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IMAS CURLEW
at SYDNEY

The Flag Officer Commanding l’FFB te 9
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET T ook

For Information:

The Commander

Australian Mine Warfare and
Patrol ..oat Forces

HMAS WATERHEN

The Commander
First Australian Mine Countermeasures

oquadron
HMAS IS
MAS CURLEW - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
13T JANU/RY, 1976 - 315T J.NU/RY, 1976
vir,
Vs I have the honour to report the proceedings of

E

HM/S CURLEW under my ccmmand for the period i1st - 51 s
January, 1976. Times are zone Lima (=11).

i

24 On the 1st January 1976 CURLEW was alongside the
south East cruiser wharf and remained there during the perioc
reported.

i CURLEW's refit is progressing well and the conple-
tion date of 15th April remains unchanged. The ship contiaues
to enjoy excellent dockyard/ship relations and ne major refit
problems hawve arisen.

4. During the month, CURLEW took the onportunity to
finalise outstanding leave prior to commencing pre work-up
| training in February/March.

e LEUT SDEX MCD P.G. HERMANS, RAN joined frcm 5D
Course and sea training with the Royal Navy.

6. The general Health, welfare and morale of the shkip's
company are good.

I have the honour to be,

S 1

“OFF *'~HT?T“3‘ Your Obedient Jerwvant
-9 FE@?B

(E.W. LIEYON BEM)

T Ladi®s .r'r
USTRALIAN TV ¢ LIPUTEL/NT s RON
R COUMMLNDING OFFICTR

rm —
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Miles

Miles

Hours

Hours

LPPENDIX ONE

steamed during the month

steamed since commigsioning

underway during the month

underway since commissioning

NIL
214909.5
NIL

12256 hrs.

55 mins.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIGT1074010



AR5
(1975)

DETAILS OF INFORMATION
ANALYSIS

*NOTE: Please print all entries clearly.

REGISTRATION

Department of Defence

-

File Number

NEDPRE £ / 374

Security Classification

iy 4

rite e TALNAS

o — T T .

- Fw . - - -

B ————————————L RS RN M S e B

Mark to .
(Name ur Designation)

Cancel File NO o e e

Close File No ....._...

e - —— L

Cross reference this file with:

CAYRALE D

e o Bl o 2o g o o R a e o o e g Lo B S e Ly R

PROCEEDIINDC. S —

Lo b a2 2 o 8 1 o D B o - s oo S 1o b o o R R s s o o L E o 2 L
Bﬁb - — - — - . M—' = e e S eSS S e

il il e eSS RS B

Rc(PORT (-

= 7 TETETON (VR L

e R S O O o

A

T e . Tt B S

(Location)

Rt et acdesdtateltss a

- o .

--- and inform Movements Section.

& o

T W e - e A SRR S EE S S e SRR e e RS e SRS FEEES S SRS S SESEE RS RS SR LIS SRS SE ST Rl AR S SR S SEAT S SR ETE RS SEE R RS S -
- - - & R e e - e R S S RS S R ST ETET TR ETET EEET RS AT S s d e s s e -
SUBJECT INDEX
T
" 8 "
Posting Precis Initials
e S e e RS S G e o e - L d - - - - - - - - - - - - EmErEm TR ETT RS R RS RS e e A S AEAE ETEEETEEEE @R e e s ars S s S aE R e e
- - - L e e eSS F IR RS - - - - LR R R R R R b R R R R R R L e it s
---------------------------------------------------- amdesEtraetesiatisdiasesEstes - - Lk ] == L - - - - - - - e e el - G O =am
------------------- - w - - Lo a2 oot B A R - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - AAEEEDL LS SELET EEETET BFEEE S AT EEEE EES T DR R DT ER R .
e T T LE L L L T T e -— mmEm - e kL b T T T e L T T T R e e L L Il e Rl b b - P -
ER L s - - o . - - - L -- - - - EEETEEST RS TER S TS TS RS TRt E et sttt s sl st sl st iRl rE st eE el A e AR AR S - - - - e - A AR S S S -
I EEE LR - - s - EL l ---i--J ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ - - - - -
h |

NAME INDEX

Heading

Precis Initials

S ——————— R L L L L R L R e L L]

oS, cuReLeswsy ]

e L L L L L L L L L T T e e T

B L L L L L E L Lt o e ]

0 A A - A 0 Y O A O 50 05 I A e { A 'I.. e

L R I I T S R AEESEsEEEsEEEPE S SEET IR I T AR AT EEE S eSS SFSE RS ESFIE SRR SR ST A ..

LOGGING

Originator

Date Initials

19,2

Originator’'s Reference

B viig

:Lar

2,16

e et e

Information Classifier

\

LR o Lo o n o b o e

ET T T FeT O L L L L E L T T IS ———

(Signature)

16 2 6

- —----- tmEe e s sEEs] seEsEsssssEmEEE

{Date

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIGT1074010



FILE: 428/3//42%Z

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE

(NAVY OFFICE) FerRuARY 1970

i) PEPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

amas C
ASEP<N ﬁ sof3
PRO’ LuRLEN _Apnoimed in __,,urf'{ lin /‘{.!ré..\_.j ﬂ«.q,.‘_?l_._.h.; . e

NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Board Members may see
these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

B. The report will be given again to Board Members with
NDirector's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments.

C. Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.

D. If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above.

A\
P

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1074010




ROYAL AUSTRALIAM NAVY

RESTRIGTED

Telephone:

359.011y Extension 3175 H.M.A. FLEET MEADQUARTERS,
. GARDEHN ISLAND. M.S.W. 2000

e 1/16/24
2 3 MAR 1978

Department of Defence (Navy Office)

HMAS CURLEW - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS -~ FEBRUARY 1976

Forwarded,
/s
%—- 1..:"-*/\5.-4-14"1'1'4';__
(R.C. SWAN) ¢
Commodore
for Commander Australian Fleet
Enclosuresj

HMAS CURLEW Report of Proceedings 1/16/1 dated 4th March 1976

RESTRICTED

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1074010



RESTRICTED

1/16/1 HMAS CURLEV
at SYDNEY

_ | S Mk 1076
The Flag Officer Commanding,
HIM AUSTRALI:AN FLEET

For Information:
The Commander,

Australian Mine ivarfare and Patrol Forces,
HIMAS WATERHEN

The Commandcr, .
15t Australion liine Counterneasures Sguadron

HMAS CURLE.] —= REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

A8t P LU g T

SF i 4

Te I have the honour to report the nroceedings of HIMAS
CURLE/ under my Command for the period 1st - 29th February 1976,

2 Fron 1st February until 10th February, CURLEV lay
alongside the SE Cruiser wherf., At 0856 on 10th she was roved
to the northern end of the Fitting Out wharf.

3e A refit progress meeting was held onboord on 9th

February. At this meeting it was generally agreed by the Ship's,

Base and Dockyard Staffs, that the rofit .as progressing well.

Two itens remain critical path problems, &as reported by GNGID's

0906352 Feb T76; these are - planned maintenance and modification

to the 193 sonar and planned naintenance to the one nan reccompre=
| ssion chamber.

4o During the month pre work up trainins cormenced, de-
tails of which are showm in Appendix 2.
D e The general health, welfare and moralc of the ship's
company arc good.
T I have the honour to be

VB & HE oiT

2 O . N ]

' o LK Your obedient Servant,

tbh

r

Fria

T
Tt.-—"“}.'.i ]

- " i -
i' I‘L‘. ot

LR - % -

.‘\ ‘:" =
- o -

.7, LINTON)

LIZUTENAIT, RAN
RESTRICTED  comunomo orerom
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APPTNDIX ONE

Miles steamed during the month NIL

Miles steamed since commissioning 214909,.5

Hours underway during the month NIT,

Hours underway since commissioning 12256 hrs 35 mins

AFPTNDIX TVO

PRE~./ORK UP TRAINING

Monday 9th - ednesday 12th Iebruary Diving

o -~ e day 18th Tebruary Danage Canﬁral &
Tuecsday 17th dnesday Firo Piohbing

Jednesday 25th - Thursday 26th February Demolitions
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RESTRICTED

)
at SYDNEY

The Flag Officer Commanding . 1376
HM RUSTR.&LIIIJ&H FLEET ‘ : 0 2 APR TR
For Information: : S
The Commander, : 4 +8°
Australian Mine Warfare and Patrol Forces, §
HMAS WATERHEN -4
The Commander, -
First Australian Mine Countermeasureg Squadron

HMAS CURLEW - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

18t MARCH 1976 ~ 318t MARCH 1976

21ir,
1e T have the honour to report the pfﬁceedinga of HMAS

CURLEV under my command for the period 1st = 31st March 1976,

2 CURLEY has remained alongside the northern end of
the ITitting Out Wharf during this period continuing her
1975 - 76 refit programme, |

De A refit progress meeting held on board on the 15th
March concluded satisfactorily with no further foreseeable
problems, Subsequently, however , difficulties have been
experienced with the port activated rudder which is the subject
| of COMAUSMINPABFOR message DAY 240130Z Mar 76, It is not :
envisaged that this new defect will affect the completion date,

4 o On the 23%rd March a meeting attended by RANTAU Staff,
Dockyard personnel, WATERH:'N Base Staff and CURLE'T Officers,
was held at HMAS WATERHEN, The purpose of this meeting was
twofold:

a, To brief all perSGnﬂel connected with the
refit on the current situation as regards

o .

RESTRICTED
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RESTRICTED

4a,(cont) completion dates, work already commpleted and
work yet to be completed with particular
regard to areas of respongibility.

and b. To formulate a trials programme to be promul-
gated and run by RANTAU that would be accept~—

able to all,

2e It was generally agreed that a refit completion date
of 30th April was a realistic estimate and this has since been
promulgated vide GlMGID message DUT/DKF/DVT 260655Z2 Mar T6, THiB
date was selected in the light of the current industrial dispute
involving P's and D's and it's affect on nearly all major refit
jobs currently in DProgress, particularly the modification to

the 193 sonar., Subject to the industrial situation, post-refit
trials will commence on the 10th May 1976,

6. Pre-workup training has continued during the month
and all requirements will be fulfilled by the 10th April 1976

(See Appendix 2)

Ta Ship's company involvement in sport and more recently
in sponsoring a Miss Australia Ouest entrant who is the
daughter of one of CURLEW's TLeading Hands, has maintained. the
‘Hunter' team spirit which will be appreciated even more when
the ship becomes operational, The general health, welfare

and morale of the ship's company are good.

T have the honour to be,
oir,

Your obedient Servant

(E.W, LINTON)
| | | | LIBUTENANT, RAN
COMMANDING OFFICER
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Miles steamed during the month

Miles steamed since commissioning

Hours underway during the month

Hours underway since commissioning

PRE-WORK UP TRAINING

R S R B G —— e e S S S

Tuesday 9th -~ VYednesday 10th March

Tuesday 9th .-~ Friday 19th March

Friday 12th March

Thursday 11th March

lMonday 15th - Vednezday 24th March

Tuesday 16th March

Thursday 25th — TPriday 26th March

RESTRIGTED

APPENDIX ONE

NIL

214909,.5

NIL

12256hrs 35mins

APPENDIX T 0

Damage control and
firefighting

40/60 maintenance
First—aid
Recognition

MCMV Gunnery and
explosives

sSonar

otandard Naval Rifle
Course -

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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This copy is circulated so that Board Members may see
these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

The report will be given again to Board Hembers‘wiph
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments.

Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.

If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above.
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TO _30TH APRIL 1976

Forwarded.

Commodore
for Commander Australian Fleet

Enclosure:

HMAS CURLEW Report 1/16/1 undated
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1/16/1 HMAS CURLE!
at SYDNEY

The Flag Officer Commanding,
HIl AUSTRALIAN FLEET

for Informations

The Commander,
Auvstralian lNine Warfare
and Patrol Forces

HMA S WAT ERHEN

I'he Commander,
Mirst Australian Mine Countermeasures Squadron,
HMAS IBIS

HIiAS CURLEW -~ REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
Tst APRIL 1976 = 30th APRIL 1976

oir,

i I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMADS
CURLHNI under my command for the period l1st April -~ 30th April
1976.

2o CURLEY has been berthed at the Northern end of the

Fitting Out Wharf during the period reported, continuing her
refit programme,

i A refit progress meeting held onboard, 5th April, showed
tbat the refit is progressing uutlbfactﬂrlly w1th1n the restricm
tions imposed by the P and D dispute. Items affected by the
dispute include the Minesweeping 'inch, Fort Lctivated Rudder,
40/60 Mounting, Plotting Table, Anchors and Cables and Engine
Room lagging. It was generally agreed at the time that a real-
1qtlc completion date would be 21 daya after the return to work

P and D's, This was confirmed by GMID's message 28063172 APR
76, giving a completion date of 25th May, followinb the return
to work on 30th April,

4, Twelve members of CURLEW's Ship's company played for
the AUSMINRON team in the Mons Cup Rugby competition. DBelng
unuerdogs the team shook the Navy Lugby world by defeating HILAS
PENGUIN in the first round and worrying HMAS ALBATROSS in what
was said to be the hardest game seen by many in a long ftime.

'I--"I/E
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D CURLEW's sponsorship of Miss Wendy Scope in the

Miss Australia Quest is causing some excitement in many circles.
Llready the forth-coming Underwater “alkathon has produced
promises of sponsorship by two business houses. The News Media
is beginning to give coverage through Navy Public Relations.

L good example is the front page photograph in the oydney
Morning Herald of 30th LApril.

€. The Fealth, Welfare and Morale of the Ship's Company
is very high, despite the set backs in the refit. One

contributing factor is CURLEW's involvement in abovementioned
Quest.

I have the honour to be
Sir,

Your Cbhbedient Servant

(E.W. LINTON)

LIBEUTEN/NT, RAN
COMM/NDING OFFICE

Annex A: Steaming Annex,
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liiles

Miles

Hours

Hours

annex 4 to HMAS CURLIV
Report of Proceedings

dated

STEAMING FIGURES

steamec during the month,

steamed since commissioning.

underway during the month

underway since commissioning

NIT,

214909.5

NIL

12256 hrs
35 mins,
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AF, 1/16/24

Department of Defence (Navy Office)

Forwarded.,

HMAS CURLEW = RXPORT 0% PROCHEEDINGS = MAY 1

AECTRIGTED

ROYAL .ﬁUSTHALIAN NAVY

H.M.A. FLEET HEADQUARY ERS,
GARDE ISLAND, N.8.W. 2000

. 1 JUL 1976

i
ﬁ . "_.....-l'-

-4"’"/
(R. C. SWAN)
Commodore
for Commander Australian Fleet

{:}“Enclosura: HMAS CURLEW Report 1/16/1 dated 3rd June 1976
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1/16/1

HMAS CURLEW
at SYDNEY

- 3 JUN 1376

The Flag Officer Commanding
HII AUSTRALIAN PLEBET

For Informations

The Commander,
australian Mine arfare
and Patrol Boat Forces
HM/.S JATERIEN

The Commander,
Mirst Australian Iline Countermeasures squadron
HELS IBIS

HIAS CURLIL. = REPORT O PROCEIDINGS
.:..EP:'LY 2 " J'IAY 9 97

oLY,

I have the honour to report the proceedings of
HMasS CURLu) under my command for the period 1st liay, = 31st
May, 19876,

2o From the 1st to the 28th May, CURLE/ was berthed at
the Northern end of the Fitting Out harf., At 1330 on the 28th
[lay, she was cold mo¥Wed to the cruiser wharf outboard of HIAS
KIIBLA and remained there for the rest of the period renorted,.

, I Industrial disputes have continuecd to delay the
refit and the 28th June, has been forecast, vide General
Ilanager, Garden Island Dockyard's DUT/DKF 2801127 May, 76, as
the refit completion date,

4, On the 24th May, ILEUT SLEX P.P. KRUTSKY, RAN joined
CURLLW and on the 26th May, he assumcd the duties of Ixecutive
Officer. Ile relieves LEUT SLIX R. C4SON, RAN who left on the
31st llay, to take up his new appointment as ADC to the
Governor General,

R
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Se Cn the 17th and 20th of the month, all Ship's
Officers, the Charge DRA and Chief Boatswain's Mate took the
opportunity to observe an MCMV running and ere cmbarked in

155 IBIS for navigation, gurncry and minesweeping evolutions
gaining valuablc practical coxperience.

6 CUilZ.'s sponsorship of Iliss .endy Scope in the
Ifiss Australia Quest continucs successfully with the amount
raised for the N.S./ . Spastic Centre now excceding $2,000.
Cne notable event in thec month was the Underwater . alkathon
walch was most successful for the Quest and the ohip's
morale, A submission has been made to the Guinness Book of
ltecords for inclusion of the result as a first.

T The health, welfare and morale of the Ship's
Company are good,

I have the honour to be,
D11,

Your Obedient Servant

(E..i. LINTON)
LIZUTENANT, R/
COLMANDING OFFICER

AN

ANNEX 'A' = Steaming Anncx,.
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ANNEX 'A' TO

i o
bl iy

HLPOH I' PROCEZEDINGS

L il W il

STEAMING I'IGURES

files Steamed During The Month - - Nil

liles Steamed Since Commissioning - 214909,5

Hours underway during the month - Nil

Hours underway since commissioning - 12256 drg 35 ITin-
S
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these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

B. The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
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Directors and Heads of Branches.
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QE,,\ ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

Velephonae
‘ 359 9111 Extension 3175

I H.M.A. FLEET HEADQUARTERS,
~ GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000

A¥ 1/16/24
16 JUL 1978

Department of Defence (Navy Office)

HMAS CURLEW - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - JUNE 1976

Forwarded.,

.
(H;"GTEVIN)

Commodore
for Commander Australian Fleet

%Enclnsure: HMAS CURLEW Report of Proceedings 1/16/1 dated 1 Jul 1976
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1/16/1 RESTRW ‘ tu HMAS CURLEW
Res at Garden Island

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET 1 dJul 1976

For Information:

N, . B ek e o o

The Commander G
Australian Minewarfare and Patrol Forces

The Commender %
First Australian Mine Countermeasures Squadron N

HMAS CURLEW - REPORT OF PROCELDINGS
1 1976 T 1

A ol e e . S T -

2ir,

I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMAS CURLEV
under my command for the period 1 Jun - 30 Jun 1976.

2 CURLEY has had various berths throughout the period: from
the 1st Jun to 1430 on the 3rd alongside HMAS KIMBLLA 2t the
Cruiser Wharf; from 1500 3rd until 100 on the 10th a* *1e 0il
Wharf; from 1130 the 10th until 0800 en the 15th alongside

HMAS PARRAMATTA at the PFPitting Out Wharfy; from 0830 on the 15th
until 1000 on the 16th alongside HMAS PERTH at the Cruiser
Wharfs; from 1050 on the 16th until 1115 on the 28th at the 0il
Wharf and finally, from 1200 the 28th until the end of the
period reported on, at the East Return all of Captain Cook
Dock. All moves between berths were cold.

s The majority of work taken on for the refit is now com-
pleted with testing and Harbour Acceptance Trials progressing
satisfactorily, It is considered that, barring any further
industrial problems, the completion date of July 16 will be met
comfortably.

4 . At the request of the OIC AUSCDT ONE, Curlew's Diving
Officer and two Clearance Divers were detached to Jervis Bay
on June 23rd to assist TSAWRE in Barra Motion Trials. These
were completed on June 24th with considerable success, largely
due to the Divers' efforts.

D It has been most pleasing to note that the relationship
between Dockyard Workers and the Ship's Company has remained
very good during a period of industrial turbulence. The efforts
of LCDR R Winter RAN, the Project Planner and Mr Frank Miller
the Project Supervisor have been largely responsible for
CURLEW receiving an excellent refit,

e waf R
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G CURLEV's involvement with the Miss fustralia SOuest con-
tinues favourably with the Ship's Company looking forward to
2. proposed Harbour Cruise for all NSW Finalists,

T The health, welfare and morale of the Ship's Company
remain very high and all look forward to an early return to

S€a.,

I have the honour to bHe
5 o o
Your obedient Servans

mﬁﬁ

LINTON )
Llcutcnant RAN
Commanding Officer

ANNDX 'A' : Steaming Annex,

ILQCTDIPTETr
laFEﬁ? EEEE
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" ANNEX 'A' TO
T AMAS CURLLEW's
REPORT OF _PEGCEETJ_I NES
DATHD 1 JUL 1_@?6

RESTHICTED

STEAMING FIGURES

Miles steamed during the month Nil

Miles steamed since commissioning 214909,5
Hours underway during the month Nil

Hours underway since commissioning 12256 hrs 5t
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at SYDNEY

=4 AUG 1975

The Flag Officer Commanding
HIT AUSTRALTAN FLEET

For Information:

\ The Commander

' sustralian Mine Warfare
and Patrol Boat Forces
HITAS WATERHEN

The Commander_
First Australian Mine Countermeasures Squadron

HITAS IBIS

Hil.S CURLEW
REPORT 0L PROCIZEDINGS

1ST JULY, 1976 = 37157 JULY, 1976

Ll
1 I have the honour to report the proceedings of HIM.LS
CURLEYW under my command for the period 1st July, 1976 to 31st

2 LT the beginning of the month CURLEW was alongside
the DLast Retaining Tall at Garden Island with the end of a
prolonged refit in sight,

3e On the 19th July, CURLEW shifted berth to West Dock
Wall and at 0956 on 20th July, proceeded to HMAS 'V.TERHEN under
her own power, berthing at No. 1. berth on the minesweeper
wharft.

;tJ Lt 0907 on Thursday 22nd July, CURLEJ cast off from

he minesweeper wharf, HiL.S W.TERHEN, and proceeded to No. 2.

buoy, to commence ammunitioning. This evolution was completed
at 1400 and at 1630 CURLEW slipped from the buoy and proceeded
to sea to commence her programmed shakedovwn.

s Personnel from Garden Island Dockyard and R.NTAU were
embarked at '/atson's Bay on the morning of the 23rd July, 1976.
They remaincd onboard during a day of Sea Lcceptance Trials.
CURLEW returned to Tatson's Bay, anchoring at 1515 to disembark
trials personnel and to await delivery of diving cquipment

from HM.LS V..TERHEN,

—

(" 94081970
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6. On receipt of the equipment, at 1710, CURLEY weighed
and proceeded to the Jervis Bay arca to carry out sweep cal-
ibrations. L major NBCDX was successfully carried out en route,
This exercisec lasted for one hour and involved all members of
the ship's company in fire and flood drills.

1 Swvepigg%ibratiﬂn commenced at 0800 on 24th July, and
at 1400 attemptsﬂalscﬂntinuad‘ CURLEY then proceeded into
Jervis Bay anchoring at 1436 in E1 anchoragc to prepare for
minchunting equipment trials,

Ca lr. J. LOVEGREEN from Garden Island Dockyard tfeapons
Section was embarked at the anchorage to carry out trials on

the 193 sonar. He remaincd onboard until Tuesday 27th July,
observing whilst minehunting operations were in progress and
making adjustments as required. On completion of Sea ncceptance
Irials the 193 sonar was operating satisfactorily.

9. CURLEW weighed anchor at 0800 on Sunday 25th July,
remaining in Jervis Bay for minchunting operations. On complect-
ion, a course was set for I1 anchorage at Jervis Bay where the
ship anchored at 1700 and remained overnight. londay 26th was
similarly cmployed. CURL .YV again anchored in E1 anchorage on
completion,

10,4 The forenoon of Tuesday 27th July, was devoted to
ingine Room Imecrgency Drills in area F1. Recurring failures

were cxperienced within the port steering system and a decision
was made to proceed to an anchorage in Jervis Bay in the vicinity
of the dummy mine dropped on Sunday, recover the mine and use

the anchorage time to effect repairs to the steering. JLccord-
ingly, CURLZW anchored at 1306 in the centre of the bay. The
necessary repairs were found to be more time consuming than

had been anticipated, and as a result CURLEY remained in this
anchorage overnight.

11, The dummy mine was rccovered at 0800 Jednesday 28th
and CURLEW then proceeded to the jetty at HIL.S CRASVELL, coming
alongside at 0850, port side to, Lftor taking on fucl and water,
CURLIT cast off at 1130 and proceeded to the Bay to carry out
ship handling and man overboard exercises. These manocuvres

| finished at 1630 and at 1707, CURLLW securcd alongside HM.
SNIPE in H1 anchorage.

cinl 3
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12 ot 2244 lines were cast off and courses and speeds
set to berth at Nos 3 berth, H .S T.TIRHIN at 0828 on Thursday
29th July, 1976s ,CURLLV has remained in this berth until the

end of the periods

13. fhe general health, welfare and moralc of the ship's
company is good.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient Secrvant,

(S.W. LINTON)

LIDUTENANT, RLN
COIM.NDING OFFICIR

T

innex L - Steaming Figures,

4 B - List of Ixercisecs
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ANNGE Y 90

ML 5 CURL.I'S
RCPORT OF PROCZTDINGS

Do

- & AUG 1975

STLLMING TIGUIS

Miles steamed during the month:

537.6

!

Miles steamed since commissioning: 207,306,2

Hours underway during the month:

Hours underway since commissioning: 19,464 hrs. 58 mins.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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List of EXERCISES

Navigation
28TH July 1976

24,25,26,2TTH July 1976
2bTH July 1976
25424,26,28TH July 1976

Engineering
27TTH Jaly %976

MCM AND DIVING
e5TH and 28TH July 1976

ANNEX 'B!' TO
HMAS CURLEVW'S

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

DATED ¢

=& AUG 1978

0+0.W. Shiphandling
Anchorages.

Exercised blind pilotage team.
Exercised: Steering gear breakdown
Man Overboard

Emergency Stations
Action Stations
Leaving Ship Stations,

Engineering emergency drills
Exercised: Flooding in generator
Room,
0il Pressure Failure Main
#gngines,
Hydraulic Control Failure
Main &ngines,
Funnel Fire,
Lock Propellar Shaft.

Mine Hunting Exercises
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HMAS CURLEW - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - AUGUST, 1976

Forwarded.
(R.C. SWAN)
‘ Commodore
X for Commander Australian Fleet

L

,10 BEnclosure

I1'AS CURLEW Report of Proceedings 1/16/69 dated 1st September,
1076 ,
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. RESTRICTED
HMAS CURLEW
at Sea
The Flag Officer Commanding
HM Australian Fleet 1 Sep 1976

For Information:.

The Commander
Australian Minc Warfarc and Patrol Bogt Forces
HMAS WATSRHE:

The Commander
First Australiaa Mine Couitermeasures Squadron
HMAS IBIS

HMAS CURLEW-RIPORT OF _PROCEEDTI. GS

e T - T W Ty

1_AUGUST TO 31 _AUGUST 197 6

T . o T OETE W

elerences: A COMAUSHMII PABFOR Exercise Operation Order
6/76
B HMAS CURLEIW KTG 250019Z LZug 76

Sir,
s I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMAS
CURLEW under my command for the period 1 August to 31 August

1976.

“e AT The beginalug of the month CUI LiW was alongside HMAS
SNIPL in No 3 berth HMAS WATERHEI,

RESTRICTED
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3. On Monday 2nd August at 072", CURLEW proceeded to the
de-gaussing range, Syduacy Harbour, to commencec dcegaussing.
Operations on the I ortheSouth and iast-West ranges continucd
until thc afternoon of Wednesday 4th August, CURLEW berthing
at WATZRHEN each night. RANTAU assesscd CURLEW's ranging as
successful, laying good ground-work for the projected dc-
gaussing in I ovember of this year.

4.  CURLEW procesded to No 7 buoy on the morning of Monday
9th August and at 0914 commcnced a ragnetic Compass swing.
This was completed in good time and at 1237 CURLIW slipped
from the buoy and proceceded to sca for Sea Acceptance Trials
on the 40/60 l'k 7 mounting. However, a gencrator failure
forced the ship to return to WATZRHI for base assistance and
spares in order to effect repairs. The ship berthed at No 1
berth at 1649 and remaince overnight.

D e While proceeding to sea for work-up the following mor-
ning, a steering gear failurec on the starboard steering
system forced CURLEW to recturn to WATERHE: for repair parts.
Repairs were completed by mid-afternoon and at 1631 CURIEW
cast off and proeceded to Jervis 32y wherc she anchored on
arrival at O419 Wednesday 11th August 1976,

6. Wednesday and Thurslay the 11th were devoted to mine-
hunting procedures and thc ship was anchored in the bay cach
night. Licutenant SDEX P L Chapnman RAI was cmbarked on Fricday
morning to observe CURLEW!s gunnery cxercises planncd for
that afternoon, and CURLEW proceeded to area R 487 rfor

firing exercises. A Surface firing and a sleeve firing was
successfully carricd out and on complction CURLIW rcturned

to WATERHEN berthing at No 1 berth, remaining there over thec
week-end,

RESTRICTED eee/3
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7« Work-up continued curing the week commencing 16th August,
steaning in company with HMAS SNIPZ, Sweep calibrations né
various exercises were carried sut, A further surface a..d
sleeve firing took place on the afternssn of Monday 16th
August in area R 487. CURLEW aad SNIPL steamed in company
overnight and cntered Jervis Bay at 0645 :n Tues’ay 17th Aug-
ust for minchunting operations. On completion >f minchunting,
both vessels anchore! in Jervis Bay for several hours before
welghing and proceeling to oycdney at 2330 Tuesday 17 th.
CURLZW berthe! outboard of HMAS SNIPR in Mo 3 berth WATERHEN
at 0957 Welnesday 18th,

8. At 0655 on Thursday 19th August, COMAUSII!' PABFOR,
Commander G Halley GLZX RA and his tean of obscrvoers were
embarke” for CURLEW's Operational Reaciness hvaluation,
sxercises were ecarrie’ zut on Thursday and Fricay in accor-
dance with reference A, CURLEW roturnc: to WATCZRHEN on Thurs-
day and Fricay nights, berthing at 1914 un Fri'ay evening st
in No 2 berth for AMP,

Qe The ship remained in this berth until Thursay 26th
fugust making preparations for the Queensland cdeployment and
at 1500 Thursday sailel in accorlance with reference B.,
HMAS SUVIPE in company.,

10, After an uneventful passage both ships berthed at Glad-
stoney at 1115 on the 29th August., The stop-over was for
fuel and water only and at 1655 lines were cast off and both
ships proceeded liorth for Shoalwater Baye

: i B On anchoring in Shoalwater Bay at 0800 on Monday 30th,
preparations began for the Pilot Survey. This commenced at
0800 on the 31st and on completion of the first day's sur-
veying, CURLEW anchore: at 1715 in the vicinity of Bay
Islgnd, remaining there until the end of the month,

oo /M
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55 The general health, welfare and morale of the Ship's

Company 1s good.

Annexes:

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

A,
B.

Steaming Annex

sxercise Annex
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I have the honour to be
oir,
Your obedient Servant

% df‘ \é*"‘uz‘t—?—u*’

E W LINTON )
Lleuteﬂant RAN
Commanding Officer
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STEAMI} G ANNEX
- Distance steamed during August
e Hours underway during August

3. Total distance stecamed
since first commissioning

4. Hours underway since first
commissioning

ANNEX A TO HMAS
CURLEW'S REPORT
OF PROCEEDINGS
DATED 1 SEP 1976

1670.°

190

208,976 .4

19654 hrs 58 mins
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DATH

GUNNERY

Friday 13th August
Monday 16th August
Thursday 19th August

Monday 9th August
Monday 16th August
Thursday 19th August
Friday Oth August

MCM

Thursday 17th August
Monday 16th August
Tuesday 17th August
Frilay 20th August

NBCD
Thursday 19th Lugust

REGSTRICTLED

RESTRICTED

ANNEX B _TO HMAS
CURLEW'S REPORT
OF PROCEZDIFGS
DATED 1_SEP 1976

LXERCISES CONDUCTED

EXERCISE

SUCRFX, AATX, AAFX
AATX, AAFX, SUCRFX
SUCRFX, Small Arms Shoot(AR!s)

Magnetic Compass Swing
Blind Pilotage Exercise
Blind Pilotagc Exercise
Blind Pilotage Exercisc

Minchunting ana Conning Ruas
Sweep Calibrations

Minehunting an~ Conning Runs
Minehunting and Conning Runs

Fire in HMAS SWIPE, Lmergency
Party Detache? in Gemini,
F10>d in Tiller Flat

Fire in Galley

Movement of Injured Perszncll
Fire in Generator Roon

'I"II/B1
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DATL EXERCISE

SEAMANSHIP AND GEI'ERAL

Thursday 19th August Passcd Tow and Towed HMAS SIIPE
Took Target Tow From HMAS BOMBARD
Steering Gear Breakdown (3)
Action Stations
Emergency Stations
Man Overboard - Swimmer and
Geninil Recovery

OOW MAI'OEVRES

Monday 16th August
Tuesday 17/7th August
Fricay 20th August
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1/16/24

Department of Defence (Navy Office)

HMAS CURLEW - REPCRT OF FROCEEDINGS — SEPTEMBER, 1576

Forwarded.

i %’ﬂ
(R.C. SWAN)

Commodore
for Commander Austrzlisn [fleet

Enclosure:

Hi'AS CURLEW Report of Proceedings 1/16/1 dated 7th Uctober, 1976
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. : HMAS CURLEW
' at SYDNZLY
The Flag Officer Commanding 07 0CT 4976

Bl AUSTRALTAN FLEET
For Information:

The Commander
Australian lMine Warfare.
and Patrol Boat Forces
HIIAS WATERHEN

The Commander
First Australian line Countermeasures Squadron

HMAS IBIS

The Commanding Officer

HVAS CURLEW
REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

1ST SEPTENMBER, 1976 TO 30TH SEPTEMBER, 1976

Reference: A, RANRL Letter NS21/2/26 HIICF: mg of 24th
August, 1976,

i I have the honour to report the proceedings of HIIAS
CURLEW under my command for the period 1st September, 1976 to
31st September, 1976,

24 At the beginning of the month, CURLIEW was in Shoalwater
Bay progressing the Pilot Survey in preparation for Exercise
Kangaroo 11, CURLEW, with HIAS SNIPE in company, remained in
this area until the 2nd September, 1976, anchoring each night

in the vicinity of Bay Island,

3e On the 2nd September, 1976 preparations were made for
the programmed firing of the liine Disposal .Jeapon, and at 0910
CURLEW anchored in the vicinity of the firing area., The Ship's
gemini placed the weapon in the designated position at 1104 but
due to failure of the timing mechanism, the bomb did not det-
onate. Another timing mechanism was placed on the bomb at 1230
together with a countermining charge of plastic explosive, timed
to detonate in the event of a second timing device failure.

This in fact was the case and at 1255 the bomb was detonated

by the secondary method,

sonid g
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4, On completion, CURLEW with 3SNIPE in company proceeded
directly to an anchorage off Mackay in the lee of Flat Top
Island. DBoth ships anchored at 2120 on the 2nd September, 1976
and remained overnight.

e On the morning of 3rd September, 1976 both-ships
weighed anchor and proceeded to llackay Outer Harbour, berthing
at South Pier at 0830. CURLEW berthed outboard of SNIPE and

remained in this berth over the week-end.

6. An official cocktail party was held on the forecastle
of CURLEW on the evening of 3rd September, 1976 and was attend-
ed by The layor of Mackay, MR. A, ABLOTT, President of the
Pioneer Shire Council, MR, J. YOUNG and various other local
dignitaries.,

7 On Saturday 4th September, 1976 Officers from both
ships were guests at a Civie Reception hosted by the City of
llackay and Pioneer Shire Councils. This was held in the rec-
eption lounge at the Whitsunday Hotel. It soon became apparent
that the people of lMackay are well disposed towards the RAIN and
hold her Officers and men in high esteen.,

3. CURLEW and SNIPE cast off and proceeded to sea at

0930 on lMonday 6th September, 1976. The destination for both
ships was lloreton Bay but at 1241 on Tuesday 7th September, 1976
SNIPE was detached to Gladstone after learning of the death of
one of her ship's company in Mackay. CURLEW carried on to
iloreton Bay and anchored in the vicinity of the main channel at
0745 Wednesday 8th September, 1976.

9 At 0837 Thursday 9th September, 1976 CURLEW weighed
and proceeded up the Brisbane River berthing at Eagle St. Wharf
at 1038. The ship remained in this berth over the week-end,
SNIPE joining from Mackay on Sunday 12th September, 1976 and
berthing alongside.

10, The Pilot survey of lMoreton Bay commenced on Monday
13th September, 1976 with SNIPE detaching to the North West
Channel and CURLEW to the North East Channel in accordance with
instructions at reference A. - Despite problems encountered
with CURLEW's plotting table, the survey was completed on
Friday 17th September, 1976 and CURLEW then proceeded up the
Brisbane River to berth on SNIPE at HIIAS MORETON at 1145,
CURLEW remained in this berth over the week-end.

112 At 0900 on Monday 20th September, 1976 CURLEW with
oNIPE 1in company transitted the Brisbane River bound for
Sydney. SNIPE was detached at 1020 and proceeded ahead. The
passage south was affected in the later stages by a cold front
which came up very quickly from the south. The storm caused
some concern and it was decided to enter Sydney Harbour and
berth as soon as possible rather-than steam overnight as had
been the intention. Accordingly, CURLEW berthed on SNIPE in-
¥3%63' berth HIAS WATERHEN at 2240 on Tuesday 21st September,

R 5
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12, ‘The ship has remained in tThis berth until 30th
September, 1976 undergoing preparations for Admiral's Inspectior
and finally the actual inspection on the 30th September, 1976.

13 The general health, welfare and morale of the ship's
company are good.

I have the honour to be,
S5

Your obedient servant.

f:g; ; L{_.‘J ﬁ/

(E.W. LINTON)
L1EUTENANT, RAN
COMMANDING COFFICER

P e T ek e

Annex 'A' -~ Steaming Annex.

tBt — EBxercises Conducted.
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REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

1
DATED
STEAMING ANNEX
1s Distance steamed during SePtember; 1976: 1290,.1
24 Hours underway during September, 1976: 144 hrs.
. Total distance steamed since first commissioning: 210;266.5
4. Hours underway since first Commissioning: 19798 hrs.

Hh8 mins.
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EXE

ERCISES CONDUGTE

DATE

Gunnery

L'I-
W
-]
oY

Monday 20 S

Navigation
Thursday 09 SEP- 76

llonday 13 SEP 76

Friday 17 SEP 76
Monday 20 SEP 76

Friday 17 SEP 76

Monday 20 SEP 76

1ICM

Wednesday 01 SEP 76
Thursday 02 SEP 76
Monday 13 SEP 76

to
FPriday 17 SEP 76

Monday 06 SEP 76

Seamanship and General

e e FURE U T

Tuesday O7 SEP 76

Wednesday 08 SEP 76

O0W l.anoeuvres

Tuesday O7 SEP 76

RESTRICTED
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EXERCISE

Small arms shoot, 7.62 L1A1, 9mm Pistol,

Blind Pilotage.Exercises
during Brisbane River Transits.

OOW Pilotage in and out of DBrisbane River.

Mine hunting and conning runs.,

Detonated lMine Disposal Weapon.

Mine hunting and Conning runs. Fast
Route Surveys. All carried out in
lMoreton Bay.

Minesweeping Exercise

Emergency Stations, Actien Stations,
Steering Gear Breakdowns, lan overboard
exercises,

Man overboard Exercises.
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\F 1/16/24 ) HOV 1976
Department of Defence (Navy Cffice)
HMAS CURLDW = REPORT CF PROCEEZDINGS - OCTOBiR 1976

Forwarded.,

F s

MJJ'M.- .

(R.C, SWAN)
Commodore
for Commander Australian Ileet

Fneclosure:

HAS CURLEW Report 1/16/1 dated 4th November 1976
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HMAS CURLEW
at SEA

The flag Officer Commanding 0 4 NOV 1976
HIf AUSTRALIAN FLEET

For Information:

The Commander
Australian Mine Warfare and L 5;—
Patrol Boat Forces

HMAS WATERHEN

The Commander
First Australian lline Countermeasures Squadron

HMAS IBIS

HMAS CURLEW
REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

1ST OCTOBER, 1976 TO 3151 OCTOBER, 1976

SolT,

1, I have the honour to report the proceedings of HIAS
CURLEW under -my command for the period 1st October, 1976 to
31st October, 1976.

e At the beginning of the month CURLEW occupied berth No.
3 at HMAS WATERHEN outboard of HIAS SNIPE. The ship remained
in this berth until 4th October when 39 personnel comprising
N.S.W. finalists in the Miss Australia Quest and their Chaper-
ones were embarked. CURLEW cast off and proceeded at 1145
remaining inside Sydney Harbour for the most part but with a
short trip to Ben Buckler and back for some 'sea time'. The
day was most successful and paved the way for several members
of the ship's company to escort finalists at the Miss N.5.W.
Quest Ball. At 1525 CURLEW returned to WATERIEN, berthing in
No. 2 herth.

3e The period 5-8 October was scheduled as a minor INCHMX
in the Jervis Bay area., CURLEV cast off at 0750 on Tuesday

5th October and proceeded to the vicinity of Garden Island
where several dockyard personnel were embarked to carry out
tests on the minesweeping winch. The remainder of the fore-
noon and half of the afternoon were spent streaming and recov-
ering sweeps to enable the various tests to be completed. On
completion the ship entered Watson's Bay anchoring to await the
personnel transfer. All dockyard personnel were disembarked

at 1530 and at 1540 CURLEW weighed and proceeded to Jervis Bay.

Senl 2
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44 On the 6th October dan buoys were laid in Jervis Bay
in preparation for the MCMX. On completion the propulsion
system was changed to activated rudders and hunting was carr-
ied on until late afternoon. The mini-ranger fixing system

was successfully employed during the day giving range read-
outs from transmitters placed ashore. Dan buoys were rec-
overed on Wednesday evening and at 2330 on the 6th October,
CURLEW departed Jervis Bay bound for Sydney to effect repairs
to the 193 sonar (HITAS CURLEW DAU 060447Z OCT 76 referg),

The ship berthed in No. 1 berth HNMAS WATERHEN at O70830K OCT 76,

5e The forenoon of Friday October 8th was employed with
fueling and ammunitioning. CURLEW sailed from WATERHEN at
0840K berthing starboard side to HMAS SNIPE at Dradley's Head
dolphins and commencing fueling at 0825. On completion the
ship proceeded - to No. 5 buoy to ammunition and from there to
UATERHEN No. 1, berthing at 1115 and remaining in this bexrth
until Tuesday 12th October.

6 bxercise Kangaroo 11 commenced for CURLEW at 1730 on
the 12th October when hands were called to action stations
prior to departure from Sydney. The ship cast off and pro-
ceeded with HMAS SNIPE in company at 1800. The Commander,
Pirst Australian Mine Countermeasures Squadron, LCDR GLIX G.V.
SLOPER, RAN together with his Staff Officer MCM, LCDR H.R.
QJMAREQT USN, were embarked to remain in CU?LjI for the dur-
ation mf the exercise.

Te The passage north was conducted during the dark hours
where possible and both ships anchored during the day in an
effort to avoid detection by 'the enemy'. CURLEW anchored on
the 13th October at Crowdy lHead and remained undetected but

on the 14th October on anchoring at Cape Byron, both CURLEW
and SNIPE were detected by enemy P3 Orion aircraft and so
continued north eventually anchoring on the western side of
Fraser Island at 0730 on the 15th October.

8. Passage to Shoalwater Bay resumed at 2000 of that
evening as both ships prﬂceeded to a third anchorage to the
west of Cape Capricorn in the approaches to Port Alma, anchor-
ing at 0636 on the 16th October and remaining during the day.
Then, at 1727 of the same day, anchor was weighed and the final
leg to shoalwater Day commenced,

% CURLEW rendezvoused with HMAS STALVART in her anch~
orage position near Collins Island, Shoalwater Bay, coming along-
side for fuel, water and stores. At 0540 on the 17th October,
after embarklng dan buoys, CURLEW cast off from STALWART and
proceeded to lay the buoys in accordance with the Ixercise
Ogeratimns Order. This operation lasted until mid-day on the

th October when CURLEW stopped briefly to change to activated
rudders and soft dome in preparation for aunting the channel.
It was discovered that the rubber diaphragm of the soft dome
was torn and afiter discussion with COMAUSKINRON ONE it was
decided to exchange soft domes with SNIPE who was at anchor
with a sonar defect.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1074010
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10. As a result of SNIPE's defect, CURLEW was tasked to
hunt 24 hours per day from the 18th October until the 22nd
October using oNIPE's navigation and minehunting teams as re--
liefs on a 12 hour on 12 hour off basis. On the 22nd October,
minehunting operations ceased with eight of the nine mines
laid, detected. Only two mines were recovered as strong
spring tidal streams in the area, precluded the use of divers
outside slack water periods. A& maximum of four dives per day
wag achieved in these conditions.

y & At O800K on the 22nd October, CURLEW commenced rec—
overing buoys that had walked from their laying positions into
the anchorage area., On completion the ship proceeded to fix
all dan buoys for the lead in programmed to commence at 230300K
October. DBecause of the strong currents it became necessary

to re-pogition several of the dans that had walked and to

relay dan @ which had disappeared., This task was completed

by evening and CURLEW anchored at 2124 on the 22nd October

for a brief rest before the lead in.

R CURLEVW was under way again at 230145K October headed
for point X-ray to commence the lead-in, This began at 0340,

a little later than scheduled, when eight USN ships’'in two waves
were led down the swept channel by CURLEW and SNIPE, the first
ship arriving in the anchorage at 0545. IFurther lead-outs

and lead-ins were conducted for both U.S. and Australian ships.

15 During the exercise the ship berthed several times on
HIfAS STALVART for stores and maintenance and for recreational
purposes. Her presence was a true comfort to both ships and
her services inv.luable. Neither MCMV could have completed
Kangaroo II without the technical assistance supplied by
STALWART,

14, On the 25th October, HIAS STALWART hosted a concert
which was performed by Eric Juppe s troupe in co—operation
with the Defence Department. An informal cocktail party held
on the forecastle of CURLEW after the show was attended by

the HONOURABLE DENIS JAMES KILLEN, M.P., Minister of State

for Defence; the Commanding Officer of STALWVART, CAPTAIN M.V,
HUDSON, RANj; COIQIANDER R. BRANDQUIST, Coumandlng Officer USS

| FRESNO; foicera from US ships present, STALWVART and SNIPE and

members of the troupe.

154 After casting off from STALTART on the 25th October

to commence mine recovery, CURLEW was recalled alon;side and

at 1755 commenced the task of searching for equloqent dropped
from a USI helo. This is the subject of COMAUSFLT's KUL
270200Z OCT 76, The search continued through the 29th October -
without success and on the 30th, prior to commeneing operations,
instructions were recelved to suspend the search, recover

dan buoys and proceed to Brisbane to await further instructions.
Dan recovery was completed at 1510 and after 30 minutes of
nands to bathe, courses and speeds were set to arrive at
Drisbane at 010800K IOV 76,

RESTRICTED i
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164 AT the end of the nonth CURLIW wa o
o S RLIW was on passage to
17« the health, welfare and mnorale of the ship's compa-

remains good.,

I have the honour to be
1L,

Your obedient Servant

A~

(B.7. LINTON)
LIBUTERANT, RAN
COMMANDING OFFICER

ool e LR S R S—

Annex: A. Steaming Annex

B S S ]

B Exercises Conducted
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ANNEX A TO

HI.S CURLEW'sS

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
-1

s L e e e

1
DATED :

:

STEAMING ANNEX

= Distance steamed during Octmber; 1976: 2086,0

2o Hours underway during Octmber; 197162 337 hrs.

2 Total distance steamed since first commissioning:
214352+

4, Hours underway since first commissioning:

20135 hrs. 58 ains.
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ERCISES CONDUCTED

s e R el | L W -

DATE

L O e S )

Gunnery
Thursday 14 OCT

FPriday 15 OCT

ifavigation
Tuesday 12 OCT

Saturday 23 OCT

Tuesday 26 OCT
Tednesday 27 0CT
Thursday 28 OCT
Firday 29 CCT )

1CN

Muesday 06 OCT

Tednesday 06 OCT

sunday 17 OCT

lfonday 16 OCT

RESTRICTED . .

HAS CURLEW's
REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

] 1
DATED ¢

EZZRCISE

AA trackling
Surface tracking

AA tracking

O0W Blind pilotage Sydney Harbour

Blind pilotage lead in of USN ships

Blind pilotage required to transit
Shoalwater Bay by night.

Minesweeping and winch trials

Lay and recover dan buoys
Minehunting
Conning runs and diving

Dan buoy lay - Shoalwater Bay Exercice

area, Fix by HSA

Dan huoy lay - Shoalwater Day Ixerclse

area, PFix by H3
Minehunting
Conning runs and diving

Sl 2
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- 2 - ANNEX B
General
Tuesday 12 Oct -~ Action stations

Steaming in defernce watches
Wedresday 13 Oct < OSteaming 1in defence watches

Thursday 14 Oct Action stations

Steaming in defence watches

1

Friday 15 Oct « Steaming in defence watcheg
until
Sunday 17 Oct
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FILE: 428/3/ 193]

TMENT OF DEH

(NAVY QOFFICE)

T

HMAS GLURLEW EFORT OF PROCEZDINGS ‘\(:”: NReR ‘%

DIFO %M’:ﬂ%“"? £ ..1 KWBEM
@/ Qe M‘Pm /S Nev M e M fm
DGNOE\\v apseshal 1in Aoto Aleovint cfoo a 30 ""& r/ 1

DG

NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Heads of Division
g?g_see these reports soon after they reach Nawvy
ice,

B, T@e repmrt.will be given again to Heads of Division
Wlth;Blr?CEﬂr'S comments if there is any matter of
| special interest in those commenits.

Ce Girculatimn lists numbers 2 and 3% are referred to
Directors and Heads of Section.

D. If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be
railsed, a suitable note beinz made above.

N
}b@
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Sy ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY
R’ Q‘E J JMH
Y RESTRICTED

Telephone :

359-9111Extension 3139 H.M.A. FLEET HEADQUARTERS,
| GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000

3 1 DEC 1978
AF 1/16/24

Department of Defence (Navy Office)

PROCEEDINGS = NOVENMBIR 76

IITAS CURLEW - REPORT OF

j Forwarded.

2e "he date in paragraph 10 should read 25th
November.

o
(R.C. SWAN)

Commodore ‘
for Commander australian Fleet

Znclosure:

IT°AS CURLEY Report of FProceedings 1/16/1 dated 1st
December, 1976.

| RESTRICTED
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1/46/7 14 HMAS CURLEW
at Sea

1st December 1976

The Flag Officer Commanding,
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

Tor Information:

The Commander,
Australian Mine Warfare and Patrol Forces,

HMAS WATEREEN -

The Commander,
First Australian Mine Countermeasures Squadron,

HMAS IBIS - DEC 1976
Rl PR, "‘j/
HMAS CURLEW - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS —~ S
1st NOVEMBER 1375 to 30th NOVEMBER 1976
SiT,
1, T have the honour to report the proceedings of HMAS

CURLEW under my command for the period 1st Neovember 1976 to
30th November 1976. All times Zomne L(-11).

2 At the beginning of the period CURLEW was at sea en
route to Brisbane from Shoalwater Bay and Exercise Kangaroo II
with HMAS SNIPE in company.

Die At thieg time CURLEW's future programme was unsure
and it was expectcd that both CURLEW and SNIPE may be required
to return to Shoalwater Bay for further hunting operations.

4, At 0900 on 1st Novembcr CURLEV berthed bows south on
HMAS BETANC at HMAS MORETON. Fuel, water and provisions were
embarked and at 1000 permission was rcceived for CURLEW and
SNIPE to rcturn to Sydney. At 1600, CURLEW with SNIPE 1in
company cast off and procceded dovn the Brisbane RiVWer in trans-
it to Sydney.

Dis Enroute to Sydney and in pursuit of a timely arrival
at HMAS WATERHEN, both ships anchored in Broken Bay at 0042 on
3rd November, weighing again at 0551 to procecd To Sydney.

6. Lt 0820 on 3rd November, CURLEW berthed on SNIPE in
No. 3 berth HMAS WATERHEN. CURLEV rcmained in this berth
undergoing an assisted maintcnance period until Monday 15th
November, when, at 0900, the ship cast off and procceded south
to Port Phillip Bay for a scheduled Commandoex. LCDR GLEX E.
M. KAVANAGH, RAN, COMAUSMINRON ONE Aesignate, ecmbarkerd on

sw w2
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dcparture for the transit to Melbournc.

T .. 24 hour period had been added to the normal Sydncy -
Mclbourne passagce timec to allow for swccp calibration, a gun
functioning trial and intcrnal cxercises. Poor visibility and
rising winds and scas put paid to thesc ovolutions and at 0900
on 16th December CURLEW battened down for a rough passage to

Port Phillip Bay.

B The ship entered Port Phillip Bay at 1130 on 18th
November and proceeded to an anchorage at the northern end of
West Channel. A pre-arranged rentezvous with the Special Oper-
ations Course in the vicinity of Swan Tsland was set for 1600
and CURLEW weighed and proceeded accordingly. At the rendez-
vous position CURLEW agailn anichored to cmbark personnel and
equipment and To swait the commencement of the exercise at 1930.
The exercise took place in the filliamstown Adockyard area and
was completed by 0120 on Friday 19th November.

g, At 0400 CURLEW again anchored off Swan Island to Ais-
embark personnel and equipment and to await a suitable sallling
time. At 0604 on 19th November the ship weighed and proceeded
scross Port Phillip Bay and up the Yarra River to No. 15 North
Wharf, berthing at 0900. The ship remained in this berth until

23rd November.

10. The return passage to Sy"ney was without incident
and, assisted by a southerly swell, CURLEV made good time,
berthing at 0900 on 23rd November in No. 2 berth HMAS WATERHEN
to remain over the week-end.

11. At 0923 on Monday 29th November, CURLEW with SNIPE
in company departed Sydney Harbour to carry out pilot surveys
in Botany Bay, Newcastle and Port Kembla for a programmed 10
day period. Embarked in CURLEW were Mr. R.B. Jones and Mr.
¢, Fielding, Scientific Officers from the RALN Research labor-

atory.

12, Lt 1445 on 29th November whilst weighing anchor off
the entrance to Botany Bay, CURLEW's starboard anchor suffered

o Aefect rendering it unserviceable. The ship anchored 1in
Botany Bay overnight and proceeder to HMLS W.TERHEN on 30th
November arriving at 0930 for replacement of the damager anchor,

135 Lt 1245 instructions were received vide COMLUSFLT's
KEB/KUL 300142Z NOV 76 to proceed to a position approximately

15 miles to secaward off Port Kembla and assist in the recovery
of a sea-king helicopter. CURLEVW cast of f from W.LTERHEN at

1316 on 30th November and arrived 1n the area at 1730. LT

this time CURLEV was directed by HM.S PERTH to render assistance
to and as requcsted by HMLS SNIPE who was attempting to take

the semi-submergcd helicopter in tow. Lttempts continued until
approximatcly 1930 when gNIPE rcported that shc had lost the

TOW,

14. CURLEW commenced a sca-bed scarch at 2008 using 193
sonar and being vectored aronnd the last known position of the

gircraft by HM.S PERTH.
- & @ /3
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15 The search was terminated at 2308 on 30th Novcmber.
is time both ships were detached by PERTH and at the end

4Lt th
of the period rcported, CURLEW was on passage to Newcasgtle
with HM/S SNIPE in company.

16, The health, welfarc and moralec of the ship's company

arc good,
I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient Scrvant,

(E.W. LINTON)

LIEUTENLNT, RAN
COMM/.NDING OFFICER

innexcs: L. Stecaming /Annex.

B. Excrcises Confucted.
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innex L to HM.S CURLEW's
Report of Proceedings
dated: 1st December 1976

STELMING LNNEX

e Distance steamed during November. 1995.5
2o Hours underway Auring November 172 hrs 32 mins.
3 Total Aistance stecamed gince first
commissioning. 214348 miles
4. Hours unierway sincc first commissioning 20308 hrs 30 mins.
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Annex B to HM.LS CURLEW's
Report of Proceedings
dated 1st December 1976

EXERCISES CONDUCTED

Gunnery
Monday 15th November

MCM

Tuesday 16th November

N VIGLATION
Monday 15th November
Wednesday 17th November

Thursday 18th November

Friday 19th November

GENER..L

Monfay 15th November

Small arms shoot
7.62 SLR

9 mm Pistol

9 mm P

Streamed starboard sweep

Steering breakdown.
Steering breakdown

Blind pilotage
OOW anchorages

Blind pilotage.
O0W anchorages.

Man Overboard.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIGT1074010



o —

ARBS5 Department of Defence Folio

(1975) 1
File Number

| pp—

w29 | = /G437 |

DETAILS OF INFORMATION Security Classification

ANALYSIS I /Qégrﬁ(c I &2

*NOTE: Please print all entries clearly.

REGISTRATION

; -1

Title . /‘_/MM C(’/ﬂ%/ . %?70(5'/‘3-‘7' @ /[~

FE S SESSEE S SN SESE LSS S S L. - — -

f ROCELDWNGS. — Movemaer 17 2&.

------

- -

- - - -- - -- - —

L o A

Mark to .. < . S o S O = == = Zreprous
(Name or Designation) (Location)

-

Cancel File No ... e omm e snsass ssmass sovmms sevmenssemnns seemssenees smeswe @NA INfOrm Movements Section.

ClOSE F il NO oo e e ens cesssmans ssasnsame e i

Cross reference this file with: .. e e A R O S A P R S P 1 TN e (NI e

SUBJECT INDEX -
Posting Precis Initials J
|

NAME INDEX

Heading Precis Initials

HIrI% Cuaeene. . | KO- Lol Z6. .

er— Tt r T it

-

T TR T e e P E L

LOGGING 5
iai Date Initials

Originator Originator's Referenge
IO ool = B AL ,/ {2y | .3.226

L

Information C r
,_,ZPW /K iru G, 7s

(Signature) Y (Date)

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1074010



FILE: 428/3/ |972

DEPARTMENT OF DI
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NOTES: A,
B,
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This copy is circulated so that Heads of Division
may see these reports soon after they reach Navy
Office.

The report will be given again to Heads of Division
with Director's comments if there is any matter of
speclial interest in those comments.

Circulation lists numbers 2 and % are referred to
Directors and Heads of Section.

IT any matter requires comvrehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above.
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

RESTRICTED

Telephone :

Xtension 3139 | H.M.A. FLEET HEADQUARTERS,
GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000

AF 1/16/24 i3 JAN 1977

Department of Defence (Navy Office)

HMAS CURLEW REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - DECEMBER

Forwarded.
J.De STEVENS)
Commodore
for Commander Australian Fleet
Enclosure:
4%%‘ HMAS CURLEW Report of Proceedings 1/16/1 dated 1st January,
1977 |

Aj

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1074010



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1074010



1/16/1 RESTP.;FGTED

The Flag Officer Commanding
HIf AUSTRALIAN FLEET

For Information:

The Commander
Australian Mine Warfare
and Patrol Boat Forces

HMAS WATERHEN

The Commander
First Australian Mine Countermeasures Squadron

HMAS IBIS

HMAS CURLEW
REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

1ST DECEMBER, 1976 _TO 31T DECEMBIR, 1976

1T,

I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMAS
CURLEW under my command for the period 1st December, 1976 to
31st December, 1976, All times Zone I (=11).

o CURLEW was on passage to Newcastle with HIAS SNIPE
in company at the commencement of the period of this report.
Both ships had recently assisted in the unsuccessful recovery

2 AT 0900 on Tednesday 1st December, 1976, CURLEW
berthed port side to Merewether ST, Wharf, Newcastle. The

Ship remained in this berth overnight before proceeding outside
the breakwater at 0800 on the 2nd December, 1976 to conduct pilot

surveys.

4, CURLEW carried out the Survey mo¥ing between selected
anchorages within a three mile radius of Nobby's Head: The
ship remained at anchor overnight on the 2nd December, 1976 and
at 1430 on the 3rd December, 1976 berthed again at lMerewether
St. Wharf and secured for a week-end visit,

B HMAS SNIPE was detached at 2350 on the 5th December, |
1976 and proceeded to Sydney. CURLEW remained at her berth |
until casting off at 0900 on the 6th December, 1976 when she

proceeded to Port Kembla for further surveys,

& I .

U5 JAN 1971

womeen = RESTRICTED
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B On arrival at Port Kembla at 1700 on the 6th December,
1976 the ship berthed briefly to inform the port authorities
that she would be anchored outside the harbour on the night of
the 6th and 7th of December, 1976 and would conduct the survey
at various anchorages during the day. This was progressed
without incident, HMAS SNIPE joining from Sydney at 1100

on Tuesday the 7th December, 1976. The survey was completed on
Mednesday 8th December, 1976 and at 1005 CURLEW proceeded North
to Sydney with SNIPE in company to berth at 1420 in No. 4.
berth HMAS WATERHEN,

T o The' ship cast off from this berth at 1345 on Friday
10th December, 1976 and proceeded to HMAS PENGUIN berthing at
the Eastern end of PENGUIN Wharf at 1430. CURLEW remained in
this berth throughout the week-end as a participant in the
open day on the 11th December, 1976 as part of the celebration
of the Clearance Diving branch's Silver Anniversary.

O e - CURLEW departed PENGUIN at 0830 on lionday 13th
December, 1976 and proceeded to No. 4. buoy, Sydney Harbour

to de-~ammunition. On completion the ship sllpped and proceeded
to the East Return Wall at Garden Island for Survey and testing

of the anchor cable,

9. At 0845 on the 16th December, 1976 CURLEW cast off from
Garden Island and returned to No. 1. berth, HMAS WATERHEN to
prepare for the Christmas leave period.

10.: At 1300 on the 17th December, 1976 all power and water
supplies to the ship were cut off and the crew, with the:
exception of two senior sailors and three Jjunior sailors, de-
parted on three weeks leave.

1. CURLEW along with SNIPE and IBIS reverted to ship-
keeper routine on Frlday 17th December, 1976 and remained in
this routine for the remalnder of the perlod

12, The general health, welfare and morale of the ship's
company are good,

I have the honour to be,
o1lr,

Your obedient servant.

A=

ANNEXES: A. Steaming (E.W. LINTON)
Annex. LIEUTENANT, RAN
COMMANDING OF "FICER

B. Exercises
Conducted.
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A REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
171677 =

DATED: = 14BN 1477

STEAMING ANNEX

$5 Distance Steamed during December: 125,6

2a Hours underway during December: 10.80

R Total Distance Steamed since

Pirst Commissioning: 214473.6 mil. .
4, Hours underway since first Commissioning: 20318 hrs
30 mins.
ANNLX B TO

HIAS CURLEW'S
REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

1716/1

DATED:

!
.
!

RCISES CONDUCTED

General

Daily fire exercises in harbour.
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