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HF SIRICTED

HMAS BETANO
At TOWNSVILLE

4th February 1976

The Naval Officer’Commanding
QUEENSLAND

For Information:

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALTAN FLE
The Commander First Australian Landing Craft Squadron

Z

BET - REPORT OF CEEDINGS = JANUARY 6

oir,

1e I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMA Ship under my
command during the month of January 1976.

2e At 0001, 1st Jenuary 1976 HMAS BETANO was berthed starboard side tc
HMAS BALIKPAPAN, no, 7 berth, HMAS MORETON at 8 hours notice for main enginec.
At 0815 Wednesday Tth January, BETANO cast off and proceeded to Moreton Bay

to complete the P.R.T, The Ship anchored at Tangalooma at 1212 and several
beach surveys were carried out as part of the P.R.T, At 1840 Wednesday

7th January 1976, the Ship weighed and proceeded to Moreton Bay for an
independent night steam, At 2100 that night the starboard gearbox was found

to be overheating. In view of the recent defects affecting the starboard

main engine and gearbox, another URDEF was r (HMAS BETANO K00/DAJO71005Z =
refers) and the Ship retumed to MORETON, re at no, 7 berth starboard =ice
to HMAS BALIKPAPAN at 2359, Wednesday Tth January, The Ship reverted %o

8 hours notice for main engines and nomal leave was granted to the Ship's

compallye

De BETANO carried out basin trials from 1455 until 1510, Thursday

8th January and proceeded to Morotorn Bay for engine trials at 1340 Monday
12th Jamuary, These were successfully completed at 1623 that day and the
Ship returned to MORETON at 1855. Twenty nine (29) Naval Reserve Cadets
(from T.S. GAYUNDAH) were embarked for the duration of engine trials and |
were familiarised with life on an LCH, BETANO remained at no. 7 berth until.
0700 Thursday 15th Jamary,

4o BETAND sailed in company with HMAS BALIKPAPAN for Moreton Bay at 0700
Thursday 15th Jamuary to complete her P.R.T. At 0924 BALIKPAPAN was detached
and BETANO proceeded to sea via the North Bast chamnel, At 1147 gun crews
were closed up and a ,50 calibre firing exercise was commenced. The surface
target was sunk by .50 cal fire at 1238 and BETANO proceeded back o :
Tangalooma, anchoring there at 1516, Thursday 15th January. During the night
several NBCD exercises were carried out.

De At 0800 Friday 16th January colours were half masted for the late
Tun Abdul Razak, Prime Minister of Malaysia. Several NBCD lac'b'ureﬁ were
presented to the Ship's Company and at 0923 Friday 16th Jamuary, BETANO

/weighed
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weighed anchor and procceded to Morcton Bay for OOW ship handling exercises.
Shortly after arriving in Moreton Bay the weather rapidly decteriorated and

BETANO returned to MORETON with BALIKPAPALN in company. The ship berthed starboard
side to HMAS WEWAK at 1234 and BALIKPAPAN berthed outboard at 1305 Friday 16th

JE.IHIE.I'Y-
6o BETANO remained at no. 6 berth until 0841 Thursday 22nd January 1976
when it cast off and proceecded to no, 2 berth D s wharf to embark

army stores for Townsville., Loading operations were completed at 1245 and
the Ship returned to no. 7 berth starboard side to BALIKPAPAN at MORETON at
1255 Thursday 22nd January 1976.

Te At 1035 Friday 23rd January 1976 BETANO cast off and proceeded to
sea bound for Port Alma, The passage to Port LAlma was uneventful except for
the presence of a moderate casterly swell caused by cyclone David, BETANO
anchored over COD SHOAL at 1840 Saturday 24th January 1976 and remeined there
until 0300 Sunday 25th January when anchor was weighed.

8. at 0930 Sunday 25th January the ship berthed starboard side to

Port Alma wharf and reverted to 8 hours notice for main engines. The
berthing party was provided by 30 llaval Reserve Cadets from T.S. ROCKH.MPTON.
BET.NO was open for inspection by the Naval Reserve Cadets until 1700 Sunday
25th January,

Oe At 0636 BEITANO cast off and proceeded for passage up the Fitzroy River
to Rockhampton, The local Harbour Marter, Mr, JohnMingent and his launch
Magter, Mr., Rod Oberg, had been cmbarked and acted as pilots for the passage.

25 NR cadets from T.S. ROCKHAMFTON were also embarked, The passage up the
Fitzroy River was uncventful even though the river had been closed to navigation
for some four years and was in flood owing to heavy rains which had fallen
recently, Mast navigational beacons had been racently’;:%e"stured by the Harbour
and Marine department.

10, BETANO anchored in the Rockhampton City Beach at 1201 = lMonday 26th
January, bows upstream, .t 1000 Tuesday 27th January, I called on the Mayor
of Rockhampton, ..lderman Rex Pilbcam and at 1100 I called on the Superintendant
of Police, Central Queensland district, Superintendant I, Clifford,

1. %t 0630 Wednesday 28th January 1976 the Harbour master, Mr, John Nugent
was embarked and at 0706 BETANO weighed and procecded downstream for Port iAlma.
A comprchensive beach survey was carried out at Thompson's Point, Fitzroy river
by utilizing the ship's boat and an army assault craft. The Ship berthed star-
board side to Port Alma wharf at 1205 Wednesday 28th January 1976 and reverted
to 8 hours notice for main engines,

12. At 0720 Thursday 29th January 1976 BETANO cast off and proceeded to
Seahill Pt, Port ilma, 20 persomnecl from the 42nd Reyal Queensland Regiment and
20 Naval Reserve Cadets were embarked at 0700 that morning for passage to

Sabina Pt, Shoalwater Bay but in view of the inclement prevailing weather

condi tions the passage was aborted, A4t 0840 Thursday 29th January BET.LNO
anchored at Seahill Pt and landed elecments from 42 RQR, using the two ammy
assault craft embarked for that purpose., The landing was successfully completed
by 0900 and all army personnel were re-embarked by 0906. BET.NO weighed anchor
and returned to Port /lma, disembarking all army and NRC personnel there and

at 1110 Thursday 29th January sailed for Mackay. .

/1 3. .i.';.'b
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13 4t 1210 Thursday 29th January the weather had worsened considerably

and BETANO returnced to Port Alma, securing starboard side to Port Alma Vharf
The Ship reverted to 8 hours notice for main engines and remained

at 1444,
at Port Alma Vharf until 2359 Saturday 31st January 1976 awaiting more favourablec
weather conditions,

14, TIcchnical

One URDEF was raised during the month of January which has been
roctificd with base staff assistance., The clectrical state of BETANO remains

satisfacto I'Ve
15, General

The hcalth and welfarc of the ship's company is very good and their

morale is excellent,

I have the honour to be
oir,
Your obedient servant,

%jﬁ Z
T

(c.”.J. DE WAARD
Licutcnant RAN
Commanding Officer

IEnclosurcs: 1. /NNBX i = Steaming Report

2. ANNEX B =~ Exercises, Lvolutions and Beaching Reports
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DT 4th Feb 1976

STEAMING REPORT

TR I e N e I

e Miles steamcd this month: T18.2

2e liiles steamed since commissioning: 24027.8

5 2 Hours underway this month: 85 00/60

4 Hours underway sincc commissioning: 2847 16/60

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG10/73395



ANNEZ B TO
R EOTDin . HMAS BET.NO LETTER 1/16/1
Loinli, LN D..TID 4 Fcb 76

EXERCISE .ND EVOLUTIONS

NBCD

e Daily firc Exercisecs (31)

s Emergency Stations (5)

3 NBCD lecturcs (3% hrs)
4, Mayor NBCD Exercise (2)
SEAMANSHIP

, 7 Beach surveys (4)

2, 00 Manouvers (4 hrs)
3, 007 Shiphandling (2 hrs)
BEACHINGS

Nil beachings occurred during January

Total since commissioning (.137)
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B E@Lﬁ 1T N ;'_ :' MAS BETANO
NEH S N e A a't Brisballe‘

1st March, 1976

The Naval Officer Commanding,
QUEENSLAND

FPor Information:

The Flag Officer Commanding,
H,M, AUSTRALIAN FLEI'T

The Commander,
FIRST AUSTRALIAN TANDING CRAFT SQUADRON

HMAS BETANO = RIETORT OF FROCEIDINGS

FLBRUARY 1976
LYY,
1. I have the honour to revort the rroceedings of

HA Shiyp under my command during the month of February 1976.

B At 0001 Sunday, 1st February, 1976 HMAS BETANO was
starboard side to Tort Alma wharf at 8 hours notice for main
engines. By Monday, 2nd February, 1976 the inclement weather
conditions responsible for the ship's prolonged stay at

Port Alma, had abated considerably and at 1046 that day BETANO
cast off and rroceeded for Townsville.,

3 At 2359 Monday, 2nd February, Operational Control was
chopred to HMAS CAIRNS, but at 0715 Tuesday, 3rd February,
Operational Control was reverted back to MOC.QLD owing to
manpower problems at HVAS CAIRNS caused by severe flooding in
that area. The rassage to Townsville was uneventful cxcept
for frequent hegvy tropical rain squalls which at times reduced
visibility to 1/4 of a mile or less. The rerformance of the
Decca 101 radar in tThose conditions wase very pleasing indeed.

4o Owing to raridly worsening weather conditions BT NO
entered Townsville harbour at 0305 Wednesday, 4th February,

sone six hours earlier than planned. The ship secured rort
side to No., 2 berth at 0341 and reverted to 8 hours notice for
main engines. At 0830 cargo operations commenced and 17 Army
conwmexes were disembarked. Six Army 5-ton trucks were embarked
and loading operations were complcted by 1430 that day.

Al
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e BET/ANC cast off and proceecded for Mackay at 1147
Thursday, 5th Februsry, 1976. Shortly after departing
Towvmsville harbour a 16~ft outboard craft at anchor was

. Sigzhted with no aprarent personnel visible on board.
Engines were stopped and the ship proceeded to close the
craft for further investigation using the whistle to attract
attention. Lifter some five minutes, two divers were observed
on the surface and makirg towards the craft. Both divers
boarded the craft and made out that they were alright: after
which BETANO proceeded on her proper course. Townsville
Harbour Control was kert informed of the incident via VHF
as the craft was anchored within Townsville Harbour limits,
It is noteworthy that the craft was not manned during diving
operations nor were the proper Interrational Code flags for
such an oreration disrlayed.

6 After clearing the Whitsunday Tassage at 0351, Triday
| 6th February, 1976, the sea state was such that speed had to
be reduced to 6 knots and the ship experienced severe rolling
on her rroper course. At 0759, BETANO came to anchor at
Maryport anchorage to await more favourable weather conditions
before proceeding on to Mackay. At 0903 Friday, 6 February,
the weather had abated sufficiently and BETAMNO weighed and
proceeded to Mackay, arriving at Mackay Outer Harbour at 1120.
At 1135 BETANO secured port side to the North WVharf and
reverted to 8 hours notice for main engines., This berth
offered little shelter against the prevailing weather and at
1711 Saturday, Tth February, berth was shifted to Loves Jetty,
| Mackay Outer Harhbour.

e Exercigse "BLUL BILLS", a disaster exercise involving

BETANO and units of the 42nd Royal Queensland Regiment was
scheduled to Trnke place on Sunday, 8th February, but had to be
cancelled due to the inclement weather exrericnced that day.

From 1800 until 2000 Monday, 8th February, 1976, An official
cocktall rarty was held onboard HM/S BTETANO for loczl dignitaries.
Unfortunately weather conditions were such that only half of

the official guegts could attend.

8. At 0843 Tuesday, 10th February, 1976 BETANO shifted
berth back To the North Wharf to embark fuel and at 0812
Wednesday, 11th February, 1976 the ship cast off and proceeded
for Brisbane, the weather having abated sufficiently.

e The passage to Brisbane remained uneventful until 1130
Thursday, 12th February, 1976 when a rising swell and falling
barometer gave indication of o predicted complex low pressure
area off Fraser Island. Course was altered for Bundaberg
and the ship entered the Burnett River at 1415. At 1451
Thursday, 12th February, BETANO secured starboard side to the
Sugar Wharf, Tort Bundaberg, and reverted to 8 hours notice
for main engines.

.

e L,

"‘i'ﬁ ":l.i"'g.; g- J
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10, On receipt of favourable weather forecast, BETANO
cast off and rroceeded for Brisbane at 1800, Fricay, 13th
February. The passage to Brisbane was made at 6 knots due
to high seas and a 20-30 knots South Tasterly wind.

11. At 1845 Saturday, 14th February, 1976, the ship entered
Moreton Bay via the North West channel and at 2303 securcd
starboard side to HMAS WEWAK at No. 7 berth, HMAS MORETON.

124 At 1000 Monday, 16th February, BFETANO sailed for
Bulimba to disembark Army cargo but due to unfavourable wind
conditions the beaching at Bulimbe was aborted and the ship
returned to HMAS MORETON, berthing  at No. 7 berth at 1123
that day. At 0728 Wednesday, 18th February, the ship again
sailed for Bulimba and at 0815 beached there to unload six
5=ton trucks., At 0916 the ship retracted and returned to

MORETON, securing there at No. 7 berth at 0939, starboard
side to HMAS WEWAK.,

134 At 0800 Monday, 23rd February, BITANO commenced her
Assisted Maintenance and Leave Feriod. BETANO cast off and
changed berths with HMAS WEWAK at 0855 Tuesday, 24th February.

BITANO remained at No. 5 berth for the remainder of the month
of February.

14, TECENICAL

The electrical arnd engineering state of BTETANO remains
satisfactory.

155 TN IRAL

e . T TT=

The health and welfare of the ship's company is very
good and their morale is excellent.

I have the honour to be
o3P,
Your obedient Servant

{;ﬁg% ﬁ;ﬁi 14

(C;ﬁ.ﬁl de Waard)
Lieutenant, RAN
COMMANDING OFFIC

s

Enclosures: 1. Annex A - Steaming Report
2., Annex B - Exercises, Evolutions
and Beaching Reports
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STEAMING RETURN - FEBRUARY 1976

Miles
Miles
Hours

Hours

H-TI

ANNEX A ©o HMAS BETANO

Letter 1.16.1 dated
1st March, 1976.

e =

steamed during month
steamed since comaissioning
underway during month

underway since commissioning

1141,6
25169.4

137 05/60
2964 05/60
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ANNEX B to HMAS BETANO
letter 1.16.1 dated
1st March, 1976,

BXERCISE AND EVOLUTIONS -~ FEBRUARY 1976 *

NBCD
= Daily Fire Exercisc 29
O LAMAINGHT P
1s OO0V BSihiphandling 3 hours
BEACHING
Bulimba Hard 1
Total since commissioning 136
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FILE: 428/3/ 1492

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE

(NAVY CFFICE)
NARR 7 ©

HMAS ETAWNO REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

AS Jﬂ/f

/D’W/ ‘?—'k’:’“‘l"‘wm - e %Mw el O .?\O!e@ﬂt@m
Byxﬁ{{l/ﬁ o les - Texico RtRanE . th

DENS

NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Board Members may see
these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

B. The report will be given again to Board Members with
Nirector's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments.

C. Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.

D. If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above.

s

¥
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: ' DEPARTMENT OF THEXNAMY DEFENCE

TELEPHONE. 311611
Naval Staff Office

i repty quote Bl e16e33 Edward Street
Box 1416 GPO
BRISBANE QLD 4001
2 { APR 1976

Department of Defence (Navy Office)
Russell Hill
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Attention: Deputy Chief Nawval Staff

HMAS BETANO - RT OF EEDINGS - C 6

The enclosures are forwarded in accordance with RI Appendix 29A.
/ |
s
/(mvm NICHOLLS )

Captain O.B.E. RAN
Naval Officer Commanding
Queensland

?/L) Enclogure: Report of Proceedings (2 copies)

ﬁ ? :".l X\ o
. g e AR t c" - A
o ' . - -
' ’ .
e | "
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RESTRICTED

HMAS BETANO
at Sydney

2nd April, 1976

Refs 1:16:1

The Naval Ofiicer Commanding,

QUEENSLAND

For Information:

The Flag Officer Commanding,
H.1l. AUSTRALIAN FL.LG

G o -wm il g =Sk

The Comaander,
PIRST AUSTRLIAN LaNLING CRAFT SOUADRON

T
[ N R —— S ] R T S ] Tl el e il e i e

HMAS BETANO -- REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
IARCH 1976

Sir.

T I have the honour to report the proceedings of HIA Ship
imcor my comunand during the month of March, 1976.

2 At 0001, Moncday 1st lMarch, 1976, BETANO was starboard
side to No. 5 berth at HMAS IORETON, undergoing an Agsisted
Maintenance and Leave FPzriod. The A.M.P. prosressed
satisfactorily and at 1450, Thursday, 18th March, 1976, basin
trials were carried out alongside HMAS IIORETON.

2 At 0800, Monday 22nd lMarch, 1976, BETANO completed her
AMP and cgain became operational. The ship remained at No. 5
berth Hil.S IIORTION until 0505 Monday, 29th March, 1976, when
it cast off and proceeded to Sydney via Newcuastle.

4 The passage to Newcastle was marred by a force 5 wind
end high seas causing the ship to reduce to 6 knots for six
hours. During the afternoon of Tuesday, 30th March both The
ghip's main and standby HF equipment became unserviceable and
the ship's P.I.M. was finally cleared through a passing
British Merchant ship, call sizn GHDQ, using VHEF' at 2050K
Tuesday, 30th March.

O

RESTRICTED
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1 engincs.

RESTRIGTED

o At 0318 Wednesday, 31st March 1976, BTT.ANO anchored
£f Teweastle heads and reverted to 30 minutes notice for
al At 0536 the ship weighed ard proceceded to
Neveastle harbour, beaching at Horseshoe Bcach at 0604.

Thrce fLrmy Larc V's were cmbarked and at 0627 BETANO
rctracted and proceeded to Sydney.

“ e

After a smooth passage BITANO berthed starboard side

to 2t 'Nos 2 berth, HNAS WATTPHEN at 1400 Wednesday, 31st

Mazch, 1976.
Technical

Mo

The enginecering state of BITANO remains satisfactory.

The electrical state is good although two Urdefs were.raised
Both of these pertaired to the ship's

Guring the month,
HF equirnicnt,

KOD/DAJ 310412Z MARCH 76 refecr).

Gencral

8,

good and their morale remains excellent.

(H1°.8 BTTLFO KOD/DAJ 310410Z MLRCH 76 and

The hecalth and welfare of the ship's comrany 1s very

T have the honour to be

Sir

Your obediert Scrvant

(C.%W.J. de Waard)

Lieutenant, RADN

COML AV DING OFT'ICE

Enclosures: 1. ANMNIX A = Steaming Rerort

2, ANMNTX B - Exercises, Evolutions

and Beaching Report

RESTRICTED
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Miles

Miles

Hours

Hours

AYNTX A to HMAS BITANO
Letter dated 2nd April 1976

STEALING RTTORT = MLRCH 1976

stecamred during month
stecamed since commissioning
underway during month

underway since commissioning

RESTRIGTED

489,4
25658 .8
54 20/60

3038 25/60
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ANNEX B to HMAS BI'"T/NO

Letter 1.16.1 dated

2nd April 1976

EXTRCISH AYD EVOLUTICNS - M/RCH 1976

NBCD

1 Daily fire cxercises
Leaving Ship Stations
Emergecnecy Stations

oL ANSHIP

P i S W -

1 O0% Shirhendling

BLACEING

T e 0 TR O o

Horseshoc Becach

Total since commissionirg

g S S

31

1% hours

139

RESTRICTED
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AR 5
(1975)

DETAILS OF INFORMATION
ANALYSIS

*NOTE: Please print all entries clearly.

REGISTRATION

Department of Defence

Folio

File Number

NAD &

o
~J

Y32

Security Classification

‘ et

& i -

e o - -

HMNAS

P PR TR Y T

. e e R - -b-him-—l—l A ol - i"'i-

Title

e . .

B0 R POt OFf PROCE CIONG

e

L R R R e R LT P N T P L P P P R P P T R R R R P R R TN T T TR T T e e ey

(Name or Designation)

BB I I e e e

R I B e s . B e e e e AR e Rt

[\%’ RE- NI (A
Mark tﬂ EE SRS -. — - - - & i il et e e e e e L e e S S N R i - R e e o e e el -

=== @Nd inform Movements Section.

(Location)

Cross reference this file with: e oe... - o - - 2. T = ” 3 3 - el
SUBJECT INDEX
r— T
Posting Precis Initials

Precis Initials

---.%-- s il W - gl s e i s e 0 6 e 0 e 0 il - A | - P - I - - e

FFasanmEFrds s e rr et ESl FIFEENEREI RN AREE EERE BE EEET RER FeEeE et T TR s At s T e RS a e eSS

LOGGING
Originator

Originator's Reference Initials

e e R

e A A -

Information Classifier

e e L e L LT R R T T L R R e —

(Signature)
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FILE: 428/3/ 1520

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
(NAVY OFFICE)

HMAS Rz TANO. REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS APR'1Mb

2ul 5 Beels - s
;%/fgwwg Nal” Mot (aphocian, - pts wintfied hoit, ulpe Lowmparey Ko

%
# Q1

O R, : t
Ll %mwmwmdjw. {th

_ASTT-N éﬂé%%)'lhg

NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Board Members may see
these reports soon after they reach Navy Cffice.

B. The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments.

. (Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and FHeads of Branches.

D. If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above.

X o
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RESTRICTED
DEPARTMENT OF THENXMX DEFENCE

TELEPHONE: 311611
Naval Staff Office

in repty quote Bl 16439 Edward Street
Box 1416 GPO
BRISBANE QLD 4001

Depertment of Defence (Navy Office) 1 3 MAY 1976
Russell Hill h
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Attention: Deputy Chief Naval Staff

HMAS BETANO REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - APRIL 1976

The enclosures are forwarded in accordance with RI Appendix 29A.

/ (DAVID NICHOLLS)
Captain 0.B.E. RAN
Naval Officer Commanding
Queensland

’r Enclogsure: Report of Proceedings (2 cnpies)

RESTriwi1 2D
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HMAS BIFTANO
at Brisbane

4th May, 1976
1161

All tires K

The Vaval Officer Commarnding,
QUI TINSLAND

For Informations

- Al R E T ol

The Flag Officer Commanding,
H.,7, AUSTRALIAN FLETLT

e e e GE T iy e ——"—_—————

The Corumander,
I'IRST AUSTRALIAN LANDING CRAFT SQUADRON
HMAS BETANO - REFORT OF TROCTEDINGS
220 9 PR
5 o
1. T have the honour to rerort the rroceedings of HMA Ship

under my comrand during the month of April 1976,

% At 0004 Thursday, 1st April, 1976, HMAS BNTANO was
starboord side to No. 2 berth HMAS WATFRHEN at 8 hours notice
for rain engines. At 0830 BETANO rroceeded to Woolwich hard
wherc the ship was beached to disembark cargo. The ship
retracted and berthed at Woolwich Wharf for embarkation of
Car{ 0. With the embarlation of cargo completed BITANO
procecded to No. 2 berth HMAS WATIRHEN securing then at 1650.

S HMAS BALIKFATAN was berthed outboard at 0830 on Friday

ond Arril and cast off at 1300. HMAS BITANO derarted Sydney

at 0830, Tuesday, 6th April for rassage to Brisbane. During

the rnegage the shiy exrerienced weather conditions which aided
the ship in her northerly passage. On Thursday, 8th April, at
1005 TTTANO beached at Bulimba ramp to disembark cargo. With
cargo cperations completed BUIANO retracted and commenced passage
+oc Townsville at 1620 6th April.

ISR
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™he passage to Townsville was uneventful and the weather
woo prodominantly fine with prevailing force 4 southerly winds.
BCT/ Y0 berthed port side to Yo. 2 wharf Townsville at 0935
Sundzy, 11th April. Cargo operations commenced at 0815 and
were completed at 1540 Monday, 12th Arril. BETANO cast off
No. 2 “harf and proceeded on passage from Townsville to Cairns
at 1038 on Tuesday, 13th April. At 1800 the ship anchored at
Kerredy Shoal for 3% hours to attain ETA at Cairms. During
this interval the ship's company were rermitted to hold a
fishirg competition, At 2129 the ship rroceeded to Cairns
anchoring north of the entrance bezcons from 0530 to 0713
Wedrcgday, 14th April.  BETANO berthed starboard side to No. 2
Wharf Cairns at 0800 Wednesday, 14th April. On completion of
cargo and fuelling operations HMAS BITANO casv off from No. 2
wharf and berthed starboard side to HMAS FLINDERS at 1145

14th April and reverted to 8 hours notice for main engines.

T #

E

5e At 0958 Monday, 19th April, HMAS BITANO cast off from
HMAS TLINDERS for rassage to Brisbane. The inclement weather
conditions were responsible for the seeking of safe anchorages.
The wind was predominantly south-east gusting to force 7 and the
swell from the same direction reaking at 10 feet. The ship was
anchored in the North Fast Bay of Great Palm Island at 0216
Tuecday, 20th April. At 0638 anchor was weighed and the passage
was comrenced after favourable weather rerorts. BIITANO was
anclorcd at 0259 Wednesday, 21st April at Kennedy Sound in the
lee of Shaw Island reverting to 8 hours notice for main engines.
Whilst sheltering, short leave was granted to the ship's company.

6, On Sunday, 25th April at 1100 the passage to Brisbane was
resumcd, At 1200 heavy seas were encountered and shelter was
sousrnt in the lee of Cerlislc Island at Maryport Anchorage.
BET/ANO was beached at Brampton Island for hull inspection and
painting, the ship returned to Maryrort Archorage at 0830
Tuesday, 27th April.

Te Due to Cyclone Watorea warnings being issuecd

(COM/AUSL! NCRON ONT SIC FRO 2723302 ATR 76) BETALNO sought shelter
in Cid Harbour, anchoring at 1344 Wednesday, 28th April. At

2223 BTTANO proceeded to the aid of CORLL ST/R after operational
control was assumcd by NOC.QLD and signal (NOC QLD SIG KAO 2808547
APR 76) was received authorising BET/LNO to respond. BET/NO
continued passage to Brisbane upon receirt of signal

(NOC QLD SIG FAO 282114Z ATR 76§ stating that the foundered

vessel no longer required assistance.

8. Due to rising sea and swell BETANO anchored in West Bay

of Middle Islard at 1332 Thursday, 29th April reverting to

one hour's notice for main engines. finchor was weighed at

1602 29th April, the weather having eased considerably. Weather
conditicns increased to force 6 after rounding Brcaksea Spit at
2400 I'riday, 30th April. At 2359 Friday, 30th Lpril, BETANO

was 2789, 8 miles from Breaksea Spit Light on rassage to Brisbane.

v {gﬂ" - ~ N—
Pﬁtk}i:!'l‘i : I-I-III./3
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9 The engineerirg and electricaimstate of BETANO reralns
satisfactory although two URDEFS:

(m4.8 BETANO KOD/DLJ 130150Z LIRIL 1976)
(IMAS BTTANO KOD/DALJ 222318Z AIRIL 1976)

TECHNIC/.L

pertaining to the starboard generator and a defective LN/GRC 106
rcsrectively, were raised.

GINIRLL

10 The health and welfarc of the ship's company is very
good and their morale remains excellent.,

I have the honour to be
Sir, |
Your obedient Servant,

(C.W.J. de Waar
Lieutenant, RAN
COMMANDIVG OFFICIR

Enclosurest 1. Annex A - Steaming Rerort
2. Annex B - Ixerciscs, T'volutions
and Beaching Report
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ANNTEX A TO HMAS BFTANO
LETTER DATFD 4th IMAY 1976

Wi idi

STELAMING RIFORT - AFRIL 1976

T

¥ Milcs stecamed during month 2083.9
2 iles stecamed since commissioning 2774247
3. Tours underway during morth 265 31/60
4, fours underway since commissioning 3303 56/60

-
I'T1
ﬂ!-‘@
ﬂ"".:‘.}!
=
.
T3
=
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ANNEX B TO HM.LS BFT! NO
IITTER DATED 4th MAY 1976

DEC g

'L] | r_\_ ; i "l
o - -

EXTRCISES LND TVOLUTIONS - APRIL 1976

NBCD

Daily fire exercises 30
Ieaving ship stations 4
Tnergency stations 2

Te O0W Shiphandling

BTACHING
Bulimba 1
Woolwich 1
Brampton Island 1

(dry out 24 hours)

Total since commissioning 142
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PILE: 428/3//C2¢

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
(NAVY OFFICE) 77ﬁ2?f?(
0

HMAS : REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

_J)N( fﬂf‘? LE6VIad Bormance s z&%é:m“,.j A Baikite e
c W%?’f% frtyf A 8e lronrey /

NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Board Members may see
these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

B. The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments.

C. Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.

D. If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be

raised, a suitable note being made above.
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3y, AUSTRAL

S

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE

Naval Staff Office
Edward Street

Box 1416 GeP.0.
ERISBANE. Q. 4001

Telephone: 31.1611
In rﬁply quﬂ‘ba: B¢1|16-33
- L1l 9
Department of Defence (Navy Office) q JUL 1976
Russell Offices
CANBERRA. A.C.T. 2600

Attention: Deputy Chief of Naval Staff.

HMAS BETANO - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - MAY 1976

)

The enclosures are forwarded in anaﬁ&- ce with R.I. Appendix 29A.
/

for Naval Officer Commanding
Queensland (L-O-L-)

f{mclmuraa: Report of Proceedings (2 copies).

B~ 2
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RESThivIED

324 June, 1976
E.1-16-3

The Navel Officer Commanding,
- g val e wrt £, Jur T MR,
.h._ e E !::IJ_J.-'I—‘— D

- A e - il

For Information:

The Flag Officer Commanding,
.M. AUSTRALIAN FLIDT

—— o T

The Commander,
FIRST AUSTRALTAN LANDING CRAFT SQUADRON

i w ae  J

The Naval Officer Commanding,
NORTH AUSTRALIA AREA

-l

The Commanding Officer,
HMAS BRUNEL

HIAS BUTANQ — RITORT OF PROCEEDINGS
NAY 1976

o1r,

1 I have the honour to rerort the yroceedings of HIMA Shiy
under my command during the month of May 1976,

2 At O001K Saturday 01 May, 1976, BIUTAWO was at 24 35 S

153 21 E proceedirg for shelter in the lee of Fraser Island

en route Cid Harbour to Brisbane. At 0600 BITANO altered

course to anchor ir the lee of Lady Flliott Islard at 0805K
remaining at immediate notice for main engines. BELTANC

weighed anchor at 1340K Saturday O1 May after the weather had
abated and the passage was continued. However, the weather

again deteriorated and by 0300K Sunday, 2nd lay the windﬂwas

force 6 with high seas. The shiy continually rolled 40 either “
.gide of the vertical.

3. At 1504F Sunday, 2nd liay, BFTANO entered Moreton Bay via
Worth Yest Charnel. The shiy seccured starboard side to

' AS BRUNEI, No. 6 berth HIAS KORTTON at 2040K Sunday, 2nd May .
She remained at Yo. 6 berth until Friday 7th VMay during which
time main ergires and radar urdefs were rectified. At 0847TK
Friday, Tth May, 1976 BITANO cast off %o allow BRUNI.I to proceed
resecuring to No. 5 berth HMAS MORTTON at 0915K. At 1255K
BETANO cast off and rroceeded to Bulimba Hard to commence
loadinrg cargo for Townsville. The ship retracted at 1710K and
secured at Yo. 5 berth HMAS MORETON reverting to 8=hours notice
for main engines.

PR i

RESTRICTED
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4 . At 08C1K Saturday, 8th May BETANO cast off No. 5
berth HMAS MOERTTON and proceeded to sea for rassage to
Towneville, At 1740k Sunday, 9th May, in the vicirity of
Great Kerrel Island, the shiy effected a rendezvous with
HMAS BRUNEIL, BET/YMO assumed O0TC and guide and BRUNI
stationed 1000 yards astern. At 1754K BITANC exrerienced

a steering gear failure and BRUNTTI assumed guide. - At 2220K
automatic steering was restored. At 1100K Monday, 10th May,
orerctional control was choyred to HMALS CLIRFS, At 1353F a
highline transfer was carried out with ERTNMTI to pass srare
rarts for the defective radar in HMAE BETANO, Transfer was
comyleted at 1407K.,

5 e BI'TAYO and BRUINEL beached at Taliarenda Beach at
0905K Tuesday, 11 lay and due to the unfavouravle conditions
at the beach, BITANO retracted and secured alongside No. 2
wharf Townsville at 1047K reverting to 8-hours notice for
main engines., BRUNTTI remained or the beach to unload
ammunition, sailing for Townsville on comyletion, Cargo
operations were completed by 1500K Tuesday, 11th lay.

6, At 2000K Wednesday, 12th May, B'T.LNO cast off and
rroceeded to Darwir with TRUFEI in comrany. During the
passage the weather was fine with the predominant S.E. wind
aiding rassage. Underway rerlienishimert arrroaches and OOW
manoeuvres were carried out with ExUNTI throughout the passage.
Operaticnal cortrol was choryec to NOCN% at 1600K Saturday,

15 Nay. At 1630 cloclrs were retarded half an hour to

Zone IK.

T At 1311 IXK Tuesday, 18th M BITANO berthed at Mo, 1
berth Stokes Hill wharf everting tm hours notice for sea.
At 1325 IK BRUINTI secured rort side to BITANO. LT 1200 1K
Wednesday, 19th May, BRUNFI cast off and rroceeded to '
Larakea Hard returnirg at 2030 IK. At 1337 IK Thursday,
20th May, BRUNEI held clear while BFT/NC cast off and froceeded
to beach at Larakea Hard. The ship dried out during cargo
orerations and retracted 2T “PBO She berthed alongsicde
BRUNEI at 1917 Thursday, 20th Moy, and reverted to 8 hours
notice for main enginega

8. BTT/NO cast off FRUKELI at 0909, Friday, 21st May,
and proceeded to Larskea Hard, beaching at 0932. The shir
retracteg at 1105 and secured pm*t side to No. 6 berth
Stokes Hill Wharf at 1122 and reverted to 8 hours notice for
main engines. HMAS BRUNEI was sccured port side to at 1130.

9. BRUNTEI was cast off at 0635 lionday, 24th May to

proceed to Larakea Hard. At 0651 BFT/NO cast off No. 6 berth
Stokes Hill wharf and proceeded to anchor in the Iort Quarantine
Anchorage at 0707, reverting to 4 nhours notice for main

engines., DTANC weighed anchor at 0605 Tuesday, 25th May and
commenced yassage to Frincess Charlotte Bay. BRUNEI effected
a rendezvous with BFTAI'0 ir the vicinity of Cape Don at 1738
Tuesday, 25th May. BILﬂNO assumed the duty of OTC and
stationed BRUNEI 1000° astern,

oS
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10. At 0300 Wednesday, 26th May, the sea state increased
to Force 6 rrorortions and shelter wae sought in the iece of
Care Croker, BFTANO and ERUNEI anchored in the lee of Cape
Croker at 0712 Vednesday. 26th May. BTTLANO reverted to

8 hours notice for main cecngines. At 0812 Thursday, 27th May,
BETANO weighed anchor and proceeded to Frincess Charlotte Bay
in company with BRUNEI. At 0834 BITLFO experienced a
steerirg breakdown, which was rcctified by 0837, BTUT/NO and
BRUNEI proceeded to IMalay Bay indepencently after exreriencing
Force 6 weather at 0933 Thursday, 27th May. BT/ NO passaged
through Bowen Strait and anchored in lMalay Bay in the company
of BRUNEL at 1530 Thursday, 27th May, reverting to 8 hours
notice for main engines. At 2359 Monday, 31st May, BTTLNO
was at anchor in Malay Bay at 6 hours notice for main engines.

TECHNICAL
11. The engineecring and electrical state of BI'TINO remains

(2o
-

satisfactory although thrce URLDIFS

| (HMAS BTTAFO KOD/DAJ 0106327 MAY 76
(.S BRT.NO KOD/DAT 130750Z MAY 76
(HMLS BTT/NO ¥OD/DAJT 310930Z YAY 76)

rertaining to the defective AY/GRC 106 were raised.
GENER.LL

125 The health and welfare of the ship's company is very
good and their morale remains excellent,

I have the honour to be
G177, |
Your obedient Servant,

_7———

e

| So.0.

(C.W.J. De Waard)
Lieutenant, RAN
GOML, I'DING OFTICTR

LR e EEE S  N

Enclosurcg: 1. Annex A - Stecaming Report
2. Atimex B - IXercisse, Fvolutions
and Beaching Rerort
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1 Miles
2 Miles
3 Hours
4 o Hours

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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ENTTX A to
HMAS BIETANO Letter
dated 3rd June, 1976

STTANING EYTORT - MAY 1976

Lt i L T - L St BT e oy

steamed during mounth 2704 &1
steamed since cormissioning 30443 ,8
undsrway during ronth 285 39/60
underway since commissioning 3589.35/60

RESTRIGTED
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
(NAVY OFFICE)

HMAS T3C A N0 REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS Juné i

NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Board Members may see
these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

B. The report will be given again to Board Members wi?h
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments.

C. Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.

D. If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above.
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE

Naval Staff Office
Edward Street

Box 1416 GPO
BRISBANE QLD 4001
Telephone: 311611

In reply quote: B1.,16.33

14 JUL 1976

Department of Defence (Navy office)
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Attention: Deputy Chief Naval Staff

HMAS BETANO REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS = JUNE 6

The enclosures are forwarded in accordance with RI Appendix 29A,

%m Aok

(mv:[n NICHOTLS )

Captain O.B.E. RAN

Naval Officer Commanding
Queensland

AP Enclosure: 1. Report of Proceedings (2 copies)

-
i
Pa'
v
3
)
——
r
-

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIGT10/73395



4 geremmrs: -

CYHBEEEY VGIL

e e aam —

yehonp o plocesqyuER (3 cobrss )

gmnm:runq

Hﬂlﬂ? 0LIT COL COoNmEIgIUE

GNBESIE oon cRe wwy
\ (nrm ncm)

VFFeogen:  pebagd cpyey RSAST 2$9LL

oR00

pedeLpmeny o peyevee (uTal 0LL7ce)

19 167 B\8

IU LebTA dmoge: RITie*R

LeTebpome: el

BEIGBYEE OID +00i
BOX |¢ie GBO

EGASLY z2f%e6g

HEAST QPELL QILICE

DEBVELWNEWML Ot DEEEMCE

y —taz,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIG1073395



RESTRICTED

~" 1/16/1 HRAS BETANO
at Darwin

1 July 1976

The Naval Officer Commanding
QUEENSLAND

For Information:

The Flag Officer Commanding HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET
The Commander FIRST AUSTRALIAN LANDING CRAFT SQUADRON

HNAS BETANO - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - JUNE 1976

S —— i — - i — I i I e I PR— . ——— . ——— i - D

Sir,

: 8 | have the honour to report the proceedings of HilA Ship under my command during the month
of June 1976,

2, At 0001 Tuesday 1 June 1976 BETANO was at anchor in Hal ay Bay, 11°22's 132°53'E, at
eight hours notice for main engines., At 0801 BETANO with HMAS BRUNEl in company weighed anchor and
commenced passage to Thursday Island to conduct Cape York Beach Reconnaissance. At 1055 Wednesday
2 June BETANO experienced a port main engine breakdown due to a failure in the cooling system, the
defect was rectified by 1131,

. 7 BETANO berthed starboard side to the Caltex Wharf Thursday Island at 2141 Thursday 3 June
reverting to eight hours notice for main engines. BRUNEI was secured starboard side to at 2210.

At 1302 BETANC cast off the Caltex Wharf and anchored in Thursday |sland harbour at 1324 Friday 4 June
reverting to eight hours notice for main engines, BETANO wcighed anchor at 1745 and berthed port side
to BRUNE! on the harbour wharf at 1816 Friday 4 June.

k, At 0900 Saturday 5 June BETANO cast off from BRUNEI and proceeded to Bamaga via Normanby
Sound. At 1459 BETMOD anchored in the entrance to Bamaga to conduct sounding operations, At 1610
the ship weighed anchor and proceeded to berth port side to Bamaga Wharf at 1653, reverting to eight
hours notice for main engines.

9 The ship departed Bamaga at 0608 Monday 7 June and commenced passage to Port Musgrave.
BETANO anchored in Port Musgrave at 1905, reverting to eight hours notice for main engines, At 1521
Tuesday 8 June anchor was weighed and passage was commenced to .cipa with PRUNE! in company, .t 2305
BETANO berthed starboard side to Evans Landing Wharf at Weipa Harbour reverting to eight hours notice
for main engines. BRUNE! was secured starboard side to at 2320, At 1000 Thursday 10 June BRUNEI
cast off and proceeded.

b. At 1625 Monday 14 June BETANO cast off Evans Landing Wharf and proceeded on passage to
Karumba, At 0043 a green flare was sighted which was investigated and found to be the Taiwanese
fishing vessel YIH CHEN No, 1 (HMAS BETANO SIG KBG 141615Z JUN 76) fishing report was originated.
At 0140 Wednesday 16 June 1976 BETANO anchored at the entrance to the port of Karumba, At 0710
anchor was weighed and at 0830 BETANO berthed starboard side to BRUNEl reverting to eight hours
notice for main engines. BETANO cast off from BRUNEI and proceeded in company for Nassau River at
1601 Wednesday 16 June, BETANO anchored at Nassau River at 0451 Thursday 17 June in order to carry
out beach surveys.

t. Anchor was weighed at 0840 Friday 18 June and passage to Darwin was commenced with BRUNE|
in company. At 0528 Monday 21 June BETAND anchored at Fitzpatrick Shoal, and at 1640 anchored at
Hancox Shoal. At 1958 Monday 21 June BETANO weighed anchor and proceeded to Darwin, At 2317 BETANO
anchored 170° one mile from Emery Point in Darwin Harbour reverting to eight hours notice for main
engines,

RESTRICTED o Ls
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8. Anchor was weighed at 0810 Tuesday 22 June and BETANO beached at Larrakeyah Hard at
0821 to disembark CDT1 and cargo. With cargo operations completed BETAND retracted at 0915 and
berthed port side to No. 1 berth Stokes Hill Wharf at 0945, reverting to eight hours notice for
main engines. At 0800 Thursday 24 June colours were half masted in the honour of the 1ate Lord
Casey. At 1520 Friday 25 June Warrant No, 1/76 was read on the Flag Deck. BETAND cast off from
Stokes Hill Wharf at 1405 and berthed starboard side to BRUNE! at the Boom Wharf at 1420 Monday

28 June,

g, At 2359 Wednesday 30 June BETANO was starboard side to HMAS BRUNEl at the Boom Wharf
Darwin Harbour at eight hours notice for main engines,

10, The engineering state of BETANO remains satisfactory with one URDEF outstanding

pertaining to an outboard motor (HMAS BETANO KOD/DAJ 0205187 JUN 76). The electrical state is good
with one outstanding URDEF; the radar has been inoperable throughout the month (HHAS BETANO KOD/DAJ
310930Z HAY 76 refers); and an URDEF (HWMAS BETANO KOD/DAJ 0622307 JUN 76) pertaining to the AN/GRC
106 has been rectified,

General

S N ESWE AT

5 The heal th and welfare of the ship's company is very good and their morale remains
excellent,

| have the honour to be,
Str,

Your obedient servant,

(C.W.J. de WAARD)
Lieutenant RAM
Commanding Officer

Annexes 'A' Steaming Report
= B!  Exercises, Evolutions and Beaching Report

RESTRICTED
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ANNEX 'A' TO
HIRAS BETANO LETTER 1/16/1
OF 1 JULY 1976

STEAM ING REPORT - JUNE 1976

———— (T i S el S A —

1. [Miles steamed during month 2110,0 :
2. MWiles steamed since commissioning 32553,8
30
3. Hours underway during month 219 /60
05
k. Hours underway since commissioning 3808 !ED
RESJRICTED
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EXERCISES AND EVOLUTIONS - JUNE 1876

e e SEE e B R A TR P s e e e T § il L RS N S e

1, DAILY FIRE EXERCISES
LEAVING SHIP STATIONS
EMERGENCY STATIONS

SEAMANSHIP

BEACHI NG

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

1. 00" SHIPHANDLING

LARRAKEYAH
TOTAL SINCE COMMISSIONING

RESTRICTED

ANNEX '8! TO
HMAS BETANO LETTER 1/16/1
OF 1 JULY 1976
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' DEPARTMENT OF TidBodhAYx DEFENCE

TELEPHONE: 31+1611 Naval Staff Office

IN REPLY QUOTE Bel=1 6"33 g:;a:i' gtz-e;‘fon
ERISW- 40'01 "

1;'? rﬂ.i..!r; lgf?E'
Department of Defence (Navy Office)
Russell Offices
CANBERRA. A.C.T. 2600

Attention: Deputy Chief of Naval Staff

HMAS BETANO - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - JULY 6

The enclosures are forwarded in accordance with R.I. Appendix 29A.

Captain OBE RAN
Naval Officer Commanding
Queensland.

Enclosures: Report of Proceedings (2 copies)

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG10/73395



BEB.LBEC.LED

fe20 R

GEPT.OF DEFE. *‘E
LN (MFORMATION ANALYCIS
| CENTRE

W’ Pcjoantes: peboxp oy proceegynis (5 cobyea)

CYHBEEEY* V°'C'3° m
preseTT OyLIces ‘
pebernpmeny oy perewce (uSAd OyLIoce)

L™ M ._.,.‘-
‘I E‘r VIIC tL“EE

BETABYHE® vood-
nweers aoon  Pri=ip=]3 pox itie .E-":B.O‘

e Jisdedd HAST 24871 OTLTOS

| DELVELWEWL Ot ZRECHwss DERENCE
BEa.l.ch.LE_n

L
ﬁ
‘1

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIG1073395



FEF””ﬁ?“ﬁ“‘ﬁ*”?'?m

S8 N & Lio W &

HMAS BETANO
at Brisbane

18t fugust, 1976

5=16~1

The Naval Officer Commanding,
YUTEN SLAYD

For Information:

The Flag Officer Commanding,
HM, AUSTRALIAY FLETT

The Commamder,
FIRST AUSTR'LI/N LAVDING CR.FT SOU.LDRON

The Maval Officer Commanding,
NORTH AUSTRALI. ARTL

| The Commanding Officer,
HM/.S CLIRNS

The Commanding Officer,
| HMAS BRUNET

HI1AS BiT/T0 —= RETORT OF PROCETDINGS
JULY 1976

DT,

15 I havc the honour to rerort the proceedings of HMA Ship
under my command during the month of July 1976.

i LT O900K Tuesday, 20th July I assumed command, whilst
the shir was on rassage from Scawfell Island to the Tercy
Islands grour.

3 At 0001 Thursday, 1 July, 1976 BrT/NO was alongside the
Boom Wharf, Darwin Herbour at eight hours notice for sea.

Lt 1415 that day B'TANO cast off to prepare for the intended
beachirg at Larrakeyah hard but due to unfavourable tidal
currents at the time, this was cancelled and the ship berthed
alongside Stokes Hill wharf at 1615.

4, At 1258 Friday, 2nd July, whern conditions were more

| favourable the shir cast off and proceeded to Larrakeyah,

| beaching at 1320 and on comyletion of cargo orerations,
retracted and rroceeded on rassage to Towrsville, At 2030

| that evering BETANO rendesvoused with HM/ S BRUNTI

(i¥UT F.HE.V. COBR, T/¥) in the Vernon Islards ~rea and

Troceeded 1n company to an archorage at C-re Dor where BRUINTFI

landed the Lighthouse mainterarce party.

WW(’ET““!"‘”"T
i\“ ,-'ﬂil! I.L'-II-*" L lllll/2
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5e At 0655 Saturday, 3rd July BTT.NO weighed ard proceeded
ir compary with HIM/.S BRUNTI or yassage across the Gulf of
Carpentaria exreriencing heavy South TI'asterly weather en route.

6. At 1259 Tuesday, 6th July, a defect in the starbonrd
ergine blower drive resulted in BIT.NC detaching HN/.S ERUNET
and troceeding to Thursday Island, berthing at 1635 tc await
the arrival of stares from Brisbtane (URDIT 73/76 refers).
PIT.NO cast off and rroceeded from Thursday Island wharf at
0700 Friday an anchor ir the harbour to carry out rerairs to
the starboard main engine. The rerairs and trials were
successfully conyleted Saturday evering ard at 0703 Sunday,
11th July the ship weighed and sailed for Townsville.

During the next two days on rassage through the Barrier Reef,
BTT/ANO excharged idertitics with HMLS TLRT .MLTTL and

HIAS B/RBTTTE arriving at Towrsville 0617 Morday, 14th July
securirg yort side to No. 7 wharf.

Ts To facilitate cargoe orcrations the ship moved to
No. 2 wharf and on completior at 1552 Thursday 15th sailed for
Port Clinton. Due to the inclement weather ercountered on
passage BIT/NO anchored in Cid Harbour at 0715 Friday, 16th

| and at 1405 rroceceded alorgsidc South Molle Island wharf

gecuring at 1745,

8 e At 1530 Saturday, 17th July, I joined BET/IFO at South
Molle Islard for the rassagc to Brisbare via South Lrm Creek,

Fort Clinton.

o Lt 0955 Nonday, 19th July, B'T/NO cast off ard rroceeded
but ag=zin due to urfavourable weather was forced to scck
shelter in the lee of Scawfell Island archorirg a2t 1730.

Lt 0637 Tuesday, the ship weighed and rrocceded to West Bay in
the Fercy Islards grour to enable the arrival at Tort Clintenr
to be nade during daylight hours.

10, BETANO weighed at 0457 and ir moder-ting weather,
rrocecded to the hard in South Arm Creek, arriving at 1353

and or comrletion of loading cargo at 1440, salled for Brisbane.
On arrival at Bulimba hard at 1334 orn 23rd July, B"T.LNO
disembarked the heavy earthmovirg cquirment anrd securecd alongsgide
mi.S BRUNTEI at HMALS MORTTON wharf at 1440.

11. The Lssisted Mairterarce Teriod commerccd on Morday,
26th July, and although a2 wcek late in commercirg, has resolved
o considerablec number of outstardirg minor defecte and

assisted plarred malntenarnce pPrograms. Or. Tuesday, 27th July,
BLT/NO was cold moved alongside HI'LS NORITCN wharf to assist
the mainterance rrogram and HMAS ERUNEI securecd alongside at

1220,

12 At 2359 Saturday, 31st July, BIT/IFO was staorboard side
to HM.LS MORITOY wharf at cight hours notice for sea.

I
L
v

%
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13.  TICHNICAL

RIDIR = The DFCCL Super 101 radar remains
unsecrviceable ard is beirg worked on by
Base Staff (URDTF 71/76 rcfers).

Starboard Main Engine - Tolerarces on the
main crgine blower were excessive and both
are being rerlaced. (URDIP T73/76 refers)

Magrietic Comrass — The casirg was fractured
by vibratior is beirg rerlaccd (INDEF 64/76
rcfors) .

Outboard Motor - was surveycd by Base Staff
and is belng rverlaced.

The health and welfare of the skhipr's compary is very
good and their morale rcmains cxcellerd.

4l L

(G.R. Richter)
Lieuntcrart, RAN
COVMANDING OFFICTR

Enclosureg: 1. Lrmex L Steaning Reyort
- 2. Lrnex B Exercises, ILvolutions ard
Beachirg Reyorts
3. Annex C Cargo Return
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LNNTX A TO HMAS BT'T/NO
5 4 T T A e

1st AUGUST 1976

STUAMING RIJ“RT

1s Miles steamed during nonth 22 tes’l
2 Miles steamed since cormissiornirg 34766 5
2 Houre urder way during month 255 10/60
4, Hours under way since cormissioning 4063 15/60

Bakm L LW 1 B
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LUNTX B TO HMALS BET/NO
LETTTR D/ 15D
1st LUGUST 1976

EXTRCISES AND IVOLUTICYNS = JULY 1976

NBCD

1- Paily fire excrcisgcs 10
Scamanshiy

1 OQW shirhandling 5 hours
Beachings

Larrakcyah 1

Tort Clinton 1

Bulimba 1 3

Total since commissioning 150

i
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HluAS BTTANO
at Brisbanec

2rd September 1976
1=16-1
The Yaval Officer Commandinrg
QUETYSLAND

For Information:

The Flag Officer Commanding
H.M. Australian Fleet

The Commander,
First Australian Landing Craft Sguadron

The Commanding Officer
HVAS YATTRHEN

HIAS BELTANO - RETORT OF PROCEIDINGS
AUGUST 1976

SILY

Yo T have the honour to rerort the rrcceedings of

HI"A Shir under my command during the month of 19116.
OE0OS :

Za At 0001 Sunday 1st August BLTANO was alongside at

¥AS VORETON undergoing an Assisted Maintenance reriod which
continued until 1030 Thursday 12th August when the ship
sailed for Bulimba Hard, Brisbane River to embark a cargo

of empty amnunition boxes for Sydrey. On completion of
loading the ship returned alongside at MOPETON, berthing
outboard of HMAS WEWAK at 1403.

| 3 At 0623 Friday 13th August the ship sailed to
Dalgety's wharf to load two containers and then proceeded
in comrany with HMAS BRUNEI and HI'AS LABU/Y to a rendezvous
with HMAS TARLKAY south of Peel Island - Moreton Bay to awalt
the arrival of the Fleet Commander. At 41225
RADM G.V. GLEDSTONE,(E?E% A.0., D.85.C. an¢ Bar, arrived and
after insrecting the 8hip was pired ashorc for transit to
HMAS BRUNEI. After weiching at 1405 the ship rroceeded to
Sydney via the Rairbow Channel South Passecge, loreton Bay.

“ At 1610 that afternocon AN/GRC 106 1 F radio becane

unserviceable (my URDEF T4/76 refers) and BITANO returred to
Brisbane where the radio was exchanged wi'lh a serviceable unit

from HVMAS PRUNEI and on comrletion sailed for Sydney at 0155
Saturday, 14th August.

iliu.mu.? A a » : - n-'n./z
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5 After two days of very rough weather the ship arrived
in Sydrney securing alongside the Fatrol boat wharf
HMAS WATERHEY at 2020 Monday, 16th August,

6. At 0637 Tuesday 17th B TANC proceeded to Woolwich to
disembark cargo and load heavy equirment for the amphibious
landing demonstration rehearsal a2t Balmoral PEeach - Hurters
Bay. The rehearsal commenced at 1020 and on its completion
BTTAYO returned to HVAS WATTRHIN, securing alongside at 1322.
At 0914 Wednesday, the ship again sailed to Hunters Bay for
the second day of the rehears-ls involvirg 8 IARC, MK V

1 ICK 8 - 1 ICM 6 and heavy cargo moving equirment. BTTANO
sailed to Hunters Bay at 0856 Thursday for the demonstration
to the members of the Joint Services Staff Course and
rersonnel from the Portsea Officers Training College and on
completion proceeded alongside Chowder Bay Wharf.

6. At 1330 B"TANO was detached and rroceeded to Woolwich
embarking heavy earthmoving ecuipment and on completion at

1447 sailed via HMAS W .TERHEMN for Brisbane. During the fine
weather exrerienced on passage a small armg shoot, interral NBECD
drills and prerarations for the Anrual insjection in September
were carried out. After passage through the Rous Chennrel,
South Tassage loreton Bey and disembarking cargo at Bulimba,
BITAFQO secured alongside HI'LS WEWAE at 1710 Saturcay 21st
Augvst.

T At 0930 Friday 27th August the ship sailed to

Hamiltons Reach, Erisbane River to carry out a magnetic compass
swing and practice beachings for LIEUT I.J. PURNELL-WIEB,
returning alongside HMAS DBRUNFEI at 1220,

8 . BETANO sailed at 0736 Tuesday, 31st August, to
particirate in the initial practices for loading/unloadirg of
helicorters into LCH's and to train personrel in directing

| and safety procedures. At 0905 that day “I'TANC rendezvoused
with HMAS TARAKAY to disembark yersonnel and stores before
proceeding to Cleveland Bay where the tria’s commenceé¢ at 1025.
On comyletion of trizls that afternocorn the ship rroceeded to
Redeliffe Jetty, arrivirng at 171° and rema’ning alorgside
that evening at 8 hours notice for sea.

TECHNIC/L

All outstanding defects have been rcraired or
replaced (BITANO R170422Z AUG 76 refers).

o e/3
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Tre health and welfare of the ship!

W, oeer ..,-;-_1r m‘.
]

good and their morale remains excellent.

T have the hoaour to be
Sir
Your obedien: Servant

A
(G.R .- RICHTFER )

Lieutenant RAY
Commanding Of ficer

.,”r..,r

Inclosures: 1. Arnex A Steaming Report

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

2. Annex B Exercises, Evolutions and
Beaching Rerortn
3. Ltnnex C Cargo Return (Nﬂhq,__,)

- comrany 1s Very

RCDIGTO/73395
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ANMEX A O HEAS BUIANO
LTTUP 16. 1 D_T'L. 1577

i
2nd S t'"E"_:_“§7E

STEAMING RETORT

Miles steamed this month 1158.6
Miles steamed since commissioning 359251
Hours underway this month 142 36/60
Hours underway since commissioning 4205 51/60

RCDIGT0/73395
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3

4

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

SEAM/NSHIF

2’1 Aug

NBCD

GUNNTRY

20 Aug

12 Aug
17 Aug
17 Aug
18 Aug
19 Aug
19 Aug
21 Aug
2T 2z

Total since commissioning

76

76

76
76
76
76
76
76
76
76

wime, FHN P BT

ANNEX B TC HMAS BITANO

LETTER 1s 6s1 DATED
2nd SEITEl BTR, 1976

LYTRCISES AFD FVOLUTION:

T,

e e ——r

LEUT T'.d. PURNULL-WEEB

Commanding Officer HI'AS BRUNFL

Small Arms Shoot (SIR & 71)

Bulimba
Woolwich

Balmoral
Balmoral
Balmoral
Woolwich
Bulimba
Bulimba

N BB

168

1 beaching

RCDIGT0/73395
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AT SFEA
s 16,9 04 OCTOBER 1976

The Naval Officer Commanding
QUEENNSTAND

el R N LT LS

For Information

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FIEET

el ol Tl G - i [ R LT e

The Commander
FIRggqégfigggng'LAHDIHG CRAFT SQOUADROL

The Commanding Officer
HMAS WATERHEN

HMAS FRTANO REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

T L  EPTT— e

SEPTEMBER 1976

[ S M-.-t.._-.—-:l-_u-l.--

olr

I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMA Ship under my
command during the month of September 1976,
1« At 0001 15t September 1976 WTANO was alongside REDCLIFTE JETTY
MORLTON BAY on the completion of the firsat day of helicopter/ICH
loading/unloading trials and training with an RAN IRIQUOIS helicopter,

2e At 0802, 1st September BETANO proceeded from Redecliffe Jjetty to

| the anchorage in Cleveland Bay for the second day of helo training
under the guidance of ILCDR B J BOETCHER RAIl, This was considered
invaluable as continuation training for engineering staff and general
update of firefighting and damage control drills in 2 situation not
previously considered onboard. On completion of these drills at 1155
BETANO weighed and proceeded to HMAS FOREZTON, securing alongside No 6
Berth outboard of HMAS BRUNEI at 1528,

5¢ The annual inspection of books and procedures commenced at 1000
Thursday 2nd September and continued throughout the day with all
departments being inspected,

At 1000 Friday 3rd September the ships company was inspected at

Divisions by CMDR R A J T ARUNDEL RAI, who on completicn formally
lnspected the ship.

4 At 0700 Monday 6th oceptember, BETANO sailed to the CLEVELAND BAY
anchorage to commence Defence force trials directive No 377 with the
RAAF and ARMY, which congisted of lﬂading/unlaading of equipment and
stores by both CHINOOK and IRIQUOIS helicopters,

073395
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- 5, On completicn of the first days trial. BETANO
e _comy ion rial, proceeded to
Jlongside RGdClli{E Jetty where post inspection maintenance and repairs
~ 10 The bow door lifting gear was carried out.
BETANO sailed at 0836 Tuesday 7th September to the: anchor ]
: ﬁ | g _ . age and duri
The next Three days, embgarked/disembarked vehicles, weapani and fuel ey
gantalners as required by the trials directive.
n completion of the trials at 1308, Thursday 9th. BETAN '
proceeded to alongside HMAS MORETON at 1605.y . e X

6, At 0936, Monday 13%3th September BEPANO sailed fo | in

. ) 2 : 2 r Sydney compan
with HMA Ships TARAKAN, IABUAN and WEWAK arrivi - T F.y
15th September, | i ' TENG B 1O e

Te On Thursday 16th September LEUT J A FALLON RAN :
of EXECUTIVE OFFICER from SBLT D NOIAN RAN. T SRRURC e Rutieg

8. BETANO gailed to Woolwich hard at 080% Frids

2 _ : > Y 17 September to emb
a Cargo DfrT?thlGS and eaxrthmoving equipment, returning alongside s
HMAS WATERHEN at 1130 on completion of loading,

9. On Saturday morning at 0906, BETANO sailed from Sydnev in c
with HMA Ships BALIKPAPAN, TARAKAN, IADUAN and WEWAK %ﬂr %he m032£2§{
;i cquipment for exercise Kangaroo Two.

€ passage north was calm and uneventful and BETANO sccured salonesi
HMAS WEWAKX aﬁ anehﬂr in Port Alma Roads at 1517 Tuesday 21st Sept%gbgi
At 0616_BETLNO slipped and procecded %o alongside Port Alma wharf wheré
cargo dlSEEbFFEatl?ﬂ by erane commenccd at 0821, The cargo was unloaded
by 0954 and av 1245 BETANO sailed in company with HMAS WEWAK for
Brisbane .,
BETANO anchored in Moreton bav at 2140 Thursday and at 2155 S WI
secured alomngside, AT C735 Friday 24 September the ship weigﬁgd QEEAK
procecded to EMAS MORETON arriving at 0900 - remaining alongside
until Thursday 50th September. : A=

| 10. gt ;0?2 Thurﬁd%y 50th September BAETANO procecded to Bulimba hard
O embark a cargo oLl armoured vehicles from £ CAV " REG
to Scahound Hard -~ Port Clinton, PR O e e

11, At 2359 Thursday 30th September the ship we 05
2% B houre notice for sen. 2 p was alongside HMAS MORETON

| TECHIICATL
PGEt H?in Ingine inepected and rings were found broken (INDEF 66/76
refers
Starboard Main Ingine -~ Problem ags in Port Engine (URDEF 75/76 refers)
gggf.lm constant 4 degree low error - will be repaired at Intermediate
LI

TRAIN1NG

Bl e il e A =W

| ISHTP PULLOCK passed Part 1 and 2 for promotion

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO/73395
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Phe healttr. 2 weife
WO Lo Is oTh 3lilosivs

0
[

J
o

£ the ships company is very good and their

I Have the Honour to be

Your }?Jedljfn/j: Servant

N o

(G R RICHTER)
LIBUTENANT RAL
com YDING OFFICER

Rl i R R T s e mp——

ENCI-OSURES

Sral =R - aw wr o -

12 ANNEX A. Stcaming Report

2s ANNEL B. xercisces -~ Evolutions and
Beaching reports

-—
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Mileg
Miles

Hours

Hours

A INN]

X A TO HMAS BETANO

LETTER 1/16/1 DATED

STEAMING REPORT

steamed this month

stecamed since commissioning
underway this month

underway since commissioning

179945
3T724 .5

204 /55
4549

RCDIG10/73395



1¢ SEAMANSHIP

-t il - R

2o HeBO 0

J2 SEP 76
04 SEP 76
O7 SEP 76
09 SEP 76
12 SEP 76

3. BEACHINGS

R T R

ANSEX B TO HMAS BETANO
LETTER 1.,1641 dated Y
O4 OCTOBER 1976

=
E':lr
2
-
5]
=

ND EVOLUTIONS

ol il o
B L TNIE S S——, R Y R =
= - T

OOW SHIPHADLING (CAPTAIN.XO COXN
SHIPHANDLING (ALL OF SHIPé CéMEAH% HANDLED THE

SHIP AT IEAST ONCE, PRAC G RECOVT
MAN-OVERBOARD) » FRACTISING RECOVERING A

CARGO DISEMBARKATION BY CRANE
LAUNCHED SH ’S BOAT = EQU J T
HMAS WEWA K EQUIPMENT TRANSFER TO

HELO - CRASH ON DECK AND FIRE DRILL EXERCISE

—
-~

FIRE DRILL EXERCISED

EXERCISED CASUALTY T'REATMENT

17 SEP 76 WOOLWICH
30 SEF 76 BULIMBA
TOTAL SINCE COM.,ISSIONING - 170

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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s HMAS BETANO
' at Brisbane

4th November 1976

1.16.1

The Naval Officer Commanding
Queensland

For Information:
The Flag Officer Commanding
H.M. Australian Fleet

The Commander
First Australian Landing Craft Squadron

HifAS BETANO ~ RITORT OF PROCFIDINGS

IRCET T T ey il LTI —

~ OCTOBER 1976

Tl ey —

oir,

: I have the honour toc report the proceedings of HMA Shirp
under my comriand during the month of October 1976.

2 s At 0001 Friday 1st October, BITANO was alongside at
HI"AS NMORETON undergoing rerairs to the Port Main engine

(INDEF 66/76 refers and at 0810 that day the ship proceeded
downriver for enzine trials. On comrletion of the successfiul
trials at 0850, BEUTANO secured alongside at HMAS MORTTON.

3. At 1000 BFTANQO proceeded in company with HMA Ships
BALIKTAFAN, WEWAK, TARALEAN and LABUAN for Sea hound-hard
Port Clinton with a cargo of armoured vehicles for IXercilse
Kargaroo Two. The rassage north wag uneventful and BITLNO
anchored in Tort Clinton at 0213 Sunday 3rd October.

; 44 Anchor was weighed at 0754 and BETANO proceeded to tThe
hard at 0917 and on comyletion of unloading at 0940, retracted
and sailed for Brisbane.

De During the rassage south, weapon familiarisation training,
small arms firirg and damage control drills were carried out.

6. RETANO secured alongside HMAS NORTTON at 2253 lionday

Ath October remaining alongside until 1000 Tuesday 6th October
when AUSLANCRON ONE sailed for Moreton Bay for FP.R. rhotograrhs.
On completion of this rhotograjhy, BITANC returned to

HMAS MORETCYN remaining alongside at 48 hours notice until the
ship was "colé moved" to Teters Slirway at 1100 Frideay

15th October. On completion of slipying at 1500 the ship

was fumigeted.

L A ) LI B e e _ 3

A
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té During the period 15-28 October BETANO was on Peters
slipway for survey and repair of underwater valves and fiiling¥
At 4130 Thursday 28th October, BXTANO unslipped and was

"eold moved" to No. 5 berth HVAS MORITCH.

S At 2359 Sunday 31st October BITANO was alongside
HIPAS MORDTON undergoing Intermediate docking period at 48 hour
notice for sea.

Technical

9s All outstanding defects and modifications are belng
rectified during the docking period,

General

10, The health and welfare of the ship's company is very
good and their morale remains excellent, The outstanding
leave is being reduced during this docking reriod.

T have the horour to be
o1r,
Your obediert Servant

s/ ==y
L_.'_'-rk- ;
tf:.;"‘ Tl M e
(GC.R. RICHTIR)
Lieutenant RAN
Commanding Officer

Enclosures: 1. Annex A Steaming Rerort
2. Annex B Exercises, Ivolutions and
Steaming Rerort.
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i " ANNTX A TO HNAS BETANO
Letter 1-16-1 dated

4th Yovember 1976

STEAMING RIIORT

T e cams e

Miles steamed this month

Miles steamed since comilssioning

Hours underway this month

Hours underway since commissioning

846,

3857041

4634

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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ANNEX B TO HMAS BETANO

LT TT*H 1.16.1 DATED
4th NOVEMBER 1976

-‘_-_-—'mﬂ_—__“ -

STAITANSHIP
5 Oct OOW manoeuvres
h Oct Heaving line transfer
NBCD
4 Oct Fire drills exercised
-1 O Oc -t fl i L
18 QOct " n n
21 Oct n 1 "
23 Oct " " 1
GUNNERY
4 Oct Weapon familiarisation
omall arms firing
EACHINGS
3 Oct Port Clinton 1 —

Total since commissioning 171

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT0/73395



FILE: 428/3/ |96 7

DEFPARTMENT OF DEFGNCE

(NAVY OFFICEH)

anrdO SEORT OF FROCESDINGS N pye mper b

NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Heads of Division
may see these reports soon after they reach Navy
Office.

B. The report will be given again to Heads of Division
with Director's comments if there is any matter of
special interest in those comments.

Ce Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Section.

De If any matter requires comvrehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch g new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above.

W

ﬂvﬂﬂ
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RESTRICTED
DEPARTMENT OF FHExchANS: DEFEICE

TELEPHONE: 31.1611
Naval Staff Office

IN REPLY QUOTE B.1-1 6-33 Edward Street
Box 1416 G.P.O.
BRISBANE. 4001

Department of Defence (Navy Office) 10 JAN 1977
Russell Offices
CANBERRA. A.C.T. 2600

Attention: Deputy Chief of Naval Staff.

HMAS BETANO - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - NOVEMBER 12;&

The enclosures are forwarded in accordance with R.I. Appendix 29A,

e LSl

(DAVID NTCHOLIS)

Captain OBE RAN
Naval Officer Commanding
Queensland

L/40‘.E‘-‘::u::ltr:nEll.::r:#ru-:nra: Report of Proceedings (2 copies)

M S
e

RESTRICTED

== B ——————— == e e— e
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HMAS EETANO
at Brisbane

2rd December 1976
1 .16,

The Naval Officer Commanding
Queensland

For Information:

The Flag Officer Commanding
.M. Australian Fleet

The Commander
First Australian Landing Craft Squadron

HMAS BETANO - REPORT OF PROCEZDINGS
NOVEMBER 1976

Siy,
1, 1 have the honour to report the proceedings of HMA Ship
under my command during the month of November 1976,

1st November, BETANO was alongside at HMAS

2e At 0001 Monday

Moreton undergoing an Intermediate Docking period at 48 hours notice

for sea.

?. On Tuesday 2nd, Betano was refuelled as a fuel shortage
in the Brisbane area was expected and 12600 gallons was
€lbarked.

4o The second phase of fumigation was carried out during
Friday 12th and although insect pests have never been a problem
Ollboard it was a year since the last fumigation

He Betano resumed an "in routine" status on Priday 19th
November and on the successful completion of basin trials the
Intermediate Docking and maintenance period was finished.

63 On Monday 22nd the ship commenced the first day of workup
with a series of lectures and practical training alohgside at

HMAS Moreton. During the day equipment not worked on during the
docking was tested and preparations were made for sailing the next

da}’.

Te Betano sailed at 1000 Tuesday 23rd for workup in Moreton
_Ehy and during the day Action, Emergency and Leaving ship
stations were exercised along with Fire, Medical and Damage
control parties, Lectures and demonstrations on First pid,
Emergency Radlio equipment and pyrotechnics were given en-route
to Tangalooma beach Moreton Island where practice beachings werc

ecarried out,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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Se On completion of the days activities Betano anchored off
the entrance beacons at 1820 using a three point moor method.

9e The following morning, the ship sailed for HMAS Moreton
where on arrival RADM G R P C Branston CBE R was embarked for
Passage to Bulimba‘’for a demonstration of ICH beaching technique,

On completion of the beaching at 1130 Betano procecded to
HMAS Moreton remaining alongside overnight.

I At 0700 Thursday 23 Betano sailed to carry out practice
gunfirings and a pilotage exercise for all bridge watchkecpers,

AT 0935 that day an o0il pressurc alarm on the port main
engine sounded and on investigation it was found that the
lubrication oil was diluted by fuel oil from scweral loose
injector lines. The defect was rcctified by ship staff and
Betano proceeded to sea via the Rous channel to Areca R696 for
the 0.5 calibre gun firing.

13« At 1115 that morning the Starboard main engine alarm
sounded and the engine shut down., On investigation it was
discovered that the defect was beyond ships staff capabilities
and Betano returned alongside HMAS Morcton for repairs. The
defect was caused by a crankshaft big end bearing bolt not
being correcctly tensioned which ecame loose and caused major
internal damage to the engine resulting in the engine being
Changed.,

14 < At 2359 30th November 1976 Betano was alongside HMAS
Moreton for the replacement of the Starboard main engine at
8 hours notice for seca

Technical

15+ All known defects have been rectified and all modifications
were completed during the Intermediate docking,

General

16«4 The health and welfare of the ships company is good and
their morale remains excellent. The majority of outstanding
leave was taken during the docking period.

I have the honour to be
5 15 o
Your obedient Se

i
(GeRe RICHTER )
Lieutenant RAN
Commanding Officer

Enclosures: 1. Annex A Steaming Report
2+ Annex B BExercise and Evolutions
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Milcs

Miles

Hours

Hours

ANHEX A TO HMAS BETANO

Letter 1-16-1
3rd Deccmber

STEAMING REPORT

steamed this nonth 140.

steamed since commissioning 38710,

undcrway this month 19 =5

underway since commissioning 4653

dated
1976

O

1

40

40
60
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. ANNEX B TO HMAS BETAIIO
Letter 1-16-1 dated
3rd Deccmber 1976

EXERCISES AND EVOLUTIONS

25 hNov Man Overboard

NBCD
15 Nov Fire grill excrcised
16 Nov PFire drill exercised
25 Nov Damage control drills
25 Nov Pire drill exercised
24 Nov TFire drill exercised
25 Nov PFire drill exercised
25 Nov Pyrotechnics famil and firings
GUNNERY
2> Nov 0,5 cal weapons firing
25 Nov Small arms firing
BEACHINGS
25 Nov Tangalooma 6
24 Nov Bulimba 1
Total since commissioning 178
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AR 5
(1975)

"

DETAILS OF INFORMATION
ANALYSIS

*NOTE: Please print all entries clearly.

REGISTRATION

Department of Defence

File Number

Folio

N 428

S

Ao

Security Classification

Q ESTRICTE

e HmAs _BeTANO - ReloRT oF [RocceDinGS - NOV 76
Mark to ,.-D ;\f_lf AT - - " = Z)_ B
(Name or Designation) (Location)
Cancel File No ramsas msmsemess smssasasesssaeeseressmaan srams snsanane menme s seams smees seamens sseesneneenn smesees @10 INfOrM Movements Section.
CGIOBE T IO i omsis s iotrs s iiasii am et i p s s s e gt s
Cross reference this file With: e e el B e S e . 2
J
SUBJECT INDEX :
I
Posting Precis Initials
NAME INDEX i
|
Heading Precis Initials
Hmpas bt BE77:0 R b
L il
LOGGING ol
[Originator D [Originator’s Reference Date Initials
NOCPL/
TS 7 » | B )=~/6-32 170, 7,77

1

Information Classifier

/%3 .

(Signature)

(Date)
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FILE: 428/3/ Qe©2

s

DEPARTMINT OF DEFANCE
(NAVY OFFICE)
HMAS CTANO REPORT OF PROCEZDINGS

prd Covinn passage bustac - Sgdong . FMelbou - Ssots
[ Buitace o Anny 'Jbﬁf**‘lde/if

NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Heads of Division
g%ﬁ‘see these reports soon after they reach Navy
ice.

B, The report will be given again to Heads of Division
with Director's comments if there is any matter of
speclal interest in those comments.

Ce Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Section.

D. If any metter requires comvprehensive treztment or
reﬁerence to another Branch a new file should be
ralsed, a suitable note being made above.
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RESTHR..TED
DEPARTMENT OF YBEXMMAALX DEFENCE

TELEPHONE: 31 1 61 1

IN REPLY QUOTE B1 /1 6/33 Naval Staff Office
Edward Street
Box 1416 GPO
BRISBANE., 4001,

Department of Defence (Navy Office)
Russell Offices
CANBERRA. ACT 2600

Attention: Deputy Chief of Naval Staff

The enclosure is forwarded in accordance with RI Appendix 20A.

5

é
// Ars

(DAVID NICHOLLS )
Captain OBE RAN

Naval Officer Commanding
Queensland

7/ . Epclosure: Report of Proceedings (2 copies)
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HMAS BETANO
: : at® Brisbanc
4th January 1977

Te16al

The lNaval Officer Commanding
Cuecnsland

o ———————————— e ————

For Information:

R L5 S

The Flag Officer Commanding
HeM. Australian Fleet

The Comnmander
First Australian Landing Craft Bquadron

The Naval Officew in Chargec

Victoria
HMAS BETANO - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
T S e ——— mm Gl S

Sir,

1e I have the honour to rcport the proceedings of HMA Ship
under ny command for the month of December 1976.

2 At 0001 Wednesday 1st December Betono was alongside at
HMAS MORETON undergoing the replaccement of the Starboard Mailn
Engine (My URDEF 76 ‘76 rcfers) and an extended self maintcnance
period.

5 1 On the completion of the cngine change and basin-trials
at 1135 Tuesday 3rd, Betano procecded up river for engine
trials, returning alongside HMAS Moreton at 1214,

4. At 0845 Monday 6th, Betano cast off and procceded to
Bulimba hard where o cargo of "AW +ype containers and two
4$railers was embarked. On conpletion of loading at 1255 the
ship retracted and sailed for Sydney via The Rous channel.

De The passage south was calm and the opportunity was taken
to carry out a small arms familiarization and firing.

6. The ship beachecd at Woolwich hard, Sydney at 1013
Wednesday and cargo unloading/loading commenced at 1030. The
unloading of the 19 containers was completed at 1140 but the
loading of 51 containers for Melbourne took 5% hours as they
were being shuttled from Moorebank to Woolwich. Betano retrac-
ted and sailed for Melbournc at 1725 that day

et e
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Ta At 1416 Friday 10 Decenber, the Starboard main cnginc

shut down and upon investigation it was found that the turbo
blower drive shaft had stripped the spline at one end. The
shaft was revcrsed as a temporary repair and URDEF 78/76

‘ raised for repairs in Melbournc,

8, Betano berthed alongside No 12 North Wharf 2t 0720
Saturday 11th Deccmbew, and at 0800 procceded to Webb dock
shore where unloading commencecd ot 0950. The equiprient
provided for the task of unloading/loading proved to be
inadequate and cargo operations were stopped at 1820 with
approxinately half the task completcl. The CASE rough terrzih
forklift used has a mex safe 1lift of 6000LRB and many of the
contalners consigned for passage to Sydney weighed in excess
of 4000KG. On Sunday 12th the forklift was unserviceable and
as no replacenent vehicle or spares were available an altern-
ative method for cargo operations had to be found,

9 During the afternoon Monday 13th the Patrick Stevedoring
Company was hired and work was to commence at 0730 Tuesday 14th
Decembers At 0700 Tuesday Betano moved to No 23 Victoria Dock
securing alongside at 0713 and after tclephone approval, the
loading coumaenced at 0935. The loading was completed at 1540
and Betano sailed for Sydncy at 1635 with the load of containers
and pallets,

10, A heavy beam swell was cncountered on the SE Victorian
coast and the Decca Radar went unserviceable that afternoon

(URDEF 79/76 refers).

¢ i The ship becached on Woolwich harad Sydncy at 0225 Friday
17th and unloading conmenced ~t 0750, The unloading/lozding
was conmpleted at 1200 and Betnno procecded to HMAS Watcrhen
to rcfucl ~and then alongsidc "1MAS Brunei at the MiNesweGper
wharf at 1300,

12 At 0900 Saturday 18th Deccember, Betano sailed in company
with HMAS BRUIEI for Brisbanc and carried out OOW [1AaNOCUVIes
and small arms firing enroutc. The Walker CHERUB III taffrail
ship-log was strcamed on thc passage north and was found to bo
extremely accuratc - 0.9 mile/24 hours run,

Betano securecd alongside HMAS Morcton outboard of HMAS
BRUNEI remaining alongside until the 31 December at 8 hours
notice for seca.

PRSI

R s & M2 .l.'. F——

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG10/73395



14 o Technical

The starboard mein enginc was replaced (URDEF 76/76)

A hot gas by-pass was fitted when the mein refridgeration
system went unscerviceable (URDEX 77/76)

Blower drive shaft was replaced (URDEF 78/76)

ghi D?cca Rgdar defect was temporarily rectified in HMAS
aterien and was rectificd by base staff ~t HMAS Morcton
(URDEF 79/76) ' :

15, General

The health and welfarc of the ships company i

* g sh 1pany 1s good although
the uncertainty of the 1977 ships programne has causcd souE
problens in leave and planning for several fanilies.

I have thce honour to be
Sir,
Your obediecnt scrvant

e o
I T
i ._' : g ..
(_' / f'F_*‘/,/.f P e
AL

(GosRe RICHTER)
Lieutenant RAN
Commanding Officecr

Epclosures ¢ 1« Ahnex A Steaning Report
2« Annex B Exercise and Evolutions
s Anncx C Cargo Return (Notal)
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_ ANNEX A TO HMAS BETANO
Letter 1-16-1 dwtcd
4 January 1977

STEAMING REPORT

W T ey G N Gl N Rl L TN

Miles steamed this nonth 19763.5
Total wiles stcamed since commissioning 40473.4
Hours underway this nonth 225

Total hours since comumissioning 4878%%

»
—
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ANNEX B TO HMAS BETANO
" Letter 1=-16-=1 dated
4 January 1977

EXERCISES AND EVOLUTIONS

e " -
il L T il ol . B il el AR W R el B

SEAMANSHIP
18 Dec OOW Manoeuvres
20 Dec OCW Manocuvres
N5CD
6 Dec Fire Drill Exerciscd
10 Dec Firc Drills exerciscd
19 Dec Fire Drills BExcrcised
2% Dec Fire Drills Exerciced
GUNIERY
T Dec Weapon Familization and small arns
firing
BEACHINGS

6 Dec Bulinba 1
8 Dec Woolwich 1
11 Dec Webb Dock Melbourne 1
19 Dec Woolwich 1

Total since comnmissioning 182
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DETAILS OF INFORMATION
ANALYSIS

*NOTE: Please print all entries clearly.

REGISTRATION
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Re

Title . NS BETANO — REPORT ©F PROCCESTNINIC S S
e ER. N1, =N ey S [ e
Mark to .. 'DC...M& ) FLI Wo W 0 S =L ool ﬁ s
(Name or Designation) (Location)
CaANCE| File NO i ciicimiisssnssiimsnssssriomsnisr stibms st sssinin nassmsa .--and inform Movements Section.
ClosSe File NO e emee ceeeceemecs amns TR
Cross reference this file with! eomeeaeem b B T . oo o D R N — i =
|
L
SUBJECT INDEX |
Posting Precis _I Initials
SR = " ceeefesranenemn nas i S ey e = o 5 e R,
h |
NAME INDEX 3
Heading Precis Initials
PMAS,  EION0 _ e - - SRR (NN,

LOGGING

riginator

Originator's Reference

Date ) Initials

e

.| Information Classifier
" VDelooas. =6 1, 17
| "{Sulgnature} ™ I (Date} -

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIGT0/73395



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG10/73395



