vessel MANOKVARI at 1008 on
WVednesday 5th. Technical staff from LADAVA were transferred
in an attempt to rectify the engine fault. However upon
investigation it was found that the cluteh plate had
sheered and was beyond repair. At 1715 the decision was
made to take the vessel in tow (My 050720Z DEC 73 refers)
and at 1825 with the M.V. MANOKWARI in tow LADAVA sailed
for Vanimo, The weather was worsening however the tow was
able to continue without any difficulty. A Speed of
Advance of 6.6 knots was maintained enabling LADAVA plus
M.V. MANDOK\/ARI to anchor in Vanimo harbour at 0215 on
Thursday 6th.

i At 0840 as no further instructions had been
received from HQPNGDEF LADAVA sailed for Madang. However
at 1050 LADAVA was ordered to return to Vanimo berthing
there at 1330.. (COMPNGFOR OPS 019194 of 060033Z DEC 73
refers). TFurther advice was then received from HQPNGDF
instructing LADAVA to tow the M.V, MANOKVARI to Jayapura the
capital of Irian Jaya. A separate report has been
forwarded on the visit, LADAVA'S letter dated 20 December
1973 refers, The tow having been successfully completed
LADAVA returned to PNG territorial waters berthing at
VANIMO at 1550 on Saturday 8th.

B LADAVA remained alongside for that evening sailing
at 0900 on Sunday 9th for Madang. Thilst on passage at

0216 on Monday 10th LADAVA struck a log or object (My SIG KKE
of 091715Z DEC 73 refers). Upon investigation no apparent
damage had been sustained and the passage to Madang was
continued., LADAVA berthed at the coastal wharf at Madang

at 1030 on Monday 10th.,

RESTRIGTED -
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B AT 0715 on Tuesday 11th LADAVA slipped and
proceecded to the Madang Slipway, where at 0810 LADAVA was
slipped for her Intermcdiate Docking. ~For the next seven
days LADAVA remained on the slip undergoing maintenance on
the hull and underwater fittings. At 0830 on ZTuesday 18th
LADAVA was unslipped and oroceeded to the Shell Vharf to
fuel; Fuelling having been comnleted LADAVA shifted

berth to the Main Vharf for fresh water finally sailing

for Lombrum at 1200, “
i Once clear of Madang the Quarterly Full Power
trial was conducted with all machinery performing
satisfactoriliy. After another unéventful passage LADAVA
berthed at Lombrum at 0700 on Wednesday 1Gth. LADAVA
remained alongside Lombrum until 0540 on Friday 21st when
ordered to ‘sail with a scarch party onboard for the
VVestern Ind of Manus Island where a helicopter had crashed.
However wnilst only two hours aut LADAVA was ordered to
return berthing once again at Lombrum at 0830.

8, LADAVA remained alongside for the next six days
for the christmas holiday break, sailing in accordance with
the PNG2ATRON programme on Thursday 27th at 1200 for Port
Moresby. The Only incident whilst on passage was when it
vas notlced that the lower lcad light on Cape Nelson was

not burning (my 281805Z DEC 73 refers). At 1000 or

ounday 30th LADAVA berthed at Port Moresby remaining there
fornghasmenainder of the month.

9. The material condition of the ship is very good
and planned maintenance is up to date. The health,
morale and wclfare and conduct of the Ship's Company is
excellent,

I have the honour te be,

S & B g

Your obcediant servan?;//

T “"""-—l-“h.'-"'-—-.,___-.

(G.F. SMITH)
LIEUTENANT RAN
COMMANDING OFPICER

EFnclosures:

ANNEX A, >teaming Annex,
B. Monthly return of ships availability.
C. Exercise Annex,

RESTRIGTED
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ANNEX 'A!

Steaming Anncx

g P Distance steamed during December 2,034 Mls

e Hours underway during December 167 Hrs

£ Total distance stcamed since commissioning 125,743 Mls

i Total hours undcrway since commissioning 9,488 Hrs

5 Number of days on »atrol during December 13 Days

B Occasion of exceeding fast routeing speed:

DATE SPEED DURATION REMARKS

4~5 DEC 73 16 _knots 21 Hours SAR

18 DEC 73 22.5 knots 1T Hour Quarterly full
power trial.

21 DEC T3n 18 knots 2% Hours SAR

ANNEX 'B!

Monthly return of ship availability.

Attached.

ANNEX 'C?

o

Exercise Anncex

T Rt R Ol e G B R 8 Pl W T il PR i e

1, Action stations

2. Leaving ship stations

B Emergency stations

4, Blind pilotage

Da Steering gear breakdown.
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