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FILE 18/6/471SL

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
(NAVY OFFICE)

___Report of Proceedings JANVARY (174
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NOTES: A, This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

B. The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director!s comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments,

C., Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3% are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.

D, If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above.
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Telephone: Address.

Quote in Reply

766'31"‘22 ,,,,,,, Headquarters
Papua New Guinea Defence Force

Murray Barracks Free Bag
BORCKO FPNG

&,? é Feb 74

The Chairman
Chiefs of Staff Committee (1)
The Secretary
——=> Department of Defence (Navy Office) (%)

For Informations

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM Australian Fleet (2)

The Commander
Australian Mine Warfare and Patrol Forces

The Commanding Officer
HMAS TARANGAU

The Commanding Officer

HMAS LAE
@ﬁ} HMAS LAE - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
" JEANUARY 197
1. Forwarded,

7

(J. W. NORRIE)

- Brigadier
/’l Commander

RESTRICTED

RESTRIGTED
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- RESTRIGIED -

HMAS LAE
at Lombrum

1st FEBUARY 1974

The Commanding Officer
HMAS TARANGAU

HMAS LAY - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS ~ JANUARY 1974

e LB

Sir,

I have the honour to report the nroceedings of
HMA Ship under my command for the month of January 1974.
All times are zone Kilc (-10),

gt LAE commenced the month alongside at Lombrum,
having returned from Christmas in Rabaul on 28+th December,
Self maintenance continued when work started on Wednesday -
2nd January and as there were no outstanding major defects,
ship's staff continued on planned maintenance and ship's
husbandry.

e " This work continued for the remainder of the

week, culminating in Captain's Rounds at 1400 Monday 7th
January, The appearance of the ship had improved consider-
ably in the previous week however several faults were

noted for rectification. Cockroaches scem to present

a continual problem in ILAE. Despite treatment by service
staff in Lombrum and Port Moresby during the month, they
are still present in large numbers.

4, At 1000, Tuesday 8th January, IAE sailed on a
threée week patrol to Port Moresby and the Gulf of Papus
ares. The passage was made in calm fine weather,
deteriorating slightly on Wednesday to overcast skies

and variable winds. Passage through Hornbill Passage
was completed on Thursday morning, and, having some howrc
in hand, the ship berthed briefly at Samarai where

fresh stores were taken on board,

D The ship entered Port Moresby Harbour on Friday
11th January and berthed at the support Squadron Wharf at
0900, After fuel and stores had been taken on board,
the ship remained at the berth for the weeck-end,

6. The patrol commenced at 1715 on Tuesday,

15th January when IAE sailed for Daru, Landfall was
made at Bramble @ay at 0915 on Wednesday and the ship
entered Daru Roads at 1300, After a slow passage up the
Roads LAE came to anchor half a mile from Daru Jetty at

1420.

3" After spending the night at Daru, LAE weighed
anchor and commenced passage to Kerema at 1500 on 17th
January. The overnight passage was made in ideal conditions

and LAE arrived at the entrance $o Kerema bar at full tide
and continued up the bmui?d channel to secure at Kerems

wharf at 0805, Eﬂfs mmﬂﬁ* /T]fl
« e e e e

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT10/73292



RESTRIGTED-

2*

e The week-end at Kerema was an enjoyable one for
the ships company. Numerous sporting fixtures and social
events werc’organised and these gained the full support

of the crew, The ship was opened for inspection on
caturday and Sunday and about two hundred local residents
took the opportunity to tour the ship.

e - LAE sailed from Kerema at 0800 Monday 21st

January, and procceded towards Yule Island I Se gl ee . pitd
weather, After anchoring at 1405, the ship was opened to
visitors and some forty school children from the local mission
were given a guided tour.

Wi ~ The ship remained at anchor until after lunch on
Tuesday, when at 1300, she weighed and completed the short
rassage to Vari Vari Island, The wiad had frecshened to

a force four westerly and IAT took the opportunity to
anchor in the lee of the island at ] [T

i The final leg of the patrol was completed on
Vednesday 23rd January when LAE sailed from Vari Vari
Island and entered Port Moresby to berth at the Support
Squadron wharf at 1020. After taking on fuel and fresh
provisions, LADL remained alongside for Friday and the
week-end,

2% LAE left Port Moresby at 1000 Monday 28th
January for the threce day return passage to Manuvs Island.
Progress to the east was made in ealm hazy conditions. - The

transit through China Strait was made at 0400 on Tuesday,
after which the weather closed in and heavy rain was
expericnced across Milne Bay. Reduced visibility
forced the ship to anchor for an hour before proceeding
through Hornbill Passagc at 0810.

13 The remainder of the passage passcd uneventfully |
With the ship at times being buffeted by stiff westerly winds,
LAE berthed alongside at Lombrum at 1210 on 31st January

and commenced a four day self maintenance period.

14, In spite of LAF!'s postponed rcfit, the engineering
department is functioning smoothly with no machinery defects,
There are two clectrical decfects which remain at the

end of January. The radar has a .ecurring defeet which
regularly causcs blown fuzes, however the fault could not

be ascertained by civilian contractors in Port Moresby.
Desplite cfforts by base staff the remoting systems for

the ship's radio cquipment to the wheelhousc and flying
bridge are still unsecrvicable. (My TM 145 dated 23NOV73
refers) Base staff is continuing work on both defects.

15. The health, morale and conduct of the shin's
company remalined good during the month,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG10/73292
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I have the honour to be,
Sl i

Your obedient servant,

N/

)
(D.S. TERT)

Lieutcnant RAN
COMLANDING OFFICER

ANNEX A, Steaming Annex
i Monthly return of ship's availability
C. Exercise Annex

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG10/73292



ANNEX 'A?!

Steaming Annex

Qe

Distance steamed during the month
Distance steamed since commissioning
Hours underway during the month
Hours underway since commissioning
Days on patrol during month

Occassions exceeding cconomical speed

ANNEX 'B!

S E R e g

S

Monthly return of ships avallability - attached

ANNEX ¢t

Ixercise Annex - Nil return

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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2;399.3

138,794.5
192
10,594

Mis
Mlgs
Hrs

Hrs

14 Nights

Nil
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FILE 18/6/ 43808

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
(NAVY OFFICE)

LAE Revort of Proceedings FERRUARY 1914
. |

NOTES: A., This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

B. The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments.

C., Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.

D, If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above.
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s E 1LY G

Telephone: 2 B "R ‘P“

Quote in Reply \
?66-D1-22 AVY REROT wﬁj Headquarters
s e o e SR Fapua New Guinea Defence Force
Murray Barracks Free Bag
BOROKU PNG

25 Mar 74

Address:

The Chairman
Chiefs of Staff Committee (1)

tThe becretary
———= Department of Lefence (Navy Office) (4)

For Information:

The Flag Cfficer Commanding
HM Australian Fleet (2)

The Commander
Australian Mine warfare and Patrol Forces

The Commanding Cfficer
HMAS TARANGAU

The Commanding Officer
HMAS LAk

HMAS LAE REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS = FEBRUARY 1974

y ™ Forwarded.,

e DBefore sailing Monday 11 Feb 74, HMAS LAE's Charge MIF was hospitalised.
At short notice the Charge job was assumed by A/ERAD2 LINGA with A/ERAD2
RUNGUL as second. This is the first occasion that one of the FNG Division
kikAs has had charge, and it was gratifying to learn that he carried out

his duties well under the testing conditions of a major patrol boat

exercise and the Royal Tour,

(Jo W. NORRIE)
Brigadier
Comumander

RESTRIGTED

R TRICTED
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In reply guote:— FL 1] RESTH!G‘IE& HMAS LAE
at Lombrum

(HMarch 1974

The Commanding Officer
HMAS TARANGAU

HMAS LALE — REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS -~ FEBRUARY 1974

5 g

L= 1 have the honour to report the proccedings of HMA Ship
under my command for the month of February 1974. All times are
Zone Kilo (-10).

. LAE commerniced the month alongside at Lombrum for a self
maintenance period, having returned from nratrol on 31st January.
There were no major outstanding defects and ship's technical staff
proceeded with planned maintenance while the seamen continued with
shipB8 husbandry. During this period of maintenance, base staff
were successful in wiring an interim remoting system for the UdF
radio to the bridge. This worked well during Squadex Four but will
have to be rcdone during the forthcoming refit. '

e LAE, in company with AITAPE and LADANG sailed at 0900

on Thursday 7th February for a shake down prior to Squadex Four.
During the exercises conducted on Thursday, LAE sustained steering
gear damage anc¢ returned to harbour to secure at Lombrum at 1720.
The defective part, which was found to be the steering gearbox was
worked on by ship's and base staff and temporary repairs were com—
pleted allowing the ship to proceed to sea at 2145, LAE came %o
anchor with MADANG and AITAPE off Koruniat Island at 21°20.

', The next morning, at 0600, the three ships were sailed
from this anchorage for the SAREX phascof the shake dowr. 4 thor-
ough search was carried out of the designatcd area without success
before the ships returned to Lombrum (AITAPE's ROP for February
1574 contain's further details of the shake down).

£ LAE secured alongside at Lombrum at 1555, After the ship
nad topped up with fuel, base staff removed the defective steering
gearbox and replaced it with another, LAE then remained alongsice
for the remainder of the weck-end.

6. On Monday morning at 0900, AITAPE, MNADANG and LAE

sailed from Lombrum for the work up phase of Squadex Four. Soon
after leaving  Seadler Harbour MADANG was detailed to investigate

an alledgedillegal fishing boat while the other two ships procceded
as originally planncd, During the ensuing days both AITAPE and

LAE were plagucd with radar defects and these forced the cancellation
of some serials.

T LADAV: joinced at 1150 on 12th February and the three
ships continued south into Milnec Bay through Hornbill Passage.
They then proceedcd to Samarai to fuel and for an initizsl

de briefing. On completion they sailed for further exercises,

—_—

<
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8. The next phase of the e€xercise, the Operational Readiness
Evaluationhas to bereduced in Scope due to ‘the uhservicability of
AITAPE's radar and the fact thatMADANG had still not rejoined,
Gunnery firings and an abbreviated ORE were conducted Thursday,
after which the ships anchored in the Confliect Group Lagoon.

9. The last exercise of the week's activities was the joint
OAREX, held on Friday 15th February, and involving units of the
RAAF and the Maritime Element of the PNGDF, The exercise which
commenced at 0800 was completed succesgssfully when the "survivorg"
were located at 1220 and subsequently picked up by AITAPE, The
eredit for the success of the operation however, belomngs to the
men' 1in blue, as the patrol boats played only a minor part in
the actual search operations.

g 10" On completion of this exercise AITAPE and LAE proceeded
into Milne Bay where they Joined LADAVA at anchor at Gili Gili at
2120, Further details of exercises held during the week are con-
tained in AITAPE's ROP for February-1974.

11 The debriefing was held in AITAPE oén Saturday morning,
after which the ships moved %o Alotau for water and for the dis-
embarkation of obscrvers, After watering each ship proceeded to

Samarai, fuelled at the Main Wharf, then shifted to the
Government wharf, LAE secured alongside LADAVA at this wharf
at 1650 on saturday and remained there for thc weok-end.

s LAE,. in company with LADAVA, sailed from Samarsi at

0915 on Monday 18th February for the passagze to Rabaul. At 1915

that night, LADAVA was detached to assist AITAPE with an injured

crewman, and LA& continued north independently. Good timewas made
~during the passage and LAE arrived in Rabaul in the early hours

of Wednesday morning to berth at Bay Street Wharf =2t 0145, LADAVA

arrived and berthed alongside later that day. Both ships remaineg

therc for three days while the crews prepared for their Royal

Escort duties.

13 At 0615, Saturday, 23ra February, LAE, with LADAVA,
cast off and proceecded out of Rebaul Harbour to rendezvous with
ALTAPE and MADANG. This was donc at 0740 and after a short briefing
in AITAPE the four ships proceeded southwards to meet with HMY
BRITANNIA (RADM R. Trowbridge) and HMAS TORRENS, On sighting -

the two ships, course was adjusted before the four patrol bnats
turned together to fall in astern,

Tl The squadron then complied with the movements of the
Royal Yacht until 1200, £t this time, after TORRENS hadg completed
her steam past, the squadron hauled out to port and overtook
BRITANNIA to cheer Hor Majesty the Queen. The squadron then
wheeled to return %o its position astern of BRITANNIA and TORRENS.,

T8 The ships took station to enter Rabaul harbour, at1330,

As they steamed up the harbour, the six ships of the Royal
Squadron received an enthusiastic weicome by an assortment of small
craft, BRITANNIA anchored near the allocated Royal landing amid

a specgacle of thousands of chneering residcnts and colourfully
decorated boats. ' LAE berthed astern of TORRENS at the Bay

Street Wharf at 1450. The four patrol boat Commanding Officers
then called on the Commanding Officer of TORRENG Captain D.J, Martin

RESWEMCTED. resesceadlb

RCDIG10/73292
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1§%h r %AE Dply renained alongeide until 2000 when, in company
with LADAVA, shc sailed for Port Moreshy., The passage via the
A

China Strait was made in plecasant conditions and the ships arrived
1? Eéanty Of %timc o rendezvous with BRITANNIA and RFA TIDESURGE

R =T e ~ ; ‘ y
is thz §2t§§n§;'f$ fﬁfﬁ %orsgbylﬁarpog?; §t_0§}3 onn 26th F?bruary. |

y miLly was not embarked in the Royal Yacht the

entrance was hot as well supported as it had been in Ra%aul A
strong'on shore north westerly prevented RRITANNIA from bev%hiné
alm?gslde. Both she and TIDESURGE anchored ir. *he hﬁrbnu} ﬁhile
LADﬂYﬁ and LAE berthed at the PNG Support -quadron Wharf LAR
réemained here for the last days of Fe%rumry; This whar% also be-

cgmﬁ the Rmyﬂl lﬂﬂQimg and this resulted in considerable ceremony
with the passing of numerous important personages,

. - 4_ - ¥ o 5 v o g
ggé i The ugcgrqugiles of LAE and LADAVA wure completed when
two nmmgm@1pg Cfficers took their lcave of Ler Majesty the
Queen on 28tk February The two officers were g ented i
- : ruary. > WwO oilicers werec presented briefly
to Her Majesty FRA The Prince Phili TTIITT M o : =
: Jesty, he Hee ra1lip, HRH The Princess Anne and
Captain Phillips prior to the Roval Family?s & : ‘
i sl e _the Roya amily?s departure for Jackson's
p wiere they boarded an aircraft for Australia.

18 The technical gc koY
: - 1cal department continucs to functi -
e e i i " : nuc! uncition well

no significant defects at the end of the month, ko,

195 The health, moralc and conduct of the Ship's compa

during the month has becn very good.

I have the honour to be,
o

Your obedient servant
A e )

i G

¢

J .I f
( el [ ‘
AL
l;\"'m ; '{? ;.ll Fi *h/
Naa s i
; I,-*"

(D.S. PERT)
LISUTENANT RAN
COMMANDING OFFICER

ANNEX A, oteaming Annex
'f \—"8, Monthly Return of Sliip's Availability

C. iXercise Annex

RESTRIGIED O.
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ANNEX A

Steaming Annex

i. D?stance steamcd during the month 2751.3 Mls

‘ Dlstance_ﬂteamed since commissioning y g Lar TG Mis

c. Hours utdermey during the month 205  Hrs

- = : — # = * = :j

;. %ﬁura underwa{ slnce commissioning 10799 Hrs
: ays on patrol during m h

) p ing month g & Days

Occassions excceding eccmomical Spead

(1) 7FEB - 8FEB Shake down to Sguagd
. . Ml K2 Vil T b-’:.l'.laﬂﬂ}{ Fon
(2) ijEB - 16FEB Squadex Four e
(3) EJ{EB Royal Escort Duties
(4) 26FEB Royal Escort Duties
ANNEX B

Monthly return of ships availability - attached
ANNEX C

Exercisc Annex
m

1 } TFEB — 8 FEB Sb ak O d D!f‘rp t o T @ TS
i AAR O 1 T0 cCQUADEX PFQOUR
2) 11FEB - 15FEB SQUADEX FOUR (ATTAPT!« BOD
1974 reférs). : (AITAPE's ROP rebruary

%@:mmo
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FILE 428/3/719
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE

e e T

(NAVY OFFICE)

Report of ProcecedingsMAR . i

QoA L e w i A i

NOTES: A, This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon after they reach Navy COffice.

B, The report will be given agein to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments,

C., Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are reierred to
Directors and Heads of Branches,

D, If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above,

% 24/5
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\ RESTRICTED
Headquarters
Telephone 56166 F’apug New Guinea Defence Force
Murray Barracks Free Bag
Quote in Reply BOROKO PNG
766D =22

............................

-

The Chairman
Chiefs of Staff Committee (1)

The Secretary
— Department of Defence (Navy Office) (4)

For Information:

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM Australian Fleet (2)

The Commander
Australian Mine Warfare and Patrol Forces (1)

The Commanding Officer
HMAS TARANGAU

The Commanding Officer
HMAS LAE

HMAS LAE REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS « MARCH 1974

Forwarded.

floe

(J. W. NORRIE)

Brigadier
e Commander

RESTRICTED

RESTRIGTED
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.
i HAR

i iSO i . HMAS LAE (PTF 93)
N, }1 s T at Lombrum

:4 ,1 : 1 et 1 April, 1974,

The Commanding Officuor
IMAS TARANGAU

HMAS LAE REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS = MARCH, 1974

Sir,

I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMA Ship
under my command for the month of March, 1974, All times are

24 Af'ter completing Royal escort duties on 28th February,
LAE was alongside at Port Moresby at the beginning of March. At
1020, ESaturday 2nd March, in company with LADAVA, she slipped from
Support Squadron wharf for the return passage to Lombruym.

Ja Although the passage was hindered slightly by heavy rain,
both ships made good time to enter Seeadler Harbour on the morning
of 5th March and berth at HMAS TARANGAU at 0800,

4, LAE then commenced a self maintenance period which
continued for the remainder of the week, There were no major
defects and ship's staff procesded with planned maintenance and
ship husbandry.

5e At 1000, Monday 11th March, LAE cast off and proceeded
Iirom Lombrum on a short Northern area patrol, The ship steamad
overnight towards the New Guinea coast in gusty north westerly
winds and 2M seas.

6. Ihe weather moderated considerably on entering Vitiaz
Strait and the ship proceeded into Dreger Harbour at 1100 and
secured at Bunti wharf at 1130, In the afternoon the ship's
sporting teams confidently accepted challenges by local students,
however ther esidents ware cuccessful in each encounter.

2o The ship cast off at 0800 the following morning ang
after clearing the harbour, continued on a southerly course across
Huon Gulf,. LAE then passed through the narrow entrance to Mort
Harbour to anchor at 1720, ;o f; / | K P, |
o " At 0800 Thursday 1il4th March, the ship weighed and
proceeded towards Lae town, She arrived to secyre alongside MV
OLGA SCHEU at the small ships!' wharf at 1300. The ship then had
to change to an alongside berth at 1500 to facilitate fuelling

and watering. After replenishing she remained in this berth for
the night. o - |

Ve | On Friday afternoon with at least two foreseeable berth
changes over the weekend, it was decided to move to an anchorage.
So at 1300 LAE cast off and came to anchor approximately three
cables to the south west of the wharf,

i il ) € i B = B8 et +e+/10. The ship

RCDIG10/73292
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10 The shiv remained =zt
! 1D rcmained at anchor until 1600, M
| Blp rema onday 18

Eﬁgc& ghfn she_”aﬁ¢ia ior Madang town. After tﬂe nigh% paggage

. QGHKE*Ed M?aa%; 2ioour to bertay at the small ships! wharf

%o tﬁ5,é Th% S remalined here only briefly before shifting
berthesohgi% giggygéff}fuel. Ihls provided a well sheltered

& remainsd here overnicht - joine 7

AS 000 el verrignt and was joined by HMAS MADANG

11, At 1800 the same day, 1fi =

i e o o2 e Sdll@ day, . alter watering at the mai
ﬁgtﬂ‘shlp?+sallea for the mouth of the oeplyk %iver. Fg;ntggarf?
e iu%ngt511 dgys? petween 21st and 27th March, MADANG and LAE
penetrated the Sepik River to an estimated 267 miles (HMAS MADANG!
ROP of March 1974 refers), ”

;gﬁﬂent t?uringﬁt@ese;@ays both ships encountered largc
e Paﬁiiﬁs UE Elqaj;ﬁg a?d half floating debris of varying
ot wﬁé e ;t?pg rﬁﬂ¢a1d NOT register any definite log strikes
Mo cléfﬁijrmtﬁ oLt strikes 4id occur. A period at high paaer
al'll.g vhe rilverl mouth did not prod - ' '
however a survey by divers on 10T produce any shaft vibration
1vers on return to base., rev
TR R e s Beea 9 ealed a numbe
ofﬁgga%gféﬁgfnt“tﬁgna 1? E?tb propellors. (TARANGAU!'s P282315§
MAR 1Ers). 1orne Ol these were sufficent seriou
the operationa? capacity of the ship, Bt e g L
;ﬁ; ) wqqhﬂfter lgi?ipg the ©epik River at 1200, 27th March., both
Lcﬂﬁg made go?g tlTu 1n calm conditions to secure alongsidejat
run at 0503, the following morning,

14 LAE th ~

. : el commuenced a self maintenanc ‘ '

. i ' il A e EI'
continued for the romainder of the month. period which
15, The :zizetriecal and i
ST e 4 1P angd QﬂgﬂnEEriﬁ@ dE a e .
3 S . i = s o o e r Lﬂ'm

function withous any significant defeetg . bt
1 - - ﬁ 3 | ] = .
C;ﬁpan } uuilﬂg Eha.mmntE the health and morale of the Ship's

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedjient servant,

(D.S. PERT)
Licutenant RAN
Commanding Officer

Ae Qtecaming Annex

W i o :
B. . ﬂanth%y Return of Ship's Availability
C. Ixercise Anrex,

W
L
T

P
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i
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TRIOCTER
gwﬁﬂghEB ANNEX A to HMAS LAE
REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

dated 1 April, 1974

STEAMING ANNEX

@+ Distance steamed during the month 2546, % m1

D Distance steamed since commissioning 14#09272 mlS

Qs Hours underwsy during the month 204‘ hr:

d, Hours underway since commissioning %1003 hrs

€. Days on patrol during month 14 d

e Occasions exceeding economical speeds el
13 Mar Quarterly Full Power Irial (1 hour)

21=-27 Mar oepik River Penetration,

-— m—
. iy — -
L] = Ema LEs L
wrn - ' -
- Lomm - - Fra
mary - T
L e Hmn e
g ey - f_o

ANNEX C to HMAS LAE
REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

dated 1 April, 1974

EXERCISE ANN

g

12 March - Action Stati
- ions, Em - : ‘
Stations, NBCD ﬂrilfz?ency Stations, Leaving ohip
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FILE 428/3///5

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE

(NAVY OFFICE) /f?»‘j 0 751

Revnort of Proceed S

NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon after they reach Navy Cffice,

B. The report will be given again to Board lMembers with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments,

C, QCirculation lists numbers 2 and 3 are reierred to
Directors and Heads of Branches,

D, If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or

reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above,
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Telephone 56166

Headquarters

Quote in Reply rapua New Guinea Defence Force
Murray Barracks Free Bag
FobmD = o v e BCRCKO PNG

The Chairman
Chiefs of Staff Committee (1)

The Secretary
- Department of Defence (Navy Cffice) (&)

For Information:

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM Australian Fleet (2)

The Commander
Australian Mine Warfare and Patrol Forces (1)

The Commanding Officer
HMAS TARANGAU

The Commanding Officer
HMAS LAE

q- HMAS LAE REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS = APRIL 1974
Forwarded,

(Jo W. NORRIE)
Brigadier
&7 Commander

5?,) May 74
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RESTRICTED

EMAS IAE (PTF 93)
&% Cairnes

1st May, 1974

&

The Commanding Officerx
HMAS TARANGAU

ke

——

Ll have the hﬁﬂjl“ U0 report tThe proceedings of HMA Ship
under my command for the month of April 1974. AL imes are
Zone Kilo (~10)

By At the begéﬂvﬁnb of the month LAE was a_mnEUﬂde at
Lombrum undergoing e self maintenance period. LEUT R.A. Cherake
PNGDF joined 2nd April and assumed the duties of EF”Cuulfe Officer
4th April. He relieved LEUT J.I. Manians PNGDF who was posted

to TARANGAU.

D' Prior to this handover CEphalﬂ‘ﬂ Rounds and Divisions
were held 3rd April and the high standard of hoth reflected
creditably on the outgoing Executive O0fficer.

4 At 1000 Thursday 4th April, LAE cast off and proceeded

out of Seadler Harbour for tﬂe passage to Calirns. The ship
arrived at Samarai where fuel was taken on and overnight leave
granted.,

D LAG eailed at O80C Sunday morning for the passagde across
the Coral Sea. During the crossing a force Zive south

easterly and 2-3 metre seas were GKBET:emceu DELOTF the landfall
was made on fuston Reeil Light at 10 Wonquy, fth April. LAR
then proceeded into Cairns Harbour LD secure at 1500,

¥ The following day at 08370, LAE proceeded Lo sea for pre
refit trials, returning alongside at 1015, For the remainder
of the week, prior to Easter, the ship was destored.

e ‘ At 0615, Tuesday 16th April LAE cast off and proceeded
to Smith's Creek where she was slipped at 0700. Work then

commenced on the ship's biennial refit,

8. The refi?v continued for the remainder of the month
while the Ship s company were employed on shiy husbandry and
stores replacement. At this stage it appears that the refit will

be successfuily completed by the programmed date

e &

RESTRICIED

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT10/73292



RESTRICTED

R

The health, morale and conduct of the ship's company

Se
during the month has been satisfactory.

I have the honour to be,
5 e

Your obedient servant,
5 ,.r’; 1&

s [ i - : :
\ e : i '1.;;';," {
i

—

(D.S. PERT)
Lieutenant RAN
Commanding Officer

ANNEX A, Steaming Annex
B. Monthly Return of Ship's Availability

C. Exercise Annex

RCDIGT1073292
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RESTRICTED
ANNEX A

Steaming Annex

2. Distance steamed during the month 1177.1 Mls
b. Distance steamed since commissioning 142722.9 Mls
c. Hours underway during the month 835 hours
d. Hours underway since commissioning 11086 hours
e. Days on patrol during month 5 Days

f. Occasions exceeding economical speed

(1.) 7-8 FEB Ship proceeded at 16 Kts during transit of
Coral Sea (COMPNGFOR KNA 2804307 MAR 74 refers)

(2.) 9 FEB Pre Refit Trials

ANNEX B

Monthly return of ship's availability - attached.

ANNEX C

Exercise Annex - Nill Return.
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FILE 428/3/ |bl

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE

e e R TR M L W LN

(NAVY OFFICE)

MAS \AE _ Report of Procecedingsma-( 17‘\“

et

NOTES: A, This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon after they reach Navy Office,

B, The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments,

C, Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are reriferred to
Directors and Heads of Branches,

D, If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or

reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above,

. T
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Telephone 56166 Headquarters

I 1 oy wuy nr y 1 - - i e » 1
k' | ;Lia i'-lel!lli' 'H_I‘le;ﬂa .-L.J"e I ELJ];EE f D‘r{:ﬂ

Quote in Reply Murray Barracks Free Bag
766=D1=2 BGRCKO PNG

B & 8 B &8 & 8 & & B & & & @
Chairman

Chiefs of Staff Committee

The Secretary
##H,JE? Degartment of Defence (Navy Office) (4)

For Information:

The Flag Officer Commanding
HeMe Australian Fleet (2)

The Commander
Australian Mine Warfare and Patrol Forces

The Commanding Officer
HMAS TARANGAU

The Commanding Officer
HMAS LAE

HMAS LAE REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - MAY 1974

1 Forwarded.

(JoWe NORRIE,)
Brigadier
Commander

C%Z%Z; Jun 74
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-

HMAS IAE (PTF~93)
At Cairns

1st June, 1974

The Commanding Officer
HMAS TARANGAU

HMAS LAE - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - MAY 1974
_“ =
Sl

I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMA Ship
under my command for the month of May 1974, All times are in

Zone Kilo (-10).

£ HMAS LAE spent the entire month in the hands of North
Queensland Engineers and Agents undergoing its biennial rerfit,

S The two generators were replaced on 10th May and the
two main engines on 14th May. The ship was unsliipped by tug

at 0535 16th May and secured at number 1 wharf for the remainder
of the month.

4 o The refit - progressed satisfactorily during the
month, It now appears that the refit will have to be extended
by one week to give a completion date of 21st June. These

five extra working days are necessary to compensate for four
public holidays prior to the new completion date.

De The health, morale and conduct of the ship's company
during the month have been satisfactory,
I have the honour to be,
S

Your obedient servant,

-
e —"

(D.S. PERT)
Lieutenant -RAN
Commanding Officer

ANNEX A. teaming Annex,
B. Monthly Return of Ship's Availability.
C. Exercise Annex.

DIG10/73292
AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RC



ANNEX A

ANNEX B

Monthly

ANNEX G

Steaming Annex

Distance steamed during the month
Distance steamed since cocmmissioning
Hours underway during the month
Hours underway since commissioning
Days on patrol during month

Occasions exceeding economical speed

return of ship's availability - attached.

Exercise Annex - Nil Return.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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Nil

142722 .9 mls
Nil

11086 hrs
Nil

Nil
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FILE 428/3/24|

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
(WAVY OFFICE)

L AE | Report of Proceedi ;&ﬁJuEijq%

This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon after they reach Navy Office,

The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of specilal
interest in those comments,

Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are reiferred to
Directors and Heads of Branches,

If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or

reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above,
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Telephone 56166 Headquarters
) FPapua New Guinea Defence Force
Quote in Reply ‘ e g -
Murray Barracks Free Bag
766=D1-22 BCRCKO PNG

lllllll * o 0 F 0 B B

The Chairman
Chiefs of Staff Committee

The Secretary
Department of Defence (Navy Office) (4)

For Information:

The Flag Officer Commanding
HeMo Australian Fleet (2)

The Commander
Australian Mine Warfare and Patrol Forces

The Commanding Officer
HMAS TARANGAU

The Commanding Officer
HMAS LAE

HMAS LAE REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - JUNE 1974

1« Forwarded.
2¢ The problems experienced by HMAS LAE during the latter part of the

month highlight the need for a patrol boat to be allowed a proper period
for post refit trials and shakedown prier to commencement of work-upe

[

8 Brigadier
Commander

LS qul 74

RESTRICTED
RESTRICTED
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. H.r_?'l':':. T ‘:‘E.I'_-‘.'.d' - '_.:_: A= r’.'.'l'l
| Ba&d & EARES § Bl - =
- ) HMAS LAE (PTF 93)

AT SEA
3rd July 1974

The Commanding Officer
HMAS TARANGAU

HMAS LAE «~ REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - JUNE 1974
Bimy

15 I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMA Ship under

?y1g?mmand for the month of June 1974, All times are in Zone Kilo

2, At the beginning of the month, HMAS LAE was in the hands of
North Queensland fngineers and Agents undergoing the final stages of
1ts biennial refit. Although the contractors were having trouble
obtaining some parts, they gave no indieation that the ship would not
be ready for final acceptance on 21st June.

3. Basin trial: were held on 13th June and the ship proceeded to
sea for its first sea trials on Saturday 15th June at 0900, On '
returning to harbour at 1445 therc were still a number of major
faults whicn nad to be rectified prior to acceptance,

L, work continued during the early days of the following week,
Contractors trials were conducted on Thursday 20th June when the ship
proceed to sea for two and a half hours during the forenoon,

e The ship again proceeded to sea at 1100 Friday 21st June on

what were to have been the final acceptance trials, During the course
0L these trials faults were revealed in the starting system the
domestic fresh water pump and battery charger. The nnavaiiabilit?
from stores of a replacement circuit breaker and a seal for the fresh
water pump had prevented contractors from rectifying the
najor foults, However there still remained a number of smaller
defects to be corrected. As » result of these, the ship was not
accepted,

6, The parts had still not arrived by Monday, so LAE shifted to
Number 10 wharf to ammunition and on completion the magnetic Compass
was swung. The ship secured alongside Number 1 wharf at 1140,

/e During the next twenty four hours the circuit breaker arrived
and was fitted. It did not appear likely that the scal for the fres:
water pump would arrive for some time so the pump was repalred using
avallable materials.

8. At 1530 25th June, on completion of this work, the ship was
accepted. At 1545, LAE slipped and proceeded out of Cairns for
passage to the Family Islands. On passage the shakcdown.commenced
with1aqﬂumber of internal drills, The ship anchored at Dunk Island
at 2105,

9% 1H weighed at 1000 on Wednesday and proceeded to the east of
Dunk Island for more shakedown exercises, returning to anchor at
1610, The ship again weighed at 1835 and for two hours conducted a
blind pilotage exercise around the Family Islands before reanchoring.
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10, During the forepnoon of Thursday 27th June, more trouble was
eXperlenced with the fresh water pump (My URDEF 1/74% refers) It

was also found that tre starboard engine required adjustment by
contractcr staff. c0 at 0200 the ship welghed ancho-ond sailed for .
Cairns, arriving at 1435,

11.‘ HMAS Cairns had ¢+ill not received the illusive pump spares
SO 1T was decided to replace the whole purp assembly with the old
one from HMAS BARBETTE, which was then undergoing refit, This was
QOne the following day and the ship then prcceeded to sesa briafly
tor trials befors fuelling and securing at number 1 wharf at 1450,
LiE was again fully operational.

12, With the Wwork-up commencing on Monday, LAL had spent less than
two days shakedown so at 1000 on Saturday, the ship slipped and
Droceeded for exercises in the Green Fitzroy Island area. The night
was spent at anchor at Michaelmas Cay before returning to Cairns at
1145 Sunday 30th June.

s The state of the engineering and electriecsl departments is
unsettled after the refit. Although the ship has no major defects
at present it is felt that full assessaement of the refit cannot be
made until the completion of a month of operational running.,

1%, The hasalth of the onip's company during the month has been
satisfactery, The morale and conduct have slipped during the latter
stages of the rafit. This is thought to be due to the long period
the PNG sailors have spent away from their homes and also the
irregular running times which have been necassary to bring the shap
to an operational state,

I have the hcnour to be,

Slp,

Your obhgdient serva (i
i

'
1Ty
D gf Iz

L JLE LII/}

Lieutenant RAN

Cammanding Of ficer

ANNEX A, Steaming Annex
B. Monthly Return of Shin's availlability
Ce Exercise Annex.
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oteaming Annex
§° Distance steamed during the month 495.8 miles

% 21staﬂce steamed :ince commissioning 143218,7 niles
C.  Hours underwny during the month 3% hours
d, Hours undeway since commissioning 11120 hours
B Days on patrol during month Nil

L Occasigns eéXceeding economical speed
(1) 15 Tuie = 30 Jine = &s necessary to
carry out trials and shakedown.

ANNEX B
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Monthly return of ship's availablity « attached.

ANNEX C

- “'_ﬂ-‘

Exercicse Annex

The following exercises were conducted during June:

(1) NBCD Exercises

(2)  Ship handling exercises

Ci} BOARDEX

SH) oteering gear breakdown

.5)  Gyro breakdown

(6) Action, Emergency and leaving ship station
(7) Blind pilotage exercise. :
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Headquarters

Papua New Guinea Defence Force,
Murray Barracks Free Bag,
BORCKO PNG.

766-D1-22

IAEnS
003000

The Chairman,

Chiefs of Staff Committee,
Department of Defence,
CANBERRA ACT. 2600,

The Secretary,
Department of Defence (Navy Office) (4)
CANBERRA  ACT. 2600

For information: The Flag Officer Commanding,
H.M. Australian Fleet (2)

The Commander,
Australian Mine Warfare & Patrol Forces

The Commanding Officer,
HMAS TARANGAU

The Commanding Officer,
HMAS LAE

HMAS LAE REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - JUL 74

1 Forwarded.

e The matters raised in para 28 are being investigated and a further
report will be forwarded.

T '

" (J.W. NORRIE)
Brigadier
Commander

/& sep 74
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The Commanding Offinar
HMAS TARANGAU '

HMAS LAE REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - JULY 1974

. = i

1a 1 have the honour to report the broceedings of HMA Ship under

?y c?mmand for the month of July 1974, All times are Zone Kilo
"'"-]0 e

2e AT the beginning of the month, HMAS LAE was alongside in
Cairns, having completed her blennial refit on 25 June, The ship
commenced its post refit workup at 0645 1 July, 1974, when, in
company with the consort HMAS BARRICADE, (Lieutenant P.J, GERRY , RAN)
she slipped and proceeded out of harbour, For this phase of the
work-up, Lieutenant J.E. SCOTT, MBE, RAN, an ex-Commanding Officer

of HMAS LAE, was embarked to assist with navigation and other
aspects of operational training.

L ¥ After clearing the heads, both ships sailed south towards the
declared gunnery practice firing area, Firings were then carried
out in the forenoon and afternoon, The target for these serisgls
was a sleeve, towed by a Melbourne based Piaggio aircraft. Heaving
line transfers and a night encounter exercise were aiso completed
before anchoring at Dunk Islang at 2015,

4, On Tuesday, both ships sailed at 0700 for gunnery firings at
both surface and air targets, This was followed by boarding party,

damage control and station keeping exercises while the ships advanced
northward towards Cairns,

1o The ships then entered Cairns and berthed at Number 10 wharf
for fuel and ammunition, LS Lieutenant SCOTT disembarked,
Commander W.S.G. BATEMAN, RAN joined for the next phase of the
exercise, On completion of Tuelling, both LAE and BARRICADE sailed
from Cairns and steamed north 1n company towards the Flinders Group.

6. On Wednesday LAE was further exercised with an assortment of
internal drills and two ship evolutions, These concluded when both
ships anchored in Owen Channel at 1600,

7% The following morning at 0555, LAE was alerted for a SAR -
exercise, Although there was some confusion in the initial stages,
both ships cleared the channcl by O640 and proceeded south towards
the established datum, The exercisec was abandoned at 1000 and
after a period of combined drills both ships continued south
independently, At 2050 after mores €xercisesy, LAE anchored with
BARRICADE at Double Island,

8.  After anchoring a defect developed in the HF radio transceiver

and this rendered the equipment unserviceable. (My URDEF 2/74% refers).
The fault was rectified the Tfollowing morning with replacement
components from HMAS CAIRNS.
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Ve Both ships weighed anchor at 0530 on Friday morning and
proceeded into Cairrs in preparation for LAE!s Operational -Readiness
Evaluation, At 0755, COMAUSMINPABFOR (Commander J. St.B. MORE, RAN)
boarded for the inspection. The ship was brought to action stations
at 0750 and shortly after led BARRICADE out of harbour. For the
next seven hours LAE was exercised in a wide variety of patrol boat
drills and evolutions. On compietion LAE proceeded into port with
BARRICADE and secured at the fuel wharf at e A Commander MORE
then indicated that LAE had successiully completed the evaluation.
However he did state that although the ship had reached a satisfactory
standard in most exercises, there still remained a number of
evolutions in which more practice was required, Practice since

has improved the standard, however the recent posting of three
soldiers under training and three other crew changes has made it
difficult to maintain a fully worked up ships company.,

10. Just prior to start of the ORE, ship's staff found that the
general service battery bank and the battery charger were unserviceable
(my URDEF 3/74% refers). Local contractors repaired the battery

charge on Sgturday forenoon, On examination by HMAS CAIRNS base
staff, it appeared obvious the cells in the general service bank had
been overcharged at some stage during the refit or trials and this

had caused major damage to the plates.. This fact had not been

passed on to ship's staff by either retit inspectors or contractors

on completion of refit, Fortunately a spare bank was available

from CAIRNS and this was fitted on oaturday.

11, After a final day's leave in Cairns, LAE sailed for Papua New
Guinea at 1000 Sunday 7 July, 1974, The passage was planned for
inner reef to Cape Grenville, then through Pollard Passage and
across the Coral Sea,

12. Steady progress was made to the north in a pleasant south
easterly. However, on arrival at Cape Grenville at 1300 on Monday
8 July, 197%, the steaming generator failed causing the gyro to
topple, After some trouhle the gyro settled allowing barely enough
time for passage through the reef before sunset. The transit was
completed and LAE came to anchor at Raine Island on the eastern
extreme of the reef at 183,

13« During the silent hours the south easterly increased steadily
and by the time LAE ventured into the Coral Sea at 1030 Tuesday,
she faced force 5 winds, and3 metre seas, These conditions
continued until entering Port Moresby the following forencon when
the ship proceeded alongside at 1035,

ks At 1000, 11 July 1974, after fuelling and overnight leave,

LAE sailed for Lombrum. Although the weather report indicated
abating winds, on clearing the harbour the ship was confronted with
the same south easterly which had, if anything, increased in strength.

15+ With no shelter on the southern coast, LAE continued with the
easterly passage until the protection of the China Straits provided
calm weather. Comfortable conditions were experienced for the
remainder of the voyage and the ship made good time to arrive at
Lombrum at 1200 Sunday 14 July, 197£,
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16. The following dey, ship's staff commenced a seven day assisted
maintenance period &t HMAS TARANGAU, With only three wésks since
the completion of refit, there were a considerable number of defects
and most of these were to be rcctified before the end of this period.

17. There was to have been Captain's Rounds at 1100, Friday 19 July,
but these were replaced by a 'walk around! by the Commanding Officer
of HMAS TARANGAU, Commander P.D. McKAY, RAN, On completion of the
tour, Commander McKAY said that the ship had attained a satisfactory
standard of cleanliness ang ship husbandry.

18+ ' LAE spent the weekend alongside and on Monday sailed for Meteinge

Bay and Exercise NEW HANOVER with ‘Al Company, 2 PIR (Major A, HUAI,

PNGDF) , After an overnight passage, the ship anchored briefly in
Meteinge Bay before proceeding on its first task. HMAS LADAVA
(Lieutenant K. FRANK, PNGDF) had already embarked half of 3 Platoon

from Dyaul Island at at 1115, LAE embarked the remainder and returned

to Meteinge Bay. After disembarkation LADAVA detached to Lombrum -
and LAE proceeded eastward to an anchorage in Metanus Harbour.

19. A%t this time the fresh water Pullp was reported unserviceable,
The pump had had intermittent Taults but this defect was of a more
bermanent natura, Despite efforts by engineering staff the pump
could not be restarted and for the remainder of the patrol, fresh
water was only available by bucket from a hand pump in the engine
room,

20. The following day, a number of fishing boats were sighted while
LAE was patrolling to the north of New Hancver, Inree of these
were investigated and found to be Japanese, wecaring current PNG
fishing licence numbers. Altihough it is not promulgated, it was
later found that ten such vessels Cperate consistently in this area
from a headquarters in Kavieng.

21. The ship then anchored in Schadel Harbour, Mussau Island, and
proceeded south the following day, At 1400, Thursday 25 July, 1974
after entering Ysabel Channel, more foreign fiching activity was
Observed, The whole irner channel was a maze of buoyel nets, all
licenced, which provides the bait for the tvna boats toutsidel.

22. That night was spent at anchor to the cast of Taskul and the
following forenoon the ship procecded into Kavieng. A large copra
shnip occupied the main wharf 8o LAE Mediterrancan moored stern to
the southen end of the wharf. Water was then taken on but because
the fuel tanker was overdue, dieso was not available from the
contractor. It was therefore necessary to proceed to Rabaul for
fuel, so leave was granted until 1730 Sunday when the sinip sailed.

23. After the overnight bassage, LAE berthed at the Shell wharf,
Rabaul at 0640 Monday 29 July, 197k, Fuel and provisions were
embarked during the day and the ship again sailed at 1330,

2%. It was then learned that the second patrol boat programmed for
Exercise NEW HANOVER was unavailable through mechanical defect,
LAE was then informed that it would be required to perform the

remaining patrol boat serials for the €xerclse concluding on
7/ August, 1974,
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25. At 0545 on Tuesday morning, LAE entered Meteinge Bay. Twenty
sroops of 1 Platoon were embarked and the ship proceeded to Mussau
Island, The troops were disembarked in Schadel Harbour at 1235
and then the ship returned to an anchorage in Baongung Bay, a few
miles to the west of Meteinge Bay.

26. LAE suffered ancther defcct that night when the windlass moctor
burned out while anchoring. 1t was therefore necessary to weigh
anchor by deck tackle for the remainder of the patrol.

27« + AB-0615 Wednesday, LAE weighed and again proceeded to Meteinge
Bay where the remaining fourteen members of 1 Platoon were embarked,
The ship followed a similar course as it had the previous day,
disembarking the troops in Schadel Harbour and returning to anchor
at Baongung Bay at 1845, 31 July, 197k,

20. In the short timec out of refit, LAE has experieneced an .
alarming number of defects. When the ship entered refit, it had }
no defects and had had no major problems in the previous six months.

In the five weeks between the end of refit and the end of July

defects have occurred in nearly every major piece of equipment and
machinery., Fortunately ship's staff have had no main engine or
generator trouble, These were not changed during refit.

29. The health of the ship's company during the month has been
satisfactory, The conduct and morale were fair., At the
beginning of the month there was a spate of leave breaking offences,
These are attributed to the fact that the snip was running to an
irregular programme which was neccssary to meet acceptance and

Wwork up scheduless. 4150 the sailors had become restless after
three months away fronm Papua New Guinea. Therc has bsen no
further trouble since the ship returned to PNG waters and the
morale has improved considerably.

I have the honour to be,
oir,

Your obedient servant,

(D.S. PERT)
Lieutenant RAN
Commanding Officer

ﬁ? August, 1974

ANNEXES: A. Steaming Annex
B. Monthly return of ohip's availability
C. Exercise Annex,
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STEAMING ANNEX

RESTRICTED

ARNEX A to HMAS LAE
REPORT OF FR OCEEDINGS

dated August, 1974

) y Distance steamed during the month 34984 nmiles
2¢ Distance steamed sinecec cormissioning 149263,2 miles
3. Hours underway during the month 295  hours
4,  Hours underway since comnissioning 11415  hours
9« Days on patrol during month 10  days
6. Occasions economical speecd

1=-5 July - Post refit wcrkup and ORE
=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0= 0=0=Om O O= 0= 0= 0= O=0m= O=O= 0= O= 0= O Cu
ANNEX B to HMAS LAE
REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
dated  August, 1974
MONTHLY RETURN OF SHIP'S AVAILABILITY ~ Attached.
=0=0=0=0~0=0-0~0=0=0=0=0~0=0=0=C=0= 0w 0= 0= 0= O=GCm= O O=O=0O=

=

EXERCISE AINNEX

-4 July -
5 July - =
¢ July =

22 July =

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

ANNEX C to HMAS LAE
REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

dated  August, 1974

Work-up.,

Operational Readiness Evaluation.
Internal DC Drills,

Internal DC Drills,

* '._I :.‘ .'?"’_i
O EEEG
. -‘!‘"*“""'! . &
~ F l..,:‘v; - ‘tJ; . : ‘H

RCDIG10/73292



.'1.
'|-

}‘]}EONTHLY RETURN OF SHL.L-’ LVITLABILITY TO APPENI}IK - & TO CANO . /66 { /

CCOMPANY MONTHLY RIPORT OF 1.9,
HAS. M,;_“_”_m“__“_PROCE-« INGS) ﬁfE SINCE FIRST commsmmm..........‘ms ngGIgE 2UE o BN His -
ATE, 7;’% e .} ES S&? ED_SINCE COMMISSIONING @ $PE 15U
s 22 Frosengilens. Faeai. s W2 By e
VMONTH AVAILABILI“’Y i,:. i | 4 .
STATE = 2l o o S W I I DEFECTS AFFECTING
%gg = - oy 5 é = | PERFORMANCE ! |
e | B RECH S e ISR E8E HI g0 8 (DURATION TN HouRs).
4 D | pRE ﬁ Ay < Dgr‘d -ﬁm E*‘*! E 8 :é .
b QR BMFEep WA mE M| E (s = & B W
NG 5 Yy /. P8 C " nric REMARKS S
] /. 1 T | [
_L /Y ;. | S - i+ oRE |
v/ — | - e 1
- 3 T " -
B R ’ . N 4
' ! 1 I I |
% ‘l LF ! . PRSBSOS WIS LLRAr B - Y
| By ] [ > — |
+ { i L ‘ | 4 s
V { "i b { M-CALS IDE AarmBRiin
o | e ©
el ir I
- 5 . ~4
= 4- i
B o Fe NE-S HANGIER
b . o (2
{ ¥ & i " g
I + ' T
% E 1
1 @ 1 ol

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG10/73292



) < A o
sy P IFE Y I
DETAILS OF INFORMATION ANALYSI G

INFORMATION CLASSIFIER. /o Vou/ s o 7/ /o
ORIGINAL /COPY

| DUPLICATE COPY MADE -
| DATE OPENED /7~ S- O
REGISTRATION - | SECORTY (L ASE AT ION

. REG&TRMM,N Nwe-,t!r\ //é{.;’cf” ’% 27

MWK TO___ A8 ,.
i CANCEL FILE NUMBER ) VIDE THIS FILE AND \NFORM |
' FILE LOCATION SECTION OF CRACELLATION AND NEW FILE NUMBER. |

| CLOSE FILE NUMBER
| CROSS REFERENCE THIS FILE WITH FULE/S

— — . 3 |, e cw m mRT L TEER

SUBJECT INDEX
| POSTING PRECIS

NAME INDEX

PREC
HE%% AZE o ?é/ﬁjﬁ—é}ﬁ %‘5’/@&5@&/{3}

— . ————

A A e

i —— e

ALTER. FILE NUMBER ON LOGGING CARD FOR %/“ //éﬂ/ /MW Véﬁﬂw#,éy(’cﬁ

e o ceaaEE——

LETTER DATED /0-9~ |10 2% REFERENCE NUMBER. 746 - D/ —o2R

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1073292



gzb

""‘"':'i

RESTRICTED

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE

(NAVY OFFICE)

FILE 428/3/ 33
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NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon after they reach Navy Office,

B, The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments,

Ce Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches,

D. If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable noie being made above,
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Reference: 766~Dl=22 Haadquartars,
Papua New Guinea Defence Force,
Murray Barracks Free Bag,
BOROKO PNG.

The Chairman, |
Chiefs of Staff Committee,
Department of Defence,
CANBERRA ACT 2600,

The Secretarxy,
Department of Defence (Navy Office) (4)
CANBERRA _ ACT _ 2600.

For information: The Flag Officer Commanding,
HM Australian Fleet (2)

The Commander,
Australisn Mine Warfare & Patrol Forces

The Commanding Officer,
HMAS TARANGAU

The Commanding Officer,
HMAS LAE

HMAS LAE REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - AUGUST 1974

Ly Forwarded.,

s In regard to paragraph 24 of the report the replacement windlass motor
has been received and fitted, :

3e The month was a busy one for HMAS LAE, All tasks ﬂ.EElgﬂE’:d were com-
4#&:!:&::1 in an efficient manner,

i‘g&ﬂ‘ ¥ Qjﬁv

- (C.H.A. Eﬁsm)"“‘
= Colonel
[ Acting Commander

-"-r-.:‘-i'-- f |

1> 0Oot T4
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AT SEA

The Commanding Officer
HMAS TARANGAU

HMAS LAE REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS ~ AUGUST 197k,

Soir,

I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMA Ship
E@%er(mgogammand for the month of August 197%, All times are zone
ilo (= ;

e At the beginning of the month LAE was at anchor in Baongung
Bay while participating in EXERCISE New Hanover with A company,

2 PIR (Major A. Huai PNGDF)., As the windlass was unserviceable,
the anchor was weighed by deck tackle at 0545 on 1st August and the
ship steamed the short distance to Meteinge Bay. Here A Company
Headquarters personnel were embarked for passage to Kavieng,

3e The ship arrived in Kavieng at 1200 and as the wain wharf was
occupied, the soldiers were disembarked by hbhoat. Later that
afternoon the wharf was vacated so at 1620, LAE moved alongsidae.

. Leave was then granted for Friday.

L. At 0600, Saturday 3rd August, LAE cast off and proceceded for
the next serial, which involved 1lifting 1 platoon from Mussau
Island to Kavieng. inroute provisions for the resupply of 2
Platoon were landed on the North Coast of New Hanover Island.

The ship then crossed Isabel Channel to enter Schadel Harbour at
1500 and anchor for the night.

5« Tha following morning, after embarking the first sixteen
members of 1 Platoon, LAE sailed. After an incident free
passage in fine weather, the ship secured alongside at Kavieng
at 1629. The soldiers were then disembarked.

6. LAE remained alongside for the night and sailed at 0800 on
Monday morning for Muasgssau Island. The night was again spent at
anchor in Schadel Harbour and the following morning the remaining
14 members of 1 Platoon were embarked.

7« With ideal weather conditions the crossing to Kavieng was
completed in good time and the ship berthed at 1450 on 6éth August
The troops were disembarked and LAE proceeded on the final ]
serial of the excersise. This involved the 1lifting of 2 and 3
Platoon from Taskul to Kavieng.

8. On arrival, LAE did not attempt to berth at Taskul in the
fading light. but anchored to the east. The troops of 2 Pla toon
were embarked by boat and the ship was again underway by 1810, In
the calm conditions, the fact that a full platoon was embarked
made no difference to the movement of the ship or her handling
characteristics and the transit was completed without incident
when the ship berthed at Kavieng at 2005.

RESTRICTER
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Jo At 0800, the following morning, LAE crossed for the final
pickup at Taskul. A full platoon was again embarked and the
operation was successfully completed when LAE secured alongside
and disembarked the soldiers at 1207. |

10. Although in the final phase of IZXERCISE NEW HANGVER, LAE

o completed the tasksthat were originally intended for two patrol
boats, there was no undue strain on either the ship or the ship's
company. With the co=operation and slight ree~arrangement of some
serials by A Company Headquarters, all the tasks were complcted
without any hitches and generally without delay.

11, The ship spent the night alongside and at 1110 Thursday, 8th
August, sailed on a short island patrol. During the afternoon LAE
c€0?$gd to Tabar Island where she came to anchor in Tsumbura Bay

a U,

12, 0825 the following morning, we again weighed anchor by deck
tackle and proceeded to the coast of New Treland to visit the

coast watcher at Kamiraba Plantation. This visit was completed

at 1210, and the ship sailed further south along the coast to visit
Bopiri Plantation near Namatanai. As the ccast watcher was absent
LAE continued on the next leg of the patrol. The weather by this
stage was deteriorating and the crossing to Nuguria Islands was
mgdg in seas increasing from moderate to rough and force 6 to 7
Wlnas,

13, After the uncomfortable night, LAE sought the welcome shelter
of the Muguria atoll and berthed at Fead ¥sland at 0730 Saturday
10th August,

14, The weather appeared to make no improvement during the weekend
which LAE spent alongside,However, on Monday morning the wind and
seas seemed to have moderatal and iAE nroceeded at 0005. After
clearing the protection of the island, course was set to the south
west in seas which were reasonably comfortable. Unfortunately the
weather worstened during the forenoon to the extent that course

had to be reversed at 1015, The ship again berthed at Fead Island

at 1240,

15 On Tuesday, no attempt was made to leave and it was not until
Jednesday, 14th August, that the ship made a successful departure.
The passage to Rabaul was completed in moderate seas and LAE secured
at the Bay Street wharf at 0020 in the morning of 15th August.
During the forenoon fuel was taken on and the ship sailed for

Lombrum at 1100.

16, Before departure from Rabaul, LAE received an instruction

to divert to Nauna Island while on passage to Manus Island. Nauna
village is established on the south eastern shores of the island
and had suffered considerable damage from the affect of the gusty
south easterlies of the previous days.

17. LAE arrived at the island at 0730 Friday 16th August. A party was
then sent ashore to assess the damage and report on what assistance
the ship could offer, Although there was major damage to a number
of dwellings, there were no villagers in need of medical attention
and their supply of food and water was adequate. The island's
unserviceable radio was embarked and the ship continued to Lombrum

where it secured 2t 1500,

ntSTRIGTED
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18, The following eight days were spent alongside at HMAS TARANGAU
for an assisted mairtenance period. During this time the fault in
the fresh water pump was rectified and all planned maintenance was
brought up to date., The only outstanding defect was the windlass
motor which had not been supplied from oydney.

19. At 0900, Sunday 25th August, HMAS LAE in company with HMAS
LADAVA (Lieutenant K. FRANK PNGDF) and HMAS MADANG (Lieutenant
G.A. WELLHAM RAN) sailed for SQUADEX SIX. Tne first two days
were spent in the Manus Island area conducting gunnery firings,
patrolex, night plotting exercise and general drills. A detailed
list of the exercises is contained in Annex s

20, The three ships returned to Lombrum to fuel at 1800 Monday
26th August, At 2215, they sailed for New Hanover Island.

21, After the overnight crossing, manoeuvres were conducted before
entering Isabel Passage for a navigation exercise. This was
completed at 1715 and the ships passed out of Steffen Strait and
commenced the nassage to Rabaul.

22, The weather was fine and calm for the overnight steam and the
ships berthed at the Bay Street wharf on Wednesday at 0715, While
fuel and water were being embarked a debriefing for the first phase
was given by the Commanding Officer HMAS TARANGAU (Commander P.D.
McRAY RAN) who had been embarkad as the Senior Observer.,

23, At 1415 on the same day, LAE and LADAVA sailed for the PATROL]
phase of the exercise, MADANG had sailed at 1030. For this phase
LAE and LADAVA were required to patrol a line between Cape Mimias
on New Ireland and Nissan Island. MADANG acted as the opposing
force, with the aim of breaking through this line undetected.
During the following davs troops from 1 PIR and an RAAF Caribou
took part in the exercise, With the exception of a refuelling
run to Rabaul on 31st August, LAE spent the remainder of the month
involved in this exercise.

=

2k, The state of the angineering and electrical departments is
satisfactory. At the end of the month all planned maintenance had
been completed with the unservicable windlass being the only
outstanding major defect. This has been the source of considerable
inconvenience and it appears that it is l1ikely to remain so with

the unavailability of a replacement motor being the main problem,

25, The health, morale and conduct of the ship's company during
the month have been good. -
I have the honour to be,

=i b

Your obedient servant,

~
A

1, |
me/ | 7L HESTRICTER

(D.S. PERT)
Lieutenant RAN
Commanding Officer

Saptember 1974
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ANNEXES ¢ A, Steaming Annex. *
B. Monthly return of ship's availability.
Ce ILExercise Annex.
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ANNEX A TO HMAS IAE
AUGUST 1974 REPORT OF

PROCEEDINGS
STEAMING ANNEX
e Distance steamed during the month 3255.9 miles
?; Distance steamed since commissioning 152,519.1 miles
e Hours underway during the month 273 hours
4, Hours underway since commissioning 11688  hours
5« Days on patrol during month 23 days

6. Occasions exceeding economical speed
25=31 August - SQUADEX SIX.

ANNEX B TO HMAS LAE
AUGUST 1974 REPORT OF
PROCEEDINGS

Monthly Return of Ship's availability -~ attached.
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EXERCISE ANNEX

T i R T

DATE

O5AUG74 TAE

| 05AUG7Y  LAE

O5AUG7Y LAE

25AUG74 LAE MADANG LADAVA

J26AHG74 LAE LADAVA
27AUG74 LAE LADAVA
28AUG74% LAE LADAVA

1 PIR RAAF
29AUG74 l
30ATG7 h

31AUG7L -

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

SHIPS INVOLVED
T SN

MADANG

MADANG

MADANG
Caribou

cmxnﬁﬁﬁ#ﬂﬂﬁa—*
=]

e © =8

l>, oow

XERCISE

=]

ANNEX C TO HMAS LAE

AUGUST 1974 RIEPORT OF
PROCEEDINGS

40/60 and 5" Browning SUFX

action Stations, Emergency
Stations, Leaving Ship

otations.

OOW Ship Handling

1., Action Stations,

otations, Leaving Ship
otations, NBCD Drills.

2
3,
e
7o
6.
7

S UCRF

PLOTEX

TOWEX

1., NSIC

NSIC

PATROLEX

PATROLEX

L

PATROLEX

PATROLEX

ROFX (2" Rockets)

Radar Index Calibration
OOW Manoeuvres

NBCD Drills

PATROLEX

Heaving line transfers
Q0W ﬁanoeuvres

FFV BOARDIEX

Formation Anchorage

Armed Boarding Party
General Drills

Manoeuvres

ALEE;IUQVI:IUEI) |

Mussau Is. Ares

Mussauv. Is. Area

Mussau Is. Area

Emergancj} Manus Island

Manus Island

Manus Island-
Newr Hanover Is.

New Hanover Is.
Isabel Passage
to Steffen
otrait

New Hanover Is.
to Rabaul

Cape Mimias t»
Nissan Island.
i1

11

1
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DEPARTHMENT OF DEFENCE

o WL o R o, N . R ]

FILE 428/3/4>1.

(NAVY OFFICE)

Report of Proceedi

/[, SQu AdD Fira

NOTES: A, This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon after they reach Navy Office,

B, The report will be given again to Board kembers with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comnments,

C, Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches,

D, If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or

reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above,
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Telephone 56166 Headquarters .
Papua New Guinea Defence Force

Murray Barracks Free Bag

T 66Dl w22 BCRCKO PNG

Quote 1in Reply

The Chairman,
Chiefs of Staff Committee,

Department of Defence,

CANBERRA  ACT 2600,
The Secretary,

Department of Defence (Navy Office
=" CANBERRA _ACT 2600, -

For Information: The Flag Officer Commanding,
HMAS Australian Fleet (2)

The Commander,
Austiralian Mine Warfare & Patrol Boat Forces

The Commanding Officer,
HMAS TARANGAU

The Commanding Officer,
HMAS LAE

HMAS LAE REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - SEPTEMBER 1974

1. Forwarded,

2 Remedial action on all defecte was completed before HMAS LAE sailed
o her next patrol on londay, 14 October,

3. Jeptember was another busy month for HMAS LAE, The apparent success
of r goodwill cruise to the British Solomon Islands Protectorate is note-

el 2l ™

CEMLEYT EECIZ2LEA
Mi;j D " 0Or D} _i_: ] :E
T .

) sgoceyd 1§ 03

tErLCIALD
lﬁh‘iﬁ’ffih
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HMAS LAE (PTF = 93)
At Lombrum

The Commanding Officer
HMAS TARANGA U

HMAS LAE REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - SEFTEMBEER 1974
Sir,

I have the honour tc report the proceedings of HMA. Ship
under my command for the month of Scptember 1974, All times
are 1n Zone Kilo (-10) except from 9th to 20%th inclusive
where the times are in Zone Lima (~11).

2q On 1st September, LAE was at sea participating in S QUADEX
SIX. Together with HMA Ships LADAVA (Lieutenant K. FRANK PNGDF)
and MADANG (Lieutenant G.4. WELLHAM RAN) , the ship was taking
part in the final stages of the Patrolex phase cf the exercise,
The Commanding Officer, HMAS TARANGAU (Commander P.D. McKAY RAN)
was embarked as an observer for the exercise.

. The SAREX phase was initiated at 1200 and ships were given

a search pattern with the aim of locating a life raft.placed

by MADANG. The raft was subsequently located by a merchant

shipe. At 1710, LAE was detached to collect two army coastwatchers
at Fenl Island and took no further part in the eXercise, After
the passage from the search areay the ship came to anchor in
Warramung Harbour at 2205.

L4, The following forenoon the coastwatchers were embarked
and course was set Br Rabaul, The ship proceeded into Simpson
Harbour and secured alongside the Bay Street wharf at 1720,

B LADAVA and MADANG entered harbour later in the night and
secured alongside at 0030, 3rd September, The exercise was
concluded that forenoon when a wash up was conducted by
Commander McKAY.

G L.E 5£ent Tuesday night alongside and sailed at 1550
Wednesday “th, The crossing to the Cartaret Islands was
completed 1in pleasant conditions and the ship anchored at
1015 on Thursday.

h Anchor was weighed at 1100 the following forenoon and
the ship proceeded on the next leg to the Tasman Islands,
where she anchored for the weckend at 0855 Saturday, 7th September,

B At 0700 on Monday after an enjoyable stay at these idyllic
islands, anchor was aain welghed by deck tackle and the ship
commenced the short crossing to Ontong Java. This marked the
Peginning of the ship's official visit to the British ©olomon

Islands Protectorate, I
RESTRICTED
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Qe On anchoring in Ontong Java lagoon at 1300, the ship was
opened for inspection while the sailors were entertained by
villagers from Liuwniva Isiand. The ship was agaln cpened

for inspection the following afternoon before sailing at 1600,

8
[}
[}

2e

10, LAE steamed overnight and entered the next port of call,
Auki, to secure alongside at 0900 on Thursday. During the

one night there, the ship's company was again well looked

after by local residents, Sport and a dance had been organilsed
beforehand and both were well supported by all on board.

11« On Friday 13th Septembery, LAE left Auki and completed

the short crossing to Honiara where she secured at 1500,

A liaison officer had been appointed and a full programme had
been organised for the four day wilsit, which included
everything from a variety of sport to an invitvation to a Bible
reading,

12. A cocktail party was held on board that night and was
attended by His Bxellency The Governor and Mrs Luddington and

the newly elected, the Honourable Chief Minister Solomom Mamaloni,
The Governor reciprocated with an invitation to a poolside
luncheon on Sunday for the whole ship's company,

13, After an enjoyable break in Honiara, LAE sailled at 1400

on Tuesday 17th September for Gizo, the last Solomon Islands
port of the visit, The ship berthed there at 0905 on Wednesday.
The next two days were spent in Gizo and again a well organised
programme had been arranged.

14, LAE proceeded from Gizo harbour at 0815 on Friday after

a successfvl eleven day visit to the Protectorate. The passage
to the Mortlock Islands was completed that night and the ship
anchored at 0910 on Saturday forenoon, The weekend was again
spent at anchor.

15 While entering the Mortlock Islands lagoon the helmsman
experienced difficulty with the steering. The Steering motor
was then switghed ofi, I fter anchoring the motor was examined
and found to have unservicéable bearings (My URDEF 4/74 refers).

16. On Monday, the ship crossed to Kieta, arriving at 1625,
After remaining alongside for the night, food and fuel were
taken on during Tuesday forenoon, At this stage fresh water
on the ship was very low and it was not availalde from Kieta's
normal supplies, so at 1400, the ship moved to the small wharf
at the As8land resort of Arawa, five miles to the north. Here
water was taken on before the ship again sailed at 1600,

17 LAZ berthed at R.baul at 1300, Wednesday 25th September,
The night was spent alongside and the fuel tanks were topped
upe The following morning at 0800 the ship sailed on the

final leg of the Voyage. During the passage internal drills
a 40/60 firing and a .50 calibre firing were condutted,

L ‘ -
- s B 30 . = | ; "
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18, The ship entered Seeadler Harbour on Fri '
berthed at Lombrum at 1000 after an absencermgagiﬁgrﬁégisand
A much needed two week assisted maintenance period was th;n
starﬁeq. In the three months since refit, LAE had cample%ed
nearly 10,000 miles with only two weeks maintenance at
go?bigm SO Dbase and s@ip's staff had a heavy programme of
wgeﬁs.s and planned maintenance to be completed in the two

19, The outstanding major defect : ' :
e ad 3 J S are unserviceable windl
:Egsfégaemsggr ?ga agilhaﬁy saltbwater pump. The radar wa?ss,
- erviceable when it became necessary to cannibali
giigzegotthat HMASj%ﬁEHRAI (Lieutenant ¢.B. ATKINSON. RAN) 2&&53
: vO sS€a on 5VUth September, It is expected that all
faults will be made good during the present period at Lombrggfse

20, The ship remained alongsj I

- . a gside until the end of the m
while the Ship's Company were employed on maintenanc: aggt?h
preparation for the Annusl Inspection,

21e The health, morale and cond '
1 muets of + t
during the month have been good, gl bR 0

I have the honour to be,

oir,

i
1

ffﬁfur obedient servant,

' i i
1

i
T
5 v I I-i
T
AWEE
i

i d
i *L ! '
f i :
L i .
| S i

(D.S. PERT)
* Lieutenant RAN
Commanding Officer

r

October, 1974

ANNEXES ¢

%- Steaming Annex
« Monthly reurn of ship's availabili
Ce Exercise Annex P allability
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STZAMING ANNEX

ANNEX A to HMAS LAE
SEPTEMBER 1974 RIPORT OF

PROCEEDINGS

1« Dishtance stecamed duripg the month 2554, 5 miles

e Distance stecamed since commissioning 155073,6 miles

;; Hours underway during tae month 203 Hours

e  Hours underway since commissioning 11891 Hours

5. Days on patrol during the month 22 Days

6., Occasicns exceeding economical speed 01 - 03 SEP SQUADEX
SIX

e Q=D =0 = Q=0 =0 = O=0=0 =0 =0 G =Qm O O O~ 0= O =Ows OO = Om O Osm O= Orm Q= Q= Q == O = o= Qs Qe O O

ANNEX B to HMAS

LAR

SEPTEMBER 1974 REPORT OF

PROCEEDINGS

Monthly Return of ship's availability -~ attached,

O0=0=0 = =0=0=0=C=0=0=0=0«0=0m0=0=0=0=0= 0= Qm Q== Qm Q= D= Q= Q= Q= Q= O = Q0=0=0

AITNEX C to HMAS LAE

SEFTEMBER 1974
PROCEEDINGS

RBPORT OF

: - . - - 1 E = |
DATE oHIPS INVOLVED | EXERCISE ' AREA

01 SEP 74| LAE, LADAVA
| MADANG
01~02 SEF| LA®, LADAVA
7L MADANG
20 SEP 74| LAE
26 SEP 74 | LAE
27 SEP 74 | LAR

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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PLLROLEN (SQUADEX SIX)
Ship in DefenceWatches

SAREX
Smali arms firing

1« Action Stations
| Bmergency Stations,

|

b SR s ST

New Ireland Area

New Ireland Ares

Bougainville Area
' New Britain Area .

Leaving ship stations
2. NBCD Drills

' 3. 40/6D and .5
calibre firing

t OOW Manoverboard
exercises

RESTRICTED
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RE: | FTILE 428/3/ 477

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
(NAVY OFFICE)

- OCT -« /4
A y L AL Report of Proceedings
/2 . gl shvadn i
/ AS(N \ f’2 2 0 st *—f . ) AAM wATERS
Y g I/(/f"z,x’ B CWL‘M ofy Cr ,,-i:,a |
o 01 0- q' ﬂ‘){& P TOURE SRR, ¢ o~ /

NOTES: A. Thislcﬂpy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

B. The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments,

C, Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are relferred to
Directors and Heads of Branches,

D, If any matier requires comprehensive treatment or

reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1073292



&

Telephone 56166 Headquarters
Papua New Guinea Defence Force

Murray Barracks Free Bag
T66=D1=22 BORCKO PNG

lllllllllllllll

Quote 1n Reply

The Chﬁim’r
Chiefs of Staff Committee,
Department of Defence,

CANBERRA ACT 2600,

The Secretary, .
.~ Department of Defence (Navy Office) (4)
CANBERRA ACT 2600,

For Information: The Flag Officer Commanding (2)
HM Australian Fleet

The Commander,
Australian Mine Warfare & Patrol Forces

The Commanding Officer,
PNGDF Patrol Boat Base

The Commanding Officer,
PNGS LAE

HMAas
WS LAE REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - OCTOBER 74

1le Forwarded.

20 PNGS LAE has been directed to ensure greater accuracy with
the spelling of ppace names. Inaccuracies include 'LOSUIA' not
'LOSUI' (para 5); 'DEBOYNE' not 'DEPOYNE' (para 8); 'BWAGAOIA' not
" BWAGO; 8~9) and 'MISIMA' not 'MISSIMA' (paras 8-9).

K TZ
002 Mar Op

For Commander

2L Nov 74
A5

Enclosure: PGS LAE Report of Proceedings October T4
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RESTRICTED  mus LaE (PTP-93)
ea

The Commanding Officer
HMAS TARANGAU

L

HMAS LAE REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS=OCTOBER 197k

Sir,

I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMA Ship under my
command for the month of October 1974, All times are in Zone Kilo
(_10) ™

2e On 1st October, HMAS LAE was alongside at Lombrum undergoing
maintenance, Base staff were busy rectifying outstanding defects
while the ship's technical staff were employed on routlne planned
mgintenance. The remainder of the ship!s company worked in
preparation for the ship's annual inspection.

3e After nearly two weeks! preparation, the harbour inspections

were held on the 9th October. In the absence of the Commanding
Officer, HMAS TARANGAU, the inspection was co-ordinated by the
Executive Officer, LCDR M, deB. BENNETT, RAN., During the day all
departments were examined by officers and senior saillors from the basa.

4, The following day, LAE proceeded for her sea inspection,
controlled again by LCDR BENNETT, HMAS SAMARAI (LEUT G.B. ATKINSON
RAN) acted as escort and was also inspected, After sailing at 0800,
both ships completed a variety of exercises before returning alongside
at 1620, A full list of the exercises conducted is attached as

Annex C,

De LAE spent the weekend at Lombrum and sailed at 1600, Monday 14th
October on what was to have been a southern patrol followed by a
combined patrol boat exercise off the Queensland coast.s Steady
progress was made to the South and the patrol commenced early on 16th
October. The first place visited was Losui, in the Trobriand Islands,
where the ship anchored at 0940 that day. One night was spent here
before sailing at 1505, Thursday 17th October.

6o Following an overnight passage, LAE entered Guasopa Harbour in
the Woodlark Islands to secure at the jetty at 1150, On Saturday,
19th October, after another overnight stop, the ship continued the
patrol towards Samarai. En route Egum Atoll was examined for foreign
fishing boat activity without success,

s LAE secured at the main wharf Samarai at 0850 on Sunday 20th
October. TFuel and provisions were embarked on Monday, however fresh
water was not available. This made it necessary for the ship to
proceed to Kana Kopi Bay in Milne Bay, where water was taken on that
night.

8e The ship sailed at 0800, 22nd October and continued the patrol
of the Louisiade Archipelago until anchoring that night at the
Conflict Group. The next day a search of Depoyne Lagoon and the
Calvados Chain proved unsuccessful and during the afternoon the ship
entered Bwagoia Harbour, Missima, to secure alongslde at 1625.
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It wad prior to entering Bwagola that a signal was received withdrawing
the ship from the COMAUSFLT sponsored exercise off Queensland.

e While at Missima, the ADC indicated that there had been
considerable foreign fishing boat activity around the island in
recent weeks, but he could give no details as to the posjtions and
times of the sightings. The following morning, after sailing from
Bwagoia, a sweep to the north of Missima Island wa$ carried out but
nothing was sighted, .

10. Course was then set for Port Moresby where the ship secured af
the PNCLANCRON wharf at 1400 Friday, 25th October.

11, HMAS AITAPE (A/LCDR K.A. WINTLE, RAN) had arrived on Friday
forenoon after a period with the Cairns dockyard. As that ship

had been unoperational for some months, LAE was reprogrammed &s her
escort for a short workup the following week,

12, On Monday, 28th October the ship stored and the following day
went to sea for the first stage of the workup. The two ships agéin
exercised on Wednesday 30th, carrying out a variety of in-company
drills and manoeuvres,

13. As a conclusion, a "mini Shop Window" was conqucted for invited
~ivil servants on the 31st October. Both ships gailled at 0900 and
completed three hours of planned exercises, They returned alongside
at 1200 and were there at the end of the monthe A list of %he
guests carried in LAE for the forenoon is enclosed as Annex D. All
seemed impressed with the day's activities which were conducted 1in
perfect weather.

14, The state of the engineering and electrical department during
the month has been good, The spate of defects which followed the
refit has been stopped and the ship 1s now running well.

15, The health, morale and conduct of the ship's company during the
month have been good. |

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Yours obedient Servant,

W
\ | Q//i‘
(D.S. PERT)

Lieutenant RAN
Commanding Officer

November 1974%

ANNEXES: A, Steaming AnneX
B. Monthly Return of Ship's Availability
C, Exercise Annex
D, Official Guests for Shop Window=310CT7k4.,
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RESTRIGTED
TEOTOINIRB A to HMAS LAE
REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

October 1974

STEAMING ANNEX

1. Distance Steamed During the month 1794,8 miles
2, Distance Steamed since commissioning 156878.6 miles
.. Hours underway duringat the month 157 houss
L Hours underway since commissioning 12048  hours
5. Days on Patrol during the month 11 - days

by Occassicns exceeding economical speed.

10 Oct 74 Annual Inspection.
29 to 31 Oct Consort for HMAS AITAPE workup.

N » "' >
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EXERCISE ANNEX

| Date

§14 Oct 74

29 Oct 74

30 Oct 74

31 Oct 74

[ .

R e e e s —

Ship
Involvyed

10 Oct 74 LAE, SAMARAI |

LAE

LAE, AITAPE

LAE, AITAPE

LAE, AITAPE

ANNEX

C TO HMAS LAE

OCTOBER 1974 REPORT

REBTFRIOFER Froceebmes

= R s T

Exercise

;Area
L ORI S e M

Annual Inspection

Blind Pilotage EXercise

NBCD Exercises - Fire Flooding
2" RF Firing

40/60 Firing

O0OW Manoeuvres

BOARDEX

TOWEX

Alongside Practice
For all Sea Watchkeepers

TOWEX

Exercise Steering Gear Breakdown
Formation Anchorage

Heaving line transfers

O0OW Manoeuvres

O0OW Manoeuvres

Man Overboard Ex

Mre Exercise

TOWEX

Man Overboard - Sea Boat Recovery
Formation Anchorage

BOARDEX

Mini SHOP WINDOW

OOW Manoecuvres

BOARDEX

5 cal Firing

Small Arms Firing

Man Overboard- Sea So0at Rccovery
Heaving Line Transfers.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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ANNEX D to HMAS LAE
OCTOBER 1974 REPORT
OF PROCEEDINGS

OFFICIAL GUESTS "SHOP WINDOW" 31 OCT 7.

MR, J. NATERA Director DASF

MR N. DOKO Department of Foreign Relations and Trade
Inspector J. GOULD RPNGD

Mr G.DABB Law Department

Mr K. HUTCHINGS A/S Finance and Programming

Department of Defence.

SQDN LCDR W.SHEPHARD RAAF - Policy and Planning Branch,
Department of Defence.
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
INTERIM FORM ONLY -~ JUNE Q74

- 3
DETAILS OF INFORMATION ANALVSIS

INFORMATION CLASSIFIER. 1lCy{ ¢ o0
ORIGINAL /COPY | N
DUPLICATE COPY MADE | |

DATE OPENED __ 83121\
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CANCEL FILE NUMBER VIDE THIS FILE AND INFORM |
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This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

The report will be given again to Board Members with
Direetor's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those commentse.

Circulation lists numbers 2 and'3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches,

If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or reference
to another Branch a new file should be raised, a suitable
note being made aboves
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Telephone 56166

Headquarters
QUﬂtE in REPl}" Papua New Guinea Defence Force
766=D1=35 Murray Barracks Free Bag
BORCKO PNG

@ & 8 & 5 & 5 F 8B % 0 8 B B

The Chairman
Chiefs of Staff Conmittee
Department of Defence

CAVBERRA _ ACT 2600

. The Secretary
v Department of Defence (Navy Office) (4)

CANBERRA ACT 2600
For Information: The Flag Officer Commanding (2)
I Avstralian Fleet

The Commander
Aust Mine Warfare and Patrol Forces

The Commander
PNG Patrol Boat Squadron

The Commanding Officer
HMAS BASILISK

The Commanding Officer
PHGS LAE

PNGS LAE REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

1=14 WOV 74
15=30 HOV 74
1=23 DEC 74
Fﬂﬁ&rd.ﬂdl
J.W. NORRIE)
Brigadier
Commander
25 zan 75

Enclosure: FNGS LAE Report of Proceecdings

\ 1=14 lNov T4
Qx\‘ 15-30 Nov 74
W 1=31 Dec T4

aslee)
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The Commander

PNGDF PATROL BOAT BASE
LOMBRUM '

PAPUA NEW GUINEA

AR

PORT OF PROCEEDINGS - 1st NOVEMBER to 14th NOVEMBER, 1974

all

HMAS LAE R

D41

I have the honour to report the proceedings of -HMA Ship under
my command for the period from 1st to 14th November, 1974. All
times are in Zone Kilo (-10).

4 HMAS LAE was alongside at Port Moresby on 1st November with
HMAS AITAPE (A/LCDR K.A. WINTLE, RAN). Both ships slipped at
1340 that afternoon and proceeded out of harbour before setting
course towards the east,

3e After an overnight passage, the ships entered t!e Contlict
Group lagoon and came to anchor at 1415, The night was spent
there before the ships again weighed and sailed northyard at 0900,
sunday 3rd November. Fishery suveillance was carried out during
the day, until LAE anchored off Nekumera Island at 1620.

4. Following another overnight at anchor, LAE weighed at 0830
Monday, 4th November and proceeded towards Lae town, still in
company with AITAPE. The passage was uneventful and both ships
secured at the Small Ships' Wharf to the west of the Main Wharf in
Lae at 0910 on Tuesday. Fuel was taken on at 1715 that afternoon.

. On Wednesday morning LAE prepared for the next task which
involved towing a workboat (AM 413) to the slipway'at Madang town.
As AITAPE's HF radio transceiver was unserviceable, it was necesgsary
for her to remain in company for the duration of the tow and for the
return passage to Lombrum.

6. During the forenoon the tow was rigged. Although the workboat
had a damaged keel and suspected damaged shaft, it could still
proceed at approximately eight knots so this alleviated many of the
problems of getting under way. The tow was eventually taken up

and after gradually increasing speed, it was found that the workbhoat
travelled comfortably at the normal cruising speed of 950 rpm on

one engine. An average speed of 11.5 knots was maintained through-
out the night in the prevailing calm conditions and both ships
entered Madang Harbour at 0600, 7th November. LAE sligﬁed the
workboat and it proceeded to the slipway under its own power, while
LAE proceeded to the Shell Wharf for fuel. At 0855, on completion
of fuelling, LAE shifted to the Small Ships! Wharf while AITAPE
fuelled.

“ e Thursday was spent alongside at Madang, and the following

- morning at 1000, LAE and AITAPE sailed for Manus Island. En route
wn functioning trials and OOW manocuvrces vwoere conducted. The
ssage was completed in calm weather and both ships made good time
efore entering Seeadler Harbour and e~curing at Lombrum at 0900,
turday 9th November. This was to have been the beginning of a
0 week assisted maintenance period for T.ARE.

RESTRICTED
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8, During the early days of the following week preparations were
in full swing for De-commissioning Day on Thursday 14th November.
Subsequently, base assistance on patrol boats was limited. As TAE
was due to remain alongside until 25th November, basc assistance was
confined to those boats due to depart on patrol directly after
Re-commissioning. Ship's staff continued on ship husbandry and
éngineering planned maintenance on 11th and 12th November.

9. On Wednesday 13th November, HMA Ships AILTAPE, LAE, SAMARAT and
MADANG slipped from the Lombrum wharf at 1300, and proceceded to an
anchorage to the ecast of HMAS TARANGAU parade ground. After some
difficulty in the gusty northerly winds, the ships took their
positions, securing bow to stern with 70ft between each vessel.
Bach ship then played its part in the full dress rehearsal ef the
ceremonial parade to be held the following day. On completion of

this rehearsal, all ships returned alongside and LAE secured at
1840,

10. The following day, the patrol boats again procceded from the
wharf and LAE again took up its position at 1425, The De-commiss
loning ceremony commenced at 1630 and the Australian White Ensign
wes lowered in HMAS LAE for the last time at 723 The ship then
Re-commissioned as Papua New CGuinea, Ship LAE when the new commission-
ing pennant and the PNGDF Maritime White Ensign were raised for the
first time at 1755.

11. On completion of the ceremony, LAE procecded alongside Lombrum
to secure at 1940.

12 The enginecering and electrical departments have operzted well
during the period. There are no outstanding defects and planned

maintenance schedules will be completed during the present maintenance
period,

15, The health, morale and conduct of the ship's collpany during
the month have been satlisfactory.

1 have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

ik

7

4

(D.S. PERT)
Lieutenant RAN
Commanding Officer

-

ﬁlDecember, 1974

ANNEXES:

Steaming Annex
. Monthly Return of Ship's Availability
. IBEXercise Annex

A
B
C

RESTRICTED
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F‘IE!S;]TFil'Er]rEELJEECn.tD HMAS LAT

"PORT OF PHOCHLDIAGQ
18t = 145 NOVERER. 1974

L

STEAMING ANNEX

T Distance steamed during the period 1244 ,7 miles
e Distance steamed since commissioning 158123.3 miles
3. Hours underway during the period 105  hours
4. Hours underway since commissioning 12953 hours
o Days on patrol during the period 6 days
6. Occasions exceeding economical speed

02 Nov = 2 hours for triamnmual Full Power Trials.
=0=0=0=0=0=0~0=~0=0=0= 0= 0= 0= 0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0 =0 =0 =0 =00 =0 m Gm O =

ANNEX B to HMAS LAE
REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

18t - 14th NOVEMBER, 1974

MONTHLY RETURN OF SHIPS AVAILABILITY - Attached.

=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0-=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0~0=0=0=0=0=0=C=0m= 0= Q=0 =0 =

ANNEX C to HMAS LAE
REPORT OF PROCEIEDINGS

1st - 14th NOVEMBER, 1974

i

.t.

BXERCISE ANNEX

08 Nov 1= OOW Manoeuvres Madang Area
2. Gun Punctioning Trials
L

Man Overboard Exercisecs.
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" RESTRICTED s sz comess)

The Commander
PNGDF PATROL BOAT BASE
LOMBRUM

PNGS LAE REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - 15th to 30th NOVEMBER, 1974

Bir,

I have the honour to report the prcceedings of PNG Ship under
my command for the period from 15th November to 30th November, 1974,
All times are in Zone Kilo (-10).

25 After the Re-commissioning ceremony on 14th November, PNGS LAE
returned alongside at Lombrum and was there on 15th November. The
Ship was to have remained here until 1st December undergoing
maintenance. However, PNGS SAMARAI (LEUT G.B. ATKINSON, RAN)
reported a radar defect and LAE was directed to take her place for
the beginning of the JSC Maritime Element Cadets' training cruise,
(COMPNGFOR Signal KVB/KNA 170602Z NOV74 -refers.)

3. So LAE sailed from Lombrum in company with PNGS MADANG (LEUT
M.J. HARRISON, RAN) at 1110 Saturday, 16th November. After the
overnight passage, both ships secured at Lae town at 1510 on Sunday.
Three cadets and an instructor were embarked in the two ships and
they were again underway at 1630. While the cadets carried out
Seamanshlp and navigation training the ships steamed north towards
Madang where they arrived the following day.

4., Following Tuesday night alongside at Madang, the tralning
cruise continued east towards Garove Island where LAE berthed
alongside MADANG at 0850, Wednesday 20th November. LAE vias due to
sail for Lombrum the following morning to continue with the
maintenance period, however another change of programme was
received. SAMARAT was still unserviceable and LAE was now
required to tow a workboat (AM 413) from Madang to Lae.

- 28 LAE then sailed from Garove Island the same day at 1700 and
crossed to Madang where she secured at the Shell Wharf at 1015,
Thursday 21st November.

6.  After the night alongside, the workboat was taken in tow the
following morning and course set for Lae. Having towed the same
boat to Madang two weeks earlier, the return trip presented no
problems and good speed was made in the calm conditions. LAE
arrived in Lae town at 0815, Saturday 23rd November and after
slipping the tow, proceeded alongside the Small Ships Wharf. TFuel
was embarked later that day.

T The ship then spent the remainder of the weekend at Lae and
salled for Manus Island at 1045 Monday, 25th November. Before
casting off, 25 Land Element cadets and 5 officers were embarked.
These were carried 20 km to the east and landed at Balu Plantation
where they commenced a five day exercise,
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8, FNGS AITAPE (A/LCDR K.A. WINTLIZ, RAN), who had relicved LAE
for JSC cadet training at Garove Island, had suffered an engine
breakdown and was forced to return to Lombrum. LAY received yet

another programme change when she was directed to take AITAPE's
place for the remaining three days of the training cruise.

9. LAE arrived back at Lombrum at 1510, Tuesday 26th November.
The following morning fuel and provisions were cmbarked. - Then
at 1300, in company with MADANG and with cadets embarked, the ship
sailed for Huon Gulf. ’

10. Both ships arrived in the Gulf at noon the following day and
commenced manoeuvres. During Thursday afternoon and all of Friday,
the two ships carried out a variety o~ drills, seamanship

evolutions and navigation exercises with the aim of Z1ving the
cadets optimum value during their short stay onboard.

11. On completion of the raining cruise, MADANG and LAE proceeded
into Lae town and secured at the Small Ships Wharf at 0900 Saturday
30th November.

1z. The engineering and electrical department has Tunctioned well
during the period, though a decent maintensance will be required in
the near future.

13. The health, morale and conduct of the ship's comveny during
the period have been good.

I have the honour to be
By,

Your obedient Servant,

Lieutenant RAN
Commanding Officer

L December, 1974

ANNEXES: A. Steaming Annex
B. Monthly Return of Ship's Availability
C

. HExercise Annex.
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RESTR'CTE&E}: A to LGS TAR
ORT OF PROCEEDINGS

12th=30th NOVEMBER, 1974

STEAMING ANNEX

;. g%stance steamed during period mpgéG D nmiles
j. Hlstauce steamed since first commissioning 160409,7 ﬁiles
4. ours underway during the perioed 176 haurs
5. %D?rﬂ underway since first commissioning 12329  hour
6' ays on Patrol during +the period é da: ’

. ccaslons exceeding economical speed e

26 NOV 3 hours Iri—amual Full Power Trials

—D—D—D“D“D—D—D—D—D*O—O“G"D“D—GﬂD*O“G—D—D-D*“—Gﬂﬁwﬁmﬂmﬂuﬁhﬂ—c—ﬂ

ANNEX B to PNGS LAE
REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
15th~30th NOVEMBER, 1974

MGNT}-YIRETUHN OF SHIP'S AVAILABILITY - Attached

--D ________ r
O=0=0=0=0=0=0 D—D-G“G—D*D"'('J"-D-O""D—G—*D—-O"D—O"G"D'"G'“O“D—G—D“G—

AWNEY C tc PGS LAE
REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
15th-30%h NOVIMBER, 1974

EXERCISE ANNEX

28 NOV 1. Station Keceping Exercise Huon Gulf
29 1oV 1. TOWEX
J H.Ll 01
2. 40/60 Gun Functioning Trials Huon gﬁ%ﬁ
3. Man Overboard Exercises Eﬁm% Gulf
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| : PNGS LAE
RESTRICTED at LOMBRUM
PAPUA NEW GUINEA

The Commander

PNGDF Patrol Boat Base
LOMBRUM PNG

PNGS LAE REPORT OF PROCEE INGS 01 =23 DECEMBER 1974

Slr,

1 I have the honour to Teport the proceedings of PNG' Ship

LAE under my command for the period 1st to 23 December 197Y,
ALL times are zone K (=10) .

2e At the commencement 0f the month LAE was alongside at
Lae town in conm any with PNGS MADANG, The Tollowing morning at
approximately 0830 both ships slipped ang proceeded to anchor in
Milfor Haven as directed by the Lae Harbourmaster, returning
alongside at approximately 1700 the same evening . '

3 Although the ship was programmed to stay in Lae for

- another day before continuing on with a northern patrol, she
salled at 1135 on Tuesday 3rd in company with MADANG for Lombrum
to rectify a main engine defect, (My URDEFR /76 refers) Both
ships arrived at their destination at approximately 1530 on the

4th after all uneventful passage and base staff immediately startegd
working on the defect,

L A harbour trial was carried out in Seeadler Harbour

during the forenoon of Monday 9th, but the trial proved unsuccessful,
On returning alongside both ships and base staff set to work on

the additional defects discovered as well as a number of outstanding

planned maintenance routines, This work was completed by Monday 16th
and the following morning at 0800 LAE sailed with base staff

embarked for another trial in Seeadler Harbour but again the

trial was uisuccessful and the ship returned alongside at 0920,

De The ship has remained alongside at Lombrum for the
remainder of the period ang at 0800 on Monday 23rd December I
handed over command of PNG Ship LAE to Lieutenant Commander J. I,

6. - On Monday 16th.December'PNGDF members of the shipts

company attended o demonstration of the new PNGDF Maritime Element
uniform, The general reaction was some satisfaction in the major
difference'from.the.LandiElement uniform but still a big disappointe
ment that the present RAN uniforn cannot be retained, Another subject
which is starting to have 3 harmful effect on morale is the - . isn:
uncertainty that exists in the promotion system for Maritime Element

personnel ,

/e Despite the points mentioned above, the health, morale and
conduct of the Ship!s company remains good as ig the appearance of ..
the ship,

RCDIG1073292
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I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

(D.”S. PE

RT)

Lieutenant RAN
Commanding Officer

L4 December, 1974

ANNEXES -

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Exercise Annex

I

:.J* i

Page 2

RCISE ANN]

CESTRICTED

Nil returns
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RCDIG10/73292



DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE

INTERQWM FORM ONLY - JUNE QY74

s arer o MONARALVGTS
OR\GINAL /COPY
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RESTRIGTED

FILE: 428/3/ %03

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
NAVY OFFICL

Report of Proceedings .2,9-—1 \ Bcig._.,“ |C\‘]l_..|
M G P~NGAF

PNGS LAQe

WN /Jyf,gﬁﬁfﬁ.
WL 25
RIS .

_ASRP=N Ajﬂ#@ 225

NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Board Members may see
these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

B. The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those commentse

C., Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branchese

D If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be raised,
a suitable note being made aboves
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HEADQUARTERS,

AUSTRALIAN DEFENCE ASSISTANCE GROUP
— PAPUA NEW GUINEA,

P.O. Box 2270
KONEDOBU
PAPUA NEW GUINEA

In reply please quutaWE/B
| 9/ April T5

The Choirmen

Chiefs of Staff Conmittoe
Deopartment of Defence
CANBURIA ACT 2600

The ecretaxry
Depertment of Defence (Wavy Gfﬁae) (1)
CANBERRA  ACT 2600

P —,

Ior Information: The Flag Officer Commending (2)
HM Australian Fleet

The Comander
Aast VMine Viarfare and Patrol Porces

Hydrographer Ul
IBNM Building, Kent St

JYDNEY

_ AESTRICTED
@@0/

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT10/73292



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1073292



. ¥ H-l .ﬁ!
A5 " i ?;‘ |
Ul ?:

gj \-\:_ﬂ--r""'*---_.";_ﬁ s T B i
PNGS LAE
At Rabaul '
Papua New Guinea

The Commander
PNG PATROL POAT BASE
LOMBRUM

PNGS LAE REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 24th - 31st DECEMBER 1974

Sir,

1id i ! haVz Ehe %ﬁnour to report the proceedings of PNGS LAE
under my command for the period 24th to the 31st December 1

All times are kilo(10), ? . o

2e _ On assuming command LAE was alongside Lombrum undergoing
repalirs to the s?arbaard main engine, Due to the forthcoming
programme the ships staff and base staff worked overtime including
weekends, reassembling for sea trials,

3e A harbour trial was carried out in Seeadler Harbour on
the afternoon of Friday the 27thy this resulted unsuccessful,

with similar problems EXpBTiEﬂceé in the last trial and the ship
re#urned to berth. (Your Priority 270900Z refers)., Harbour
trials were again carried out on the forenoon and afternoon on
Sunday 29th, it was then considered that 'LAES proceed as
programmed with restrictions on the STB M/E. (Your 291208Z refers).’

e LEUT S.P. RAEPA joined PNGS LAE on the forenoon 26th,
from PNG LANCRON, as Exeecutive Officer, On the 29th December
PNGS LAE became the second PNGDF Patrol Boat to be fully

localised,

Se At 1000 Monday 30thy LAE slipped and proceeded for Rabaul
te commence Island Patrols. She was then ordered to return by
31180C to Lombrume(Your 300420Z refers)., Another signal was

then received (COMPNGFOR 300430Z DEC7Y% refers),,approving a visit

to Rabau;ﬁ The ship was then set on. a course for Rabaul, arriving
310420Z DEC74. The ship remained alongside Rabaul for the New Year.

Oe The health, morale and conduct of the Ship's Company
during the month has been satisfactory,

I have the honour to be
Sir,
Your obedient servant.

«l. MANIANA)
A/LCDR SLEX PNGDF
COMMANDING OFFICER

7 January, 1975.

Annexess Ae. Steaming Annex
B. Monthly Return of Ships Availability

Ce Exercise Annex EESTREG?EH
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ANNEX J':Lu
STEAMING ANNEX
1o Distance steamed during the peri | o ' |
» LL1STal( all - period 2 -
2o Distance steamed since cammiisioning 158@53:3
a, Hours underway during period? | 6
o Hours underway since commissioning 12219
2+ Days on patrol during period. &
6. .Occasions exceciing economical speed
27DEC74% and 29DEC7Y Harbour Trials
~0=0=0=0=0=0=0~0=0: )0 =0=0=0=0=0mD =0 =0 =0 =D =0 =0 =0 =D =m0 =0 =m0 =0 =0
ANNEX I8
EﬁETHLI“H_RETURN OF - HUF3 AVAILABILITY -~ ATTACHED
=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0""" ) =) =D w0 =D w0 =0 w0 =0 =D =D s=0 =0 O =0 =0 =0 =D =0 =0 =0 =0
NEX C
EXERCISE ANNEX:
Nil Exercises
FO =00 =D =D w0 D=l Mt 5T 2T a0 mO w0 mD =m0 =0 =0 =0 =0 wmD w0 00 O 4D o 0 O G me

- RESTRIGTED
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FILE: 428/3/¥KS

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
NAVY OFFICL

Report Dfirccee_c}_i.ngg\ .:EQUT\-S ﬂkﬂ; 75
f. MEDdDe~Vv A C,

2.— l‘-ﬂ./‘w-ﬂ w

A, Frempt T PNVG AF

This copy is circulated so that Board Members may see
these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those commentse

Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branchese

If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or

reference to another Branch a new file should be raised,
a suitable note being made abovee
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE

HEADQUARTERS,

AUSTRALIAN DEFENCE ASSISTANCE GROUP
— PAPUA NEW GUINEA,

P.O. Box 2270
KONEDOBU

PAPUA NEW GUINEA

In reply please quote 752/2/3
cblay 75

The Chairman

Chiefs of Staff Committee
Department of Defence
CANBEREA ACT 2600

The Secretary
Department of Defence (Navy Office)

For Information: The Flag Officer Commanding
HM Australian Fleet

The Commander
Australian Mine Warfaye and Patrol Forces

Forwarded.

Se< (¢ n sPURGELN)
Commander RAIN
D/Comd ADAG - Navy

4 Enclogure: PNGS LAE Report of Proceedings: 1=31 Jan T5
u 1 Feb - 5 Mar e
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PNGS LAE
AT TOMBRUMNM

THE COMMANDER .
PING FATROL BOAT SQUADRON

PNGS LAE REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 1ST - 31ST JANUARY 1975

8 b

1« I have the honour to report the proceedings of PNGS ITATR
under my commend for the period 1st to 31st January 1975,
All times kilo (=10).

2y On the first of the month PNGS LAE wss alongside
RABAUL Town, as the ship was programmed for the New Year
period from'the 1st to 5th January. BEven though it was =
quiet break, everyone enjoyed the staye.

'« 1t wae during this when a message was received from
LZNGDF that AB(W) Tovura Remigo had been arrested by the
1vil from cxtended sbsence. COMPIIGFOR'S 310739z Dec '74
efers). On departure, 5th at 1030 the sailor was -in custody
on PNGS LAE, to be returned to the Base.,

>
|5
-
L

'I-.

4. After an uneventful overnight passage, the sain nove to,
on the forenoon of the 6th north of Nauna Islend. Action
Stations, NBCD and Fire Exercises Were - executad.: - & Susll
arms shoot was also done for the benefit of the 'new Taces!
onboard. As this was the first exercise’ since assuning
command I thought it was very well done. On completion at
1130 the ship got under way for Lombrum arriving -at 1600.

B e PIIGS LAE remained alongside Lombrum, whilst maintcnance
work were carried out, prior to salling for Rabaul. Defects
were reported; due this defects the ship was recalled to x
Lombrum. As programmed PNGS LAE was to do an islands patrol.
£ 1420 on the 13th PNGS LAE cast off and proceeded for
Kavieng . |

O On resuming the Islands Area patrol the ship was
restricted at 1050 revolutions on both main engines, and the
Starboard was only for cmergency use., PNGS LAE arrived in
lavieng town at 0800 on Tuesday morning,

1w 4% 0900 the following day the ship proceeded foxr Mussau
Island anchoring in 50 fect of water in SCHADEL SAY%s O the
forecnoon of the 16th & message was received, requesuving

PNGS LAE to proceed to BIPI ISLAND for a mediveac, (QOMPY/ IDATT N
150550z Jan '75 refers), The ship weighed at 1400 and proceeded
but un exiting the harbour a defeet on the nOTYE main engine

was reported, this was sSoon recetified and PNCS LAE resumed her
rassage for Bipi Island. (My 160445z refers), |

\
L1

O by s e wd R

/
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e Lbue to the rough weather cncountered during the passage

the FTA Bipi Island was at 1100, The weather at this atage had
detericrated, having arrived. A party was sent ashorec to locate
the family and were soon embarked. (My- 170430z Jun '75 refers).
o cleanring the lee side of the Islands, the ship was buffeted
azomnd. and ,soom the engine over heated. With regaerd that the
ship had one engine and the chldren were sea sick, I decided

to 2lter course and procecd inside the reef (My 170525z Jan '75
refers), Whilst transiting Nares harbour COMPNGFORSs 170448z
Jan '75 was received. Afser a thorough check on the family, end
tne state of weariness of the Ship's company the ship altercd
course vo anchor on the leeward side of Noru Island,

5. PNGS LLE anchored at 1615 two cables off Noru Islernd, with
intentione to weigh anchor at 0700 the sShips radio operator -
reported to me, tnat difficulties were found in transmitting. -

1 advised him to Keep trying, but this was still mnsuccessful.,

Taese facts werce later presented at an inquiry held on arrival ‘
atithe base. (COMPNGPATRON's report of investigation rcf. 2013790+

0. The ship remainad alongside for a maintenance pericd till
C of the month, at which time the fuel punps were checked
and other defects that were reported.

11.‘ The health, morale and conduct of the ship's compzsny
during the month had been satisfactory,

I have the-honour to be,

-

BALGPR SLEX PNGDF
Commanding Officer
Februazy 1975

finnexzes: A, Steaming annex
B. Monthly Refurn of Ships availabilit-
C. Exercise Anney

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT0/73292



PIN:X A 0 i'}.l J .:..:-E
REPOBT CF PRCGCEEDINCS for
the month of JANUARY 4975

STEAMING ANNEX

1o Distance steamed during the period 914,9 “ile
2e Distance steamed since commissioning 159767,7 Miles
o Hours underway during period 76 hours

L, Hours underway since commissioning 12295 hour.:

e Days on patrol during period 10 days

6 Occasions exceeding economical speed

CE—— S e W T OTRRL W

ANNEX B tc PNGS LAE
REPORI OF PROCZEDINGS fcr
the MONTH of JANUARY {977

ANNEX B

Monthly return of shilps availability - Attached.

ANNEX C o PNGS LAE
REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS fo.
the MCNTH of JANUARY 1475

ANNEX C

Exercise Annex: 6th  =Action Stations
-l'ire exercises
-NBCD exercises
~tmergency Stations
-,eaving ships staticis
-Small arms firings
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PNGS LAE
At Lombrum

.

e

The Commander P
PNG PATROL BOAT SQUADRCN

PNGS LAE REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - 1ST FEBRUARY-5TH MARCH 19%%5.

7 Sir,

I have the honour to repors the proceedings of PNG Ship under my
command for the period from 1st Feb - 5th Mar 1575,
All time kilo,

Ce AT The beginning of the month PNGS LAE was alongside under
malntenance prior to departing for the Southern Area patrol,

3. On the Y4th February, the ship slipped at 1050 and proceeded

to secas, At approximately 1120 the ship was recalled to Lombrum ©c.
an investigation on an incident which occurred during the weckend.
On completion of an enquiry the following day, thc ship departed.
During the night passage in the early hours of the morning of the .
6th,y a log was struck. (My 060630Z FEB 75 refers)., The Gamage o%
this stage was thought not serious, and LAE proceeded =3 programnicy ,
stopping at Samarai town to purchase provisions. At 1600 LAR
slipped and proceceded for Port Moresby,

L PNGS LAE berthed at the north side LANCRON Wharf at 1200,
a diver was sent over the side to investigate the damage of the
log strike, It was reported that damage was done only to the

starboard propellor,

B On Monday 10th, plans werec made for an emergency slipping

in Port Moresby, but due to the lack of knowledge of the situatisn

y and required equipment it was finally declded, that PNGS LAE vi:s
tc proceed to Lombrum prior to an ellergency and intermediate docicir
at Madang slipways (COMPNGPATRON 110710Z FEB 75 refers’.

P At 1600 on the 13th, PNGS LAE slipped to return tc Lombruz:,
but on clearing the narbour, a defect was reported and the shi
returned alongside (my 1306432 FERB 25 refers?. On arrival ship:'
and base staff set to work rectifying the reportsd defenic by
midnight, The following day the Ship sailed on an vari.ight
passage for Samarai,

/e At 0800 Saturday morning PNGS LAR srrived ~amarad, The
overnight stop was thoroughly enjoyed by the shipc company.
buring the aftermcon a game of cricket was piayed, but the locals
proved a tTough oppesition for “he 3hint's teans

. +HGS LAE slipped at 0900 Sundegy mo:inin: For TLombrum, The
passage was dore in vVery cala weather. . PriGr 4o the raising th:
Lagt coast of .icrobs tlhie rudar was regirved unserviceable, the
ship's sjall made all atiempts to find the fault, but it was
beyond thc kuowiedge of the men. FNGE LAY arrived Lombrum at
1200 on Tunsde 7,

RCDIG10/73292
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Qe Dg-ammunitioniﬁg was carried out on the afternoon of the 20t
and an intermedigte shaft and a new propellor were cmbarked.

10, On Sunday the 23rd PNGS LAE slipped at 1300 for passage to
Madang for docking. Due to the unavailability of parts for the
radar, the ship made the passage without a radar, arriving at 08%0
to berth at the small-ships' wharf Madang; where the shaft and
propellor were off loaded. At 1?00 PNGS LAE proceeded up the
harbour towards the slipway, by 1430 she was out of the water, onco
clear of the water it was discovered that another roplacement
propellor was required, (COMPNGPATRON' s 240710Z FEB refers).

11« The work on the ship went well with few complications.

PNGS SAMARAI, on arrival Madang town reported a faulty radio

%ﬁééa} coupler, this was ecxchanged for the servicecable item off
LAE.

12, At 1100 on the 3rd March, PNGS LAE unslipped and proceeded
for sea trials. On completion cshe returned alongside %o berth
ﬁt the small ships' wharf, In the afternoon PNGS LAE, departed
co refuel at the Shell Wharf, At approximately 1530 the ship
gllpped and proceeded for Lombrum, arriving at 1250 the following
aye

13« =~ The 5th larch, brought about another change to the
Defence Force when the Defence Power were handed over to tha
PNG Government.

1%,  The hecalth, morale and conduct of the ship's company
during the month have been good,

I have the honour to be

=l

* Oobcdient Servant,

4/LCDR SLEX PNGDF
Commanding Officer
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ANNEX A:

ANNEXES to 2GS LAE
REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
1 FEB ito 5iMAR 1975

STEAMING ANNEX.
1s Distance steaming during the period 2050,8 miles
2o Distance steamed since Commissioning 161819.5
3¢« Hours underway during period 1513
4+ Hours underway since Commissioning 124464
5 Days on patrol during period 21
6. Occasions exceeding economical speeds
ANNEX B Monthly Rcturn of Ships Availability.
Attached.
ANNEX C: Exercise Annex.

Nil Exercise,
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(Muwfau RETURN OF SHIFS AVAILABILITY 40

ACCOMPANT MoN i:iLY RECORT Of FEvix;a;EDmﬁs) APPENSIX ‘R TO LANOD -?/c;t:: <
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SEDARTMENT OF DEFENCE

(WTEQIM FCRM ONLY - JUNE Q74

DETAILS OF INFORMATION ANALUSIS

INFORMATION CLASSIFIER !  LIULQA DS
ORIGINAL [COPYY _
DUPLICATE COPV MADE

DATE OPENED
_BECURITY CLAGELE)C ATV

REGISTRATION y

ne PNGE LAE — REPoT oF PROCe=ORE]
Bt o B Smﬂwunkj“‘* LA ety

W ——

FILE LOCATION SECTION OF CANCELLATION AND NEW FILE NUMBER.

CLOSE Fite NUMBER £
(R0SS REFERENCE THIS FiLk ity Fu.e/s

_ — %* A MNaS M S
REGISTRATION NUMBER N § / B R o
! MARK TO_ YISRY — - 4
% CANCEL FILE NUMBER VIDE THIS FILE AND INFORM |
|

| o A — ¢ - T

SUBJECT INDEX

i. 205TING PRECIS
RN 1 T epRITC
| - S aatr
|
g - bt o
g B v, $
NA INDEX

HERDING PRECIS

S la;ﬁ“PNGé_l:&Em_ : s

ALTER mwwm 6 mao R PNCG

LETTER DATED QG&WN 9.5 Rﬁnm NUMBER. 7 S ’Z7 7?
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