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FILE 18/6/ =1 |
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
(WAVY OFFICE)
HMAS IR LE Revort of Proceedings JanNoAgN |

 45(N5) (WS55) 85/ -

NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

B. The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special

interest in those comments,

C, Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches,

D, If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or

reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above,
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Telephone: H.M.A. FLEET HEADQUARTERS,
359-9111 GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000
2 11 FEB 1974

AF- q1/16/24

The Secretary
Department of Defence (Navy Office)

HMAS CURLEW - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - JANUARY 1974

1. Forwarded.
J'}.ﬁ!-ﬂ‘-——x 4
(D- c- WEI.II.S)
Rear Admiral
Flag Officer Commanding
Encloaufgz:

HMAS CURLEW REPORT dated 18t Febuary, 1974.
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HMAS CURLEW

At WATERHEN

G879
The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET
For Informations ".EFJ”“ % -ﬂ
The Commander S | 7N
Mine Viarfare and Patrol Forces x_ -4 FFR p M 1:_
HMAS WATERHEN o . | i.

: M‘”*ﬁ‘tihﬁ ;1_-:;‘!,,

The Commander i, e B
First Australian Mine '
Countermeasures Squadron
HMAS IBIS Ay

HMAS CURLEW REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 1st JANUARY 1974
- 31st JANUARY 1974

Sir,

I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMAS
CURLEW, under my command for the month of January, 1974. A4ll
times are zone L(-11)

2o At the beginning of the month CURLEW was alongside the
minesweeping wharf at WATERHEN and remained there for the remainder
of the month.

3. The majority of the Ship's Company has now returned from
Christmas leave and the opportunity is being taken to progress
ship's husbandry.

STATE OF SHIP

Main Engines
4e Both main engines were started for trial on the 30th
January and are operating satisfactorily.

Active Rudders

5o The exhaust expansion lines on the port and starboard
active rudders have been received and are currently being fitted.

Air Conditioning Unit

6o The dockyard overhaul of the air conditioning unit was
completed on the 14th January and the unit has operated satisfactorily
for the romainder of the period.

T .

Generators

Te Numbers 1 and 3 generators have been lined up and tested
by dockyard staff and are fully servicible.

RESTRIGTED
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Hull

8e All priority areas of thedeck have now been recaulked
excert for the area over the viectualling store which is expected
to be completed before the commencement of work-up.

HBALTH, WELFARE AND MORALE

9. The general health, welfare and morale of the Ship's
company remains satisfactory.

CONIUCT

10. The conduct of the Ship's company also remains
satisfactory. o

I have the honour to be,
oir 3

Your Obedient Servant

fouitlame

(J «Co WILLIAMS)
Lieutenant RAN
COMMANDING OFFICER
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APPENDIX 1
Miles steamed during the month Nil
Miles steamed since commissioning 194687
Hours underway during the month Nil
Hours underway since commissioning 18018
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APPENDIX 2

Nil exercises during the period
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FILE

18/6/4415

ENT OF DEFENCE

(NAVY OFFICE)

Re
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ort of Proceedings M4
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This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

B. The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director!s comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments,

C. Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches,

D, If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above.

l;l'*lﬂq
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAV

Telgphone: PT,C

369-9M H.M.A. FLEET HEADQUARTERS,
GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000
r 11 MAR 197
AF 1/16/24 | 4
2R Py

The Secretary
Department of Defence (Navy Offlce)

HNMAS CURLEW - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - FEBRUARY 1974

Forwarded,

F "“ \
| | =
K T — A vy %y

(D.C, WELLS)
Rear Admiral
Commander Australian Fleet

Enclosure:

HIIAS CURLEW Report unreferenced dated 4th March, 1974
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HMAS CURLBEW
5 at WATERHEN

4th March, 1974

The Flag Officer Commanding,

i :r'"l

HM AUSTRALIAN FL

—

4D L

Por information:

The Commander,
Australian Mine Warfare and Patrol TForces, IMAS WATERHEN.,

The Commander,
First Australian Mine Countermeasures Squadron, HMAS IBIS.

HMAS CURLEW REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
15T FEBRUARY.1974 - 28TH FEBRUARY, 1974

Sir,

e 1 have the honour to report the proceedings of HMAS CURLEW
under my command for the month of February, 1974. All times are
zone L (~11).

2, At the beginning of the month CURLEW was alongside the
minesweeping wharf at WATERHEN and remained there until the 18th
February progressing ship's husbandry.

e CURLEW cast off all lines at 0830 on the 18th February,
and proceeded down harbour coming to number 4 buoy at 0859. A%
0930 the ammunition lighter was secured alongside and CURLEW
ammunitioned ship. On completion of ammunitioning, CURLEW
commenced a compass swing with D.G. switched off. The conmpass
swing was completed at 1500 and CURLEW proceeded from number 5
buoy to WATELRHEN, berthing starboard side to the minesweeping

i wharf at 1530.

4. CURLEW remained at WATERHEN till 1005 on the 25th
February, when all lines were cast off and the ship proceeded

ocut of harbour and set course for Jervis Bay to commence working
Ul .

5+ Whilst passaging to Jervis Bay the watchbill was proved
and breakdown drills exercised. CURLEW entered Jervig Bay at
1655 and commenced Officer of the Watch man overboard manoeuvers.
On completion CURLEW came to single anchor in F2 at 1840 and
remained there overnight.

6. CURLEW weighed and proceeded at 0702 on the 26th
Pebruary, and commenced sound ranging .

RESTRICTLD

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1074008



RESTRIGTED

- ‘

-

Te sound ranging was completed by 1216 and CURLEW proceeded
to lay a Short Scope Buoy. The buoy was laid at 1233 and at
1239 CURLEW came to single anchor in ¥2, and remained there
overnight. Whilst at anchur3 sonar set to work trials were
carried out by Dockyard staff.

B At 0730 on the 27th February, conning runs and operstor
training were carried out. This proved valuable training &s
the majority of 193 operators now borne, had not previously
worked with the 193 Sonar operstionally.

9. Operator %training and conning runs were completed at
1041, and at 1058 CURLEW weighed and proceeded out of harbour

to exercise breakdown drills. On completion of drills CURLEW
returned to harbour at 1153 and commenced minchunting in the
Darling Roads anchorage area. Minehunting was completed by 1520
and CURLEW proceeded to F2, coming to single anchor at 1531 and
remained there overnight.

10. CURLEW weighed and vproceeded at 0714 on the 28th February,
and continued minehunting and operator training until 1030. AT
1051 CURLEW recovered the Short Scope Buoy and proceeded to F2

to change the scft dome and remcve the active rudders.

i 1 CURLEW weighed at 1353 and proceeded in company with
HMAS IBIS out of Jervis Bay. At 1432 CURLEW and IBIS commen ced
a team sweep. The team sweep was successfully completed at 1547
and CURLEW returned to Jervis Bay with IBIS and carried out a

formation anchorage.

{ o At 2300 CURLEW, in company with 1BLS;, weighed and
proceeded out of Terv15 Bay setting course for Sydney.

STATE OF SHIT

Main mn rines

- 13 Both main engines have operated trouble free during the
period and a quarterliy full power trial was succesgsfully com-
pleted on the 25th February.

| Active Rudders

14 . New exhaust expansion lines have been fitted on the port
and starboard active rudders. Both active rudders are operating
satisfactorily.

Air Conditioning Unit

15s The alr coanditioning unit has operated satisfactorily
during the month with the EXGEptlon of & burst chilled water
line which was repaired by shiv's staff.

Hull

16, The decks have now been recaulked and appear to have
taken up.

ba e
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I
-
Health, Welfare and Morale

] The general health, welfare and morale of the ship's

company remain satisfactory.
Cenduct of the ship's company alsc remains satisfactory.
I have the honour to be,
i o

Your Obedient Serwvant

% i

abtazlﬁlnm1ﬂf

(J. C. Williams)
Lieutenant RAN
Commanding Officer

RESTRIGTLD
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- APPENDIX
Miles steamed during the month 229
Miles steamed since commissioning 194,916
Hours underway during the month 26
Hours underway since commissioning 18,044

Occasions for exceeding econocmical spead
25th February. Quarterly Full Power Trial.

RESTRICTID
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“_ MCM DIVING

12th February

25th February

26th February

27th February

28th PFebruary

NBCD

25th Tebruary

26th February

RESTRICTED

Fitted Active Rudders
Familiarisgstion dives with Bendix

Diver communication (diving time 90 mins)

Replaced hand dome
Removed Active Rudders (diving time
41 mins.)

Laid 55B and dummy mine

Replaced Active Rudders

Diving continuation training - bottom
gsearches (diving time 98 mins,)

Conning Runs on dummy mine (17 runs)
Minehunting navigation and proceedural
training (diving time 6 mins.)

Minehunting navigation and proceedural
training

itecovered SSB and dummy mine

Replaced hand dome and removed active
rudders (diving time 40 mins.)

Team Sweep with HMAS IRIS.

Exercised:

Emergency Stations
Leaving Ship Stations
Action Staticns

Closed down to state 1ZA

ohip's Company lectured on all pumps
carried onboard
Mincr NBCDEX - pumping and flooding.

NAVIGATION AND COMMUNICATIONS

18th February

25th February

27%h Februarj

28th February

Compass Swing No. 4 buoy X0 conning
alongside.,

OOW man overboard manoceuvers - 3 each
Officer.
Blind Pilotage training.

Extended steering gear breakdown
exercises,

Enemy Contact Reporting exercise

(NAVCOMEX 452)
Formation anchorage with IBIS

RESTRICTED

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIGT1074008



: RESTRICTED

FILE 428/3/52

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
(NAVY OFFICE)

Report of Proccedings MAR 14

VS e

NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon after they reach Navy Office,

B, The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments,

C, Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are reierred to
Directors and Heads of Branches,

D. If any metier reguires comprehensive treatment or

reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above,
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

¢ MAY 1974
Teleph : |
;5!;-:;:: H.MA. FLEET HEADQUARTERS,
GARDEN ISLAND., N.S.W. 2000
AF 1/16/24

1The wvecretary
vepartment of vefence (Navy Uffice)

Hlinos CURLLW = RuwtORT UF FoOUuEDINGS = MagCH 1574

,\'; S A

(D0 URLLS )
dear Admiral
Commander Australisn IMleet

Forwarded.

;h;_ﬂlosure -

Hishs CURLswW Report dated 4th april, 1974 (4 copies)
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HMAS CURLEW
at WATERHEN

4th April, 1974

The Flag Officer Commanding,
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

Por informations

The Commander,
Australian Mine Warfare and Patrol Forces, HMAS WATERHEN

The Commander,
First Australian Minesweeping Sqguadron, HMAS IRBIS

HMAS CURLEW - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
1ST MARCH, 1974 - 3RD APRIL, 1974

T 1 have the honour to report the proceedings of HMAS
CURLEW under my command for the period 1st March, 1974 to
8th April, 1974. Times are zone L1 (-11).

24 At the beginning of March, CURLEW was passaging
northward from Jervis Bay to Sydney. CURLEW rendezvoused
with HMAS IBIS off Sydney and proceceded to the gunnery
firing area. 4 firing exercise with a sleeve target com-
menced at 1013 and on completion at 1203, IBIS and CURLEW
proceeded to dSydney. CURLEYW berthed vwort side to on IBIS
at the minesweeping wharf at 1443,

3. Clocks were retarded one hour to zone K (-10) at 0100
on the 4th March. All times following are zone K (-10).

4 o All lines were cast cff at 1000 on the 4th.ﬂﬁveh§ and
CURLEW proceeded out of harbour and set course for Broken
Bay. Whilst passaging north the cpportunity was taken to
calibrate kites and otters. On cumpletiun of calibrations
at 1423, CURLEW proceeded into Broksn Bay and came to single
anchor 160 Shark Rock Peint 4 cables and remained there
overnight.

5 CURLEY weighed and proceeded out of Broken Bay at
0815 on 5th Marech and laid & Short Scope Buoy. M1HMhunt1ng
navigation and procedural training continued until 1150
when CURLEYW returned to Broken Bay coming to anchor at

A2 gt 1215.

= & 8 §F # B == e @
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6 The Fleet NBCDO LCDR J.E. ASKER, RAN, boarded CURLEW
at 1240, and after lectures to the ship's company, witnessed
= a major NBCD exercise. On completion at 1528, the Fleet
NBCDO Officer was landed and CURLEY remained at anchor
overnight.

I N e———"

T CURLEV weighed and proceeded at 0750 on 6th March, ,
and continued minehunting until 1317 when a submarine laid ¢
mine was found in a position 107 Barranjoey Light 1.82 miles,
after recovering the mine inboard, CURLEYW continued mine-
hunting until 1530 when the ship oroceeded into Broken Bsay

and came to single anchor 090" Cowan Point Light 6.4 Calder

and remained there overnight.

e

8. Anchor was weighed at 0800 on 7th March, and CURLEW

- proceeded out of Broken Bay to continue minehunting. At
| 0935 a second submarine laid mine was found in vosition
1.15 Barranjoey Light 1.88 miles. Minchunting was completed
at 1106 and CURLEV proceedad to rendezvous with IBIS for
minesweeping and dan line navigation exercises. 0On com-
pletion at 1420, CURLEW recovered sweeps and proceeded to
continue minehunting at the entrance to Broken Bay. At
1735 a minelike contact was found to be 2 badly corroded
torpedo which CURLEW relaid in a position 070 Barranjocy
Light 1.27 miles. (COMAUSMINRONONE SIG KBT/VICP 0804G132,
MAR 74 refers). Minehunting stations were secured at 1809,
and CURLEW proceeded into Brcken Bay coming to single anchor
| in A2 and remaining there overnight,

e CURLEW weighed at 0912 on 8th March, and proceeded to
area R479 for a sleeve target shoot. Piring commenced at
1045 and on completion at 1115, course was set for Dydney .
CURLEW berthed port side to the minesweeping wharf at
WATERHEN at 25 and ined e ti 2 2

THET 2t 1325 and remained there until the 25th March.

10. All lines were cast off at 1000 on 25th March, and
CURLEW in company with HMAS BOMBARD, proceeded out of pydney
Harbour and set course for Jervis Bay. CURLEW entercd Jervis
Bay at 1626 and came to single anchor at 1655. CURLEVW
remained at anchor overnight.

11, Anchor was weighed at 0600 on 26th March and CURLEW
proceeded to Station C to carry out trials in accordance
with RANRL Trials Proposal No. 4/74. The swell permitted
only high speed runs to be carried out so on Yecovery of
the gear at 1006, CURLEV proceeded for 2 coming to single
anchor at 1050, and remaining there overnight.

; A CURLEW weighed at 0715 on the 27th March and proceeded
to station D to attempt slow specd runs. The swell was still
too large to continue runs, so an hour's swell recording was
taken., At 1256, CUBLEV welghed anchor and proceeded for
CRESWELL berthing starboard zide to the SAR wharf at 1345,

ﬂfsm,m sl
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13 All lines were cast off at 0627 on 28th March and
CURLEY proceeded to staticns A, C and D to earry cut swell
recordings. ©On completion at 1540, CURLEW proceeded to
CRESWELL and berthed starboard side %o the SAR whar
remaining there overnight.

14, CURLEYW casgt off all lines at 0558 on 29th March and
proceeded to station A to complete swell recordings. On
completion at 1003, CURLEW proceeded out of Jervis Bay and
set course for oSydney. CURLEW entered Sydnev Harbour at
1745, and bertned port side to IBIS at the minesveeping
wharf WATERHEN at 1830.

15. All lines were cast off at 1000 on 1st April and
CURLEW, in company with IBIS and BCWBARD proceeded out of
Harbour. ©Ship handling was carried oubt until 1300 when
g LELIS took the tow of M.V. KAROCOLA from BRONZEVING and
| CUELEW became Snnsort. vourse was then set for position
34 50" 5 30' B, where the tow was to be sglippsd.
CURLEW was aatmch4a at 0332 on 2nd April, and course was
sct for Jervis Bay to embark the Commanding Officers
esignate, of SNIPE and CURLEW, LEUT K. GREEN, RAN, and
LEUT V.3, McALLISTER, EAN. OCURLEY entered Jervia Fay at
0712 and came to anchor in ¥2 at 0736.

16 With Commanding Officers designates embarked CURLEW
neilighed and procceded “at 0957 and commenced minehunting,

On vaplhtan at 1231, CURLEW procecded to carry out ship
handling manceuvres, CURLEY procecded cut of Jdervis Bay and
set course for Sydney. uUdei entered Sydney Harbour at
0915 on 3rd April and berthed starboard side to the mine-
gweeping whari at WATERHIN at 1000. CURLEW remained along-
side until the end of the period.

— 17 LEUT W.E. McALLISTER SDE.I(D) RAN, assumed command
of EMAS CURLEW on 3rd April, 1974 (DLFHAV CANBERRA SIG
NBR 0305352 AFPR, 74 refers).

‘ OTATE OF SEIP

18. ASplit in the soft patch over the generator room
remains a cause for concern as moisture is finding its
way into electrical components (My SIG DAW 1801267 MAR 74
URDEF NO. 69/73 refur 5) .

19. The starboard rubbing strake has sprung but temp-
orary repsirs have besen eiffected by ship's setaff. Aetion
has been initiated for complete rerair by Base Staff.

193 SONAR

20, The 193 Sonar has opsrated below optimum performance
during the pericd due to reduced receiver gain and oscil
lating beam pattern (My SIC DAW 060235Z MAR 74 Urdef No.
67/73 ruicrsﬁ. Dockyard staff are currently effecting

repairs. HESTHme =t
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ACTIVE RUDDIRS

24 New exhaust lines on the port and starboard Active
Rudders have been fittead uni lag ‘ed and both Active Rudaers
have operated satisfactorily

MAIN ENGINES

224 Both main engines have operated troublefree through-
out the period.

HEALTH, WELFARE AND MORALE

23 The general hzalth, welfare and morale of the ship's
company remains satisfautary.

cCONDUCT
2l The conduct of the Ship's Company also remains
satisfactory.

I have the honour to be,
oir,

Your Obedient Servant

__ J)Qmm

We e "‘TG-iJJIJIISIIER
L:L utenant, RAN

Companding Officer
‘ T e T

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1074008



RESTRICTED

APPENDIX 1
liles gteamed during the month 95
Miles steamed since commissioning : 195891
Hours underway during the month 106
Hours underway eince commissioning 18150
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APPEIDIX 11

GUNNBRY

01 MARCH = HATTX
AnCRF
SUTT

06 MARCIH = AATIT
AACTT"

NECD

04 MARCH - Major WDCUDEX

a. Pumping, flooding and shoring

be rigging emergency power

ce action stations - 1 Z &

de YWearing of respirators for 15 minutes
€. Operated pre wetiting

'« Reporting and plotting procedures

os Shelter and decontamination statlions
he Radiological monitoring drili

i. Hxercised medical parties

05 MARCH = Second major NBCDEX observed by BFNECIO

COMMUNICATIONS AND NAVIGATION

07 MARCH — Blind pilotage ftraining
26 1hRICH = OOW anchorage
01 APRIL - Visual recognition ILaWw CCG 158

02 LPRIL - Visual recognition IAW CCG IS

MCM AND DIVLNG

04 MLRCH - Calibration of kite and otters

0% MARCH - Fitted Active Rudders
Investigating sonar contacts — diving time 31 mins

06 MLRCH — Conning runs and investigeiing contacts = diving
time 11 mins

07 MiRCH = Minehunting and invesiigation of contacts — diving
time 29 mins

08 MARCH = Removed Active Rudders - diving time 29 mins
21 MARCH - SSBA drills - diving tine 44 mins

25 MARCH - Remove Active Rudders, Check and remove
hydrophone monitor — diving time 48 mins

RESTRICTED
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o6 MARCH - Laying swell recorder and weights, boltom survey
~ diving time 181 mins

27 MARCH - RANRL visgibility frials = diving time 5 mins
o8 MARCH - Bottom survey - diving time 17 mins

29 MARCH - Clear foul swell recorder cable diving time 361 mins

02 APRIL - Fitted and removed Active Rudders diving time
AT mins

RESTRIGTED
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i

‘ . REGISTRY CLASSIFICATION PARTICULARS

cm&sa l
1 Original/Copy
2 Duplicate Copy made
I (l\)) Fhe e 6-/6-/ La:

REGISTRATION

I Security Clagsification

Title ﬁiﬁqu% o€ PJ:DC e_g_abnﬁg - HMAS
Corle .y — Marcel, 194

3 Registration Number N 'Ll- 2—«% I—S fj {L@

¢ | Mark 1o ﬁ % N >

5 Cancel File No vide this File and inform
Movements Secrion of cancellation and new File No

6 Close File No - == = = I

i Cross Reference this File with File(s)

SUBJECT INDEX
e
thﬂg H‘l‘ﬂ!
MAME INDEX
! Heading Bhpnie
MﬁSC]gglgmg, glﬁ‘f}ﬂf{—* ot PJ"C:-MQQ‘\HL-&%_&
Mavrdh 1871

2 | Alter File No on Logging Card for FoCc@3e |

Letter dated llll(xl 2 Reference No 3?/‘3/79 r

11390/ 74—L F. D. AtemnNson, Government Printer, Canberra
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DEPARTHMENT OF DEFENCE

e

FILE 428/3/i10u

(NAVY OFFICE)

Report of Proccedi =BHPQthf

NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon after they reach Navy Office,

B, The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments,

C., Circulation lists numbers 2 agnd 3 are reierred to
Directors and Heads of Branches,

D, If any matler requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should bhe
raised, a suitable note being made above,

RESTRICTED

]

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1074008



IL?EASTRICTED' 4~

ROYA USTRALIAN NAVY

Telephone

| 359-91:xtension %5%2 H.M.A. FLEET HEADQUARTERS,

GARDEN ISLAND, N.8.W. 2000
A F 1/16/74
24th May, 1974

The Secretary
Department of Defence (lavy Office)

HMAS CURTEW ~ RATCRT OF FROCEENINGT -~ APRIL 1974

4
=

1. Forwarded,

” o The spare switch vide paragraph 17 has arrived,

A

.:;'"'.\"" "'&.-J-—-" i

( D . C [ ] ".i'lr?IJIJF; )
: Rear Admiral
Commander Augtralian I'leet

. * “nelosure:

| HMAS CURLEW Remort dated 18t May 1074
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R ESTR 'GTE 0 HMAS CURLEW

au 8ea

1t May, 1574

The Tlag O0fficer Commanding,
HM AUSTRALTAN FLAET
For information:

The Commander, -
Australian Mine Warfare and Patrol Forces, HMAS WATE

N

£-L.
Fri

The Ccmmander,
First Australian Mine Countermeasures Squadron, HMAS IBIS

HMAS CURLEW . REPORT OF PROCELDINGS

L. = SR el S e e

ATH APRIL, 1974 - 30TH APRIL, 1974

oir,

I have the honour to report the »Hroceedings of HMA.
CURLEW under my command for the period 4th April, 1974 to.
30th April, 1974. All times are zone K (- 10).

| B At the beginning of the period CURLEW was alongside

) the Minesweeping Wharf at WATERHEN, All lines were cast of
at 0700 on the 4th April, and CURLEW set course o proceed
out of Sydney Harbour.

35 CURLEW rendezvoused with HMAS IBIS at 0920 and com.-
menced minesweeping operations. On completion at 1112, all
sweeps were recovered and CURLEW commenced underway replen-
ishment approaches on IBIS. At 1313 CURLEW, in company wid
IBIS set course for Sydney and berthed starboard side to the
minesweeping wharf at WATERHEN at 1505.

4, CURLEW remained alongside until 22nd April, progress
ing ship's husbandry and planned maintenance schedules.

5 All lines were cast off at 1324 on the 22nd April,

and CURLEW proceeded out of Sydney Harbour and set course
for Broken Bay. CURLEW entered 3roken Bay at 1546 and came
to single anchor 060 Challenger Head pile 5.4 cables at 160¢

0. CURLEW weighed at 0556 on the 23rd a4pril and proceed¢
on active rudders to lay & short scope buoy and dummy mine.
On completion of the lay, minehunting stations were closed
up and minehunting navigation and procedural training was
carried out. On completion at 1145, the short scope buoy
and dummy mine was recovered and CURLEW proceeded out of
Broken Bay and set course for Sydney. CURLEW entered Sydney
harbour at 1407 and berthed port side to the minesweeping
wharf at WATERHEN at 1500.

RESTRIGTED "
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Ts A1l lines were cast off at 1200 on the 29th April,
and CURLEW, in company with IBIS proceeded out of Sydney
harbour for Broken Bay to participate in Exercise REAL IDEA.,
At 1542 CURLEW was tasked to carry out a precurscr hunt
along the Mean Dan Line for channel X - MC, On completion
at 1845, CURLEW proceeded into Broken Bay and came toO singl-
anchor 061 Challenger Head pile 9 cablesz at 1920.

& CURLEW weighed at 0547 on the 30th April, and proceece
out of Broken Bay to check ‘the Mean Dan Line. On completion
at 0843, sweeps were streamed and CURLILW in company with

IBIS commenced the wire sweeping phase of Bxercise REAL IDES.

9. At 0907 CURLEW's starboard sweep began running incor
rectly and was recovered for inspection. On restreaming, th
gweep still ran incorrectly and was again recovered. CURLE)
proceeded with the wire sweeping phase with only the port
wire streamed. This was the first instance that CURLLEW had

| swept to a depth of fifteen fathoms and further calibration:
to both port and starboard otters will be carried out prior
to exercise KANGAROO ONE.

10. 4t 1335 S8ir, you in company with your Flag Lieutenan:
and the Commander, Australian Mine Viarfare and Patrol Forces
vigited CURLEW and witnessed minesweeping operations.

ks On completion of minesweeping at 1416 CURLEW proceed
to lay a short scope buoy after which, Sir, you departed
CURLEV, Minehunting stations were then closed up and CUELE:
proceeded to minehunt area MW and Minehunting staticns were
fallen out at 1906 and CURLEY proceeded to an anchorage 10C
Green Point 6 cables where she remained Tor the remainder o
the month.

STATE OF THE SHIP

Main Engines

12, Both main engines have operated trouble free Through-
| out the period.

Active Rudders

T 5a The active rudders have operated satisfactorily
throughout the month.

Hull

14. Removal of the soft patch over the generator room
revealed that sixty percent of the securing rivets had
corroded away (My SIG DAW 260405Z APR 74 URDEF No.73/73
refers). Temporary repairs have been effected by Base Staf:
and final repairs are expected to be completed early May.

RESTRICTED

15. On the 17th April, six point nine percent Iresh water
coolant was discovered in number two dissel generator, neces
sitating a generator change (My SIC DAY 180048Z APR 74 URDET
No. 72/73 refers). Cn visual examinatior no apparent fault
was evident and it was suspected that the liner seal vias
unserviceables,

Cenerators
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16, The generator change was successfully completed by
ship's staff (My SIG DAW 2604002 APR 74 refers) .

Til's Number cone diesel generatcr is currently uuﬁerviceabka
due to a faulty supply switch (My SIG DAW 2926072 ALR T4 refers
The switch has been demanded from stores and ship's staffl
will effect repairs on arrival of the spare switch.

193 SONAR

18. The sonar tyne 193 operated satisfactorily until the
17th April, when the depression servo unit was fouq@mta DE
flooded (COMAUSMINPABFOR's SIG DAW 1600052 APR 74 UBLDEF
No. 71/73 refers). Dockyvard staff have since rectified vhe

r

defect and set the sonar to work.

HEATTH, WELRARE AND MORALY
14, The general health, welfare and morale of the Ship's

Company remains satisfactory.

COITDUCT

The conduct of the Ship's Comnany also remains

I have the honour to be,
Sl o

Your Obedient Servant

-

7, T, McAllister)
| Lieutenant, Ral

Commending Officer

RESTRICTED
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APCENDIX I

Miles steamed throughout the month
Miles steamed since commissioning
Hours underway during the month

Houre underway since commissioning

RESTRICTED
RESTRICTED

18192
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APPENDIX 17T

MOM AND DIVING

04 April - Minesweeping operations with doubl
Oropeza rig.

23 April - Laid SB5B and dummy mine
HMinehunting

29 April -~ Dxercise REAL IDEA

30 April = oxercise RELL IDEA

NAVIGATICN AND COMMUNICATIONS
04 april = RAS approaches

26 April = Internal exercise and training
usingz:
AKAC 132

.E:L}:;LG 1 5 -1 9
Kals 6138
29 April -~  Inemy contact reporting exercise
TAVCOMEX 452)
2 ship radar calibration.

RESTRICTED
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Teleph :
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GARDEN ISLAND. N.S.W. 2000

AF 1/16/24 {g JUN 107%

The Zecretary
Department of Defence (Mavy Office)

HMAS CURLEW - REFORT OF PROCEEDINGS - MAY 1974

Forwerded.

f : .
7 6 w,
IV " L

(J. D. GOBLRE)

Commodore
for Commander Australian Fleet

-

Enclosure:

HMAS CURIEW Report dated 1st June 1974
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HIL.S CURLEBW
At WAVERTON. N.S.W. 2060

1 June 1974

The Flag Officer Commanding
M AUSTRALIAY FLENT

For Informations

The Commander, hustrazlian Mine Warfare and Patrol Forces
HUMAS WaTZRHEN

The Commander, First ihustralian lline Countermeasures Sguadron

HMAS IBIS
HMAS CURLEW - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
1st MaY 1974 ~ 31st MLY 1974
Sil"j

I have the honour to report the proceedings of Hliw3 CURLEW
under my command for the period of 1at May, 1974 to 31st May, 1974.
411 times are zone K (-10)

2 e at the beginning of the month, CURLEW wes a2t anchor in
Broken Bay participating in Bxercise REal IDBa. CURLEV weighed at 0600
on the 18t May, ond proceeded to carry out minehunting operations 1n
area M. Minehunting continued until 1040 when the automatic clutch
sssembly in the port ctive rudder overheated and siezed rendering the
active rudders unservicible. CURLEW completed minchunting and proceeded
for sheltered waters to carry cubt an investalgations

3. CURLEW cume to single anchor in snchorage &2 at 1154 and
continued invostigation of the cetive rudders. CURLEW weighed and

ole

procecded out of Troken Bay at 2140 to marticipate in & search for &
yacht frowm which distress flares had reportedly been sightea
(COILUSILTS SIG Kal 011050Z M~Y T4 refers). CURLEW in company with
HilhS IBIS, continued the soarch without success until 0230 on the
2nd May, when course was set for Broken Bay. CURLEW camc o singlg
anchor in anchorage A2 at 0213.

4 e CURLEW weighed ot 0820 and proceeded to area W to mine-
btunt. However the prevailing weather conditions precluded minchunting
operations and CURLEW returned to her anchorage. CURLEW weighed at 1600
and proceeded to recover the proviously located minc and the Short

Scope bucye On completicn at 1753, CURLEW prcoceeded out of Broken

Fay end set course for Sydney. CURLEV entered Cvdney harbour at 1940
and berthed starboard side to the minehunting whart ot WaTHERHEN &

2038,

5 All lines werc cast off at 1352 on the 3rd May, and CURLEW
procegded for Garden Island securing in the Floating Dock at 144C and

RESTRICTED -
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6o CURLEW wundocked from the Floating Dock ot 1010 on ths Tth

Moy, and with the wssistance of one tugz and a workboaty; moved to
WATBRHEN berthing starboard side to on HMAS SNIPE at tho minesweeping
wharf at 1039.

T all lines were cast off at 1300 on the 13th lay, and CURLEW
proceeded for Garden Island berthing port side to the Bast Heturn

Wwall at 1333« Whilst alongside ot Garden Islandy dockyard repalrs conuv—
inued con the active rudders.

8 e CURLEY cast off all lines and precceded for WATERIEN at C935
on the 20th Uay, berthing starbocrd side to thne minssweeping whartf a
1007 «

9 all lines were cast off at 0925 on the 21st lay, ana CULRLEW
procecded out of Sydney harbour for Hroken Bays 0On peaspage, the
opportunity waes taken to calibrate the port and starboard sweeps anc
currently both otters are running correctly. On completici of sweep
calibration at 1121, CURLEW proceeded into Broken Bay to commence
minehunting ror those mines not recoverod in Bxercise REAL IDEA.
Minehunting stations were sccwred at 1630 and CURLEW proceeded into
anchorage &2 remalning overnight.

10 CUXLEW weighed at 0715 on the Z2nd May, and proceeded to
g 2 Js I
continue minehunting operzticns. at 0850 a feult develouped in one of

the sonor alternators which necessitated CURLEW's rceturn to WATERHEN .
CULEEW proceeded out of Broken Bay at 1046 and set course for Sydney
berthing starboard side to the minesweeping wharf at 1300. CULLEW
remained alongside for the romainder of the month preparing for

Bxercise KONGAROO ONE.

STaTE OF SHIE

Ml INGILNES

11 Both main engines havce operated troublec free throughout the
period.

ACTIVE RUDDERS

12 On the 1st blay, the automatic elutch az:embly of the port
active rudder coverheated and siezed resultinzg in the inner cluteh
assembly disintergrating. The level box cover was smashed and the
clutch shaft bent (My SIC DuW 010250% MaY 74 URDEF Yo 75/73 refera).
CUKLEW wus docked to ascertain the extent of the damage and until
gpares became available, the port active rudder is uvnsgerviecible. It
28 envisaged that COURLEW will be able to minehunt competently on the
gtarbocard active rudder in the fortheoming Exercise KANG.HRO0 ONE.

HULL

13 hepairs to the soft pat
been effected by dockyard staf
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144 The faulty suprly switch for number one diesel gﬁneratc?_ :
L. = basen received Tro:n stores and repairs have been efTected by ship's

193 SONAR
15 The four hundred cycle, three phaze, one hundred and sixueern

volt motor aliernator which burnt out on the 22nd lMay, has been repalred
by base staff and ig now operating satisfactorily.

- A O R * = e =y e A :v bl | =y
o On: the 29th May, the sonar type 133 108t all
th frequency moas

e 4

‘ e
i

o+

rad

O

: rgducing the ships minehuniing c2 1 :
( COMAUSHILPABFOR'e SIG DAl 2822582 MAY 74 URLER Wo 77/73 refers)
Dockyard staff are currently setting the sei to work snd it o
that repairs will @ efrected before CURLEW's deployment Tor bzerclse
Kengeroo Oneo

HEALTH VELFARE LD MORALL

1T The zeneral health, welfare and morale of the Ship's
Company remaing satisfactory.
CONDUCT
| - s . o = b
| 18 The conduct of the Ship's Company also remains satlsfactorye
I
p

I heve the nonour to be,
S g

YTour Ubedient Servants,

i 5 |
| e } - .F .}I y
# r ;
- —-—

(GoB. MaALLISTER)
Lieutencnt RAN

COIMMANDING OFFICER

RESTRICTED
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Miles steamed vhroughout the month 194

e
£

Miles stezmed gince commissioning

' | R T L e ate
lours underway during the month 29
| - i R e : . i T i oy sk e 1 20 . ]

Hourg underway since commissioning 18221
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MCM AivD DIVING

01 May Investigation of sonar contacts. Uiving time 3L mins
Hull survey and removal of active rudders. Diving time 43 mins

02 hay Remove and replace hond dome. Diving wizne T mins

Q7 ey Recovery of logt stoves. Diving time 30 mins

oy - = = . ke = 1 "i = =i E : - _:1 il e v i
.."':1 le"-i:-; e Ty = ...Tli’lg LI ':3'-.1-4.11 “_-_"ﬂ:t T O G SN0k b2 5D

¥ - -y [ T -.:.-‘ s, B T i . R ; . = : % -'.- . | 3 F i i AN, . |
Investigation of scnar contaects. Diving time 32 milnse
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NOTES: A, This copy is circulated so that Board lMembers may
see these reports soon after they reach Navy Office,

B, The report will be given again to Board Members wi?h
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments,.

C, Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are reierred to
Directors and Heads of Branches,

D. If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being mede above,

= =F
(el

ﬂ |7
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

RESTRICTED

Telaphone:

3g9.9111 Ext 3532 H.M.A. FLEET HEADQUARTERS,
GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000
2 2 JUL 1974
AF 1/16/24

The Secretary
Department of Defence (Navy Office)

HMAS CURLEW - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - JUNE 1974

Forwarded.

- o (
(D.C. WELLS)

Rear Admiral
Commander Australian Fleet

Enclosure: HMAS CURIEW Report dated 1st July, 1974
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NSW. 2060

s

The Flag Officer Commendirng
H AUSTRALTAN FLEET

For information

The Coumander
asugtralian Mine Warfare and Patrol Forces
AMAS VATRERHEN

ihe Comnander
First australian lline Countermeasures OSquiron
HlaS 18IS

-

HMAS CURLEW - REPORT OF PRCOCEEDINGS 15T JUNE 1974 -
0TH JUNE 1574

Sir,

proceedinge of HIAS CURLEY
30'13}‘_ J Uune '19'?.1'!.:

I have the honour 1o repc .t the
under my command for the pericd of 1st June, 1374 to
£11 times are zone K(-10).

2e nt the beginning of the month CURLEW was alongside the
minesweeping wharf ot WATERHEN. All lines were cast off at 0908 on

the 3rd June, =nd OUxldl,, in company with HEAS SiTPHE, proceedsd down
harbour t¢ rendezvous with major Fleet units for « lezd ocut of Sydney
narboure. CURLEW rendezvous=ad with HilaS MBLBOURNE 2t 1127 a2nd ccmmenced
the lead out of the rotiocnal swept channel a-MCO-X, with MELBOURI
stationed one mile astern. On completion at 120C, CURLEW was detached
and proceeded to join SNIPE for passage to Shozlwater Bay for Hxercise
Kangarco One.

3e On pasgsage to Shoalwater Bay, toc opportunity wos taken +0
carry cut OOW manocuvres, RAS approaches cnd a surface gunnery shoote
CURLEV and SNIPE arrived at the Shoalwater Bay exercise arca =t 1600
cn the 6th June, and after conducting OOW wznoeuvres bertiaed starboard
side to HMAS STALWART anchored in pesition 290 Otterborne Island 1'@0m

do
to join HMAS IBIS to carry out a personnel tronsfer. On completion at
0610 CURLEW prcceeded into Shoalwater Bay ani commenced loying the

den line for the alternative channel X=liC1=iT1. On completicn of lay-
ing all available dan buoys CURLEW returned to STLLWLRT berthing
starboard to at 1400. The remaining d=n buoys and associated
equipment were embarked 2nd on completion 1616, CURLEW procecded tc¢
rondezveus with HAaS BEULNC t¢ embark radar reflecters. On completicn
CURLEW proceeded to an anchnorzge tov the North cof larble Island where
she remained overnight as a radar pickot.

RESTRIGTED

2/~

CURLEW cast off all lines at 0532 on the Tth June, and proceceded
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e CURLEW weighed and proceeded at 0534 on the 8th June, and
proceeded to complate (he dan line for channel X—HG1. Oon first
inspection of previcusly loid dans, four appecrcd to be missing. One
hour later throc of those dans woere watching properlye ond it is
cunsiderod that the dans dipped at maximum tldeo.

He On completicn of the dan lay, CURLEYW prcceccded to rendezveus
vith 1818 and SNIPE to commence the mineswoepirg phise af‘H:ngﬂrau One.
Ships warpe formed up at 1401 and CURLENW ervered the lap at 1425.

=

T Hinesweeping operations coupletel at 1710, an€ ©on recovory cf
2ll ge' ry CURLEW proceeded to rendegvous with BETH0O to transfer duns
wnd asacelated equipmente On completion ¢4 1818, CURLAW prccecded o
nzachor in position 270 Whito Rocks 3.6 milos and remainced there overs
ni ght .

8. CURLEW weighed at 0530 on the 9th June, and proeeceded to lay

twe Short oScope Buoys for minchunting cperations. Minehunting stations
were closed up at 0807 end arter este hllSﬁlQ' detection and classifiention
ranges Tor the day, CURLEW commenced minehunting the chonnel IE=IT,
MT-iV1+ CUKLEW detected and reccvere’ cine cr.und mine at 1 300.
Minshunting operations were completed av 1820 and CURLEW cone to anchor
in hunted water 305 Vhite Rccks 2 miles an' romaincd there overnighte.

Qe CURLEW weighed at 0500 on the 10tk June, 2nd prececded for
STALWAKT berthing port side tc at 062%. On eompleticn of embarking
dan buoys .CURLEW procecded te check and relay if nuonired the don lins
X~-1Ce On completion, CURLEW continued minchunting overations in ohc

channel X=ICe

10. linehunting stations were secured at 1610, ond CURLEW preceadel
up the channel to the anchorage area berthing on STaLWART 2t 1829 and
remaining cvernighte

11 all lines were casgt off at 0516 on the 11th Juns, end CULLEW
and..SHIPE proceeded to Point X to lead in the amphibious Task Groups
CURLEW commenced the lead in of USS JUNO, USS BRISTOL CCLLTY and

HMS LONDONDERRY at 0812 and on completion at 1108, proceeded t¢ Point
X to lecad in HMAS STUART. STUART was led in through the Herth Choanel
and on completicn at 1510, CURLEY prccoeede: to continue minshunting.
Minehunting was conpleted at 1840 and CURLEV came tc single ancher 240
Utterbourne Island 8 cablese.

o

12 CUREW weighed 2t 0332 on the 12th Junc and procesdes to Point
& to lezd out USS GURKE. The lead out was completed at 0843 and CURLIW
ccntinued minehunting channel X=MCe On compiction of minehunting at
1841, CURLEW proceecded to the anchorage arss anchoring in Number 11 at
2239 and remaining overnight.

13 CULLEW weighed and proceededa at 0530 on the 13th June to ler

sut HMS ARTADNE and HMAS STUART. On completicn of the lead out at 0310,
CULLaW returned tc hunting the chonnel X-MCe &t 1145 & mine like contact
was dived on and confirmed as a sunken bucyant mine with sinker which
we.s subsequently recuvered inboard.

: RESTRIGTED ™
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14 at 1510 an Orange Porce Patrol Beat was sighted and wes
vagaged with 40/60 Break Up Shct. after iritial revorting, o fightor
attack wos successfully directed by CURLEW cn the Fotrcl Boct and uns
sther which was sighted just prior to the arrivel o the ~ircraft. One

of the Patrol Boats wag ifentified as MHMAS BOBARD cperating in tho
Crange role.
154 Hinehunting staticns were securcd a2t 1818 ond CURLEW pruvccoded

to ancher 180 Otterbourne Island 3.25 milcs where sho penmained cvernichtd.

16. CURLEW. woighed 2t 0515 on the 14%h Juncy ond proecesdod tc
Point X t0 lead in MRS HOB:HT and HIIS 4RCQILUT. On comnleticn of the
lezd in at 0904, CULLEW prececded t¢ bexth on DETLO to dissmbark mincs

w0l ginkorse 41l minee wore disemborked a2t 1040 wnd CULLEW procceled
for the chunnel X=MC to convinue minchuntinge. On octipleticn of mine-

hunting at 1930, CURLEW procecded fur fthe onchecrnse orsa anchorianz 167
Bey Isgland 1 mile &t 2135.

17 CURLEV weighed at 0539 un the 15th June, ancé proceeded to
Point 4 ¢ land T P T _FTO',-‘*-"T arns HUS ALOONLAT 0 e leticn 2
folnt 4 0 lead out Hikp (03T and HMS ARGONAUT. On completion of
the lead out 2% 0845, CUZLEW returncd to channel F=I1iC3 Lo search for

.

submarine 1l.id mincvs +the positicn of which were kmowne CURLEYW wne
unguecesaful in loeating tho submarine lzaid mineg and at 1545, CURLEW
proceeced to the anchorage area to berth on STAlwalT for provisioning
and refuelling. CURLEW remained alongeids overnight.

18+ #ll lines were cast off at 0700 cn the 16th Junc ~né CURLEW
proceeded t¢ chamnel X=-MC1 to continue with the sozrch fur submirine
ieid mines. Minehunting continued unsuccessfully until 1600 when
CURLEW roturned to the anchorage area coming to sin-le ancior ot

2003 and remaining cvernight.

19 On completion of the Amphibious Tagl Group clenring tho
nehorage at 1130 on the 18th Juno, CURLEW in ccmpany with IBIS and
SNIPE, weighed and procceded to recover dors and short scope bucyse On
completion at 1447, course was set for Scawfell Island. The sguadron
carried out & formation anchorage in Kofuge Bay at 2212 and remained
there overnight .

20 « CURLEW, in company with IBIS and SNIPH, weighed at 0800 cn the
19tk June, and proceceded for liackay berihing starbecard side to number
swe berth at 1010.

21 all lines were cast off at 1004 oxn the 21zt June, and CURLIT
in company with IBIS and SNIPE, proceeled out of Macksy Outer Harbour
and get course for Sydney.

22 e Durirg the nosscge to Sydney CURIBY was dotached to investizuie
- Japanese fishing boot end results of tho investigution were forwardod
vide COMAUSIINKON ONw's FISHREP 230645%Z JUN T4.

23 CURLEW entered Sydney harbour at 0921 on the 24tk June, znd

berthed starboard side to on INIPE at VWATERHET at 1009. CURLEW remained
alongside for the remainder of the mconthe

RESTRIGTED 4/-

MEMORIAL

RCDIGT1074008



RESTRICTED

T

f ;b-E:: of 3.1_1_2_

Main BEngire s

24. Both main ongines have cperatzd trouble froe throughout tac

nonth e

achive Huwliders

s
i ! ¥ )

25 The poert Active Rudder remains unserviceable duz o 0o
unavailability of spares. However CUXLEW v-s atlc to minechunt comprtently
on one &ctive rudder during Kangaroc One anl the unservice bility of

the port active Rudder is n&t4immedinta CUT.CaTN e

-+

Jull

26 The number two generatcr dumny load tamk has & cracked
wolded seam at the base, allcowing ingress of sca water ¢ tne goneratr
roume Base staff cre curvently effecting repeirs (My SIG DAl 2023302
JUN 74 UKDEBF No 78/73 refers)

Vogsper Roll Dampers

27 Phe boltas holéding the eentrelising worm drive goar have come
~drift on both Roll Demperse. Base sieff ot WaATELHEN are currcntly
affecting ropairs. (ly 2023312 JUKN 7. URLEEF uo ?9/73 refers)

193 Sonar

28 o The gyro stabilising unit in the 193 suntx is currentliy
unservice ble and dockyard staff will effect repairs (lly SIG Dail 2023354
JUN 74 URDEF ¥o 81/73 refors)

29, During Kaengaroc One, the 193 sonar perfermed efficiently and
satisfactorilye

Health, Welfare =nd Morale

30 The health, welfarc and morale of the Ship's Cocmpany acs becn
excellent, particularly during the longer Lhours worked during Exercise
Kangarco Onee.

Conduct

31 The conduct of the Ship's Company has been entircly satisfactcrye
I have the henour to be,
.} iI' 9

Your Cbedicnt Sexrvant,

(oo McALLISTER)
Lisutenant FAN
COLRMANDING ONFICER

RESIRIGIED
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APPENDIX 1

Miles steamed throughout the month 2130
a 3 - . . ,_'_F‘ 5]
Milas steamed since commissioning 1968830
’ . £
Hours underway during month 256
Hours undervay since commissioning Y82

RESTRICTED
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ANPENDIX 2
pxercised during Kengaurco One

Jrd June 18th Junc
SUTF nil tarset
SUTF 40/60 B.U, against FPB
Hinebunting including gaelognation methc” of navig tion
Laying and reccvery of dan buoys and SSE
Jinesweeping operations
Lead In/Outs of mejor fleet units

Investigation and reocovery of mincs and minelike cocntacts.
Total diving time 33 Rows

Detcnation of IDW
Visual recognition IAW CCG 158
Trensmission authentication IAW AKLL - 38

lumeral Code using aKAC 1519

2 100T work

g

c4th June OOV maroeusyres by flegs

25th June P/P and flooding oxercise conducted by nowly jcined X0

RESTRIGTED
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NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon afier they reach Navy Office,

B. The report will be given again to Board NMembers with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments,

C, Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches,

D, If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above,
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Telephone:
359-9M [xtension 3532 | H.MA. FLEET HEADQUARTERS.
GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000
AF 1/16/24 11 0CT 1974

The Secretary
Department of Defence (Navy Office)

HUAS CURLEW -~ REPORT OF PROCELDINGS - JULY, 1974

Fﬂrwarded..

\
- !JJJ oty

( D ’ G - NE IJLS )
Rear Admiral
j?, Commander Australian Fleet

Enclﬁqure:

HNMAS CURLEW unreferenced letter dated 1st August, 1974
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HMAS CULKLEW
At mmﬁﬂﬂ L IQ‘ISHTHI 2'060

0 1 AUG 1274

The Flag Officer Commanding
HiI aAUSTRALIAN FLERT

For informaticns

The Commander
australian Mine Wariare and Patrol Fercss
HMES waATERHEN

The Ccmmander
First dustralizn linc Countermeasure Squadron
HMaS IBIS

HMAS CURLEW — REPOZT OF PROCEZDINZS 1 ST JULY 1974 —
3T JULY 1974

5]

ep

g
-

I have the honour tc peport iic nrucaﬂiiﬂ g o HulhS CURLEY
wgdar my commead fur the periadl 1st July, 1974 to et July,,1974.
.ﬂ.J. tl--.&ﬂ HI.L"-n.-r .?'..-AJ-E -‘h- (_10)

Ze at the beginning of the month CULLEW was clongeide the mine-
sweeping wharf =t WaTEKNEN cnd remained there until the 20th July,
undergoing & base assiwted maintenance period and general ship's

' husbandry .
Je All lines were cast coff at 0800 on the 30th July and
CURLEW proceeded down harbour for number 4 buoyes CURLEW came to
L number 4 buoy at C831 and commcnced ammuniticning at C845. Om ccmpl-

¢tion of ammuniticning ship et 1005, CURLEW slipped from the buoy and,
in eccmapny with HiL.E SNIPE, prDcu:tLd out of Sydney harbour ans set
course for Jervis He7. Durlng ne passage the opportunity to ctream
orepess sweeps was v.ken, however the port sween wire was founa ¢ be
defective and the citd sweep only was streamed. CU.LEW eritcrel Jcorvis
Bey &t 1800 and prcecedod to anchorage F3 coming t¢ zingle enchexr at
1836 and remainin. cvernighte

Le CURLEW weigned a2t 1220 cn the 31st July, and procecded for
inehunting GPEIﬂtluﬂS to wurk up the new crzw of scnar cperatclse
SoRehunting stations were *~Lu“ed at 1545 end on compieticn of reeov—-

2 the short scope buocy =t 1620 CLMLEw roceecad to anchoraoge ¥
L ? I =
[~/ * $0 gingle ancinor at 1702. CURLEW weighed at 2255 and nrocecded
[’ = ED ar = iy
(1 I's JOIVis L&y webbbmg ~nnves for Sxﬁguy. CURLEW ﬂDLﬁiﬂﬂEd pmasnging
5 A

i f o PR e _
) = Al S0 lSyfiney for o remainder of the mon

.Jﬁm

N RESTRICTED
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State of Ship
Main Engines
5 Both main engines have operated trouble free throughout the
period
Generators
Ge The cracked seam at the base of number two generator dummy

load tank has been repaired by Base Staff and is no longer a cause
for concern.

Vosper Roll Dempers

Te Bage Staff have effected repairs on the bolts holding the
centralising worm drive gear.

Rﬂgggggggsiun Chamber

8e The one man recompression is currently inoperative due to
a malfunctioning oxygen regulator valve. The chamber has been removed

and dockyard staff are affecting repairs (My 1001372 JUL 74, Urdef No
84/73 refers).

Active Rudders

9. The port Active Rudder remains unserviceable awaiting spares
From the United Kingdom.

10 There is water ingress through the propeller shaft seal
causing dilution in the starboard Active Rudder lube oil system (My
1001452 JUL 74, Indef No 17/73 refers).

Hull

11 There is constant water seepage from the bathrooms to the

forepeak causing continual minor flooding. (My'2?004DZ.JUH'T4,
Indef No 29/73 refers).

12, The bolts and ribbing on the starboard side of the dome

space are corroded and leaking necessitating dockyard repair (My
2700152 JUN 74 Indef No 18/73 refers).

13. Several rubbing strokes on the port and starboard side of

Yhe ship have come adrift and dockyard staff are to survey and repair
(My 270028% JUN 74 Indef No 28/73 refers).

Rudders

14. Both the port and starboard rudder post glands are leading

suspectedly caused by excessive movement during Bxercise Kangaroo One.
(My 270022Z JUN 74 Indef No 19/73 refers) .

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1074008
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128 _Sonar
15 The gyro stabilising unit in the 193 sonar has been repaired

by dockyard staff and the sonar is performing efficiently and satisfact-
Grily .

Health, Welfare and Morale

16, The health, welfare and morale of the ship's company has
been satigfactory.

Conduct

17 The conduct of the ship's company also remains satisfactory.

I have the honour to be,
SiI',

Your Obedient Servant,

A -

(WeBe McALLISTER)
Lieutenant RAN
COMUMANDING OFFICER
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APPENDIX 1
Miles steamed throughout the month 132
Miles steamed since commissioning 199012
Hours underway during the month 14
Hours underwey since commissioning 18491

RESTRICTELD
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MCM and Diving

Friday 19th July
Tuesday  30th July
Wednesday 31st July

NBCD
Tuesday  30th July

GUNNERY
Tuesday  30th July
Wednesday 31st July

w2 RESTRICTED

Cleaning screws = diving time 44 mins
Calibration of port and starboard sweeps

Change dome and Active Rudders - diving time
30 mins

Minehunting continuation training

Investigating sonar contacts = diving time
20 mins

Major fire exercise = crash stopping of fans
and use of Normal Air breathing apparatus

Transfer and treatment of casualties

Broved watchbills ats-

ﬁ%l‘é’&n }ngtﬁ Z &

Leaving ship stns
Rigged branch pipes and exercised boundry

cooling

Ammunition ship

Lending and boarding parties mustered and
kit lﬂbellﬁd-

SAFETY BEQUIPMENT AND FIRST AID

Wednesday 31st July

P1IO TAGE
Tuesday  30th July

COMMUNICATIONS
Monday 22nd July

Wednesday 24th July
Thursday 25th July
Tuesday  30th July
Wednesday 31st July

ILR and helo demonstrations

Safety equipment lecture
First Aid lecture by X0
Asphyxiation - mouth to mouth rescusitation
Electric shock
Use of Oxy Viva rescusitation
Drowning

OOW Blind Pilotage training

Navcomex 405 - Voice procedural exercise
including DRYAD

Navcomex 204 - flashing procedural exercise
Exercise emergency destruction procedures
Navcomex 453 CW T/X exercise

Navcomex 453 CW T/X exercise

RESTRICTLD
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B, The report will be given again to Board lembers with

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
(WAVY OFFICE)

FILE 428/3/A\S

R,

Renort of Proceedings

¥ W-—

X ﬂM%MWSWWa

L953L1¥1rﬁ

This copy is circulated so that Board lMembers may
see these reports soon aftter they reach Navy Office,

IH

Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments,

C, Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are relerred to
Directors and Heads of Branches,

D, If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above,
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Telephone:
369-91M1 Extension 3532 H.M.A, FLEET HEADQUARTERS,
GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000
AF 1/16 /24 . 25 0CT 1974

The Secretarv
Department of Defence (Navy Office)

HMAS CURLEW - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS — AUGUST 1974

Forwarded.

_ ;/ @;Zﬂ/d/&._, |

f = o WELLS)
- 4., Rear Admiral
r vommander Australian Fleet

g Lnclosure:

HMAS C'RLEW Report dated 3rd September 1974
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HMAS CURLEW

RESTRICTED 3rd SEPIENBER 1974

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

For Information

The Commander
Australian Mine Warfare and Patrol Forces
HMAS WATERHEN

The Commander
First Australian Mine Countermeasure Squadron

HMAS IBIS
HMAS CURLEW « REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
1ST AUGUST 1 - 31ST AUGUST 1
Sir,

I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMAS CURLEW
under my command for the period 1st August 1974, to 31st August
1974. All times are zone K (=10). |

At 2355, 31st July, HMAS CURLEW weighed anchor and in 2=%
company with HMAS SNIPE proceeded from her anchorage in position F3
in Jervis Bay, On 18t August, whilst en route a heaving line
trgnsferwas carried out with SNIPE, The opportunity was also
takento carry out OOW manoeuvres in recovering a man overboard,
and to test both Port and Starboard Orepesa Sweeps., On completion
of the sweep test, the ship proceeded to anchor in position A1 in
Broken Bay, where the ship remained overnight,

At 0558, 2nd August, CURLEw weighed anchor and proceeded
for minehunting operations, At 0915 CURLEW rendezvoused with HMAS
SHIPE and conducted OOW manoeuvres and minesweeping operations
prior to returning to Sydney, The ship secured alongside at
WATERHEN,

On 5th August, CURLEW cast off at 1000 and in company with
HMA Ships IBIS and SNIPE, proceeded from WATERHEN, Whilst in the
vicinity of No 4 Buoy Sydney Harbour, CURLEW was detached to carry
outPort engine trials on completion of which CURLEW rendezvoused
with SNIPE to carry out a towex - SNIPE towing, At 1312 the tow
was slipped and CURLEVW set course to investiga e a capsized dinghy
from which three crew members were rescued - reference my 0504002
Au% T74. With the three members embarked, and the dinghy hoisted
inboard, CURLEW proceeded to Broken Bay, where the survivors and
their boat were landed at Cottage Point, The ship then came to
anchor in position C2, Due to unsuitable weather, CURLEW remained
at anchoruntil 7th August, On the 7th and 8th August, CURLEVW
carried okt a series of mine hunting exercises in the vicinity
of Broken Bay and then proc¢eedd#d to WATERHEN berthing Starboard
side to Minesweevines Wharf, preparing for annual inspection, -

RESTRICTED
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During the week commencing Monday 12th August, Annual

Departmental tions were carried out,
Divisions were held on the 20th August at 0900 where the

Inspection of Ship's Company and ship was carried out by Commander

J. St. B, MORE GLEX (G).
Due to a faulty generator = my 270432Z Aug 74 Urdef No

85/74 and 87/74 refers the ship remained alongside for the
remainder of the month,

STATE OF SHIP

MAIN ENGINES
n ines have operated satisfactorily throughout

the period,

GENERATORS
o2 Generator caused concern (My 270432Z Aug 74 Urdef

85/74 and 87/74)refers), This was rectified by completely replacing
the generator,

ACTIVE RUDDERS
The rort Active Rudder remains unserviceable awaiting

spares and maintenance is still outstanding on the Starboard Active
Rudder (My 100145Z Jul 74 Indef No 17/73 refers).

RECOMPRESSION CHAMBER
raef No 74 refers has now been corrected,

AIR CONDITIONING
The air conditioking units performance is still below

acceptable standard,

HULL
The bolt and ribbing on the Starboard side of the Dome

Space are corroded and leaking necesaitating dockyard repair

My 270028Z Jun 24 Indef No 78/73 refers, everal Rubbing Strakes
on the Starboard side of the ship have come adrift and dockyard
staff are to survey and repair [My 27002872 Jun 74 Indef No 28/73

refers).
HEALTH, WELFARE AND MARALE

The EegIEE, welfare and morale of the ship'S company has

been satisfactory.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your Obedient Servant,

Q)F. w =

(W.E., MeALLISTER)
Lieutenant RAN
COMMANDING OFFICER
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APPENDIX 1 ' w0 F
294
VMjiles steamed throughout month e B8
Mi{les steamed since commissioning
by
Hours underway during month S
hours underway since commissioning

RESTRIGTED
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APPENDIX 2

MCM D

Thursday Oist August Calibation of Port and Starboard sweeps

Friday 02nd August Minehunting continuation training

Wednesday O7th August Minehunting continuation +training

Thursday 08th August Minehunting continuation training

NAVIGATION

Thursdav 01st August Heaving line transfers with HMAS SNIPE
| OOW manoeuvres in recovering man overboard

Friday 02nd August OOW manoeuvres/Mine sweeping formations

with HMAS SNIPE
Monday O5th August Towing exercise with HMAS SNIPE

COMMUNICATIONS

Thursday 22nd August Navcomex 405 « Flashing procedural exercise

fl'i it
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FILE 428/3/ 442

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
(NAVY OFFICE)

AL E W Report of Proceedingscep ‘i
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NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon after they reach Navy Office,

B, The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those conments,

C, Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches,

D, If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above,
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

Telephone:

359-91m Extension 3532 , . . H.M.A. FLEET Hsmaumrzns.'
. Lot ) GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000
; [ /e |

The Secretary,
Department of Defence (Navy Office)

HMAS CURLEW = REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS ~ SEPTEMHI

=
=
—t

Forwarded.

J/f_l;——#lj

(D.C. WELLS)
Rear Admiral

Com&ﬂdag__ Aum;alian Fleet
o %! -

~ ' - -
Enclosure: e ,

e

HMAS CURLEW Report dated 2nd October, 1974 =5

- %
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GLONFIDENTIAL

HIIAS CURLEW
At Hea.

ond Centember, 1C7-

The FPlag Cfficer Coimanding
Ml AUSTRALTIAN FPLEET

For Information

The Commancer
sustralian Mine Warfare and Patrol Forces
IDIAS WATERHEN

The Commandel
Pirst Australian line Countermeasurcs Squadron

I0iAS CURLE.= REVCRT OF PROCEEDINGS

;

15t Septeuber, 1974 = 30th Scptember, 10974

Sir, :

T have the honour to report the proccedings of imAS CURLE®
under ny coumend for the period 1st September, 1974 to 30th Septeuwber
1974, A1l times are in zome kilo (=10)

2 mAS CURLEW remained alongside at WATERIEN until the 2nd
September, when at 1000 all lines wcre cast off and CTRLSY procecded
from WATERHEN in company with ImAS IBIS. On leaving SYDNEY Harbour
course was set for IIEWCASTLE, both ships steaming on singlc engine
whilst en routec. At 10621 CURLEY entcred NEWCASTLE Harbour and
procceded tec her berth at WEST LEREVEATHER Strect Wharf where she
secured starboard side to.

3. 3rd Septeuber, 1974 CURLEW dast of all lines

CONFIDENTIAL
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and proceeded from “EREVEATHER STREET "harf for the STECLWORK

Channel and the BHP swinging basin to commence the mine warfare survey
of NEWCASTLE Harbour. However, due %0 shipping movements in the
‘channel, CURLEW returned to her berth until traffic in the Harbour

had decreased, At 1101 CURLEW resumed the survey in the STEELWORKS,
the Main, and approach chamnnels T0 WEWCASTLE Harbour. Whilst surveyin”
the harbour, divers entered the water at intervals to classify the
type of seabed being surveyed, At 1648 CURLIV ceased surveying and
1658 secured starboard side %o HMAS IS at MEREVEATHER STREET Whert

4 On the 4th September at 0745 CURLEW cast off from HMAS IBIS i
resunmrd the mine warfare survey of the approach channel ToO NEWCASTLE
Yarbour. Favourable conditions enabled an early completion of the
survey, and CURLEW returned +o MEREWEATHER STREET Wharf where she
secured starboard side to at 1306.

De On Thursday 5th September, CURLEW cast off from MEREWEATIIER
STREET Wharf, and in company with HMAS IS proceeded from NEWCASTLE
Harbour and set course for SYDNEY. Whilst en route, the oppertunity
was taken to carry out Officer of the Watch lanoeuvres. CURLEW entered
SYDNEY Harbour and at 1544 secured port side To HIAS IS at WATERHEN

6. HMAS CURLEW proceeded from WATERHEN at 0803 for No 4 buoy

of f GARDEN ISLAND where the ship secured and conmenced ammunitiolng,
On completion of ammunitioning, CURLEW returned to her bherth at
JATERHEN.The ship remained alongside at WATERHEN until the 1o6th
September, carrying out repairs on a generatolr.

Te A1l lines were cast off at 1626 on the 16th September and
CURLEVW proceeded from SYDNEY Tor JERVIS BAY with members from the
PAN Research Laboratory embarked.. The ship came %0 anchor in JERVIS
BAY at 0050 on the 17th September,and remained at anchor,At 0900
CURLEWand HMAS AWARE commenced a series of pressure trials in JERVIS
BAY. The pressure trials were subject %O the existing swell and were

CONFIDENTIAL
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completed on Thursday the 19th September at 1140, and the ship
went to anchor in the Northern reaches of JERVIS BAY.due to the
prevailing weather conditions., At 2143 CURLEV weighed anchor and
proceeded from JERVIS BAY for SYDNEY. At 0658 gCURLEV secured
starboard side to HMAS SNIPE adtWATERIIE

84 The ship remained alongside at WATERHEN until the 29th
September continuing with self maintenance, Whilst alongside, a

fault was found in the low insulation gland to the roll servo,
which prevented the ship from puting to sea on Thursday the 261,
when all LICHM vessels were ordered to sea after a SMASHEX had be-wn
initiated,

9. A1l lines were cast off at 0908 on Monday the 30th
September, and CURLEW in company with HMA Ships IBIS and SNIFE
proceeded from SYDNEY for HOBART . On clearing SYDNEY HEADS the
three MCM vessels carried out three ship radar calibration to assess
Index Errors. At 1448 CURLEV rendezvoused with HMAS STALVAER and the
four ships in company carried out a2 tracking and firing cxXercise,

On completion of the exercise the threc 1ICM vessels were stationed
for night steaming on STALWART.

STATE OF THE SHIP

Main Engines
Both main cengines have operated satisfactorily throug:out the

period.
Generators

Since repairs were effected, all three generators have operated
satisfactorily.

GONFIDENTIAL
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Dockyard repairs are still cutstanding on both active
rudders, The ship's programmc is such that repairs cannot be effected
until a later dates (My 100145% July 1974 INDEF No 17/73 refers)

Domestic Services

The ship's Company bath heater was landed Ior dockyard
repairs and has since been returned and is operating satisfactorily.
(my 252324Z August 1974 URDEF No 86/73 refers.)

Hull

. Base staff maintenance is still outstanding from the last

Jeriod,

Health, Welfare, and Morale
The heath, welfare, and morale of the shlp have been

satisfactory.

I have the honour to be
oir,
Your obedient Servant

@é‘)ﬁ%’ﬁ%

(1\‘ D McALLIG .t’JiL
Lieutenant, RAN
Commanding Officer,

GONFIDENTIAL
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APPENDIX ONE

Miles steamed throughout the month 502.4
Miles steamed since commissioning 169808, 4
Hours underway during lionth T4
Hours underway sincc Commissioning 18598

CONFIDENTIAL
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MCM and Diving
Tuesday 3rd September

Wednesday 4th September

Navigation
Thursday  5th Septewmber

Friday 6th September
Monday 30th September
Trials

Tuesday to Thursday
17 - 19th September

Gunnery
Monday 30th September

APP]

P e
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Mine Warfare survey and diving in
NEWCASTLE Harbour
iine Warfare survey and diving in
NEWCASTLE Harbour

O0W Manoeuvres carried with HMAS L .
Junio Officer under training anchor--
age in SYDNEY Harbour

Threc ship radar calibration

OOW lManoeuvres with HML Ships STALW.RT
IBIS and SNIFE

Pressure trials carried out in JERVIS
BAY with HILLS AWARE

Anti-aircraft tracking exercise and
close range firings,
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. HMAS CURLEW Report of Proceedings October 1974
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IDIAS CURLEW
1st llovember, 1574

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAIl FLEET

For Information

The Commander
Australian liine Warfare and Patrol Forces
HUAS WATZERIEN

The Commander
First Australian lline Countermeasurcs Squadron

ILIAS IBIS
HBAS CURLEW - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGO
- OCTOBER 1 1st OCTOBER 1974
Sir,

I have the honour to report the proccedings of HIAS CURLEW
under my command for the period 1st October, 1974 to 31st
October, 1974. 411 times are zone K (=10) except paragraph
20 vhere all times are L (=11).

2¢ On the 1st October, 1674, CURLEV was on passage te IOBAIAT

for Exercise COLD CIDER, in company with IDIA ships o Z7.00 (02C)
IBIS.and SIIIFE. All ships had departed oYDIIEY on 3C¢h ieptenber,
1974,

3. During the day, RAS approaches to STALWART, and COVW maneouvres
were carried out,

4o At 1236 on the 2nd October, the squadron commenced underway
replenishment from STAIWART in the order IBIS, SIIIPE and CURLEV...

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1074008



CONFIDENTIAL
-

At 1410 on conpletion of IBIS and SIIPE refuclling, CURLEW took
station on STALWART'S gfarboard beam and comuenccd recelving the
refuclling rig, The evolution was coapleted at 1510 and CURLEW
resumed station astern of STALWART, prior to entry into HOBART,

50 At 1641 HIIAS CURLEW sccured Port side to HUAS STALWART at
PRINICES WHARF, HOBART,

6, On Thursdey 3rd October, CURLEW clipped from STAIWART, having
made use of her bilge eleaning facilities during the forenoon, ,
and berthed outboard of HIAS SIIPE at Mumber Four PRIIICES VILARE,

7 All lines were cast off at 1100 on the 7th October ~nd CURLE7
held off in the River DERWENT to take up station astern of IBIS
and SITIPE. Upon clearing the River DIERWENT, course was set for
FREDERICK HENRY BAY, the operating arca for Exercise COLD CIDER.
The course officer and one student of the 1°CDO(Q) course 1/74
were embarked.

8. During the afternoon, the squadron laid den buoys to marlk the
Exercise Channels in preparation feor the sweeping and hunting
stageses CURLEV laid five danbuoyes in Channel IIARCH and four
short scope buoys off SIIOOTH ISLAITD to mark the exercise
anchorage arcae. CURLEW came to anchor at 1950 off SLCIXIG MAIN BEACH,

9., At 0600 Tuesday October, CURLET weighed and procceded to IIARCH
Channel to fix the poritions of the dan buoys. A%t 0900, having
established the dan line, course was set to rendezvous with IBIS
and SIIPE for the mine sweepingz phase of Exercise COLD CIDER,
Ships took the preliminary formation at 1257 and entered the lap
at 1401, Wire swecping operations werc completed at 1851 and on
recovery of all gear, CURLEY came to anchor in position 230 - 1,8
miles off PRILIOSE POINT, FREDERICK HETRY BAY, where the ship
remained overnight,

CONFIDENTIAL
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10, CURLEY weighed anchor at 0619 on the 2th Omtober, and aiter
obtaining sonar detection and classification ranges for the day,
proceeded to lay two short ecope buoys off LARCH Chamnel for
integrating purposcs when minehunting, The ship coancnced hunting
IIARCH Channel at two miles from point IIE tow.rd the Exercise
anchorage area at 0910, liine hunting operations were couplected
at 1655 and CURLEV came to anchor 097 =.1,9 miles from IRCISIDE
POINT where the ship remaincd overnight,

11, A%t 0900 the following morning, CURLEY weighed and procecded
to recover the two short scope buoys laid the previous day. Oa
completion the OCE made known the positions of minesc laid in
Channel FEBRUARY and at %005, with mine hunting stations closed
up, CURLEW commenced the recovery phase in Channel FEBRUARY.
However, due to the thick muddy bottom efforts to detect the
mines were fruitless and CURLEW was retasked to the liortvhern
section of Channel JANUARY. IMine hunting stations werec closed
up at 1605 and minechunting continued until 2345 at which.tine
three A 112 ground mines had heen located and recovered, CURLLV
procecded to her anchorage off SLOPIING IIAIN BEACH, wherc she cane
$o anchor at 0013 on Friday, 11th Octoberz,

12, CURLEW weighed and proceeded at 0600 on the 11th October
to the Northern sector of JAITUARY Channel where a noored mine
sinker was located and subsequently recovered., Follc.ing this
recovery, CURLEW returmed to the Execrcise Anchorage arec oxf
SMOOTH ISILAND to recover short scope buoys, During this phase,
the opportunity was taken to allow junior Ufficers to wmaneouvre
the ship, Upon completion course was set to close STALVART.

13. At 1148 CURLEVW Secured Starbeard side to HIINAS STALWARY which
was anchored off CRELIORNE BEACIH, and commenced embarking diesel .
fuel and fresh water, The mines and sinkcr were tramsierrcd cduring
the replenishment, which was completed at 1215, CURLEV cast off
all lines at 1232 and procceded out of FREDERICX HEWRY DAY. ¥Whilst
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proceeding to the rendezvous position off IRON POT LICGIT, a
steering gear break down was exercised.

14, At 1500, CURLEW rendezvoused with HIA Ships STALWART, IBIS

and SNIPE and was stationed 1600 yards astern of SITALVART for

entry into HOBART. CURLEW secured Port side to, HINAS SIIPE, at

PRINCES WHARF at 1643 and remained alongside until Lionday the
14th October 1974.

15. CURLEW slipped and proceeded from PRINCES WHARF at 0842 on
Monday 14th October, and was stationed astern of IBIS and SNIPE
for the lead out of HOBART. Upon clearing the RIVER DERVINT,
SNIPE and CURLEW were detached and coursc was set for HELBOURITE
via the west coast of TASIAIIA,

16. CURLEW passed through the entrance into PORT PHILLIP BAY at
0430 on Wednesday 16th October, and came to anchor 218 = 7.8 niles

off PORTSEA POIET, where the ship remained for the rest of the
morning,

17. At 0918 the ship weighed anchor and with hands closed up in

mine hunting stations proceeded to hunt the areas in PORT PHILLIP
BAY (COUAUSFLT letter 5/5/226)+KNo objects were found and at 1745

hands secured from hunting c*ations and CURLEW came to axnchor

3.6 miles south of WERRIBEE JETTY.,

18, At 1400 on 17th October and in company with HIIAS SNIPE
CURLEW weighed anchor and entered the RIVER YARRA and proceeded
to berth at Number 6 Horth Wherf, PORT LIELSOURNE, where the ships
remained until Monday the 21st October,

19, HULS CURLEY slipped from illumber € North Wharf at 0906 and in

company with HMAS SNIPE set course for SYDNIY. Whilst en route
Sships Company were exercised in emergency and action station ﬁrill,

CONFIDENTIAL
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damage control exercises, man overboard drill, machinery breakdown
classified equipment destruction drill, 4 small arms shoot was
carried out as well,

20, CURLEW entered SYDWEY at 0930 and at 1030 on the 23rd October
berthed starboard side to HUAS SUIPE at WATIRHEN, where the ship
renained until the 30th October,

21, At 0902 on Wednesday the 30th October CURLEW slipped and
proceeded from HIAS WATERHEN, in company with IHIAS IBIS and
SNIPE., Upon clearing SYDNEY HEADS, the squadron set course for
BRISBANE, making good a rendezvous with HIAS STALWART at 1730,

STATE OF THE SHIP

Main Fangines
22, Both main engines have operated trouble free throughout

the period.

Geperators *
23, All generators have operated satisfactorily.

Air Condit
24, The zir conditioning unit was run up during the month, and

though it operates satisfactorily, its performance is still
considered to be below standard.

| ] C
25, All planned maintenance was brought up to date during the pericd

Health, Welfare and liorale
26. The general health, welfare and morale of the Ships conpany

remains satisfactory

I have the honour to ge,
oir,
Your obedient Servant

CONFIDENTIAL 42¢. #.

(77eEe }MeALLISTIR)
Lieutenant RAI
COILDIANDING OFFICER
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APPEIDIX 1
Miles steamed throughout the month 2401,7
Miles steamed since commissioning 202210,1
Hours underway during the month 271
Hours underway since comuissioning 18869
CONFTENTIAL
.. 4 R i L bk B e s o
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APPENDIX 2
Navigation
O1st October O0%W llaneouvres and UIiREP Approaches
02nd October Underviay Replenishment
11th October Junior Officers Ship handling, Steering gear
breakdown procedures.
16th October Junior Officer under training Anchorage
218t October llan over boaord procedures
22nd October Exercised loss of gyro steering by magnetic
31st October OOW kaneouvres carried out.
I oW Iline Hunti

07 = 11th October Hunting and Diving to investigate contacts
as necessary for ixercise COLD CIDER

16th October Hunting end Diving to investigate contacts as
necessary during survey of PORT IHILLIP BAY
O8th October Linesweeping as required during the mine

sweeping phase of Zxercise COLD CIDER.

Sunnery

218t October Carried out small arms shoot with Som
service pistol, SLR drill and fiing.

22nd October Carried out small arms shoot with SIR

and automatic SLRE

Other Exercises

02nd October Action, Imergeney and Leaving ship stations

05 and Obth October Ilinor Damage Control Excrcise

0Sth October AcCTion messing

218t October Action and Leaving Ship's Sta ions drill s W
exercised

22nd October Incidents to practice Damage Control and
Boergency drill, Clescsified Equipment Destruction
drill,

CONFIDENTIAL
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ﬁ,‘}’l et |
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05 DEC 197%

The Plag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALTAN FLEET

Toxr informatvions

The Commander
Auvstralian lline Tarfare md Patrol Forces, MIAS WATERITEN

The Commander :
Pirst Australian Mine Countermeasurcs Lgquadron, HMAS 1EIS

MAS CURLEY - REFORT OF PROCEEDIRGS

——-ﬁ.—

15T NOVEMBER, 1974 — 30TH NOVEMBER, 1974

edings of HMAS

r-

| L have td:u.tv&r“u>”£ﬁrvt'ﬂh;L*ﬂca
CURLEW under my command fox the period 1st Nove: ber, 1974 10

¢ 300k November, 1974. Times in paragrapns one TO itifteen are

In Kilo (=10) time; all other timer are in Lima (<14 ) Time s

2 A Ships IBIS, SNIPE and CURLEV sailed Irom SYDNEY

| on the 30th October, 1974, and arrl vﬁd in BRI HAEA_Oﬂ the 13t

i November. CURLEW secured poxt side 1o onLSEILE a2t BAGIE STREET
WHARF, where the ships remwained until sailing for BExercise
WARM WATERS,
3 on Thursday morniung, Tth llovember, Major R. PALIER
of 7th Support Group Ruya” Australian Enr1nEETﬁ embarked

= CURLEW for the duration of the exercise. At 0814 CURLEY cast

off all lines =nd held off in the PRISBANE RIVER whilst IBIS

T
==

and SNIP ﬂot underway. The sguadron proceeudsd from BERISPANE
for phase One of Exercise WARWA WATERS, carrying oul a three
ship radar EallbrﬂTLUﬂ whilst en route, ond then maxing good

B, EEﬂﬂLhVOHﬂ with HIAS STALWART and PARRAMATTA at 1630 that

aiternoon.
4., CURIEW with IBIS end SHITE, took ztaiion on
i ""l-"- . Ty e ol P T i o B 4q = =
PJRl WMATTL at 0737 on the 8th November, to carry 0Out & form-
+ion anchorage. CURLEW anc larf‘ at U84 three miles EaSt

mf the Lagoon entrance in HERVEY BAY.

L

B Operations within ! IRRVEY BLY during FPhase One of the

Exercise continued until 2225 on the 114h Novenber, waen CURLEW
proceeded TO CLADSTONE with HILS SNIFE, BAYONET, anc ﬂﬁEﬁIL:

The Patrol Craft had dlfficu¢+ procecding &t the slow Speed

of zdvance, and were subssguently detached, to Trendezvous |

| the following morning.

RESTRICTED
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0 4 rendezvous was affected at 0850, 12th Dovember and
the ships entered FORT CURTIS. AT 10603 uuzuL' ahca*“’ Fort
side to on SNIPE at iumJer i#d Gralﬂ and Meat VWharti, CGLADSTONE.
Two sea eczgets from the LBOCKEHAMPTC emﬂtlng,gt were embarked

!

for sca experience on tne 1_*,1:.-.;. _DI’ 5 remeinder ol tie
Exercise.

T T

.!..-JLI}SI":'IHJ Arl ulJ. Tl.lq.l‘;. w.t.t"-.'l‘f 1‘*'-.th

1o CURLEW remained &t

Ngvemberg when the ship proceeded from PORT CURT S fbr Thases
Pfwo and Three of the Exercise. Upon TECC ghing the bxercise
arca, an anchorace in the lee of FLAT ISLulD was investigated,
put the depth of the waver iﬂﬁ cﬁtrame. The ship hLuuLLLntly
arichored in seven fathoms of water off CLIFF FOINT at 1636,
and preparations were made Ifor Fhase ¢wn.

f"l'_fl

g, On Friday ths 15th Uovember, CURLEW weighed anchor
at 0530, and proceeded vo CREAT {EF:EL ISLAND. Durd
| pessage, the wind and the swell, predominanitly ir
Bast, rose &nd caused uvncomforiable conditions.
”*uﬂwfeﬁ in a positiecn 280 North CRE.T EEFIEL ISTAND 1.0 mile,
Shortly thercafter, CURLEW wag directed by the CGIC To prcesed
to a Puﬂﬂﬁlﬂﬂuﬂ f0u¢tlaﬂ waich had been incervectly ”?;;-ed in
the ORANCGE Operation Orde¥ Dy oine degree of Lengitude.
; A & yYesult ¢f tThc heavy swell,
gz could be made, and Lﬂ; passage ves
mp Dalhg foxcas uEf“ltUrial waters. At
intercepbed by PARRAMAITA. UOn cafnpleti.'
OJD_EH was ordered to seek shelfer in the

\O

PR e |

B2,

[’F’
o 1

s 131 cuptlmn
DIJWﬂLGUREE
lent protection

PERCY) ISLAND,
aut tlie night.,
ienced during

u
ISLAND, However, vhig island pruviﬁﬁﬂ in
wnd an anchorage was found il the leg ol
at 2330. The ship remained al anchor ThD
Material damage and lose of Stores Wag €XDE

the passage.

$4
]
’I-’*'*’h}’-

=,
I-'r-l
[P
,.--—-..,,. €D
t“

o Gr
i-g {7 r.’,' = (D Fh = T
R |
L‘_l

ol ol

10, At 1030, 1otk iiovember, CURLEW “Hjﬁﬂwmj anchaor-and
proceeded to rendezvous with STATVUET which had anchored off
OTUERLUURJE ISL/ND. At 1240 CURLEW came to cnghor 154
OTTERBOURNE (west) ISIAND 4.6 cables. The anchorage was not
Shflterei nor was the uw;ta of water su g 10 anpchoring
an MCiL ““67 AT 1320 the cable e, ag, 2nd 3 second

anchor was veered under foot,

| 11 Weather peruiitted CURLEW to resume hex r;lu in Fhase

Two the fmlLDWLHE day, when at 112“ CURIEYW weighed snchoY ©O
proceed .Lﬁ andezvous with the participating fisnir
TLLAVARRA RANCE at 1220 off MARBLE ISLAND. After CTLLEW had
snchored, an infiltration plan for that night Wwas vl
co-ordinated with the fishing vessel.

12 Infiltration into the opposing Ifocrces TETIluDTi”S
was restricted to night Time operaitions curing i Fhase TIwo, and
OURLEW remained outside the territorial Iimits auring the day.
At 0945, 19th liovember, CUF“-H'fhgiech:q;u with STALWART

==

which was anchored off CONICAL ROCK and scecured “kar gard side
| to. Puel, water, and fresh victuals werg cmbariedu.

; RESTECARD, 5/

H

(D 10

5:3
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Replenishment was completed at 1127 and CURLEYW then resumed
ner infiltration rﬁlc.

- = at 0937 on the 20th November, you S
with your Flag Lieutenant cmbarked by helicopt
CURLEW infiltrating the oprosing farcuu 7 3 prig A
during which an attack was cerried out agains 1
PATRAMATTA and AVWARE.:. On completion of the ax%&ck, UHJLZW
proceeded toc the rendezvous pesition where yvoursell =snd Flag
Lisutenant ‘disembarked by P{Tﬂccf 8- -ak 1339

14 Bxercisec WARM TATERS was coneluded ot 2310, 20th
Hcvembﬁr,snd course was =e% to rendezvous wikth SCTALVLRT 1In
position 2.2 miles oif CONICAL ROCK.

o
LS

'L'_Z}
—++

15 At f19'1h, 215t 3 "-.."D"ﬂEii RIBW znchored 32C
e CONICAL RICK 2.5 miles tu awalt T:glah*h“meur o1 ”“nLJAH’.
| At 0943 CURLEN Wﬂlﬂﬂmd and closed STALWART o secure suarboard

| eside to at 09%51. At 1041 on completicy of xe EltdiEEKCPt
| CURLEW slipped Trom SUALVART and returned vo her os cned

-"|
|

anchorage To awalidv L“e red ¢e$+_ng of IBIS snd oNiIPE ﬂLu the
| promise of calmer waters during the passage o SYLITY. liajor
| R. FAINMER was trans E'f:uﬁ to PARRAMATTA for return passage 1o
| BRISBANE

15, At 1541 CURLEW weighcd anchor and in company with
IBIS and SWIPE set course for SYDNEY. Unfortimately, heavy
seas were encounvered throushout the psssare, due to an
intense depressicn which was positioned 150 miles to the east
and moving in the sauc direciion end specd ag the sguadron.

17 . The posgage was otherwise uneventiul and ©he Ship
finally secured starbeard side to on SNIFD at VATERHEFI, ef 1003
orn the 24%th November, 1574. The sca caless Were a;ﬂcmbmrkfd
and returned tc RO Gh*h“FT“” on Tuecsday 20th Novenbsr.

18. On Thursday 23th November, CURLEV glipued Irom
.S WATEREEYN znd proceeded for No 4 Buoy at the ilan Of Vax
anclhiorage to deammunition.

19. Deammunitioning commenced at 1000 with 10/50,
liine Disposal ‘eapens, @iving pyrotechnics and small arms

ammunition being discmbarked in thav ovder,

c leted &t 1225, and at 1314
CIRLEW slipred Trem number four buoy to return starboerd side
tc on SNIPE at 1344, where the ship Y€

of ‘the month.

20 s Teammunitioning was comp
e 8
i

nained for the remainder

STATE OF TdE DHI

Main Engines

e el

| 21 Both main Eﬂgii&ﬂ sza cuerated reasonably well
| during this period. nHoue -~ defects occcured but these wele
within the capabilities of 's Lechnical staffl,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1074008



22 Generators performed satisfactorily, axd the winor
defects that did oceour were rectified by the ship's stalf.
Aair Conditioning

23 The air conditbtioning wes run this *na th- and proved

to be below standard. Considerable time was spent rcrairing
and replascing parts. IThe aystem now appsars Lh be operating
sgtigfactorily.

Eull

2 The hnll snd s2hinte sidec continucs To deteriorst
’ s
through lack of maintenance, and the period mf time lapscd

gince & major reiit.

health, welfere and morale of Tthe ship hawve

I have the hounour to be,

wl

= =
=9

ol
ot

- T, Y B =
Your Obedient vervant,

«@@mi?

WeB. McALLISTER)
==

lluuduua U.g0 DALy
Conmsending Oificer

r._ﬂ-—ﬂ'_rl
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| < E Th CTED
| k Appendix 1
Miles steamed throughoui the month 2318 .4
HMiles steancd singe commigsioning 2050255
Hours underway curing month 3506 hours 18 minutes

Hours underway since compiigsicning G225
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Appendix 2

| Exercises and Evclutions
Thursday 7Tth lovember 3 ship radar calibratioen

| = cu— i 8oy B v _ e s
naturday Sih November Soardex
QO Manoceuvres
. p""lll-'
.1__l|':

Monday  11th Novexober 00W nleriecuvres.

Funnerv

5 == ) == T S Py 5 A 1 A o
oaturday 9th “ovembex LRTX / LLFE

Monday  11th November ABRTX /LATT

7T AP - o [ R g 1) R T . e :

wednesualy 20th Dovenmber R A e R 2 x:.’h,"l',i.",;._(*'jizlﬁ'l‘l't,-
ST B i e b e W
v 1 LI.’. o UE..l‘-_ ‘u.: bhﬂ s »
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CLOSE FILE NUMBER, A
(R055 REFERENCE THIS FILE WITH FILE/S
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
— (NAVY OFFICE) :

Report of Proceedings DECEMBER 19774

Th X (o-clack,

LE: u28/3/b3S

| NOTES: A, This copy is circulated so that Board Members may see
- these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

B. The report will be given again to Board Members wi?h
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those commentse

C., Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.

De If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be ralsed,

a suitable note being made aboves
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ROYAL-‘AUSTRALIAN NAVY @
Telephone: ' , |
359.9111 Extension 3532 H.M.A. FLEET HEADQUARTERS,
GARDEN ISLAND, N.S. W, 2000
AF. 1/16/ 24 e ) FEB

The Secretary
Department of Defence. (Navy Office)

HMAS CURLEW - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - DECEMBER 197k

Forwarded.

b

* (3. D. GOBLE)
( Commodore
for Commander Australian Fleet

Ljﬁo Enclosure:
/

HMAS CURLEW Report dated 4th January, 1975

o )

LI
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RESTRIGTED

A S OUK EW
A . i o | :
ri t ':jo..-;.- ) .“””' .1-}3.1Li-’}.]m

4th January, 1975

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET |

For Information
The Commander

Australian Mine Warfare and Patrol TForces
HMAS WATERHEN

The Commander
First Australian !Mine Countermeasures Squadron

HMAS IBIS,
HMAS CURLEW - REFORT OF PROCESDIHNGS
1st Decomber, 1974 = 31st December, 1978 f

oir,

I have the honour to report the proceedings of &
HMAS CURLEW under my command for the period 18t December, 1974 ¢
to 518t December, 19T74. All times are in zone Lima (=11)
2e At the beginning of the month, CURLEVW was alongside the
mine sweeping wharf at HMAS WATERHEN, preparing for the forth
coming intermediate docking period,
Te All lines werc cast off at 0915 on the 2nd December,
and CURLEW proccedcd from WATERHEN fox COCKATOO ISLAND, securing
portside to the CRUISER Wharf «t COCKLTO0 ISLAND at 0940.The
Ship remaincd at the CRUISER VWharf continuing with ship's
husbandry until entering the SUTHERLAND DRY DOCK at 1115 on -
Tuesday 17th December, The ship remained in dry dock for the . .
remainder of the nonth. -~
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VIATE CF THE SHIP

R o B e T T
Lt L SN P e

Hon &y
;[:j-%-'!:l" _-:1"" L[le l.i

4, o1 st IS I NEa oNeTE H e AT
501 et CAaFines uIL;.LE'L-L{ tlﬂL.blEﬂ 1ree¢ Prior 'tﬂ

entering dry dock

Generators
A 3 A - :
% e L11 generators have operated satistactorily
et o e -]
Alr Conditioning
6 G ! ¥ 0 "‘-I .| 1 ¥ e : 1 1
. onsiderabls ship's staff work has kkept the air

Activated ruddeis
—‘_—_ﬂ-—hﬂ“—“____i
7 D

. Dockyard repairs to the nort active rudder is still |

outstandir lue to lack of onre ey
tanding, due to lack of epare parts Ffrom the UK,

Hull
8. DI"I-'" :LS "Dr[:\., r 3 ) :

€ssing on all hull éderects during the
present intermediate docking,

Shig's Dompamz

9 Christmas leave period commenced on the 9th
December, 1975,

Health Welfare, and Morale

10, The general health, welfare, and morale of the Ship's
] - i -
Company remainS satisfactory,

I have the honour to he
OLL
Your obedient servant

iof & . #pp '’ i"‘".\f:: ..-.-...—-*""- o

( W.B,VeALLISH TER)
Lieutenandi FAN
e

MANDING OFFT Zr

("'"ﬁ
==
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