AWMT78

Reports of Proceedings,
HMA Ships and Establishments

HMAS BUNDABERG (I)

Item number: 76/3

Title: January 1945 - January 1946. Duplicate

AWM78-76/3

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG10/73767



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG10/73767



- I——-Fri-----.

"

._,;* _ e ' Lo sl ;ﬂ
:‘Q{ﬁ 263 | xew

ey - i

Y P

it

i | Wy

e BT
"

—'.-Fﬂf-,i

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO/73767



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1073767



: -
t‘}U

MINUTE PAPER

C.441/45.

SUBJECT HnF (W m P "JA__ fyﬁé
// W(b"b
M"'
D‘T'S" K Wols

L2

Do/o'% >

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGI10/73/767



Frens CQDIAVDING OFFICER, H,,A,S,BUNDARERG,
* Dato: 188, MARCH, 1946, g
' Tos SBORBTARY , NAVAL BOARD, Copy t0 11,.0,1,Q BRISBANE,
amnh REPORT OF PROCHEDINGS FPOR PERICD 1st,.~20¢h, FEBRUARY, 1946

rxunngn-a Pro dlna o Rl ‘*ﬁ i T
0 mm (i Hel oAl pmhtwcmﬁ for
- the mﬂoa 1ot-20ths FPobruary, 1940

ALl times ~10
1st. to 20th, Alongeide 5.B.8.R, Wharf, Bricbane, pafing off,

*’ The menth of February was spent as was tho previeus
the ship for dr. w::rutuomh
wﬂﬁm&a handful of seamen still
bagono morfmrmmmmm
off,na nore a8 Care and Malndonence party.
mwnwnmzm

since been comploted, thus it now becomes
a natter merely of molntalning the ship in a sun of

rosorvation,
m:nmumﬁnmamtmmm s OB an tho ee
condition of tho ship, otores, ote, are conce

*\;%\

nl leant, but

otill we remain in commisslion, m lhi 'l : _,M. omo of whor
melm drofts f&r 1 7o *

-ﬁ-...ﬁ-.i-.—.l-..—.-l-—.-

Ll N v I | ' . mﬂ B &t“i r'- ANy
| ® 1ind thomeolves ﬂm working on a sh 8 presumably
| . rmmumu- £, and u:mm .,
Phat fnol tn-pomd tako place in the vicinity of § SR

m

I m the honor to “,
e, -
Your &uum Servant,

LLBITIANT RANR(S)
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f‘”CﬁmMén;%LgOfflcer, HMAS"BUNDAR!

XHPORT OF PROCEEDINGS -

M1 lL!-iZ)I 1 I?

Secretary,
Naval Board,

MELBOURINE, S5.Csle

Submitted for the information of the Naval Roard.

2e A detailed report of operations and activities 1in
the West Borneo area is being prepared by Commanding Officer,
HM.A.S."Bundabergl I will transmit this report to the Naval
Board.

Office of Naval Officer in Charge, 312
MOLUCCAS. |

30 October, 1945,
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‘ _Ezﬂfﬁm: Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S."Bundaberg?

{ & ﬁzie: 18t October, 1945.

. To: Secretary, Australian Commonwealth Naval Board. Copies

o ﬂ-O-I.G- Mglﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ-

= e =l 4 =

Subject: WAR DIARY FOR PERIOD 18t = 30 th SEPTEMBER, 19L5.

Submitted for the information of the Naval Board is
- the following Report of Proceedings of H.M.A. Ship under my ©
command for the period 1st-~30th September, 1945. Inclusive all
times - Item,

1o BOIL IT1G AT MOROTAI, - 1s8t.2nd.RBoiler cleaning at
Morotali. 3rd 00 Weighed and proceeded en route to Brunei, to
comply with N.0.T.C. Moluccas orders. Lth. At sea.

2 MOROTAI TO ZAMBOANGA, = bHthe1130. Secured alongside "Villa
Lobos" commenced refuelling and storing ship. 1740. Proceeded
on passage to Brunei.

3o ZAMBOANGA TO LABUAN. = 6the.At sea.7th.8th.1210. Anchored

| in Victoria Harbour, Labuan.9th 0900.Refuelled from USS"Barnes",
1240, Completed fuelling slipped and proceeded alongside Dock
Wharf. Embarked 85 A.I.F. personnel and Mercy stores consisting
of food.

Le LABUAN TQ RKUCHING. = 9th 1635, Slipped and proceeded on
passage 1o XKuching escorting USS L.C.T.'s 1317,1310,1312,1331.
10th. 11th.At sea. 12th 0930. Entered and vroceeded up Sarawak
River. 1720. Secured on "Kapunda" at Kuching town wharf.

| 5¢ AT KUCHING., - 13the At Kuching organising ewvacuation of

| recovered P,0.W,'s and civilian internees, discharging cargo

] craft and getting harbour work and installations working. 14the
0900, Embarked 75 recovered P.0.W.'s. 0930, Slipp.d and proceeded

1 outwards on passage to Lebuan.

6. KUCHING TO LABUAN. = 15%th. 1700. Sccured alongside Labuan
wharf and disembarked recovered P.0.W.'sS, and returned stores,
commenced restoring for return trip. 16th.10L5.Refuelled on
USS "Hammondl Fmbarked 100 A.I.F. personnel and full load of
Mercy stores.

KUCHING, = 416th.Slipped and proceeded on voyage.
17th.AT sea. 10th.0925.Entered Sarawak River, 12L5. Secured
alongside Kuching wharf, Discharged troops.

B % - 19th.At Kuehing discharging stores. 20th.0800.
Embarke Civilian Internees. 00530. Slipped and proceeded
on nassage o Labuan.

9. LABUANN. - 21s8t.1540.Anchored in Victoria Harbour. Discharged
Internees.22nd.25r0.20th.25the26th.271th«28th.29th.>50th. At Labuan
administrating and operating to Army requirements Snake type,
H;M.Ai craft and work boatand ef'fecting machinery repairs to these
vesse. Se

[ — o — = —_—

10.HEALTH AND CONDUCT OF SHIP'S COMPANY. = The health of Ship's

Y company has fTallen off and not up to previous standards. Veneral
Disease has reared has reared it's ugly head in recent days,
apparently the results of Liberty in Kuching, even though the
entire Ship's Company wae warned and lectured by the Commanding
Officer. Conduect.of the ship's company. This has also notice-
ably fallen off. Ever since the surrender of Japan, the attitude
appears to be "The war is now finished", and all that remains for
them to do is to be dempgbilised and o0 home, in the mean time

doing only what they have to do and without enthusiasm whatsoever.
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3% %LF@ OF SHIP'S GO%E AlNY. = As in the past everything has been
# rdone for the welfare of the company. It may be steted here that what-
; ever is done for them is accepted by them as their natural rights,
at the seme time they being most unappreciestive. My personal opinion
is after seeing the A,T.F., and S.R.D. and small cralt and the
conditions under which they live the men in the A.M.S.'s have been
} nursed too nmch in recent days.

12« CONDITION OF THE SHIP. - Very little has been done this month
in way of maintenance due mainly to carrying stores and passengers
between Labuan and Kuching and refitting small H.M.A, craft under
"Bundaberg's" control, however there is nothing that a coat of paint
will not remedy.

135 FAVIGATION DA T i AND KUCH o= This area is
particularly dangerous vigation more especially at night when
one cannot see large submerged logs, trees and floating islands
which sbound on this route. Several times "Bundaberg " has crashed
into these obstructions at nighte

1li. NAVIGATION OF SARAWAK RIVER. - From Tangong Po to Pending the
river presents no great 4ifficulty to the average NMariner. Above
Pending Tavigation is highly dangerous and requires 2 high degree

of local knowledge and much skill in ship handling, for, should a
vessel meet with disaster in the narrow reaches the port would be
completely blocked for sea borne traffic.The tide and height of same
are most erratic and with strengths of up to L knots in places, Rocks
abound in the river. "Bundaberg" and "Kapunda™ have been the largest
vessels so far to navigate the Upper Reaches and it is my opinion
they are the maximum size vessel which can steam up to Kuching by
working tides. No ship drawing more than 12 feet or more than 200 feet
long should ascend the river above Pending.

15 SU BR AN 0 « = The whole operation, timing
etc, was a complete success, Surrender was signed sboard H.M.A.S,. '
WKapundal Tull reports hsve been previously rendered, to N,0.I,.C.
Moluecas. The Americans were good enough to put at our disposal
what ships they had at Labuan and did very good work at the evacuation.
It has been my good fortune toc have had under my contirol S.R.D. Crafs
and H,M.A., Units for whom T entertain the highest regard and respect
“=for the work done by them in the operation under difficult condifions.
Kuching has exceptionally fine port facilities which of course had
no maintenance during the whole of the Japanese occupation. Every-
thing was in a bad state of disrepair but on occupation the R.A.N.
- repaired mach of this in very short time.

16+ NOTE OF INTEREST., - On Saturday 19th. September at Labuan we
were pleased to have aboard here as dur guest Lieutenant White, RAIN,
late HM.,A.S,"PERTHY recovered P,.0,W, from Singapore, We can only
admire such men as he, for despite the fact they had been through
very hard times they never doubted that relief would come to them
with Allied victorye.

17. SHIP'S PERFORMANCE. -

For +the month. Since Commissioning.
Distance steamed. 2752, Miles. 109,.262.5 liles.
Hours under wave ; 25041 1,019 31
Average speed, | 10. 0«8
Average distance
ver ton of fuel. 11 Miles.

I have the honour to be,

ST,
Your obedient servant,

(signed) Chas. lacDonald.
| | a/LIBUTENANT COMUANDER. R.A:N.R.(S).
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Repnrt of
- 1lst,.<3lst.Augusit,1945,Inclusive all times -2,

BIAK.

i = v |
Froms: . COMMANDING OFFICER,H.M.A.S."EUNDABERG"
Datea..
-2

lst.SEPTEMBER, 1045, N

SECRETAH&;&UETRAL&ﬁN COLDIONWBALSTH NAVAL BOARD.Copiel®
H.M.A.S.PLATYPUS.,

OR PERIOD let-31lst.AUGUST 1945.

, j-".f'-"-‘nr the information of the Naval Board is the fullﬂw1ng
ruceedlnga of H.M.,A.8hip under my commngnd for the period | ki

lst.AL anchor in Sorido Lagoon.Duty Shlp 0946 .Vieighed arld - %
proceeded.l005,5ecured alongside USS'Jumper MHitch'and |
commenced to take in water from ashore.l330.S5lipped and
proceeded to previous anchorage,l400.Anchored in Sorido
Lagoon.2nd.3rd.4th.5th.6th.7th,At anchor in Lagoon.Ready
Duty Ship.8th.l435.Veighed and proceeded to Signal Wharf.
1500.5ecured alongside wharf and commenced to take water.

BIAK TO MIOS WOENDI.

9Th,.0220,Completed watering,slipped and proceeded outwards.
0035,Cleared outer channel buqy of Sorido lLagoon.ll30.
Entered Mios Woendi.l200.Secured alongside USS'Villa Lobos! |
and commenced to fuel.l4l5.Completedfuelling,slipped and |
proceeded.1700.Anchored in Sorido Lagunn11730.neighed and =
proceeded outwards.l8C0.Cleared outer channel buoys of

Sorido Lagoon on passage 1o render assistance to USS Tug.27

|

BIAK TO RENDEZVCOUS TUGL27.. ﬂ
10th.At sea.l350.,2ighted black smoke of disabled tug. A

1500.Ranged alongeide American tug,passed ten inch menilla.

1525.Tow secured and commenced return to Diak.l920.51ipped

tow outside reef,Diak.This tug had broken propeller shafft, |

i
BIAK TO MOROTAIL. :
11th1105,) Jeighed and proceeded 4o rendér aaglatange t0 -
USS'David E Hendersom,who had lost propellor in position
00°06'S 185”14‘”.1014u5.ﬂuguat established W/T eontact
with this vegsel and found sha'was being towed by L.S.T.
Proceeded on voyage to Morotai.l2th.At sea,l3th.0700.Abeanm
cuter channel buoys of Morotai.07l5.5ecured alongside
RFA'Bighopdale'and conmenced to fuel.0805.Completed fuelling
slipped and proceeded.0900.Anchored in 'Platypus'anchorage. =
2300.Embarked,Commander < .Donovan.RAN.Lt.Col.Williams.ATIF. *
Lt.Grahamne Pé.Sub Lt }nbsun.HH 2343.;eighed and proceeded }
outwards in accordance with NOIC Moluccas's instructions. |

MORCTAI TO ﬂ'nBUJ.I .

.0010.Cleared outer channel buoys of llorotai,proceeded
nutwards 15th.At sea on Japanese Barge 1nterceptlmn patrol,
of'f Halmahera.l6th.Received NOICS150450Z and proceeded on
operation'Recovery'.1130.5teéred entering course and procee-
ded to enter Ambon,Commenced flashing 20inch projector.
,1200,Reduced to 8kts, and,praceeded up Ambon Bgy,
1235,Pogition 039428 128°07+5'E,Ordered to stop instantly
by Signal Station.Established V/S communication with
Japanese,vessel kept under-way and turning through 360°,
Port engine 3+5kits.l415.5ignalling completed.A/C230°.5p.8kt
proceeded out of Ambon.l512.Reduced to Gkits.l600.Cleared
Ambon Bay,proceeded to effect rendewvous with 'Burdekin?
and ‘Baremu .1715,Rendezvous effected Pos.03958'S 127050'E,
Ships formed in single line ahead gcomnenged 8mile sqguare
patrol,Rendezvous datum pulnt,CuurEe 090" so as 1o arrive ELs
at rendezvous 0600/17th. 17th,0600.At rendezvous,4/C 050°, i
0620 landfall made pa81t10n.cnnf1rmed?ﬂfc 188°,0842 effected I
rendezvous with 'Cootamundra''latrobe’''Inverell’,.thips in :/
line ahead.0800,Detached with'Burdekin'end proceeded to i
position 03“10'8 127988'E, 'Cootamundra'ordered to join |
latery,in position .above mantlunedluzﬁ.Poaitlan.effected
secured alongside 'Burdekin'and commenced to fuel,
1615.Completed fuelling,slipped and 'Cootamundra'ordered
alongside 'Burdekin', 1240, ' Cootanundra slipped.l850,A/C 042°

Cootamuny
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Cootamundra in company. | TR
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“6e¢ EELANG TO MOROTAI. =

1l8Th.Al sea,19th,0600.Entered Mototai harbour.,0640.Secured 3
alonzside RFA'Bishopdale' and commenced to fuel.0805,Completed |
fuelling,slipped and proceeded,0825.Anchored in '"Platypus! [

anchorage.0905,Weighed and proceeded.0930,Seacured alongside
'‘Platypus'and commenced to discharge fuel.20th,0700.Completed ,
discharging fuel,slipped and proceeded to 'Bishopdale’ 4
| C720.5ecured alongside 'Bishopdale',commenced to fuel, A
0920.Completed fuelling,slipped and proceeded.0945,inchored ineﬁ

mg- L .

'Platypua'anchnrage.zls%.ﬁt anchor in liorotai,

| 7. MOROTAI PATROL AREA. |

22nd.0225,Veighed and proceeded on active patrol off entrances |
to liorotai,harbour.0330,.Commenced course and speed as necessary
for patrol.0835.A/C to enter Lorotai.0945,Anchored in 'Platypus?
anchorage.1755,Weighed and proceeded to patrol area,
1830.Commenced patrol,23rd,0710.Anchored in 'Platypus'anchorage, |
0550.Veighed and procedded.0910.Secured alongside 'Bishopdale
and coumenced fuelling.l020,Completed fuelling,slipped and f
proceeded.l040.Anchored in 'Platypus'anchorage,.1810,Veighed and’
proceeded.1900.Comuenced patrol outside Morotai,24th,0630.,
Completed patrol.C700.Froceeded tp llorotai.0720.Anchored in
'"Platypus'anchorage.1800,Weighed and proceeded to Patrol area,
1900,Commenced patrol uutsideMurntaiﬁzﬁth.OGOO.Completed.paﬁruﬁﬁ
and entered llorotai,0700.5ecured alongside 'Bishopdale', A
commenced fuelling,0225.Completed fuelling,slipped and proceeded,
O0540.Anchored in 'Platypus'anchorage. R

8+CONVCY USS JOSHUA §§%§Z- |
o171l5.lleighed and proceeded.1740.5et initial course 160°

speed 12 knots.Stationed 4,000 yards shead of convoy.
26th,27th.At sea,27th.0400,Dispersed CONVOY 4 281Th.1200,5teered
entering course for lMorotai,l230,.5ecured alongside 'Bishepdale’
and commenced fuelling,1355,Completed fuelling,slipped and
proceeded.l425.Anchored in 'Platypus'anchorage,

II- 4

=

10.HEALTH AND CONDUCT OF SHIP'S CCLPAIY.
For the period under review both have been very good.The hopes

\ of getting South have been greatly raised through the recent
II arrival of Navy Board Signals. v

"

11 ,CONDITION OF THE SHIP. .
Ship is in good condition having been recently painted both
internally and externally. :

| 12,0PERATION RECOVERY . |
| ‘Great credit is due to Commander J Donovan RAll,who commanded thig
| operation and who,by his skillful and masterly handling of a
very iense situation won the admiration of Officers and Ship8s
Company alike,

-

13, WELFARE OF SHIP'S COUPALY.

8,85 1n the last month's opportunity for recreation has been
a month in which the Ship's Company have taken every advantage
of the facilities open to them.Creat enthusiasm has been shown
in inter-ship matches of ywater-polo,football and ericket,
The various departments have also had keenly contésted matches,
It has shown a visible effect on the Ship's Company both on the
side of physcial and mental fitmess. -

14 ,NOTE OF INTEREST. -
may be of interest to guage the reaction of the Ship's

Company during our recent vigit to Japanese geccupied Amboina
Harbour.The story is best told in their own vords,so, the
following excerpt is taken from the Ship's Newgpaper'VOICEPIPE!
which published a special edition a few hours after the event.
Quote."idfAdon. apanese DOMEIL newsagency revealed today that a

daring attempt was made by one of His Majesty's Australian

#

e e
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15, £SHIP'S PERFORMANCE.

For the Month. | Since Commisgioning,
Distance steamed, 3,228.Miles, 106,510°5, Miles. i
Hours under way., 323, 10,769+21. f
'j Average speed. 09 Oe7. E
| Average distance > ll.kiles, %

per ton of fuel,

‘£lashed '"You should stop your vessel instantly' . Telegraphs

Officer, still clutching a Pussar's 45 in his right hand,

3

Minesweeping Vessels to capture the Island of AUBON in the

Facific Area, Observation through Field Glasses revealed

to High Japanese Officials that the gallant little ship |

mounted, 1 four inch, 1 bofors, 2 ocerlikons, two mgchine | R
guns, 6ﬂub1e twin Lewis, with rifles, tommy guns, and t
revolvers furtively concealed under tarpaulins. ihe Ship \
entered Auboina Bay at a speed of eight knots, flyigg a simply }
colossal white flag at the formast Topsalil yards. apanese
signalman (at the order of the Rear Admiral in Charge)

men @n the Bundaberg almost wrenched the telegraphs out of
the deek in compliance with the above order, Rear Admiral
Nokajima (Hari-kari knife in hamnd) thought he heard heavy
gun fire, but it proved to be the pomnding of hearis and

knees of the littleships Company. Japanese signallcd 'Please
take honorable ship out of harbour instantly'. Engine Room
Ratings immediately opesled throtitles to 335 revolutions, but
were sternly reprimanded from the bridge. An extra issue of
pussar'!s 4 by 4 had been dished out prior to entering harbour.
The S.B.A. Treports several cases of Smoker's throat, thousands
of cigarettes being consumed the ships Company., FPetty Officer
Johnstone startled himself, the ships company, and also the
J@panese ashore by bursting his "Blimp" with one blast of air
from those mightly lungs. =Signalman Billy Matsuoka exchanged
private signals with Alan Ireland and reported that conditions
were good ashore, plenty of rice and an issue of two botiles.
of Saki Beer a week., The Japanese Rear Admiral refused to
receive our delegation so the gallant little ship steamed
slowly out of harbour, flaunting the WHITE ENSIG in the
faces of our recent cnemies, .

On elearing harbour a blackened figure emerged from under the
condensor, Close inspevtion proved it to be the Engineer

AW

-
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I have the honour to be
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Wy (
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{/‘ l( gl C

EVWTENANT COMMANDER RANR(S)
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3 (mu £0 E,0:1.C, lln & & Commander *D'.)

mm ‘WAR DIARY FOR PERICD 1wmtﬂﬁ-

raum

“‘MM m; ln hﬂ.h and commenced ammnitione

h, Storing ship and complet for sea. |

s 311 m;maﬂmnammamr
fuel,. 0005 sSecured in berth and commenced fuelling 1100
lﬁ completed, leveloped defect in Starbd. engine,

1130 Siipped and proceed-d up river gn rort engine with m.u,

lMotor Tug ashead. 1243 Secured outside R.F.A, 'W' at Stenley
9te, Vbarf South Brisbane, ingine defect takon in hand,
7& & Bm Alangam ReF.hs "Serbol”, :

RJ-H
m. aized and s...."my“mw o5 2eernd coae
f.*fnlt: Chammel. ”HM rain m Ma%

Cyolone waming received, returncd h ﬁ account of ex-
tmu’ ht mﬂimu;nlng. 1500 m off Pile Light Housc
| uy river to A.C.F, Vharf for th«

5the0800, Secured alengside "Pmal Purpsse” Vharf. 08 w
mm 1030 Fuelling completed, of

o R e B S1ippa on passage via Grafton Passage
5¢ LANGE~ and to 19th at sea. 20th entered har-
R muwmm ‘Brajom" . wym ling complete:

’w. m:w .13wwmmm

G m‘
a‘lst 0630 Entered mg Harbour 0730 At anchor,

: ﬁ_ m“ u- Hiﬂm Mﬁm T-Q#M'w /
R il e med - i R

secured alongnaide tanker U,.5.4, MI
h&gns. 0935 “lipped and m;um iu inner

L]
'
W o A
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i
L
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i e
it Royal Australian Namy.
IN REPLY PLEASE qtrnm -_ e 18 i -
Nn._UG'._ZS" ' 9,«’?1 Ll-
. Office Of II.O: I-Cl
New Guinea, lMadangs
23rd June, 1945,
The Secretary,
| Naval Board,
| MELBOURNE .
}{»J HoMoA.S. "BUNDABERG" ~ REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - MAY 1945, :

Submitted for the information of the Naval Board,

A/Claptain R.A.N.
Naval Pfficer in Charge,
New' Guineas
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Date: 1531;. Ji

Bubject: WAR ﬂl&HY“FﬂR“PERIDD 1st=-31a2t AT, 1945,

“Froms: - COMANDING CFFICER, T M,A.S8,BUIDABERG,

» 1945,
To:  SECRBTARY, AUSTRALIAN COMMGITVEALTIH TAV.

i R34 §

p—f—§—f—+—4—= 2
34 :‘I'-l W

H-. 7. E. MF’E‘;{L"L ._-““"‘1I~ pfl

Copies to 1,C,I.C, llew Gujnea o "‘%mréa.ndxzr 'D!
il -2

Subnitted for the information of the Naval Board
is the following Report of Proceedings of IH,l.&,Ship underpy
cummand for the period 1at-ﬁ15t.ﬂﬂﬁ, 1945,

1 - 1:: ORGII.E"L I

2, WaBDI
3« BIAX

4, BIAK/UO0ROTAI

=~J
.

Gl
[
=

&, REHNDEZVOUS

9e LADANG,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

tst . a1060 inc%usive--all times =9

19ul1"ﬁ1uh‘ - 10

TOENDI

18t., At sea towing two A.S8,R. crafit to llorotal,
0915 Slipped tow. 1240 4A,3.R., craft proceeded
independently, 1740 Altered course to return
to Woendi, |

3rd, 0715 DPassed into Woendli Lagoon,
0750 Secured to USS 'VILLA LOBOS' and refuelled,
1145 Anchored in lagoon,

4th, 0800 OCommenced 4/8 trisls in Woendi-Lagoon,.
0900 Departed for Sorido, 1130 Anchored Sorido.

Ath, 13095 Proceeded, escorting S5 'Tancred’

towing £wo DLarges, aﬁdhﬁkﬁﬂnﬂéﬁl3
Stlhhe 0630 Wutered llorotai Lagoon.
0855 Anchored position Baker, relgived HIIAS 'JULEE’

on A/E listening patrol,

8th, Qthy 10%th, on A/8 listening patrol,
111'-1’1 QOO0 -'Lﬂln..i?_ﬂd -[] T::;ls '-.J.r..:lsﬂ.lim""prDEEEﬁ.Ed

independently to 1lios ﬁbendi.

11thy 12th, On passage,

13th. 0615 EBntered Woendi Lagoon,

0725 beuured to USS 'VILLA LUBOS' and refuelled,
Q¢ 30 S1ipped and proceeded to Diak.

13th, 1200 Anchored Sorido,
14th, At anchor Soridoe-=ready ship,

15th, 0800 ‘leighed and prn&eedad from Sorido,
escortinz S5 'John Holmes' to rendezvous with
Hollandia=-=Leyte convoy,

16th, 0720 Relleved by D.E, 507 in position
Latitude 02° 34" North, Longitude 137- 206' Bast,
Set course for liadang,

18th, 1750 Anchored in liadang Harbour, |
19th, 1600 Weighed and proceeded to Langenalk,

RCDIG10/73/767



2,

4 ‘1‘0. MIG * :
| 20th, 0700 Arrived at Langemak and secured to
tanker, refuelled, 0920 8Slipped from. tanker and
proceeded on voyage to Brisbaune {or half=yearly

docking.

GE TO BRISBANE
21st-24¢th, Al 3ca,
2hthey 0930 Secured to HIAS 'DELORALIIE' at

rilling Vharf, Brisbane,

Qi _PAISA

T1e

12, DRY DOCKIIG.
27the 0900 Procecded to South Brisbane dry dock,

. 7
1000 .Entered,gry dock, 1530 Dock pumped dry,

~20th, - In dry dock;
29th, 0900 Dnck flooded, 0940 TUndocked and seccured

to HMAS 'LISMORE' et 11illing Wharf, South Brisbane,
30th, 31st, Alongside wharf in Brisbane,

-

TH AID CONDUCT QOF BHIP'S CCHEBANY
The health and conduct ¢f the Ship's Company for the
period under review has been very good, LA

13

14, CONDITICH OF .SHIP,
The s8hip is. in good cendiftion within and without;
he machinery continues to run trouble free, Bry

docking took place in the South Brisbane Dry Dock

on the 27%h, ﬂﬂd'undneking on the 29th, The botliom
was in a Tairly foul condition, but under a heavy
coat of marine growth and slime, bottom plating was
found to be" in very good condition, Satisfactory
repeirs to A/S under-water fitting and openings were

effeeted during this period,

I
I
W
-
e — - -
-

15, VWELFARE OF SHID'S COMPANY
In Drisbane, leave was granted to all r,tings other

than- Brisbane, maﬁmanlan, South Australian and esk
Australian natives, from 28th.May to 4th,June,

Everything possible was done, aﬁd ls still being
done, in the way of short leave, recreation, and

entertainment for the last mentioned ratings=~they
appear Lo be quite happy and appreciative for what
is being done for their welfare,

16 BSHIP'S PERFCRUAICE

FOR TIiiE SINCE
LWQUTH COIMIISSIONING
Distance steaned, 4587,5 miles 98,360,5
Hours under way, 422,5 9,869,.5
Average speed, 10,9 kmots - 10¢hH knots,
Average distance per , ' :
ton of fuel, 10,8 miles

I have the honor to be
Sir,
Your Obedient Servant,

TENANT ‘COLDIANDER RANR (8)

: | ngﬁéﬁblﬂu GF“IQER
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2
W 320 Releived ﬁr PB %

. from U,%,.tanker
DLl du m
'PELIX FATHAWA ) Bialk,

3
kmwdﬁ5“&wmrm

PR 0700 Precesdsd te USS *VEORGRIAY aid refusiled.
00 dafled for Biak, 1640 jnchored Sorido and assumcd
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per ton of fuel 11.2 niles
. . I hhave tie Ionor to be

Sir,
Your Obedient Servant,

/o)
.'I‘I ||I' 'I l’_.l' - ;
! f_! il“Il-d‘ i A ? ' dl :
,__f,,:-,. | ' ANDER RAMR(S)

A NI) T JB'H XL

e
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St 4539 /

Roygal Australian Nauny.

. N
e | | OFFICE OF TH® N.0.I.C. ¥
v NeGs 269/14, NTW GUINEA, MADANG, "}
. 14 FEBRUARY, 1945, é

The Secretsr: ,M |

Naval Board, =

HelleAsS. "Bundaberg" - Report of Proceedings
January, 1945

Submitted for the informnation of the Naval Board.

o

\k\\ A/CRPTATIN R.A.N.
NAVAL OFFICTR IN CHARGR

NWW GUINEA.

oo
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! - . | | ‘%Aﬂu
Same "R STRICTED

from: - COMMANDING OFFICER, H,M.A.8. BUNDAEERG
| “sate:  1st, FEBUARY, 1945
To: © THE SECRETARY, NAVAL BOARD.

Copies to N,0,1.C, New G»uine.a}
\ Commander 'D! H,M.A,.S.Swan
sSt.®st, JANUARY, 1 .

| Submitted Tor 1.".113 infufnzatinn of the FNaval Board is the
| following Report of Proceedings of H,I.A, ship under ny Command for
: period l1st.= 31st, January, 1945 (ALl times =9)

1 _MORO

RIOD

= -

. 18t,2nd,,A/8 listening watch inside llorotai Lagoon _
2nd, 1725 releived by H,M,A,8,GLADSTONE & proceeded Lo fuel
from U,S,S8,VENUS, 2042 fuelling completed, anchored off slg=
nal tower, Navy Wharf, 3rd, 1610 weighed and proce ded. oubmarc
wards, LM ,A.8, KATOOIBA in company escorting Convoy GB 726
comprising 88 'Bdward Wickelst, AOG Seekonk and FS 1774
2245, - KATOCMBA despatched to-rendezvous with submarine vide
Cormanderts 'Dts signal TOO 0305152 in position 01° 32tWorth
129° 08! East,- 4th, 1300 in position 01° 08t Torth, 131°
22' East detached F8 177, 1700 Carried out A& shoot with

- A0G Seekonk, 5th, 1545 in position 00° 18t South 1360 00!
Dast detached S8 Edward Mickels,

2y BIAE. . N
| ! O6th, 0830 dispersed convoy off Soride and proceeded to Woendsd

r 3o MIOS WOENDI |
| © . Oth, Arrived llios Woendi at 0945 refuelled from USS Victoria
1115 Puelling completed, anchored in Woendi Lagoon,

4, BIAK | '
7the 1255. Weighed .nd proceeded to Biak escorting S8 Vaguero
| 1635, Anchored Sqri&_u Lagoon, Oth & 9th, 4/5 patrol Sorido
| 10th, 1005 Weighed, E.M.4.S8.CALAC in company escorting sine
| gle ship, S8 Stanford Newel to IMorotai, 11%th & 12%th at sea,
| 13th, 0900 arrived lorotai,
13th, 0925 Weighed and proceeded on A4/8 listenins patrol,
14the= 16th, on A/S patrol, Owing to threat of large Jepan=
ese landings, Ship's Company at 1st, degree of readiness from
dusk to sunrise, 17th, Releivéd by H,M,A.8,LITHGOW at 1300
and procgeeded to anchorage off Navy Wharft,
6s  BIAK

18th, 0828 weighed and proceeded escorting S8 'Thomas Corwin!
20th, 0700 dispersed convoy and proceeded to lMios Woendi,

7o OIS WABNDI
01 0930 arrived llios Woendi, stored from Holl A o8 . SWAN
1045, Anchored in Woendi Lagoon, commenced Boiler Cleaning,

8,  BOILER JTING | *
8t = 20th, Boiler cleaning at Mios Woendi,

535' 0700 weighed and procecded to fuel from USS VICTORIA
&Y Anchored in Berth Able

94 BIAK e
| 27th, 1230 proceeded to Bilak, H. M.A.S.STRAHNANW in company

1500. Arrived Bilak anchored in Sorido Lagoon., 1720. Weighed
and procecded H,M,A,S,STRAHAN in company escorting Biak sec-
tion of Convoy GI & to position 000 50' South 136° 30! East,

. Convoy consisted of AIR 25 towing YF 611 and two lackay barges
and P 442, ST 18 towing barges and crash boat, P360, P355y
P357, and P363, and FA]l, Commedore in ATR 25, speeddof advance

Sknots,

—-

A

\ ———
L‘.—-ﬁ_ — sl e e e e e i S— N _..-———-_._.___.'_.h-_“' S _._. - n = E|_ !!
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I 10;

11,

12,

13

14,

2

20th, 0400, Main convoy not met at rendezvous, proceeded onwards
1000 In V/S touch with PC 1134, advised convey GI 6 fifty miles
astern, Handed over convoy 0 PC 1134, Ordered 'STRAHAN' to return to

- Woendl and BUNDAEERG to Biak, Arrived Bisk 1345'§ anchored

4

| 3' St 0840 Entered lorotai Lagoon and anchored of Navy Tharf

o

|

|

1800 Weighed and proceeded in company with IAS LITHGOV (S§E) and
HIAS ROCKIANPTONg escorting Comvoy BG 512 to Morotai, specd of
advence & knots, Ships in convoy~-=8S llexico(Commodore) S8 Kate D,
Wiggin, S8 Ozark, FS 181, and SS Pulpit Rock, B=1 and TS 363, -
S8 Alga overtaken and passed at 1300 on 29th, in position 00° Q2°
South, 134° 19t BEast, 29th & 30th at sea,

OTAI

20, Welghed and proceeded Hl.A, ships DNELORAINE & COLAC in coms
E’Eily escorting Convoy GB 730 to Point UB, Specd of advance 10 kngts
pS«=USS TRINITY (Commodore) and SS Fort Amsterdam,

alH CONDUCT
The health and conduct of shipts company for the period under review

hag been very good, LA
IIDITION OF SI
The ship is in excellent condition both internally and externally,

free from rust and well painted, During the boiler cleaning period
much work was done overside between wind and water,

WELFARE OF SHIP'S COMPANY
S has bean a betler nmonth for recreational shore leave, At llor=

otal libertymen were entertained by the RAAF on the airstrip and
voted they had a good time, During boiler cleaning at Woendi full
advantage was taken to land libertymen on nearby islands daily, Due
to friendly spirift existing between Wardroom Officers in this ship
and USS Wardroom Officers and exchange of visits, various US ships
invited an unlinmited number of ratings to their cinema shows, Full
advantage was taken of these kind offers, In all, six shows were
placed at our disposal, TFrom careful observation there is no doubt
in my mind that Cinemea shows are good for the morale and make for a
more contented crew, The ship has now formed what it calls the
'Bundaberg Players' and great keenness is displayed by all in this
venture, The farst play was staged this month, it was written,
produced and played by members of the lessdecks, Great ingenuity
was showvm in the matter of Wardrobe, Stage, Props; and Lighting, %
The seriousness and enthusiasm of the Players may be guaged by the '
fact that rehearsals are held in the Minesweeping Store in Turkish
Bath heat, away from prying eyes, The men are very keen on this
form of entertainment, their first play was a huge success al though
ladies could never have been invited, Mail continues to arrive
regularly and becr issues have been fairly frequent, A contented
spirit pervades the lessdecks, £

SHIP'S PERFORIIANCE POR THE SINCE
LONTH . COMMISSICHING
Distance steamed, 341165 miles 84,923,5 miles
Hours under weigh. 280 8547
Average apeed. 8e6. knots 9¢1 knots
Average distance per :
ton of fuel, | 10,97 miles e

A

TXNT CQUMANTER RAVR(S)
COIJANDING OFFICER
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