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~.No record for period 29 July to 31 Oct 42

| Nov 42: Escort and anti-submerine duties Townsville=Cairns-Port
Moresby-Milne Bay.

Dec 42: No record.
Jan 43: Escort dgties Port Moresby-Townsville.

Feb 43: Escort and enti-sub ddties Townsville-~iioresby-iiilne Bay-
Oro Bey.

Mar 43: Escort and anti-sub duties Townsville-Moresby., Escorted
SS Pulganbah with troops to Lakekamm River, about 50 m
NW of Moresby.

Apr 45: Escorting troopships Milne Bay-Qro Bay-Townsville. To
Goodenough Is, escort to SS R Jaspara which embarked tropps
there. Thence to Milne Bay.

May 45: Working in Milne Bay-Oro Bay srea. Refloated by towing
MV Taroona, aground off Lyle Wherf, Milne Bay, Eschrted
convoy to Townsville, thence to Brisbane, thence Sydney,
%rriving 26th. Hommenced me jor refit and dry docking

1st.

Jun 43: Refitting Sydney. Crew leave.

July 45: lst to 10th tests end trials. Then escort amikisgduties
off NSW coast - mainly Newcastle-Sydney section.

Aug
Sep 43 : Escort duties off NSW coezst, bessa on Sydney; shoots and
tests of equipt.

Oct 43: Left Sydney 2nd; escorted convoy to Caloundra. Returned to
Sydney with other escorts, arriving 6th., Escorted znother
convoy to Caloundra; returred Sydney with southbound convoy;
escorted ships for South Australia to Western end of Wilson's
Promontory. Returned Sydney; thence escort to Caloundra
and escorted southbound convoy to Sydney.

Nov 43: Escort convoy off NSW coast. Exercises with HM submerine
N.39 off Sydney; practice shoots, radar exercises, mine-
sweeping exercises.

Dec 45: Escort duties to Brisbane. Entered dry dock for minor repestrs.
Then to Milne Bay with convoy; returned with sounthbound
convoy to Cairns. To Milne Bay and reiurn to Cairns.
Anti-sub patrols outside Grafton Passage.

Jen 44: Anti-sub patrol and exercises off Cairns. Escort convoy to
Milne Bey; returned Cairks. Convoy to Moresby; returned
to Townsville, Convoy to and from Moresby; thence to Cairns;
exercises off Cairns.
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Feb 44: Three return trips Cairns to Milne Bay on escort duties.
| To Townsyville for boiler clean 22-28 Feb.

Mar 44: To Milne Bey and return to Cairns; two trips. To Milne Bay
and return to Townsville. Boiler cleen 20th-27th. Assisted
Liberty ship# in difficulties with fire in hold. To Grafton
Passage on anti-sub duties, relieving HMAS Ballarat,

Aprl 44; Returrned from anti-sub patrol; Ceirns to Townsville to load
Naval stores for Brisbane; at Brisbene for major refit. Ship
destored, Refit commenced 14th. Most of crew on leave,

May 44: Complete refit 24th. Te$ts and exercises. ¥Em Then to
Milne Bey with submarine Bashaw.

June 44: Exercises Milne Bay area. Escorted US submarine S 47 to
Seeadler Harbour 10th-14th; escorted convoy Seeadler to
Langemak Bay 16th-18th; returned to Seezdler 23rd. 24th-26th
to Lengemak. 26th-29th part of'convoy of 19 ships to
Hollandia, where arrived 29th, Left same day to escort
& US Army vessels to Lengemak.

July 44: Arrived Lengemak Bay 3rd. 5th-6th with convoy to Manus Is.
To Langemak 8th; to Milne Bay 10th. Left Milne Bay for
mainland end errived Ceirns 13th; thence to Brisbane.
Repairs and dry docking for new propellers.

Aug 44: To sea 2nd to sesrch for three drifting barges: unsucgessful,
To Brisbane 4th. To Milne Bay, arriving 27th. Thence to
Finschhaven and Madang.

Sept 44: Leit Madeng and proceeded to Hollandia independently. EX

Hollendia on escort duties to Mios Woendi (in Biak area, about
12 m ESE of Bosnek Is), and Soredo Legoon, Biak. Petrol
work in vicinity. Xt 0255 9th when close to Owi Is two
sticks of bombs dropped on airstrip. Airq\fqt not seen,

4t 2322 on 16th while en route to Madang obteined A/S echo
and radar echo, Search made with star shell. Nothing
sighted. Hollandia 19th; Madang 2lst. Boiler clean.
To Alexishafen 30th as convoy escort.

Oct 44: Madang to Hollandia as escort; anti-sub patrol off Hollandia.
4th-9th part of convoy escort to Morotai; anti-sub patrols
~ in area 10th-13th. Convoy escort to Mios Woendi; 18th-2lst
escort to Morotai; anti-sub wetch on Morotai Harbour;
26th-31st convoy escort to Mios Woendi.

Nov 44: 5th-6th to Sorido Lagoon, Bisk. To Hollandia 6th. To
Morotei 13th. Airstrip alttacked by Japanese bombers nights
14th and 16th, 17th-20th escort to Biak; Mios Woendi k@ 21st;
thence return to Biak and on to Morotei. Japanese 2ircraft
again bombed Morotai 30th.
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Dec 44:

Jan 45:
Feb 45:

Mar 45:

Apr 45:
May 45:

June 45:

Jul 45:

Aug 45:

Sep 45:

Oct 45:

3.

1st=2nd en route Morotai to Mios Woendi; returned to
Morotai. Radar contact made. Investiga.ed, Nuthing
found. To Mios Woendi; to ¥uxaaix Morotai; escort to
Hollandia; back to Mios Woendi. Left on 31lst for Austréalia
vie Madeng, Langemek, Lae, Townsville, arriving Brisbane
15th January, 45

Brisbane for repairs and refit.

Brisbane to Milne Bay arriving 8th; thence to Langemak,
Hansa Bay, Hollandia, Mios Woendi and Biak. 1l€th-19th

to Moemfoor Is, then Morotai and return to Mios Woendi.
22nd to Noemfoor, thence as escort to Sansapor and Morotai.

Morotai to Sensapor @&s escort, thence Biak, Darwin and Thurs-
day Is. Towed Light Vessel No 3 Thursday Is to Darwin.

Surveying duties in the Darwin area.

Surveying duties in Darwin area to llth, thence via Onslow,

Fremantle, to Adelaide for refitting, arriving 17th. Crew

to leave while refit in progress.

Refit and triasls to Z24th. Left Adelaide for Sydney, Xax
arriving 27th., To Garden Is for installation of equipment.

Ex Sydney 5th for Townsville, arriving 9th. Arrived
Langenmak Bay 15th, Madang 16th, Humboldt Bay 1l7th, thence
Mios Woendi and Bigk. 19th-=21st to Morotai where carried
out anti-sub patrols.

(Mindanao)
Morotai to Tareskan to 10th, thence to Zamboangsp and return
to Morotai. 15th-20th to Subic Bay (Luzon) with HMA Ships
“ildura, Bathurst, Frewmantle. Z1lst-26th in Subic Bey.
Briefed on voyage to Hong Kong by Cespt Shadwell RN.,
8th S/M Flotilla. Broome's role stated as 2 Dan layer on
minesweeping operations; gear rigied. 27th-31st to Hong
Kong with Task Group 1l1ll1l.2, @rriving 30th

Patrols off Hong Kong; investigated reports of pirates
operating in area. Towed junks to Hong Kong. Embarked
released prisoners of war and ferried them to Empress of
Australie., Minesweeping operations; continuation of anti-
piracy patrols.

Anti-piracy petrols among islends SW of Hong Kong.llth-=17th
to Morotai with 22nd Mine Sweeping Flotilla; detached from
Flotilla and reverted to Naval Officerin Charge Moluccus.
18th Lt-Commander R.,A. Denovan, who had been captain sinee
commissioning was relieved by Lt P.K. Osborne. Patrols and
surveys Morotai area. 29th-31st to Ambon to relieve HIMAS
Glenelg.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIGT0/73424



4.

Nov 45: Surveillance work 2t various islends in Ambon area, Amahai,
Saparua, Banda, Toesl (Kai Is)

Dec 45: Continuation of duties in Ambon area. Then to Darwin,
conducting search en route for missing aircraft. Unsuccessful.

Jan 46: Ex Darwin to Broome (civic rmzeikpkismk reception) Onslow,
Exmouth Gulf, Frementle. Portion of crew on leave.
Lt Osborne left for demobilSetion. Lt M.H. Yeatman
assumed command pending difposal of ship.,

c,>.(1ast report)

%
Vo

e g
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letter of Proceedings for Nenth of January, 1946,

Submitted: _— — i
your orma the follow
mmmmtaumm.m 3 smy Lo

; At I215,1st.81ipped from wharf in Darwin and
|, @eded to-Broome,ecming to anchor at 0753 on the 4th. At
| the Ship's Officers were met on the wharf by the Magistrate /

2

and his officialparty. The Residerts of Broome entertained the

Ship's company during the day with lunech at one of the Hotels
then a coricke -mmuhmnm.

S5the=7th, Welighed and proceeded from Broome with
a Light-House mechaniec as at I030,5th, and

3.

coming to anchor at 0553,6th, The motor beoat
inshore with the I mechanie to |
The motor boat returned at 0914 and |

«Light,
and proceeded to Onslow at 0916
0619,7th, ard secuwring alongside the

: 7th,.«I0th, Completed fue after some delay
caused by blockages in the shore fuel and proceeded at
1307,7th, to Exmouth Gulf to take a barge in tow., However on
arrival the 1.4.4.F. signalled that the tow had sunk in recert
storm so ship anchered at I930,7th.to proceed next merning at
0456,8th,.for Freemantle arrivihg there at I754,I7th, and seecure
ing alongside at H shed,

§. Ha wmunniidan'huw
ments were _:."“2_,“,,. and one watch of the Sh!.;'- company

proceeded on leave on the ISth,

b, On the Eﬂndsnmnt P.K.,Osborne R.A.l.R. was
discnarged io "Torrens® to be demobilised and S/Lieu

vivg at Onslow a
ty at for fuel,

"

T

t XXX 6.V,
ReAoN,V,R, was discharged te "Rusheutter" alse feor
demobilisediion. In accordance with A.C.N,.B's signal I90432g
Lieutenant N.H.,Yeatman R.A.N,R. assumed command from Lieut
P.K.Osborne temporarily pending disposal of the ship.

X
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Distance Steamed e I860+8 miles
Time Under Way --- 166 hours 8 minutes

Average Distance per Ton of Fuel e 8+32 miles

1 ginee A t 20th, 1642

Total distance steamed -— 1008603 miles
Total time under way - II9696 hours 8 mingtes
Average speed - IOknots

M /icmzswﬂa
ol ARV A

— m—
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0600
: 0637
| 06586
0Ty
0800
| 68058
0820
! 849
0855
0900 |
: 0905 :
0920
;’ 0925 ;
0940 4
0944
9565 :
0958 |
1661 |
108 1
| *
| 1007 |
II .
| 1010
| 1011
{ 1015
1020 |
1040 1. Ne -
| 1055 h:u' a cleared snd hanés told of cocurrence.
| 110¢C WNgtches dlscovered in motor bost. Six sentriss placed on
| upper doek.
1200 Twelve sentrioes eod on degk, threo in mess dogks, one
mmmuﬁ.mmmum Ommm
hand patrelling Shipe
J Times of investigations are in ny letter.
“
|

L
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5t 4339

YPTEASE QuorTE

i el 38__-?(— 30
Secretary

2nd Jamuary, 1946,

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER

infermation the feoll letter of proceedings

For
of H.M.A.S.

2. 1st to 3rd, At 16001 Ship preceeded Kai Is.
M um,mzm,.-m.umnmu,mm.

The A.M.P. surveillange party landed to interview the Japanese
commander and, on their return at 0840I, Ship proceeded to TABERFANE,
mumuzmx.mnmmuhu-mm
returning at 21350 when anchor was and Ship proceeded to
SAUMLAKI, Tanimbar Islands, arriving at 14001, Srd.

re- i B et s "0 mibe Benth, 10e
At 20401, in posi degrees ,.L A

OOME™ for the month of December, 1945.
from
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Je 2lst and 22nd, These two days spent 1in searching,
firstly, at the estimated position to which rafts would have
drifted from the position in which the alreraft was thought te
huum?dm, secondly, the direet route, Ambon to Darwin,
as ordered.,

22nd to 24th. At 2000, 22nd a search of MASELA Island
was commenced but found impracticable in the dark and the same
& rea was re~visited next day. On 235rd, a search of MASELA,
BARBAR, WETAN, DAI and DAWALOR Islands was carried out and
passage made ‘o TEURN Island the t. At 0600, 24th
search of TEUN, DAMAR, NUS LEUR TERBANG Islands was commenced
and completed at 1600l when anchor was dropped in TELOK SOLAT

8. 25th to 31lst, H,M,A.S, "QUADRANT" arrived at 07001
and "BROOME" proceeded alongside for fuel., At 0300, 26th,
angheor was weighed and search of SERMATA, KALAPA, MEATAX
MIARANG and LOEANE commenced at 0730, 26th, Ancher was
off Cape Kalwatdh at 1930, At 11350, 27th the search was continued,
The late start was due to a defective starboard Air Pump, This
punp has been giving trouble sinece and the port will net
hold the vacuum above 90 revelutions, A new valve 8t was
shipped by the Ship's staff in DARWIN and it is that this
will overcome the trouble, On 27th MOA, LETI and LAKOR Islands
were searched and during the night passage made to SERUA Island,
On 2B8th SERUA Island, GRIFFIN ROCK and NILA Island were searched
and Ship proceeded to DARWIN, securing at the main wharf at
18001, and remaining there until 3lst,

9. During the month the fuel consumption, whiech has always
- been higher than other ships of the e¢lass, increased to an

| average of 26 tons per day at 180 revelutions and 22 tons at

. 140 revolutions, This is attributable, partly, te the lightness
of the fuel obtained at AMBON, but apart frem this there is

an inerease in consumption,

10, the month the Ship's 0fficers carried out the
duties of Nawval Officer in and Sea Transport Officer,
AMBON, On 7th December, Eng, Lieutenant W. Humphreys, R.A.N,R,(8)
was discharged for passage teo H.M,A.S, "PLATYPUS" and the

of the Room. Lieutenant

Chief E.R.A. assumed Engine
M.H., Yeatman R.,A.N,R., joined from H.M.A.S, 'GJAM', 25th

December for lst Lieutenants duties.

1l. The econduet of the Ship's company has been good with

the exception of three cases, all of which were caused by
drinking Native spirits, The Ship's company had been warned
againgt the consumption of these spirits, The morale is excellent
and the Ship's company made the best of a peor Christmas seasen,
Sport has continued in it's ty and the teams are

populari
developing in mfftmimuxy proficiency.

Distange steamed ..cevscvessscsse 2568 miles
Time UNAOrwAY scesccsscccssssccses 258 hrs 15 ming,
Average distange per ton of fuel.., 10.358 miles

TOT GURES SINCE AU 25th 1942,

= Total distancge steamed ...cs00000:108780,3 miles
s Total time unNderway seccsccccsssses 119550 hrs 14 mins,
ey AVerage 8poeed s.cecscsvssssscssase 2.9 kmots,

e e S A
WO

Lieutenant l-‘.-.‘.!-
OOM:ANDTNG OFFIGER,
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ons
of the fuel obtained at AMBOH, but &
an inerease in congsumption,

104  During the menth the Ship's Officers carried out the
duties of NHawval Officer in and Sea Transport Offiser,

Charge
ABOH, On December i . AN R,
incharged for puetags 80 H-buieSs FIAFIFUS: Gk the

Ghier EoRaks aosumed sharge 6f the Engine Reem. 14

' 4 ° t
M.H, ‘h;h.l ReAJH,Ry joined from H,.M,A.8, anm
December for lst Lisutenants duties,

Distange steamed ,.csssssssssenss B668 miles |
Time UNderwaY sessvesssssssnssccs 208 hre 15 ming, -
Average dir _.nge per ton of fuel.. 10,38 miles

Total distance steamed .eseses04042108780,.3 miles
Total time uUNdErWAY secscvccccsscees 119660 hrs 14 ming,
AVOrage Speed sessessssssssssssnss 9.9 knots,

- O el
Lieutenant R.A.N.R,
COMMANDING OFFICER.

—
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s m.ggn PLEASE QUOTH

! proceedings of H./.i.8. Mm“d | 21945,

:ﬁ - mnm.mmmnmmm_m.

Othe At 0700 on Mp proceeced to
Hteele and .mng

to -.3" m Hoverbers it cllo I &t n
M‘ﬁm verthing Fo, £ J ‘: 1640 £,
w 'QJ‘M F;i.l..'.R.. "m h .

mnmmmmmdw

ISthe Tl.lishes8, "IHRER CHE'NS" peturned from &
surveillance and berthed alongaide "Hno0im" at 1000 I

Ge wzﬂ.l.a..l.'mmm'thn&um

andl rwummmmm AAVKRSBORY"
salled at £1

i4th to 1iTth, Ship remained alongside until 2100 I
éﬂrmlx ‘w:ﬂ.;:;:‘ Mml
. were
proceeded to BANTL, arriving at 0830 I 16th, The H.1.0.4, huzo
mnumowmnmmwmm
in the Hil ISLANDS coming to ancher at 1800 I,

Be 18t S0 20th, At 16156 I 10th ehip procceded to AMBON,

da
S

i'.
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war eriminal was embarked at TOELL and confined
locker, At 1800 I 20th Ship secured at
mwmmmmm

o iS50 S SIEPY S i 2oks o £

ammmmmmm"wn.
At 1030 I secured alongside No, 2 Jetty.

10a 23rd to 27th Ship remained alongside - b

1. 28th to 20th., At 0850 T N M.A.S, 'umm‘
berthed at Yain 7harf and commenced di

SR e e sevicte s 22 L%, LI 1,

stores and Dlesel fuol, 'hille 0, 37 H.1+0.44 M
and 31 AJM.F. W,mm-r-mmnn.n.v.

mureillanee MMMMME%
m for om;h igm}a,:omz g‘m slipped from .ﬁ'

M“ A - 'Wmmu
ghip anchored at 1310 I off TOLLL,

124 During 1 Ship's officers have carried-out
mmmwnmmmw Sea Transport Cfficer,
and K,C,8.,0., dhenever the ship + One
officer and two mmamuumu

Port Director's du

135 The conduet of the “hip's ¢
good and morale 1s high, 4 lot eof

MWWMMMMW

BCA: |
hﬂn
Noe, 2 J

hnhunnn
mmum’:

X with the ha
ST ot tho Shiprs emany 1s latistotery dthon

of the
there have been a of minor casualties fronm

14, MOWTHLY FIGURES.

m m I EERE R R LY ] m Ii..lﬂ

Time WNAGYWRY esssscessssassssane O7 hrs 56 mins
average distance per ton fuel sees 11,62 miles

GURES AJGUST 2.
| Total Distance Steamed sessescese 106228,3 miles
4 Yobul time unNdeTWaY eeeccscsrscsss 10770 hirs 14 mins
| AVOTage SPEOd s.ssessssssssssesss 048 Imots

i
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' St \ogal b Tl
L IN fjﬁ_ﬁmn QUOTH @% %‘hﬁﬂls <o 3 M #/w L// % ) { |
S SEeRET Y,

IEATN A
{;L CiQl]y T [H {.M.A.S. "BROOME"
5th Decemnber, 1945,

The Naval O0fficer in Charge, e T e B Y A4
MOLUCCAS,

| Copy ©TO:

| The Secretary,
NAVAL BOARD.

2DINGS FOR THE MONTH OF NOVENBER, 1945,

or your information the following letter of
proceedings of H.l.A.S. "BROOME" for the month of NHovember,1945,

2 1st to 4th. Ship remained alongside the Main Wharf,
Oe 5th to 6th. At 0700I on 5th, Ship proceeded to

| AMAHAT with Brigadier Steele and Staff on surveillance, coming
to anchor at 13151 5th November. At 0930 I 6th November,

| Shlip proceeded to SAPARUA, Brigadier Steele embarked at 1215

| and "BROOME" returned to ANBON, berthing No, 2 Jetty at 1640 L.
Sub Lieutenant F.J.Deegan, R.A.N,V,R. joined on arrival

4, 7th to 12th, Ship remained alongside No. 2 Jetty.

5. 13th, H.M.A.S. "THREE CHEERS" returned from a
surveillance and berthed alongside "BROONE" at 1000 I.

6. At 1340 T H.M.A.S. "HAWKESBURY" berthed at Main Wharf
and "BROOME" proceeded alongside for fuel and stores. "HAJKESBURY"
salled at 2150 I,

“ i 14th to 17th. Ship remained alongside until 2100 I
on 15th when liajor J.irnott A.M.F. and surveillance party,
twenty-one N.I1.C.A. troops and stores were embarked and ship
proceeded to BANDA, arriving at 0830 I 16th. The N.I.C.A. troops
and stores were disembarked and at 0130 shin proceeded to TOREAL
in the KAT ISLANDS coming to anchor at 1800 I.

8. 18th to 20th, At 1615 I 19th ship proceeded to ANMBON,
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% Japanese war criminal was embarked at TOEAL'and confined
*~ in the vegatable locker, At 1800 I 20th Ship secured at _
No., 2 Jetty and disembarked the surveillance party and prisoner,.

9. 21st to 22nd, Ship remained alongside until 0300 I
22nd and then proceeded to CERAM to embark the Japanese
Admiral and Staff for conferences at aAlForce ieadauarters,

At 1030 I secured alongside lo., 2 Jetty.

10, 23rd to 27th Ship remained alongside

11l 28th to 29th. At 0830 I H.M.A.S, "WILCANNIA"
berthed at lain Wharf and commenced discharging cargo for
AllForce., ''his task was completed at 1930 I 28th. At 0730 I
20th "BROOME" slipped and proceeded alongside "WILCANNIA" for
stores and Diesel fuel, /hile alongside, 37 L.I.C.A. Troops

| and 31 A.M.FP. troops, ten tons of stores and an A.l.F,

survelllance party under Lieutenant Colonel Fllison were

| embarked for TOEAL. 4t 1100 I 29th, slipped from "WILCANNTIA"
and proceeded to KAI ISLANDS, The voyage was uneventful and
ship anchored at 1310 1 off TOEAL.

12, During the month, ship's officers have carried-out
the duties of Naval Officer in Charge, Sea Transport Officer,
and N,C.8.0, henever the ship proceeded to sea, one

officer and two signalmen remained in ANVBON to attend to

Port Director's duties.

13, The conduct of the Ship's company has been very
good and morale is high. 4 lot of football and ericket has
been plaved against army teams and recreational pienics in
motor trucks, arranged with the Army, have proved popular,
The health of the Shin's comnany is satisfactory although

there have been a number of minor casualties from sport,

| 14, MONTHLY FIGURES.

s Distance steamed b e b e e e, e T RO8
Time UNAGYWAY  secscssscsssssssss 97 hrs 56 mins

Average distance per ton fuel .... 11.52 miles

TOTAL FIGURES SINCE AUGUST, 25th, 1942.

Total Distance steamed +sseseesse 106228,3 miles
Total time underway e = ADTT0 Hre. 14 ming

Average 8peed ...cee0s00000000000 9.8 knots

L il3: E t‘;’rv’
Nor€
j g "?‘.*ﬂ .
- Gl Lieutenant, R.A.N.R,
| RO : COMMANDING OFFICER,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT0/73424



! : ¥

&

Rogal Australian Naty.  282- - .LEQ

= e ——————
o i s SEener
o, ﬁﬁ:r:*ﬁ{rﬁm“z'pfﬁ,‘ I'ﬂ.v._?"r" _il
L R = Lo IR hﬁi‘mfgia.s. "BROOME"
Gens 1‘L(£‘l| )H 5th Nowvember, 1945,
N 29|\ 60
The Nawval Officer in Charge NOIC-MOL "‘
HOLUCCAS . : UGCAS FILE
Copy to:

The Secretary,
NAVAL BOARD.

SRR PR ey

MLY-3-/ S

co™

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER. 1945. L

Submitted,

: Foﬁ.gﬁur information the following letter of proceedings
of H.ll.A.S5. "BROOME" for the month of October, 1945,

2o 1st to 5th. The Ship remained at anchor in Hong Kong
and stores were replenished and the Ship painted.

S 6th to 10th. Weighed anchor at 0800, 6th October, and
proceeded on an anti-piracy patrol among the islands to the South West
of Hong Kong, relieving H.M.A.S. "LAUNCESTON" at 1038, 6th October.
The patrol was uneventful, the last night being spent in company

with H.M.S. "SIDON" at PAK TSIM Island. During the patrol, parties
were landed each day to investigate various small islands and to
endeavour to obtain information about pirates. Hong Kong harbour was
entered at 0905, 9th Uctober, and after fuelling, Ship came to

anchor in the lMinesweeping Anchorage, Kowloon at 1255. Ship was

stored on 9th and 10th October. o

| 4, 11th to 17th. The 22nd }i/S Flotilla sailed from Hong Kong

| for liorotai at 0800, 1l1lth OGtoberﬁ Ships in company: "GERALDPON" (uS 22)
| "LHUNCESTON“f "PIRIE", "GAWLER", "WOOLONGONG", "CESSNOCK", "WAGGA',

| and "STAWELL". The voyage was uneventful. 4 heavy beam sea was |

| experienced for the first few days causing at times, heavy rolling up
to 40 degrees. Ior the remainder of the voyage the weather was good.,
Ship came to anchor near H.M.A.S. "PLATYPUS" at 1136, 17th October,
was detached from the 22nd /S Flotilla and reverted to the Naval

| Officer in Charge, lioluccas, administration. As the remainder of the
22nd /S Flotilla was proceeding to Australia next day, all but two

| ratings with over 185 points under the demobilisation scheme were
drafted by "GERALDTON" to Ships of the Flotilla, 1

Se 18th to 22nd., At 1200, 18th October, Lieutenant Commander
R.A.DENOVAN was relieved by Lieutenant P.K.0SBORNE R.A.N.R. The Ship
remalned at anchor on 18th and 19th October. On 20th October, anchor

was welghed at 0800 and ship proceeded to sea in company with "CESSNOCK",
"GAWLER" and "WOLLONGONG" and spent the forenoon ecarrying out general
exercises and Gunnery exercises, returning to harbour at 1300, The Ship
remained at anchor until 23rd October. ‘
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6. 25rd to 27th. 4t 0800 anchor was weighed and Ship proceeded
alongside "MOMBAH", discharged 28 depth charges, 2 thrnwarsf 2

. rbuckle stowages, topped up with fuel from "BRITISH UNITY" and
proceeded to carry out a survey of the Port facilities at KEMA and
LEUBEH ISLAND. One mine was exploded by rifle fire on 24th QOctober.

- The survey was completed at mid-day on 26th. and Ship returned to
liorotal, anchoring after fuelling, at 0810 and remaining there until
1500, 29th October,

7 29th to 31st. a4t 1500, 29th.ﬂctnberf anchor was weighed and
Ship proceeded to Ambon to relieve H.WM.A.S. "GLENELG" as Naval Officer
in Charge and Port Director, Ambon, The voyage was uneventful. The Ship
arrived at ambon at 0700, 31st October, berthed at the main wharf and
relieved H.M.A.S. "GLENELG",

8. The conduct of the Ship's Company has been very good. Their

morale is high and they are making very successful efforts to amuse —
themselves with concerts and other entertainments. The health of the
Ship's Company is satisfactory .

Q. MONTHLY FIGURES.

Distance steamed ....ccoccee el 2657.6 miles

Time undewa? ® ® 8 B & & @ B R B S E MR R R R 234 hrE gmins

Average distance per ton fuel ..... 14,6 miles

TOTAL FIGURES SINCE AUGUST, 25th, 1942.

Total distance steamed e.eevececees 105,076.3 miles

Total time UNAGIWAY eecsscscessascs 10,672 hrs 38 mins

Total average Speed esceeccecccncess 9.8 knots

—
- Lieutenant, R.A.N.R,
NAVAL D.FFIBEH IN CHARGE GOL-EM&HDIHG’OFFIGEH.

16 NOV 1945

MOLUCCAS

iy s

%p (1.9 ¢

Ay
T
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e Commontwealth of Australia.

| g Bepartment of The Naby.

Date...... 130 . Qctober, 1948, .. ... Pcference N b //7/?/.....
THE NAVAL OFFICER IN GHALRGIE HOLUCCAS,

To .......QOPY/. THE SECRET.RY, NAVAL BOLRD, NAVY OFFICE, MELBOURNE,YV,
Subject........... REPQRR..OF.. PROCEEDINGS... POR.. THE--MONTH-- 6P SERTEMBER ; 1045,

Jubmitted,
\<w\l“ For your information the following Letter of Froceedings
M \ of HelsieSe BROOME for the month of September, 1945,
!/‘u' G 2e lst = 3rds The Ship remined in harbour anchored off
aot Hong Kong Naval Vockyard until orders were received to assume
&"o anti sulcide~boat patrel in the eastern entrance, “nchor was

ﬁ/ﬁ : welghed at 0700 on the 2nd and ship proceeded to patrel in Lan
J"ﬂf % pass, “ater in the day this patrol was cancelled and a new

a ,"f

NAVAL OFFICER I\ CHARG tern entrance to the harbous, seo

berth was shifted to north of Green Island,
15 00BBA | g« 6the 4t 1000 on the 4th informtien was reckived
HOLUUidhat pirhtes were pperating in “alkim Van, Lamma Island, so
BROOUE procceded to this Bay, and a landing party was sent to
investigate, *t was found to be a disgreement between the Chief

of the village and some “hinese Intelligence Officers who were

embarking Japanese stores for Hong Kong. Stores were embariked
during the forenoon of the 5th, and three junks were then towed

in to Hong Kong and turned oWer to Kennedy Yorce landing party.
BROVHE then returned to patrol where she was reliwed by
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= TiMeAeS, STRAHAN on the morning of the 6th, anchorage being shifted

o off the Doekyard.

4, 10th, BROOME, in company with GERALDTON, LAUNCESTON, GAWLER,
and BATHURST, proceeded at 0648 to embark prisoners of War from
Stanley Camp and ferry them to the ENPRESS OF AUSTRALIA which was
anchored in Junk Bay, BATHURST ecarried out a double orepesa sweep
into Stanley Bay, on completion of which, ships anchored close to
the shore and commenced to embark luggage and passengers, BROOME was
alongside the EMPRESS OF AUSTRALIA by 1731, but found it necessary to
rveturn to Stanley later to disembark luggage and passengers placed on
board in error. On completion of this trip, the ship returned t-qﬁ
anchorage off Naval Yockyard where the anchor was let go at 2117,
Se 1lth - 135ths BROONE remained in harbour for the next two
days, then at 0645 on the 13th weighed anchor and proceeded to sea,
BROOME senior officer with G. /LER and LAUNCESTON as sweepers and
BURNIE as Dan La.j'or. A magnetic mine sweep was commenced off the
entrance to Tathong Chammel lines of Yans laild by BURNIE as required
while a number of experimental runs were carried out, Ships returned
to harbour in company and anchored, BROOME procecding alongside 0il
Wharf to discharge contaminated oll previously recelved from a tanker,
6 14th-19th September, At 1030 on the 1l4th, BROOME secured
alongside BATHURST at west dockyard wall and commenced Boiler cleaning,

_On the 17th, BROOME was shifted by tug to the Minesweeper anchorage
where the boiler cleaning was completed a.m. on th§ 19th, fuel being
enbarked that afternoon,
s 20th = 23rd. Anchor was weighed at 0840 on the 20th and
ship procedded to Green Island Patrol to relieve H,M,S,ALACRITY, All
power junks were examined but nothing of interest discovered. On the
25rd, at 1700, orders were received to return to port, so anchor was
weighed and ship proceeded to fuel and then to ancherage.

Be 24th = 26th, Ship remained at anchor in harbour during which
days stores were embarked and opportunity taken to grant limited leave.
9. 27th « 30the BROOME proceeded on anti-piracy patrel on the

morning of the 27th and cleared harbour at 1410, VAGGA was relleved
at 1445, BROOME carrying on with patrol of area south-west of Hong Kong,
nothing of interest occurring. BROOME was relieved by WAGGA at 1100
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on the 30th and returned to port, entering harbour at 1205, “fter

fuelling, the Ship anchored in the lMinesweepers anchorage .
10, The conduct of the Ship's “ompany has been good, but the
effect of Peace combined with a foreign port have resulted in a

P % 5. MaraTninTED

considerable inerease of offences, <The morale is high, the men
being able to get reascnable leave, while opportunity has been
taken whilst on patrol to land parties, combining the duties of a
search of an island with a swim and a game on the beaches,

the health of the “hip's company has been very satisfactory,

11, MONTHLY FIGURES

Distance steamed e==wewcecee- 246,6 miles,
Time underway =eesecssccceees 33 hrs, 33 mins,
Average distance per ton fuel 8,2 miles,

TOTAL FIGURES SINCE AUGUST,286TH, 1942,
Total distance steamed == 102,448,7 miles,

Total time underway s===wescee---= 104358 hrs, 29 mins,

Total average speed ===seceecewee= 0,8 knots,

Lioad-Comer, TSl

COMMANDING OFFICER,

Sl - e 3 —
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HeM.A.S. "BROOME" &

PR %& 8th. September,®o
. gﬂ.e,ﬂz, SISO - :
4 . gﬁﬁﬂkhﬂlﬂ“‘ﬂ ;

The Naval Officer in Charge, i !
| lioluccas, B U O T N ] f T E“%ﬂ

Copy to the Secretary, ek
Naval DBoard,
llelbourne, Vica

Heport Of Proceedings for the month of august.1945, y el

Submitted, | .
For your informatien the following letter of proceedings
‘ of H.M.A.8."BROOKE" for the month of August, 1945,

1, 1st. to 10th, The Ship was at anchor in liorotai harbour
and on the 2nd., having embarked Lieutenants Henderson, Powell, Bailey
and Welr also thirty ratings being the staff of Port Director, Tarakan,
orders were received to proceed to Tarakan and at 1337/2nd. anchor was
- welghed and the ,ship cleared harbour at 1440 for Tarakan., After an
uneventful voyage, Ship came to anchor at Tarakan at 1645/4th. and two
hours later the four officers and thirty ratings were disembarked for
duties with Port Director. The Ship remained at anchor until the tenth,
the opportunity being taken to store Ship and grant recreational leave.
at 1715/10th Ship welghed anchor and proceeded to sea with U, S. Transport,
"Joshua Seney" in convoy.

| 2. 11th to l4th, 1t 1430/11th., the convoy being in safe waters, it

| proceeded independently, "Broome's" course being set for Zamboanga to

embark oll fuel. At 0745 on 12th. Ship anchored at Zamboanga, remaining

there until 14th. Veanwhile, 0il fuel and provisions were embarked snd

| recreation leave given. At 1900/14th anchor was weighed and Ship
proceeded to sea for Morotai, .

S 1l5th. to 20th, After an uneventful passage, ship entered liorotai

harbour at 0900/16th and proceeded to embark oil fuel, coming to anchor

upon completion. 4t 0600/17th. anchor was weighed, Ship being ordered
| | to proceed to Subic Bay, and harbour was cleared at 0650, After p&ssinﬁ
| through Basilian Strait at 2120/18th., H.M.4A.Ships "Mildura","Bathurst",
and "Freemantle" were met and as they were also bound for Subic Bay,with
the same E.T.A., it was decided to continue the voyage 1in their company.
Heavy rain and poor visibility was experienced during the remainder of
the voyage and at 1445/20th th Ships came to anchor in Subie Bay.

4, 21st. to 26th, The Ship remained in Subic Bay during this period,
émbarking oil fuel and provisions and Naval Stores from V.S,I.S."lerkur".
Captain Shadwell R.N. of 8th. S/l Fletilla addressed “hip's company
telling of proposed plans for the forthecoming expedition to Hong Xong,
"Broome" acting as a Dan layer on minesweeping operations. Subsequently,
Dan bouys were rigged and stowed ready for laying.

Oe 27th. to 3lst. 4t 0609/27 anchor was welghed and Ship proceeded and

after clearing the harbour took station and commenced A/8 sweep for the

convoy, consisting of H.N.S."lMaidstone", 8th., Submarine Flotilla and

H.li.C.5."Prince Robert" en route to Hong Kong. The voyage was uneveatful

" and at 0600/29th., 4.li.88s took station and "Mildura ","Bathurst" and
"Castlemaine" carried out Orepesa sweep approaching Tamkan Island, At
0715 a barnacle covered mine was seen floating off the port bow and
was hit by rifle fire, later being sunk by "wagga"., it 1250 /29th
- "lildura",;"Bathurst" and "Castlemaine" proceeded to sweep an anchorage
off tThe northern shore of Tamkan Island, "Broome" and "Freemantle" acting
as Dan layers, and having completed the pperation at 1705, all Ships of
the unit came to anchor in the swept area. Orders were received early
next morning to transfer all Dan bouys to "Freemantle" and upon completion
of transfer at 0710/30th., anchor was weighed and "RBROOUE" proceeded in
charge of "Wagga" and "Strahan" to carry out L.L. and S.A. sweep astern
of Orepesa sweepers., Having completed I.L. and S... sweep off Tathong
Channel, the sweeps were recovered at 1115/30th no mines having been
discovered, H.M.S. "Swiftsure" and "Euryalus" who had meanwhile arrived _
with other units of T.G.111l.2, then proceeded into EHons Kong Harbour, |
followed by "Mildura" and "Bathurst". The remainder of the group,
B

following "Broome", proceeded into Harbour in line ahg@ad and came to

& anchor at 1335/30th off Navy Dockyard. it 1530/31st, "Broome" proceeded

b
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J to take soundings of the anchorage north of buoy A2, for use by H.M.S.
*ingson”and after completing this investigation without finding any

obstructions came to anchor in former anchorage at 1800, The Slst:
was spent at anchor at immediate notice awaiting further instructions.

6« The health and conduct of ships company continues To be very
satisfactoryy and the morale at a very high level, the men being very
jubilant at the order to cease fire and eager to complete the tasksq

of the Ifutures

e Monthly Figures August 194095,

D B LBRC e BEORBOT s cosvstnsnsnesons s stmsssssnrsadbese NN
Time undemnlraylilllillillilllll.li’llllilllrliiii'280 hrs 16 mins

Average distance per ton of fuels..eeeieceseseesel2,00 miles

Total Figures Since 25th. august 1942,

Total distance steamed....... ek s e s ees kst RDESVELL  RLION
TOtal average Speedllillll"'lll'Illllllll.lilllgle kts.
Total time MNAGTrWAY e osces oo oo crensssmubbssssssedgurd I8, SO WING,

'.I'lilElz‘glk‘lylillllllfi'

Lieutenant Commander
RtAiHilei
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The Naval 0fficer ‘
HOLUCCAS, c/-z;, rv lvx.err-mm,5 fﬁf“ll

'j r W | Lj U‘ i L‘" ::J

mﬁni Ve

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR THE MONTH OF JULY _‘

information the foll Letter of
Bt BROORE Far the monih oF iys Tothe o oo o
de H,i,A,5, NULCRA at 011

i, Ship remained

mrzmsm&mmg.mummmmn&c

' and the nm‘ma.'l.umu.nmﬁm
mmmpmhmmhmi‘&,

tlolnln)n
;tchu p sl HelleAeS. MULCRA and thirty minutes later
mhl.-ld Piermont where a new tail for the
mu,mmmm for a new outfit,
MR-WW passage to
| down harbour
| : | to No.2 buoy.
Mico, IV mﬂ:m tested with sand-filled -
satisfae 1840 secured sstern and compasc
ou-ngdﬁ i.wm:taﬂusont.huw
ﬂm]. tments were made MIW
and at 1132 Noe.2, buoy and proceeded dewn harbour
mmmnmmpnwmmm

”l\\

\ - - -
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the 16th, Lieuts,

whilst

. udmnt,gal
““Fm'ﬂt

on the 16th, “hip slippsd from alongeide and cleared harbour a ¢

After an uneventful and pleasant voyage, ‘hip entered Numboldt

Bay at 1506 on the rm: wm;iq m.i luy Dock for water

&lpo landing one Ra e Thip eleared harbour at 1620

thntﬁr,nuﬂag ua-mmmznmommmm

upa;h. icn procecded to Sordide lLagoon coming to anchor at 1826

on

4

» ‘;:ah-lht. On the 19th, at 0000, Commander VALSH, LG,
| GOLDSIITH and bwe ratings disembarked and Ome Dutch Pilot, Ume
HeasheFe Officer and two E.U,08, eubarked for passage to
A - mmgu?nmmmnm:nm.
. m Mi L 4 . W AHGELINE
EV entered Vorotal at 0720 on the 2lst fonuodby ﬂ

ongside H,l.4.5% EKAPURDA for Oh
on .‘V& to
Na

tion, came to anchor in m!.ti
Ah passengers disembarked,
to H M,A.8, PLATYPUSe At 1305 on theflst,
Officer of PROOME, let.-om DENOVAN was
chooked caut for Hospital tru“t to the 2nd/5th Field Hospital,

PeKoOSBORNE bemporary command,
aohu comnenced on the22nd,
X Ty Y

o fvee s ety SR S et
ty was P carry
out general um work, Boiler alnﬂu was m:hhd on the 25th

and after embarking water from MOMBAH,

mmnmtommnmm

position Baker umum
Emh.lnjc

e brgtey

'cmnm LK ur.lhumu:.
having benifi grea treatment 23500 on
enomy aireraft %sMﬂthﬂn.MH

was relieved Jron JUNER at 0900 on the 3lst and ol
;owwm g ?u%m:u. R

health o Mp ompany remains very isfactory
although four fatings had $o Do landed for tal trestonte

morale of the hl.ﬁ and their condu L\
m’l uﬁEa:t mumuthaz\.f.rﬁcm
south

The 20th of July being a ‘unday and the completion of thuree
in commiseion under my Command, divisions and prayers were

The C fficer spoke to the Chip's Company, describing
duties in new
cer in Charge, MOLUCCAS,

Miles,
hrs, 20 mins,

—_— — — R e e o - S — — e e = — e
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I"LY PLEAS QUUTH o 7
? e o X o H'I.A.& mm’ v

e oY M 14th July, 1945,
The Naval Officer in Clpi gc. ‘.

.- GU Le F'g

| Coples Dy
l m%h e
HMELBOURNE,

,  The Commander (D),
A [ HoMeioSs PLATYPUS,

EPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE,1945

R

Submitted,

For your information the follow
ings of H,¥,A,S, BROOME for the month of June, 1945,
2e 1lst to 17th,e Ship was in d Hands at the refitting
Wharf Port Adelaide where the annual ma jor roﬂt was in progress,
At 1500 on the lith, the Ship was taken on to the slips and
remained there nntd 1600 on th. 15the During this time, Under-
water fittings were inspected and c ts renewed where necessary
and the Ship's Hull was well coated with Antie-fouling compound,
sfter 1uving tho slips, the Ship was taken b; nnd secured
| to the refitting wharf again, Tha 16th and 17th were spent storing
| Ship while d continued with remaining defects,
| Se 18th to 235»d, ‘hip's oom was rintnnlldd in at 1300
| 18th, The “hip mminoduailgn ide refit wharf for the od
' ﬁ?'mthio:' i T Py B hy BBt ol g O
sli from or , Gunnery sumption
n.ndpRA Trials carried out in “pencer G'ulf All trials were
satisfactory, Ship returning and securing alongside at 1658 and
fuel Mod. At 0720/23rd Slipped and proceeded for S/A and LL
Sweep trials and compass adjustment, The LL Sweep trial S/A trial
were quite uthrmtu'y except that a portion of the tail
, 80 it was arranged to get new tails in Sydneye
A repositioning of the heeling error coil was found necessary, as
the compass adjuster onlz issued a card for degaussing off,. On
completion of truli, ed harbour and secured alongside "H"
".hlrf Birkenhead, for fuel at 16390,
4, 24the27th, After final adjustments and a delay of four (4)
hours caused by defective evaporator feed pump, ship slipped at
2000/24th and proceeded down river, Harbour was cleared at 2115
and course laid for Sydney. At 1650 on the 27th, four depthcharges
were expended during exercise attack off Jervis ﬁny. All charges

rirod. After fresh westerly weather was experienced and an unevente
X ful trip, Sydney was reached, and Harbour entered at 2334/27th,

Zs

 Letter of Proceed=
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ming chor in Athol Bight at D010/28th.
~ ;2 9 ;Ialth. At 0630 welghed anchgrfand g:oa_;dedn;l:ﬁgn
— Wharf for fuel. 1100, slippe rom raba a
Efo;;:;de HeM.A.S.MULCRA at 011 Wtharf, Garden 1gland to permit
t of Depthcharge throwers,
asulh 1:31:11-301;%. Doat?'u'd workmen aged in installing Mk
IV depthecharge throwers and parbuckles, The opportunity was taken
to carry out minor adjustments in the Engine Room, and to embark
Naval and Vietualling stores, Supply staff of H.M.A.S.KUTTABUL
commencéed a thorough muster of Paymaster's Stores during this
geriod. The Jealth of the Ship's Company h;ad?ogn very good, the
" d from leave and change © ete
g:n mmng:m;“ of the Ship's Company has been excellent, |

and morale very good,

MONTHLY FIGURES,
Distance Steamed e=eesccccnccccaaaanse 038.4 liles,

Tm‘ Und.my -------------—-------- ” hr'. 45 mnsSe

Average distance per ton of fuel e===- 11,73 miles,

TOTAL FIGURES SINCE 28TH AUGUST, 1942,
Total Distance steamed seeeemecememeee 95,875.5 Miles.

Tot.,l ﬁf.ras. Sp..d prap———_rrL L L L L 9.7 mt"
Total time underway ==-esesecssseesses 9,817 hrs, 20 mns,

e o

.%ia#?imf BTN N o A

- --——-—-P - - -

COMMANDING OFFICER,'
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T fer
Of Hellataie

information the follow Letter of Proceedings

lst m“hﬁws;m e gﬁ? 'lln Ships VORESBY

2o i company sllaile P

CL.9TLENAINE and masﬁu Parry Shoal west of Bat&ﬂt
Island, On completion of on the 2nd lMa y, orders were
received from H,M,4,8,MORESRY proceed to larwin for fuel and

enward routing, so BROVNE parted company at 20355 and proceeded to
Parwin,

Se Srd to 11th ¥ay, “Lip secured a slde “ain "harf,

Parwin at 0740 on the 3rd lay and commenced e - tores were

taken on board, and one Offlicer joined for passage to Fremantle,

BROOME slipoed at 0635 on the 4th and ied via Onslow and
Fremantle to .delaide for refitting, Onslow was reuched on the
merning of the 8th May and “hip secured to the Jetty at 11 54 and
commenced to fuel, Other ‘hips in harbour were H.'si.3hips
JARRNAMBOOL, INVERELL and KOR.NGI, BrOOME progeeded that afternoon
clearing harbour by 1605, and after an mvnml arrived

at Premantle, securing alongside XATOOMBA at "G" hed for fuel

at 1054 on the llth May,

e 12¢h to 17th, Having completed with fuel and s=tares,
siippeé¢ from alongside EATOONBA on the 12th Mgy, and

cleared harbour at 0820, Fresh northeasterly and mwr therly

weather was experienced in croeeing "The Bight", and ae Boller
Hours were high, excessive fuel was conw® on the pasmage, “ort
Adelaide was recched and anchor let go off the entrance ai ST7C5 on

1 the 17th to await arrival of Lockyurd Officers who Jjoinel “hip at.

Q750, . nchor was welghed and “hip  roceeded for a short run, after

which the harbour was entered, ‘hip securing at refitting wharf up

river, at 1002 -

Se 3 ,l-diaul upon securing, work was commenced to deostore

and de-ammunition Ship, “his work was carried ocut rapldly ae all

nececsary ‘hore arrangements had becn made by the Duse Otaff,
Destor wae completed by midday on the 18th Hay, and all -hip's

ersonnel discharged to H.ll4i.% TORRENS for leave, 4 Care and

intainance Party was provided by the buse, but the Ist Lliout,

X
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St 4539

The Naval Officer in Charge, Darwin,
The Commander (D), H.M.A.S, PLATYPUS,

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR THE MONTH « APRIL 1945

Submitted,

For your information the following Letter of Proceedings
of H-Hiﬂ-.sn BROOME for the month of ﬂgﬂ;ﬂlgwl

1e lst=3rd, At anchor in Port Stores were
embarked and routine maintainance work carried out,
e 4th « 10th, BROOME weighed anchor at 0912 on the 4th

and proceeded to sea in company with H,M,A.S, BENALLA clearing
harbour at 0949, Course was set for P Shoals to commence
surveying., H.M,A.S, HAWKE joined at 1057 on the 5th, and
sounding was commenced at 1315} that daye, H.M.A.,S, CASTLEMAINE
joined at 0830 on the 6th and relieved H.,lM,A.3, HAVKE £0 return
to Yarwin, Sounding was continued by the three ships in
company until BROOME became short of fuel and was detached to
proceed to Darwin at 0700 on the 10th,
Se 1l1th « 13th, BROOME arrived at Darwin at 0734 on the 11lth
and secured alongside Main Jetty at 0812 and commenced fuelling.
The trip in from Penguin Shoals was uneventful except for poor
visibility due to a severe dusty storm, Stores were embarked
during the 1llth and the ship shifted to anchorage at 0837
én the 12th, and remained there until the 1l4th,
\ - 14th « 24th April, At 1905 on the 14th Ship weighed
%- - anchor and proceeded to sea in company with H.M.A.S, NMORESBY
on passage to Cape Ffoureroy, Bathurst Island, Surveying was
commenced in this area at 0745 on the 15th fixing positions of =
beacons, A survey Ufficer and recorder joined BROOME on the
18th and sounding of Fourecroy irea was carried out until 1800
on the 24th, when the survey party returned to H.M.,A,S, MORESBY,
5. 24th = 27th April. At 2206 BROOME weighed anchor and
proaeedad in company with H.,M.,A.,S, MORESBY to Darwin for
stores and fuel, arriving there at 0639 on the 25th, Ships
secured to Main Jetty for fuel and water 2nd later shifted to
anchorage, BROOME let go at 1100 on the 25th, The 26th and 27th
were occupied with Ship's maingeinance work and opportunity
was taken to grant :I.oa.*m to recreational parties,
: Ge 28th « 30th april, At 0659 on the 28th anchor was weigh=-
ed and Bhip m'ﬁﬂﬁﬁdod in ¢ with H,M,A.S, HORESBY for c&p‘
Foureroy, clearing harbour at 0735, Fourcroy was reached and
anchor was let go at 1520 that artemoon. CASTLEMAINE joined

%‘ and a nchored close by at 1735, Fixing and laying beacons on
A \Q _
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Parry Shoal was commenced on the 29th and survey work continued
the next daye H.ll¢A.S, HORSHAM Joined company at 1500 on the
x 29th |
Te g The health of the Ship's Company has been good, the

dryer and cooler ¢limate of this area having benifited those
with skin complaints,

Be The conduct of the Ship's Company has been excellent
and the morale high, the men working cheerfully and with a
gin.

MONTHLY FIGUEES FOR APRIL 1945,

Time UNderway o« = « « « =« = = = = « 243 hrs, 59 mins,
Distance steamed = = = « = = « =« = =  2,207,]1 miles,
Average distance per ton of fuel =« « §,2 miles,

TOTAL FIGURES SINCE 28TH AUGUST, 1942 _
Total distance steamed = « = « = = « 91,3351.4 miles,

Total average speed = = = =~ = « « = 9.71 ]métg.
Total time underway = = = = = = = = 0407 Hours,

Lok Comar. .U N, YU K. _Li,_

COMMANDING OFFICER, "'i
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"r0coedings of HeledeSe for the month of Va roh, 1945
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_%hieh refitting #> 1 be carried out, all necessary arrange-
henta Tor a prot acved a bsence from the station were made, |
Scip frelled and watered on the morning of the l4th March and
was re.; to sail at 1040,

6o 14th=16th, BROOME slipped from alongside MOMBAH at
1040 on the 14th and proceeded, clearing harbour at 1058/

and set course for Mada ng., A fresh northwest wind and a
following sea resulted in a fast trip, average speed 14,2 knots,

and Madang was reached by 1021/I on the 16th, uouri.nimo/
ltem,

at No.l Berth, Clocks were advanced one hour to K Time a

| Stores were embarked from the Naval Store during the afternoon,

: and Lieut.Cdr, L.,E,MURPHY,RANR was discharged to Madang to take
up his appointment as Ist Lieutenant of the Depot, Lieutena nt
De Yo,CLIFTON,RANR from “adang Jjoined on loan as a watchkeeper
for the pa.ugo to Darwin,
Te 16th=22nd, At 1800/K on the 16th Mareh, BROOME slipped
and proceeded, clearing harbour at 1815, Course was laid for
Dreger Harbour, Ship entered Dreger Harbour at 0632 on the 17th
and fuelled Prom Tanker BRAJARA, after which berth was shifted
to off Navy Dock, Langemek to obtain charts and final sailing
orders, At 1200 on the 1l7th, anchor was weighed, and Ship
proceeded ka en route to Thursday Idland, repo at Kana Kopi,
lMilne Bay to embark baggage which had been sent down from LADAVA,
A good passage was made, but a fresh head wind and southeasterly
set caused about six hours delay on the passage from China
Stralt to Bramble Cay so that it waus considered advisable to
anchor at Double Island for the night, so anshor was let in
10 fathoms southeast of the Light at 2110 onthe 20th, At 0630
on the 2lst anchor was weighed and Ship proceeded to Thursday
Island and secured to Main Jetty at 0825 to fuel. lLater, BROOME
shifted to anchor, orders having been received that Light Vessel
Hoe3 was to be towed by us to Darwin, 4As it was blowing fresh
from the westward, and lones reported in the Gulf, departure
was deferred until the afternoon of the 23rd Marsh, .M, S
PARKES had been detalled as escort,
8, 25rd-28th Mareh, Ship weighed and proceeded at 1333 on
the 23rd and anchored in Nor Sound at 1409, where a party
was sent away to the Light Veasel to welgh anchor and secure
the tow, The Light Vessel was secured at short stay 1640
and BROOME weighed and proceeded at 1708, After clear the
Sound and veer the full length of the towing wire it was
found that a speed between six and seven knots could be maintaine-
ed. The towing gear used was the standard towing equipment
provided for A.M,S,Vessels, A pleasant and uneventful passa f‘
was made with light winds and practically no sea, arriving a
the Port Darwin at 1550 on the 28th,.where the tow was
handed over to H.M.A,S, HEROS to be secured to a + BROOME
proceeded alongside the main J and secured at 1620, fuel
water and diesel fuel oil btﬁ taken aboa ré during the ﬂ'on.{ng.

Y

- I8 The health of the 's Company has been satisfactery,
skin complaints being the greatest source of discomfert,
10, The morale of the Ship's Company has been very good,

the changse of station providing them with some new matters of
interest, while the conduct of the men has been very satisfactory,

—— e
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565 Hrs 27 Mins,

2,805,6 liles, %
Average distance per ton of fuel «w=e 8,54 VWiles,

TOTAL FIGURES SINCE 28TH AUGUST,1942,

Total distance steamed =ewcecwcccccea= 80,124,5 Hilss,.

Total average Speed we=wcceocmccvcceccee= 0.73 Knots,

Total time underway ee==--e- —wmmmmewne 9,105 Hrs, 1 Min,
~ COMMANDING  OFFICER,

—
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REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR THE MONTH - FEERUARY 1945,

-

Submitted,
For m“un&m following letter of Proceedings
of HalladaSs for the month of February, 1945,

lst=4th, Alemgs
to fuel
rmm‘ pumps
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. 0510 on the 9th, BROOME slipped from

vy Wharf, having taken ¥,L,427 in tow, proceecded en
route te Commander Lewis Jjoined the Ship before departure
"' take conmand ©f H.M.A.8, nm; Iwm
hﬁmﬂmm&mmmmmhwa
at 191 Stores were dilscharged BEROOME weighed anchor a

At

2204

and proc:cded with M.Le in tow to Sadang, After an uneventful
trip, entrance was rea by 1635 on the the tow
cast off BROOCHME entered harbour sccuring at Ne,l at 1710,
Se 12thel4th, Stores and persomnel were discharged the
12th » and after having loaded about 15 tons of Army Stores
and five . n Arymy Persommel, BROOME slipped from

the Vharf
at 1768K and proceeded towards Hansa e On arrival at Hansa Bay
BROOME ca me to with Starboard anchor at 0703 on the 13th and
commenced Adischarping Army Personmel and Stores into Army Notor
Lauwnches, Stores were discharged by 0940, so anchor was welghed
and Ship proceeded to Hollandia, securing alongside Tanker CLYDE
at 0711/I on the 1l4th, Minggheumclnhwmm
one hour te Item Time,

Geo 14th-16th, Some stores and personnel for Ships in harbour
having been @ischarged mw underway at 1652 I on the l4th
mwmhuw with CO0 DA in company, A

rl fast passage was made, and BROOME entered harbour at IRk 1413

i5th and anchored near PLA TYPUS, msommnm proceeding

te Sorido lLagoon passage, SubeLieut
HeGe .qu-t%:.' ReBoM Vo kis ﬁﬂ.Jm at Hellandia m‘tﬂ-‘“
Gumery S * and completed taking over Cunnery Department from
SubeLicut P.lLe. Redo M, VR who was discharged to PLATYPUS
on the 16th February for onward passa ge to LONSDALE,

Te 16th=19th, Having dischar stores and BROOME
weighed anchor at 1756 on the 16th and proceeded oor Island
to exbark R.i.4.F, -—mwrmlmm;, Ship anchored
officer and 19 other ranks, Departure for lorotal was dela
1745 on the 17th so as to malke a daylight arrival at Moro where
anchor was let go at 0647 on vhe 19th off lavy Dock, H.deieF, &
ﬂmlmmwmm'm'mmm
and on receipt of orders from Conmander (D) to retwrn to Mios
independently, BROOHE got underway at 1 on the 10th,
e 20th«26th, Ship made un uneventful /passage to lios Woendi
ving at 1540 on the 2lst, and proceeded ide Tanker

Depariment in BROOYE was
deny o Besuosr b8
- progeeded

at %, to escort L,C.Ts, to Sansapor and lorotai, 4t
the , anchor was let go in 26 fathoms off Broe Bay,
and by 0913, L.C.Ts, Nos. 947,359, m,sumulmrom?, |
so HROOME weighed and took station ahead and proceeded at about 6 lmet .
At 1545 on the 24th, L.C.Ts, 947 and 941 detached and proceeded |

towards Amsterdam Island whi the remainder continued on teo
Horotal arriving there at 1809 on the 26th, and anchored off Red
9.

:
g

| 27th=-28th, These two days were t fuelling, watering
and obhtaining provisions which the 5 had been umable to
obtain for some An endeavour to procure cigarettes for tie men
was unsuccessful, and it iz intended to try tec get some at Hoemfoor
on the return jJourney. Fresh ons have been unobtainable,

provisi
none having been received since deparbture from Brisbane on the
4th PFebruary,

) WS
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i.‘-;u..m?' i it - ™ W\
b g e m b.u%o ' Md-u,mmtughh;n

- ﬁ%tmum and the
- men seem well con mmmmmw

Shortage of tWMMWuhM‘t htmmll
W ware that mi temporary state of affsirs
* m val of a supply ship at Mios

11, Honthly Figures for Pebruary, 1045,

 Distance Steamed —--------=-m 3,854,6 Kiles,
Average distance per ton fuele10,19 Niles,

28th 1642,

Total Distance steamed-86,228,7 Miles.
Total Averige Speed ===9,6 Inots,

Total time underway =e-8,797 hrs, 34 mms,

Sioit Comde. HAN Y K
COMMANDING OFPICER,

-

—
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' Rogal Australian }iaﬁgﬂ,. e ‘i s
R eM.A, S, "BROOME"

s BEPLY PLEASH, QUOTH 7th February 1945,

;m;ﬁng?/L-

s

The Naval Officer in Charge,

NEY GUINEA. G“? by ol
T
f
Copies to : E‘Mﬁg
The Secretary,Naval Board.

The Commander (D).H.M.A.S."Platypus",

A

Submitted.

. For your information , the following letter of
Proceedings of H.M.A.S. "Broome" for the month of January 1945.

2e | lst to drd.Janusry - Enroute Mios Weondl to Madang.
On the 2nd.January at 1010 I Starboard engine was stopped to permit
repalrs to starboard condenser,which had a leaking tube.Repalrs were
completed and engine restarted at 1152 I, Madang was reached after a
quiet voyage at 0859 I 3rd and shlip came to with starboard anchor in
Mennin Harbour at 0909 I ,Ship's stores were taken aboard from H.,M.42.5.
"Madang" during the remainder of the day and preparations made to sail

ngxt daye

e 4theand Sth.January.- Broome weighed and proceeded

at 1600 I 4th.,s0 as to arrive at Dreger Harbour early next morning

for fuel.A fresh head wind and set delayed the ship in Vitioz Straight
so that arrival was not made until 1106 I. As the tanker had two
vessels alongside ,Broome was delayed by several hours and finally
secured alongside U.S,"BRAJARA" at 1458 I, After fuelling was completed
ship proceeded to Langemak and anchored off the Naval detty at 1753 I.
Lieutenant Commander Murphy RANR , the First Lieutenant,was landed to
hospltal during the evening, suffering from severe influenza,Broome
weighed anchor at 2355 I and proceeded to Lae to land prisoners for

dgt entione.

4o 6theto 10th January.~ An hour was spent at Lae ,during
which time the Port Director came on board and collected prisoners and
baggage. Broome welghed anchor at 0842 I and proceeded enroute to
Brisbane, Clocks were adjusted to K time at 0900 I, The trip down the
coast and through Rouen Channel and China Straight was uneventful but
rather fresh south easterly weather was encountered , which reduced our
speed, This, together with excessive fuel consumption due to the broken
down feedheater and broken boller room fan ,made 1t apparent that only
a very small margin of fuel would remain on arrival at Moreton Bay,

80 I decided to alter course at 0907 K 9th and proceed to Townsville

to refuel arriving there at 1056 K on the 1llth January.
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5e 11th = 1l4th January. Broome completed fueling |
and took aboard fresh vegetables by 1430 K 1llth and got under way
clearing the harbour leads at 1511 K, An uneventful and pleasant ;
passage was made down the coast to Moreton Bay; Caloundra Head was
abeam to starboard , dlstant 1 mlls , at 0637 X and ship proceeded
up river to secure at Coaling Jetty near the Dry Dock at 1250 K

on the l4th January,

6o 15th to 29th January.i Broome was in Doc r

during this period., Ship docked with "Bendigo" on the 15%1}1—331(3&112{1135
usual painting and lnspectlons of the shiprl's bottom and underwater
fittings carried out. On the 18th ,ship undscked and secured
alongslde Milling Wharf extension at 1130, F‘bed heater, boiler room
fan and cable survey and tests were amongst thn major defects
remedied ,together with an overhaul of the fuex and air pumps
which had been givling trouble. Leave was granted “ Queensland :
New South Wales and Victorian ratings , an adequate ggpre ang m;.:ln
tenance party being retained on board, The Englneer icer.PFirst
Lieutenant and Gunnery Officer stood by to supervise r 11.;_ |
Opportunity was taken to complete the Installation of t©
SeAs gear , but I was informed that 1t wlll be necessary
the davit pedestals before the gear can be streamed efficie

T 30th and 31lst January. = Repalrs were completed
the pump and steering gear late in the aftermoon of the 30th and
ship slipped from Milling Wharf at 2145 K, proceeding to Newstead

to fuel., The Air pumps gave trouble during thils short run and after
securing at Newstead at 2303 , the engine room staff turned to to o
refit the shuttles of both air pumps, These repairs were completed

and test carried out by 1020 31lst , at which time Broome proceeded

to Mar eton Bay for trials and compass adjustment, Compass adjustment
and Radar trials were completed by 1545 and shlp anchored near Plle
Light at 1610 to awalt the arrival of certain Radar spares , which

the Base Radar Officer required, Some trouble had been expe rienced
during the afternoon in the fuel pumps, one of which ceased to

function at 1700, The distiller pump was also operating badly. At

2235 the other fuel pump broke down and the Diesel was started for
lighting purposes , Ship'!s staff worked during the night to get one
fuel pump operating and in response to my signal Lieutenant Commander
(E) Amott arrived aboard with dockyard workmen during the forenoon,
Repairs were completed to one fuel pump by 1300 31lst and after an

hour and a half of running it was concluded that it was operating

well enough to venture up river, Anchor was weighed at 1429 and

Broome secured at 1700 alongside Milling Wharf extenslon, where

work was immediately commenced to refit both fuel pumps and the
distiller pump.

Be "7 The morale of the Ship's Company was very good ,
wlth the pribspect of leave on arrival at Brisbane, Their conduct
was satisfactory , no further sabotage was in evidence and everyone
was greatly heartened by the freedom from trouble,

9. The health of the Ship's company lmproved rapldly AN
after fresh vegetables were obtained at Townsville and by the éend
of the month ,practicable all the skin troubles had cleared upe.

10, Monthly figures January 1945 :
Time under way 269 hours,

Distance steamed 263646 miles.,
Average distance per 11,06 miles,

ton of fuel . ‘
Total figures since 28th August,1942,
Total Distance steamed 82394,1 miles

Total Average speed D¢8 Knots :

Total time under way 8399 Hg;;a 1 minutes,
@:f 7 - .',5,. d  dr
= - cmﬂi"&f““’ﬂfzﬁfg .
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Royal Australian Nafy. / '

~Hn,.-;i;.¥%/
%Z & éETZ _H.M.A.S. BROOME,

Qo |"TER

The Naval Officer in Charge, 1 L& ,
New CGuinea. G-“* ""*\ﬂ'gﬂ)l :
0

Submitted;

Report of Proceedings for the Month = Dgcember, 1944,

For your information, the following Letter of

Proceedings of H.lM.A.S. BROOME for the month of December, 1944,
2e 1st - 2nde. BROOIE (SOE) in company with COWRA escorting
SS. LURAY VICTORY and SS. J.B. FRANCIS en route Morota i to

Mios Woendi., At 0540i, 1lst, COVRA and J«B.FRANCIS were detached
for Sansapor. BROOME parted company with LURAY VICTORY at
20301, lst, which proceeded independently while BROOIE

continued to Mios Woendi and anchored in harbour, Ship

anchored close to BINGERA at 1217, 2nd, and took in stores.
3e 3rd, Lieutenant D.N.Thompson discovered that a 2 6"
Manilla stern line had been cut into two pieces. This act of
sa botage was investigated and made part subject to my report
No. 290/7/10 of 14th December, 1944, addressed to N.0.I.C.
New Guinea.

44 3rd to 8the Boller cleaning was carried out with the

assistance of BINGERA, which ship provided & ratings boliler
partye. Opportunity was taken during this period to clean
the hull along the waterline, renew the boot topping, paint

— —— e — -
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2e
heads and bathrooms and to chip and paint portions of the uppr ‘
deck superstructure. Dry Stores, clothing and canteen star es were

received asboard ex WILCANNT...
Oe 9th. BROOME fuelled, taking on 112 tons 01l Fuel and 1200

ga llons of Diesel Fuel. After loading 247 Dba gs of U.S.Service
Mail, BROOME sailed to Morotal independently.

At 2010i, 10th, a RADAR contact was made and the Action

Alarm bells were rung. One starshell was fired but reveagled nothtlg;
There being no further RADsR contacts "Action Stations" were |
secured and at 2025 BROOME proceeded. At 1604 on the 1llth BROOME
anchored off Navy Dock, Morotal, hﬂthing further of interest

having eccurred on the voyage.

6o 12th-13th. At 1045 on the 12th BROOME took over stationary

A/S patrol st the southern entrance to Morotai. COLAC relieved
"BROOME gt 1500 on the 1l3th on patrol, and the lagtter shifted

berth to Navy Dock. BROOME . incompany with COWRA and GLENELG -
weighed anchor at 1500 on the 13th and proceeded in company for

Mios Woendi. .

7. A further gct of sabotage was discovered on the 14th, when
the hands térned to. A knife had been wedged into the mechanism

of the Bofors gun, temporarily preventing the breech belng opened.
This, and the result of the subseruent investigation was also repate

—

ed in my letter No. 290/7/10 of 14th December,, copy of which is \

atta ched.

Be At 1700 on the 14th, the H.S.D, reported vibrations in the
4/S dome columns, and attempts to raise the dome while underway
proved of no avall, so the Ship was stopped. After the Ship had
way on astern, a large log floated up from beneath the Ship, and
it was then found possible to ragise the dome, which was left in tle
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housed position. Subsequently, a diver from H.M.A.S. SVAN ‘

examined the dome. The damage was confined to a minor dent, whih
in no way affects the efficient working of the A/S gear.

Q. 15th - 19th. On arrival at Mios Woendi on 15th, BROOME
secured to U.S.S. VICTORIA at 1216 and commenced fuelling. On
completion, BROOME shifted to alongside STaN and csecured at 14357
for examination of the 4/S dome by diver. During the afternoon,
It. Cdr. L.E.Marphy R.A.N.R. joined and commenced to take over
as 1st Lieutenant from Lt. Cdr. Hull R.A.N.R. The turnover was

completed on the 19th, when Lt. Cdr. Hull was cheiged out to

-.-_--
-

COOT AMUNDRA.
At 1404 on the 19th, BROOME weighed anchor and proceeded

to Sorido Lagoon and anchored close to Navy Wharf at 1633.
10. BOEh; oond. On the 20th, at 1756, BROOME (SOE) whéghed
anchor and proceeded in company with KAPUNDA to escort U.S.S.
MONTEZUMA CASTLE to Morotai. During the voyage, "Action Stations”
were exercided and a practice shoot using Bofors, Oerlikons and
.303 machine guns was carried out at parachute targets.

The convoy arrived at Morotai at 1440 and BROOME anchored
off Navy Doeck at 1509 on the 22nd.
11, BROOME weighed anchor at 0758 on the 23rd and proceeded to
Point Baker relieving KsPUND. at 0926, remaining on Patrol until |
the morning of the 25th. Nothing of interest occurred other than
the usual bombing of Air-Strips/
12. o5th-27the At 0830 on the 25th, BROOME weighed. anchora a d
proceeded to Navy Dock having been relieved by COWRA. Some stores
were procured ashore and recreation parties sent away. BROOME
fuelled from U.S.S. C.PE TRYON during the forenoon of the 26th
and them proceeded to relieve KAPUNDA on patrol Able.

—
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COOT AMUNDRA relieved BROOME at 0714 on the 27th. so berth was
shifted and anchor let go off Navy Dock at 0756,
13, ZVth.; 29th., At 1633, BROOME (SOE) in Company with
COWRA and KAPUNDA welghed anchor and proceeded, escorting U.S.S
GLAYLAG towards Hollandia via the northern route. An uneventful
voyage was made, GLAYLAG proceeded independently for Hollandla
at 1406 on the 29th, the escorts setting a course for Mios Woendi .
Ships anchored near H.M.A.S. SWAN ab 2154 on the 29th.

During the passage. four blades broke off the boiler room
fan rotor. The Base Staff Engineer Officer inspected the
robor on the 30th, the boiler brickwork also being examined,
having given continuous trouble since last refit. It was
decided by Commander (D) that BROOME's docking should be
advanced and the Ship sailed south for repairs immediately.

Stores, fuel, and passengers were taken aboard during the

afternoon of the 31lst. and BROOME cleared Mios Woendl entrance
at 1845, routed via Madang, Langemac, Lae thence through

Raven Channel to Brisbane.

14. The morale of the Ship's Company has been very good,
although two further minor acts of sabotage occurred during
December. No person is under suspicion, and it would arpear
that the object is nuisance value rather than true sabotage.
15. The repalrs necessary to the machinery at present are
in no way attributable to sabotage, and are normal mechanieal
failures. Attached hereto are copies of letters in connection
with defects, acdressed to Commander (B}, No.512/6/10 dated
z21st December, 1944 and 313/6/11 dated 3rd January, 1945.

16. The conduct of the Ship's Company has been satisfactory,

but a reduction in smartness and efficiency has resulted from
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the change of 1lst Lieutenants, together with the recent replace-
"msnt of the 0ld Gunnery Officer by a much less experienced

officer.

1%, The health of the Ship's Company has ohly been falr

during December, Several cases of gastric trouble and apparent

food poisoning having occurred, but the cause has not been
‘ascertained. Also, a good deal of Acne and boils have been in

evidence and about 10 cases of Impetigo. \A

It appears that these troubles are largely due to lack of

fresh vegetables and even a shortage of canned or dehydrated

vegetables during the past six weeks. Some fresh cabbage was

obtained at Mios Woendi recently and was much appreclated.

MONTHLY FIGURES DWCEMBERElQ44.

|
Time undérway-=-======-=-- m hrs. ﬁ mMNse
Distance steamed-----=--=- 26435 miles. |
Average distance per ton fuel ------ 8e2 miles. i

TOTA L FIGURES SINCE 25TH AUGUST 1942,

Total distance steamed--=-=ewwcwccececc=c= ;g,;5§:milas.
Total average 8peed-------~c—scocemcec-= . .
Total time underway=-=-~====camcccccca- .ﬁ'hr’a. Eﬁ mes .

C/ L’ DA il (K
.../.'/:'ﬁ .’.ﬁ'é f—"{‘.fﬁffﬁ_ VAR, = g ﬂ-hﬁ'/’ . .’Ir':--
------------------------ - A S

COMMaNDING OFFICER.,

Coples ta/

The 8ecretary, Naval Board.

The Commander (D). H.M.A.S. SVAN
Enclosures/

Report on sabotage.

List of major defects.

Report on boiler brickwork.

e m—— ———
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COPY ONLY -

Royal” Ausfralian Naby. /

IN »fPLY PLEASE QUOTE

m_._.:'_:ZEQ/'? / 10

Hi VLo “:.-S BROOI&E
14th.Decembar, 1944,

The Naval Officer in Charge,
New Guineae

Submitted;

Report on Acts of Sabotage committed on board
Helle AeSe BROOME.,

With reference to my letter No. 219/7/7 dated 9th
November, there have been further acts of sabotage cormitted
on board H.i.A.S. BROOME.

2 e On 3rd December, 1944, the six inch manilla stern line
was found to be cut in halves. This manilla had been coiled
ﬁmm on the quarterdeck for ten days, and the cut was discover-
edwhen fenders, placed within the coll, were removed,
preparatory to going alongside. No detailed investigation
was carried out, as the time of the occurrence could not be
ascertained,

Se A 10001, 1l4th December, 1944, Able Seamgn Gardiner,
gunner's yeoman, reported that he had found a knife jammed
hetween the breech bloeck and the breech chamber of the Bofors
Cun. The knife had been inserted from the cover underneath
the breech, thereby effectively preventing the breech being
opened.

4o an investigation was instituted. The knife was one
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provided for the Carley floats beneath the wings of the bridgee.
The gun's crew was questioned, and it was found that the breech
had not been worked since 12001, 13th December, when Able
Seaman CGardiner completed maintainance routines., Although the
crew closed up for dusk and agsin at 21001 13th December., the
breech was nor worked nor uncovered owing to hegvy rain.

Oe Ag it 1s not possible to place the time of the act of
sabotage. except over a wide period of 22 hrs. it is impractical
to carry the investigation any further. No susplcilon 1is

attached to any particular person.

(Signed) R.A.DENOVAN ILT,CDR.RANVR

Copy/ COMMANDING OFFICER.
commander (D).
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_

IN *".’R,LL': PLEASE QUOTE

. Sasfe/11

%t ~ched hereto for your informstion and
considerstion, copy of the report received from my Englneern
0fficer in peference with the aboveementioned matters !
2e is 1t will be sesn from this report, the !
m“m““thmmw'-“w’
tmmuhlimmmdﬂmmM
refit, A }-.‘
Be :tumummummmh ‘
stepe be tsken to secartain the cause of thess Lrealkdowne ,-’:&‘ﬂ,

i

umwmuuhmemutny

J‘};

,'{

|

, - (S1gne’)
"'wmunl officer h‘nﬂ.

ST _CTIREA.

il — il

t e =5
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P Roygal Australian Naby.
| B Ik #Blil'lu‘f PLEASE QUOTE T | |
Hellele Sy BROONE,
No.. - ; 2nd Jenuary, 1945
The Cormezding O7fieer,

| : Helolslie FRUCNRE,

back cosings, ssended By U.0.L.95152 of 17.12442, H.0.Dwge Hoe
910186, was car-ied oute OSince then, I have exparisnced a '
considerable amount of troublee The bricks in the furnsces have
hed to be vepaived eight times between boilerelesning periods,

‘WN“MIMM.
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.

© earried away. |
6o The modificetion to the fan seating (C.C.l.0,123/44) has

not yet been sarried cut.

T T .
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, qﬁ Royal M&m Nafg.
_ "'ﬁt:;:pu zﬁ qu.on

=1 B o g __ L] -l-'-l-;-‘i

Fe elaBy BROOEE
Slst

1

The Comzsnder (1),
ARe

Submitteds
S4008 _ISTRQT s

The following 18 s 1ist of Wajor Nefects whiech will
require L.mediste attentiocn on arrival at Erisbane,
1s Boller "com fan vrotor to be renewed,

2e¢ Feoed henter tuber tc be reccved and tubeplate
Te

refaceod,
Cableaz to be tosted,

Be “ith reforense to Savel Offteer in Charge, Hew Ouinea
Letter Noe F.i.251/43/2 Gated 30th sogust, 1944, copy of
vhich 18 attached, a & soventean tubles hsve Now Lroken

down in the coudenseras it 1s considered th.l opportanity
should be taken to retube the condensers while in Toskysrd

handse

[U_;_. £ : r/a-'- /é, No!c@@ﬂwcﬂ¢r

/2
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A B ventbes S GHLS
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— i ———

SUBJECT : ..H/MHJJ “ Lot 5 e/

: DN/

{n/ R 4 /
DA
| “ :_._-.f:

— S
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The Naval Officer in Charge, . . | .. |

e

|
i

SRENC LT

HolleAsS i'hﬂﬂ.
I0th.December,1944,

New Cuinea.
JADALG .
Report of Proceedings = Mmh!r. Igﬂ-
Sabmitted:

For your infermation the following Letter of Proceedings
of HellsdsSe "Broome” for the meonth of November 1944,
Ist y=4th.llovember. At lilos ‘#nmﬂi bolleregleaning.
Ship was anchored close to "Bingera” who provided a beiler party
and was generally of great assistance while the ship was wiihout
steam., Opportunity was taken to chip,red lead and paint ship's side..
Recreation was rather limited for the men due to insufficient transe
port facilities,but "Orion" and "Victoria™ were very kind in extende
ing invitetions to the cinema.
5the=6th .Novenber. "Broome" proceeded Sorido Lagoon for orders in
company with H.M.A+5."Strahan”, "Cootammndra” and "Bendigo".
"hen entering Sorido at 0958 the ship eppeared to steor badly and
LtsThompson was sent aft.to investigate.lt was found that a hande
ful of sand had been thrown at the steoring engine but by good luck
had done no harm.On coming to anchor I informed the ship's company
what had um#ﬂ and seventeen sentries were placed throughout the
ship,an investigation being commenced immediately.
I proceeded ashore to comnsult Port Director Beak and it was
deeciwded that 1t was impractédiedd to send the ship into an operate
ional area with sabotage amiug aboard.Permission wae obtained
to proceed to Hollandia,so at 1534 vessel departed Soridec. Ship
envered Mlos Woendl et I73F to plelk up Leading Stoker leate who
had been discharged the previous day on draft,this rating being a
very dependable man and his evidence in comnection with the preve
ious acts of sabotage probably being required.
At 2348 Broome proceeded and after a quiet voyage arrived at
Hollandia st 2156 6th.llove and anchored.Puring this passage the
Gunnery Officer and I kept the watches while the Ist.Lieutenant

o

——
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. aml A/S Officer contimied with the investigation. _

4, I'H:h.-ﬂth.lwubor. Anchored in Humbolt Bay storing ship and contine-
uing with the investigation which was completed on the 9th.November-
copy of report rendered to Naval Officer-in-Charge New Guinea and
Commander (D) dated 9th.November No.2I19/7/7 attached hereto.The three
ratings mentioned in paragraph 7 of the above mentioned letter were
discharged for passage to Ladava in accordance with Signal T.0.0.
09I0I52 from Port Director,Hollandia. Lt .Bromley R.A.N.R. who had

joined for passage to Norotal on intelligence work was of consider-
able assistanee in the latter part of the above mentioned investigation

5« I0th-ISth.November. At 1802 on IOth.November after completing with
stores ship proceeded independently to Mobotai,sentries being discont-
imued and ordinary routine being resumed, Opportunity was taken while
on passage to carry out general exercises,including the munning of the
Orepesa Sweep which operated very satisfactorily. Morotal was reached
by 1548 I3th.November and ship anchored off Navy Dock after an

uneventfal passage.

6e IditheISth.November at orotai. it I650 I4th.November,after fuelling
vessel anchored near Western entrance to Morotai Harbour end commenced
a stationary A/S listening watech. At I505 the following day H.M.A.S.
"wagga" took over and "Broome" shifted anchorsge to off Navy Dock.
During the nights of I4th.and I6th.the Alrstrips was attacked by
Japanese bombers flying high,

7« I7th-20th.November. AtI200,]7th.November "Broome" S5.0.E. proceeded
in compeny with H.M.A.S."Cowra" escorting U.S.S8."Castle Pinckney"
to Biak srriving there at I025 on the I9th.November after an unevente
ful voyage. Later at I4I5 vessel proceeded to Mios Woendi for fuel
arriving there at I61I0. The vessel remained in harbour the following
day and stored shipe.

8. 2Ist-22nd.November. At 09I0 on 2Ist.November procecded to Sorido
Lagoon,Biak for orders and at I456 commenced an A/S petrol off the
entrance to the Lagoon. At I755 the following day vessel was ordered
to cease patrol without relief and enchor in Sorido Lagoon overnight.

9. 23rd-25th.November. At 0602 25rd.November proceeded in company with
H.M.A.3."Gympie"” on passage to liorotai entering harbour at 0703 on
25th.Novenmber. During the passage opportunity was taken to carry out

practical firings at own target and plotting exercises in company.

ﬁh;'-—-...i_ R~ S S——. S S ——— — ﬁ
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_Broome also streemed "LL" sweeps which operated very satisfactorily
10. 26th-29th,November. At III5 on 26th.November vessel anchored in
Southern entrance to Morotai Harbour and commenced a stationary A/S
listening watch which was contimied until I0O2I on 29th.November when -
we were relieved by H.M.A.S."Katbomba” and snchored off Navy Doek '
| in Morotai Herbour.
i Sub Lieutenant P.L.Lemaire H.A.N.V.R. Jjolned ship hn the morning of
th- 27th.November after taking passage in "Cowra' and efter the transe
fer of Armement Stores Liesutenmant M.F.Hackay R.A.N.R. took passage
by es¥ to Mams Is.on the following day to take up his appointment

in H.M.A.S,"iustralia”.

II. Thursday,30th.November. Japanese aireraft again bombed the airstrip
on Morotal in the early hours of the morning.
At II00 "Broome" S.0.%. proceeded to Biak in company with H.M.A.S.
"Cowra" escorting U.S.S."Iuray Viectory".

I2. The Worsle of the ship's company naturally received a considerable
set back as a result of the acts of sabotage which have ﬁlﬂé‘-
Bat 'm.. the departure from Hollandia the men have worked well and
appear quite happy. It 1s believed that the trouble has stopped and
I ean only put the nom&.nu down to subversive agitation on the part
of the ratings removed from the ship. But no evidence was obtalned
during the investigation which was sufficiently strong to charge any
rating in connection with this matter.
The Conduct of the ship's company has been excellent,only a few
ménor punishments being awarded during the month,
The ship's company health has been falr. Rather a lot of boils have
been in evidence end one case of suppressed Malaria with Fluetuating
temperatures® has required hospital treatment. This mild case has
occured although the patient had been taling Atebrin as directed.
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Re of Progesdings ---= November 1944,

e
&P
Q'8 MONTHLY FIGURES Jeee NOVEMBER,I044.

2824+8 miless

A‘!’El‘lg. diltﬂnﬂ‘ p&r tﬂn ﬂ'f ﬁl.l o - - 7'3 Ilu..-

H/N’ Total Figures since 25th. st, I .

Total distance steamed —m——mm———smmen 1 TLL4&*0 n!illl- :

‘Total average 8peed eeesmccccnesewee=-=-e 97 knots, ,
Total time under way Pp——————— LT Nl 1 mins,

' -
P e - /M“A
| | & ._II __ 1 - . "

FM . AN Y S
£ COMMANDING OFFICER.

Coples to: Naval Boarde.

Commander (B) -
l-H..A.S-'Mn

The Secretary, /
Naval Board, |
MELBOURNE,

Submitted for the information of the Naval Board.,

2. The report of sabotage in H.M.A,S. "BROOME" is being
investigated.

\

L ’ -
A/CAPTAIN R.A.N.
NAVAL OFFICER IN CHARGE

NBW GUINBA,

OFFICE OF THE N.0.I.C.
NEW GUINEA, MADANG,
1 .mmmh 1L 5.

3

F.R. 231/43/5.
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at nm' S5th Hovember, with
Qart .:dnl -ottlum Mm
er |
0915 This lutmam contimed until 05001,
‘- lovember, and then from 0900 to 1400 6th November. A1l »a
, questiocned during this periocd, sworn statements, after belng
warned that they were not to do so. One |

it this aet
At 14151, Sth November, ton of the whole Ship!

the oot being to fix the movements of
menbor of the’ Ship?s , 5th
Hovenbore

between the times 0915 and 10151,
23001 Sth dovember, the movemonts of the Ship's
| fow ceses where no gonfirma
tion, 1t
bin aft from

winehe _
Throe of these four rat
ar thrac. This

jons, it 1= considered that

ings, definitely suspegied, and two or thres

had to somult this aet of sabotage.
| _mt,mthhll in all eases, and
e conclusions or deglisions can De resched ut

with reference to the set of sabotage com:itted in the
t, little information can De discoverad. The motor

in the boat, cannot be surs whether the matches were
ssod before or after he was ia the Doat,

e SR - - 3 -
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REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS -~ OCTOBER, I944.

Submitted 3
For the information of the Naval Board the following
Letier of Procecdings of H.M.A.S. "Broome" for the month of Oct-

.w] I944.
£+ Ist October. On sage from Madang to Hollandia in company
'i“ l-"‘wﬂ'-."lz’k'n . " and P.C. I022 uﬂﬂh&
convey consist of U.5.5, ns" dook, U.5.5. "Cable"

towing dock and ba Ue3.8. "Sekong" and A.R.L. 4I towing a
barge. At 1225 "Otus" lost her tow, recov it at I540 when
she proceeded agaln. Convoy entered Humboldt at I430 the same day
day and escorts carried out an A/S patrol off the entrance to

the harbour. At I640 vessel entered harbour and secured alonge

gide U.S8.8., "Villa Lobas"” and commenced fuelling. |

3. 2nd and 3rd October. At 0600 on the 2nd Ogtober "Broome" cast
off from "Villa Lobas" and ceedcd to anchor in Hollandie Baye.
The ship remained in port the following day.

4, 4th « 9th October. At I805 vesmsel preceeded in with
Hdl A.8, o" on passage to Maffin Bay. At 0645 on 5th Ost-
ober arrived off Maffin Bay. At 0745 convoy consist of S.8a,

"George Flanders", "Mana", "Robert C. Grier", "louis Sullivaen"
"I:I.lm- He Gray", ™i.B. Ldgm". "John Mert" and B.F. Irvine
was formed and course was set for liorotail, "Bendigo"™ acting as

3-0-31
day H.M.A.S. "Townsville" joined the cen~

At 0700 the following | _
voy off Soredo Lagoon as additional escert. At I on 7th Octe
proceeded to Austerdam Island and

ober "Bendigo" detached and
. convoy with H.M.A.8. "Latrobe" as

at I540 r<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>