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ACK. BY A8. 1370Y

7th Noveuber, 1945. AEF, HO, 3/146.

TOs The Seeretary, I’nm' Board, Navy Offige, lelbo - =
t Copy to I-OJ-C-'IGIWI'J

SUBJCTs MOJTHLY LAETIER OF PROCEIDINGSe OCI08ER, 194,

Submitted for the information and consideration of the
Haval Boerd, forwarded herewith is the Honthly Letter of Procesdings for
the month of October, 1945,
(1) 4% 0700, Ist October, 1945, “CASTLEMAINE" weighed and
proeesded in company with HoleAeShips, "BALLARAT® WSURNIRN, "MILDURAY,
"IOOWOOMBA® , "GOULSURN", "MARYBOROUGH" , "FREMANTLE®, "3ATHURSP" snd NEENDIGON,

. for Wirs Bay to earry out Minesweeping Uperations.

(2) Ships arrived at Mirs Bay at 1100, Ist October, 1945,
and Sweeping Operations commenced at 1115, Ist October,” 1945, eontinuing uantil
1745, st Yctober, 1945, During the day "CASTLAMAINE® sank IO mines, At 1900
1ot October, 1945, all ships snchored in Hirs Bay for the night,

(3) Uwing to bad weather on 2ad Uctobor, 1945, ships re-
mained o4 aachor,
{4) At 1225, 3rd Oetober, 1945, weighed nd progecded in

company with Hele.A.8hipe "SALLARAT®, "3URNIE®, WRAPRURSTY, "BRUDIGOM, "GOULBURN",
"FREMANTLE", ®POOWOOMBA® and "MILDURA® to carry out further mineswseping
operations in Hirs Bay, "CASTLEMAISE" acting as Yanelayer and Mine-destruction
vessel ., Swe:ping Operations ceased at 1500, Srd Cctober,1945, all ships eachoring
at 1530, 3rd Oetober, 1945, for the aight, 4t I60C, 3rd Oetober, 1945, 1% was
reported that 5 tubes in the Starboard Boller were losking, snd 5.0, 21 M/s,

Flot, was informed, "CASTLIMAINE® received ordsrs to proeead indepeandently

to Hong XKong, A.Me 4th October, 1945,

(5) At 0700, 4th October, 1945, "CASTLEMAINE" weighed and
proeeeded to Hong Xong, securing alongside H.M.8,"KELANTAN" st Mavel Dogkyard

1505, 4th Cetober, 1945,
(6) Ship remained =longside H.M.8. "KELANTA®, until 1205, IOth

OQetober, 1945, during which time repairs wer: effected asnd “ineewecping Stores
transferred to the Haval Doekyard, when "CASTLUMAINEW slipped and proece=ded to
anchorage in Hong Kong harbour,

(P Ship remained at emchor watil, 0835, 13th Cetober, 1945,
when she weighed and procceded alongside the tanker "WAV: GUVERIOR® for fuel,
At 1115, 1I3th October, 1945, fuelling was completed and ship peturnsd to

anghorage,
(8) At 0840,14¢h Octover, 1945, weighed and proceeded in
compeny with HolModoBoBETRABAN®, for Austrelis via Horsted, Ships procesded
via Verde Island Pagsage, Fhillipine Islends ead Besilan Straits for Moratai,
arriving at harbour entranse at 0920, 20th Octover, 19454
(9) Soth shipe fuelled from the taaker "SAITISH UNITY", =nd on
completion returned to enchorage remaining there until 1000, 23rd Cetober, 1945,
when Both ships weighed and proceeded inm company for Thursday lsland via
West of lew Guinea,
(10) At O30, 28th Octover, 1945, entered Thursday Island
harbour and secured outside of "STRAHAN® at Main Jetty for fuel and water,
At 1400, 28th Cetober, 1945, completed with fuel and water slipped and proe
¢éeeded to anchorage, remaining there watil 0630, 29th Cetober, i94&5.-. 4t this
tinme ship weighed and procesded for Townsville2 taking HeM.A5,."000HGC0OLAN

in tow via inshore passage. Thig continued uatil 31t Yetober, 1945, when
ROASTLIMAINE" was still at seec progeeding south with tow,

/

; ALL TIHLS FXPRUSCED ARE ZOUE TIMES,

e

-
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(2)

GEUERAL,

(I) Neintenanes and upkesp of thae decks and ships side hes besn earried out as

maehh as possibdd during the month in betweon operationas,
(2) The health and behaviour of the Ship's Company remains good,

MOSTHLT FIGURIS,

HOURS UWDAR WAY, 347
Distance run. | 3904
Average miles per toa of fuel, 1.5 1
Fuel consumed., 339.11

FIGURSS SINCE COMMISSIONInNG.

lotal distanee run, 115349
Total hours under way. 12084
Average, 9eDde

wndoer

ant Koo, T, R,
Commanding CUfficer.
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or and eonsideration of the
Naval Board, forwarded herewith is the Nonthly Letter of Proceedings ,
for the ‘Iﬁw_‘ September, lw-

o . - On the Ist September, 1945, H.M.A.S."CASTLEMAINE® was anche
trol in Hong Xong harbour &nd opprtunity was taken to paint ship,

2) 4% 1230, 3rd September, 1945, ship progecded to Pinie Pay,
Lenns Igland, to destroy all Jepanese Suleide Craft there, 120 of these craft were
destrdped during the day, much o the delight of the loecal inhabitsats, and
PCASTLEMAINE",, returned to harbour st Hong Kong and avdhored st 2000, 3rd Sept-
ember, I1945. '

(3) On the 4th September, 1945, "GASTLIMAINE® was detailed to
act as tug for the berthidg of 5.5."RPRISS OF AUSTRALIA®, This work vas complete
od at 1425, 4th September, 1945, and ship returned to anchorage.

(4) On 5th September, 1945, ®CASTLAMAINE" fuelled and on the
6th September, 1945, proceeded to sea at 0750, for patrol(anti pirate), sand for
escorting incomiag ships through searched channel. This work continued wntil
1930, 8th September, 1945, when "CASTLGMAINE® returned to harbour to commenecs
boiler cleaning. Unfortunately no shove leave could be given during this period
as things had not returned to normal on shore. During the timo on padrol,
"CASTLEMAINS" intercepted and brought into Hong Kong three Junks loaded with
: enese. Also the Japanese garrison from Tathong Foint was embarked,

5 .

| Boiler
and at 091¥, 14tk Sop
"BURNIE", "MILDURA proceeded to carry out elearing sweep off
Tathong Foint at approaches to Hong Kong. Ihree mines were swept up on the first
lap and one mine exploded in "BURNIE® 's gwecp. Swoeping was discontinued and
wpon all mines being destroyed ships anchored in Junk Bay overnight, Tesuming at
070°, the following morning, I5th September, 1945, and the whole area was clearsl
I“N.‘Bﬂ"lh‘l‘ -
(6) On I6th September, 1945, the signing of the surrender of
Hong Kong took plage at t Eouse;
nyself, A fireworks and searchlight display was given by all Ships that

night,
(7 At 0700, I7th September, 1945, "GASTLIMAINE" 4n company
HoM.A.Ships "BURNIE®, "MILDURA®, "BENDIGO® and "WHYALLA®, procesded outside
into desp water to dump all depth charges frior to resuming sweeping operations,
but owing to weather conditions sweeping was not commenced and all ships anchored
tn Junk Bay, at 1905, I7th September, 1945,
8) At 0720, 18tk September, 2945, ships weighod snd proceecded
to carry out sweeping operations which terminated at 1045, I8th September, 1945,
vith negative results. All ships then carried out an A Sweep exereise returning
to harbour at 1600, I8th September, 1945,
(9) 4¢ 0715, 19%h September, 1945, "CASTLEMAINE® proge-ded to
earry out a searching sweep from Hong Kong, through Kap Shuil Mun to the entrance
of the Canton river, prior to H.M, destroyes, W.mwm
wvaters the following day with Admimal S4r Bruge » 0 in @, British Pacifie
Fleot. This work was completed at mpproximately 1400, I9th September, 1945,
vhen "CASTLIMAINE" returned to harbour aad anchored.-~
(10) At 0650, 20th September, 1945, "CASTLEMAINE® in coupany with
d.M.A.Ships, "BURNIZ®, "MILDURA®, "BATHURST®; "BENDIGO®, "FREMANTLE® and "STRAZSIY
proce=ded to carry out searching swesp of area outside boom meturaning to amchor-
age in Junk Bay at 1600, 20th September, 3945.
(11) Ho swesping was earried out on the 2Ist September, 1945, M
owing to unfavourable weather conditions and all ships returned to harbour at #
approximately 1500, 2Ist September, 1945, "CASTLEMAINE" fuelling from the :
\tuk:or "WAVE GOVERNOR", before anchoring. .
12) "CASTLINAINE" remained in harvour until 070V, 24th September
~1945, when ian company with H.M,A,Ships, "BURNRE®, ™MILDURA" K and "BENDIGO" ?ﬁ

vith

eecded o carry out a searching sweep off Sast Lamma Channel . At 1470, "CAs
~MAINB® o sweop parted on a submerged objeet and float only wes recovered., /

*ag
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gontinued, (2).

«i1 ships snchoring 4n Bay for the night.

(33) At 0720, 2)th September, 1545, ships procecded %o carry
out further searching eweep in Bast Lamna Ghannel anchoring again in Stanley Bay.
About 25 of the internees of Stanley Samp were ontertaiued onboard that anight by
the Ship's Comapny. A good time was had by all,

(14 Ag 0700, 26th September, 1945, shins welghed and proceeded
to earry out searching sweep of the entrance to Taitan Wan. Aa under water
baffle was eleared. ’ |
(15) At 1515, 26th September, 1945, 2ll ships were recalled
to harbour and "GASTLEMATNE® anchoved at 1715 that day. Semaining ab enehor until
the 30th September, 1945,. Shore leave was givea during this time to one watch
until 1900 eagh day,.

ALL 7INES SEPRESSED ARS ZONS TIMES.

(I) Maintenance and upkesp of decks and ship's side has been carried out as
mach as possible duriag the month 4n between minesweepling operations.

(2) The health and behaviour of the Ship', Company remains good, .although in-
formation was received thet one rating admitted to sick bay, Moratal, on procoed=
ing nodth was confirmed Pulmonary T.,B, On receipt of this information the entire
Ship's Company wes medieally examined and 14 suspeets were X rayed. It was re-
commended that the remainder be X rayed as soon as possible or on rFetura %o
dygtralia.

(3) During the first coupls of weeks, the Ship's Company entertained several parti
of P.0,W.s, and a considerable smount of Canteen Stock was distributed to them,

by the Ship's Company, for whieh they were very grateful, as at that time mo
relief supplies had arrived.
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(3)

iz, e
- Hours undorway. 97.5.
Distance rua. 142
dverage niles per ton of fuel 5.35
Fuel consumed. 139.4

TOTAL FISURES SIN@E COMVISSIOUING.

Totel Distance rum. 111445
Totc) hours under wey. 21737.
Average, 9.49.

P

lieutenant R.A.N.V.R,
Comnanding Ofiicer,
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COMMANDING OFFICER H,M.A.S. "CAS
T T R

$ s >»TH OCTORE

INE" LETTER NO,

+ ¥
- a

MONTHLY REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - SEPTEMBER, 1945.

II

REF. ¥ L4.3.1.57. 431

The Secrstary,
Naval Board

MELBOURNE, Q.c. 1,

Submitted for the information of

the Naval Board.

(Sed.) 3. A. WALSH.

A/GAPTAIN, R.A.N.,
nnx. OFFICER-IN-CHARGE , MOLUCCAS.

Office of N.0.I1.C.
M C -
18 November, 1545. *
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St 4539

. IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

1 YR U O~

TROM: Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S,."CASTLEMAINEY, ; Ci:
i DATEL  Gth October, I945. 3/143.
703 Wavel Officer in Charge, "MOLUCCASY, HoM . A.S."PLATYPUSH,

REF. 0.

SUBJECT:  MONTHLY LETTER OF PROCELDINGS- SEPTEMBER, 1945.

Submitteds &
Forwarded herewith in duplicate is the Heport

of Proceedings of H.M.A.5, "CASTLEMAINE", for the month of September, 1945,

Commanding Offiaer.

0 lhmnin ke
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FRoM: Commending Officer, H.M.A.5."CASTLEMAJBEE®,

DATE: Gth October, 1945. REF, B0, 3148, %ﬂt\l(&)

20  The Seeretary, Haval Board, 0ffice, Melbousne
(lo'hlﬂ-i-l-mf)w ! :

Submitted for the
information and consideration of the

forverded herewith is the Mon ¥ Prosesdings
for IHM\‘ September, !945.. SO S :

(1) On the Ist September, 1945, H.M.A.5,"CASTLEMAINE® anghe
mcummmuwwmmumnm;. o

4% 1230, 3ra
Lamna Island, to destroy all Japanese
mush to the

a1 = » progecded outside
depth charges frior resuning sweepil erations,
weather gonditions mmutmmm.&?-m:::u

wi
(9) 190 Sep prosssded

9th tember, 1945, "CASTLEMAINE® to
earry out through Kap Shud “wn to the eantreuce
of the to troyer, "WAGER®, mu.&m these
nu:- t; :.nm:.“m with &h“:l.-l S4r Bruge m.!c tinﬁa' m-hlruuu
Fleeot. “ﬂ“ e m‘. 'w‘.m d.*' 9 eptenber, 1945,
(10) 4 0650, 20th Sep » 1945, "CASTLIMAINE® in gompany wifh

u.&m m:; *NILDURA®, SBATHURST®, "RARLIGOY, FREMANTLA® and "STRAGA®
oroge: ¢arry out ssarching sweep of area outside boom poturning :
age in Junk Say at 1600, 208h September, 3945, - S
(11) So sweeping was sapried out on the 21:t Sepsesber, i3d5,
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go3inued, (.

All ships anchoring in Stanley Say for the night,

(33 A$ C720, 25%h September, 1945, ships procecded to carry
out further searching sweep in Egst Lanma Cheanel anchoring again in Stanley Bay.
About 25 of the internees of Stanley Camp were entertained onboard that
the fhip's Comapny, A good time wee had dy all,

(14) 4t O700, 26th September, 1945, ships weighed and procesded
t0 oarry out searching swesp of the entrance to Talitan Yan, An under water
baffla was elearsd,

(15) As 1515, 26sh September, 1945, all ships were roealled
to harbour and "CASTLAMAINE® amohored a2t 1715 thet day. Semsining ot cnchor untdl
the 30th September, 1045,. Shore leave wes given duping this tine to one wateh
until 1900 esgh 4=y,

ALL T1MBS STPRESSED ARS 2005 PINBS,

(1) Maintenance and upkeep of degizs and ship's side has besn sarried out as
much as possible during the in betvesn minegweaping operations,
(2) The health and behaviour of the Ship', Company remains good, .although ine

formation was received that one rating admitted to sick bay, s 00 progesds
On receipt of this iaformation the entire

examined and 14 sugpects were X rayed. 1% vas re-
rayed as soon as possible or on retura %o

(3) _During the first couple of wesks, the Ship's Company entertained several
of P.0,¥.5, and a consideradle amount of Stock was distributed to them,
by the Ship's Company, for whigh wore very grateful, as at that time no

rolief supplies had arrived.

F L

5&
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(3)

24 00
HCJTHLY FIGURSS, W
£ ws wndorvay, 9Te5e
Distange run. 145
Average niles per ton of fuel 232
Fusl consumed, 139.4
g Total Distance rwa, 111445
Tolol hours under way. 11737,
Average, ' 5+49-

ol
R.AN.V.R,
Commanding Ofiiger,

L ———
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193€-Y- 1372
RIF. NO,

3/134.

’ Haval Board, xﬂ" Office, Melbourne, (“p" to TR, Fl1aj<+9
OLUCCAS", )

SUBJEC?:  MOUTHLY LUTTER OF FROCK DINeS- AUGUSE, 1945,

Subni tted for the information and consideration of the Naval Board,
forvarded herewitii ig the Renort cof Proceecdings of H.M.: .8,"CASTLEMAINE®. for the
month of August, 1945,

(2) On 3Ist July, 1945, T.M.A.8,"CASTLEMAINE® vas engaged &n gsurveying
between Dorwin and Thursday Island, which eon until Ird AMugust, I985, vhen

in company with H.M.4,8hips "SESALLA®, "HORSHAM® and "ECHUCA®, ship entered Thursday le-
:(l-;i harbour md“mhnm after fuelling from alongside Jetty.

3 0545, 4th Agust, 1945, ship proceeded incompany with H.M.A.Bhips
VBENALLA®, “HORSHAM® and tl“', to see to earry out surveying duties. ﬂurwﬁn;’
was continued until 2000, Sth Auszust, 1945, when ships in company anchorsd in FPopham
Bay, ond rendegwous with H.M.i.9, ®MCRESBY®,

( &% 0630, Tth Avgust, 1945, H.M.A.8."CASPIEMAINE", in company with
HoM.A,Ships "NORRSBI®, "DIALLA®, "HORSHAM® and "IOHUCAY weighwd snd proceaded to
earry out surveyiug dufies in Dundes Stroit, whieh continued until 1615, Ilth August,
1945, woen HeMehe S, "CASTLIIATIIN® 4th H,M,A,Shins "BENALILA® SHORSHAN" and "BORUCA"

returned %6 Larwin arriving at 0712, I2th Augnst, 1945, amehoring at 0740, I2th August,

1945.

(5 : At 1500, I2th August, 1945, ship weighed and proceeded alongside Main
Jotty for fuel and water, returndng to the asnchorage at 1815, I2th Augnst, 1945,

(6) HoMoAo S, "OASTLOAINE® remained in harbour until O7IV, I4th Auguet, 1945,
when in company with HeM.A.Ships "BRNALLA" | "HORSHAM® and "BOHUGA", weighed and pro-
cecded to sea on duties between Darwin and Thursday Isl nd,

(N At 0200, I6th August, 1945, H.M.A,S,"CASTLRMAINE" Wes detefched -nd

procesded to Moratal arriving at 1050, ISth August, 1945, and after fuelling and

watering from slongside tanker " BISHOPDALL" and oil lighter "MOMBAR® respectively,

anghored in harbour overnight.

(8) At 0620, 20th August, 1945, weighed and procedded in company with H.M.A.N

Ships "WAGGA"™ and "STRASAN® arriving at Subie Bay, Phillipine Islands, =t 0700, 24th

Mugust, 1945, After fuelling H.MN.A.S,"CASTIAMAINE® anchored and remsined at Subie

Bay, until 0605, 27th August, 1945, when in company with H.M.A.Ships , "MILDURA?

WSATHURST®, "BROCME®, "FREMANTLE® and "STRAHAN®, and slso H.M.S5. "MAIDSTONE",

H.M,C.5,"PRINGE ROBERT" and seven submarines, proceeded to sea, :

(9) At 0600, 29th August, 1945, ships arrived off Tamkan Island, Hong

Eong, and commenced sweeping operations, amelioring in Joss House Bay, Tamkamn Island

for the night.

(10) At 0620, 30th August, 1945, ships in company weigh-d and nroceeded to

gweep into the entranee to Hong Kong harbour. Sweeping ceased at II00, 30t%h August, 1945,
~ and all ships ent-red harbour, H.M,4.5,"CASTLEMAINE® anchoring at 1355, 30th August,

1945, r-maining ia harbour until 3rd September, 1945,

ALL TMIS SXPRBSSED ARS SONB PN

b

G Ade
s 48) _ Maintenanee mdm been carried on as much as possible during the
month under review, Working gear has reseived attention and deecks sealed and painted.
(2) The health and behaviour of the Ship's Company remains goods, although it is
obvious that sinee the cossation of hostllities a certaln amount of reaetion has sed
in, and the feeling énthe Mess Peck is mixed regapding our being seat north, as
\\ the ship has been in the tropies for fourteen months without leave.

YA

.
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(2)
Hours under way.
Distance run.
Average miles per ton of fuel.
Fuel consuned.
POTAL PIGURSS SI30R COMMISSIONING.

Total distanee zun.
Potal hours under way.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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10,83
466.1

9.51
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and Gommanding Officer,

Faval Officer in Charge, Darwin,
®"ORESBYY, )
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forvarded ! th is the Report of Proceedings of H.MA.S.

. of June, I1945.
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(2)

{ 1020, June, 1945, H.M.A.5, CASTLENATNE® weighed end
:-ma-umumm um.wmmmn 1315, 30ti June, 1945,
and returasd to enchor.

ALL TDMES EXPRSSED ARE SO§S TES.

The health and behaviour of the
(omlithl svalled of for sport.

() Mafnbenance and wpkesp of decks and working gear has been cerried out as much as
possible during survey operations.

During the Boil nmmnmwmmmm
" by dase m.;mw. Medical, Victualling, Hlectrical and A/S,
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(3

Hours under way, 239
Distanee run. 2455
Average miles per ton of fuel. 9.4
Fusl consumed. SE.55
207AL FIGURRS SINOB CONISSIONING,
Total distance run. 102366
Total hours inder way. 10900
Average, 9.3

Meutenant  R.AN.V.R.
Gommanding Officer,
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N A - Dugns!
FroM: _ Oomnanding Officer, H.M.A, _nm:m -y T
e v

‘“ m‘l 19451 REP, NO, y:w.

AN The Secretary, Naval Board, Melbourne. (Copies to
and Commanding Officer, H.M.A,S,"MORESBY",)

m: MONTHLY LETT:ZR OF PROCREDINGS- APRIL ,

Subnitted:
For the information and consideration of the Naval Board

-

(D) % gL Ship remained =% enchor in Port Nelson until 1330, 2ad.
4pril, =ad 4 and procecded for West Bay in accordance with ¥,0.1.C. Darwin's
orders.

(2) At 0948, 3rd. April, H.M.A,S,"CASTLEMAINE® anchored in

West Bay and preparations were made to discharge distillate fusl %o HoM. A8, "HAVKRE", ag
ordsred. On receipt of a message from H.M.A.S,VHAWKE" stating that she had already
fuslled, ship proceeded $o Darwin to rendesvous with C.7.U. 70.§.3, arriving at 1030,
4th April, Fuel, water and stores were embarked., and at OT00 5th April, slipped and
proceeded to rendeszvous with H.M.A,Ships "BRNALLA" and "BROOME", as reqgaired by C.7.U.
855.3. in vicinity of Ponguin Shoal.
At 0700, 6th April, commenced tions

ordered by Senior Offiger in H.M.A.S."BANALLA", and mﬁmdmim. 121:.
April, whon ships procesded to Darwin. Secured alongside at 1845, I3th. April, and comm |
fuelling, watering and storing ship, and on completion at 0670, I4th April, elipped
and proceeded to anchorage. |
(4) Weighed and procecded at 0700, 15%h April, in company
with H.M.A. S, "SENALLA", for survey gréund in vicinity of Penguin Shoal. From 0800, I6th
April wuntil I600, 24th April, ship carried out surveying operations, anchoring each ni,
:3 convenient in the vieinity of the survey area. At 1000, 24%h April, ships returned t« |

-
(5) Anchored in Darwin at 1725, 25th April, and remained at
anchor until 0720,26th April, when H.M,A,.S5,"CASTLIMAINE" proceeded alongside and
commenced fuelling and watering. On completion at 1345, 26th dpril procoedsd to anchor-
age and remained at anchor until 1018, 28th April, when ship
rendesvous with H.M.A.Ships "MORAS3Y" and "BROOME® 4n the vi
{6) . At I600, 28¢h April established i
"MORESBY" and procesded to anchorage near Cape Fourerdy anchoring at I 28th 5
and reaained there as ordered by Senior Officer in H.M,A.S,"MORASAY" uPtE 1055, ﬁ
April, whon ship weighed and proceesded to rejoin H.M.A.Ships "MOR SBY", "BROOM:® and
"HORSHAM" to carry out survey operations, whiech continued until 30th April,

| ALL TIMSS RXPRSSSHD ARS LONS-PIMA.

\\"““\ (I) DlMaintenmance snd upkeep have been ¢arried on as much as possible during survey
operations. VWorking gear has received attention and decks sealed and oiled.

(2) The conduct and diseipline of the Ship's Company remaing very good with morale

of gzood standard. Svery opportunity was given for recreational purposes during

the moanth under review.
(3) The health of the Ship's Company still remains of a good standard. )

s
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(2)

y Hours under way . 280
Digtanes run 2969
Average miles per ton of fuel 10.66

Fuel consumed 295.55

FIGURSS SLICK COMMISSIONING:

Total distance run BM
Tot 1 hours under way. 10411
9.32.

7 ~
; ﬁ%[ﬁ,{ﬂﬁx

&

lieut-Cndr. R.AH.R.(S)
Comnanding Officer.
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Officer, H.M.A.S ﬂmwx;qti'// Hﬁq;{; f
% - i 2026~ |-

,,  I0th dpril, 3945. y . B0 39T N\ SECRET
L,li__,.a | ' ‘l'hu Secretary, Yaval Board, Melboumme. (ﬂﬂgl.ﬂ to E:O..i.l Darwin,
and Commanding Officer, H,M.A.5."HMORESEI", ! ~ ﬂs,lfigu 3
. T

ACK. BY A9 1330

SUBJEOT:  MONTHLY LSTTER OF PROCEEDINGS- 1 8%

Submitted:

For the information and consideration of the
mm,mwmismmﬂumum.gs.w.
for the month of “arch, 1945.

(1) _ ¥ronm Ist to 22nd March, 1945, H.M.A.S."CASTLEMAINE'
remained at Fremantle., Several minor defects were put in hand and general malntenance
ecarried out. Main deck was chippedand scaled and anti-corrosive paint applied.
Recreational leave was granted to as many of the Ship's Company as circumstances

permitted.

(2) : At 1000 H on 22nd “arch, 1945, ship procecded
in accordance with instructions to rendesvéus at Yarwin with C.7.U. 70.5.3.
(3) ' At 1700 H on 24th Mareh, 1945, when in the

viecinity of North-West Cape weather conditions were deteriorating rapidly with cyclonie
indigations. At 1725 H a cyclonic warning was received from N.0.I.0. Fremantle giving
the storm centre in a position 50 miles Horth-Zast of Horth-West Cape and directly in
the ship's track, Course was reversed and speed increased to I3} knots. Cyclone
warnings were received at regular intervals and permission was granted by N.0.X.Cs
Fremantle to return to Geraldton to re~fuel and await the clearing of the storm.

(4) At 0730 H oa 26th Mareh, 1945, arrived at
Geraldton and gsecured at Main Wharf. Ship completed with fuel, water and the stores
available. On receipt of favourable woather report at II00 H on 27th March, 1945, ship
slipped and proceeded Jlorth.

(5) Favourable weather was experienced whtil 30th
Mapeh, 1945, when cyclonic conditions again became apparent. Ship's position at 1200 HI
on 30th 1945, by Dead Reckoning was 17 degrees 23 minutes South, II degrecs

49 minutes Last, sky heavily overcast, wind variable, swell developing from Horth-iast

and unsteady barometer. Course and speed were maintained and signal despatched request-

ing weather report for Northern 4rea. Cyclone warning was received indicating the

storm centre in the vicinity of Helville Island. By 0600 Hlon 3Ist “arch, 195,

weather conditions had deteriorated and it was considered advisable to alter course

for Port Helson pending improved weather indications.

(6) Ship arrived and anchored in Fort Nelson at
1735 HI 31st March, 1945. ,

(1) Considerable improvement has been effected in the general upkesp of the ship.
Decks are being scaled and gear overhauled and kept in good working order. Ship's
side is receiving attention as circumstances permit.

(2) The general behaviour of the Ship's Yompany remains very good, although thers wvas
a slight increase in defaulters during the vessels stay in Fremantle. This was
@onsidered a natural outecome of the change of environment. There wers no
gserious offences.

(3) Morale is of a high standard and the general health greatly improved by the
spell in a Southern Port, where a better and more balanced diet could be

provided.
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(2)

MOWTHLY FIGURSS,
Hours under way | 194.
Distance run 2349.
Average miles per ton of fusl 16.9
Fuel consumed 139

TOTAL FIGURES SINCE COMMISSIONING,

Total distance run. 94071
Total hours under way 1013]
Average speed. 9.28

e
R.AN.R.(8)

Comnanding Officer.

e — e
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mml H.N.A.S.

The Secretary, Naval Board, Melbourne. {
N.0:.1.C. Darwin, and Commending Officer H.M.AS,

Snbmi ttedl
For the inflormation and comsideration of

herewith 13 the report of procecdings of H.M.A.S8.
the month of February, 1945.

1st Pebtuaty,1945, H.M.AS. "CASTLEMAINEY
steam owing to cyclone passing down

tions gradually d and proceeded at
th H.MA.S. "BENALLA® !Iﬂﬂ mﬂ}. 4

At 0800 on 3rd February,1945, ships wers in
eand the remains of the survey beacoms, which suffered
damage in the storm, were recovered,

Returned to Port Nelson at 2000 on 3rd

February,1945, and remaimed there until 1315 on 4th February, 1945, vhen both
ships Jeft for Darvin being joined by E.M.A.S. ST at 1000,

(4) y Ships arrived at Darvin at 1800 on 6th
Fehruary, 1945, and H.M.A.S, "CASTIEMAINE" embarked fuel, water and stores.

(5) 4% 1700 on Tth February,1945, weighed
anchor and for Port Nelson to resume survey duties as ordered dy
HoMeA 5. "BENALLA®, earriving there without incident at 1300 on 9th February, 1945,

From on 9th February, » until 2000
on 13th February,1945, carried out hﬁuxrm with I.I.:;?'M' as

required by Senior Officer in H.M.A.S. "BENARLA®. Before leaving Port Nelson
H.M.A.5. "STELLA" was topped up with fuel and water,

Arvived in Darwin and secured at Boom Wharfe

to ? 75
)

at 1800 on 15th February,1945.

|

Mﬂh'r'r’-
- adrift in the area.
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(3)

MONTELY FIGURES:

Hours under way
Distance run

Averagze miles per ton of fuel

Fuel consumed

TOTAL FIGURES SINCE COMMISSIONINE

Total distance run 88177
Total hours under way 9595
Average 9.19
..-"'""_.-.'.;-F.-T- F1 ------ -
FoLd A A n LN Z , i '
o | | "7 1 Lisut=Cmdr. H‘A'l"lRl (S)
IR WA B Commanding Officer.
__‘“ﬂ Aikis

.T.0600/53
The Secretary,
WAVAL BOARD.

: Submitted for the information of the Naval
\éw\ Board in accordance with Navy Office letter 589/201/941 (053065)
\ dated 23rd October 19LL.

A/CAPTAIN, R.A.N. :
Naval Officer-in-Charge, Darwin.

Naval Headquarters,
DARWIN - N,T,

9th February 1945.

‘J-%/('{

w .
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} 2 (2) i) H/{
Continuved.

-

~ Weter, fuel snd stores were recaived cnboard,

A (113 | On arrival ship was instructed gbﬂ'lﬁfler-cleming .
(12 At I70Y on I8th Jenuary, 1945 proceeded to :

| anchorage, Boller cleaning was commenced on IBth Januery, 1945 and completed P.M.

| 25rd, January, 1945. During this period recreational lesve wos given as exigencies
ernitiec.
?Ij) ! At I700 on 24th January, left Darwin with H.M.A.S,
WSLEUTH" in dompany for Port Nelson, arriving there,at 2000 on 26th January, 1945.
Remained &t anchor in Port Welson uatil 2200 on 27th January, 945, when ship proceed-
ed in sccordance with opders to rendeszvous with H,M.A,S5,."BENALLA" af Echuca Shosal
at 0800, 28th January, “945.
(14) ' : On arrival at rendezvous, in heavy rain storms,
and very threatening weather H.MA.S."BENALLAY could not be sighted, course was shaped
for Browee Island, and H.M.4.5."BENALLA" informed by W/T that pending further

| instructions HeM.A,S"CASTIEMATWEY intended to return towards Port Nelson owing to

| cyelonic indications., ' : R—— -

(15) At 0117 2 (20170) of 28th) signal was received

from HoMoA.Se "BENALLAY with time of origin 2715202 (0020 I of 28th) to return to

"srt Nelson owing to weather deteriorating at Echuca Shoal. HoMeA.S."CASTIEMAINE"

jdoined H.M.A.S."BENALIA" a; Port Nelson s% IT700f)on 28th Jamuary, I945, eiperiencing

cyclonic conditions throughout. From ITO0I of 28th, until the end of the month under

revicw HoM.A.S, "CASTLEMAINEY remained weather-bound at Port Nelson, under mein steam

owing to cyclonic depressions to Norkhward.

o

ALL TIMES EXPRESSED ARE ZONE-TIME, | ;
GENERAL

(I) Maintenance and upkeep have been carried on as much as possible during survey
operations. Working gear has received attention and decks scaled and oiled.
(2) The conduct and discipline of the Ship's Company remeing very good with morale
of good standard. Every opportunity was givem for recreational purposes during the -
month under review. P ——— P
(2) There is no apparent change in the health of the Ship's Company, during the
month of Jenuary, 1945 as compared with December, 194/,
V&;

e —— o e— T ==

r

|
|
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| o S, - - FROM:  Comnanding Officer, H.l.4.8,"CASTLIMAILNEY,
J P DATE:  2nd, February, I945. REF, NO.  3/76.

T; b 003 The Secretary, Haval Board, Melbourne. (Copies to W.0.I.C. Darwin,
- | ~and Commanding Officer, H,M.A,SYMORESBYY,)

SUBJECT: MONTHLY LETTER OF PROCEEDINGS- JANUARY, I945.

Subnitted:
For the information and consideration of the
| Naval Board, forwarded herewith is the report of proceedings of HeMeA,S."CASTLEMAINE",

| for the month of January, 1945.

(1) On the Ist, Janvary, 1945, ship was engaged in
survey work in shoal waters in North-Western approaches to Darwin.
(2) B e — il AL Dyl S e S BRUALF 5 1945, both sweeps

were atreamad to investihata suspected pinnacles. Sweep wire was vesred to-300 fathoms
on each side, with ten fathom float wire and 27 fathoms kite wire. Senior Officer
boarded from H.M.A.S."SHEPPARTON" to conduct survey operationg. At 1420 both sweeps
fouled the bottom and carried away. Work of recovering sweeps was continued until

dark when the Starboard float and otter had been recovered. At daylight 2ad, January,
1945, work was recommenced and Port float , otter and sweep wire recovered: At II52
orders were received to proceed to Darwin to effect repairs as nescessary to sweeping
gear, |

(2) few starboard swsep wire was obtained and
existing port sweep wire spliced and re-wound on drum, Condemmed starboard sweep wire
vas landed and new wire taken in-boaxrd, work proceeding continuously until 0400 on.
4th Januvary, 1945, Work was expedited by the co-operation of the Boom Defence Staff.
(4) At 0600 on 4th Jamuwary, 1945, left Darwin and
proceeded towards survey area. During the afternoon sweeps were exercised and put into
gatisfactory working order by adjustments as nescessary. 4t 2120 rejoined survey group
consisting of H.M.AShips "SHEPPARTON" (Senior Officer), YHORSHAM" and "JUNERY,Ceneral.
survey work was continued until 160V on 9th January, 1945, sweeps being used on Tth
and B8th Jenvary. 411 Ships returned to Derwin at IB00 on 9th January, 1945. Fuel, water
end stores were taken onboard. , | |

(5) 4% 1870 on I0th Janvary, I945 a short informal
viglt was paid to the ship by the Minister for the Navy, the Hone NedeOs Makin, during
his tour of the Worthern Uperational areas. Ship's Company wers mustered and an
impromptu addrase given by the Minister, after, which he viewed general living gquarters,
(6) At 0600 on IIth Janmuary, 1945, proceeded from
Darwin with H.M,ASYSLEUTE" in company for calibration tests on sweeping gear. This was
not successful as H,M.A,S"SLEUTE" could not obtain B/S sounding on sweep wires. At
2730 orders were received from H.M.A.5,"{0RESBY" to discontinue trials and proceed to

\ Darwin and top up with Fuel and water,

(7) Secured alongside Main-Jetty at 0940 on I2th
Januery, 1945, and cleared for sea at 1645 the same day to join H.M,A.S "BINALLA" at
Browse Island,

(8) At 2110 on I3th January, 1945, being in
position Latitude I3 degrees IO minutHMEbitude 127 degreecs 37 minutes Fast course
244 degrees, speed I2 knots, small echo was nhtalned by Radar bearing 150 degrees,
distant 8000 yards, Course was altered towards and ship went to "Action Stations",

o reply wes received to challenge made at 2012, Target was held in contact, closed to
6000 yards and illuminat=d by Starshell. Recognised as small motor craft and correct
angwer recéived, ldentified as YP 206s H.eAsS."CASTIEMAINE® proce-ded on original
course at 2025, - |

(3) At TIO0 on IMth Jonuer—, 2045, qnde rendesvous
with HeMehoS, "BETALLAY at Browse Island in accordaace with c*l.rs. dgmained at anchor
to Southwerd of Browse Island until 0635 on I5th Jamwary, 1945. Weather sonditions
were deteriorating and ship dragged anclor.Remained in vicinity of Browse lsland un$il
1200 when owing to threatening weather H.M,A.S."CASTLIMAIWE" was ordered o proceed
to Port ¥elson ., Arrived Port Nelson at 2000 At 22/0 orders were received to proceed
forthwith to rendezvous with H.M«A,SUSHEPPARTON" for A/S Patrol in Darwvin approaches,
aix enemy eraft having been reported by patrolling aircraft. Proceeded at 2256,

Weather conditions were adverse, but course and speed were maintained, At I600 on I6%h
January, 1945, received orders to rendezvous with H M.4,5,"JUHNEE" in position

Latitude 12 degrees 57 minutes South, Longiltude I26 degress 23 minutes Zast. At 1025

. Hol. A8 . "JUITENY was sighted and ships commenced patrol in company as instructed by
Senior Officer in H.M.A,5."SHEPPARTON", _
1 (10) At I20C on 17th January, I945 orders were

received to abandon hunt and proceed to Darwin for fuel arriving at 1940 at Boom Jetiy,

—eT T . w il -
I’ i = - -
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FROM: Commanding Officer, HeMsA.S."CASTLEMAINE", N ER

DATHS  IOth January, 1945. REP. NO. 3/69. _—
TO3 The Secretary, aval Board, Melbourne. (Copies to N.0.I.C. Darwin,
and Commanding Officer, Haﬁ.amS.'HﬂRESBY“.g

SUBJECT: MONTHLY LETTER OF PROCEEDINGS~ DECEMBER, I944.

Submitteds:
For the information and consideration of the
Naval Board, forwarded herewith is the report of procesdings of H.M.A.S,"CASTLEMAIWEW,
for the month of December, 1944.

(1) On the Ist. Decemb:=r, 1944, ship was en route
from Cassini Island to Darwin, |
(2) At I030 on 2nd. December, 1944, commenced
fuelling and took on water and stores before proceeding to anchorage at 1300,

(3) Irom 2nd. December, I944 to 8th December, 1944,

remained at anchor at Darwin for bollér-cleaning. General malintenance and routine work
carried on,

(4) At 1745 on Bth December, 1944, proceeded with
HeMoAoSe "™ORESBYY and returned to survey aresa under ﬂPEratiﬂ'ﬂal orders of H.M.A.S.
"ORESBY",

(5) ¥From Bth December, 1944, until I8I5 on I8th

December,I194/, vessel engaged in survey duties in the region of Bassett Smith Shoal,
and North-West of Holothuria Bank, At 06I5, I9th December, 1944, proceeded alongside
H.M.A.S."MORESBY", and took onboard 20 tons of o0il fuel to replenish supply for
proceeding to Darwin.

(6) At 1800, on I9%th December, 1944, parted
company with H.M.A.S."MORISBY", and proceeded to Darwin in company with H.M.A.S.
NJUNEE", No unusual events during passage and berthed at Main Jetty, Darwin, at 0800,
on 2Ist December, 1944. Took onboard oil fuel, water and stores end removed to
anchorage, Remained at anchorage until 0730, on 27th. December, 1944.

(7) At 0730, on 27th December, 1944, proceeded
in company with HeM.A.Ships "SHEPPARTON", "HORSHAM" and "JUNEE", and recommenced
survey duties in the North Western area of Darwin approaches, under the operational
orders of H.M.A.S,."SHEPPARTON", These duties continued for the remainder of the month
under review, work being carried on from first light until dark daily. During dark
hours & general patrol was maintained in the area,

ALL TIVES EXPRESSED ARE Z:.IDEITE-TIMEL

GEIVERAL,

(I3 Maintenance and upkeep have been carried on as much as possible during survey
op erations. Working gear has received attention and decks scaled and oiled.
(2) The conduct and discipline of the Ship's Company remains very good with morale
of good standard. Every opportunity was given for recreationel purposes during the
ChristmesgSeason. '
(3) HEALIN.

~ There is no apparent change in the health of the Ship's Company, Enring
the month of December, 1944, as compared with November, I944.
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MONTHLY FIGURES.

Hours under way. ’ “ 261,
Distance run 2763,
Average miles per ton of fuel I11.47
Fuel consuned ‘ 240. T4

TOTAL FIGURES SINCE COMMISSIONING.

Total distance run 85681

Total hours under way 9365

Average 9.149
L e
Liﬂuz R-ﬁmH -R. (EJ

Commanding Officer,
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vith H.M.A.Ships "SHEPPARPON®, "HORSHAN® and “JUNNR®,

(3 Surveying duties were recommenced a$ 08C0,
uﬂﬁﬁm.u“hlulh-:htdmm-umm
mmymmmmmlmuhmm.m

darkk hours ships anchored or lay-to as convenient in the survey area. Return wes
sade o Darwih, snd the Harbour was entered at 1620, I3th November.

(4) . As 0500, I3th November, HW
l-ﬂ-hlnﬂ. RAJN.R.(5) boarded snd assumed command, lieutenant F.B.Moss, R.AN.V
reverting fo Sgzecutive Officom. Pusl, water snd stores weve Saken on-board ab
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___.m”nmmeMhmithm
_lqil.iq“ r.nmnq‘é-bu-uut;.smu aer ate

| ﬁtﬂt’iﬂuﬁllﬂﬁm.ﬂm“

'dMﬂ“HWManmwuﬁmmm

.-uﬂﬁmmmumsm%mhuﬂnmm

_‘MWMHMnmw‘mth
Darvin. mumammmammmhmmmr

_P_ﬂpd‘mr.muosmumnnmnuusjnh-usam-aam
umrmmuuwm-ﬂwmmmm-uqlm

_and at 1543 “SHRPPARION was sighted, also on patyel, and "CASTYNSUTNE® roceived

:_--_-__-_'mum to eacort m “SRA-ROVER towarde Darvin,

W Awm-nmm mm e
N Mitit 4. abhen. Appmean s cnte b6 Wit oottt i cen
muu.smmwm-mmm—mnm-.nmum-
mwmmmummmm-
mummun&pmuw-ﬂmum“

WAtk the submerines , nl;mu“mhtmm L% 1230,
--mmmmmmumumthmm-mmmiuuu

| and “CASTLENAIN® snshored in Darvin Harbour at 1000, 19%h Hovesber.

9 4t 0730 on 208h Hovember, mwm

;__'Mhmmtrhoqlmaam water snd stores. u!mmm

- Harbour %o .m.: H M ASMOREBYY at Fort Nelsdn. ;i
(30) | As 1025 2Ist Hovember, when in positien 12
dsgrees 34 miauter South, 127 degroes 26 mimuted Zast, two subsarines were

;;I_E;E\._:nmmﬁ-mmsﬂummwmmﬂu.s.m

tm -- At 1240 on E2ud November, mnshored in Port
mm. mu“m Wm:uu?muu _
mmmnm“mhmﬂmmmﬂ
mmmw ihpmuhmhlﬂﬁm

R HASS . MRORESHY®,
**‘iﬂl*ﬁ“’* o Kl A% 0645, a'hhin-n- :-ﬁu’uuw-
mmmmuhmzmmmumalﬁ.&
% il | : . o e

I|I ] L}
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PRORAL, |
(I) As far as operational dutlies permifjted general maintenance and upksep
were carried ont omn~hoard and Ship'as Company srarcigad at Ueneral Quarters.
Owing to depletion in hands through siskhess and landing of iide-pole party,
it was very difficult to carry out the scheduls of work lald down.

(2) 1The general condvat aad discipline of the Ship's Uompany under rather
trying circumstances, owin . the lack of opportunitfes for recreation, poor qual-
ity of food obtainable and almest ontirs absence of fresh vegobtables has cesn
very geoé, only wory mild bdresches of discipline occurring during the month
under review,

(3) [Health,

The genoral health of the Ship's Company is deteriorating. “he number
wrmummm:w:mumuummmh-ﬁh
the lugk of fresh fruit and vegetables and very unbalanced dlet, whick appare
sntly is 4ifficult to SBVaifl adjust in this station, combined with the sleeping
accommodation for ratings, which 1s siretched to the utmnst. All =nc . aragsmend
is glven for ratings to sleop o lack, but a gomplets nights rost is most uncer-
. jadn durisg this soason, This necgessitates sleeping under most adverse coadi-

tions with necessary blackeout whilst in open waters and the very craaped space

~ available below decks.
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HoM.A. S, CASTLEMAINE JUNE 1943
MONTHLY REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS.

June 1 Escorting 55 Darvel and Admiral Halspead in company with H.M.A.S,
Wilcannia from Thursday l=1-¢ towards Darwin via Milingimbi, Between
Thursday “sland and Cape “essel oped an asdic defect wilich was
found to be due to a faulty Gas-gap A rrester. As no spare was held on
board Wilcannia was closed to 15 fe & at 10 knots to collect a spare part,
and station was then resumed with the asdic im operation. At 1915
rounded Cape "essel.

” 1040IK Castlemaine met ML 814 and detached Admiral Halstead from
gonvoy to proceed towards Cepe Stewart, Wilcannia escorting Darvel to
Darwin., At 1815 IK Castlemsaine and Admiral Halstead anchored in 6 fathoms
outside bar off Jabooma Igland,

3 From daylight hove up and carrisd out A/s patrol around Admiral
Halstead vhilst that vessel discharged cargo. 1550 Admiral Halstead
completed dischhrge, hove up and proceeded to follow Castlemaine towards

4 Between 0745 and 0756 stopped for Itgnriu Engine adjustment,
1530 015 Don Light abeam, entered Dundas “traits. 2040 Anckored
Admiral “alstead off Uape Hotham until daylight.

5 0620 Hove up and proceeded via Claremce Straits towards Darwin,

entering harbour through boom gate at 1341 and secured to Main Jetty
at 1900 ta complete with oil and water.

6 0720 Slipped from Main Jetty and secured to Civil Aviation Jetty
to complete with Dieselene and stores.
T 0732 Slipped from C.A.Jetty to anchorage. 0900 hove up and

proge~ded out of harbour escorting S8 Sibige towards Milingimbi,
pas through boom at 0956, Claremce strait at 1530, Cape Hotham
at 1648 and Abbott Shoal buoy at 1843, anchoring with Sibigo at 2000.

8 ¢ 0325 hove up and proce-ded on voyage passing Cape Don at 0653
and ape Croker at 1600, thence by the inshore route rli of Grant
Island, north of Goulburn Islands to arrive off Cape “tewart at 1030/9

9 Approaching Yabooma Island, before crossing ber, I was advised
by'Chinempd that no pilot was avallable for S8 Sibigo. I thea with
every confidemce put Iieut Odr.¥Williame RANR (executive officer of
Castlemaine) om board to pilot Sibigo over the bar and into Milingimbi
anchorage where the carge discharge was to take plase, which he did
confidently and efficiently by anchoring Sibigo at 1500 IK,

9- 14 From 1500 on the 9th until 1400 on the 14th Sibigo's cargo was
discharged. A detailed report on Abe ra$e of discharge on this occasion
was submitted to NOIC Darwin. On taking departure from Milingimbi
at 1400 escorting Sibigo rendezvous was made with H.M,A.S.Iaversll ,
escorting Darvel and Tulagl, to seaward of the Yabooma Chamnel., Tulagi
was detaghed from Inverell, who proceeded with Darvel into Milingimbi
and Castlemaine pmd.!d towards Cape Wessel convoying Tulagi and Sibige,

17 and themge to Thursdsy “sland arriving Shere at midday on 17th June

18-19 At Thursday Island, completing with fuek and awaiting orders,

20 At 1410 hove up and procesded to Normanby ound anchorage where
& pre sailing conference was held on board Castlemaine with the
Officer, Inverell, and the master of the US.Transport Charles P Steinmets.
At 1800 the convoy hove up and proceeded towards Darwin until off Cape
Wessel., At midaight on 21 June OCastlemaine developed doiler water
contamination, which was finally traced to faulkty tubes of the port
condenser, Jetails of this defect have been submitted to NOIC Darwin,.
When it was decided that Castlemaine 1d not keep up with the comvoy,
it proceeded alone escorted by Inverell,®@iven sufficient time to draw
avay before Parvin was advised by W/T of the position.

23 In evening, temporary repairs having been effected, Castlemaine
proceeded to “arwin on both engines, arriving there on 24th at 1325 IK,
25«28 Completing with fuel oll, water and stores, and effecting

permanent condenser repairs at Yapwin.

29 Took departure from Darwin in company with H.M.A.S5.Inversll
escorting USA T, Charles P Steinmetz to Thursday Island. Carried out
4" gunnery practice on departure, at targe$s, as prearranged by Base
Gunnery officer,

30 At sea escorting U.S.4.T. Charles P Stolnmetsz to *hursdsy Island.
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NONTHLY L&PTER OF PROCEEDINGS  JUNE Osd.

The health of the Ship's Company is wvery good, condidsring that they
have just completed 12 months' constant service in the tropics, and their

conduct is excellent. The condition of the ship, structurally, is good
and clean, although she is about tec proeceed South for refit.

Monthly figures:
Hours under way
Distance run

2 hrs.
5 miles

7
Average miles per tom of fuel 11.26 miles per ton fuel
Average speed Bn”
Total figures:
Miles since commissioning 17 “une 1942 30,837.5 milee
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For Menth ending 31 March 1943:-

Hours wnder way 224 hrs
Distance steamed 1783 miles
Average miles per tom of fusl 12,3 miles

Total figures:-
Fotal distance steamed nm mﬂn.louh‘ 17 M 1942 24,163 miles
Total hours under way 2,854 hrs
Average speed l.ﬂl-:p.h.

w Zn

Cdr.R,A.H,R.§8)
M‘ Officer.
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19437 22380 miles

Total hours under way since 17 jJume 1942: 2696 hours.

comnissioning 17 June

imots

hes

Distance steemeds

Hours under way:

Average distance per Somn of fusl: 12 niles
figuress

Total distance steamed since

Averags spe-d: 8.11

Total
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¥, - Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S.CASTLEMAINE
16th October 1942 3/113
To:- Secretary, Naval Board
Subject:- Letter of Proceedings
¥aTre ] ol &

'ii- = :j |:"-. -:-‘ L
submittEd.:'ﬂ-'““- Mol g™ 0 B boaps Ll

For your informayion and records a Letter of Proceedings concisely
relating the duties performed by this vessel from the date of commissioning at
Melbourne on 17th June 1942, until arrival at Parwin on Hth October 1942, when
she resumed duties under the command of Naval Officer in Charge, Yarwin,

Subseguent to commissioning the vessel proceeded to ardney for
completion and working up; the latter comprising three days in Bruken'”ay and
escorting of convoys from Sydney to Melbourne until she sustained damage in col-
lision with a Manly Ferry in Sydney Harbour on the night of Tuesday 11 August.
Repairs resulting from the collision were completed by Cockatoo Dockyard in seven
days and the vessel proceeded on her voyage to Darwin on 26 August 1942.

En route a call was made at Towmsville to replenish with fuel oil,
water and provisions, where on Naval Board's authority the vessel became engaged
— in operations of Naval Officer in Charge, Townsville, escorting convoys to and
srom that port to Port Moresby, for a period of four wecks.

Finally being released from her Coral Sea dutées, the vessel
continued her voyaze from Port Moresby to Darwin via the Great North Easst Bass-
age and Thursday Island.

Since commissioning no material defedts, either structural or
mechanical have been observed; the engines have run smoothly throughout, covering
a distance of 9’000 miles in four monghs. With the assistance of the Engineer
Lieutenant and my own personal observations, I find thet with a clean bottom
160 R.P.M., giving 11.5 knots appears to be the most satisfactory speed and on
that account the wvessel has been kept as near to those revolutions as circum-

stances have permitted. The only occasion on which a sustained high speed run o—
_ has been attempted was 185 R.PiM. for 10 hours from Bramble Cay to Thursday
Island, completing the passage in daylight.
Officers and ratings have performed theit respective duties with
zeal, The behaviour of the Ship's Company throughout een exgmplary.
L Cdr. R.A,N.R.(S)
Commanding Officer.
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