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A NAVY RE GReehfUSIRALIAN RAVY
From:- THE COMMANDING OFFICER H.M.A.S. CAPE LEEUWIN
Date:- 318T OCTOBER 1945 ,
70 : = THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVAL BOARD (Thru NOIC Brisbane) ,
Subject:- REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR OCTOBER 1945

| At 0800 on the Lth October 1945 H.M.A.S. CAPE
LEEUWIN departed from Brisbsne with the Breaksea Spit Light
vessel in tow.

The light vessel was placed in the charted position
orth of Breaksea Spit about noon on the 6th October when "CAPE
LEEUWIN" proceeded to Sandy Cape to land stores.

The night was spent at anchor, the landing being
¢ rough, and the stores landed early the following worning, the

ship then returning to Breaksea Spit and picking up the light
vessel to be withdrawn and proceeding with her to Bustard Head
where stores were landed during the forenoon of the 8th October
and the voyage resumed to Townsville at 1000.

The ship was berthed at Townsville at 0800 on the
11th October and after carrying out work connected with the light
vessel, sailed for Frederick Reef via Capricorn Channel at 1530 :
on the 12th October, 1

Frederick Reef was reached at 0930 on the 15th Oct,
the vessel anchored, and the necessary work carried out at the
light station.

Departure was taken for Lihou Reef at 0600 the
next day and the latter placed reached at 0950 on the 17th Oct,
where the vessel was anchored and the work completed by dark,
when the ship left for Bouganville Reef arriving there at 0700

on the 19th October.

After completion of the work here the ship sailed
for Thursday Island via Grafton Passage at 1100.

Thursday Island was reached at 2315 on the 21st Oct
and anchor dropped in Nermanby Sound.

At 0600 the next morning the ship proceeded up-
harbour and was anchored off the wharf.

The berth becoming vacant at 0930 the vessel was
taken alongside and the work of loading lighting equipment
commenced.

This work being completed at 1400 on the 23rd Oct
the vessel was anchored in the stream and the launch "SANDFLY"
taken on board the next forenoon, two motor dinghies having been
loaded while at the wharf,. '

Anchor was weighed at 1100 and departure taken

- At 0700 on 30th October "SANDFLY" was discharged at
B, Moreton Bay, and the ship berthed at Newfarm |
s¥depot wharf at 1100.
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z rroM. LNAVY REGSTRY G orFIciR nf. A 5 OAPE TERTTIRT '
| A oF DATE. 2/9/li5.
F TO, THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVAL BOARD,THU. N.O.I.C.(BRISBANE

/9/7(/ /¢  SUBJECT,  OPERATIONS OF H.M.A.S."CAPE LEEUWIN".

Boiler cleaning being finished the ship was slipped from
| U.S.8. "DOBEIN" at 1300 on the 25the. Jume and at 0812 on the 26th.
| June she entered A.R.D.12 floating dry dock. .

The dry docking was completed at 0600 on 29th.JdJune and
the ship undecked,when after refuelling and taking in fresh water she
left for Manila Bay at 1700 on 1st.Jduly.

The mail was here collected and 2 tons of galley coal
loaded.

Departure was taken at 1700 for San Pedro Bay.

San Miguel light was relit during the forenoon of Lth.
July, and the ship brought to an anchor off Pagbabacnan Point, Homenhon
Island at 1050 on 5th. July.

During the afternoon a light buoey was here laid when the
ship proceeded and anchored off Tolesa at 2400. At 1510 July 6th. the
ship was taken to Tacloban and spare lighting equipment was landed the
next day. Leaving Tacloban at 0630 July 8th. stores and fresh water were
taken in San Pedro Bay and final departure for Morotai taken at 1900.

Morotal was reached at 1400 July 11th, the vessel remaining
until 1800 on 20th.July when she left for Jiew Island in company ®ith

H.ll.A.Ships "BARCOO" and "HAWKESBURY".

The light was completed and 1it on Jiew Island by 1200 on
22nd. July and the voyage resumed to Boo Besar Island in company with
H.M.A.S."BARCOO" at 1800, "HAWKESBURY" having previously departed. =

Q Af'ter an inspection, work was commenced at Boo Besair Island

e R S iyt 01, 1300 on  23rd.July.

To get a good arc of vigibility 1t wgs decided to erect two
lights. The erection of one only would have invelved the cleaning of six
to eight acres of bush,much of which was large trees up to a hundred
feet high.,

The two lights, both on wooden framework towers about 50
feet high, were finished and the lights operating by 1700 on 27th. July.

Anchor was weighed at 1830, the arcs checked and the voyage
continued te Thursday Island in company with H.M.A.S."HAWKESBURY",
"BARCOO" having returned to Morotai several days previously.

The work at heth Jiew and Boo Besar Islands was much. .
expedited by the assistance of working parties from H.li.A.Ships above
mentioned.

Some rough weather was experienced on the passage to
Thursday Island where the ship was anchored in Normanby Sound at 1925
on 1st. August, "HAWKESBURY" having parted company at 1700.

Water and fuel, also some stores were taken aboard at Thurs-
day Island wharf on the 2nd. August.

At 0700 the following day departure was taken for Herald |
Patches light buoy which was reached and relit at 1000.
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The ship was then anchored offInce Point and magintenance
work commenced at 1300. This work was completed at 1300 the next day
July Lthe y,when the ship left and commenced the inspection and main-
tenance work of the great North BEast Channel Lightse.

Rast Strait Islgnd, Double Island and Harvey Rock lights
were completed during the Lth.and 5th.August,Bet Island and Saddle
Island on 6th. August. Bet Island light was out on arrival there.
Bet reef and Cocoanut Island lights were completed on 7the August
Arden Island and Dalrymple Island on 8th. August.

During the afternoon of 8th. August,while at anchor of'f
Dalrymple Island, H.M.A.S. "BANGALOW" arrived from Port Moresby and
anchored nearby. -

During the next forenoon full acetylene gas cylinders were
transfered to "BANCALOW" and empty ones taken from her. The ships
parted company at 1030, "CAPE LEEUWIN" for Stephens Island and
"RANGALOW" for Thursday Island.

Anchor was dropped off Stephens Island at 1500, and work
on shore commenced. This was completed at 0830 on 10th. August when
the ship left for Albany Roek completing some work at Arden and Saddle

Islands en route.

"RANGALOW" had reported on arrival at Dalrymple,that Bramble
Cay light buoy was extinguished;but owing to the rough sea running
she had been unable to relight it when passing -- it belng necessary
to hoist the buoy on board to change the batteries, these being flat.

Asthe wind and sea had not gbated on "CAPE LEEUWIN'S"
departure from Stephenslsland 1t was deecmed useless to continue to
the buoy,the return voyage as above stated was therefore commenced

an arrangement having been made with "RBANGALOW" that she should re-
charge Bramble Cay buoy on return to Port Moresby from Thursday Island
,if the weather continued too rough for "CAPE LEEUWIN" to carry out

the worke.

The work at Albany Rock was carried out during the afternoon
‘of 11th. August and anchor dropped off Calrncross Island at 2220.

| The work at Cairncross was completed by nightfall on 12th.
and departure was taken for Hannibal Island at 0430 on 13the. August,
work ashore being commenced at 0800.

on completion at Hannibal Island at 1100 on 14th. August
maintenance and servicing was continued at Restoration Rock,Hannah
| Island, Wharton Reef,Coquet Island,Three Isles and Rocky Island the
shin berthing at No.10 wharf Cairns at 0740 on 21st. Auguste.

After picking up stores etce. departure was taken from Cairns
Por Brisbane at 1130 on 22nd. August.

The manned light stations at Pine Island, North Reefl, Lady
| wlliot Island and Sandy Cape were stored en route and tiie ship berthed
at lighthouse depot wharf Brisbane at 1100 on 27th. Auguste.

Lieut. R.A.N.R.
Commanding Officer
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" Hydrographic Branch,

i g & 48 Milson Road,
IN REPLY PLEASZ QUOT & %@% 7 4 FEMAT NAVAL ESEABRISHAMEN®S Cremorne.
No... A, H, 758/ B ’\ 5 SYDNEY..‘.....thh,m.Eehp.u&nyi.,..n19 44

2- R
SECRET. e 75 ¢ %
The Secretary,
Naval Board,
< Ste Kilda Road,
E\RO MELBOURNE,
&‘E" . f"&?"
o Ou‘*" GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS TO COMMANDING OFFICER
A\ H.M.A.S. "CAPE LEEUWIN"
fafgrvf Submitted for the information of the Naval Board
i the attached copy of the above General Instructions.

f 49

Officer-in-Charge,

| o (A) Hydrographic Branch.
B pd) (| )/ 1517
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GEMARAL INSPRUCTIONES TO CONMANDING OPVIOER,
5. A B TCAPE LEEDWINT

wu:mnnmmmmu
Yaval Officep-in-cherge, srisbane, snd efter srrivel in Tew
Guines ares snd reporting to “evel Officer-in-Cherge, vew
mm-lummdmﬂm
of “gvigetionul 2idse.
e gonteot with the Commanding OFFiGOr, H.i.A. o "HORESEYT
shoald be mede a8 8000 a8 the opportunity sccurs. - |

end circumsiences pernit (a) snd (b) shoald be undertsken. Items
{(e) and (4) should be deferred until slloecation of priority hes
beon made. |

s A;mmmm-mmmmrum
ereotion of & light on Sougsinville Reef, If tie is prscticsble
spd eguipwent ie svailsble, thls work should be andeprloiens

Ue Depending upon vhether iir. (asntock is mede svelleble for
i!‘m period yoa sre to garry 2ul mainiscence woPs OD
Yevigation Aids se required by Deputy Direstor of Yevigetlon,
patasre proceeding to Wilne 2ay.

G pevions Genorsl imstractions dsted 20in Jeplember,

peusin in force where mll‘ﬂh T

U ¢

(800 ™~

CORMATDERy Reletes

inese (2)

Copies to @ |

¥.0.1.C. Brisbane.
Cormander 7th Fleet *
N.0. 1. C. Hew Cuinee

H. M. A, 8, "Horeshy™
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GENERAI, TNSTRUCTIONS TO COMMANDING OFFICER
H.Ji, A.S. ™CAPE_LEEUWIN"

Ref: My 100225 and 180514 October

‘Sail on completion of Boiler Cleaning and loading _
of eguipment on or about 26th October 1 , in accordance
with orders issued by Naval Officer-in-Charge, Brisbane and

//f proceed to New Guinea.

2 On errival revort to and place yourself under the
orders of C.T.U. 77.5.2 (Commander Hunt) in H.M.A.S.
.lfl "Gascoyne"™ and carry out establishment of navigational aids
N/ LO as required by him.

e On passage to "Gascoyne™, an Acetylene Light Buoy is
to be established on Dart Reef (041° 3.7 miles from Ipoteto
Island; Chart Aus. 038)

L. If practicable, on return passage to Brisbane after

: f
(g completion of Instruction 2, report to Comnavbase Hollandia
ﬂ/)f ! |© for estgblishment of navigational aids at Hollandia. The

most important aids only should be established, taking into
consideration time and equipment available.

Se The programme is to be arranged to permit of highest
M priority work being undertasken during the voyage of approx-
~20. imately five weeks.

6. Accommodation and all facilities are to be provided
for one Official War Photographer (Lieutenant Edwards) who
will join the ship at Brisbane on 29th October.

_Jggdﬁr- 7o Previous General Instructions dated 20th September,
« 1943 remain in force where applicable.

e ) (Sgd.) K.E. Oom
S (ﬁi.génb .
(} COMMANDER, R.A.H.,
3 21/10/1dy Commander, Task Group 70.5
R BN
: Al M)
\ o _.s / Copies to})-
" L1 i
" Sec. , faval Board. - Submitted for the information of the
N.C.I.C. Brisbane Naval Board.
Com 7th Fleet Q;
H.M.A.S., "Gascoyne" f,f. P
N.0.1.C. New Guinea.
H
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GENERAL, INSTRUCTIONS TO COMMANDING OFFICER
de Mo A OAFY

S X LEEDWINY

Ref: My 100225 and 18051l October

Sail on completion of Boiler Cl - and loading
of eguipment on or about 26th October 1944, in accordance
with orders issued by Naval Officer-in-Charge, Brisbane and
proceed to New Guinea. |

2o On arrival report to and place yourself under the
orders of C.T.U. 77«5 2 (Commander Hunt) in H.M.A.S.
“gascoyne"™ and carry out establishment of navigational aids
as reguired by him.

Be On passage to "Gascoyne", an %eat;rlm Light Buoy is
to be established on Dart Reef (041° 3.7 miles from Ipoteto
Island; Chart Aus. 038)

L. If practicable, on return passage to Brisbane after
completion of Instruction 2, report to Comnavbase Hollandia
for estgblishment of navigational aids at Hollandia. The
most important aids only should be established, taking into
consideration time and equipment available.

5 The programme is to be arranged to permit of highest
priority work being undertaken during the voyage of approx-
imately five weeks. |
6. Accommodation end all facilities are to be provided
for one Official War Photographer (Lieutenant Edwards) who
will join the ship at Brisbame on 29th October.
Te Previous General Instructions dated 20th September,
1943 remain . in force where applicable.

| | (sgd.) K.E. Oom

COMMANDER, Re.A.ille,

21/10/uds Commander, Task Group 705

Copies toj}=-

see. , Naval Board.~ submitted for the information of the
N.0.I.C. Brisbane Naval Board.

Com 7th Fleet
H.¥M.A.8. ™Gascoyne"
N. 0.1 G- Hew Guinea. [L&'ﬁjﬁ “ 1'; T
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8ail on 5th September 1944 in sccordance with
issued by Wevel Officer-in-Charge, Erisbane, carrying out the
towing and mooring of Bresksea Spit Light Vessel as erranged
with Deputy Director of Yevigation and Lighthouses, Brisbane.
2o On completion of this operation proceed to Cairns and
A supply the neceassary acetylene ecylinders to U.5.85. "Buttonwood"
for servieing of Cocosnut Island light.
S Proceed thence on & programme of servicing of lights in
the Yew Guinea Area, visiting fougainville Light en route and
returning to Brisbane as reguired early in October for docking.
“a The establishment of a light buoy is to be effecteld on a
pock in position 90°7'15"8., 149°23'49"E. (reference chart 014).
5  Previous Genersl Instructions dated 20th Septenber 1943

remain in force where applicable.

CONNMATDER, ReAW.p
Commander, Tesk Oroup 705

AGK: BY. A.5. 1230Y
SEP,1844 !

WP L

- — T
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