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BEGRETAR! NAVAL BOARD, NAVY OFFI
?’ nﬂ lnn erriaer-m-hargo, NEW

W Submitted in accordance with C.N.0,97/43 and
| 0. 0-!. 0' 19/1‘53'-‘ M
2 From 1st to Bth of September, the M,lL. lay at

Madang awaiting tow to the mainland.,

3. On A.M, 8th together with "M,1L.428", we were taken
in tow by H.M.A.S, "Mulecra®., Heavy weather rasultod in reduced
speed and breaking of tow and Finschafen was reached P.M, 9th.

L. The two M.L's. proceeded under their own power
P.M, 1lth and arrived at Milne Bay P.M. 13th to a’lait arrival
of "Inlara" from Tomlr.:lna.

5 A M, 17th both M.L's. proceeded toc Ssmarai for
the rendezvous with "Mulera", Tow was secured P.M,18th in
the lee of Doini Island and the three ships proceeded to Calrns.

6. Heavy weather was encountered and because of
excessive parting of the tow the three ships proceeded under
their own power to Port Moresby, in order to rig a new tow,
Port Moresby was reached A.M, 20th.

7 Secured tow A.M., 22nd and prmudea to Cairns
arriving there P.M, 26th. This part of the trip was very
successful, no towing difficulties being experienced.

8. From 26‘-'11 to 30th the M.L. lay at Cairns awaiting
completion of "Mulera's" loading.

O. Credif is due to the untiring efforts of "Mulera®
in overcoming all problems connected ﬁ.th the trip.

10, Health and morale of ship's company was goﬁd, unusual

energy being displayed by all hands in getting the M,L, 'ship-shape'
for entering Sydney Harbour.
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- Sterboard -~ Very satisfactory.
s a ol gort - In bad state due to having
been dismantled since
gariy Julye.
A/S Bngines & Fquipment - Satisfactory,.
| « A/8 end Radar Good.
N Main batteries deteriorating.
Guns - BExcellent Order.
Hull = , Dry rot throughout.
' g | - YVery short, Whike Ensigns
R — and Commonwealth mmimn
unprocurables.

Distance steamed during month - 1010 miles
Hours under way during month «  112% hours
Hours under wey on one engine =  112% hours

Average speed for month = 8,99 knots
Gallons of fuel ended during '
m:i’n_ | 1942 gellons
annm fuel expended per
| o hon; , - 3 "
Date Commissioned « 14th March, 1943.
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Submitted in sceordanee with N,0. 97/45 and C.040.04 19/45,

7th overhaul of starboard engine was
From 1st te August, X 5.

earried out at Treasury Island, Pﬁmd

biz end vearing.
3 m 7th ‘“ﬁm t Commander Z.Ms Howltt RaAN VR,
l.‘dt to jJoin H A5 'i! " for pilotage dutiess Ileut,

Meile M:l Rehol aTelly apsumed temporary command,

4o Salled 1.0 9th for Torokina arriving P.is the pane day.
S Polle 15th towed by UeS: Army FuSe 386 %o Finschafen »

last 24 hours made under own pover as tow parted three times, /rrived
Miasehafen A.Ms 16%h.

G+ ‘sailed AsMes 17th for Nadang in compeany with Mel, 428
arriving Poi's the sane Gaye
#arrant shi t efficer mmmmu;mm;u
g -nuitm report to S.0.(E8).
u. Pall mmmmmﬁumnﬂmm
ok e (g R S Ay
Pl
= r.x.uu. Em* iuu' box was removed

caqllhtu t to turn freely hout ¢ the erankghaft,
*mmhmtuuﬂmm ed
e mmmwﬁommm;mum.
awalting tove
10 Heelth and morale of ship's company remsined good.
- satisfactory
- tmngmmm.
- tigfactory.
- zaulw.nh rain
batteries deteriorating.
- exeellent erder,
- Dry rot in evidence in large

number of places,
- in short supply«
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FROM The Commanding Officer, H.M.A. M.L. L27.
DATE 18t June, 1945,
TO Secretary, Naval Board, Melbourne., Through N.0.I.C.

New Guinea,

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR MAY 1945.

Submi tted in accordance with C.C.N.O. 97/43 and A.C.B.
32583 s;::fio?z _? (4) (V), the following Report of Proceedings of

2e Under instructions of Senior Officer, M.L's routine
patrols were carried out during the month of May. The patrol
areas were Mushu and Kairiru Islands and from Wewak Point to
the Murik Lagoons near the mouth of the Sepik River.

The only patrel of note was on the afternoon of the
16th May. Under instructions of S.0. Wewak Force, M.L. 427
picked up 6 natives who had escaped from Mushu Island two nights
previously., These natives knew the exact locations of all J apanese
bivouac areas and defended points on both Mushu and Kairiru Islands.
With these natives on board to point out the positions, M.L. 427
first proceeded into Mushu Bay and engaged and knocked out U
Japanese llachine gun posts at close ranges In at least two of the
posts it was known that all Japs were killed. M.L. 427 then
proceeded into Kairiru Straits and strafed the Jep Bivouac area but
only one Jagpanese was seen and he was killed on the beach with a
direct hit from the 40 mm. Bofors. The Japs engaged M.L. 427
with mortars and gunfire but evasive action was taken and no
damage to personnel or ship was sustalned by MeL. 427

The positions of the big guns were pin pointed and two

days later with M.L. 427 to act as spotting, H.ll.A.S. "DUBBO"
i\& bombarded the gun positions with fair success. The three guns
| on Keiriru Island were identified by the Army Bombardment Liaison

Officer as 6 inch Japanese Naval guns. H.M.A.S. "DUBBO" was
successful in obtaining 3 didect hits on each of the guns and
M.L. 427 then closed the range to LOO yards and strafed the area.
The Japanese did not return any fire and I think this indicated
both a shortage of ammunition and trained gumners.

The only other item of interest was that at the Dove
Bay (Wewak) landing by elements of the 6th Division, A.I.F,.,
M.L. 427 acted as pilot ship for the landing craft from the
assembly point to the departure point (1500 yards from beach) and

A
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then acted as Control Ship. ' o

e The morale of the ship's crew is extremely good and as
Commanding Officer, I am very pleased with the behaviour of the
whole ship's company when under fire and in rather difficult
circumstances, The gunnery has been very good, well controlled and
extremely accurate,

The overall health of the crew is also good.

The decking amidships is still in a very bad condition
and in some places the rot is through both thicknesses of planking,
Acting on instructions from the B.E.O. steps are being taken to
remove all paint from the decks, As the state of the ship and the
facilities at our disposal will prevent the burning off of the paint,
the work will have to be done by hand scrapers.

Total hours for month 101
0il consumed 59 gallons
Pe trol . T
Diéstance coOvered 1020 miles
/Zuc MM”

Lieutenant ReAlleVeRe
COMMANDING OFFICER .
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NAVY BEGIETRV Royal Matmlmn Havy

3 'T' E__QME%:H‘JILEI Offlcer T:n-h.i‘-:n.,. n_li 4 7'

Date _ 3rd. May 1949 B s Reference No. : —

70 The Secretary, Naval Board through The llaval Cfficer in
Charge - New Guinesa.

Sub;ect__ﬁe_pﬂ_r;t_&f__m&wz - :

(1) . Submitted in accordance with C.C.Il.0. 97/43 and A.C.B.

0238, Sec. 2(4) (V). The following reportef proceedings of H.M.Al.L.
427, for the month of April 1945,

(2). The present C.0. assumed command on 1st. April 1945, and
ship proceeded to Alexischafen for top engine overhaul and hull
repalrs.

£3), Ingine overhaul was very sagfisfactory, but no repairs to te
hull or woodwork were carriec ocut. The vessel was not slipped to
find the hull leak ( the leak could net be located internally).
M.L. repair base stated that they had na timber with which to carry
out repairs. Permission was obtained to remove the Y gun as the deck
in the vicinity was found to be defective with rot. The after
bulkhead in the wheelhouse is also bad with rot.” I have taken steps
to localise the rot.

O S S
e il Bl B2

(4). On the 19th. April vessel ordered to Aitape to join Wewak /
force. Two inshore patrols were carried out from Nightingale Bay |
towardsthe Sepik River, but no opposition was mete A third patrcl was!
carried out by .L. 427 completely cireling Kairiru Island and then |
Mushu Island. After this a2 clese inshore pstrol was carried ocut from
Cape Puss slong the coast to Wewak. Results were (1) Bivouac Are:. on
West gide of Kairiru was strafed and set on fire and e?idently fuel
dump hit, as Army intelligence confirmed that the fire and explosions
were still continuing att midnight. The only cther incident of "hote
was that a range of 2000 yards the enemy opene@ up with 105's, but
while their line of directifn wacs good theéir elevaticn was poor.
These were the only patrols carried out in April.

L

‘*-m-r--

(5). Since leaving Macang the morale of the crew has vastly improv-
ede The food situation at ladang was rather grim, but since agrriving

at the present scene of cperations, we have been receiving very gocd
rations from the Army including fresh provisions. The health of the

crew 18 also ﬁﬁ{é}ﬁegﬁg%iﬂ for the month 95
Total hours 650
0il Consumed | gg
Petrol 3469 |~
v Distance Coverecd 650 m;lﬁaHﬁLA,”;L 427
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5 Onittel for the tatamatien oF the Havel Doard the enclosed
’ report of proceedings of M.Jl,if7,during Mareh 4945,
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argh 1945,

I, Offensive patrols reported lastv month have been maintained during
and the limits extended fram /ide Bay to Adler Bayj,alter Alr
Force dine vas mowed from Cape Are . |

2. Close inshore patrols have experienced virtually no enemy opposition
The heavy coastal gun at Adler Bay hes refused to reveal its location »
although ML. has progressively gone very close.It is considered it |
will not fire until a worthwhile target is sighted. _'
3. Enemy aireraft have been sighted several times but no attack has come.
Patroj ML's are only a few minute's flying time from Kokepo Strips..
Two hit and run night raids on Henry Reid Bay area were experienced =
but bombs fell on shor and caused few casualties '
LA beachedbarge located West of Jamer Bay wes frequently hit by Bofors
fire and considered rendered uselecs.

JeSeveral daylight straffing runs vere made the most successful being one
carried out on an eneny position on Waitavelo.Army troops which occupied
the tion some hours later found thirty two dead.A field

DO J T} i_*:;-it" Tay

stat qmtitim of blood soaked wool,
bandages ete, been treated there and later
evacuated i

On March I7th. M.L. proceeded to Gasmata to assist a flying boat
whieh had mung: ?i?. r&uiimmpmmmg m:;a,m

or . repairs. conveyed cargo ficty
bags of mail end eighteen passengers back to Jacgquinot Bay.

8.General Ramsay of S5th.Aust.Division,and Stalf were carried to Wide Bay
area on March I9th.

which had been captured previously.
Alr cover was provided by R.N.Z.A.P.planes f£rom Torokina,and R.A.A.F.
from Hoskins,Dobadura and Jacguinot Bay, -
WWaaoffnumt-mmmmmtoﬂmtm
pusitions,where troops expressed great appreciation.
General Blamey and party were then re-embarked and returned to Jagquinot
Bay withoui inecident. | |
1!_-,':: IH:.;I.n C. expressed his thanks for provision of a vessel for him,by
avye
10, M,L. 487 accompanied H.M.A.Swan to the Eber Bay area where shore
targets were shelled by Swan, The Range was 00 great for the H,L, to
participates Army anf@ R.A.A.F. actin; as observers were
dater transferred to M.L.427 and en to Wide Bay,whilst Swan rcturned
nt;? Jacguinot Bay. -
The capture and occupation of all enemy positions of note in Wide
marks the elose of one phase of land operations. -
The objective=the anchorege at Henry Reid Bay- is now firmly held,and
1t is possible that,the enemy having moved MT-L. operations will
be restrictedsThe ﬁmmh of the S.E. season will also produce heavy
«£888. weather on this coast.

12, March 28th. M.L. 427 returned to Hadang for 500 hour overhaul whieh is
in progress at time of submission of this reporte. -

A3 During the temporary sbsence of the Commanding Officer in hospital
bt the Tiret Bieuts,licutsf.Trickett R.A.l.R., carried out the duties of
'Ce0s in an efficient and erediteble mammer,
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I Captured Enemy Documelts.

diaries etc. some of which refer s mm and
barge traffice

hmwmmmunhnmmhm«n
the area after Feb,I6th co=ineciding with M.Le patmlahoing
barge expected

A to arrive on lMarch 4th.did notyand may i 13
be the one referred to as rendered useless mpamﬁuat a'm.

b. Innacouracles.

One diary referred to mightly shelling of their ““*{.'
", The li,he 's regard this as flattery. A

Another contains a imaginative account of an
utt?td lw.m.ln rm,l.x-. 's st ed beach defencesybut the diari:

mer:lm:mﬂerofm@mﬂﬂtht
coming mhnm He dmrzhu how the were drivem off mwm
by two companies who a gallant (if theoretical) "battle."
He ts that a Capt md.marnlmmkiuﬂ.w to that r
:::IL at m: h:!twusim % worth whiles

apparent «Leactivities directed at certain points had the
meﬁmwmingtrwmto for two beach landings

prepare
in the final assanlt,whereas the army moved inland snd attacked from
paintuir;th:mr.mmﬁ:ny "

I5.Generale o

-Health of ship's company is good altmml the :Lut two months
have been somewhat stremmouss Due to the interes

ting nature of patrols .
largely,morale is highs No tropical complaints heve been reported.

A leak which developed has caused a little concern as it appears to
be caused by a faulty plankeIt has not beem located but it is being
dealt with during present over haul

I7 Main engines and auxiliaries have performed excell during
firgt 500 hour periods . — "

I6.

Total Hours for month I58

Total hours sinee refit 557
H:Lloa covered March

1 Consurption gals.
011 Consumption . g2alse
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