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Subject..... RERORT...OF. PROCEEDTINGS i s

@ummunmealtb of Qust

Submitted: -

 Herewith HMAS BATHURST'S report of
proceedings for period lst November

to %0th November 1945 inclusive.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

A summary of

miles steamed, oil fuel

consumed ete, is appended.

Copies have also been forwarded to

SENIOR OFFIC!
FLOTILLA.

ER 21st MINESWEEPING

.'I-.-
: - -“
- . - _‘h.
b

T A Y. T Tsut CoORTFTRINT)
Commanding Officer.
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HMAS _BATHURST %é

LETTER _OF PROCEEDINGS COMMENCING 1st NOVEMBER 1945

on lst November Bathurst was on passage to Hong Kong, and
arrived there at 08401 that day, HMS WAGER was observed on a parallel
gourse at 07201, in the vieinity of Lamtong Light,and four Algerine
class sweepers were passed in the Rathong Channel.

Bathurst ceparted Hong Kong at 16321 on November 2nd,after
embarking mail and stores for the Flotilla, and oms officer of the
RN Film unit,Sub Lieut(SpBr) G L K Denyers RNVR.

Bathurst arrived SWATUW at 100SE 3rd November without further
incident, and after discharging stores and mail %o ships there,
departed for Amoy at 1623E the same day, arriving there at C742H on
4th November without further incident, and remeined at anchor there
during 5th November discherging stores and nalls to the other
sweepers.

Recommencsd sweeping operations with Flotilla on November 6th
and although no mines were swept, on returning to harbour Ballarat
set off either an acoustic or magnetic mines, which exploded close
astern of her end ahead of Bathurst, next in line astern.

Bathurst and remaining ships hauled out of line to avolid falling
debris,and then stood by to assist Ballarat, who had suffered
steering gear damage, but no other apparent defects, and no
casualties. Other ships returmed to anchorage at 1745H, and
Ballerat was towed in and berthed by Bendigo.

At 0S45I 7th November Flotilla, negative Ballarat, again
procesded Lo sweeplng area in Formosa gtrait but no mines were swept,
and ships returned to harbour, anchoring at 1740H same day.

Sub Lieut (SpBr)G L K Denyers RNVR was discharged to Bendigo for
return passage to Hong Kong having completed his duties in Amoy.

Flotilla remsined in harbour until 0900H llth November when
all ships except Ballarat sailed for Homg Kong en route to Australia.

Bathurst end remaindsr of Flotilla arrived Hong Kong at 11001
12 November without further incident, and remained there fuelling
and storiag until 09001 on Hovember 15th when all units sailed
for Moretai, Ballarat having arrived from Amoy on November 13th.

Oon arrival HWong Kong Floitlla WMedical Officer was discharged to
Resouree but rejoined before sailing.

Whilst on passage several U.S Merchant ships were encountered
on the Phillipine Islands coast, and some Rarge traffie in the
vieinity of Zamboanga on November 20th. On this date all ships
transferred hand mail to and from Ballarat whilst under way at Sea.
Other than the above, passage was witnout inclident, and flotilla
arrived Morotai at 15041 on 22nd November. On arrival Morotai
Flotilla Medical Officer was discharged to HM/ S GILOLO for air passage
to Hong Kong. |

After embarking one Naval officer,8 navel ratings, S AILF officers
and 12 other ranks Bathurst sasiled from Norotai in company with
remainder of Flotilla at 13301 ea November 23rd on passage to
Thursday Islaad.

Passage was without incident until 08101 on 25th November when
Fremantle and Burnle were detached to proeceed o Darwin and other
Australian ports. 3

At 20001 26th Novewber Tocwoomba was detached to procsed %o NDarwin
with urgent case of slokness on board and at 09451 oveuber 27th
Calrns was detached to proceed to Merauke. Clocks were advanced
to "K" time &t aldnight November 27th.

Flotilla arrived Thursday lsland at 1338K hovember Zoth and in
entering harbour Bethurst fouled bBuoy moorings in starboard screw.
Remainder of Flotilla sailed for Townsville at 163(K same G&y,
but were later reported to be standing by the stranded US tanker

"Pine Creek"”.

Toowoomba arrived Thursday Island 0610K on 20th. Work of clearing

Bathurst screw was carried out by Port Diving Officer, but diffioculty

was experienced by divers with strong tidal streams, and work was

not completed until 1530K on November 30th, when ship proceeded

alongside for fuel,water and stores. Two Neval officers and 2

paval ratings were embarked for passage %o Australia.

No damage was suffered by Bathurst as a result of fouling of Buoy
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GENERAL

The health and morale of snips company
eontinues to be satisfactory,aliliough just after
leaving the Chiua Station two mild cases of
venereel disecse becams apparent.

| The maein engines and boilers continue
satisfactorily. At 30th November 899 hours had
been steamed since last cleaning. The Southern
Crosg Diesel unit has Leen inoperative since 28th
October owing to & leaking fSrankcase
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NOVEMBER

Mileage 3742.6

0il fuel consumed $60.5 tons

Diesel ™ " S50 tons

Days in commission 30

Days at sea 21

Average apeed 10.2 knots
" hours under way 364 10/60

Miles per ton fuel i2.8

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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epartment of The Naby.

f 1 Roypal Qustralian Naby. - ATER

From . COMMANDING OFFICER HMAS BATHURST

e P
Date....... NDV%berg’thRefereme O i e ‘Z“S et
To SECKEATRY NAVAL BOAKD oo

%{ Subject. REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS . . . oo

Submitted;

Herewith HMAS BATHURST'S report of
proceedings for period 1lst October to 3lst
October 1945 inclusive.

A summary of miles steamed, oll fuel
consumed etc, is appended.

Copies have also been forwarded to
senior officer 2lst Minesweeping Flotilla.

7Y ... .Lieut Comdr(RANR)

Gommanding Officer.
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At 0700 item October 1lst, Bathurst depurted in compsny with
Bellaeret,vildwpw,lestlem: ine, Ffrem:ntle, Burnie, Toowooubsa ,Maryboroush,
Bandigu.Goulboum for NMirs Buy to coumence  sweeping operations,

| arriving therc &t 1000 item scme day cnd omt.noing sweeping at

| once. 41l sweeping cerried out in "G" formation, Batourst
sweepling 4 mines, cnd sochored in Nirs Bey d}ﬁmsé_],: Sils

 Operctions were continued on Cetober,:nd, an e JWey
Bethurst, Flotlilla anchoring &t 11.:&3 11;4 o.lng to itre

Operations were continued on Uctober S5:d, B&tmst- sw.eplhg

2 mines end sgein enchored Mirs Bey «t 19550 11;&3;; _;g day.

On Qetober 4th sweeping wes continued in Buthurat
sweeping one mine, cnd at 1445 item Flotills, having gl
proceceded to Bles Bay wnd swept chaunel to hnuharﬂ:g _-"_ -

&t 1814 item semc day.

On S5th. Cotober flotille co.menced sweepling entrunge to Bivs Bey,
Bethurst = ing three¢ mipnes, and ¢t 1101 :I.tm f, B '{; ._
sweepling, returncd to -ong Kong, erriving there Without further
ineldcnt m, 1544 1tem seme day, &nd reusining there. until Getober
10th when st 0700 item Llotille proceedcd on p-sSsage | ) LHOY¥ b

axrriving thege - ml.thnut incident &t 1200 How llith ﬁa,___'u_ gm ‘ﬁz_ o &

sweeplng nf sproaches commenced on Cctober lhih M”‘th |
corried on during Gatubar lsth but no wines were sngounted, vnd |
ylotiil: returned to anchorege off .moy at 160 Hm ﬁ .'
there until 0615 om October 1Oth wihen sweeplng was FUGOLILS : one
\ QH

wine belng detontcted in Goulburn's sweey. rlotille &uGhoz

Amoy &t 1615 How scme day. nemuined tnera untlli ! _' m ‘Uotpber 18th
wihen sweeplng wcs recommenced, end continued duriﬁj_; iﬁy wﬂ.ﬂmut -
result, rlotliila returning to hurbour ot 133%H.

weeping carried out egsin from O830H Oetober 'ﬁ'f'.: nd &
throughout z25rd and Z4th without result, rlotilla n.m ¢ B
sgein at 1403 on =4th. | s

ifter remeining in Amoy ZO0th Cctober swee
during 26th October Irom 08S5UH to 1915H, rema n&Mo
and 28th Cotober, sweeplng was carried out ageln without
Z9th October from 0550& to 1800H.,

| it O550H 30th Cctober Bathurst weighed &nd de on passage
to Hong Kong vie owatow, erriving Swatow et 1720H same day,
without further incldent. «~t 1500H omn 3lst ﬂotubw &mmu
depurted Jwetow for Hong Konge. | ;

i

puring sweeping operstions outside m;r and im
Formose Strelt continuess bad weather hes been nuwutared
during the latter half of each day.

The heelth end morule of ship's compuny ocontinues
to be setisfectory, no venerul diseuscs or tropicul diseases .
having occured. R e

' The condition of the hull is good. The mechinery, and

boilers huve given no trouble except for o few mh:or defnn.

A Medlical Officer, surgeon REleutenant Giﬂd?i:BJIH. L(HWVR
was losned from "kt OUkCL" for duty with the Flotille whilst
cwuy from Long Kong. This Officer hes been borne in Bathurst and
hus rendered velueble service to the Flotl | 2% §
detached duty.

— - -—a - - — - S— —— e, =
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OCTOBER SINCE COMMISSIONING

OlL FUEL CONSUMED 149.87 tons 11,081.47
DIESEL FUEL " 3.21 tons 124,18
DAYS IN COMMISSION 31 1760
DAYS AT SEA 18 960

AVERAGE SPEED 11.08  9.99
HOURS UNDERWAY 145 16,461 50/60
MILES PER TON FUEL 13.37 14.03
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Rapdl Qustralian Naby. coTn | ATER”

COMMANDING OFFICER HMAS BATHURST i =~ @ & '~

From ...

-
Date......... OGtOberstey’ereme N a.ﬂ.ﬂ/é-’{‘ﬂ'
To SECRETARY NAVAL BOARD

Pt e s e P R T TR L R LR R o

St BIRORE N RO e i

Submitted:

Herewitih HMAS BATHURST'S report of
proceedings for period 1st Septeuwber to 3Uth
Septmber 1945 iuclusive.

A summary of wiles steamed, 01l fuel
consumed etc, 1s appended.

Coplies have &also Deen forwarded to
SENIOR OFFICER 21st MINESWE.PING FLOTILLA

d;l- a .M.‘ . s.Lieut Comdr (RH.NR)
Commanding Cflicer.

o,
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Note: All times are "item™ unless ctiiervlse stated,

On September 1st Bathurst remaired st enchor off Tamken Island
awalting shipping requiring to be led in to Hong Kong, and early
GeM. was jolned orn staetior by H.M. submerine "Seotsman".,

AV 0757 on September 2nd weighed and rroceeded to rendezvous
&t see with HNME VENIRABLE sad ewbark perty for werk in Navel
Embarked perty st 1045 and proceeded into harbour,
Frewentle taking cver duty ot Temkan Isleand, Whilst on passage
& single Orcpesa sweep was carried ocut elong line of Dans from Able
to Beker without result. 4 boom mooring buoy which had been reporte
adrift was sighted and towed into harbour. Anchored off Dockyard
at 1929 saxe day end disenberked party, vremalning there ell next day
and until 1845 on the 4th when Bethurst wes ordered to Kowloon to
asslst to quell rioting and looting in Dockyard srea., Armed parties
lended and patrodled ares ellotted throughout the night.

During the night saboteurs cut sdrift four mo.or oll lighters and
these were redovered by Bathurst's motor boat snd secured alongside

At 0900, an armed perty frau Bathurst entered and took possession
of Cosmopolitan Dockyard sud adjacent aress Iram Japenese garrison,
énd was relieved by R.A.F. contingent at 1945 same day. DBeathurst
illumineted the dockyard duxring the nights of 4th and 5th.

Slipped from APC company vharf at 1120 on the 6th September and
returned %o eunchorage off Hong Eong, remaining there until 1545 on
Jeptember 8th whan Streshen wes relleved on Crsen Island patrol.
Bathurst remesined on ureen Islend pairol until 0G0 on 10th September
when she wes withdrawn and proceeded to sweep with double Orepesa a
channel from Tathong ligat to Stanl ey Day 1ln preparation for
emberkation end trensfer of internees from Stanley Cemnp to Eupress
of Australle, Remsined st anchor in Stenley Bay until 1747 same day
when,hoving embarked 234 clviliens internees Bathurst weighed amnd
proceeded alongside Bupress of Austrealla i Junk Bay to discharge
Same. On campletion of disemberketion at 2030 anchored in Junk Bay.

At 0645 1llth Septeuber welghed and proceeded lnto Hong Kong and
anchcred lLhere antil 0905 on léth cepltember, proceeding thence
alongside doeckyard wall for Boller cliean.

Boiler clesn completed st 1700 19th September snd at 0630 on 20th
Spptember slip ed irom doekyerd and progesded in company with Burnie
Mildurs,Castlemaine,Strahen, Fremantle Bendigo and Lauunceston to
sweep area in Tathong Channel. No n.{nu were swept durieg the
operation and ships anchored for night in Junk Bay at 1635,

Un September 2Zlst weather was too bad for sweeplng end ships returned
to Hong Kong erilving eand anchoring at 1517.

Bathurst remained ut anchor until 0655 September 24th when proceeded
in ecmpeny with Meryborough sné Coulburn to dump depthcharges et sea,
r“nnfng to Hong Kong snd anchoring st 1759, Un return passage to
Hong Kong H.M. shipsinson; Venerable end Indcuitsble snd 5 destroyers
were observed proceedin: to ses.

At 0745 Ceptember 25th Bathurst proceeded in company with Ballsrat
Maryborough end Toowoouba Lo sweep Repulse Bay. A4t 1609 Bathurst
returned to liong Kong to embark geer for removing an obstruetion
éncountered in Repulse Bay. At 1030 September 26th Bathurst retuwmed
to Repuise Bay comnenced reaising of obstruction which consisting
of en anchored boom composed of logs trung together with serrated sweeg
wire. About three quarters of boom hed been reised and destroyed

wh ¢ led to E B.angarriﬂ.ng there at 1940
seme ﬁ&;’;‘“%’fﬁ.l’ -y "ti“h'l; until ofgt ctober.
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GLo shiad
ihe health of the ships company coutinues t¢ be excellent

with no sign of any tropical diseave. lorsle and conduect
are good, &and tuere has been no sign of the tendency to

" Ease Down" which might be reazonably expected to occur
on cescation of & long pariod‘ of hostilities.

The hull is in good condition, end maein engines, bollers,

auxillisry end upper deeck mechinery continues to be without
fault.
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e 4.9 15500835

| OIL FUEL CONOUMED 108,02 10951..60

; BaYe IR ¢ :

| ORIl ION S50 ivee
AVIRAGE & PRED V734 S8
NOURS URpTENAY 45 30/80 18316 50/60
NILES PER TON MmL b L 14.08
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2l Commontvealth of Australia.

& Bepartment of The Naby.

Ropal Qustralian Naby.

142 /45
Date....... m September Reference N ﬂ/ A e st

-----------------------------------

'* Command ing Officer
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Letter of

proceedings commencing lst August 19405,

Bathurst departed Darwin at 0505IK on lst August to search
for Spitfire aircraft seen to crash in sea previous afternoon.
After unsuccessful search Bathurst was recalled to Darwin arriving
there at 0830IK on 2nd August and remaining there until 5th August.

Departed Darwin at 0630IK on 5th August in company with HMAS
Katoomba (S/0) escortingdXS ship Augustinge Heard (Convoy DMl) on
passage to Morotai. Whilst on passage passed HMAS BURDEKIN and
one US Tanker in Clarence Strait and HMAS Moresby was observed
carrying out hydrogrephic survey in viecinity Cape Don on August
5th and on August 8th one RAAF bearfort and four US Liberators
circled convey. Identities were exchanged with HMAS GLENELG
at 2030 IK same day.

At 1200I on August 9th Augustine Heard was detached for onward
passage to Leyte and Katoomba and Bathurst arrived Morotai at 16301
seme day without further incident.

Bathurst remained Morotai until l4th August, carrying out Guard
duty at position Baker on 12th and 13th August.

At 1300 ZTitem on August 1l4th departed Morotai escorting SS
Both on passage to Balik Papan. At 1700 i on August 16th
Bathurst was diverted to Subic Bay via Samboanga arriving Zamboanga
at 2030 item on 17th August.

HMAS Mildura and Fremantle arrived Semboanga 0800 item on the
18th and tenker not having arrived small quantity of fuel received
from ship in harbour and all three ships departed at 2000 item
same day, being joined at 2030 item by Broome. Whilst on passage
to Subic Bay numerous convoys of L.S.T's were encountered.

All ships arrived Subic Bay at 1435 i 20th August and reported
to Senior Officer 8th Submarine Flotilla in HMS MAIDSTONE,
remeining Subic Bay until 24th August during the forenoon of which
Bathurst and Mildura carried out M.S trials.

Again on 25th Mildura, Bathurst and Castlcmaine exercised
sweeping in formation with Fremantle and Strehah as Danlayers,
returning to harbour on completion.

After a conference on board HMS INDOMITABLE on 26th, Bathurst
gsailed from Subie at 0600 i on 27th on passage to Hong Kong in
company with all other A.M.S's ,Maidstone, Prince Robert and 8th
submarine Flotilla.

On 28th Carrter and cruiser force(Indomitable,Venerable,
Swiftsure,Euryalus and four destroyers)joined cogpany.

On 29th squadron arrived off Tamkan island through 356 mile
long channel swept by Mildura,Bathurst and Castlemaine and
anchored in an area swept by Mildura Bathurst and Castlemaine,
north of the island.

On 30th August, Bathurst and other sweepers swepl channel into
Hong Kong, and then Mildura and Bathurst accompanied Swiftsure,
flying flag of Rear Admiral Harcourt RN, Euryalus. Prince Robert
two destroyers and 2 submarines into Hong Kong harbour. During
remainder of the day and night anti sabotage and antli suicide boat
measures were carried out.

At 1330 T on August 31st Bathurst weighed and proceeded to Tamka)
(Temkan) island to await and lead in through Swept channel shipping
proceeding into Hong Kong.

GENERAL
| Health and morale of ships company continues satisfact-
orily, with a complete absence of any tropical diseasse. The
conduct of the ships company is also most satisfactory.
The machinery and Bull aré both... ina satisfectory
coendition. _ pam———
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Mileage

0il fuel consumed
Diesel " 5

Days in commission
Days at sea
Average speed
Hours under way

miles perton fuel

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

AUGUST
3472.2

273.67 tons
2.17 tons

31

21

10.5

330 20/60

15467

SINCE COMMISSIONING
02,509,

10,823, 58
118.07
1699
932
9.37
16271 20/60
15.02
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£t 43539 3 ‘/

A Rogal Australion Namy. n"f ,

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

Nn._ﬂ.’.! GL 2 69/81 *

Office of N-O-I.Ct,
New Guinea., Madang,
10 July, 1945,

The Secretary,
Naval Board, | £
MELBOURNE . /

JAL%J HelloAfS e "BATHURST" -~ REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
- JUNE 1945,

Submitted for the information of the Naval Board,

S

A/Captain, ReA.N.
Naval Officer in Charge,
New Guinea.
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° HolMofAoS. ___ BATHURST

Letter of Proceedings couxencing lst Jume,
quoted,unless otherwise indicated, "Item™ i.e.zcne mimus 9)
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The Nonltk and morele of the ships ecewpeny is considered to
and oontianues to @

The meschirery ie e patiefeeiory dm—tae—Seblebattody Bk
condition, but the huli reguires sorapisag anu paintiug below the
waterline.
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; 146,661.45
10,883.44 tons

Diesel ol Se14 tous

15,717.18
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e 4 Qﬁnmmunmcaltb of Qugtralia._
' Bepartmut of The Naby.

\
el

1.l""~ 16141" -_ =

~ Ropal Qustralian RNaby.

- .- 'I‘I"G O"FIC.tm HMoAeDs BATl-iUl-LEST R -
From ...... RN T i s, o S :

Dale..... i .HE lst ... Reference No... 76/ ik ORI © - S

T QLCLLMY INﬂVAL anhD >

1o

Subios . JEFORTEOE FROCERRNIS

Submitted ;-
Herewith H.M.A.S. Bathurst's Report
of proceedings for period lst lay
to 3lst May 1945 inclusive.

A summary of miles steamed, 01l fuel
consumed etc, is gppended.

........-.Actlng Lieut Comdr RANR
Commgnding Officer. '
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15tiM&y.

2nd lay

ard lMay

4th lMay

oth Mgy

6th Mgy

7th lMay

8th May

9th May

loth May

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY %/ :
| BEQATRINATE
i '}TF%

At Mios Woendi, anchored in position C. DBoiler cleaning aﬁd
minor engine repairs. Inspection of A/S and Redmr Equipment.
by Base Staff from Plabtypus.

At Mios Voendi. Boiler cleaning and minor engine repairs.
Gerral A/S repeirs and msintenanes V/S exercisees carried out
with other ships im port. 12 Pdr gu¥ drill. Also gll
opportunities were taken for boatwork and lending of
recreationgl parties during non working hours. Iunspection of
apmgment by FPlatypus Staff. 1100 cleared lower deck and read
Articles of War

At Mios Woendi boiler cleaning. PFPlatypus diving party cleaned
secrewS. A/S inspection carried out by Platypus Staff.
Exercised D/C thrower crews at reloading drill.

Engineroom and machinery inspection by Platypus Staff and
instruction of D/C crews and reloading drill for D/C thrower
crews. 12 Pdr gun drill. V/S exercises with other ships.
Exercised damage and Fire control parties. Echo sounding gear
overhauled by meintensnce staff. 1405 Clesr lower Deck

t0 read three warrents. 1500 weighed and proceed Bisgk.

1822 anchored off signal station Sorido. During dog watches
instruction of ships company in use of pistols and Thompson
sub meachine guns.

1240 weiched and proceeded Mios Woendi. 1500 anchored in pos
ition C Mios Woendi.

0650 weighed end proceeded glongside Tanker Villa Lobos for

0il fuel. 0940 completed fuelling and slipped from Tenker

eand proceeded with DBowen in company en route Bjak Island.
ax@xanehnrex 1005 ordered to anchor close to Flatypus, Bowen
proceeded lindependently. 1050 weighed and proceeded to Bjak
Island. 1350 anchored in position 24 at Blak. 1400 gttended
convoy conference in P.D Bigk's office. 1645 weighed and
proceeded in company with Mildure(S/0) end Bowen to escort

convoy BG 936 to lMorotsl. Dawn and dusk action stations exercise
daily whilst on passage.

During middle watch an e@xtremely heavy tropical rsin storm was
encountered with visibility nil, but all convoy and escort
maintained station. During dark hours LST 565 was detached
by Commocore of Convegy. for return to Biak. At dawn action
stations carried out practice control run with guns crew to
exercise T/S and communication numbers. Exercised D/C thrower
crews*'at reloading drill,

0719 Bathurst was detached for return to Mios Voendi. At 0830
news of Germany's surrender was received. 1100 cleasred lower
deck for short address on German surrender snd thanksgiving
prayers. Carried out reloading drill with D/C throwers crews
egnd at 1700 fired one five charge pattern whéelw in dumy A/S
atback in sccordance withCCNC 122/44. >

0917 exchanged identity with HMAS COOTALUNDRA. 1130 hands
piped down to celebrate VE dgy plus one. 1203 secured
alongside Tanker Villa Lobos gt Mios Woendi for oil fuel. 1347
slipped and proceeded 1417 enchoredin position C gt Mios

Woendi.

Exercised Fire and damage control parties. 1200 weighed and
proceeded glongside lMombgh for water and stores at 1210, .1353
slipped and proceeded Biak. 1554 passed Cootaguundrs on
opposite course. 1639 anchored off signal station Sorido.
Collected sailing and convoy orders from P.D's office¥ and
embarked four AIF officers for passsge to Ven Heuse. 1721

eighed d procecded. 1735 transferred officers to Ven Illeuse
gnd%rncggd to0 take stetion ahead of convoy. 1 convoy
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ﬂ&y 10th DBG 537 proceeded en route for liorotali. Dawn and dusk action
stations exercised whilst on passage. -

May 1lth 0310 HMAS Coot amundra joined convoy. 0445 obteined Radar
contact and investigated seme, ships were US army craft P 280
and one other in company. 0550 rejoined convoy. 1630 carried
out D/C thrower reloeding drill, exercised D/C party setting
patterns. 12 Pdr guns crew 0 gundrill, ZExercised sights
setter, T/S and communication numbers.

Mey 1l2th 1007 detached from convoy to proceed and investigate 7 surface
craft apprearing on port quarter. Ships were one U.S escort

déstroyer and 6 L.S.T's Senior Officer escortd informed and

rejoined convoy. 1630 Exercised damage and fire control

par'bi S e

llay 13th 0612 screened astern of couvoy whilst ships entered Morotai.
herbour. 0740 anchored off Navy Dock. 0903 weighed and
proceeded to take up stationary patrol at position B. 1002
enchored in position B at immediate notice. 1630 carried out
D/C thrower relosding drill.

May l4th Carrying out staetionary patrol in position B at lMorotal. 12
Pdr gun drill. DNothing further to report.

Meay 15th Carrying out duties of ready ship in statiomary patrolat positior
B, Exercised control end communications numbers end sight
setters for 12 rfdr gun. IExercised D/C throwers crews.

ey 6th Kelieved on petrol ab position B by HMAS Cowra at 0800,
0913 weighed snd proceeded, anchoring close to Platypus et 0935,
1520 weighed and procecded to anchorsge off Ngvy Dock and
collected convoy orders at 1l6lS. 1705 weighed end proceeded in
| compeny with Stawell and Cootamundre &s cscort ot convoy GB
n60., 1800 exercised action stations, thence also at dawn
znd dusk throughout passage. 2145 obtained echo wiich was
classified ss doubtful, but possible submarine. S/0 escort
was informed, snd attack carried out. Five charge pattern
set to Depth setting D was dropped at 2199. Contact wes XBEE
Pegoined and at 2221 a second 5 charge pattern was fired.
Contact was lost at 2225 and alter cruising in the ereg for
approximately hall an nour ship was ordered to rejoim convoy
at 22850, My report of 1l7th Mgy tO Com(D) FPlabtypus also
refers. OStandard report also forwarded. to Rusheutter.,

May 17th 0250, Kejoilned convoy and To0K up position S unt%l daglight
. gnd then proceeded to position O ab 0550, Exercise carried
out during the day. Ammunition supply parties exercised, D/C
thrower crews exercised im reloading drill, gll communicgtion
numbers exerfised, supply pertles cerried ouv drill of hoisting
gmmunit ion £rom megasines and shell rocm e uupsr deck, R/ 0"S
brought from lower storsge, 12 TAr gun CIew $0 gun drkdl.
359 H.S Coctammidra detachied for passage independently €O

gk

liay 18th 130C convoy dispersed and Bathurst then proceedsd in company
with Staewell en route Mios Voendl. During dsy D/C throwers
crews exercised, and gb 1700 Oerlikon gnd Bofors crews
fired gt ster shell fired by Stawell.

May 19th 0630 entered Lios Woendi legoon aud secured alongside Villa
Lobos for oil &t 0650. 0845 completed oiling having ewbarked
108 tous 0906 slipped from tanker and suchored off signal

smren et U949, Carried out minor mein engine repelrs and embarked
. stores fram shore and amunition from FoYang.

Mey 20th At anchor kios Woendi. 08901 weighed aud proceecded, Owing 10

| sudden heavy Tain squall anchored again close %O 'j:*a':fe_mg. 0854 y
— weighed and proceeded en route Soridos snchored off Signal
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May 24th

May 25th

May 26th

Mgy &27th

May 28th

May 29th

Mgy 30th

RECTR|OTED

Bigk as Guard ship. Carried out 12 Fdr gunm drill

0800 Stawell assumed duty shlp Bathurst reverted four hours
notice. Exercised Daunage and Fire control parties and D/C
throwers crews.

Exercised D/C throwers crews. IBExercised gection stations.

Embarked one Australian Navel Officer One AILF ofTicer and 6
other ranks for gassaga to liorotal. 1736 weighed and proceeded
in company with Stawell as escort to convoy BG 541 . Dusk and
dawn action statlons exercised whilst on passage to liorotal.

0220 Cootgnundrg joined convoy as gdditional escort. 0925
galned mn 4/S contact in Lat 00 06' 30" § 134 04' 30" E

The contact was classified by the A/S officer, H.3.D. and an 4/S
officer borme for passage as & sSubmerine. Senior officer

escort waes informed snd attack carried out. A Tive chgarge
pattern depth setting D was.dropped et 0930, a second pattern

on regaining contact at 094l, snd a third at 0952. By this
thime Stawell had joined in hunt, but feiled to obtain contact.
Bathurst lost contact at dropping of last Pattern agnd faeiled to
regain it. Bathurst and Stawell then carried out operstion
Observent without result. At 1040 Stawell left to rejoln convoy
and Bgthurst wes ordered to continue segrch for 24 hours.
Copntact wes not regeined asnd all wreckage and floatling matter
was investigated without result. A Sjuare search was then
commenced. At 2320 challenged and exchsnged iddentities with
HMAS Bubbtmyy towing one A.S.R. boat. All anrmaent was kept
mannedthroughout the dark hours.

Signel received informing me that Cowra, Townsville, and Stuart
were proceeding to gssist in search. Townsville unable to join
owing to lack of fuel., Stuart feliled to join. Cowra Jjoined sat
1230, At 1800 received instructions fram Com(D) to abandon searck
if no further contacts made and return Joendl for fuel. AC

1830 proceeded slong convoy route to Sorido. Exercised 12 Fdr
gun drill, smmunition dmxk supply numbers, and control and -
communication numbers during forenoon. Details of A/S attack
were reported separately to Com(D) and Rushcutter.

Proceeding to Woendi Cowra in company. Closed Bigk and contacted
Rockhampton, enguiring when Bathurst and Cowra would be required
for ﬁuty{uun?qy?, no reply forthcoming. 1730 Bathurst and
Cowrs eecured slongside Villa Lobos and commenced olling.

0632 slipped from Villa Lobos and proceeded to Woendi for fresh
water securing alongside YW 84 at 0710. Vhilst alongside PD
Wwoendi requested passage to lMorotal for two USN officers who were
embarked at 0930. Concompletion of watering slipped and |
proceeded to Diesel fuel dolphins at Noesi island. Slipped and
proceeded from dolphins and proceeded to Sorido and anchored
there at 1628.

0840 Lieut Frame RANVR discharged for sir passage to Morotsal.
0845 Junee arrived and sailed for Woendi to fuel with orders to
return on completion of fuelling. ZExercised Iire Damage
Control parties. Exercised Action =tations.

Exercised action stations end D/C thrower crews. 1400 Junee retur
returned from Woendfh and gssumed duty ship at 1600. 1500 Cowra
departed with one troopship en route Morotai.

1600 assumed duty ship. Exercised AA guns crews and D/C
thrower crews.
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3let Hay 0005 P.D. Biak requested Duty ship to proceed to investigate
Redar contact in position 251 degs 18 miles from Sorido Signal
station. Bathurst weighed at 0025 and proceeded on & search
after ordering Junee to teke over as duty ship. 0100
exchanged identity with PoYang end at 0115 with US Merchant
ship John Sedgewick. Neither ship had any interference or
sightings in the area to be searched, Coltinued search till
deylight without result esnd returned Bisk, anchoring at 0739
Reported details of search to PD Biak. Action stgtions closed
up during search gnd D./C thrower crews exercised.
Reassumed duty ship on arrival back at Biak until 1630

GEMERAL REMARKS

The hegltlh of the ships company has been excellent during Msy
idf except for a few cases of smgll cuts and gbrasions which became
slightly infected. There has been no signs of any tropical

diseases.
Genergl moragle of the ship's compeny has very considerably
| improved since being in an operational area.
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lMilleage 2900.,2

0il fuel consumed 269.75 tons
Diesel fuel " © 2pS8 tons

Days in commission 31

Dagys at wes el
ﬁverage SPGEd LU bl
Hours under way 280 ¢70

SLNCE COMMISSICNING

144,262.95
10,071 .95 tons
111l tons

1607

881

0ed2

15,475.15
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#ROIM Comnanding Officer, HMA"- "BAR _
DATE lst February 1944. g bt B o B
' o \?r.)if ey | : ,...
TO Secretary, Augtralian Commonwealth Navy Board. =3
(Through Captain A¢B.C. Escort Force.)
%M LS §l‘§ﬁ) \f}
'1 SUBJECT : Report of Proceedings - Januar
|
1]
|
| ou,
| L
| : | ‘s b 3 ‘
LL. f’_‘:-.gf)%.é,;r-a {% sed herewith repert -of proceedings
$ ... govering period lst January 1944 to 3lst . January

/ “rd L3944,
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The Secretary to the
: - Australian Commonwealth Navy Board,
.  Melbourmee

_ "

(e TER - serveraea
¥
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AL

Arabian=Bengal=Ceylon Escort rorce,
Colomboe
15th Felruary, 1%
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APPENDIX,
HMAS "BATHURST".

3lst January 1944.

JAN UARY L944.

Mileage : 341.2. Fuel oil used: 213.217. tons.
Diesel oil : ;.59 tons.
H Days in commission: 31. Days at sea : i &7 2
igh: 315.48
Average speed . 10.8 xnots. Hours under weigh: 3 5'35.

WM
"

gince Commissioning.

Mileage . 111, 064.3. Fuel o0il used : 7517.27 tonms.

Diesel oil: 85.371 tons.
Days in commission : 1151, Days at sea : 666.

Average speed : 9.49 knots. Hours under weigh: 11697.%%

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO/3510



/ﬁﬂmﬂm Mﬁ.m, H.E.bﬂ- "mt;mwt's* hpm‘t aated 1st Jam, 19hdee )

 Nos 125154
Secretary to #he Australian Com

Forwarded.

| m o y $gd: R. G. TYHELWELL

i2th Janvary, 19k CAPTAT, R.lleRs
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“hau COMMANDING OFFICER, H.M.A.S. "BATHURST™, /
DATE - '
TO

: 18t. JANUARY, 419l

SECRET/RY, AUSTRALTAN COMICNWEALTH NAVY BOARD,
THROUGH Captain Arebian-Bengal~-Ceylon Escort Forete.

1

SUBJECT : REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS, 1ste DEC. to 31st. DECEMBER, 19%43.

= . - - — it

Suomitted:-

1ste At Sea escorting Convoy Be 76

0900z/2 Entered Colombo Harbour snd refuelled,

3rde i th. bthe Colombo Harbour. ' '

0230z/6 proceeded from Colombo and carried out A/S sxercises
on /L and Gourd Target. HIIS. "Baroda" in company., 1015z
returned to harbour, |

0650z/7 proceeded out of Colombo Harbour in company with HMAS, "I-swich" end
HMIS "Dipaveti" carried out H/A and I/A shoots Joined convoy 170¢1Be 57
Senior Officer in "Ipswich"

0522/12 Entered Bombay and refuelled on tenker "Easedale" 0950z
proceeded to Ilaval anchorage.
13the In Waval Anchorage, Bombay.
0810z/14 Proceeded alongside llaval Breakwater for Boilercleaning,
15the 16the 17the 18the 19the 20ths Boiler cleaning Bombay.
0630z/21 Escorting Convoy HI 79 consisting of 13 ships. HIS "Khyber" and ."Baroda®
in company. S.0.(E) in "Bathurst"
22nde 237ds 2hthe 25the 26the At Sea.
10152/26 Entered Colombo harbour and made fast on HiSs "Dabechick"
Refuelled and Stored. |
0730z/27 proceeded out of harbour escorting JCe31 consiting of 11 ships
HIIS "Baroda" in company. —8.0.(E) in "Bathursti'.
28the 29the 30the 318t. At Sea. . | e
00L52/30th. Detached one ship for Trincomalee 1 ship joined convoye _

CONDITICN OF SHIP:- liaintenence continues with the same degree of care, both
interior and exterior are free from corrosion, and the ship is well painteds

RESLRENCE HEATTH AND CONDUCT OF SHIP'S COMPANY.

The general health of the ship's campany is for the period

under review has been goods Conduct has been very good both ashore and afloats
The new ship's company have settled in quicklye

I view with concern the growing mumber of cases of "VD"
appearing amongst the ratings (8 cases for this month) ZEverything possible hes
been done to check its The entire Ship's Company have been addressed in every
port; Prophylactics issued gratis and the Ablution Chamber is available to them
night and day.on return from ashore, with Sick Bay Attendant in attendance. I
believe they leave themselves open to infection through pure carelessness.

I have the Honour to be,
Sir,

| Your cbedient Servant,
(Sgda ) Chas. Mac Donald.

Lieutenant, ReA.l.Re.(S)
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FOR MONTH OF DECEMBER  SINCE COMMISSIONING
R U - e L TS es WO ) DWEEURETDUIES R S o~ P See NP e
MILEAGE 1,002, 8 107652 3
BOILER FUEL OIL TESTED 26245 tons 7304e 143 tons
DIESEL OIL USED lebl. " 83 01 *
DAYS I COMMISSICN 31 1120
DAYS AT SEA 20 649
AVERAGE SPEED 10,076 | e ﬁ
HOURS UNDER WEIGH - 3;%{ 60 11381 /60

WW“—M
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?:‘-rrm Comuanding Cfiiger, Jﬁ.ma.s.'ﬂathuut“.
Labtess eses Bot Cotober,1943
i y " TOesessscss _Flag Offiger, Ceylon.

i Subjettecees 'War Dlﬂryni

u lst September,1943. At sea, bound Bombay to Colombo and escorting F
; aingle ship viz:- "British Fusilier", >
- _ |

B 2na v " 0530/Z Late 10 528, longs 75 O2bi,

3rd . " 0350/4 In position Late 7 50N. longs. 77 O5RE,,
: SeSe"Iglami’ joined oonvaoy..
u530/4 Late 7, 48N. Longe 77 158,

2 4th - " 1150/4 S.8."Islami" departed convoy off Colombo
Searched Chammel,
0225/4 Bntered Colombo harbour :
0240/4 Segured, both anschors down and stern to
ﬂﬂl 18* bmy'l

5“ M H .
6th  .° b Colombo hurbour.
m H LU
R G
9th . "  %0. 30th September,l%43 ship undergoing
Dockyard Refit. - e |
. e | | p L
\
Totgl dist st. Tetal stetime  AVespeed, |
Bombay to Colomboe. i ; | S
31/8/'43 to 4/9/%43. 873 miles. IInrs.0pmings .6 knots.

P i

ot &

ieutenant R.A. 1. . (5}1

. =
) -u*-._j
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