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Submitted for the information of the Naval Board
the following report on activities in the North Esst Ausatralian
_I,-'i o] Sle 'f'r'- & 'f_ Nne 111 '-‘tg"!"' ":fl"'llq 1 Ner T.I_‘“th ,rg] N 9 4 I-.

1ted in the last gquarterly rep
with T.B. G in tow on the 2¢

A gignal was received on the 2
1ad been necessary to stop and pump out the
making water, and the next that was heard
on the 28th stating that fﬁt?'P.*. was in a si
followed shortly by the rt that she had s

4o " The result of the Board of Inquiry on this matte
18 not been communicated to me, and it can only be assumed

the sea opened up the planks from the stem plece,

5 o This was 2 most unfortunate occurrence

-

possible step had been taken, and much time expende

her seaworthy for the tow,

Native Trade Store. (Photograph at

Ty T g L gl i PR

P

neet the requirements of the native

A much felt need at Tarangau has been some
a

abour

(e In the past they have bought their goods from the
Chinese store at Papitali, some five ;milez::?iﬂt;.nL, but recently
A native trading licence hiags been taken out in the name of the
Welfare Committee, and the Trade Store was opened on the

The i*arh is operating as a branch of the canteen,
goods prims _114 from Rabaul, and present indications
";}*:ml.,.. gposs =2bout £5,000 5 year,

The Visit of U.S, Destroyer Division 1@

Destroyer Division 1/, consisting Oof the Fletcher
?Eft“ﬁ;ﬁf;@bﬁﬁurg, Porterfield, Hglsey-Powell and Marshall,
Manus at 0700 10th April en route from Sydney to the

They required 1400 tons of fuel, an amount which

involved the refilling of the o1l fuel lighter, and consequently
some lengthy period was invalved,

11 171 four destroyers berthed alongside the main wharft
and the lighter was moved by means of the Lor Rﬁf*irﬁhﬂﬁﬂf
Lifbter jﬂ? one 45 fﬁnt tow boat, 'le arran; worked
well, and all de:

+_
11th and sailed =t

LI e CAmmn ! 1 o o

.--' . |

et LI | K 20 ) {Jn = b
.|i"‘-\. Fa' " 5 i Li

3 JU e
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e Heavy rain marred an extensive sport: Ng programuie,
however, of the sport played Tarangau suffered a defeat in
pasketball but claimed a clear victory in a «22 pifle shoot.

, B, W A beer bar was set up in the cinema for junior rates
na was well patronised, while officers, Chief and Petty Officers
entertained their opposite numbers in the evening,

-
the fuelling organisation thoroughly, and cem nting jjﬁd.rﬁ“7=*iiarma

14 Overall the visit was completely successful, testing
between the U.S, Navy and the R_A_N, |

A rs s Tho o il ™ DE 4}
\ NZa8C LDay iDI'1 i, : Clle

P . N T | St T G

nealt!

15. The m=2jor celebration in the area for
at Lorengan where a march rﬂ” s@ervice was T

-

e L 4 - o LT e —
w i 1 iy | e
| |

. Py, |
1lowed bv an

:‘:I_'
T
o
=

o)

|

e 13 + hirPP, : . -1 o i +
excellent buffet lunch supnpli by the residents.

16, About 50 Navy, 30 Army, 20 E A Fe, and 190 native
were transported from Lombrum to Loren U lﬁ Naval small crs t,
and the naval chaplain officiated at the service,

-1-.?1 mhﬂ "h

wWas F]HE]"" en i J'-:r—.:.: v

- L ¥

e e =
n‘-::. rf..l . 1-I !-‘_

O

_.I = AR ilaVTel ! --|_'- ': ™ S TET O ™ ' P&l 1 el e T BT = = L . = af= 2 A =
WO GCE UL TIHS A COLHAUC LS 1100 , a ni u‘-J'P‘I

labour line of
= =T e B I ; - | = o i S8 — = ks = - R _- = o .
8n excellent iunch for them without cost

-"I'
-
|
L ]
-
D
"
Ee—
0
&
§
p
-
- .
gy
-
-
47
-
<
b
-

5 Su “1; Assistant ( -11-. Jen
| ‘ ] !

; L : ‘ 11.]:‘;:5] Ol}]—‘ -1.31 EIHEJ,
N0 ha *'ﬂn 1ﬂ ho {

N
' . | — =~ -— L :-- _' . . :1
)1 L lnce ni arrival on the island a few

= _31 o I a +i— } 3 - e = F - 4 % = wen s e 2 o i t.-"\l . 1

W'L'!; ._-:'_'7_-_,._. p :}t,] “t.-" -5 n -LA. (TR i | L i ﬂ ..-.a'.j'. ﬁT r].'«.:trr E}L-t':- LA L :r_ ..-If] El'r] Ll’J..'.'-:.:-|I ﬂl :-'Fnt
= AT - g ey ] e f ey = d P 1 - = e - . - =, : i = o CP

ol ~ﬂ~-:15 25th April, and died on the morning of the next day.

r_'] = - .. 1 1 3 "'-H b % . ~r ' - - - 4 - n -4 s !
1 < » E{ : e ) aried in Nne J_,_ji", NnFau ceme e ry wit N 11’ ra’l

|

Honours on the afternoon of F *jday 27th.
Photograpnh attached,

H: -I?-'I - ""‘E eide ¥ (}OI'JT r :"f -

- T a— =¥ -

20 o On the 2nd May "Woomera" arrived with full eargo of

Naval and R_A N stores, During the following week, and for

the next Lhree weeks, che was employed dumping scrap and unserviceable
materials from the base,

21. I cannot speak too highly Df"the efforts of this ship,
z she is nn%y small, with light derricks, but she undertook awkward
cargoes ol up to six tons in one 1lift 111u the neavier weights were

dumped by parbuckling them over the si

22 Some damage was caused to her bulwarks by this, bu
her effﬂrta, a tremendous difference has been made to the s
of Tara Netld e

~y 7 a2 . AV
25 e L.oading of free
and she sailed for Sydney on

fi"ﬁi;’_ﬁ_‘l’i'!} commenced on Monday 28th May,
. LILE 1
cargo indeed,

ollowing Monday with 2 very full
24 . She will be a welcome sight on her next visit towards

H.M.,A S, "Sprightly"

a2 e -

7 L L O S W i with +he €7 i * dock A P, 301, ' |
25« Sprightly™, with the floating dock (A,D,301), in tow,
arrived on the 15th May.

I.-"" " . - . - ] .
20, t this time the ondy local craft serviceable was the
Motor Water Lighter, and the need for the dock had beeome acute.

No tinﬁfrwna wacsted 1n preparing if for service and even before the
!fw'r 3 ..._H P -~ A e . 1 L S _ :
and wcmﬂ:frﬂJ enced on her refit. It is anticipated that

L & 4 44 N e
. L ] L

. ﬂ ‘ ) 2 the dock will
oe fully employed for at least six months on 0 harbour craft,.
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b1 . The ablution block is still at a standstill through fT{TL
lack of equipment, but work is going ahead well on the construction LAY

of the laundries,

L2, The construction of the ten new residences, primarily
by voluntary labour, is progressing wery well indeed. Six are
already occupied, two more will be ready inm the first week of July,
and the remainder by early August.

L3. Although using mainly makeshift furniture, the complete
new ontfitawill be issucd after the anival of the "Malaita" in July
and then, T feel, these will be some of the most comfortable
residences on the island.,

Sporting Activities (Photogrephs attached)

A S —

Ll Interpart sport has continued with plenty of support from
the ship's company and, I am glad to say, the new cricket ground ts
now in use and a great improvement on the old facilities.

De The visit of the "Swan" provided added incentive and,

t
in mid June, advantage was taken of the trip of the M, W, L. to collect
furni ture from LAE, to sen
compete against the locals

d & combined Rugby and tennis team to
k.

L6 Thics is in keeping with my principle of sendin
sporting team to the Territory once every gquarier to publi
the presence to a permamnent Naval base in the Territory.

g a
ClZzZe

M.V, "Daroa"

L7 e Work on the "Daroa™ is still in abeyance pending the
final decision of the Naval Board and the company.,

L8, Two directors of the company, Mr Frame and Mr Furley,
inspected the vessel and discussed the matter with me at the beginning
of May, and, towards the end of June, Mr. Best, &2 Burns Philp
engineer, carried out a2 thorough investigation on costs to complete
the vessel, the result of which is not yet known,_

Conclusion.

49, Although rather short of personnel, works on the base
is proceeding very satisfactorily and the improvements are noticeahlee

50. Morale is high and the health of the ship's company
satisfactory.

51 ¢ Throughout the quarter H.M.A Ships have been active in
the area and the interest of the local populace has been maintained,

A/CAPTAIN, R,A.N.
NAVAL OFFICER IN CHARGE,

NORTH WASTERN ARWA.
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Office of the
Naval Officer in Charge,
North Eastern Area,
R.A.N. Poat Office No. 3,
C/-. G.P.0.

The SE{}PE’I'.EI'}",
Department of the Navy,
Navy Office,

MELBOURNE.

P1 QIO?I‘_L RF PORT - NORTH T*f? USTRALIAN AREA

Submitted for the information of the
Naval Board the following report on activities in the
North East Australian Area for the quarter esnded
30th September, 1956.

24 The quarter was highlighted by the large
number nf official visitors to the establishment most of
whom came in late June or early Julye.

VISIT OF UNITED STATES MILITARY ATTACHE.

Se Colonel Walker W. Milner arrived at Manus
on the 5th July, and remained until Monday 9th July.

L. During his stay he was shown over the three
gcervice establishments and also paid a visit to the
Administration centre at Lorengau,

5e Showing great interest and application he
took down voluminous notes few of which could have
proved of any value.

VISIT OF HIS FXCRLLENCY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL.

6. Tarangau was honoured by & visit from Hise
Excellency the Governor General, Fileld Marshal Sir
william S1lim, 6.C.B., G.C.¥.06., G.C.V.0., G.B.E., D.5.0.,
M.C., accompanied by the Actiing Administrator Mr. Vilson,
his Military Aide Lt. Col. . Martin, and his A.D.C.
Flying Officer J. MacNeil, together with the Secrstary
to the Acting Administrator Mr. P. Broman.

I Arriving by air at 1045 on the 10th July, and
after inspecting the R, A.A.F., at Momote and the Pacific
Islands Regliwment at Nutt Foint, His Excellency was
received at the Naval Base by:a guard of 48 P.N.G. ratings
under Lieutenant E.D. wilder, C.B.E. R.A.N.

Ee After lunch at my residence His Excellency
inspected the Ship's Company and addressed them briefly,
then proceeded on an inespection of the Naval base.

R
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Q. lle departed for the Administration Centre at
dorengau at 1435, returning at 1845, and at 1900 a small
garden party of all residents and wives, together with
Wardroom Officers and the Counanding Officers of the R,A.A P.
and P,I.R., was given at my residence, and His Excellency
found time to converse with all the guests before retiring
at about 1930.

10. His Excellency dined a2t my residence, and having
Steyed the night, departed by air at 0900 the following day.

VISIT OF THE MIKNTOTER FOR THE ARMY.

14. 81x hours after His Excellency the Governor

General had departed, the Minister for the Army Mr. J.0. Cramer,
accompsnied by his secretary, arrived, and remained until

the 15th July. :

12. Agaln a Tull round of inspection was orvanised
and the Minister commented favcurably on the facilities
available to the Navy opposed to the other services.

VISII OF THE TUAL AND INDOWESIAN MILITARY ATTACHES.

13. At 1155 on the 12th July, while the Minister

of the Aruy was carrying out his inspeetion, the Thai
Military Attache Colonel Prapat, and the Indonesian Military
Attache Lieut. Colonel Roekmito, arrived and, as .y residence
wae alrecady occupied by visitors, they were accomoiated

in the Wardroocm.

14, A couplicated process of inspection of the area,
in a diffcrent part from that being inspected by the
Minister for the Army, then ensued with recasonable snccess
and the reaciions of the attachee were reported separately
under cover of my letter N.E,A, 3/40/5 of 18th July, 1956.
THER

VISITORS., during the quarter were:=

15. Lient. Commander V., 0, K2eran, R.A.N. Officer in
Charge of T ,A.S. Trials.

Coixnander Ce GI‘EB; R.H- ﬂﬁ1f1ﬂ of UlK‘ SEWiGE
Liaison Officer.

CUE‘IEMET I.I‘Hll Hlnﬂhliffﬁ" D.S;C- 'R.A.Hl

R.AN,
Commander (S) F. Irvine, R.A.N. Complements
Coimmander (E) G’iP. Hﬁﬂd, R..’-'..R'- GommittEE-

Commander ¥. Green, R, A.N.R. Director of Movements.

16. It is of interest to note that the only
accomnodation available for important visitors 1o Manus,
whether they be civilians or whether they belong to either of
tg three services, is the residence of the Naval Officer in
Charge,
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H.M.A.S. KIMBLA.

17. Having serviced moorings in New Guinea poris
"Kimbla" arrived at Manus at 0600 on the 27th June,

18, Her programme was much restricted in time, but
sh?&ﬁnt to work with a will and, working long hours,

managed to complete the majority of that required.

19. Some of the lighter work was deferred for
comwpl:tion by local craft, and, after loading to capacity
with frce freight, "Kimbla" sailed for Sydney at 0500 on
the 18th July.

2C. The time allowed was insufficient for the moorings
at Seeadler Harbour to be serviced efficiently, and the
matter will be raised on separate papers.

MOVEMENTS OF ATTACHED CRAFT.

21. M.W.L. 255, As no aircraft passage was
available without special charter the M.W.l.. proceeded to

Rabaul with a cargo of native labour repatriates on the
?8th June.

22 On the 14th July, at the request of the District
Commissioner, the M.W.L. proceeded to the Westerm Islands to
investigate a reported outbreak of polio. The outbreak was.

confirmed and after landing the medical officer, the M.W.L.
returned.

235, On the 18th July, the M.W.L. sailed on a three
week coastwatching cruise of the New Britain Area and this
has been reported on separate papers.

24 « Advantare was taken of this cruise to recruit
more native labour.

254 M.8.L. 706. As the type of native recruit
received of late een in poor health and of weak

physique, the S.L. was sent to the Finschhafen Area on the
23rd July {0 recruit labour. There is a good type of native in
this area but they are much in demand, ari in the event, only
30 natives, about 60 percent of the requirement, were obtained.

26, On t-> 28th August, the HM.S.L. proceeded to
Rabaul to recruit nmative labour and to embark canteen stores.

27 « MARTNGO. In accordance with normal practice
"Maringo" with a P.N.G. crew, sailed from Lombrum at 0630
on Saturday Lth August, and proceeded 4O miles down harbour
to land a pienic party on Ponam Island.

28. . The party was landed and she commenced her
return journey at about 1315, At about 1420 the engine broke
down and could not be restarted. No radio contact could be
made with Lombrum.

Ri
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29. After taking stock of the situation, the P.N.G.
coxswain, Leading Seaman MUYU, observed that an almost westerly
drift was being made and which from their position would

carry them into the open sea. He therefore improvised a most
effective sea anchor in the form of a canvas drogue constructed
from an ol1d piece of canvas with a couple of spreaders. This
considerably reduced the wind drift during the afternoon.

304 About nightfall he noticed an off shore breeze and

decided to rig two Jury sails, by using the drogue canvas and
another piece of canvas which h€ found om board, by this means
he sailed the "Maringo" a distance of approximately two miles
towards the passage into Ponam vwhere he arrived at about 2230
Saturday nighte.

31. when nearing the Island the wind freshened
considerably and difficulty was being experienced in controlling
the emergency sailing arrangements, resulting in frequent
drifting periods and as he was approaching the Reef in complete
darkness it was extremely difficult to accurately determine

the true position.

32. To prevent beaching the "Maringo"” on a Reef and toO
act as a guide to the depth of water a 1§ cwt, sinker was
taken from the bilge, where it is used for ballast, and it

was secured to a section of the anchor chain, then suspended
over the side of "Maringo" to a depth of approximately 20 feet.
After touching bottom with the sinker the anchor was laid out
and the sinker laid on the bottom at chort stay to assist 1in
holding. It was in this position that they remained until
found by the M.S.L. on Sunday 5th.

35 A rough sketch of events is attached and I consider
the actions of the native coxswain reflect great credit on the
whole P.N.G. division.

34 e I have informed them accordingly.

HIGHER RATES TRAINING.

35 Classes both for Leading Secaman and Petty Officer
have been instituted and considerable keenness is being shown.

36. Tarangau is an ideal place for an ambitious man
to study and it is considered that quite a large percentage
should achieve a pass.

NEW RESTDENCES.

37 « The ten new residences approved for construction
by voluntary labour have all been completed and the last one

was occupied on August Lth,

38. They are very attractive and comfortable =znd the
pro ject has proved a complcte sSuccesse.

39. On completion of this ten, whilst voluntary labour
was still available, work was commenced on a further eiXx
residences in anticipation of approval in the 1956/57 works
programme.
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40e, wWith the exception of furniture, one further
house is completed, and foundation work ie well advanced on
another two. Owing tec the shortage of ticber, plumbing
fittings ete, it will not be pos ible to g9 further than the
outside framework but demands for the neceeaary muterial huve
been placed and the work will go forward until the final
decision in the works programme is known.

CLERANCE OF SCR:\P,

L1, This has been held up for a few months owing to
shortage of persomnel but to date the vast ma jority of the area is
clear 2nd the appesrsnce of the depot i+ much enhanced.

OIL FURL

IRSTALLATION - PAPITALI.

L2, During the quarter work procceded in building a
retaining wall for the shore appresach of the now pontoon oiling
Jetiy, this was fabricated “rom 0ld pontoons with the top and
bottom removed. The pontoone were welded together with straps
and filled with rock, rubble apd green corsl sanpd, At present
consolidation is taking place qguite satisfactorily. Whilet

this work procecded 2 pew deadusn and chain was placed to take the
stern mooring cof ships and the valve meniiold from the ad jacent
pipe line removed and refitted, st the saue time & quantity of

0ld pipe in the vieinity was rewmoved.

SPORNTING ACTIVITIES,
T e L R — L S . S, . .

L3. Interpart comp-titions in the following sports have

been held during the periocd:- tennis, softball, basketball,
Australian Rules, Volleyb:1ll, waterpolo, cricket. A rifle-shodting
club formed in the establishment holde weekly coap:tition smongst

its meabers. A swimming carnival, held on 14th Jeptember, was

won by the seamen. A double tennis chaapionship in Jeptember arcused
considesable intereazte

e Tenm competitions in indoor-sports (snooker, table-tennis
and d2rts) are very popular =nd help conciderably to i1l in time

on non-picture nights.

De In addition to interpart-cricket curing the week,

8 number of depot teams sre enrolled in the inter-islend cericket
compeilition. Cricket ami Australian rules are without doubt

the most popular sports in the estahbli:hzent.

E M

+ Ve "DAR

LG, Work on the "Darca"™ is etill in abeyance pending th:
fina) decision of the Naval Board end the company.

CORNCTLTUSTON
47 The cousplement has been further depleted.,

48, dorale 15 high end the health of the ship's coanany
satiafactory.

49, Throughout the quartep H.M_ A« Bhips heve been active
in the area and the interest of the ioecal popuduee has been maint=ined.
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