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J’r ENCLOSURE Nu// {*,:/7///#//!#/ *17421

v
v
% THE COMMANDING OFFICER, H,M.A.S. "CANBERRA",

dell, HMidget submarines attack on Syaney harbour
E.ll, Rendezvoused at entrance to swept channel with U.S,88
w falls U.S,5, "HELM" transferred despatches to all ships, Rendezvows
CRACE, R,N)CTF44,
Ha M. A S, "CANBERRA",
UeSe 8. "SALT LAKE CITY"
U S, S, "BAGLEY",
Carried out exercises by day, followed by Night Encounter,
completion,
"CAIIDERRA", Proceeded to sea for exereises.

ted, the Jar Diary of Hll.A.S.
“"CANBERRA" for the month of JUNE, g i
4 J
submarines, FPFroceeded to sea, U.S.S5. !.m
provided A/S protection,
"CHICAGO" and "PERKINS", Froceeded to rendezvous with
GeToF, 44,
with Task Force 44:~
Cruisers. H.i.A.S, "AUSTRALIA" (Rear-Admiral J.G.
He Mo As S "HOBART™,
UasSe S, "CHICAGO",
Lsstroyeray. S. S MIELEY" (Comdesdiv 7).
S. 8, "HELM",
Us 5.8,HUGFORDY,
Us S, S "PEREINS"Y,
| | Proceeded for loreton Bay on _
m foll, Flag of Rear-Admiral J.G,CRACE trensferred to H, 4.8,
Salle Holl,AeSe "AUSTRALIA" and U,S,S,"HLEM" detached to proceed to

?
% doll, "CANBERRA"™ fuelled from Fleet Tanker "BRITISH SAILOR" off
Pile Light, Remainder of force proceeded up river.
Py ;mmmma' proceeded up river and berthed at Hamilton wharf,

s "HOBART" secured alongside.’
At BRISBANE,

dt’ﬂllr-ﬁdllzll,?;A-Giﬂnﬂ!ﬂﬂbll} VoCo D 3.0, RN, hoist«
-d "HOBART", Rear-Admirsl J.0.CRACE, C.B. RN, hauled
down Flag in "CANBERRA",
Rear-Admirel Crutchley, C.T.F.44, hoisted ilag in "CANBERRA'

Captain F,B,GETTING, R.A.N. ssaumed comuand.

Ay e L
mh;:;:’h Mioreton Bay., Destroyers A/S patrel off
Proceeded for Brishane, carrying out close range A.A.
firings on the way.

Sl s soenens
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| ERIDYE
PR M#ﬁ\t | 60

("CANBERRA" letter 70/191dated 4th July, 1948).

boub attack by shore~based
Pl Anelt::‘ﬁ in N.W,Channel, “AUSTRALIA“ m by
u.a‘a.-;uua' arrived. Transferred Flag of G.T.¥.44
"s Gavried out Mghter Direction Exercise
-:I.th 'mw' and shore-based aircraft.
Aslis Task Force 44 proceeded to sea for off'ensive sweep in
B, “™ coraa Sea:-
ﬁn‘nh&'M‘ (CaTeodd),
"CANBERRA"

¢ SHOBARI%,
u.a.a.'mm'
"WSALT LAKE GITY,
: ALY (Gomdesaiv 7).

" 'Jma'
" *Pmm'.
cruiser-borne sirceraft searched Frederick Reef and

vieinity. |
Ao Bt 2000 "naarches aheads o Nnd OWS
Progeeded for NOUMEA, B e
Operated esirceraft,

Mmrmtmrwmth/Bumg srrived
Noumea and fuelled in Gireat Roads from R.Fede
Weather during ! mbummm

eruiser-borne airx umu l-

"CANBERRA" earried out full calibre reduced charge
throw-of'f firing, using "AUSTRALIA" as target,

m &ally Proceeded for anchorage in loret

(Sgd.) F.GETTING
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EncLosSURE NO.. .. 138 EF /‘{///4‘ .

THE COMMANDING OPFICER, H.H,A,S."CANBEERRA".

qualﬂ\m) oth June, 1942, 1048/191,
S i' 0 $iik) REAR-ADMIRAL COMMANDING TASK FORCE 44
_ L

Ihhhg..&‘ 135", 2 ki L)
;5r.1':"'"n ﬁi- 3:‘-- |

b | Submitted the following aur Diary of H,.M.A.S
W'mmmnmmhmn, 81st lay, 1942:~

Refitting at SYDNEY,

A.M, gnd P,M, carried ouvt D.G,Trials.
Secured to No.2 Buoy on completion.

At SYDHREY,

dalls, Proceeded to sea for Full Power and
Blast Trials,
Lells Returned to Harbour.

rwndﬁ to sea h out m'

60 BONDAY o SBTH Jid)

out Director Teats,

alongside Prince's Pi
ﬁmm.mmxu. -
bdells Procceded for SYDNEY,
Carried out Mull Celibre 8" day and
firings off SYDHEY and secured to
No.1 Buoy on completion,

balls, Yellow aircraft werning but no attack

developeds
2245, Received S/l warning. Took A/8
precautions,
2 1‘ ;535 ' :
K
: : CARTLIN,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO/73 780



g;S’“\ mmmmm. H.M.A. SGADRON.
"%J‘ - H.M.A.8, “CANSERCA™ - WAR DIARY - 1st to 28th February, 15¢.

Submitted, the following War Diary of
H.M.A.S. "CANBERRA"™ for the period 1st to 38th February, 1948:-

Sunday, 1st February. Towards SUNDA STRAIT escorting convoy M.S.3. %_
R.A.A.F. alircraft carrying out search and patrol ;
in vieinity of convoy.

Weather favorsble for operating ship borne airerafi

Wednesday, 4th Februcory, P.M, Catapulted alreralft to investigate
suspicious objeet and dropped two depth charges.

Thursday, 5th February. A.l. and P.M. Both aircraft used for A/S patrol.
rmmmmu

Friday, 6th FPebruary. P.l. Rendezvous with H.M.S. W
g "WARWICK CASTLE" in position 11° 03

25¢® 15° mast.  H.M.5. "DRAGON® m"
-uu-t of M.S8.9.

Convoy report of i.5.3 has been forwarded
separately.
Progeeded for PREMANTLE escorting "WARWICK JASTLE".
Weather on passage unfavorable for operating |
own aireraft.

Tuesday, 10th February. A.M. Arrived FREMANTLE and fuelled.
. H.M.A.B., "PERTH" arrived in harbour,

Wednesday, 11th February. A.l. Sailing delayed owing to reported
suspicious of loop.
P.li. Proceeded for SYDNEY. South to South Weat
swell experienced in Bight. Weather unsultable
at first for operating own aireraft but improving
in BASS STRAIT.

Friday, 15th February. Pe.M. Sighted H,M.A,S. "ADELAIDE" westbound
eascorting convoy M.S.4.

Saturday, 14th February. P.lH. Sighted U.S.S. "PHOENIX" westbound
escorting convey Z.5.0.

Tuesday, 17th February. A.l. Arrived SYDNEY and proceeded alongside "
GARDEN ISLAND.

Ichnaq“mthm M§M at mﬁdﬂ |
Ship's Company gran days leave each watch.
Saturday, 2:¢th February
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- ERESe B
("CANBERRA" Letter No. 484/1°91  dated 4th Fehruary, 1948)

destroyer "VAN NESSY :M Loeal Esecort, R.N.N.
'mm' company on arrival in
BATAVIA to

directed by Flag Officer,Java's

Tym.lmad‘ transferring troops
l.&lul&num:hMMnm

under ny orders -~ H,M,Ships W ud "EXPRESS", H.M.A.8,
b “VAMPIRE", U.S8.88 " - . "Ilﬂl-". H.M.1.8,
) e wen oneris o s skanis g e e il
| units
%@*"0’“"‘"" ﬁﬂlﬂ«m of the N,E, 5 "EXPRESS" -

I.Aly Forece,
"AQUITANIA® fuelled from Duteh Tenker g - 5
for BATAVIA, ﬂ“ M.S5. 84

M i nﬂm " BOTH" s VAN

"mn van « BEELE" , "m mu.' 'M" and
e et
joined Escort befors sunset, -

Audi- Entered BANKS STRAIT,

Cleared BANKA STRAIT,

B e G.H. Parted company with K.S, deaving R.N,N, "JAVA"
u ﬂ.-:;r:.' N.R.I, Mgm:.?tm:;ﬂ 'll:l
mu.m-umm .

nmda-w-mn.smu.a.um
being forwarded

a large formation of enemy

*mwnmwmmm
' 3.11‘3"1"'-“““

Proceeded for BATAVIA via BANKA

!l merchant vessels and the escort
E.l.ﬂh- 'M" "ENTERPRISE", "DANAE", H.L‘ra. mm':
n.n.x.a.*m*. l.l.l.'m' m two nutch destroyers,

MMMAMMWMWMHM
mma-mmummn and all clear

given (Weas tuh
ond Piging Sonie tous Ut ST o
company 1~

and

"TAISANG"Y,
HoM,As8, "VANPIRE" , H, M, I,

KA STRAYT

u'tunomti.-. Opened fire on 4 unidentified
wmm These aliePed course

which %‘*’1
The following

G.B, Rehel
See ReAoNo :%K-Bﬂn:

i called on Flag Offidcer, JAVA, at WELTERVREDEN,

& &Mtwmm.WW'M'

"ELECTRA" end "EXPRESS" proceeded rendezvous
B.M, 11, wnm*mrunmurf -

| #wumrwﬂmmmnmnutm

Ho M,
& of

mgn' proceeded f'or SUNDA STRAIT, escorting eonvoy
-9 I= ¢
"GHARON" (Commodore). "ANTILOCHUS",
"HANGOLA"Y, "MANVANTARA®,
"MERULA"™, "ERLING BROVIGY,
"MARELLAY, "HERBORG",
"EL3AY, "MARPESSAY,
“SEIRSTADY,

HM.A. AR tvem. _ ... o

e ——
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Page. .

484./191 dated 4th February, 1948).

mtm N.8.8, R.AAF, mﬂom nmtns out A/l
patrol and ohnus search,

B e aan T A A J :‘1,
s T Gl HeED) G DU MOOR

* e — m— N e
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¢t ) THE COMMANDING OFFICER, H.M.A.8."CANBERFR".

- ...1.\51\
ng' 4th February, 1942, 484/191,
THE REAR=-ADHMIRAL COMMANDING, H.M.A, SQUADRON,
ANIBERRA"™ -~ WAR DIARY ~ 1st to Sist JANUAR) s

Submitted, the following Wer Diary of H.M.A.S.
"CANBERRA" for the period :m; to 31st JANUARY, 1942:-

Thursday, 1st Jenuary. With Convoy Z.K.5. SYDNEY to PORT MORESBY,

Eriday, 2nd Jsnuary. A.C,B, and A.C.B.%2 earried out continuous inner
patrol in vieinity of Convoy during daylight

H.M.A. 58 "WARRBEGO" and "SWAN" provided
ldﬁ!;.ml A/S protection,

Saturdsy. Srd Jomnuary, P,M. Arrived PORT MORESBY, Catalinas and crulser-
borne aireraft maintained A/S Ea#relnniildl“ﬂ
mnmm HoM.A, S, "WARREGO" msintained

umumwum-nm |
from “"AQUITANIA" were disembariked using " »

"SWAN"Y and all avalleble bosts in the Sguadron, I

"PERTH" fuelled from "CANBERRA™, ¥

wwwﬂﬂwz.ma at PORTMORESBY are

helle "AUSTRALIA® (Plag), "PERTH" and "ACHILLES" ]

proceeded for MOUMEA, H.m&&'m* escorting ,
3.8, "MARELLA" arrived in harbour and proceeded to sea
mmnm P, M, E
"CANBERRA"™ and H.M.T,"AQUITANRIA® m for

o H.M,A.88 "WARREGO" and "SWAN™ for DARWIN, 3

Thureday, Sth JONUAIV. Al Arvived SYDNEY and fuslled. ]
Hj:t"m* WM .‘..‘j
.3

duﬁm“mﬁ&/’ﬂmﬁmﬁmﬁduwﬂ
Conditions favoureble for owm a.tmnft.

Arrived FREMANTLE and rmzoa. H.I.A.l.'-d

tamtotnrh:lmhlnm“ in
- w' m “ &.Q.H.E, m J
was discomnected. |

¢

ma&mnmnnm Sailing of "AQUITANIA'
mﬂmdmhﬂ!Iﬁ!

nha?:utrmtlm

m&"“"mmmm”

Rendezvous with Local Escort -~ H.il.Ss |
ﬁﬁw and “THANET" and R.N, N."JAVA" = er'
P LGB cenciod ::’:ﬂc in i
of convoy A.M. end P, M. . W ——

Tuesday ,20th Januaryeeecsoss (

— —— - —_ —— - — = | e—
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I 1 eTE

/ 1205 |
(*M%‘%’w}%ﬁ'\w ord January, 1942, 361/191,
THE REAR-ADNIRAL nmmm. H.M, A, SQUADRON,

Flotilla arrived. "WARREGO"™ and
alongside "CANBERRA",

Japan declared war on the United States of America and
thmmnn. "CANBERRA™ ordered to revert

dednesdgy, 10th. Generel Reosll. |
mmmuu 3 of

ganfire off
sailing by F.0.C.4,.8, Sighal
Zbursdav, 1ith, &whmmmmm
t‘!}'m:lﬂifbn firing,
ummmmm

Sriday, 12th, A.ll. Carried out 4" H.A. and elose range firings at
WW;MWMWI&

on eompleti
armmumummnmwum
to cover movements of shipping in the TASHAN,
Aireraft searches carried out in favoursble weather,

Sunday, Jdth, Proceeded for BRISBA "PERTH" in company
in sccordcuce with P.0,0.A.8, Signal

Nondgy, 15th, Sall. Arrived BRISBANE, Y“CANBERRA"™ and "PERTH"
at Whar? and fuelled, -
P.i, Hoisted Flag of the Rear-Admirsl

MMM-&I. to

nt a towed Battle Practice Target:-
firing.

8" full celibre day

HoM.A.Squadron, Rear-Admiral J.G. C.B. R.
Proceeded to sea on patrol with in direction
#mﬁmm“mﬂm

wu#g:él adi.r.a; carried out mmlu::h!u-
« 3. 5. "PENSACOLA m%ma BRISBANE,
whilst o

m’ 1I9the secessencs
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L8820
: {mﬂ Letter No, ©361/191. of Srd Jenuary, 1942),

B aJT 3

mm edditional eseort for U,S8.Convey m Bscort
s "PERTH", H.M.N,Z.8,"
ﬂ-ﬁ-l.'m' m -
u.a.a.':mma'. V.S, A.T8 "HOLBROOK"™ and I.H
"COAST FRRMER", W, "ADMIRAL w.

wmmrma.l.a, "OAP DES PALMES" - NOUMEA TO

Sunday, 21st, A.ML H.M.A.Ss W*ﬂ'ﬂi“mxm providing
additional A/S Mmﬂm
providing inner pat Ww
outer patreol, tm'm' "PENSACOLAY
sent in to BRISBANE,

P, “OCANBERRA" and "ACHILLES" parted company with Escort
mmmmmm

- ol -rm':m' 'm?mﬁ fmwmaw?ﬁ.ﬂ
| and convoy followed into ﬁnbau-
P.M, "ACHILLES" proceeded for AUCKLAND,
"CANBERRA" and "PERTH" proceeded for SYDIEY,

Zuesday, 258d. E.i. R/V with "ACHILLES". Squadron proceeded for SYDNEY,

Hdednesdgy, 24th.L.H, Squadron arrived SYDNEY, Flag of Rear-Admiral
' Commanding H,M.A.Squadron transferred to "AUSTRALIAY,
Captain G,D,MOORE, R,A.N., relieved tain H, B.

FRANCOMB, M.V.O. R..A..H. 111 command of RAY

Thursday, 26th,. "CANEBERRA™ shifted alongside GARDEN ISLAND from No.d
' m;
Saturday, 27th. Fuelled, Euberked spare aireraft "SEAGUIL" AS-28,

Bunday, 28th. hlemmﬂwEmfﬂmm
essorting Convoy ZK., Eseort. "AUSTRALIA®(RACAS) g
" ACHILLES" AQUITANIA®

Comnodore e

(mi *mpm‘

Hednesday, Sist. P.M. Alreraft from "AUSTRALIA" and "CANBERRA" carried out
search ghead of Convoy.
"HUDSONS™ and "CATALINA"™ airceraft carried out search-
es in vieinity of Convey whilst on

Weather conditions generally good for operating
shin-borne aireraft,

(SGD.) G. D. MOORE

ey
!
!

'..-"_;,':" ; ‘ ;.
. 5 i" ] = " ..
.l .1'! 1 F g I & r;."l
S AUSTRALIN
e ad
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THE COMMANDING OSPICER, H.M.A. S, "CANBEERRA",
$rd December, 1941, 216 /191,

submitted, the following Wer Diary of M., A, S,
“GANBERRA" for the period 18t to 80ta November, 1941i=

At Sydney.

L. M. Proceeded Tor JERVIS BAY, escorting
Hail, To "QUEER HARY",

i.%, Anchored in Derling nm AA-&
"BALLARAT" under my orders carrying
Patrol %o Relo i Py unu!'t m out
continuous

Aol . AR Hole To "QWERH MARY" %0
rendezvous with H.l.'r.;ﬂml mmm::-“am
Ue.Be 15 then progeeded PREJANTLE imots,
Commodore (Captain R.C.0ARCIA,; R.A.N.) in “JUEEN
EL1ZABETH",

AJdi., Passed units of 20th M.5.F. in BASS 5%,

Lalie Recovered men overboard from "JUEEN
ELIZABETH", P.M. Passed H.H.A.S, "SYDNEY" east-
bound for Rendezvous with H.l.A.S5. "ADELAIDE" and

Se B "ZEALANDIA",

AJM. Arrvived FREMANTIE, U.S,13 anchored in
CAGE ROADS, Weather on passage favourable for
high speed maintained.

P.lM,. Procceded escorted U.H, 13 for Rendesvous,
P.i. Ccllected mail from both Transports,

A, Arrived Hendegzvous "N.P". Lat,11085's,
990 25'E, I M. 5. "CORNWALLY took over escort
duties, "“CANBERRA" for FPREUANTLE,
A report of this operation has been forwarded

AJH. Carvied out full-celibre 8" firings off
FRIGANTLE at towed targets.
A, Arrived FREWANILE and fuelled.

P, H. Pmmtwgmlnmma. 13608
escorting S,S8. "KATOOMBA", Weather on passage
mm%rmww 7resh
westerly winds and rough seas,

A.lbe FParted with &, 8. "KATOOHBAY and

patrol,

_ for weather moderating.
PeHe Proceeded in accordence with A.C.Hewe
MELBOURNE'S to search for

vessel (to the south-west of TASMANIA) smoke of
vhich was sighted from HOBART,

AJi. Surfeece and air search negatived.
pmm#-il-l!-*-*i*
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Qe * |
1T[’] Whm’nﬁ&umm

AsMs Docked at COCKATOO ISLAND, .

Garried out Inslining ixperiment,

J OX
LM

SOLTALIL
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THE COMMANDING OFFICER, H.M.A.S."CANBERRA",
5th November, 1941, 21/191,
'THE REAR-ADMIRAL COMMANDING, H,M.A.SJUADRON,

r Hojl, A, S, "CANBERRA" ~ WAR DIARY = PE
- \ | 518t CCTUBLR, 104

Submitted, the following wWar D of Hi.ileAs
ﬁgmwmrorthommmh Uctober to 31st Ogtober,

General Recall sent out,
Proceeded on patrol in accordance with your
041% /6th Oectober to cover shipping in TASHAN SEA,
W-thn conditions were unsuiltable Tor operating
aireraf't until Yednesday 8th Oetober, when one
search was carried out P,M,

Mmmrm:muﬂm

A separate report on this pa has been
forwarded,

Strong West to South-WWest winde and heavy
mmmmmmmum.
mum:mm«rw causing
minor damage to ship's fittings on Forecastle,

AsM. Arrived SYDNEY and fuelled,

Noon. Proceeded to sea and carried out the following
gunnery ﬂr!:nsa*-
o) a:E’ tt E"n tupt:."“ ,
attern
: (b) 5 runs 4" short barrage at
drogue target,
| (e) 2 runs alm;rm weapon
On ecompletion set course r:r AUCKLAND
"trailing™ S.S8,"MARIPOSA™,

Asll, Arrived AUCKLAND and fuelled.

BEoi. "ACHILLES" sailed with "MARIPOSA®,

EuMi, Proceeded for SYDNEY,

& In Latitude 33° 53'S Longitude 1640 056'E
' floating mine by Details are
contained in wmy 2069Z/24th Oetober,

dalle Arrived SYDNEY end fuelled,

Inspection of Damage Control by
Sguadron Ingineer icer,

At SYDNEY,

wgd) H, B. FARNCOMSB,

SAPTAIR.
zcal
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o | N
% ., -;.tuu?.%‘&h !H {f?/ L0 // /
" NOnFined

he Comending OFPlcer WJ7.A.8. *CANNERRA®

3pd Oetober 1941, ' £153/91 701

(w% .\m The flear fdmiral Comending H.f. iustralian Souadron.
{OUpy %o The Sesvetary Navel Seard, velhourne) .

damaged Yalras Alreraft lHe. 12372,
report on this aceldent Bns been ¢
Left T2ANTIE for rendezvous with “envey n.a.uu

Saturday 6th Depte

<=0 A Yade rendezvous with Couvey U.0. 124 sing
&
" W T "2 AY* (Comedore) and *

%P mm esoorted HolleAoBe "OYDETY",
Yroceeded towarde ° s« Strong W h BaW,
winds and heavy gwell were
minor damuage to ‘s ﬂ.ﬂhuuﬁ
a reduetion in

Yonday 3th Cepts LA
Ao Arrived "ANTLYE and fuellede “alrus Alreraft

1,e2322 returned after repairs.
Zuesday 9th Septe

Left TIENANTIE with Convoy U.8. 12A for
TRINCOMALEE, The customary report on this

Cenvoy has been forwarded separatelye i
Monday 15th Tente

Ae'e

Arrived TRINCOMALEY and fuelled, 1 .0.8."00RNTALLY
in harbours .

fuesday 16th Septe
Adle

—

ﬂa.mmwumm,w
for Ned Sene

wm

Ao Carried out test over De-=gnussing rongee
P oM, Arrived COLOMBO end fuelleds

!

Ixiday 10th Septs
Adls ::t coT/MMmO _lruntd‘rt 4" lone range Y
short range targste. 1
Get course for on m |

Saturdas 27th SoORbMAbSER TR and fuelled.
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The Commanding Officer, H.l.A.S."CANBERRA",

@,,_ 4'5" '*""") 34 September, 1941, 5939/191/39

Mw&mw Naval Board, Navy Office, Melbourne.
(Copy to The Rear-Ad:irsl Commandi H.".A.Squadron).

BV WAR DIAKY FOR THE PERIOD 13th JULY AUGUST,_ 19414

Sunday 15th July.

Left COLO'BO for PREMANTLE.
Sunday 20th July.

Arrived at FREVANTLE and fuelled.
Nonday 21t July.

Left FREMANTLE escorting . .V."DUNTROON" to the vicinity of the
Gulf of St Vineent. -

Fridey_25th July.
wwnm"mmnﬁ"mmmumm &

gm 2oth Jmi
Arrived at PORT MELBQURENE and fuelled.
Stored and ammunitioed sbip.

| rnmgum ,Lg;
Left PORT MELBOUENE and after out Guun Exercises
&mdtd out of PORT PHILLIP astern of H.T." AF"'{I VAN
ALDEGONDE",  Om cle Swept Channsl made readesvous

with H,Y.A,S5,."SYDHEY" ¢ .T S+ "JOHAN VAN OLDENBARNEVELT"

snd "{ATOOUBA". Formed Gonvoy (UsS<11B) and set course
or FREMAN 'LE.

¥ednesday 6th August.

Arrived at FREMALTLE aud fuelled. VWeather on passsge was
2@@ with the bftim of two days of heavy S.7W. swell.

s, speed had to be reduced.
Priday Jth August.

Left FREANTLE for SINGAPORE with Convoy (U.S.11B) consisting
of H,7's. "HARNIX VAN ST ALDEGONDE" re F.E.H.G.HOBART

| R.N.R.)
| "JOHAH VAN OLDENBARNEVELT"

"SIBAJAK®
| The custoszary report on this convoy has been forwarded

separately.

Wed.esdsy 13th August,
Fassed through SUNDA STRAITS.
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; 24/
e, X

Thursday 14th August. ATRINTER

Arrived at SINGAPORE, Berthed in ¥EPPEL H/RBOUR and

fuelled. Good weather was experienced d ring the passage
with the usual S.E. swell. i

~ Friday 15th August.
shifted berth to Naval Anchorage.
Wednesday_20th_August.

Left SINGAPORE with the intention of escorting "SIBAJAK"
to the vicinity of VELBOURNE as a modified eonvoy (C-in-C

CHINA message 1/19th August) and then proceeding direct
to SYDHEY, 01:151234&2“&:{“ %ﬂh "SIBAJAK" outside

KEPPEL HARBOUR she reported her windlass had broken down,

which necessitated her undergoing repairs before sailing
estinated to take four days. "CANBEIRA" was then 2(1;%

for FREMANTLE independently, (C~in-C mess-age 0921G
August).

lionday 25th Auguste

Carried out H.A. and close range firing at smoke burst
targets. .

Tuesday 2uth August.
Arrived at FREMAITLE and fuelled.
Friday 29th_August.

G&i‘ied ﬁut route march through the' streets of FRET.!AH’PLE,
six platoons taking part.

Saturday 31st August.
At FREVANTLE,

CAPTAIN.

—
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WAR DIARY OF H,.M.A.8, "CANBERRA" FOR
PERIOD 0th JUNE - 12¢h JULY 1941,

Zaesday 10th June. At MOMBASA,

AN, Proceeded from anchorage and sccured alongside KILINDINI
WHARF, TMuelled,

Yednesday 11th June,
AM., Shifted berth to anchorage in KILINDINI HARBOUR,

Zridsy 15th June.
P H, H.E.Ships "BARUAN" and "LATONA" arrived.

Saturday 14th, June.
AM, M. H.Ships "BARHAM" snd “LATONA" sailed.
P.M, Selled for TANGRA.
AN, IAnchored in TANGA Harbour,
P.M. Sefled for ZANZIBAR.

Honday 16th, June,
AN, JAnchored in ZANZIRAR Roads.

> %;&#ﬂmm)m . 4398,

P, M, Set course for COLOEBO viea the EIGHT DEGRAE CHANNEL,

Honday 25rd Jung,
AJK. Carried out two runs 4" H.A.firing at & Smoke Burst Target.
Tuesday 24ih Juns.

P,M, Arrived at COLOMBO and secured to No.7 Buoys. Fuelled.
8hips in c:nw H.M.Ships "GLASGOW", "ENTERPRISE", sl

Hednesday 25Th Jung,
H.M.S, "GLASGOW" sailed.

Eriday 27th June.

A Court Martial (Presidemt, Ceptein J.C.ANNESLEY, D.3.0., R.N.)
aaserbled on hn's'l H.H.A.8. "CANSERR A", . 4

continued om boerd H.N.S, "ENTERFRISE",

Hondsy SO0th June.,
H.M.8, "ENTERFRISE" sailed.

i
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HMAWf e "OYIUEY® and Convey .5, 177 in harde
SYIEEY Predn te Strong
i for E.. _ oug

CAPTATE «
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Wednesday 2nd July.

AN, mmmmun.vm
H.M.S. "CERES" arrived,

Friday 4th July,

A M, Eﬂlu:, and carried out close range H.A. firings at a sleeve
On completion proceeded towards rendezvous with H,T."BLLENGA"
mmnnormmauptm

| P,M, Rendezvéused with H,T,"ELLENGR" and assumed duties of Ocesn

i:t“mm for a rendegvous in position 10°Neorth

Wednesday 9th July.

A, - wm with H,M.S. “DANAE" in position m"nm
tmmmwuthalntiuotﬂmm Set
course for FREMANTLE,

Thursday 10th July.

A.M, Course was altered to proceed towards COLOMBO (C,in C. E,I.'s
limll'ﬂﬂ ﬂﬁMﬁa‘uy)

16th & 19th. MNoderate South East Trades when clear of the African
| Flying - possible.
Taking of T the sea -~ not practicable,

20th - 24th. South West Monsoon (foree 2 - 3) veering to West
force 2 - 8)
ing - possible.
Taking off the sea - not practicable,

4th - 6th., South West Monsoon foree 3 -~ 5,
Flying - ible when under the lee of the CEYLON
and IND Coast.

Taking off the sea - not practieable.

7th - 9th. South West Monsoon force 6, NHoderate Swedl.
Mlying - not practicable.

10th -128th. South Wes$ Monsoon force & - 5.
Flying - possible.
Taking off the sea - not practicable.
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e
. N 10" k. |

s ¥hich were to have been
m.uqcmnlmtl.gnﬂ.

¥
»

1230 Passed 1.T. "QUETN ELYABETHE" bound ecast.

0500 Farted eompany with the eonvey and muﬁl for ADEN,

1130 Passed H.T, "SULANDIA™ boudd JURZ with Jouth African
troops.

1600 Arpived A 7N end secured o bBuoys in the Immer
iup!nnw Hqi.. "CAPRTOWH" , "XIR0
"ROTINA" and Tree Prench ‘loop "IAVORGNAN DR BRAZZA®, |

1880 HoM, 'Ripg "CAVETOURY and "ROTLEAY Salled.

Honday i2th. Maye
0930 H M. TS5, "CLTV " arrived

i
! s — = - — - _—— = —_— e —
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- Tuepdsy 13th. Vey.
0980  H.¥.T.S. "CLIVE® and H.M.S, "EIRG ORUPFYD" satled.

Nednosday 1ithe Nu¥e
0980 .Ww mtﬁum"mﬂ
i ”%?“"%“u&'“aﬁ?ir"

Jeturdey 17the HaY.
Arrived in the patrol area.

0400
2340 Received C.in C. R.I. signal mfu/:w gi
um " a8 bo '&n 200

15'-,1" This on was sub-
umd —3 154331,,.'73""l o H.t.A.8,
"CAR *thfmwﬁdM'w.ﬁ&
Hel.Ships “"CORNJALLY and fm.am"n"

Tuesday 0th, Hay.

0100 H.H.A.5. "CABERRA" ordered to patrol in the Rastern
guarter of the original patrol aree.

09001200 Carried out an sair reconnaiassance, Nothing seen.
Seines uy 2iste oy, -

fielle search for enemy "torget” wes sbandoned.

2000 Progoeded fop PORT VICTRTA, SEYCHELLES.
Sundey E0the Heys
_J 1080 Arrived IEVCHE LES and anchared in N7 VICTORIA
Paelled 1392 tons from 3.5, "BRITIGH GANTIS". On the

wmtlm#mwmuhmm:?uinm
west of DENTS ISLANDL(C.1n Cs E.I. 0055

1500 Catalina Flying Boat "Y" arrived from DTEN0 G R0TA.
Sednesds 28th. “aye
' 0200 Tef't P uT VICT RTA and for o position,

w Best (osition A) at 1° Imota. M the

wmamlmeﬂ'mﬁm“lmtﬁl
p aition Jest of DONTS TALATD,

Thwesday 20the ' L¥-

1730 mmam-um*a-mwt_um
RIGHT DIGRE” Channel at 18 mots,

Sundgy 188, JS0.

1300 MHW(“E‘L’)
anee with ¢. in C, E.I.MMJ

1200 rroceeded towerds a rendesvous with H.H.
-la.s.-mmwm mpniiim

R,
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THE PERIOD %th EARCH - 2nd MAY, 1941,

rar the peri th Yerch «

(8gd) H.B. FARNCOMB,

CAPTAIN. ‘

- . : . i
- i e e A i — = __...il.-lﬂi-____r._..--._‘qq..._.-, il — < a
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Wednesday 26th March. At MAURITIUS,
A.M. Exercised the Anti-Scuttling Party onboard £,3. "OLCADES",.

27t

0030 Sailed for the NAZARETH and SAYA DE MALHA BANKS to carry
out reconnaissance in accordance with Commander-in-Uhief, Bast
Indies signal 06427/26 March.

Fr 28th to t

Proceeded as requisite for carrying out ship and air
reconnaissance of the NAZARETH and SAYA DE MALHA BAKS, Nothing
wae seen except a large patch of o0il fuel in the position where
8.8. "KETTY PRAVIG" had been sunk on 4th Mzrch, Conditions for
operating aireraft, and visibility, were very good,

Tuesdsy 1st April.

0830 Arrived at PORT LOUIS, MAURITIUS and moored ship.
Fuelled 810 tons from 5,8, "OLCADES",

Friday 4th April,

0630 Sailed in company with H,T, “"TALAMBA" (carrying
MAURITIUS troops) for PORT VICTORIA, SEYCHELLES.

0930 Carried out a Throw-short firing and Rangefinder and
Inclination exercise on H,T, "TALAVMBA",

Monday 7th April,

0730 Arrived at PORT VICTORIA, SEYCHELLES and fuelled 437
tons from R,.F.A. "APPLELEAW,

0800 H.M.S, "GLASGOW" arrived.

1345 Weighed and proceeded for the position 50 30' South
45° Bast (vide Commander-in=-Chief East Indies' signal 0730/7th

April).

Oth .

Patrolled in the area 49 30' South 450 East to give
cover to Convoy W.9.6 bound north.

th April,

Completed patrol and set course for PORT VICTORIA,
SEYCHELLES.
Satur t r

0715 Arrived at FORT VICTORIA, SEYCHELLES and fuelled 789

tons from R,.¥.A. "APPLELEAF".
H.M. Ships "HERMES" and "ENTERPRISE" in harbour,

1400 Sailed for COLOMEO,
0 th r

0430 Ship was diverted to carry out a reconnalssance of
the CHAGOS GROUP (vide Commander-in-Chief, Bast Indies' signal
2250/13th April) where D/F bearings of an enemy transmission had
been obtained, .

e S
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Carried out ship and reconnaissance of the area
bounded by latitudes 5° 20' South and 7° 20' South and longitudes
659 30' Bast and 69° 30' Bast and the whole of the CHAGOS GROUP
except SPEAKER'S BANK. Set course for COLOMBO P.M. Wednesday
16th April, having seen nothing except the R.A.F, Tender
"AIINE" which was at DIEGO GARCIA,

Friday 18th April.

1000 Arrived at the outer end of the COLOMBO Swept
Channel.

1100 Secured in COLOMBO Harbour, TFuelled 1304 tons from
lighters.

1045 H,M,.85, "CORFU" arrived,
1800 H.M.I.S. "RAMBAS" arrived.
h th .

1000 Proceeded as re%u:laitt to carry out 4" H,A, firings.
On completion of firings, course was set for
rendesvous with Convay U.8.10 in position 80 10' North 840 25
st.

25Th .

1400 Rendezvoused with H.M.A.S, "AUSTRALIA" and Convoy
u.8, 10, (comprising H,T.s "GUEEN ELIZABETH" (Commodore), "QUEEN
MARY" , "MAURETANIA", "ILE DE FRANCE"). Took charge of
TRINCOMALEE portion of the Convoy U.8.10 (H.T.s "QUEEN ELIZABETH"
and “"QUEEN MARY") and parted company with the mmainder.

Proceeded for OMALEE at 25 knots,
Saturday 26th April,

0600 Arrived aﬁ' the entrance to TRINCOMALEE Harbour
in company with the “Yonvoy. Between 0600 and 0900 both transports
anchored in the Harbour and H. M.A.S, "CAUBERRA" secured alongside
the 01l Wharf in CHINA BAY., Tueclled 565 tons,

5 27 ) |

1500 W, M.A.8. "CAVBERRA" sailed in company with H,T.
"QUEEN ELIZABETHY, H.T. "QUEEN MARY" remsined bhehind to complete
fuelling, Set course for PERIM at 25 knots.

Monday 28th April,
0030 H,T, "QUEEN MARY" was sighted astern overtaking,

0600 H.T. "QUREN MARY" took statien on the starboard beam
of H.T, "QUREN ELIZARETH",

Tuesday 89th April.

A. M, Received Commander-in-Chief, Hast Indies' signal
reporting a Raider Diastress Message, together with various amplifying
reports. These indicated that a reider had attacked S.S., "CLAN

BUCHANAN" in position 5° 24' North 62° 46' Bast at 0108z/28th April.

P.M, Carried oui alreraft reconnaissance ahead of the
Convoy with negative results.
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1600 H.M.I.S. "PARVATI" sunk by a2 mine in position
11:0 lg*::u;m. 429 54' Bast (off ASSAB, end close to Convoy route

Commander-in-Chief Bast Indies (T.0.0, 15302%30)
instructed H,M,.S, "NIZA™ bound ADEY to SUEZ to sweep convoy
m{t with 7.59.D.5, between Lat. 13° 08' North and 14° 30' North
on l1lst May.

Thursday 1st Nay.
A.M, Yo mines found by “"NIZAM".

1750 Convoy formed in to line shead in order "QUEEN MARY"
"QUEEN ELIZABETH", and streamed paravanes,

1800 Recelved instructiona from Commander-in-Uhief, Bast
Indies (7.0.0. 1440/1) to remain with Convoy to lat. 14° 30' North,
taking station ahead of colunm to give additional paravane
protection,

1930 Exchanged identitlies with H.H.I.S, "NETRAVATIV,

2000 Pasged PERIM. TIncreased speed to 27 knote, Ships
in line ahead,

Friday 2nd May,

0040 Parted company with Convoy end proceeded for ADEN
at 25 knots., Convoy proceeded independently for SUEZ.

1030 Arrived outer end ADEN Swept Channel.

Secured in 0. . Berih.

Fuelled 5440.75 tous.

Shipe In RerDOU®. 1.1.S."CERES", H.M.S5. "BOTLEA®,
French - loop "SAVORGNAN DE BRAZZA".
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Submitted for information the attached War Diery of
Ei‘li.l.ﬂ. "CANBETRA" for the pori d 6th, Pedruavy - 25th, Harch
544 H.B. FARKCOWMS,
CAPTAIN,
= e . s Z3
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w-mwswrrmsmmraiaunm
Chenged two 4" gmns (vide my signal T.0.0. 0940/18 th, Jenuary.)

lionday 10th TFebrusry.
0730( JH.ALS. "HORART® and Convoy U.®.9 arrived at Promentle.
r:?ufl Sf.“ﬂm JHT, "HAURBTANIA® and Puteh E"r!. -nzwmnmu'
secure! alongside; H.Ps "AQUITARTA’ (Commodlore) and "OQUEEN MARY"

anchored in GAGE ROADE,

Tuesday '1th, Februamy.

RT" sailed.
T Ghanged one 4"gun (vide vy signal T.0.0, 0940/ 18th. Jemuery.)

| : U.s.9 (RT3
_ | wi -in--m-r cm_“_(n
' m-ﬂwgwnmmu'mmm

. Recelive o "Warship Raider” report from British ©.7, "CANADIANW
o CRUISEN™ In & patzm Sonth West of the SEYCHELLE".

Squadron Leader TARRIS'N RAF., and W,
the MATDIVIAN thl;m at Gﬁfm)m

HALDIVE ISTANDE, Tt was intended that n
H:It-thmmthaﬂnhmnm

position
1828 Recelved C.In G, B, 1,
"CANBE"RA" to

, at 25 lmots,

- | H.E.A. . "CAVBERRA" téok pert in &
T e e Tonel Tt srosooding 1 g Gone
mlnd’th- QYRS and patrolling to the Bastward of |
that group.

L— — T - ——— L S = = ——— = 2 S

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1073 780



2.

P aEreTEL S, end fuel’ed 1100tons from |
.L;'Bipc in uup;w .. .Ships " meArd” (proceeding

R.A. 7, and My, DIDI tO
from C.In C, B.I.

JLS, "LEANDER" in 4
“th, Pebruary,)

..
— i

= _ —— 4
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(Sgd.) H.B.Famcomb

[ . ——="- - a —_ - o
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m H.l.am.'u?mmm. RS S

1830 W with M, T MAURETANTA® tn position 307 4a's

gnen,

1530 fdentified M.0.MANTEDAY fn ponition 367 oBts  118° 12w,
1700 All ghips stroamed PRTRYRLOB

iio0 Catapul ted Alreraft with signade Car Distriet lavel
Officar, Yeat Austral

Iridays Snd Tnmuerie

0830 Arrived at the ntrsnce o PUNANTLY Pwept Channel -
whﬂmhanMtMﬂ-
tranaports were glven orders t¢ proceed independently.

o730 Oarrted sut % full calibrs firing.
09501130 Transports anchored or secured alongside as follows e
In OAOE ROATE o W.Tas "ACVITANTA® and “OUREH MART,*

In VRIMANTLE NARBOUR o H,Tee "MAUNRTANTA®, SDOMTNYON
YOHARC® and PATATEA,®

1300 HellyAoD o "OAIMINNA® gecured o PIEMANTIR
FARDOUN, TFabaried 1169 tons fuel,

Pell A HelaA
. wmiu MaA B JHINRART? fop

mﬂ'ﬂd:‘k

Divers were seut ﬂﬂhﬁﬂ“d’ﬁ

and "OUTEER MARY,e

1000 Ceuferense of manters held ou

_ ' Hell ol o8 « *CAHNMIRRA®
to disouss action should enemy
et night.

he euesuntered

Aeltle ReToe “ATATEA®, *DOMINION YOEARCH® and *"MAURRTAHLAY
Mhthmm.
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(2)

Saturdaye 4t Januarye (Conte)

Adl, & mm wore on the paravanes of M. Te."ANTITANIAY,
P oMo R R e e BB .

Sundaye Oth Tamuanye
0900 Convoy U.5.2 welghed and préceeded for COLOMO,

m

0530 m mu 848 *TYHDAREUR® in tisn 279 28's
m- 451, m'ul heraelf Yy new erohant
Ship tl.ltﬂ.u

AJ, Ixerolsed the eonvoy in making emergency turnse

Juesdays 78h Januarye

1600 Catapul ted Adrovaft for reconnaissance ashead of the Convoye

1853, e tish N.0,
*WANGANELLA® {n thm "‘um. " mie wae
subgequentiy proved to have been gsent out in error.

Zednesdav, 9%h Januarys

Aolle msrolsed the Convey in making emergency turnse

Catapulted the Alveraft 8o exercise the spare Alveraft's

o reconuaissance flight was made due %o eugine fatllure
S e S ”

Zhuradays Ot Jenuarys

AW, ted the Alreraft to exercise the spare orew in
w tfinding exeroises and in photography.

Polle

1800 Catapul ted alroraft for resonnnisasnce ahead of the Ceonvoys
Zxidars JO%h Jenuarys
A,

wwnmﬂhmluhmmh

143 Catapulted the Alreraft for reconualscance shead of the
- uml

1900 Exerclised emergeucy turns at dusk.
Saturday, 218h Tanustye
1345 Catapulted the Afreraft for reconuaissance ahead af the

Sonvoy and to find M M0, °CAPETONE® in order to inform her
the presence of M.T."OURN MARY.* The Alreraft

for COLOYRO But had to smikte a foroed

ing ¢ The Alrorvaft was domaged on

next momings The customary report has been
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(3)

faturday, 11th Tasusry, (Conte)

1400 HoT 1 QURER MARY®
LI TSI S fres e ey ot

Sunday. 324 Jauuerye

Catapul ted spare alreraft with orders %o find the other
Alreraft and then %o land st 0oL, .

Arrived at the outer end of the COLMNO Swept Channel.

i 8

1620 A8 "AUNTEROR" arvived,
15588 ol o MIANTHTAY arrived,
1709 HMloB"CAPETOVI" arvived,

1740 omummwmlw' AneChief, Tast
mm;mn 1 t Taouary)e .
Oeneral reonll was Llssued the “hip's Company.
20563 i) § proceeded towards
nl;i Jignlﬂlﬂ' esgcorting x breaver
in order %o render assiotance as 1t was
Zueodnye 14%: Tauuarye

Tdentified W .B.,*MANNDA" {n position 7° 00 977 4o,

Sighted and ldentifled MO .T.0TINAVATI® who had »
breaker “HAUTILIS® {n tows in position 7% loW
Closed and found all wes wells

565,

288 EE
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Hallel o "ARTELOR® procesded out of harbdour.

0P80
1108 HaMofl o " CATRTOWE" sut of harbour

proceeded | followed by
hm:mumu&fla SHYEDY ZEFLANDY « Commodore,

Viea=Cammods 5 mmr |

m’ﬂ"'}' " :amr ',E;m“m.a" o wermTewy 2

- . % de wITTY), e
oI EEVARAY was delayed in selling.

Hote =
and proceeded out of harboup

RoMaloff s *CANNERRA* )4 Y
vhers ghe amaited “,.T. ARA® yntll 1470 when both ships

proveeded o9 as s rejola the couwnys

Hallah o8 "ORUTHREA® Saok atation 2 miles on the nort bow
of the couvey (ulght station),

| | Bo8"MANTAY MARU® ”°
R T s e Rk aeiitashee ¥ vw

:

3

faturday, 13th Jauuarye
1130 Farted empany with eonvay U.5.0 Set esurse for COLOMDBO.

1242 4 and gooke Horweglan f.8, TROEVIIIH" poel
| 00 Barn 720 00 0m, g e So—
1308 il EJfLEIMINIONE " it
m mhm BICOLOAS® in posiftion
1800 Oarried sut 2* TNedused Charge "nil Calld ring
BePuTe towed by N ToAATNLEINAT, b e
1648 Arrived at the eud of 001N fwept Chanuele
1904 Beoured to Wo,3 Dugy COTMMA WANRGIM,

a,:(gmu:‘m - MM, 0hips "HREOTOR," *TARANTILA,® and

Helloll o "LUEANDEN® pprived,
Mool o "HIOTOR® left harboure

R =
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(5)

o

Thursday 23rd Januaxy. k

0845 Slipped and proceeded for Lhe following gunnery practices
which were carried out during the day:-

a) A.A. 3 close range qualifying Iirings.
b 3' KA. ipinge a% & sleeve target.

¢ * full calidre full charge long range day [irimgs.
d) 8% full calibre night firings.
2000 Proceeded at requisite for the night.
Iriday 24th January.
0730 Recovered aircraft and set course for FREMAN"LE.
? 1400 rassed and spoke 5.8, “LEANAY,
;- | commander-in-Chief, Bast Indies signal 0752/24
| — m: '“th 'Cu of the hwbiua 0f 5.8, "MANDASOR" in position
§-T18%s 629 00'%.
cormander-in-Chief, Zast Indis, altered
1997 ?om.m.trt:‘;i;?mﬁ-ium speed to 2'5 knots teo eorry ““E
the se roh for ‘he raicer that had attacked S.85. "MANDASOR".
3 {18 of this operation between 24th and 28th
o ?mn. “uh:.u been ’:zzt separately under cover of my
letter number 4'918/‘131/ dated 27/1/41.
Tuesday 20th January.

tapulted aircraft to search SUVA DIVA AT LL and the
i EIEMTOR!AL cHANNEL (Maldive Islands)e

0842 Anchored in ADDU ATOLL harbours ‘uelled 1084 tons from R.¥.A.
"PRARLEA #%,

0930 Recovered aireralte

122% HeMo8s "LRANOREY arrived.

1420 Proceeded, Set coursd for 'REMANTLE.
Ixiday 318t Jonuarys

0930 Carried out 4" M.A. firinge at a smoke burst.

1) -

1335 Arrived at the end of the Swept Channel to FREMANTLE.

1600 gide the wharf in FREMANTLE harbour - fuelled
m:}“gut Australian ratings sent on three days leave.

Yednesday Sth ebruaii.

0640 HeM.2.8, "SYINEY" arrived in harbours

1601 H. M AsB, "SYDNEY" salleds

===
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The Commanding Offlcers H VA S “CAIIERRAAL"
mh_ 1940 -

7y aved Hoards &

kiirt;u i: 5 BT08 108 ocTan:

Submitted for infommmtion the attached War Diary of
r{;ﬁuaﬂm' for the period 18th Oatober « 27¢h Hovember,
*

(Bge) 1.8, FARNCOME.
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Fxiday. 16th October. COLOMRBO .

HJ8,"CALEDON" proceeded to sea for exercises A M. and
returned to harbour 7.M.

Saturday, 19th Octobers COLOMBO,
Ho A8, "HOBART" proceeded into dry dock.

Honday, 21t October. COLOMBO .
0930 H.M.8,"RANCHI® arrived.

1630 Hl.85,"CALEDON" -upu and proceeded as Ogean Egcort
to Convoy U.3. Duteh ghips "JOHAN DE ﬂﬂ' (85) and "NIRUYW
ZBRLAND" (86). ohfcmﬁm-thﬂmut 700,

Sednendays 23ed Ogtober, COLOWBO,
0900 HM.A.8,"VESTRALIA" sailed for BOMBAY.

Thursday, 24%h Ogtober, COLOMBO.

Bmbarked a draft of naval and military ratings for passage
to BOMBAY and eventual return to AUSTRALIA.

Exiday, 25th Octover,  COLOMRO,

0900 Eli;nd and pailed. {mu out 8" sud ealivre,
“:h e and Torpedo firings.) 2 o‘ for COCOS ISLAND
egvous in position OL (12 30'3 96" 00'R) at 0600Z on
30th October.
At 1630 a signal was received from G-Hn-‘ Zast
Indies the Dosition of the rendemvous So 89 20's 9%° 13
at 03002 on mu'm-. It wap then decided that time would

not permit the vigit to COCOS ISLAND and course was get direect
for the new rendesvous.

1700 Gpoke British 5,.8."DESHOULZEA™ bound SINGAPORE to
COLOMBO .

Saturday, 26th October.

1215 Spoke Duteh a.a.mu' bound SINGAPORE to DURBAN,

2000 Received Rear Adaniral Commanding H.i.Australian
Mron message 06232 of 26th Octobver amending rendesvous GL to
g original position and time, It wae thn decided to close

cocos ISLAND group during the afterncon of 29th October and course
and speed were adjusted accordingly.

Monday, 20th October,

0131 Received from Commander-in<Chief Hast Indies message
19302 of 27th October asking if H.M.A, 5."CANBERRA" had sighted
the CHAGOS GROUP since 1 ng COLOMBO, Replied in the negative.
It su

bgequently transpired that natives of the group had reported
the sighting

of a three funnelled c¢ruiser approaching from the
Yorth on a Southerly course.
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Zuesday, 29th Cctober.

1430 rassed NORTH KEELING ISLAND and proceeded south to
%I;;o ﬂ-‘llﬁﬂ.ﬂp ::‘ the COCOS m..:’mtgnm were pnn:. at :ho;t

ourse speed were us as necessary re
in Iic vicinity of the rendeszvous GL. -

Zednesday, 30th Octobex.

1200 Met H.M,.A.8."PEATH" (mz: the flag of Admiral
Commanding H.M.Australian GSquadron) econvey U.5,.6.(H.u.Transports
"AQUITANIA" « Commodore - "QUREN MARY" and "MAUREBTANIA®)

1245 Agsumed the duties of Senior Officer, Ocean lscort.

HolloA.8."PERTH" proceeded for COCOS ISLANDS and H.M.A. 8.
“CANEERRA" and the Convoy for BOMBAY, speed 22 knots.

The usual report of the Convoy has been forwarded
under separate cover,)

2200 “AQUITANIA" reported & man overboard, The Convoy
wag ordered to s and H.M.A,9,."CANBERRA" proceeded to agsist
in the pearch for the missing man., Yothing was seen and the
gsearch was abandoned after an hour,

JThurgday, 31st Ogtober,

"AQUITANIA" reported that a careful muster of the whole
had been made and that no one wapg misping. A
¢ a mintake the previous night in reporting a man

Ship's
sentry had
overboard.

Seturday, 2nd November.

1800 Received a signal broadecast from Britisgh 5.3.%CITY

OF JOHANNRSBURG" npca the gighti f i 1
in position 37'n P&'!. ﬁungt;or: ::ﬂ tzb:?qumg

cancelled and signal received from Commander-in~Chief ‘ast
Indies stating that the ship gighted was probably H.M.35."DANAR."

Sunday, 3rd November.

1145 rassed and spoke Pritish 35.5.%EL HIND" bound COLOMBO
to BOMBAY.

Honday, 4th November.

0700 Arrived off the entrance to BOMBAY OSwept Channel in
company with U.5,6. All ghips anchored in the harbour by about
1000 except "QUEEN MARY" who was anchored about 10 miles out.

0800 Catapul$ed the aircraft for a navigational flight.

1100 Proceeded alongside ALZIANDRA DOCK wall - fuelled
196‘ tons,.

e 1$TQE'E"'.MOB- arriveds Other ghip in coupany
L R e L ] :

Tuegdey, JSth November,
1000 £Shifted billet to the Naval Anchorage.
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Yedvesday, 6th November,
1245 Veighed and proceeded for FREMANTILE,

Pageed and spoke the followinl ships during the day
1020 Swedish 9i8,"DANAHOLM® bound CALCUTTA to NOMBAY,
1230 U.S.A.ship "MINDANAO" bound MANILA to BANREIN.
1400 British 8.8."ASHRIDGE" bdound COCHIN to BOMBAY.

Friday, Oth Yovember.
0700 Papsed and exchanged identities with M. M.3."RANCHI .*

2130 rassed and spoke S.85."ISIPINGO" bound MOMBASA to
COLOMBO , :

ZJunday, 10th November.

2328 Commenced sesrch for the Haider that had attacked
Norwegian 5.8."0LE JACOBS" in position 6" 29'N 90° 16'2 at 1341
G, T, (Commanderein-Chief Last Indies signal 16242/11 November.)

s A full r t of the operations for the period 1830
10th Yov « 1830 14th November has been forwarded under gover
of my letter nuaber 3919/190/9 0f 19th November, 1940,

donday, 11th November.
08 Received a distress signal from British 3.35."AUTOMEDON"
ghe was being attacked an armed raider in latitude

stating
43 1&'! Longitude jambed) bearing 4 HM A8, "CANBRERRA"
vhich made her longitude approximately 90% 2

Tuesday, 12th - Sednesday, 1ith November.

Continued search with ship and aireraft.

18 Abandoned gearch in accordance with Commander#ineChief
Eapt I I.l" signal 11122 of 13th November, and get course for

Yednesday, 20th November.
0600 Arrived at the entrance to FREMANTLE Swent Channel.

0700 Catapulted the aireraft which proceeded to HAYLA DS
Aerodrome,

0907 Sefured at "A" wharf in FREIANTLE Harbour Fuelled
2741 tons, .

1700 Received & Raider Distress message from British S5.95.
"MAIMOA™ in position 31° 50's 100" 21'®R . Recalled the Shin's
- gy from short leave and prepared for sea in anticipation

orders,

2200 Heecovered aireraft.

azfo 814 and proceeded in accordance with Yaval %oard
gignal 1107Z of mmmw:rozumﬂmw.
80 ratings were left behind on sailiag.
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Timrsday, 21gt Jovenber.
8309 Recoived distress
BRISBANE® in position 20° 22'South

| 2322 Altered course toward
increased to 26 Mmots. .

from 8.8 ."PORT
36 ""ant.

the new position and

0730 Sighted a lifeboat io ition 30% 41 &
"Bast. Mttnﬂtﬂlfahm}lﬂ"ﬁ .
from "NMAIMOA® as ship was sbout 70 miles N J.¥.

.h!

Lghted S tt1on 20° oBs 950

from S.B.'I;nm W:ﬂ enntained l.”offmlm.m
ratings were talten onbeard

ts were then left with their plugs out to sink. -

t these days -« a detalled

Carried out searches
od under cover of my letter

k
; report of operations has been
number 4651/190 dated 26 November.

1500 Tumed East and proceeded for FUINANTIE at 21

Lgnday, 25%h Novenber.
1219 Recelved Naval Toard sigmal (time "

04147 of 25¢h Novemde

wl.h' o .) mtnﬂhguhm,o&m
4360 Inecreased speed to 29 wnots.

Catapulted Aireraft to take signals o PROVANTIE.
1690 sprived off the Intrance to FRIMANTLE Swept

Channel.

191 seoured alongside A Thar? FRIMANTLE Marbours

e J—— - - i e |ﬂ:- - ! . : IE
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Undocked P.M. and proceeded to Chowder RBay « Fuelled 2210

tons.

Thurgday, 29th Augusgt,
Shifted bPillet A M, to No. 2 Buoy.

Fridey, 30th August,
Sailed in with H.M.Trans "AQUITANIA" (T1) to
Sosition 309

rendezvous ¥Q in 50's 1 00'®,

Saturday, 3ist August.

0545 « Het the remainder of Convoy U.S.4 « HJM,.Transports
"MAURETANIA" (Commodore - T2), "ORCADES" (T3) and "BMPRESS O
JAPAN* (“) - gogorted by H.M.A.S5."PERTH" (Flying the flag of
Rear Admiral Commanding H.M.Australian S ) and H.M.S, |
"ACHILLES" (Flying the P“road Pendant of the Commodore Commanding
New Zealand Division).

0645 « HM.,A,S."PERTH" and H.M.3,"ACHILLES" parted company
and HM.A.8."CANBERRA" apsumed the duties of Senior Officer,
Ogean Escort.

Note s+ The customary report of the Convey has been forwamie
ed under separate cover.

0515 « Sighted an unknown merchant ship (of approximately
6000 tons) which passed very close to "T2", This was subsipquent-
1y reported to the N.C.5,0 . FREMANTILE for investigation.

Tuepday, Jrd September, 3

1100 - Ca ted aircraft with signals to be taken to
DN, 0, Vestern Aus ia.

¥ednesday, 4th September. ¥

0700 « Arrived off the entrance to the Swept Chamnel of
Fremantle. The Mark ‘hip for the Swept Chammel falled to arrive
in time on account of bad weather, H.M.A.S5,"CANRERRA" streamed
paravanes and swept ahead of the convoy.

“T1" anchored in GAGRE ROADS where she fuelled from R,F.A.
"FURUNBA." The remaining ships of the Convoy sedured alongside
in FREMANTLE HARBOUR,

1350 « H.M.A.S."CANBERRA" secured alongside - fuelled 914

fon 3

tons.

Thursday, Sth September,

0900 « H M.A.S ."CANBERRA® slipped and eeded in company
with Convoy U.5.4s, All ships were clear of mqt Chann
by 1430, Set course for rendezvous AE in position 8

Pagsed 2.5."SCOTAAS" south bound,
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Sunday, Oth September,
Entered the Zast Indies Station.

Monday, 9th September,

Received news that a disguised enemy raider h'd attacked
the British 2.0."ATHRLXING® in position 21" 48's 40'%,

Tuenday, 10th September.

Rleceived news of thg hiuﬁ g.a.'mmu' being attacked
by aireraft in position 18" 40's S4'%,

1830 -« Passed and spoke 5.3."STENTOR®™ bound BATAVIA,

Thursmday, 12th September.

0730 = "T1" hauled out of the line to bury & man who had
died onboard.

0810 « Exchanged identities with H.M.A.5."WESTRALIA" bound
south from COLOMBO.

1830 « Passed and spoke 5,3."CITY OF BOMBAY" and “"LISS",

Friday, 13%h Ceptember.

1345 « Het H.M,.5."COLOMBO" and transferred the duty of
Ocean Escort to her.

1430 « Parted company with the Convoy and proceeded for
COLOMBO,

Saturday, 14th September,

0700 = Arpived at COLOMBO and secured to buoys. fuelled
1310 tons,

H.M.Ships "CARLISLE" and "WIDNES" in harbour.
Sunday, 15th September,
0800 = Slipped and sailed for FREMANTLE - gpeed 22 knots.
Hednesday, 18th September,
| intered the Auptralian Ctation.

Thurgday, 19%h September.

12 o~ Passed -'l spoke Greek .3,"EATE" bound north in
position 217 00's 104" 30'RH,

Eridey, 20th September,

0600 « Intercepted Raider Distress ‘essage, re-broadcast
from DURBAYN nta.tlnt thnt.lmh 82§« "COMMISSAIRE RAMEL" had
been gunned I position 28" 20's 74 20'R,

rassed 9.9."SCOTIA® in position 29° 30's 108° 30'm,

 m———————
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‘Saturday, 21st September,

0600 « Met H-H-}-B-'m' (m"" the ﬂ‘ of Rear Admiral
Commanding H.M.Australian Squadron) and convoy U.8.5 (Duteh 5.3,
"INDRAPORRA" (83 = umoun;. "SLAMAT" (84), "NINUW HOLLAND" (81)
and "CHRISTIAAN HUYGENS"(52),

0900 = Secured alongside in FREMANTLE HARBOUR - fuelled 1822
tons.
Sunday, 22nd Ueptember,

0930 = H.M,A.S."PERTH" pailed and H.M.A.8."CANBNRRA" assumed
the duty of Senior Officer, Ocean HEscort.

{ g= The usual Convoy Report has been forwarded under
separate cover,)
1100 = H M. A.85,"CANBERRA" glipped and anchored in GAGE ROADS
at 1200,
1300 « Proceeded in company with Convoy U.85.% = HM. A8,
W " gsarrying out an A/S patrol shead until 0015 om 23rd
September.
Yednesday, 25th “eptember. ~
Entered the China Shation.
Thursdays 26th September.

Entered the Zast Indies “tation.

2315 = A soldier was lost overboard from "S3". "54" stopped
and searched for him for 2 hours but without success. H.M.A.0.
"CANBERRA" stood by"24" and both ships rejoined the Convoy next

‘“““I

Tuesday, lst Ogtober.
0600 « Catapulted aircraft for navigationmal flight.

1000 « Arrived off the entrange to COLOMBO Swept Channel in
with U.2.5 « all ships secured to buoys in the harbour -

company
fuelled 1182 tons,

H.M.Ships "SHROPSHIRE® and "CARLISLE" in harbour and H.M.S.
"wipnEe" in dry docks

Yednesday, 2nd October.
0614 » H. M.S."CARLISLE" saliled for ADEN,

- o H.JM.5."SHROPSHIRE" and Convey U.5.5 sailed
fox .\yl:o - H:i?g.'morsmnr took over the duty of Senior Officer

Ogean Hscort.

Thursday, 3rd Octobex.

0900 ipped sailed. TFroceeded for rendezvous in
Hﬂt:lo:gﬂ:ﬁaﬂniﬁ9‘?ﬂ'! to meet ll.l.l-ﬂ-'m. I“t"tim
were also received from Commander«ineChief, Zast Indies that the
French S.8."DALEY", bound SAIGON o DIEGO SAUREZ, was to be sent
in to COLOMBO under an armed guard if she was sighted = she was,

hovwever, not seen.
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| Sunday, 6th October.

Entered the Australian Stations
W

« Yot A A2 "PERTHY ;

)

duties of Senlor Officer, Ocean Escort.

1430 = HJLAS"PERTHY proceeded for FIEMANTIE and H.M.A.8,
" CABERRA" the convoy for a rendezvous with W.W.8,CATYDON"
in position H 8S0°30'Ss; On the llth October, instructions
were received from Commander-ineChief, Bast Indies that T.M.A.8.

"CANBERRA" was to escort the convoy to COLOMRO arriving on 17th
Ogctober.

ﬂu flag of Rear Admiral
U+ o854, {Duteh Ships
86)s Took over the

t= The usual report of the convoy had been forwarded
under separate covers)

Saturday, 12th Octobers
Entered the Zast Indies Statloh.
Thursday, 17th Octobers
0730 « Catapulted aircraft for a navigational flight,
0730 « Arrived off the entrance to COLOYEO Swept Channel
in company with U.8.8A « All ships berthed in harbour by about
1000 = fuelled 1992 tons.

HeM.Bhips "CALEDON™ and "WIINES® and W, ",A.8 . "WEaTRATIA®
in harbour.

: 1630 » H H.A8,"HOBART" arrived,

L
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H.li. A, S. CANBERRA - WAR DIARY.

PERIOD- 16th, July to 27th August ,1940. (cont.)

THURSDAY 1st. August, to SATURDAY 3rd., August,

Nothing of interest to report,

SUNDAY 4th. August,

0730 Commenced undocking,

0840 Left SIMONSTOWHN for FREMANTLE at “24 knots,

Embarked aireraft from WYNBERG before sailing.

MONDAY 5th, August to MONDAY 12th. August,

Nothing of interest to report.

TUESDAY 13th, Aucgust,

0715
1650

Securéd alongside at FREMANTLE.
Completed with oil fuel, 2096 tons.
Slipped and sailed for SYDNEY at 26 knots.

WEDNESDAY 14th, to FRIDAY 16Th. August,

Nothing of interest to report.

SATURDAY 17th. August.

0700
0840

SUNDAY

18th, August

Enteref Sydney Harbour.
Secured in COCKATOC DOCK.

/

In COCKATOO DOCKYARD carrying out repairs to Port Outer

'A' Bracketl, bearing, and examination of: all bearings

and shafts,

CAPTAIN,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIG10/73780



ﬂ-!- .B- "CA'H'BEBRA“ -WAR PIMI

PERIOD 16th. July - 27th. August, 1940,

TUESDAY ,16th. Ju

AJ. Landed Seagull Aircraft A2/22 at SIMONSTOWN to enable
repairs to be carried out at WYNBERG aerodrome.

WEDNESDAY ,17th. July.

1700, H.M.Transports "QUEEN MARY"™ and “AQUITANIA" escorted
by H.M.S."CUNBERLAND* arrived SIMONSTOWN from CAPETOWN
(en route from FREETOWN).
H oM .8 "CUMBERLAND" subsequently returned to CAPETOWN.

THURSDAY, 18th., July.
AI [ ]

H.¥.Transport "WAURETANIAY escorted by HM.8 . "CUNBERLAND"
arrivedSIMONSTOWN FROM CAPTTOWN.
Tn econsequence of the sinking,off the 13th. July of the
British ships “"KING TOHN" and 'BA‘VIS_IAH' byan armed
merchant ralder in positions 20 00'N. 60°%00'7,,and 18900'N
54°30'%., respectively, the Commander-in-Chief, South
Atlantic ordered certain dispositions for the protection
of trade and the interception of the raider should she
proceed into the South Atlantic.

WO /NNERRAY was instructed (Commander-in-Chief
South Atlantic,t«0.0.1232/18/7) to leave SINONSTOWN A.I.
19th.July, and proceed at a speed of advance of 16 knots
ags _follows: Through pultlnga 347301'S. 17°30'83 15%001g.
00°30'8s 15°008. 1945'Ws: 34930'S, 17 30'E: thence back
to SIMONSTOWN. Object was t> provide protection against
a possible raider on the southern half of the CAPRTOWN)
FREETOWN Trade Route.

FRIDAY ,18the Julye.
0800« Slipped and left SIMONSTOWH basin.

SATURDAY ,20the July.

0800. Spoke S.S."AUTOMEDON® bound North from CAPETOWN.
Carried out range and inclination exercises with her.

EM&YI n!t- J'Iaﬂ-!n
2100. Spoke S.S.BRITIEH UNITY bound South.

VONDAY, 22nd. July.

1340. Sighted s merchant vessel bearing Red 20 , 15 miles ,
and altered coursge to investigate .

1421, The vessel (S.5."DRAMATIST") made a "Raider Distress
Wessage" giving her 1400 position (18%42's. 3945'%.)
adding iy plain language, "Being pursued".

1433, "DRAVATIST® MADE IN PLAIN language yBeing pursued by
thr ee funnelled naval vessel”.

| e =SS
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PERIOD 16th. July to 27th. August, 1940.(contd.)

IIONDAY 22nd. July.

1442, "CANBERRA" gained touch with "DRAMATIST® by V/S and
ordered her to stopmaking distress messages. "CANBERRA™
broadcast in Merchant Navy Code Recoded (at 1505) t*Alleged
enemy is a British Warship."

A full report of this incident was forwarded to
Senior Naval Officer , SIMONSTOWN.

TUESDAY 23rd. July,- WEDNESDAY 24th. T

Nothing of interest to reporte.

THURSDAY 25th. July.

1530. OSpoke "S.S.CAPE WRATH®™ bound for DURBAN.

FRIDAY 26th. July.

P« Carried out H.A. Firing at S moke Burst.

Hothing of interest to report.

SUNDAY 28th. July.

0900. &nchored in SIMON'S BAY.
1015.8ecured in basin.
In consequence of vibration which had commemeced on the Z21lst.

July in:the Port Outer Propeller Shaft divers were sent
down to investigate. It was found that there was excessive
wear in the 'A' bracket bearing and that the shaft had
dropped. Senior Naval Officer SIMONSTOWN ,therefore decided
that the ship: would be docked as soon as the doeck could be
made available .

MONDAY 29th. Julye.

Received news of the interception of an armed merchant
cruiser Dy H..SYALCANTARA"™ in the vicigity of TRINIDAD
ISLAND(South Atlantic).

TUESDAY 30th, JUly.
1200. Entsreﬁ dry dock.
It was ultimately discovered thatthe wood and bush of the
Port Outer 'A' bracket bearing had been worn completely

down , together with the liner of the propellor shaft.

WEDNESDAY 3iste.
| After consideration of various alteratives by Senior Naval
Officer SIMONSTOWN, Commander =in =Chief SouthAtlantiec,
and Conmonwealth Naval Board, it was decided that the ship
should return to SYDNEY at the best possible gspeed on three

shafts in order to make good defects. Meanwhile certain other
work was carried out im dock.
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The Commanding Offieer, H.M.A.S. "Canberra".
15th July, 1940 3233/191/45
The Seeretary, Navy Beard, Melbourne.

(Copy to Rear Admiral Commanding Australian Squadron)
War Diary.

(Sgd.) H.B.Farncomb

 CAPTAIN,

P
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At Port lelbourne.

TUSSDAY, 4%h June.

1045: H.M.A.S. "CANBERRA® left Port Melbourne.
I.g;gt HoM.A.S5. "PERTH® joined H.M.A.S. "CANBERRA® in

Port Fhillip and both ships préceeded in company to
Sydney. Exercises were carried out en route.

VEDNBGDAY, Sth Jung.

1600: Secured alongside Garden Island.
164%: H.M.A.S5. “"PERTH" proceeded alongside
Ei !inﬁl 3! .am. -
HoM.A. 8. "CAUBERRA* gommenced a 14 days refit and

gave 9 days leave.
THURSDAY, Ofh June.

captain H.B. Farncomb, R.A.N. relieved
Captain ¥.R. Patterson, R.H., in command.

ERIDAY, /%h Jung.

0800: The flag of Rear Admiral J.G. Crace was
transferred to H.M.A.S5, "FERTH",

TUESDAY, 11%h June. |
Commenced hostilities with Italy.

JHUESDAY 2080 June.

mp:mmmnﬂmwmausnt

1 Degansing equipment were carried out.
Coupleted refit and Leave Peried.

FRIDAY, 218% June.

1300, Left Sydney for Port Phillip en route %o
escort R.¥.S5. "STRATHMORE" to Capetown and then
join the South Atlantic Station.

SUNDAY, 23rd Juge.

0020: Anchored off northern side of Symonds Channel,
Port Phillip.

a.m. carried out Director Test. :

1100: Sailed for rendezvous with K.M.S5. "STRATHHORE"
off Neptune lsland.
p.m. carried out H.A. and Maghine Gun firings outside

TUSSDAY, 208h Jung.

o

08003 Met R.M.S. "STRATHMORE® S.miles 180 froa
Heptune lsland (Spencer Gulf Area). Set course for
Fremantle with her in gompany.
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with “Gtreghnore”.
15302 <6, 2nd July, in position:.

0°0"' Ss.
8940"' L.

Entered South Atlantie Station at 0230 Z-3 on i

9th July, in position:
26°25" s.

32°55" E.
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o84e5: Secured ealomgside Cellier Fier, Capetown,

te se& with Jmﬂ’ .H.:
) on
a.m-

1100: Spoke Horwegian Tanker "Liss" bound for

Capetowr.

183%;: Parted company from "Strathmere" in pesition:
iat. 27°00 8.
Long. 10°15 B,

and set course for Simonstown.

Fothing of interest to report. .

MONDAY, 19%h Jul¥s
094%5: Seoured alongside West ¥Wall, Simenstown Basin.

(5gd.) H.B.Farncemb

CAPTAIN.

——
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