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IT
A.F. 17/25/3
The Secretary,
Department of the Navy.
Te Forwarded.
2e The defect mentioned in paragraph 23(b) is a

known difficulty, but is the first recorded occasion on
which both boilers have suffered simultaneously. The

attention of Type 12 Frigates is being directed to the
posgibility and the desirability of more frequent inspections

being instituted.

Office of /the
| Flag Offi¢er Commanding,
HM Australlian Fleet.

?}\4 14 APPR 1967
? PV,
| 5\ ™~
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% " ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY \'l‘ l“;) 3 3

IN REPLY

QuoTe No. 910/007

TELEPHONE:

SECRET

H.M.A.S. DERWENT,
at Sea.

|3 APR 1967

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - HMAS DERWENT - MARCH 1967
(All times Kilo)

Sir,

I have the honour to submit the report of proceedings for
HMAS DERWENT for the month of March 1967.

2.0 At the beginning of the month DERWENT was alongside
Garden Island, where she remained until Monday 6th March carrying
out self maintenance.

3e At 0900 Wednesday 1st March the new Australian Naval
Ensign was hoisted onboard.

4, Together with three of my Officers, I attended the Ikara
Tactical Study Period at HMAS WATSON between‘ﬁedn&sday 1st and
Friday 3rd March

‘ The ship was opened to the public on Sunday 5th March
,IIWhen 95 visitors inspected the ship.

6o At 0815 Monday 6th March DERWENT cast off from Cruiser
wharf and proceeded to Nm. 2 buoy to embark ammunition. DERWENT
slipped from No. 2 buoy at 1118 and proceeded to sea. After

n completing a surface firing the ship returned to Watsons Bay, where,
the WILLRANEL target was taken in tow., On completion course was set
for the Jervis Bay Exercise Areas,

- A separate report is being forwarded on the performance
of the WILLRANEL target which generally was most satisfactory.

8e A rendezvous was made with HMAS QUEENBOROUGH at 0530
Tuesday 7th March and the WILLRANEL target slipped and rlngd
ready for Ikara firing. After a frustrating four hours of minor
faults and difficulties, an Ikara missile was fired at 0955,
Although successfully launched, the missile failed in flight and
crashed into the sea, breaking up on impact. All further exercises
for the day were cancelled and DERWENT, assisted by aircraft from
NAS Nowra, was ordered to search the area until 1730, when she
proceeded to Jervis Bay, anchoring at 2000. QUEENBOROUGH assisted
in the search until 1200 when she returned to Jervis Bay with the
WILLRANEL target in tow. Although many small pieces of missile were

: veessas Tound I3 the
s IHE FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING,

H.M. AUSTRALIAN FLEET. L GEEICET b
(Copy to: The Captain (F), P2 L e
First Frigate Squadron.) £ - & I5
§ i
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found in the sea, there was no trace of the torpedo. It is felt
most unlikely the torpedo could have survived the impact. (My
letter 402/0017 dated 17th March refers)

9 DERWENT weighed anchor at 0830 Wednesday 8th March with
14 Cadet Midshipmen embarked. Prior to sailing all Officers had
been declared out of action with food poisoning and the ship was
taken to sea by the Chiefs and Petty Officers. They handled the
situation most effectively. Unfortunately due to a fault in the
gunnery system the NGS firing scheduled for that forenoon was
cancelled and DERWENT joined QUEENBOROUGH for A/S exercises until
1600 when she returned to Jervis Bay. The Cadets were disembarked
and the WILLRANEL target again taken in tow, course being set for
Sydney on completion.

10. Prior to entering harbour on Thursday 9th March DERWENT
inspected the America Cup buoy, to ascertain if the light thereon
was operating. It was found to be extinguished.

11, The WILLRANEL target was slipped and taken in tow by
dockyard boat off Bradleys Head and DERWENT secured to No. 2 buoy
at 0835. After disembarking ammunition berth was shifted to
alongside MORESBY at the Cruiser Wharf at 1015 Thursday 9th March.

I inspected Ceremonial Divisions onboard on Friday 10th
March.
13, Saturday 11th March had been scheduled as a Family day,

but due to poor weather conditions, it had to be cancelled. Many
families were entertained to lunch onboard however and were cshown
over the ship.

14, Having embarked the Coxswains Qualifying Course, DERWENT
cast off and proceeded to sea at 0905 Monday 13th March. A
rendezvous was made with TABARD at 1300 for a series of A/S exercises.
In addition LW02 - IFF/SIF calibrations were carried out with a
Canberra aircraft. As the aircraft had unservicesble IFF/SIF, HF,

and VHF, the calibrations were most unsatisfactory.

: 15, DERWENT continued A/S exercises in addition to gunnery
tracking and firing exercises until 1640 Wednesday 15th March, when
she came to anchor in Jervis Bay. During the day 11 Cadet
Midshipmen were embarked for sea experience and used as the subjects
of a short documentary film on The life of a Cadet.

16, Anchor was weighed at 0515 Thursday 16th March and

DERWENT proceeded to rendezvous with TABARD for further A/S exercises.
These were climaxed by a live mortar firing (Casex A28) at TABARD

who generously offered to embark volunteers for the occasion. Few
volunteers were forthecoming but three Midshipmen and two sailors

were transferred after some coercion,

17 On completion course was set for Sydney, where after
conducting a number of runs over the measured mile, DERWENT berthed
alongside VENDETTA at the Cruiser Wharf at 1100 Friday 17th March.

18, The ship remained there until Tuesday 28th March carrying
out self maintenance.,

llﬂl!ﬂ/ 19-

SECRE4
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19 During the week commencing Monday 20th March together
with four of my Officers and two sailors I attended the lecture
phase of JUC 65 at AJASS. DERWENT was opened to the publie on
Sunday 19th March when 239 visitors inspected the ship.

20, Due to difficulties in the Engine Room DERWENT had to be
moved cold to No. 2 buoy at 0850 Tuesday 28th March to ammunition.
Ammunitioning completed the ship slipped from No. 2 buoy at 1130
and proceeded to sea. During the next three days the ship
participated in the Casex Phase of JUC 65 exercising with TRUMP,
units of the RAAF and 817 squadron.

21 SIUART joined for the final Casex on Thursday 30th March
after which both ships proceeded to Jervis Bay, DERWENT anchoring

at 2344, Apart from A/S exercises, DERWENT carried out EW exercises
with TRUMP. The UA9 performed extremely well following its recent
modifications. (DERWENT message DTG 290255z Mar refers)

ace In company with HMA Ships MELBOURNE, STUART and ANZAC
the ship weighed anchor at 0700 Friday 31st March and proceeded %G
sea. OOW manoceuvres were conducted until 0745 when DERWENT
detached to carry out AA tracking and firings. DERWENT then joined
STUART and participated in a plotting exercise enroute to Sydney,
where the ship berthed alongside Chowder Bay at 1400 to refuel.
Berth was shifted to alongside QUEENBOROUGH at the Cruiser Wharf at

1530,
23, Marine Engineering State
(a) Main engines, boilers and auxiliary machinery have
operated satisfactorily throughout the month.
(b) Due to the safety valves actuating and superheater

unloading valves sticking in the open position on both
boilers during the latter stages of the lighting up
period on Tuesday 28th March, a cold move to No. 2 buoy
was necessary, as both boilers had to be shut down and
steam pressure released to remedy the defect.

‘ (e) The actuating valves were dismantled, inspected, cleaned
and replaced. Steam was again raised to test the valves
and the lighting up procedure completed, the ship sailing
without delay on completion of ammunitioning.

24, Weapon Electrical Engiﬁeering State

(a) I am pleased to report that March has seen a great
improvement in the operational availability of the Ship's
equipment over that experienced during February.

(b) Urdefs outstanding at the beginning of the month were:
Type 667, Radar 903/MRS3, Ship Alongside Cable Run, C2
Diesel Generator, VDS, AFCB k.10, Ikara Bow Source
Magnetron, and Model ﬁB Autosecs. Urdefs raised during
the month were: MRS3 Dynamic Tester, Type 275 GDO
Sight, and Theta Simulator for GWS20, Urdefs outstanding
at the end of March are Type 667, Ship Alongside Cable
Run, and 275 Sight.

(e) An Indef was raised for lifting and repair of the LWO02
Aerial To correct patches of corrosion.

‘II.I./ 2]-1- (d)'l

SsECRET
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(d) . The incidence of major defects has moderated from
February's exceptionally bad period. Assistance from
Garden Island Dockyard Salaried Staff has helped the
ship greatly in this regard.

(e) The Sonar equipments and AS weapons have performed well
throughout the month. The VDS is the exception and this

has failed repeatedly.

(f) The 4.5 Turret and the Recording Arrangements have not
performed satisfactorily despite continued efforts by
the maintenance staif.

(g) The completion of outstanding modifications to UA8/9
has resulted in increased performance but outstanding
spares have precluded the reaching of the optimum. IT
is hoped that these modifications coupled with the
experience gained by the maintainers from working with
the manufacturer's engineers will alsoc increase the
reliability.

254 The morale of the ship's company is good and their state
of health satisfactory.

26. The Welfare Committee met during the month.,

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

ptyet

| (G.J .H. WOOLRYCH)
COMMANDER, R.A.N.
CAPTAIN

SECRET
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DETAILS OF STEAMING

ACPENDIX 1

(a) Miles steamed

(b) Total miles steamed since commissioning

(e) Hours underway

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS — HMAS DERWENT —~ MARCH 1967

(d) Total hours underway since commissioning

(e) Occasions for exceeding economical speed:-

HOURS FUEL T/HR DIST/TON AV SPD.

DATE

6th 2 3.3
Tth 4 2.5

8th 4 P
13th 1 2.9
14th 4 1.65
15th 4 Tal
16th 5 1ad
17th 1 18
28th T 1.9
29th 9 1.9
30th T 1.9
31st 5 Cal

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

6.9 21.4
T 19.8
Te3 19.5
6.65 21.0
9.2 16.2
9.1 17.0
9.5 16.6
8.65 17.4
8.6 17.9
8.6 37T
8.6 179
T.T5 18.8
CECRET

2, 612. 1
116, 406. 1

119 Hrs 12 mins
8,340 Hrs 57 mins

REASON

Exercise requirement

i

"

i

n
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DATE
1st March
2nd March

3rd March
6th March

Tth March

8th March

9th March

10th March

13th March
14th March

15th March

GUNNERY

SUTF

METRATEST

NGSCX

METRATEST

AATX

AATX
AANRF
MAX
METRATEST

AATX

SECRET

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - HMAS DERWENT - MARCH 1967

APPENDIX TIT

EXERCISE AND TRAINING

TAS A.I.0.

Voice Procedure

Voice Procedure

IKARA firing

Casex B3

Casex A4/5

Light Mortar firing
Demolition Practice

Casex A4/5 LWO2 calibration
Casex A14 CLAPEX

Casex A4/5

Casex B3

Casex A17

Entry Screenex. Casex B1

SECRET

E.W.
(2) MKX

TTX

MEX
NAVCOMEX 402

EWX 91

(2) MEKX
(2

COMMS .

(3) MEX
NACOMEX 401

(4) MKX
NACOMEX 401

(4) MKX
NAVCOMEX 401

Mww MEX
1) BEX
NAVCOMEX 401

(9) MKX
(5) BKX
NAVCOMEX 401
NAVCOMEX 417

(2) MKX

MISCELLANEQUS

WILLRANEL TARGET TOWING
Seaboat

Seaboat
WILLRANEL TARGET TOWING

Action Stations

Action Stations
Helicopter Transfer

Man overboard
Seaboat

Helicopter Transfer

RCDIG1074017
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DATE

GUNNERY

16th March

17th March

20th March

218t March
22nd Ewunw
 mem Match

28th March
29th March

30th March

31st March

AATX
AAVRF
MAX
RIX

TAS

Casex A15
(2) Casex A4/5
Casex B11
Casex Bb6
Casex A28

Light Mortar Firing
Casex B3
Casex C1

(2) Casex B3
Casex A4/5
Casex C1

(2) Casex B3
Cesex A4/5
Casex C1

A.I.0.

CLAPEX

Casex B1

Casex B1

(2) Casex B1

SPX (B)

SECRET

mlil_

——~—
N
—

EWX 91
NAVCOMEX 417

EWX 42

EWX 45
(2) MKX
ITTX

(2) MKX
RRX
MTX

(2) MKX

Note: Ordinary seamen training continued.

SsEORET

CONMS

(5) MEX
NAVCOMEX

(3) MKX
NAVCOMEX

(8) MKX
NAVCOMEX
NAVCOMEX
NAVCOMEX

(8) MrxX
NAVCOMEX

(10) MEX
NAVCOMEX

(12) MKX
NAVCOMEX

(8) MKX
BEKX
NAVCOMEX

NAVCOMEX

401

401

401
402
405

401
401

401

401

MISCELLANEOQUS

Helicopter Transfer
Seaboat

Measured Mile runs

Helicopter Transfer

Helicopter Transfer
Man overboard
Seahoat

OOW Manoeuvres

RCDIGTO0/74017
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REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - HMAS DERWENT - MARCH 1967

APPENDIX III

SPORT

Priday 3rd March HRugby v VENDETTA ILost 6 - 10
Friday 17th March Rugby v SYDNEY Lost 3 - 12

Tuesday 21st lMarch Rugby v VENDETTA Won 3 =20
Participation - January Nil

February 50
March 61

SECRET
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REPORT OF PROCEEDING - HMAS DERVWENT - MARCH 1967

APPENDIX IV

REPORT OF A/S WEAPON FIRING

(a) Thursday 16th March
(b) 1814 K
(¢) 35° 08's 151° o7' E

Scounbk |
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

MINUTE PAPER 18 -206 235
HMAS T e . Repurt{g7 Ernceedlﬂgs
LRSS
3,35’6‘351

Registrer

D of~R.D/D of P(A) DGFE DTWP D of C. DNAP-CONS DNI ) Separate
HPB DCNP DOA DNT DDM-BRS-- DNR DNES ACDC ACMD g Report
DMED—4CGTP DWE MDG DNAS AS(NS) (N5) Regtstrar... Circulating.

NOTES: (A) This report should be dealt with and
passed on promptly:

(B) On this file comments should be brief;
| if any matter requires comprehcnsive
treatment, reference to another Branch,
or apprmval of a Board Member, a new flle
should be raised, cross-referenced to this
one.

SECRET
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JHMAS DERWENT - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - OCTOBER, 1966

oy (HMAS DERWENT letter 901/07 dated 2nd November, 1966.)
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IT
AP 17/25/2
The Secretary,
Department of the Navy.
. Forwarded.
£s With reference to Paragraph 9 - AN/SQS 504. The
Dockyard has as yet been unable to repair a slow leak in the

towed body. At present, metallurgical tests and other aspects
of the design of sealing arrangements are being conducted.

- Type 667. The dockyard will investigate the

airconditioning system during the next availability. In the
meantime, DERWENT has been instructed not to operate Type 667.
A large number of modifications are outstanding and effective
maintenance is considered to be beyond the capacity of the
maintenance effort.available. This subject is being discussed
on other papers.

S With reference to paragraph 5, the reference to
Point Perpendicular should read Beecroft Head Range.

Wiy,
af(N2)
d o =
/) G LRI
| hﬁé%fi _ REAR ADMIRAL

’

Office of the
Flag Officer Commanding,
HM Australian Fleet.

15 NOV 1966 b

“w £ b ' D l
- : &
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N
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

- N \ag \,2 .
TELEPHONE: 5 E i-.i R E}* c::nin:u. 901/ 07
.'_J

H.M.A.S, DERWENT,
at Sydney.

]T: 2 NOV 1966

EPORT OF PROCEEDINGS -~ OCTOBER 1966
(A1l times Zone =10)

Sir,

I have the honour to report the proceedings of Her
Majesty's Australian Ship DERWENT for the month of October 1966,

2e On 1 October DERWENT was berthed at Dock Pier Williamstown
Naval Dockyard. During the day DERWENT was open to visitors as

part of Navy Week in Melbournme and approximately 8,000 people

took advantage of the opportunity to look over the ship.

A At 0800 on Monday 3 October DERWENT cast off and
proceeded for Exercise GUM STUMP off Jervis Bay. Prior o |
clearing Port Phillip Bay stations and steering gear breakdowns
were exercised to shake down the newly Jjoined sailors and ship's
company after six weeks alongside.

4o Due to bad weather speed had to be reduced causing
DERWENT to miss the first CASEX exercise. The bad weather
continued over the next two days causing many serials to be
cancelled which was most disappointing as the exercise was DERWENT's

shake down period.

De During GUM STUMP, DERWENT participated in three CASEXs
with HMAS QUEENBOROUGH, VAMPIRE and HM Submarine TABARD. Other
exercises included a DTFX with VAMPIRE, AA tracking and firing,
NGS bombardment on Point Perpendicular as well as AIO exercises
and EW calibrations.

6o Two members of the Department of Supply embarked for
the voyage to Sydney for Ikara Missile Vibration Trials which were
conducted satisfactorily on Thursday 6 October although maximum
speed could not be obtained in the prevailing weather conditions.

-innn/ T-l

THE FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING, -
HnMu AUSTMIAN FI-IEET| *'ﬂ-q"““qm

;r:ﬂ‘ DFFICER ‘;ﬂfﬁic?;,}g"T |

( = ‘? Ay
, < NOV 1968
F.": ™ . . - oy if

of t,le FT s

[ ' . o
"'"-i-'
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f i At 0645 on Friday 7 October DERWENT entered Sydney
Harbour where DG ranging was carried out prior to securing to

No. 4 buoy at 0954 to embark the Ikara and Seacat outfits of
missiles. Ammunitioning completed, DERWENT slipped from the buoy
at 1345 proceeding to East Wall Outer Captain Cook Dock where she

remained till Monday 10 October.

8e DERWENT was open to visitors on Saturday 8 October as
part of the Navy Week celebrations in Sydney. During the
afternoon about 3,000 visitors inspected the ship. The assistance
of the Naval Dockyard Police in controlling the crowds was much

appreciated.

9. Unfortunately DERWENT had to sail without the towed

body of her Sonar ANS/SQS 504 which was landed to enable dockyard

to remedy a defect which arose after a modification had been made
during the Mid Cycle Docking period. The jammer Type 667 also was
unserviceable due to lack of readily available spares and
maintenance effort. OSubsequent examination has revealed corrosion
of many electronic components caused by inefficient air conditioning.
Improved air conditioning arrangements were improvised and

installed during the period in Williamstown Naval Dockyard and it

is hoped that this will prevent further deterioration.

10, At 0915 on Monday 10 October DERWENT cast off and
proceeded out of harbour with HMAS DUCHESS in company. On clearing
North Head a rendezvous was made with HMAS SUPPLY prior to joining
HMAS MELBOURNE, VAMPIRE, VENDETTA, HOBART and QUEENBOROUGH for
Exercise RUN UP., This exercise was designed to bring all
Australian units to a high degree of readiness during the transit
t0 the exercise area for SWORDHILT and it also proved to be an
excellent shake down for the ship after her Mid Cycle Docking., In
particular the EW exercises were of great value as were the many
AJO and communications exercises. Two synthetic ASW exercises
including FARSEXs and close Helicopter control took place in
addition to light mortar firings and an entry screen through Jomard
Passage. Gunnery exercises included AA tracking and firing, a SUTOF
with VENDETTA and a NGS with a Gannet from MELBOURNE controlling.

An NEX took place during the night of 12/13 October.

11, DERWENT acted as RESDES for HMAS MELBOURNE on the nights
of 11 and 13 October during flying operations when she also
exercised Helicopter control. On the latter night DERWENT detached
with MELBOURNE when simulated KOMAR attacks were made on the
remainder of the force by MELBOURNE's aircraft.

126 At 1230 on Saturday 15 DERWENT was detached in company
with SYDNEY (who had joined the force late on Tuesday 11 October),
DUCHESS and VENDETTA for passage to the Willaumez Peninsular area
for the start of Exercise SWORDHILT, Phase I. After clearing
Vitiaz Strait, DERWENT, DUCHESS and VENDETTA refuelled from SYDNEY
at 0615 on Sunday 16 October and then maintained course for the
Willaumez Peninsular while SYDNEY retired south of Vitiaz Strait.

13, Phase I of Exerecise SWORDHILT commenced at 1600 on
Sunday 16 October. The aim of the exercise was to locate and destroy
S VICTORIOUS and escorts prior to reaching Vitiaz Strait. DERWENT
acted in an EW and WA capacity off Willaumez Peninsular that night
and with VENDETTA and DUCHESS in company transitted before dawn to
the Vitu Islands where she remained till late forenoon. During the

vs0eo/ fOrenoon

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1074017



forenoon many EW reports on opposition aircraft radar were

received giving ample warning of the approach of aircraft. The
group was located by a Buccaneer and then proceeded at speed to

join VAMPIRE and the USN destroyers TAUSSIG and BOYD north of
Vitiaz Strait. During this time the force came under numerous air
attacks by Buccaneers and Sea Vixens from VICTORIOUS giving the

AA organisation good practice. VICTORIOUS and her escorts were
detected initially by EW and a gun and torpedo attack followed.
Phase I ended at 2245 with ships proceeding to rendezvous for Phase

11,

14, The outstanding feature of this phase, as it was throughout
exercise Swordhilt,was the wealth of accurate information available

from the EW equipment. The equipment is difficult to maintain but
the results obtained so far in the tactical situations encountered

by DERWENT go a long way towards Justifying the maintenance task.

15, Phase II, the longest part of the exercise and designed to

exercise fleet units in AS, gunnery, surface attack and air defence
aspects of warfare started at 0600 on Tuesday 18 October north of

Vitiaz Strait.

16, DERWENT in company with HMS ARETHUSA (CTU), USS BOYD and
HMNZS TARANAKI formed an advanced screen 15 miles ahead of the force
until clear of Vitiaz Strait when she rejoined to screen the convoy.
VICTORIOUS, BOYD, VAMPIRE and CLEOPATRA then detached forming a SAG
which subsequently made an attack on the force during the mormning
of Wednesday 19 October this being the only incident DERWENT was
involved in during the passage across the Solomon Sea,

17 At 0901 Wednesday 19 October all escorts with DERWENT in
company were detached to passage south to Jomard entrance,

1?. At 1646 Wednesday 19 October you joined by jackstay transfer
with three officers of your staff from MELBOURNE and DERWENT
continued her passage to0 Jomard Strait forming a departure screen

with the other escorts.

, 19, Contact of a possible submarine was gained and in company
with BOYD, DERWENT initiated COMEX at 2001 carrying out three Ikara
attacks before losing contact. The contact was later confirmed
probable by the detection of submarine radar and was considered sunk.

20, MELBOURNE detached on completion of the departure screen to
carry out simulated KOMAR attacks with her alrcraft on the morning
of Thursday 20 October contact being gained by DERWENT of all
simulated missiles penetrating to within 10 miles. Afterwards you
returned with your staff %o MELBOURNE by helicopter transfer.

21. The submarine threat ceased during the day of Thursday 20
October while submarines re-positioned. Practice gunnery firings
then took place with DERWENT firing at a PTA target launched by
CLEOPATRA in the forenoon and carrying out a throw off shoot on
HOBART during the afternoon. Firings completed, units of the force
formed close formations for photographs and were subsequently
detached to task units as the submarine threat resumed,

2Cs DERWENT formed part of the CVA screen for VICTORIOUS and
gained two possible contacts during the passage south east across the

nnuta/ Coral Sea

- .
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Coral Sea, carrying out Ikara attacks until contact was lost and
ordered to rejoin by the Screen Commander.

23 At 1800 on Saturday 23 October DERWENT was detached and
proceeded south ahead of the force to act as an AD picket north of

Sandy Cape throughout Sunday 24 October, when aircraft of the R.A.A.F.
carried out surveillance and strikes on the force. ILWO2 Warning

Air Radar proved most satisfactory and it appeared that DERWENT
played a constructive part in this exercise., DERWENT rejoined

VICTORIOUS at midnight when Phase II ended.

24, DERWENT formed a screen on VICTORIQUS for the start of
Phase III. This phase exercised ships in NGS and convoy protection
from a submarine threat. Unfortunately due to a fire at the
forward observers position on Townshend Island, DERWENT's NGS
firings were cancelled and for the remainder of the rhase she was

employed in protecting the URG without incident.

254 The final phase, to escort the convoy to Sydney started at
1800 on Tuesday 25 October. The only threat during this time came

from submarines. Many sonar contacts were gained in poor water
conditions with echoes from porpoises and whales abounding., DERWENT

took part in two SAU engagements, whilst her EW Office continued
to give valuable information and warning about the threat.

26, Exercise Swordhilt ended at 1600 on Thursday 27 October.
DERWENT then took station with the force heading for Sydney, forming
up in column for the fleet entrance at 0800 on Friday 28 October.
After entering harbour DERWENT continued up harbour with other
escorts, circumnavigated Cockatoo Island and then bertead port side
to on VENDETTA at the southerm end of Cruiser Wharf. DERWENT
remained in this berth till the end of the month.

g 4 The health, conduct and morale of the ship's company is
satisfactory.

1 have the honour to be,
| Sir,

Your obedient servant,

(J.D. STEVENS)

COMMANDER R.A.N,
CAPTAIN
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H.M.A.S. DERWENT — REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - OCTOBER 1966
APPENDIX I

DETAILS OF STEAMING

(a) Miles steamed 8,174.8

(b) Total miles steamed since commissioning 102,444.7

(c) Hours underway 520 hrs 25 mins

(d) Total hours underway 7,419 hrs 30 mins

(e) Occasions for exceeding economical speed:

Date Hours Fuel T/Hr. Dist/Ton Av. Speed Reason
6 6 1.65 9,25 16,1 Exercise requirement
10 8 2.1 8.1 18,4 " .
11 23 2.0 803 18.1 . ,
12 24 2,0 8.3 18.0 . ..
13 23 263 765 19.3 " »
14 15 1.8 8.65 173 » -
15 3 1.7 9.2 16,3 R :
16 3 1.6 9.5 15.7 " .
17 14 3,2 6.2 21,9 " "
18 12 1.7 9.5 16.6 " "
19 24 2.1 8.0 1845 " "
20 9 1,65 9.1 16.9 " "
21 24 2.1 8.1 1844 " "
22 23 2.85 6.7 20,9 " "
23 14 205 T+15 20,6 " "
24 8 1.8 8.65 17.3 i ,j
25 13 1.65 9.1 16.9 y .
26 20 1.7 9.5 16.6 " "
27 16 2,0 8.3 18,0 " n
28 1 1.7 9.2 16.3 . o

4 4 L ﬁ; L }-
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H.M.A.S. DERWENT - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS = OCTOBER 1966

APPENDIX II

EXERCISES AND TRAINING

3 October Stations MEX AIO Voice Procedure
4 October MEKX BKX
5 October Casex A4/5 AATX (2 JMKX
AIO Voice Procedure
6 October DTFX Casex B3 and B1 AATX AAFX NGSFX
NGSCX TPX (2 )MKX NAVCOMEX 404
7 October NAVCOMEX 404 MEX EWX 91
10 October SCREENEX ARRX CLAPEX REL VEL EX
AIQO Voice Procedure KAC 132 EX
JYA Calibrations NAVCOMEX 404 (2) EWX 91
EWX 41 RAS
11 October METRATEST Radar Calibrations
AIO Voice Procedure Helo Control
ASWEX with FARSEX Light Mortar Firings (9)
SPX REL VEL EX KAC 132EX NAVCOMEX 404
EWX 91 EWX 44 NGSCX CLAPEX
SAPEX AATX RAS RESDES
12 October RIX NGSFX ADEX (2) SAPEX SPX (B)
METRATEST ASWEX with FARSEX RAS
NAVCOMEX 404 EWX 44 EWX 45/61 RAS (night)
13 October NEX AATX CLAPEX/ADEX SADEX SUTOF
ASWX with FARSEX RESDES Helo control
14 October KOMAREX Entry Screen SADEX NAVCOMEX 404
15 October RAS CLAPEX SRRCEX
16 October -
27 October Exercise Swordhilt including 6 RAS and 3 Jackstay
transfers.
31 October POC training for advancement candidates.

>
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H.M.A.S. DERWENT -~ REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS -~ OCTOBER 1966

APPENDIX III

MOVEMENTS AND EMPLOYMENT

Saturday 1 October - Monday 3 October At Williamstown Dockyard
Mid Cycle Dockilng.
Monday 3 October = Friday 7 October Exercige GUM STUMP
_ Pagsage t0 Sydney.
Friday 7 October - Monday 10 October Alongside Garden Island
Dockyard.
Monday 10 October - Sunday 16 October Exercise RUN UP
Passage to Bismarck Sea.
Sunday 16 October - Friday 28 October Exercise SWORDHILT
Passage to Sydney.
Friday 28 October = lMonday 31 October Alongside Garden Island
Dockyard.
- ANET
iy
oLUNLH
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HeM.A.S. DERWENT,
¢t Hong Kpng.

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - JUNE 196
(A11 times local) '

02 e
l-Jll §

I have the honour to report the procecdings of Herx
Majegty's Australian Ship DERWENT for the month of June 1966.

2e Excercisc SEA IMP was still in progress at the
veginning of the month and DERWENT had becn relieved from
screconing duties on USS YORKTOWN and now formed part of the
smaller convoy screcn., Later the convoy group and ASW Group
‘4! integrated and the combined force was subjected to
submarine, surface and air attack, During this phase the force
noved into the shallower waters of the Gulf of Thailand wherc
cubmorine safety r - strictions prevented the streaming of +the
VDS which, until then, had given a most satisfactory
rerformance., DERWENT was detached at 0001 on Sunday 5 June +o
rendezvous with TG 327.5 off the Condore Islands.

Ja The Flag Officer, Sccond in Command Far Bast Flect,
Rear Admiral C.P, MILLS, CB, CBE, DSC* embarked in DERWENT

by helicopter at 1400 on Saturday 4 June., Rear Admiral MILLS
attended an Ikara demonstration znd transferrcd by Jjackstay
w2 his flagship, HMS DEVONSHIRE, at 1630,

| 4o xercise SEA IMP was a rcalistic exercise which
provided a much needed period of intensive training especially
for the Command Team, the AIO and communications drofches both of

Whom hewever | #¢re obliged to work in two watches,
.iliil/sl

THE FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING,
H,M. LUSTRALIAN FLEET,

(Copy to: The Commander, -
Far East Fleet, :
The Flag Officer, Second in Command,
Far East Flect.
The Captain (F)
Pirst Frigate équadrnn, HMAS YARRA.,
The Captain (D), |
Tenth Destroyer Squadron, HMAS VAMPIRE, )

GHET
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5 At 0800 on Monday 6 June, DERWENT made rcndezvous
with HMA Ships MELBOURNE, SYDNEY, YARRA and VENDETTA to the
east of the Condore Islands., After fueclling from MELBOURNE,
MELBOURNE and YARRA dctached, VENDETTA and DERWENT then
escorted SYDNEY to Cap St. Jacques anchoring off Pt, Ganh Rai
at 1600, The ship's company remained at defence stations and
assumed Awkward State 2 while SYDNEY unloaded. Fortunately
SYDNEY lent a Zodiac dinghy to DERWENT to assist with bottom
scarches and this enabled DERWENT to contribute to the constant
boat patrol which was maintained around the anchorage.

6 At 0800 on Wednesday 8 June DERWENT weighed anchor and
in company with VENDETTA carried out an A/S scarch to secaward

of Cap St, Jacques, Both ships scrcened SYDNEY when she left
harbour at 1320 and escorted her to the south. During the
afternoon DERWENT fuelled from SYDNEY and at 1730 detached

TO0 proceed independently to the Singapore area,

Te At 0800 on Friday 10 June rendezvous was made with
HMS DELIGHT and both ships carried out an LRX and AALRF, At
1300 Clearance Diving Team One from HMAS SYDNEY was transferrca
by Jjackstay to HMS LOCH FADA for passagc to Singapore, A
successful SULRF was conducted against a towed target during
the aftcrmoon.

8 DERWENT carried out patrols in Singapore Strait
between Horsburgh Light and Johore Shoal Buoy on the nights of
10/11 and 11/12 June., These patrols were without incident,
There appcared to be a marked decrecase in merchant ship traffic
through the Strait, perhaps because of the shipping strike in
the United Kingdom,

9. After fuelling from RFA TIDEFLOW at 0800 on Saturday
11_June DERWENT anchored off Tg, Eelesam until 1540.

10. At 1140 on Sunday 12 June DERWENT anchored off the
castern side of Pu, Tioman joining HMS AJAX (D24) and HMNZS
OTAGO., The RFAs TIDESPRING, FORT LANGLEY and FORT DUNVEGAN
were also at the anchorage,

11, At 0645 on Monday 13 June DERWENT, in company with
AJAX and OTAGO (with D24 embarked), weighed and procecded to sca
for the inspection of OTAGO by Captain D), 24th Escort
Squadron, Captain A.G. TAIT, DSC, RN, From 0700 — 0800

OOW manoeuvres were conducted. During the remainder of the

day until 1530 DERWENT screcned the three RFAL and took part in
a Casex C1/A17 and an Air Defence exerclse, After replenishing
with fuel from RFA TIDESPRING, DERWENT was detached at 1530

and carried out a quarterly full power trial en route *to
Singapore Naval Base. DERWENT sccured port side to HMS MULL
g£3§INTYRE a% number 13 berth Singapore naval dockyard at

12, The ship remained alongside at Singapore until
Monday 20 June carrying out sclf maintenance. Therec was
insufficient time and spares to complete repalrs to L turbo
alternator, and arrangements have becn made for this work to be
done in Hong Kong in mid July. The defective UA8/9 acrial
outfit AYL was replaced and the electronic warfarc equipment
now appears to be performing satisfactorily. Ikara demonstrations
were given on threc afternoons and fifty officers from ships

in harbour and local establishments attended, Amongst these
visitors were Rear Admiral D.H. MASON, Chief of Staff to the
Commander, Far East Fleet,

:,CRET 11;1/131
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13, At 0725 on Monday 20 June DERWENT cast off and
procecded to the explosive anchorage off RNAD Singapore.
During the forenoon RN ammunition which had been embarked
from RFA FORT LANGLEY during exercise SEA IMP was exchanged
with RAN stocks held in Singapore. DERWENT weighed anchor
and proceeded to sea at 1030, A two hour aireraft tracking
exercise commenced on clearing Horsburgh Light.

14, DERWENT carried out Singapore Strait patrol from
Johore Shoal Buoy to Horsburgh Light ecach night from Monday
20 June to Thursday 23 June, All patrols were without
incident with the exception that a burst of small arms fire
across the bows was necessary to stop an unlit barter trader
at 0538 on 22 June., This boat was later allowed to procecds

15 On Tuesday 21 June DERWENT took part in Excrcise
Angle Iron., This excrcise wos designed to test the efficiency
of the air defen¢es of Singapore against a predominantly low
level air threat, The ship anchored 30 miles cast of Jason's
Bay and acted as a radar picket. The cnemy ¢onsisted of
Meteor, Hunter, Canberra and Vulcan aircraft., An RAF officer
was cmbarked and controlled CAP aircraft allocated to DERWENT,
This proved a most valuable exercise as it was the first
qaint air’defence exercise DERWENT had taken part in for
months,

16. DERWENT stood by HM Submarine AMPHION while she
carried out sea trials on Wednesday 22 June., An LRPF followed
by two AALRF and a live mortar firing were carried out the
following day.

17 « At 0730 on Friday 24 June DERWENT anchored off
Loyang and fuelled from a lighter from Singapore Naval Base,
The ship weighed anchor at 0925 and proceeded to Malacca
Strait where deterrent patrols were carried out in accordance
with FOTI 4104 Annex 'A', Patrols were as follows:=—

| KEMBUNG nights 24/25/and 29/30/ °
MABROK nights 25/26 and 28/43’29
AROA ISLANDS night 26/27
BERHALA ISLANDS night 27/28,

With the cxception of the evening of 29 June when DERWENT
encountered what appcarcd to be two Raum Boats while patrolling
off Kembung all patrols were without incident. The ship
anchored off Port Dickson on 26 June and 29 June to collect and
land mail,

£ 4 1

18, On Tuesday 28 June DERWENT made rendezvous with RFA
TIDEFLOW to the northwest of One Fathom Bank to refuel and
for the first time ever, two hoscs were taken, Despite the
different distances betwecen TIDEFLOW's derricks and DERWENT!'s
fuclling positions the arrangements were qultc satisfactory-
although a defeective coupling at the after position leaked
after sixty tons of fuel had been passed, and sprayed oil over
the quarterdeck and mortar well,

1y On Thursday 30 June DERWENT retirned to Singapore
Strait where a.patrol was carried out betwecn Johore Shoal
Buoy and Horsburgh Light that night. During the passage deowd
Malacca Strait an Indonesian BT boat was scen alongside two
small sampans in interna@%gg%liggiprs. There have becn

.‘1-... r--—-

v e s 1 1—-—

eessess/ instances
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instances of BT boats stealing Malaysian fishing craft so
DERWENT cirecled the BT boat for approximately twenty minutes
at a range of five hundred yards before proceeding, By this
time it had been established that the sampans were Indonesian.

waters qualified her personnel for Repatriation Benefits, and
particularly War Scrvice Homes, was received on board most
Tavourably.

20, Information that DERWENT's past service in Borneo m

21, The health, conduct and morale of the ship's
company is satisfactory.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

i

J.D, STEVENS)
COMMANDER R.A.N.
CAPTAIN
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HMAS DERWENT - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS -~ JUNE 1966

APPENDIX I

DETAILS OF STEAMING

(a) Miles Steamed 6,689.6 miles
(b) Tot2l distance steamed since
commissioning 83,442.3 miles
(¢) Hours underway 478 hours 01 minutes
(d) Total hours underway 6,209 hours 22 minutes
(e) Occasions for exceeding economical speed:
DATE HOQOURS FUEL T/HR DIST/TON AV.SP. REASON
1 7 19 8.6 17 o 4 Screening duties
‘ Exercise Sea Imp,
2 13 2.0 8:3 18,1 4 Y
3 10 1.9 8e5 17T 2 "
4 3 167 9.2 16.5 o .
5 1 1.65 925 1642 " "
6 6 el Te9 18.6 Screening HMAS SYDNLY
from Condore Is. to
| ' Cap S5t. Jacques,
8 5 2,0 8.3 18+ 1 Screening HMAS SYDNEY
| from Cap St. Jacques,
10 1 1.8 8.8 1740 Exercise Requirement.
11 1 2e5 Te2 20,0 Pagsage to Patrol Area,
12 6 20 Ol 18.1 Passage to Pu., Tioman
; from Patrol Area,
: 13 7 2.6 7«0 20.3 Sea Inspection of HMNZS
| OTAGO,
28 10 17 9.5 16.6 Passage Requirements.,
30 3 148 8.8 17.0 " "
cECRE
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HMAS DERWENT -~ REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - JUNE 1966

APPENDIX II

Wednesday 1 June

Thursday 2 June
Friday 3 June

Saturday 4 June

Sunday 5 June
Monday 6 June
Wednesday 8 June

Thursday 9 June

Friday 10 June
Saturday 11 June
Monday 13 June

Tuesday 14 June

Wednesday 15 June

Monday 20 June
Tuesday 21 June

Wednesday 22 June

Thursday 23 June

Saturday 25 June
Monday 27 June
Tuesday 28 June
Wednesday 29 June

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

EXERCISES AND TRAINING

Exercise SEA IN
RAS fuel

Exercise SEA IMP

Exercise SEA IMP
RAS fuel

Exercise SEA IMP
RAS fuel

omall arms firing instruction
RAS fuel

RAS fuel (Executive Officer)
MKX, RRX, MTX

MKX, RRX,
MTX, TTX,

LRX, AALRF, SULRF
RAS fuel (Execcutive Officer)

OOW manoeuvres

Casex A17

Live helo control (2 hours)
MAX, MKX, RRX, MMX

Full power trial

JOCOMEX, MKX, RRX,
TTX, MTX

Echo injector exercises
MKX, LRX
Air Defence Exercise (Exercise ANGLE

TRON )
MKX, RRX

Stood by HM Submarine AMPHION during
trials

Exercise man overboard

RAS fuel (Officer of the Watch)

MKX, MIX, TTX

LRX, AALRF, MKX, RRX
Live mortar firing

EW calibtration
Major NBCD exercise
LS fucl (No¥iyting Officer) MKX,TTX

Exercise man overboard
MKX, RRX, MTX, TTX

RCDIGT1074017
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HMAS DERWENT - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - JUNE 1966

APPENDIX III

MOV El

Wednesday 1 June

Saturday 4 June
Monday 6 June

Wednesday 8 June
Friday 10 June =

Monday 13 June
Monday 20 June

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Saturday 4 June

Monday 6 June
Wednesday 8 June

Friday 10 June
Monday 13 June

Monday 20 June
Thursday 30 June

-
=

CRET

ENTS AND EMPLOYMENT

Gulf of Thailand area
Exercise SEA IMP,

Passage to Viet Nam,

With HMAS SYDNEY,
Vung Tau arca.

Passage to Singapore.

oingapore Exercise areas,
oingapore Strait: -
patrol.

Alongside Singapore.,

Singaporce and Malacca
Strait’- patrols.

Singapore Strait 20 -
24,

Malacce Strait 24 = 29,
Singapore Strait - 30.
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HMAS DERWENT - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS -~ JUNE 1966

12 June

15 June

16 June

19 June

APPENDIX IV

o ORT RESULTS.

Baskethall DERWENT
Won 56 to 31

softbhall DERWENT

Lost 8 to 20
DERWENT

Lost 2 to 4

~ DERWENT
Won 13 to 9

Soceer

Sguash

Inshore Flotilla

USS GEORGE CLYMER

HMS AJAX

HMNZS OTAGO

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIG1074017



g | wffﬂET_

:%
|
N
&
~J
N
bl

()

:
!
'

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - JUNE, 1966.
(HMAS DERWENT letter 910/007 dated 5th July, 1966).

II
A.F. 17//6/2.
The Secretary,
Department of the Navy.
y Forwarded.,
Lo I have been informed that the IKARA demonstrations

given in Singapore were most successful and that senior RN
officers were impressed with the operation, engineering, and
cleanliness of the IKARA installation.

3 HMAS DERWENT has been instructed to forward an Appendix
in accordance with ABR 5016 Appendix 29A clause 7, "Report of

A/S Weapon Firings."

gﬁgazawf;ef

ADMIRAL

Qffice of the
Flag Officer Commanding,
HM Australian Fleet.

2 9 JUL 1366

SECRET
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I SNM—PRe—fAS (BG) PFAS (FM) AS (NS) (N5) )Report

Jeirculating

NOTES: (a) This report should be dealt-with and passei on promptly.

(b) On this file comments should be brief; i< any matter
requires comprehensive treatment, referen:c to another
Branehk, or approval of a Board Member, a "wew file ghould

f

|

e 1
SECRET Vs

be raised, cross-reforenced to this one.
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AL Separate

)
|
— PN A ) Report
DWE ) Circulating
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)
)

Dik s )
DNES REGISTRAR

NOTES: (a) This copy is circulated so that Board Members may see
these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

\

(b) The report will be given to Board Members with Directors
comments if there is any matter of special interest in
those comments.
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HMAS DERWENT - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - MAY, 1966

( DERVENT letter 910/007 dated 5th June, 1966)

----“--------_4—-“--“ﬂ--'ﬂ--#-_

AFA 30/10
The Secretary,
Department of the Navy.

(Copy to: Plag Officer Commanding,
HUM Australian Fleet (Rear Link).)

Forwarded.

(Sgd) V. A. T. SMITH

REAR ADMIRAL

Office of the

Flag Officer Commandi

Hid Anatralian.rleet (g%ag),
HMAS MELBOURNE, /o GPO,

28th June, 1966,

OECRET

e
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AFA 30/10
The Secretary,
Department of the Navy.

(Copy to: Flag Officer Commanding,
HM Australian Fleet (Rear Link).)

: Forwarded.,

REAR ADMIRAL

Of fice of the

Flag Officer Commanding,
HM Australian Fleet (Flag),
HMAS MELBOURNE, €/o GPO.

28th Yune, 1966.

,¢9/r/9) %
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CECRE 910,/007

H.M.,A.S. DERWENT,
at Sea,

5 June 1966,

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS » MAY 1966
(A11 times loecal)

Sir;

I have the honour to rerort the proceedings of Her .
Majesty!s Australian Ship DERWENT for the month of May 1966,

2, On Sunday 1 May, DERWENT was alongside South Wall,
Victoria Basin, Hong Kong, progressing a fourteen day self
maintenance period. During this time preparations were being
made for the ship's annual inspection by Captain (F), First
Frigate Squadron and for BExercise SEA IMP, By the end of the
self maintenance period the ship had reached a high standard of
cleanliness and with one or two minor exceptions all machinery
and equipment was functioning correctly.

I It was expected that on Sunday 1 May, local May Day,
incidents would occur ashore and consequently all.leave was
cancelled by direction of the Commodore in Charge. Fortunately
this was the only.restriction imposed on leave during the ship's
gtay in Hong Kong,. :

44 On’Saturday 14 May the Director General of Ships,
Royal Navy, Sii Alfred J, SIMMS, K.C.B., 0.B.E. walked quickly
around DERWENT, -

De At 0900 on Sunday 15 May DERWENT cast off and proceeded
to sea in company with HMA Ships YARRA and VAMPIRE, A
rendezvous was made with HMAS MELBOURNE south of the Ninepin
Group. For the remainder of the day the ship acted as a consort
and took part in some of the evolutions carried out during your
sea inspection of YARRA,

THE FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING,
H.M., AUSTRALIAN FLEET, (FLAG) ‘
(Copy to: The Flag Officer Commanding,

HMA Fleet. (Rear Link) .
The Commander, Far East Fleet, _
The Flag Officeir, Second in Command,
Far East Fleet. - ;
The Captain (F), First Frigate Squadron,
HMAS YARRA, f ;
The Captain (D;, Tenth Destroyer Squadron,

HMAS VAMPIRE,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1074017



6 A STYXEX was conducted at 0838 on Monday 16 May using
Wessex helicopters to simulate FPB's and Venom aircraft to
gimulate their missiles, Once more passive intercept potential
by UA8/O was lost when type 667 was operating., This has been
reported separately., It was regrettable that a major aerial
defect in UAQ considerably downgraded bearing accuracy. The
results of this exercise are not yet kmown but the exercise
emphasized the need for extremely close co—operation between
the defending units and the quick dissemination of information

in such a rapidly developing situation,

Te Before departure from Hong Kong typhoon Irmza had been
detected well to the east of Manila, It was hoped that Irma
would recurve to the north east bhefore the group entered Subic

% Bay but the typhoon held it's course to the west north west for
some time after passing south of Manila and it was necessary for .
ships to remain at sea to the south andczet of the typhoon centre,
The visit to Subic Bay was cancelled and DERWENT's inspection
programme was re-arranged, .Accordingly at 0830 on Tuesday
11 May, Captain G.J. WILLIS, A.D.C., R.A.N., Captain (F), First
Frigate Squadron arrived on board to carry out his sea inspection,
The inspection consisted of a number of exercises including a
massed air attack, a FARSEX with VAMPIRE as consort, and a surfacc
throw off firing against MELBOURNE, DERWENT towed MELBOURNE as
part of a series of evolutions, Captain F1 returned to YARRA
by Jackstay on completion of his inspection at 1700,

8., Inspection by Captain F1 below decks took place the
following day but divisions and inspection of the upper deck had
to be postponed, because of the weather, until Thursday 19 May
when the ship was at anchor in Manila Bay.

9¢ DERWENT anchored in Manila Bay at 1230 on Thursday 19
May. During the next four days concentrated harbour exercisecs
were conducted in preparation for SEA IMP, A number of briefings,
including the briefing for the two day sea training phase which

I attended on board HMS:DEVONSHIRE on Sudnay 22 May, were also
held during this period. No leave was given in Manila for the
first two days of our visit because the weather was too bad for
boat traffic, When the weather improved DERWENT's single motor
whaler proved quite incapable of transporting her libertymen to
MELBOURNE for onward transportation, let alone take them directly
to the shore, The visit emphasized what was already known, namgly
that DERWENT requires comsiderable assistance if satisfactory
arrangements are to be made for leave when the ship is at anchor
or & buoy,

10. DERWENT weighed anchor at 0558 on Monday 23 May and
procecded in company with other units forming ASW Group 'A!? during
CEA IMP, During the following two days concentrated sea-training
prhase DERWENT exercised with USS YORKTOWN, USS BRONSTEIN, HIMS
HAMPSHIRE, HMS DIDO, HMNZS OTAGO and HMAS VAMPIRE, This was an
important and most useful phase of SEA IMP, although conditions
became unpleasant during the night of 23 May as the effects of
typhoon Judy were felt, DERWENT took part in two Casex A174%Y,
one Casex A4/5, one SUTF and two ADEX, and in company with other-
units of the SEATO Plcet returned to Manila Bay anchoring at 1830
on 24 May, A briefing for the first phase of SEA IMP was held

on board MELBOURNE on Wednesday 25 May,

LI

11, At 0456 on Thursday 26 May DERWENT weighed and proceeded
for the first phase of exercise SZA IMP, In deteriorating

TR :/Weather
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weather a ;- -rpinse screen was formed outside Manila Bay and
later when the heavy ships had cleared the Bay, DERWENT formed
part of the screew on the USS YORKTOWN, flagship of Rear Admiral
¥.B. GILKESON, UL&,N., Commander Anti Submarine Warfare Group 3,
and for SEA IMP, CTG 319.1 or ASW Group Alfa, The wind forece
increased to force 8 during the afternoon as the force made
ground to the south west., Conditions were much improved the
following day and the exercise got under way. DEZRWENT remoined
with ASW Group A until the mid ocean break on lMonday 30 May

and by this time had been crodited with two confirmed -
submarine "kills", There were also at least two occasions when
DERWENT could have opened fire with IKARA, through use of the
EXDAT facility, at submarine contacts held by other ships while
they were closing to attack with short range A/S weapons.,

124 The VDS cable fairing was torn during Captain Fi's

sea insvection and for the first time = vulcanizing outfit was
avallable to effect repairs on board, Subseguéntly the VDS was
streamed for a further 78 hours during SEA IMP, under operational
conditions of manoeuvring, and no damage has occurred., VDS
overall aveilability during 212 hours of operating compared with
other sonars, was

Sonar Type 170 97;5%
Sonar Type 177 99, 4%

Sonar Type AN/SQS504 97;0% :
Th? VDS also obtained some initial contacts.

13; The health conduct and morale of +the ship's company has
becn satisfactory,. -

I have the hunﬂur to be,
oir,

Your obedient servant,

it T S TR

J.D. STEVENS)
COMMANDER R.A.N,
CAPTAIN

1Y (4~
o
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(a)
(b)

(e)
(a)
(e)
DATE
15
16
: 4 |
18
23

24
26
27
28
29
30

31

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

APPENDIX

Miles Steamed

Total distance steamed since

commissioning

Hours underway

Total hours underway

PORT OF PROCEE

DETAILS OF STEAMING

76752.7 miles

3970.5 miles

274 hours 59 minutes

5731 hours 21 minutes

Occasions for exceeding economical speed:i-

HOURS

3

5
s

7
11
8
2

9
11
12

6

11

1.7
1.7
2.1
2.1
2,45
2,85
165
2
2,0
teT
2,3
1.9

FUEL T/HR DIST/TON

945
942
8.1
8.1
Tel
6T
9,25
7.75
8.3
9.1
7.65
8,35

- - -—1!-.

™ N\ e

ol 8y 3 § o8

AV SP

1646
16.5
18.4
1844
19.6
20,9
16, 1
18,8
17,8
16.9
19.3
17.6

REASON

Operational

requirements

Exercise Sea Imp

"
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APPENDIX II

EXERCISES AND TRAINING

Monday 2 May
Tuesday 3 May
Wednesday 4 May

Thursday 5 May
Friday 6 May
Saturday 7 May

Monday 9 May
Tuesday 10 May

Wednesday 11 May

Thursday 12 May

Friday 13 May

Sunday 15 May

Monday 16 May

Tuesday 17 May
(Sea Inspection)

Wednesday 18 May
Thursday 19 May

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

MKX

RP Voice Logging Exercise
MEKX
MTX

MKX
MTX

MKX

MEX
BEX
MTX

MMX

1DCT - (1 Hour)
MKX
MMX

MMX
MEX

Navcomex 417
Navcomex 405
MMX

EWX 91

Navcomex 404

Navcomex 418

MMX

MTX

Officers crypto training

Casex A17
Towed by YARRA

STYXEX

RAS

Live helo control for HCO's.
Navcomex 404

EWX 58

SUTOF
MAX

Light lMoxtar Firing

Tow Aft- '

Man Overboard (OOW recovered)
Exercise Steering Breakdown
Boardi
FARSEX (Method B) with helo's.

RAS
Divisions

. — ™ I_-
! Foh I EE I
] # B —

Party Small Arms Firing

RCDIG1074017
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Thursday 19 May Harbour communications work up for
SEA IMP
Friday 20 May EWX 91
Harbour communications work up for
SEA IMP
Saturday 21 May EWX 91
lMonday 23 May ADEX
SUTTF
Casex A4/5 (2 houra;
Casex A17 (4% hours
Tuesday 24 May ADEX
RIX
Casex A17 (7% hours)
Thursday 26 May SEA IMP
Friday 27 May oA IMP
RAS
Saturday 28 May SEA IMP
Sunday 29 May SEA IMP
RAS
Monday 30 May SEA IMP - Mid ocean break
Tuesday 31 May SEA IMP

. e £ Y = e
Y~ount |
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APPENDIX ¥IT

MOVEMENTS AND EM--GYMENT

sunday 1 May to Sunday 15 May -
Sunday 15 May to Thursday 19 May -

Thursday 19 May to Monday 23 May -

Monday 23 May to Tuesday 24 May -

Tuesday 24 May to Thursday 26 May -

Thursday 26 May to Monday 31 May -

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

~ MAY 1966

At Hong Kong, Self
Maintenance Period

Pessage Hong Kong to
Manila

At Manila

Subic Bay Exercise
Areas

At Manila

China Sea = Exercise
Sea Imp

RCDIG1074017
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APPENDIX IV

OFFICIRS JOINING AND LEAVING

OFFICERS JOINING

Midshipman (SL) J. GAULT, R.A.N.

Midshipman (SL) P.A. HARDY,.R.A.N,
Midshipman (SL) P.E. HARLEY, R.A.N.
Midshipman (SL) J.M.W. HART, R.A.N,

OFFICERS LEAVING

Surgeon Lieutenant (D) M. DOWSETT, R.A.N

Midshipman G.R, BAIRNSFATHE

, R.A.N,

Midshipman P.J. BOBROFF, .R.A.N,
Midshipman R.A. CHRISTIE, R.A.N.

Midshipman T.H. COX, R.,A.N.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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From HMAS MELBOURNE
From HMAS MELBOURNE
From HMAS MELBOURNE
From HMAS MELBOURNE

To HMAS VAMPIRE

To HMAS MELBOURNE
To HMAS MELBOURNE
To HMAS MELBOURNE
To HMAS MELBOURNE

RCDIG1074017
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4 May

5 May

6 May

11 May

12 May

13 May

APPENDIX V
RESULTS OF SPORTING FIXTURES

Cricket DERWENT v 'B!' Squadron Royal Tonk
Regiment.

Won 5 for 83 to 9 for 81 declared
Rugby DERWENT v HMS DEVONSHIRE

Lost © to 11
Basketball DERWENT v HMS DEVONSHIRE

Won 39 to 38

Rugby DERWENT 2nd v HMS DEVONSHIRE 2nd
Drew 6 all

Rugby DERWENT v HMS SALISBURY
Lost 11 to 12

Hockey DERWENT v HMS DIDO
Lost 1 to 6

Rugby DERWENT v HMS DEVONSHIRE
Won 5 to 3

Basketball DERWENT v HMS TAMAR
Lost 36 to 39

Rugby "FAR EAST SMALL SHIP!'s CUP"

DERWENT v HMAS VANMPIRE

Won 18 to 13

SVINMING TESTS

Four cailops tested = four passed

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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requires comprehensive treatmen’. reference to another
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comments if there is any matter of special interest 1n
those comments.
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AFA 30/10 £

The Secretary,

Department of the Navy.

(Copy to: Plag Officer Commanding,

Hif Australian Pleet (Rear ILink).)

;i Forwarded.

2e I walked around DERWENT on 10th May, 1966, and

the ship appeared to be generally in very good shape.

REAR ADMIRAL

» 0Office of the
1> Mlag Officer Commanding,
| JC: Hif Australian Pleet (Flagz),
)

o

HMAS MELBOURNE, ¢/o GPO.

12th May, 1966.
‘ﬂB

i . ,I' 'I. L By L . I‘
= o
i | L\JM[.L
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( DERWENT letter 910/001 dated 2nd May, 1966)

A e SR AR WS S 2SES 2 SEE sk 2SS SN S 2SR 2 2gES 2 SEF S 2SI S 2SS WS @ 2WE TR T e S 2 e WS =S

AFA 30/10

The Secret:
Department tht Navy.

(Copy to: Flag Officer C ng,
HM Australisn Fleet iRnar Tdnk).)

Ye Forwarded.

2e I walked around DERWENT on 10th May, 1966, and
the ship appeared to be generally in very good shape.

ogd) V. A. T. SMITH

REAR ADMIRAL

Of fice of the

Officer Gannand

HM unt:nlian.?lott
HMAS MELBOURNE,

Gag)’

o
L
i

o
— gy
i
_—ug.
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Sir,

2,

~SECRET - 910/001

H.M.A.S. DERWENT,
at Hong Kong.

2 May 1966.

-—

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - APRIL 1966
(A1l times local)

I have the honour to report the proceedings of Her
Majestyts Australian Ship DERWENT, for the month of April

1966.

At the beginning of the month DERWENT was carrying
out the duties of guardship at Tawau, During the ship's
tour of duty from 22 March to 27 April a total of 29 nights
were spent on patrol during which 35 kumpits and jonkongs
were boarded and searched. It is interesting to compare
these figures with those obtained during DERWENT's previous
tour of duty at Tawau in December 1964/Januvary 1965 when a
total of 15 nights were spent on patrol during which 29
bnardinga were achieved,

Patrol vessels operated by DERWENT (on behalf of
COMNAVBOR) during the month at Tawau, were as follows:

HMNZS

HMS WOOLASTON
HMS HOUGHTON

It.Cdr, L.J. TEMPERO, RNZN)
Lt.Cdr. DJ. LOVELL, R.N.D
Lt.Cdr, R.P. BURDETT, R.N.)

SANTON

KD LEDANG Lt.Cdr., B. CORMACK, R.N,)
HMAS HAWK Lt. J.D. FOSTER, R.A .N.)
KD SRI NEGRI

SEMBILAN

KD SRI MELAKA

Lt, C. MAY, R.H)

gm. R. C.VE, R.N.)

KD SRI PERAK Lt. D. LOCKYER R.N, 3
RFA.GOLD RANGER kCaptain.J .G.M. COULL
RFA EDDYROCK Captain G. BAKER)
Ship availability remained high and except for HMNZS

SANTON who had a major fire in her switchboard all vessels
were able to carry out their allocated patrols when required.

TE

R

5 FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING,

H.M. AUSTRALIAN FLEET,

(Copy to:

—

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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The Commander, Far East Fleet.

The Flag Officer, Second-in=-Command, Far East Fleet.
The Captain (F), First Frigate Squadron.

The Captain (d4), Tenth Destroyer Squadron.

The Commander, Naval Forces Borneo,)

) ~-SECRET =
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4. I was the President of a Board of Ingquiry which sat

on board DEEWENT on Monday 4 April and Thursday 7 April, *o
investigate a shooting incident which had taken place on
board HMAS HAWK on 29 March, Other members of the Board

were Surgeon Commander F.J. O'KELLY, R.N. and Lieutenant 2%
Commander L.J. TEMPERO, R.N.Z.N.

5e Naval Gunfire Support Firings were carried out on
four occasions during the month. Firings on Tuesday 5 April
and Tuesday 19 April were conducted at anchor in the

allace Bay regior. The results of these two firings
were disappointing as there appeared to be a substantial
error for both range and line. To prove the gunnery systen
a callibration shoot was carried out against a dan buoy
target and the results were satisfactory. It is thought
that inaccuracies in the gridded army chart could account
for the poor accuracy of the initial salvoes., Firings on
Tuesday 12 April and Wednesday 27 April were carried out
underway against targets on Sebatik Island and good results
were obtained. The latter firing was a two ship bombardment
with HMS CHICHESTER. Both air and ground spotting were
exercised during bombardments.

6o At 1000 on Wednesday 20 April Mr. Neville Brown,
defence correspondent of the "New Stotesman" visited DERWENT
as part of his tour of the East Brigade area. In view of
Mr. Brown's stated interest in maritime anti-confrontation
activities he was given a briefing on the activities of RN,
RNZN, RMN and RAN ships in the Tawau area including liaison
with military and police authorities.

Te The civil aid project assigned to DERWENT was
comapleted on Thrusday 21 April. The natives will build the
walk-away from the loading platform to the shore. A
construction party of nine sailors lived ashore under canvas

for 14 days.

8 DERWENT carried out jamming exercises on 16 and 23
April, The intention was to investigate the performance of

the type 667 against a low aerial radar, to simulate

defence against a KOMAR attack. The exercises were carried

out using the RMN patrol craft KD SRI NEGRI SIIIBILAN 2nd XKD SRI
PERAK as targets, both of whom are commanded by RN officers.
Throughout the first serial the 667 was jamuing on an ahead
bearing and the results were nost disappointing as at no stage
was range denied to the target radar. The second serial was
carried out with the jammer operating through the stern and thie
proved more succezsful with range being denied down to 3.2
miles, A full report of this trial will be forwarded

geparately.

9. At 1100 on Wednesday 27 April HMS CHICHESTER reliecved
DERWENT as guardship.

10. DERWENT spent a total of 37 days in the Tawau area
which enabled a good liaison to be eatablighed with shore
based forces and for the ship to becone and integrated and it
1s hoped, an effective force in the area. By encouraging

.+ +es/eXchange
N T

5B 0CRET=
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exchange visits with the other services and as many sporting
fixtures as possible when in harbour, and at other times
nunerous banyans and fishing conpetitions the boring routine
of patrol was broken and the time in Tawau passed quickly.
However, general maintenance and ship husbandry has suffered
because of the need to be in three watches mostly at defence
statlons throughout the period.

T4, At 1100 on Wednesday 27 April DERWENT sailed for
Hong Kong arriving at the Victoria Basin at 1030 30 April
where she secured to the south wall.

12, The operational availability and current state of tic
Lkara Weapon System has been reported separately in ny 271520%.
llodified missile detection photo electric units were Fitted 4
the nagazine and handling equipment on 25 April. These units
appear to be working correctly and the handling equipment can
now be used in the Automatic Mode.

13, Whilst carrying out Ikara Missile Assenbly Room

drill on 28 April, it was observed that the drill as laid dowx
in Operating Instructions and Drill Book part 1, for reverting
to the stand by state from the action state, could not be
carried out., Initial investigations indicate that circuit
design will not permit the trolley to nmove to the after statio.
when the systen is switched to recall and a nissile is present
at the transfer position. Investigations will continue and

a further report will be nade,

14, The reliability achieved by both the sonar and MRS 3
systems has been most encouraging. During the time in Tawau
there have been very few defects affecting the operational
performance of these systems and a satisfactory level of
avallability has been nmaintained.

15, All radars and comaunication systems have been
operated continuously since leaving Singapore on 18 March and
have achieved an excellent availability record. Only ninor
adjustnents have proved necessary and the few minor faults
which developed are attributed to wear on the conponents
concerned,

16. The gyro coupass Type 5005 has proved reliable and '
accurate, but the AGMC6 compass is operational in only the

pure nagnetic mode because of an unserviceable gyro elenment.

It is intended to arrange for the repair of this gyro unit in
Singapore Dockyard during the ships stay in Hong Kong, and

to replacc the gyro unit in the ship prior to departure for
exercise Sea Inp.

17 A considerable technical maintenance effort has buen
cxpended on running repairs to minesweepers and patrol craft
in company while acting as guardship at Tawau. Both HMNZS
- SANTON and HMS WOOLASTON suffered serious fires while on patrol
, duty in the area. The fire in HMNZS SANTON severely damaged
the main switchboard but by rigging energency supplies to
critical services it was possible for her to proceed safely to
Hong Kong for repairs. HMS WOOLASTON was repaired with
tenporary cable runs and distribution boards and was able o

remain operational in the patrol role in the Tawau ares 53
return to Singapore Naval Base for dockyard repairs.
L YD) L ::' iilll-/18
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10% Throughout the month the ship's conpany has been in
three watches in harbour and at sea and there has becn little
to relieve the monotony of patrol duties. Frequently the

ship was in harbour during the day, usually from 0700 to 1700,
but leave was given only when the ship stood down from patrol
duties, on nost occasions each fifth night. Leave was then
given to one watch of the privileged leave list until 2300.
Men not on the privilege leave list have been given leave once.
In this way it was hoped that a reasonable balance would be
struck between the need to give as much leave as possible
without overwhelming the very limited facilities ashore., It
how appears that the ship's company accepted these arrangements
in good spirit. There have been no embarrassing incidents
ashore and their morale is high.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

}7 D Lz

(J .D. STEVENS)
COMMANDER R.A.N,
CAPTAIN
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APPENDIX I

DETAILS OF STEAMING

(a) Miles Steamed 5,802.4 miles
(b) Total distance steamed since
commissioning 72,782.2 niles
(c) Hours underway 412 hrs 6 nins
(d) Total hours underway 5,456 hrs 22 nins
(e) Occasions for exceeding economical speed:-
DATE HOURS FUEL T/HR DIST/TON AV SPEED REASON
1 7 17 9.1 16.8 Patrol requirements
3 1 1.9 8435 : " "
4 1 1.5 9.6 15,2 " "
8 4 2.0 8.3 18.2 " "
10 2 - 7.75 18.9 L L
15 1 1.6 945 15.7 : :
16 4 1.8 8.6 17 .5 " "
17 1 1.55 9.5 154 . "
21 1 1.65 9.25 16.2 " n
27 12 3.7 51 23s1 Passage requirenents
28 24 3.1 6.3 21.8 L "
29 17 2,0 8.3 17.8 " "

- 3B CRET =
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Friday 1 April

Saturday 2 April
Monday 4 April
Tuesday 5 April

Wednesday 6 April

Thursday 7 April

Friday 8 April
Saturday 9 April
Sunday 10 April
Monday 11 April

Tuesday 12 April

EDINGS = APRIL 1966

L-i-

APPENDIX II

EXE

Rl

RCISES AND TRAINING

Wednesday 13 April

Friday 15 April
Saturday 16 April

Surtay 17 April
Monday 18 April

Tuesday 19 April

Priday 22 April

Saturday 23 April

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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TLX
MTX
MEX
Divers exercised

TTX
RRX

MEKX
REL VEL instruction

NGSF
Voice Logging instruction

RAS(Fuel abeamn)
X.0, RAS approaches
OOW Ship handling
Voicex

Exercise
NBCDX
Exercise
Exercise
MTX
Voicex

Voicex

REL VEL instruction
OOW Ship handling
MEX

Synthetic Plottex

NGSF
MKX
Exercigsed lIkara crews

Voice logging exercise

MKX
Voice logging exercise

Janex
REL VEL exercise

Exercised Ikara crews

MEX
Synthetic Plotting exercise
NGSF

MEKX
Exercised lkara crews

4.5" firings against dan buoy
Synthetic plotting exercise

dJanex
Volcex

leaving ship stations

Demolition Team
Action Stations

o > 1 Sl O A R

e o.ee/Monday 25 April
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Monday 25 April MEX
Voicex
Tuecsday 26 April Duwnny Board for Midshipnen
MTX
Wednesday 27 April Exercise Leaving Ship Stations
NBCDX
EXercise Action Stations
MEKX
RRX
MTX
Exercises lkara crews
Thursday 28 April MEX
RREX
MTX
Exercised lkara crews
Friday 29 April REL VEL instruction
Saturday 30 April MEKX
NOTE:
14 Defence watches closed up from 1800 - 0600 daily
2, All RP's have been given a written exanination on

general A.Il.0, during the nonth.

- g o e
SLol I 1 ¥ L :
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APPENDIX IITI

MOVEMENTS AND EXPLOYMENT

Friday 1 April to Wednesday 27 April - At Tawau
Tawau Guardship.

Wednesday 27 April to Saturday 30 April - Passage to Hong
Kong vie MINDORO
STRAIT,

Saturday 30 April - At Hong Kong

Commence S .M.P.

e . = o
-CFI M L ¥
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APPENDIX IV

SPORT

2 April Rugby Derwent v Combined Services Tawau.
Won 40 to nil

4 April Rugby Derwent Seconds v R.A.F. Tawau
Lost Nil to 35
Volleyball Derwent v R.A.F. Tawau
Lost nil to 2

soccer Derwent v Tawau Police
Logt 1 to B
10 April Soccer Derwent v 2nd Royal Green Jackets
Lost 2 to 5

16 April Cricket Derwent v Tawau Cricket Club
Lost 55 to 163

19 April Soccer Derwent v 2nd Royal Green Jackets
Lost 1 to 6
24 April Soccer Derwent v Tawau Police
Lost 1 to 5
~-SECRET -
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APPENDIX V

OFFICIAL CALLS

Calls have been made as follows:

Saturday 30 April Commodore in Charge,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

HONG KONG.,
Comnodore F.D. HOLFORD, D.S.C.
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

A MINUTE PAPER

By D.W.kE.

To produce technically competant answers to the
problems arising in thesships requires time to collate
information and understand the system. With the present priority
task of PERTH followed closely by YARRA, the DWE staff cannot
allocate the time these problems justly deserve.

2o The Weapon Radio Officer's Quarterly letter and

the receipt of AS2061Z%do not support the gloomy view of Para.2Z2.
In fact, accepting the pressure the ship fitting time schedule
has caused on all aspects of introducing this NEW equlpment

into service, the equipment has performed remarkly well.

3. The problem of the CSTE and its association with
"gpparently" defective missiles is rightly in the court of
the design authority who have as yet not come up with any
answers.

4 . All other points listed are known and action is

in hand to alleviate the situation. A quick and ready solution
is not possible in many cases and I doubt if any change

will be possible before the end of 1966.

5. Para 22 and 23.

Fin test equipment supplied to RANAD Kingswood
was ex R&D refurbished. DERWENT's is pre production.
Difficulties were experienced in both areas and

the lack of complete and correct supporting documents(test
schedules, handbooks,diagrams) added to the difficulties.
Department of Supply have been made well aware

of these short comings.
The opinion expressed by Mr Heath in para 23 is

(4

DeWelle

10th June,l1966.
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AFA 30/10

The Secretary,
Department of the HNavy.

(Copy to: Flag Officer Commanding,
Hil Australian Fleet (Rear Link).)

B Forwarded.,

2 With reference to paragraph 21, experienced
personnel are available at Singapore Naval Base who
can assist DERVENT when her programme permits.,

—ZRTAT A

REAR ADMIRAL

Office Of the

Flag Officer Commanding,
HM Australian Fleet (Flag),
HMAS MELBOURNE, C/o GPO,

15th April, 1966,

SEUREL
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AFA 30/10
The Secretary
Department ar'tht Navy.
(Copy to: Flag Officer C ng,

HM Australian Fleet (Rear Link).)
| Porwarded.
2e With reference to paragraph 21, experienced

personnel are available at Singapore Naval Base who
can assist DERVENT when her programme permits,

:i'."ﬂ'f_i." V y 7
REAR ADMIRAL

Office Of the

Flag Officer Commanding,
HM Australian Fleet ( gg).
HIAS MELBOURNE, C/o GPO,

oLunk |
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SECRET i

H.lM.A.S. DERWENT,
at Tawau.

5 Rimsen 1966.

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - MARCH 1966
9 (All times local)

bir,

1 have the honour to report the proceedings of Her
Majesty's Australian Ship DERWENT for the month of March 1966.

2 AT the beginning of the month, DERWENT was at sea in
company with HMAS VAMPIRE on passage from Manus to Singapore.
At 0800 on Wednesday 2 March VAMPIRE and DERWENT replenished
with fuel from RFA GOLD RANGER off Tawau, and were then joined
bi*img SALISBURY who had been relieved as guardship, Tawau,
tha ay e

3e Each ship carried out an AA tracking exercise in the
Singapore exercise area on the morning of Saturday 5 March.
This was followed by an AAMRF. DERWENT was uhable to shoot
because there was insufficient time remaining after SALISBURY
shot down the sleeve. At 1500 DERWENT arrived off Beaulieu
Shoal Buoy and subsequently secured starboard side to number

7 berth Naval Stores Basin, Singapore Naval Base. The nine
days Self Maintenance period which followec e.iabled officers and
sallors to attend briefings on such matters as intelligence,
patrol duties, and security, and in general +to aquaint
themselves with the operational requirements of the Far East
Station. Perhaps of greater importance, the Superintendent,
Gyro Compasses stripped and repaired the defective gyro compass
which has since operated satisfactorily. A report on the
defects found in the gyro compass has been forwarded in DERWENT
letter 150/20/5 dated 29 March 1966.

s

4 At 1130 on Tuesday 8 March, the Commander, Far East
Fleet, Vice Admiral Sir Frank B. Twiss, K.C.B. D.S.C.,
addressed the ship's company explaining briefly the current
situation in the Far East and the part DERWENT would play

- during her 5 month tour of duty.

5. On the evening of Friday 11 March an official
cocktall party was held on the forecastles of HMA Ships VAMPIRE
and DERWENT. .

el B

THE FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING,
HM. AUSTRALIAN FLEET.
(Copy to: The Commander, Far East Fleet.
The Flag Officer, Second-in-Command, Far East Flec..
The Captain {F , Pirst Frigate Squadron.
The Captain (D), Tenth Destroyer Squadron.
The Commander, Naval Forces, Borneo.)

- SECRET =

SECRET
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6. The Flag Officer, Second-in-Command, Far BEast Flect.
Rear Admiral C.P. Millsy, C«B.; C.B.E.y, D.S.C.* visited the
ship at 1100 on Saturday 12 March 1966 and met the officers.

Te During the ship's stay in Singapore great interest
was shown in lkara. Demonstrations were given on three
occasions, the number of visitors being limited to sixteecn in
each case., Allocations to the dockyard and ships in company
were made by the Commander, Far East Fleet., In this nanner
forty eight officers visited the ship and it was unfortunate
that all those who wished to come (there were seventy six) coul.
not be accepted. It is hoped that they will come on another
occasion.

8. At 0550 on Tuesday 15 March DERWENT cast off and
proceeded to sea, At 0900 the ship commenced check DG ranging
which was completed by 1100 and then proceeded to the
Slngapore exercise areas. During the remainder of the day an
AATX and AAMRF were carried out followed by a Casex A14/5 with
HVM Submarine ANDREW, . This casex provided the first opportunity
for the ship's team to exercise Ikara. Sonar conditions were
suitable for the tactical employment of "Long Tom" and the
results obtained by the Sonar Control Room crew were most
encouraging.  Good "cuts" were made and accurate tracks werc
displayed on the attack console.

Oe At 2100 on Tuesday 15 March DERWENT returned to the
Singapore Straits area to carry out her first night patrol

which was without incident except for the large number of merchan. —
ships encountered.

10, Independent exercises the following day included a
surface firing against a towed target and a Naval Gunfire
support Firing off the island of Pulau Aur. At 2030 DERWENT
joined HMS AJAX for A/S exercises with HM Submarine ANDREW.,

| 11 At 0830 on Thursday 17 March the ship secured to
Bravo Buoy, Singapore Naval Base, for a compass swing, moving
alongside on completion at 1200,

124 At 0720 on Friday 18 March DERWENT cast off and
proceeded for Tawau for duties as guardship. The passage via
the Mallawallee Channel was made without incident ani at 1200
on Monday 21 March the ship anchored off Tawau Jetty having
replenished from the RFA GOLD RANGER before entering harbour.
The normal weekly meeting conducted by the Tawau guardship took
place onboard HMNZS TARANAKI during the afternoon., This
meeting is attended by representatives of all military
authorities in the local area and on this occasion served as thc
turnover for DERWENT.

13. At 0730 on Tuesday 22 March, DERWENT weighed and
proceeded in company with HMS DEVONSHIRE, wearing the Flag of
the Flag Officer Second=in-Command, Far East Fleet, and HMNZS
TARANAKI, to carry out a operational bombardment against target.
on the northern side of the Sabah/Indonesian border on the
island of Sebatik. This was a most interesting shoot and of
excellent operational value. DEVONSHIRE then parted company,
followed later by TARANAKT,

sasof 1k
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14. DERWENT assumed the duties of guardship Tawau at
1000 on Tuesday 22 March. Visits to Headquarters, East
Brigade, RAF Tawau and Special Police scheduled for the
afternoon were hurriedly postponed when it was learnt that
the Panamanian registered ship CARINA had grounded on a reef
to the west of Sibutu Passage in Philippines waters and
required assistance. DERWENT weighed anchor at 1430 and
proceeded with all despatch, arrving in the area at 1900.
Subsequent events have been reported separately. DERWENT left
CARINA the following morning to land her crew at Tawau,
arriving at 1430 Wednesday 23 larch.

15, Patrol vessels operated by DERWENT (on behalf of
COMNAVBOR) during the remainder of the month, at Tawau, were
as follows:~-

HMNZS SANTON ELt.Gdr. L. Tempero, RNZN)
HMAS HAWK Lt. J.D. Foster, RAN)

KD SRI NEGRI

SEMBILAN th. R. Cave, RN)

KD SRI MELAKA (Lt., C. May, RN)
RFA EDDYROCK Captain G. Baker)

Except for one night when HAWK was unserviceable
following the discharge of firearms on board by one of her
sailors, the operational availability of all ships for patrol
duties has been good and has enabled each ship to have one
night off duty in five. This also provides an opportunity for
self maintenance although in this respect there have .been
increasing demands upon the guardship for assistance. The
operational control of these ships, and the co—-ordination of
their programmes with the Special Police, Army and Air Force
authorities ashore is providing unusual and valuable experience
for DERWENT,

16, It is now the current practice for the guardship to
be allocated a Civil Aid Project in the near viecinity of Tawau
to be completed during her tour of duty. DERWENT'!s project

is the building of a small loading platform for sampans in 6
feet of water about one hundred and fifty feet from the shore
on the island of Salakan in Darvel Bay, The natives are To
construct the walkaway to the shore., It is hoped that this will
be completed during the second week in April. There has been
no lack of volunteer "jetty builders" on board and the project
has created a healthy interest amongst the sailors. The
construction party of about twelve will live ashore, probably
under canvas, and be self sufficient in all respects.

17 Because fire power in the Tawau area is limited it 1is
accepted that the guardship could be called upon at short
notice to provide Naval Gunfire support to our troops ashore,
To this end DERWENT during the period in Tawau from 22 - 31
March has carried out three operational shoots (two at anchor
in the Wallace Bay Area) and formed a good liaison with the
Naval Gunfire Support Observer ashore. It is intended to carry
out at least one bombardment per week using both ground and

alr spot during the ship's tour of duty.

18, The boarding party system of one officer, one petty
officer and elght junior sailors has worked very well. Drill
is now smooth and the boarding party has achieved a hisgk
standard of efficiency with fifteen boardings durismg the month,

sanll s
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19, Communications at Tawau have a bad reputation but
little difficulty has been experienced to date, beyond delays
in ship/shore traffic. The volume of traffic required an
extra effort from the radio operators particularly in off line
cryptography, but use has been made of Radio Operator Specials'
to ease the load in the Bridge Wireless Office while at the
same time giving the 'S!' operators some radio experience,

20, Apart from bombardments, there are no practice
facilities for exbernal exercises in the area, A continuos
UA9 watch is maintained as part of the air defence functions
of the guardship and it is hoped to organise limited Jjamming
exercises shortly but geographic limitations make realistic.:
training difficult. EDDYROCK is unable to supply fuel at sea
and ships replenish from her alongside at anchor.

2. A number of EW exercise have been carried out in the
Singapore exercise area. UA9 results achieved against
submarines have been most satisfactory. On one occasion
however, the jammer became unserviceable on both bands
immediately it was switched on, although S band eventually became
operational. This serial highlighted the unpalatable fact that the
availability and reliability of Type 667 is still suspect,
This may be attributed to lack of maintainers and insufficient

M maintenance experience,

22 . The operational availability of the Ikara Weapon
System has been disappointingly low due to numerous defects,
some of which can be attributed to design weaknesses, and
others to incorrect setting to work of the equipment. The
rectification of these Guidance Equipment defects has been slow
due to lack of spare gear and information, and also
inexperience of the maintenance sailors concerned., 1t was
disquietening to find that when ten Ikara missile bodies were
tested on 2 March, four were apparently defective. Considerable
investigation has been undertaken on board in an attempt to
discover whether the missiles are actually defective, or that
they are only incompatible with the test equipment, Thils
problem has been reported separately, but has not yet been |
" resolved. During Ikara missile testing, it was observed that
the Ikara Handling and Magazine equip%ent became unserviceable
in temperature above approximately 90 PFshrenheit. It was
eventually found that the missile detection phote—slectric units f)
were heat sensitive. This design defect caused a minor uzcecident
to occur in the Missile Assemble Room., When carrying out
loading drills, the trolley moved in the wrong direction
causling the nose cone of the test missile to strike the
umbilical connector of an operational missile. All missile
components were tested and found operational. Until these units
are modified, operation of this equipment in the Automatic mode
is not permitted (ACNB message DTG 220613Z March '66 refers).

23. Mr. Heath, a Department of Supply Field Engineer,
arrived in Singapore on 10 March to investigate the apparent
failure of Ikara guidance fins, when tested. After completing
the lnvestigation, Mr. Heath considered that test failures were
[due to incompatability of fin and fin test equipment and would
probably not effect equipment operationally.

sl od
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24, On 9 March the 4.5 inch turret. training re-

setter box. was replaced with a spare item. Replacement

of the resetter box only slightly improved the training
nmotion performance, which is still outside tolerance.

However the MRS 3 system should still be capable of chtaining
reasonable results, with present turret performance. The
defective left gun intensifier has also been replaced, and
both guns are now operational.

25 On 7 March the Sonar Type AN/SQS 504 transducer,
frequency V5, was replaced with a new transducer, frequency
Z5.

26, The health, conduct and morale of the ship's

company is satisfactory.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant.,

- P VT iy, . -
_Fl_d'l. e o .
a"r % >
,-"- = Wy e, A
1 o s b

/S e (3.D. STEVENS)
' .44 APR 1900 - COMMANDER R.A.N,
. \ ~ i CAPTAIN
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16
17

19
20
21
22
23
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27
28
29
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HMAS DERWENT - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - MARCH 1966 -

APPENDIX I

DETAILS OF STEAMING
Miles Steamed 5¢595.9 miles

Total distance steamed since

comnissioning 66,979.8 miles

Hours underway 385 hours 26 minutes
Total hours underway 54044 hours 22 minutes

Occasions for exceeding economical speed:

HOURS FUEL T/HR DIST/TON AV SPEED REASON

10 155 9.5 195 Exercise, Patrol
9 240 8.2 18.2 Eii:?gerzggirem
22 27 8.1 18.4 ent.
24 240 8.3 18.0 v

10 Tal 9,2 16.5

¥ 1.8 8.65 7.3 1

9 245 T o2 19.7

1 2425 Tol 19.1 i

11 2.3 T.65 19.2
22 1.9 8.35 : 3 | "
19 2405 8.2 18.3

2 e TelD 18.9 n

6 36 58 227

2 3.85 DeD 23¢3 "

2 155 9.4 15.9

2 2 .05 8.5 18.3 "

1 240 83 18.1

4 1.9 8435 17.7 "

2 3.05 63 21.6

4 17 9.5 16.6 e

oECRE |
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JEDINGS - MARCH, 1966.

5

H.M.A.S. DERWENT - REPORT OF PROC

APPENDIX II

EXERCISES AND TRAINING

Tuesday 1 March INCT; Jackstay Transfer; MKX.
Weapnn Instruection for Small Ship's Boardir
Party.
Small earms firing.
CLAPEX,
Wednesday 2 March Mortar Drill (1 hour): MKX.
GEOREF Imstruction to RP's
Fuel Abeam,
Thursday 3 March Mortar Drills (1 hour): REVEL Instruction{RF,
MKX; RRX.

IDCT (1 huur) GEOREF Instruction (HP;
NESCX: Interhal FARSEX (HP Procedures

Friday 4 March Mortar Drills (%hour); MKX,
RFX3; Night backdown approaches (2)
GEOREF Instruction.

paturday 5 March AATX,
MKX,

Mondey 7 March NAVCOMEX (RP).

Tuesday 8 March NAVCOMEX (RP).
JOCOMEX 5B.

; Wednesday 9 March IDCT (2 hour); EWX 91

NAVCOMEX (RP).
MKX,

Thursday 10 March NAVCOMEX (RP).
MKX,
RRX.

Friday 11 March NAVCOMEX (RP).
MKX,

NAVCOMEX 402,
NAVCOMEX 603.

Monday 14 March AS 1070B exercise (1 hour)
MEKX,
RRX,

Tuesday 15 March CASEX A14/4/5 (2 hours).
AAMREF,
MKX.,

Wednesday 16 March CASEX A15/4/5 (5 hours); EWX 45/41/42; NGSC™
SUTF.
NGSF.
MKX.

~-SECRET -
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Thursday 17 March NAVCOMEX (RP).
MKX,

Friday 18 March Quarterly Full Power Trial. X.0, Shiphandling
EWX 32

ME Dept - Fire fighting exercises in
Machinery Spaces.

Saturday 19 March Exercised leaving ship stations,
Exercised emergency stations.
Exercised action stations.
Major NBCD Exercise.

cunday 20 March Hands to Divisions. and prayers,

Monday 21 March Fuel Abean.
MTX; RERX.
Tuesday 22 March TLX.
WVednesday 23 March TLX.
Thursday 24 March 3 ship NGSF, NGSCX,
MKX,
RRX.
Friday 25 March MKX,
Sunday 27 March NGSF, NGSCX,
X.0, Shiphandling.
Monday 28 March X.0, Shiphandling
MKX,
MTX,
Tuesday 29 March NGSF, NGSCX.
| X.0, Shiphandling.
MKX,
RRX.
Wednesday 30 March X.0, Shiphandling.
Thursday 31 March X.0, Shiphandling.

= SECRET =~
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H.M.A.S, DERWENT - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - MARCH, 1966.

APPENDIX III

MOVEMENTS AND EMPLOYMENT,

fuegday 1 March to Saturday 5 March - Passage from Manus
to Singapore.

Saturday 5 March to Tuesday 15 March - Singapore, S.M.P.

Tuesday 15 March to Thursday 17 March - Singapore Exercise

ereas, patrol in
Singapore Straits
night 15 March.

Thursday 17 March to Friday 18 March - Singapore.
Friday 18 March to Mondey 21 March - Passage to Tawau.
Monday 21 March to Thursday 31 March - Tawau - Guardship

Duties. Standing by
S.5,'CARINA' p.m, 22
eand s&.,m, 23 March,

S ECRET
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H,M.A.S. DERWENT - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS -~ MARCH, 1966

APPENDIX_IV

OFFICERS JOINING AND TLEAVING.

ey

OFFICERS JOINING.

Surgeon Lieutenant (D) M., Dowsett, R.A.N, from H.M.A.S., VAMPIRE,

S ECRET
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H.M.A.S. DERWENT

6 March

8 March

10 March

12 March

13 March

25 March

31 March

SWIMMING TESTS.

Rugby.

Soeeer

Hockey

Soccer

Rugby

Golf

Rugby

Rugby

Soecer

SECRET

2> EOCRET

- REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS = MARCH, 1966.

APPENDIX V

SPORT .

Derwent v Vampire
Lost O to 8

Derwent/Vampire v HMS Salisbury
Won 6 to 4

Derwent v SMT
Lost O to 8

Derwent v Josylin Indians,
Lost 2 to 7

Derwent v HMS Salisbury
Won 20 to 3

Derwient v Vampire
Won by 18 strokes

Derwent Seconds Vv Vampire Seconds
Dwaw Nil all

Derwent v Dast Brigade (Tawau}
Won ¥ to 15

Derwent v Tth Assault Group (Wallace Bay)

Draw One all.

During the month 35 sailors were re—tested.
22 Pasced -

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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AMAS DERWENT = REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - MARCH 1966

APPENDIX VI
OFFICIAL CALLS
“alls have been made as follows:

Monday 7 March Commodore Superintendent,
HM Dockyard, Singapore.
Commodore C.W. LAWSON, D.S5.C.*

Commander, Far East Fleet.
Vice Admiral Sir Frank B. TWISS,
KIC IBI' DIS.OI

Friday 11 March Flag Officer, Second-in-Command,
Far East Flecet, Rear Admiral .
CHPn MILLS, CIB" C‘B‘E‘, DISlCJ*

Monday 14 March Commander in Chief, Far East.
Air Chief Marshall Sir John
GRANDY, K.C.B.y K.B.E,, D.S5.0.

Chief of Staff to Commander,

Far East Fleet, Read Admiral
D.H. MASON,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1074017
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uiﬂmghmita tomllythe m:dﬂ?;ﬂ:rm
| ittle arose ev - .
En“m' aﬁm:.tma + HMAS DERWENT did operate with Fleet units
and Submarines the Ikara system proved to be revolubionary in
that Submerines could be from "safe" distances. Using
attack information from the ship's own and other shipe sonar
and radar succecssful "kills" were made. With increased maintenance
e once and avai ability of spares the ITkara we:g:m system

1 be a great addition to the ASW capability of Pleete

13. CONCLUSION

1t is considered that when adequate logistic supportd
for the Ikare we gystem becomes available and when
documentation in the form of t$echniesl handbooks, corrected
"ag Pitted" drawings, ed maintenance cards, elc., ars
gsupplied, that the system will not be difficult to ain or
operate ln ships of Fleet. 'The results achieved thus far

particularly in view of the most adverse
mm under ;h these availrbility results were achieved.
Royal Navy authorities in the Far Dast were favourably inpressed
by the Ikara weapons system.

14. The delay in forwarding this report is regretted.

‘Bﬁ- o) Mo WARD e
WANT @OMMANDIR R.A.N.

COMMANDING OFFICER.
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MINUTE PAPER 18/206/612

REPORT ON THE IKARA SYSTEM FITTED IN HMAS DERWERNT
FOR PERIOD FEBRUARY TO AUGUST 1966

AS(N & for draft letter to Supply

%gwf§£§2;ﬁ7:
GFE - before despatch

(&n %w/ !

D - alter deapatce% /7/;

By DTWP

AS(NS) is requested to prepare a letter to the
Secretary Department of Supply, enclosing a copy of DERWENT's
report to Supply for information.
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*{ 18/206/612

The Flag Officer Commanding,
Her Majesty's Australian Fleet,
Fleet Headgquarters,

GARDEN ISLAND. NOW.

REPORT ON THE IKARA SYSTEM FITTED IN HMAS DERWENT FOR
PERIOD FEBRUARY TO AUGUST, 1966,

Reference: HMAS DERWENT's memorandum 448/001 of
25th Augnat 3 19 66.

HMAS DERWENT is considered to have done well

in achieving satisfactory system availability under
difficult conditions, during her period in Strategic

Reserve.
ZSeeretary.

BEFORE DESPATCH:

W%W

gpE” L B .

AFTER DESPATCH:

RCDIG1074017



18/206/612

The Flag Officer Commanding,
Her Majesty's Australian Fleet,
Fleet Headquarters,

GARDEN ISLAND. NSW.

REPORT ON THE IKARA SYSTEM FITTED IN HMAS DERWENT FOR
PERIOD FEBRUARY TO AUGUST, 1966.

Reference: HMAS DERWENT's memorandum 448/001 of
25th August, 1966.

HMAS DERWENT is comsidered to have done well
in achieving satisfactory system availability under
difficult conditions, during her period in Strategic
Reserve.

! %

M#—" C
I oecretary.
A

/
BEFORE DESPATCH:3 -
DTWP

DGFE
AFTER DESPATCH:
DCNS.

Ns SECRET
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

- N MINUTEPAPER 18/206/612

HMAS DERWENT - GWSF 1

REPORT FOR PERIOD FEBRUARY TO AUGUST 1966

Reference: DCNS minute dated 14th October, 1966.

hL. AS (NS) for despatch of letter.
By DTWP

In the reference DCNS suggested that a "well
done" to DERWENT might be appropriate at this stage,

2a AS (NS) is requested to draft a letter to
FOCAF referring to DERWENT's report and commenting to
the effect that DERWENT is considered to have done
well in achieving satisfactory system availability
under difficult conditions during her period in
Strategic Reserve., It is also requested that the
letter be marked to DTWP, DGFE - Before Despatch, and
DCNS - After Despatch.

. sl

§ November, 1966. DTWP
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= MIN UT'E"'J: PAPER 18/206/612

| HMAS DERWENT = GWSF1
REPORT FOR PERIOD FLBRUARY T0O AUGUST 1966

Reference: DERWENT's memorandum 448/001 dated 25th August, 1966.

wi ‘ :;FJMF?WM.
”M;MMW'ML; JW?
TZefre

J;GPE’MM&;

| a

DC] Domsenk A we abhucuda ok fd afige

RR,

Nﬂzd COorvu Denf - '/_L 9 haos A’W&__ Witz e
y/ f"\ﬂ“f o Doy of G fo frudeee K iw;"«f%”%'% et

O MI&#” Comutty, — end Telezak No D irelsale, sxel bailm |y

©) Conlofle qr,ﬁ%m7

By DIWP

The reference discusses DERWENT's experiences with
the IKARA GWSFl1l gystem during her period in Strategic Reserve.

| 2 It is noted that the availability of the system was
30% in April, 70% duringz Exercise Sea Imp in Mey and thereafter
remsdead=et obout 80%. The system was fully operational from
the time of departing Strategic Reseryve until arrival in Sydney,
| where all missiles were landed for inspection.

Je The major problems which were encountered, not
necessarily in order of importance were:-

(a) User and maintainer unfamilisrity with the system.

(b) Inadequate documentation.
(¢) Inadequate provision and supply of spares.

4. The excessive magazine temperatures mentioned in
paragraph 11 of the reference give some casuse for concern.

=

Se In conclusion DERWENT gseems to be encouraged by the

-

performance of the system, despite the many difficulties encountered.

6. DIWP is aware that there are meny deficiencies yet to

be overcome, particularly in the matter of logistie support and
training, but neverthelessgs the initial deployment of the IKARA system
in the Strategic Regserve is considered to have been a succegsful

ONne . DERWENT is to be congratulated upon the obvious effort
expended in achieving this system availability under difficult
circumstances.

T DTWP stuggests that an examination in detad
report should await comments by FOCAF.

{; September, 1966, 8 sl ' YLD
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- SEGREI* ﬁ.ﬁ1:{"’ -;i:*ﬁ“.
ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY \ fiij/)
. : 25

Segiatras ™y
o
bb

e

celephone: 4001 PM
35 0444 o
PW. | Al e OFFICE OF THE
FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING,
HM. AUSTRALIAN FLEET,
FLEET HEADQUARTERS,

GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W.
10 OC¥ 1966

No. AF. 740/52/53

The Secretary,
Department of the Navy.

- REPORT OF THE TKARA SYSTEM FITTED IN HMAS DERWENT FOR
= PERIOCD FEBRUARY TO AUGUST, 1966.

d

Reference: HMAS DERWENT letter 448/001 dated 25th August,

1966.
1 The following remarks are forwarded on the reference.
2e The inadequacies of spares backing, documentation,

maintainer expertise and design clearly delayed the achievement
of acceptable system availability. I consider that the ship
did exceedlngly well in finally achieving an availability of
70% to 80% in the face of these shortcomings. These problems
are well known to all authorities concerned and are adequately
covered on other papers.

3 DERWENT's experience with IKARA has been most reward-
ing, not only in highlighting the above maintenance difficulties,
but in demonstrating that IKARA could be made to work in con-
ditions which were far from ideal.

4 The comment in paragraph 6 is noted with interest.

5e Copies of this report have been forwarded to HIA
Ships PERTH, HOBART and YARRA.

/ﬁ Plase okfae Hlos Alls % 20‘& i$lac4fé1a mﬂ H s d
> Gk SECRET  op

I e R i
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Holi. A5 DERWERT,
at [Williamstown,.
2 5 AUG 1966
f
/ 4/ ¢
THE FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING, | Ve -
H .M. AUSTRALIAN FLEET, | ﬁ,/ 3

-

(Copy to3

Reference: AP 17/25/2 dated 23 March 1966,
hﬁw‘. Appendix of relevant reporis.

muanmﬁnmlhnwﬂuﬁtudhm
DERWENT?, for the period February to August 1966, while the ship
was serving in the Strategic Reserve.

2e All relevant reports, by signal, letter or defect reiurm

have been included in the Ap for reference.
3. The events and problems which were emcountered during

this first period of operatiomal service of the Ikara Weapons sysiem
m'h sumcarised 1:' t;ﬂ‘t:; HMAS mﬂﬂ %
i gk o e m"um!-mundmf”

missiles embarked having

| system. The system at the t of sailing was not fully operational
o e o e s & nay il pweebtaes
been insufficient to resolve. a

of allowed 8 had been provided before departure from m-n:ﬂ:.l

problems of logistics were expected and dld eventuate. While in

transit from Sydmey to Singapore, the Wunaﬂmu
mmmctuﬂngofdldlu_ MSVUs and it became
a;parent that certain incompatibilitups existed between the test
equi 4+ installed in the ship =nd the units under test. These
problems became the subject of high density signal traffic, mt
were not fimally resolved until a Departuent of hp;g representative
flew to Singapore to confer with Ship's officers. opjortunity
was taken this initial period im Singapore and subsequent
visits to give Ikara demonstration for Royal Navy officers. These
were well received and were conesidered very worth while. Shortly
after entering the tropics it became apparent that the increased
=5 ambient temperature of the Ikara laga andmmﬂmnniu|
L rs) o malfunction of the h_-:ﬁ.g equipment PE cell eircuits. This was
A58 reported, but before modification action could be taken, sn incident
ocourred during routine lesding drills which resulted in the test
migeile and an operational missile colliding. This was reported

&0 r:-\ esse -/ and precautions

LIEL, 'iET
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hondling and guidance equipments were investigated
. and
by design defect report jrocedures, mrz:m“ in Wnp:;.ttd
‘Tmﬁ tﬁmﬁ.ttar on replacement of the local oseillator valve
boing attributayle b Melnteiner sneod iner rroblens at this time
enc

th%p;d inadequate and inacourante d?fmt;;lm. ﬁm’?: pjiﬂn:dw

¢h coincided with a long od of patrol duty in a r

rollability,

Systen .ﬂ.l ' 'y o w d .
- arrival in Sydney im August ?“5..
growing e uipment fumiliari ’
:El. the .
a complete
gn arrival in

barges, was complet
reduetion m‘t.tu being ﬂ‘:o::

entirely due to the
ﬂr:fiumw of the de-ammunitioning party with

de aﬂ'ﬂiﬁﬂ material lens
éncountered during peri
under review are covered Eﬁghammmmnmdm':

sub in endi
- hm iﬂmi endix. General comments on these particular

All necessary has been taken to cover specifie
and these actions have been fally

----t/ 6e
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6. IKARA MISSILE AND HMSVL

All HSVU and missile failures were resolved during the

visit to Singapore by the representative of the Departmen
Supply. The apparent failure of MSVUs bateh 1 = 50 was n:uzfd by

incompatability between the batch and test ewui t. Vhen
to missiles they were found to function ear:‘:at o lissile gﬂ::u

were in the main attributable to test equipment faults., All
failures were however logred - :
(CR/AR) re s ogged and subsequently reported hy AS 2022

supply of adeguate spares for a

y Cannot be overstated. The supply

alte inadeguat

. oL VAU D .
on an wnfaniliar
In all some thirty

P .
a m.hapm system, while such system knowledge is not widely

misslle wing assemb
the Ikara aystem is
mmm ::::'

- a series Ikare system Morming Cuarte withgrm“
success, This allocati o~

Nouins Mo n of purely user function duties %o

accommedation problems,
11.

eess/ temperature in
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O C__,,RET

ftemperature in these compartments has been of the order of 95°l‘
and has excceded 1M°l' on occasions, The resultant pemalties

on Mureawa motor life are comsidered significant and worthy of
special report INO's staff, The use of (Quarterdeck awnings
almost permanently rigged, produced some improvement, until these
avnings dis-integrated, tut the only economic solution would appear
to be the adequate and air conditioning of these
and the Seacat 8. All missiles were landed on arrival in

nagazine
Sydney for inspectionm.

12l L A :.*._...g_!*i

s unfortunate that, during the period under review,
little opportunity arose to fully ev:luate the system. On the
occasions that HMAS DERWENT did operate with Fleet units and
Submarines the Ikara system proved to be revelutionary in that
Submarines could be engaged from “safe™ distances. Using attack
information from the ship's own and other ships somar and radar '
successful "kills" were made, With increased maintemance ence
and availability of spares the Ikare weapons system will be @

great addition to the ASW capability of the Fleet.

13. CONCLUSION

It is considered that when adequate logistie suprort for
the Ikara weapoms system becomes available and when documentation

in the form of technical handbooks, corrected "as fitted" dmtm
planned maintenance cards, etc., are qﬁiﬂ that the system wi
not be dirficult to maintain or operate im ships of the Fleet
The reeults achieved thus far are most encouraging, particularly in
view of the most adverse conditions under which these availability

results were achieved., aunthorities in the PFar Hast
were favourably impressed the weapons system,
14. The delay in forwarding this report is regretted.
W
(M. WARD)

LIEUTENANT COMMANDER R.A.N,
COBLIANDING OFFICER
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EETU letter 0166/114/02 dated 22 February 1966 - Ikara HATs/SATs.

Ravy Office letter 7 25 dated 5 July 1966 - Ikara Trials.
12 dated 27 July 1966 - Ikara Trials,

: DEFECTS 1
HMAS DERWENT ted 27 July 1966 - Ikara Missile

Pailures. copies of all signal references
HMAS DERWENT letter dated 27 1966 = Ihn)lﬂl

% copies of all signal references)
2 Aee ﬁ%’fﬂ. rials GW3/66 to 11/66 dated 10 July

AS2022 Serial No, WR 11/65 dated 18 December 1265.

" WR 14/65 22

" WE 11/66 4 March 1966,

" WE 15/“ W 22 " "

Do 1.1

« wgidfeE + -

" WE20/66 " 12 .

" WwWE21/66. " 23 1966,

" WE % " 3 1966,

.« WE32/66 " 10 %

" WE33/66 " 24

" “ “ " 25

" WE 35/66 * "

" n "

: .,%g -

" WE43/66 "~ i %

: Buge - - |
AS2022 Serial No, WE m dated 11
FOCAF message DTG 251046Z April 1966 = rt Ikara '
DERWENT message DTG ﬂiﬁmplpr:ll 1966 = 1tu:.m Rapogiﬁrm“

System,

LKARA SPARKS
DERWENT message DTG 271520Z April 1966 - Ikara Spares.

Cof PS me e DTG 180 - |
u_T Iwht‘t::gmi&/a 340Z 1966 Ikara ﬁml.

DERW message DTG 070430Z June 1 -
FOCLT macgice D10 1323403 June 1366 - -
HMAS DERWENT letter 41—2/ma§:u4 26 ;u: 1966 . "
HMAS DERWERT letter 412/007 dated 27 July 1966

-
—_ ———— e e —

L S = - — =
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mmm1unwmms 085 « Jesibex sl
Training of Personnel. 4 -

ihtld 1! Oc'tthr 1965 <« Ikara Tactics.

HMAS letter 78/001/24 dated 15 November 1 = JTkara
Tactics = ﬂanﬁrtl- / e

1611/8;
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DEPHRTMBI‘ET OF THE NAVY 13) ) 206 6 ’2
MINUTE PAPE g
2 ¢
, Report of Proceedings
2 e
5 /Z
}5 19/
REGISTRAR ._f?i
D-6E.P DCNP ACDC f—*ﬂ)
D/D OF P{4 DOA ACMD Separate
DTWP DMT ,,, % HEEGF .
D OF C P PN . dsi
:DNAP N NES DWE ) Circuls g
CONS DFSD ysd )
, DNT DNR AS (N 5 ) )
HPB DNES REGISTRAR =,
TGFE
NOTES: (a) This copy is circulated so that Board Members may see X

these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

(b) The report will be given to Board Members with Directors
comments if there is any matter of special interest in
those comments.
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" LeEORET

— DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

MINUTE PAPER 18- 206 6/2

-

Tl 4
Report of Proceedings

g ~ K-

lﬁ-i-"l-’( m-&#“;:f e L Lo *"‘"‘"‘r; P 4 4’4‘
i L <o M.H .“J-tt' ditcses ‘:'/ ‘?ﬂm /JI

‘L"z“t ﬁ?‘t{-{ L™ H”Lﬂ Wr.,d-f )i ,,-f: .ﬁflﬂ:-:-nt Lt
2 st R A.%?i/(f

1,911
N A,
& 8 AUG 1966
RUGISTRAR

or W SN —STo—PAs e T _ )Separate

\J 1NM N e LAS {'ﬁ'ﬂ‘] FAS (FM) A (HS) (NB) )HEPGT'[',

Jeirculating

NOTES: (a) This report should be dealt-with and ressed on prumptly.

(b) On this file comments should be brief; if any matter
requires comprehensive treatment, referance to another
Branch, or approval of a Board Member, ¢ new file should
be raised, cross-refarenced te this one.

SECRET ;

o o —

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIG107401 7



A "'l.._;_:_-".l *'h I I:"' - 4
- r!ir:‘“h d;l"'f##.i—

l'.._._...r_LQ:f.

a

Wl T

]
e

2

!

e

a
LR &
ol calle. el d

F -

i AT T T TR

P DS e

i

il
r=Rte y

i S

::- IIlllll
1I

o
3

f

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1074017



2

II |
A.F.17/25/2 Y, S8
The Secretary,
Department of the Navy.
e Forwarded. ?
" ol
24 With reference to paragraph 8, despite extensive

efforts by the General Manager, Williamstown Dockyard and

the General Manager, Garden Island Dockyard, this

mounting

proved extremely difficult to tune in the time aveilable.
Elevetion motion was successfully tuned but the unsatisfactory
training performence could not be corrected and was finally

attributed to a defective resetter ‘box.

This was later

confirmed by ship's staff and a replacement was despatched

e for fitting in Singapore.
results achieved. '

e ¥

[ 7cas

MWM

A S P Sl e
o s S s ﬂﬁ-'““
AS A PPUVS o4

~ BN Australlian fleet.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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REPUBT OF PROCEED] .__jézEgﬁl

(HMAS DERWENPletter 129/002/2 dated 1st March, 1966.)

O . 2 s O . O T e S e e e e O e e e e e e 2 e e 2 s s s - .

3l _
A.F.17/25/2 s h
The Secretary,
Department of the Navy.
1. Forwarded. ?
2
24 With reference to paragraph 8, despite extensive

efforts by the General Manager, Williamstown Dockyard and

the General Manager, Garden Island Dockyard, this mounting
proved extremely difficult to tune in the time aveilable.
Elevation motion was successfully tuned but the unsatisfactory
training performance could not be corrected and was finally
attributed to a defective resetter box. This was later
confirmed by ship's staff and a replacement was despatched

for fitting in Singapore. HMAS DERWENT will report on the
results achieved. ' |

3. Concerning paragreph 9:-

(a) It seems that DERWENT's difficulties with testing
IKARA fins were primarily due to the pauecity of
documentation and general inexperience with the

system. Although teething troubles are to be
expected with the introduction of IKARA into

the Fleet, it is believed that the above short-—
comings, accentuated by the inadequacy of
onboard spares and the unproven nature of
DERWENT's installation, present a maintenance
task which is to an extent beyond ship's staff
capacity.

For these reasons, it appears that the Depart- /
ment of Supply should provide a degree of tech-
nical assistance onboard until design weaknesses
have been overcome and the maintenance tasgk
reduced to a reasonable level. This is under-

stood to be the normal requirement of a design
_ B authority when a new naval weapon system is
S.r,ef introduced into the Fleet.
'xffff (b) A full report on DERWENT's difficulties with the
,g maintenance and operation of IKARA in the Far
East will be forwarded in due course.
J%’! o With reference to paragraph 10, details of the minor

defects occurring in the Type 5005 compass system have not yet
been received in this office. Dockyard Planned laintenance
Routine No. DY A1 was completed during the refit. The Dockyard
also stripped, checked, and tested the AGMC6 compass. DERWENT
has been requested to report details of the defects which
subsequently occurred in these systems.

| -.i. :' "““L"a ;"I; I' . _ | L ”W
] | 1 . 1 - f L - ' -
B b W S L ? -

Offilce of the AR ADMIRAL.

Officer Commanding, .
ustralian Tleet. _ = S
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REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS — FEBRUARY, 1966
(HMAS DERWENT letter 129/002/2 datad 18t March, 1966.)

II
A.F.17/25/2
The Secretary,
Department of the Navy.
1. Forwarded.
24 With reference to paragraph 8, despite extensive

efforts by the Gemeral Manager, Williamstown Dockyard and
the General Mansger, Garden Island Dockyard, this mounting
roved extremely difficult to tune in the time available.
Elevation motion was successfully tuned but the unsatisfactory
training performance could not be corrected and was finally
attrihutaﬂ to a defective resetter box. This was later
confirmed by ship's staff and a replacement was despatched
for fitting in Singupnru. HMAS BERWEHT will report on the
results achiecved.

3. Concerning paragraph 9:-

(a) It seems that DERWENT's difficulties with testing
IKARA fins were primarily due to the paucity of
documentation and general inexperience with the
system. Although teething troubles are to be
expected with the introduction of IKARA into
the Fleet, it is believed that the above short-
comings, accuntuatld by the inadequacy of
onboard spares and the unproven nature of
DERWENT's installation, present a maintenance
task which is to an extent beyord ship's staff
capacity.

For these reasons, it appears that the Depart-
ment of Supply should provide a degree of tech-
nical assistance onboard until design weaknesses
have been overcome and the maintenance task
reduced to a reasonable level. This is under-
stood to be the normal requirement of a design
authority when a new naval weapon system is
introduced into the Fleet.

(b) A full report on DERWENT's difficulties with the
maintenance and operation of IKARA in the Far
East will be forwarded in due course.

4. With reference to paragraph 10, details of the minor
defects occurring in the Type 5005 compass system have not yet
been runtivud in this office. Dockyard Planned Maintenance
Routine No. DY A1 was completed during the refit. The Dockyard
also stripped, checked, aﬁd tested the AGMC6 compass. DERWENT
has been rqunuttd t0 report details of the defects which
subsequently ocecurred in these systems.

Office of the REAR ADMIRAL.
g%pq Officer Camnanding

smcbaen 4 o ':—-u-ﬂt-_ - e e ———
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HM.A.S5. DERWENT,
at Sea.

1s’ March 1966.

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS = FIBRUARY 1966
( A1l times local )

oir,

I have the honour to report the proccedings of Her
Majesty's Australian Ship DERWENT, for the month of February

1966,

25 At 0830 Tuesday 1st February DERWENT cast off from
the Fitting Out Wharf, Garden Island, and proceeded to sea

in company with HMA Ships MELBOURNE, YARRA, VANTZ.iE and
PARRAMATTA., On clearing the Heads VAMPIRE and DERWENT were
detached to area NV South where both ships conducted a
surface throw off firing.

3e At 1400 on Tuesday 1st February YARRA, VAMPIRE and
DERWENT commenced the Longex phase of JUC 60. LONGEX was
designed primarily to exercise ships and aircraf? in offensive
operations against submarines in a focal area. It also
included a short convoy transit with an opposed entry into
Jervis Bay. The exercise lasted 48 hours and each ship in turn
assumed the responsibilities of Officer in Tactical Command.
DERWENT was allocated the final period which included the
opposed entry. LONGEX was, in fact, DERWENT's anti submarine
work-up, as delays in the trials programme had caused
cancellation of the majority of the CASEXs which are the normal
preliminary to an exercise of this type. In spite of this the
Action Information organization was able to meet the many
problems associated with the control of long range maritime
aircraft, helicopters and ships. This can be auvtributed to the
| experience of the personnel remaining from the previous
commission, and a full synthetic pre work-up training programme.

4, At 0956 on Wednesday 2nd February you arrived on
board by helicopter. Having walked around DERWENT informally
you departed at 1405.

o LONGEX ended at 1335 on Thursday 3rd February and
DERWENT anchored in Jervis Bay at 1430 in company with YARRA
and VAMPIRE. During th: afternoon the ship's armed boarding
party was exercised, persomnnel from MELBOURNE acting as the
cnemy, An opposed Operation Awkward took place in the evening
2lthough poor wcather restricted the attackers to swimming

on the surface to exercise lookouts.

v

THE FLAG OFFICIR COMMANDING,
H JM. AUSTRALIAN FLEET.

(Copy to: The Commander, Far East Fleet.
The Flag Officer, Second in Command;
Par East Fleet,
The Captain iF;, First Frigate Squadron.
The Captain (D), Tenth Destroyer Squadron.)
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6. At 2300 YARRA, VAMPIRE and DERWENT weighed and
proceeded to conduct a dawn encounter exercise off Jervis Bay.
This took place at 0340 on Friday 4th February and concluded
with the firing of a torpedo by VAMPIRE at DERWENT. After an
SPX/RIX, DERWENT refuelled from HMAS SUPPLY. It was then
intended to fire 3 practice Seacat missiles and one warhead
missile at a PTA, but because of a failure in the PTA hold
height control only one practice missile was fired. This
appeared to be satigfactorye '

-

Te The ship returned to Sydney, securing alongside the
0oil wharf, Garden Island at 2000,

8. From the 4th to the 16th February DERWENT remained
alongside at Garden Island progressing self maintenance.and
storing ship in preparation for the forthcoming tour of duty

in the Strategic Reserve. The Ikara computer Harbour Acceptance
trials were twice repeated during thils period. The safety
firing cam of the 4.5" turret was recut and attempts were made
to0 improve the standard of tuning of both training and elévation
motions. Only the elevation motion was completed in time,
however. Consequently two officers from Garden Island dockyard
sailed with the ship to Manus by which time the fault in
training had been located in the resetter box. Unfortunately
this defect can not be remedied on board. In the meantime &
defective intensifier has put the left gun out of action. It

is expected that both the resetter box and the intensifier will
be replaced in Singapore.

Qe Testing of Ikara missile fins started in the latter
part of the month and it was disquieting to find that the first
three fins tested were outside allowed tolerances. This was
reported and by direction a further three fins were tested.
They al@o failed and the remaining fins have not been tested
pending further investigation by the establishments concerned.

10, You visited the ship and addressed the Ship's Company
at 1440 on Thursday 10th February departing at 1455.

114 DERWENT topped up with ammunition and embarked

Tkara missiles at a buoy on Monday 14th February returning
alongside Garden Island at 1530, On this day I had the honour
to be present when you entertained His Excellency, the
Governor of New South Wales, Sir Roden Cutler, V.¢., K.C.M.G.,

on board your flag.ship, HMAS MELBOURNE.

12, At 0950 on Thursday 17th February DERWENT cast off
from the Cruiser Wharf and proceeded for duties in the
Strategic Reserve. Approximately 120 relatives and friends of
the Ship's Company gave the ship a damp but fond farewell.
DERWENT was to have carried out check runs over the degaussing
range before leaving harbour but because of a gyro failure and
the proximity of the shore, which affected the AGMC6, it was
considered unwise to continue, and after one run over the
range the serial was cancelled. The gyro compass has given
trouble throughout the month. The gyro unit of the AGMCO
failed later and thro lack of a spare this compass now provides
raw magnetic cours@S only. Both these matters have been
'repurteﬁ separately., Rendezvous was made with VAMPIRE on l}
clearing Sydney Heads and both ships set course for Jomard
Passage.

wiilis
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13 On the night of 17th February a repeat trial to assess
the perforui-nce of Typa 667 jammer in screcning a consort

sgainst high level airborne X - band radar was carried out.

Other units participating were VAMPIRE and a Boeing 727 aircraft.
fhils trial was considered successful, and a full report will

be forwarded by the Captain, HMAS WATSON. Unfortunately

vquipment defects caused some loss of time but the new jammer
velve and it's associated modification operated very successfully.
Another aim of this trial was to determine the maximum detection
range of UA9 against this type of radar., Marginal radar
conditions reduced the UA9 detection ranges below those previously
obtailned and no evaluation of maximum detection range in good
conditions was possible.

14, The passage in company with VAMPIRE from Sydney to
ilnus was without incident except perhaps for the amount of rain
which was encountered. Maximum value was made of the time in
cjlpany and cexercises including OOW manoeuvres, towing whilst
gxercising boarding parties, SPK/ELX. small anms firing practice,
varied comnmunications exercises and 1nternal drills were carried
ouvte

15 Two EWX 42's and four EWX 57's were conducted in
2ddition to a number of EWX 81 switch net procedure exercises.
The first EWX 42 was used to establish the maximum detection
ranges of UA8/9, and the self screening ranges achieved by

Type 667 against surface warhing radars, For the second EWX 42
VAMPIRE!'s gunnery radars were the targets. The information
galned from these exercises had not been satisfactorily
¢stablished previously through lack of opportunity, and have thus
orovided invaluable data for the optimum tactical use of
LERWENT!'s EW equipment. The four EWX 57's have provided
cxcellent operator training on Type 667. Twenty four hours
Jamming time has enabled the entire ROS complement to achieve a
very satisfactory proficiency in the use of the jammer. On
completion of each EWX 57 a self screening range trial was
conducted on Type 275 and 262 radars as VAMPIRE closed to resune
station. ne 1lmproved results achieved during each exercise
ciiphasised the need for this amount of training time if the full
potential of the equipment is to be exploited.

16, DERWENT secured alongside VAMPIRE at HMAS TARANGAU
wharf at 0810 on Thursday 24th Pebruary. A full sporting and
soclal programme was arranged and the visit provided a most
welcome break. Details of sporting fixtures are shown in
Apopendix IV, The small ships boarding party was exercised
against personnel from TARANGAU. This was a realistic exercise
which provided excellent training.

17 DERWENT cast off and proceeded in company with
VﬁLETRE at 0750 on Friday 25th February. Ixercises continued
while on passage to Tawau,

-.'.'/18
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18. DERWENT chopped to the operational command of
Commander, Far East Fleet, at 271801.

19. The health, conduct and morale of the Ship's
Company is satisfactory.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

4 D —i' f:‘:.n Y o T N

4J.D. STEVENS )
COMMANDER R .A.N.
CAPTAIN

~SECRET=
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APPENDIX L

DETAILS OF STEAMING

(a)
(b)
()
(d)
(e)

DATE

g5k N vk

17
18

19
20
21
22
23
25

2T
28

Miles Steamed:-—

Total distance steamed since Commissioning

Hours underway

Total hours underway

Occasions of exceeding economical specd:=-

HOURS

10
18
12

T

o

~l &~ N

23

15
23
23
12
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DIST/TON

9,2
BT
9.1
8e3

9.3
9.5

9.7
9.7
9.7
9.6
945
8435
8.65
9.25
9445

AV .SPEED

16.4
17.1
16.8
17.8

16,0
15.4

15.2
151
15,1
152
15.3
177
173
16.2
155

5.4,896.0 liles
61,3683.9 miles
329 hours 14 mins.
4658 hours 56 mins.

REASCN

Longex
Longex
Longex

BExercise
Requirements.

Passage and
Exercise

Requirements
on route i

"

"

"

i

"

H

"

I
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APPENDIX II

EXERCISE AND TRAINING

SEAMANSHIP AND GENERAL

Tow Aft (1)

Fuel Abeam (1)

Seaboat Exercised (4)
Exercised Man Overboard (4)

X.0. in charge leaving wharf (1)
Action Stations (2)

Darken Ship (3)

Exercise Boarding Party (43
Defence Stations (12 Hours
Steering Breakduwn.€3;
Uni~foxer Streamed (3
RAS Approaches (1)

RAS Approaches by X.0. 513
RAS Approaches by N.O. (1
General Drills (3 Hours)

GUNNERY

Seacat Firing (1)

RIX (28

NGSCX (2)

Small arms instruction including firing at splash target (4 Hours)
Rocket Firings.

148,

Demolition Practice
IDCT (4 Hours)
Mortar Drill (3 Hours)
FARSEX (2 hours)

| SSTX (1 hour)

NAV., AND AIO

Radar Calibration (2)

RP's Voicex (12 hours)

RP's Relvel Instruction (12 hoursg)
CLAPEX (2)

SPX (13)

OOW manoeuvres (2 hours)

FARSEX (2 hours

Air Defence Exercise (1 Hour)
IFF/SIF Trial Ez hnurs;

oynthetic SFX (3 hours

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1074017
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APPENDIX III

OFFICERS JOINING AND LEAVING

UFFICERS JOLNING

il . S

Surg. Lieutenant J.H. PASSEHL, R.A.N. from HMAS CERBERUS

Midshipmean (SL) M.G. HIGGINS, R.A.N, from HMAS SYDNEY

OFPFICERS LEAVING

Sub. Lieutenant J.H. HAZELL, R.A.N. to RAAF Academy, Point Cook.
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APPEND.

SPORT

[X 1V

All games played at Manus on 24th February 1966.

CRICKET: DERWENT/VAMPIRE
Won 90 to 25
BASKETBALL: DERWENT
Lost 19 to 40
SOCCERs DERWENT
Lost O to 6
DERWENT/VAMPIRE
Won 1 to ©

Y

VOLLEYBALL: DERWENT

Won 2 to 1
SOFTBALL: DERWENT

Lost 9 to 22

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

v

TARANGAD

VAMPIRE

P.JN.G,

P.N.G.
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(HMAS DERWENT/letter 129/002/2 dated 8th February, 1966)

b 4 1
A.F. 35/26.
The Secretary,
Department of the Navy.
1o Forwarded for information.
2e DERWENT has had a particularly busy month

and has done well to achieve as much as she has.

3. This Report of Proceedings has been upgraded
to SECRET because of the operational results quoted in

paragraphs 21 and 22.

,,Z«/]‘/ . /ﬁfdz::f

L
. REAR ADMIRAL

SECRET
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HMAS DERWENT - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS ~ JAN

(HMAS DERWENT letter 129/002/2 dated 8th Pebruary, 1966)
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II
A.P. 35/26,
The Secretary,
Department of the Navy.
1. Forwarded for information.
2 DERVENT has had a particularly busy month

and has done well to achieve as much &8 she has.

3. This Heport of Proceedings has been upgraded
to SECRET because of the operational results quoted in

paragraphs 21 and 22.

Oftiagrgf the
Flag cer Commanding,
HM Australian Fleet.

"+ .H I r b ”!—1*.?

SECRET

— ——
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SECRET

HI-IIAII Sl DERW'
at Sydney.

- 8 FEB 1366

THE FLAG OFFICER COMMVANDING,
H.M. AUSTRALIAN FLEET.

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

The delay in forwarding this Report is regrettedo

Sgd. 5. D. STEVENS

(J.D. STEVENS)
COMMANDER R.A.N.
CAPTAIN
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GG-F-‘-F-I-E:-EH-HAL re. N 129,/002/2

SEGRET

HoM.A.S. DERWENT,
at Sydney.

1366
THE FLAG OFFICER COMVANDING,
H.M. AUSTRALIAN FLEET.
REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

The delay in forwarding this Report is regretted.

1) £bvinn

J.D. STEVENS)
COMMANDER R.A.N.

CAPTAIN
\OE R CO "'V? |
ot M%ﬁ

&
F L9 FEB 1966 g
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

IN REPLY

ot HHEEMTA I QUOTE No. 129/002/2

SECRET: L. swwmm,

- 8 FEB 1366
REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - JANUARY, 1966

= = T a8 = B £ a  W e

- TELEPHONE:

(A1l times locsl)

oir,

I have the honour to report the proceedings of Her
Majesty's Australian Ship DERWENT, for the month of January, 1966.

20 At the beginning of the month DERWENT was secured alongside
the South End, Cruiser Wharf, Garden Island. On Sunday 2 January the
ship was open to publie inspection although, perhaps because of the
holiday season, relatively few visitors came gboard.

3o At 1500 on Tuesday 4 January DERWENT cast off and proceeded
to rendezvous with EMAS VAMPIRE off Cape Baily at 1615. During the
next 4 hours jackstay transfers, 0.0.W. manoeuvres and a radar calib-
ration were carried out. At 2030, using VAMPIRE's X and S band radars,
DERWENT commenced a UA 8/9/667 receiver calibration, but because of ,
minor faults in the equipment this serial was not successful. At 0115
on Wednesday 5 January the calibration was completed and bhoth ships
Efaﬁfed in close company towards Jervis Bay for the remainder of the
N1gN<Te

4o At 0600 DERWENT was detached and proceeded to a position 20
miles east of Point Perpendicular where, at 0800, the ship commenced
Ikera horizontal polar diasgram checks and range pulse checks with g
Dakota sircraft fitted with a monitoring fin and telemetry sender.
These trials were satisfactorily completed at 1530 and DERWENT
proceeded to Jervis Bay where she came to a four point moor at 1830.

56 During the next twe days attempts were made to carry out
Ikara bearing digerimination checks with a helicopter fitted with a

| monitoring Tin, but becausge of faults in the 1racking aerial these
trials were unsuccessful. It was decided at this time that it wac
necessary to land the Ikara tracking gserial for further checks at the
Weapons Research Establishment, Salisbury. At 1615 on Friday 7
January DERWENT ummocored and anchored off Captain Point at 1710C.

6o At 0400 on Saturdsy 8 January DERWENT weighed and proceeded
t0 rendezvous with EMAS KIMBLA off Point Perpendicular at 0500.

Because of poor sonar conditions, and the inability to hold the senar
responder fitted in KIMBLA outside & range of 6000 yards, it was
decided at 0930 to postpéne the sonar side of alignment checks. KIMBLA
moored off Crocodile Head and at 1330 DERVENT commenced radsr alignment
checks. These were completed satisfactorily at 1815. A further
attempt was made at 2030 to carry out sonar checks, but it was not
until 0345 on Sunday 9 January thet sonar conditions improved and the
trial could be carried out. At 0608 course was set for Sydney and at
0830 DERWENT carried out runs over the measured mile until 1005. The
ship then entered harbour, securing alongside the South End of the
Cruiser Whaerf at 1100.

Teo On Monday 10 January the Ikara tracking aerial was landed and
flown to the Weapons Research Establishment, Salisbury for testing.

THE FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING,
HoM. AUSTRALIAN BFLERET.

i 1 Ly
SEGRET

— . — . —— ———
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8o At 1100 on Tuesday 11 January, DERWENT cast off and
proceeded to sea to continue work up. During the afternoon an AATX
was conducted on completion of which, the ship rendezvoused with
VAMPIRE and carried out a jackstay transfer, followed by 0.0.W.
manoeuvres. At 1800, another unsuccessful attempt was made to

calibrate UA8/9 bearing receivers using radar transmissions from
HMAS WATSON.

9o At 0800 on Wednesday 12 January, an AATX followed by an AAMRF
was carried out in the Jervis Bay area. The latter was spoiled to a
large extent by the difficulty experienced in holding the delmar target
visually, in fact only two firing runs were attempted. During the
remainder of the day, a MAX, a live mortar firing, and a LWO2
performance check using a RAAF Canberra aircraft, were carried out.

The results of the latter were surprisingly poor compared with LWO2
ranges obtained on a Neptune aircraft during trisls in December, and
on a Boeing 727 aircraft during trials later in the month. At 1845

on Wednegday 12 January DERWENT anchored in Jervis Bay off Captain
Point.

10, At 0730 on Thursday 13 January the ship's demolition team
was landed and at 0800 the ship weighed anchor and commenced noise
ranging over Jervis Bay range. These runs were completed at 1300,

and the tedium of this exercise was relieved on the final run at 28
knots when the ship experienced a steering gear failure about 1 mile
off Hyams Point. DERWENT anchored off Captain Point at 1318, steering
from afte During the evening of the 13 January an unoppogsed operation
Awkward was exercised.

11 Mortar sea check firings against a bubble target commenced
at 0745, but were unsuccessful because of poor sonar conditions and
will need to be completed at a later dates At 1330 the ship commenced
an AAMRF and a most commendable score of 62% TTB's was achieved against
the delmar target. Morale, especially throughout the gunnery branch,
showed a marked improvement following this shoot, which was a just
reward for the many long hours the maintainers have spent in preparing
the gunnery system. DERWENT returned to harbour and asnchored at 1600.
A diving team from HMAS RUSHCUTTER demonstated underwater sabotage
methods during the dog watches, and later in the evening attacked

the ship to exercise DERWENT's Operation Awkward organisation.

120 The ship sailed from Jervis Bay at 0755 on Saturday 15
January, and carried out a self noise trial vniil 1400. The ship
returned to harbour at 1500 to disembark RANEL personnel, proceeding
on completion to Sydney, securing alongside Chowder Bay at 0615. On
completion of fuelling the ship shifted berth to Garden Island,
securing alongside the Cruiser Wharf at 0810,

130 In company with HMA Ships YARRA, VAMPIRE, and PARRAMATTA,
DERWENT left harbour at 0845 on Monday 17 January. On clearing the
Heads, ships commenced 0.0.W. manoeuvres whech were completed at 1000,
The remainder of the day was spent carrying out gunnery exercises
ineluding an RIX, a SUTOF, and REW and day starshell firing. TAS
exercigses included a Casex A2 and a Casex A4/5.

14, DERWENT was scheduled to carry out EW evaluation trials at
0001 on Tuesday 18 January, but because a successful UA9 calibration
had yet to be achieved, this was now included before the evaluation
trial started. The calibration was successfully completed at 0325 and
the remaining 3 hours spent in evaluations. Because a total of
nineteen hours was required for UA8/S evaluation, results to some extent
were inconclusive. A full report is being forwarded by the
Communieations Trials Team.

COMNFHEERNTHAE
SEURET
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o From 0300 until 1200 on Tuesday 18 January, opportunity

wes taken 1o cheek the IFF/SIF and carry out aircraft joining
procedures with e Neptune aircraft working with VAMPIRE for a similar
trial. The ship was scheduled te carry out a Casex A4/5 and B11
during the afternoon, but was forced to proceed to Jervis Bay to land
a sailor with a badly gashed leg. At 1600 the ship was back in the
Jervies Bay firing area and completed an AAMRF against a delmar target.
Results during this shoot were satisfactory, but not nearly as impress-
ive as the previous AA firing. This is attributed to the poor weather
conditions and choppy seas which existed at the time. From 1800 te
2100, DERWENT, YARRA and VAMPIRE carried out a Casex A16 on completion
of which DERWENT was detached and proceeded to Sydney securing
alongside at 0730 on Wednesday 19 January.

160 At 1330 on Thursday 20 January having fitted the Ikara
tracking aerial, the ship cast off and proceeded to Jervis Bay
anchoring off Huskiesen at 1950.

17 At 0615 on TFriday 21 January DERWENT weighed and came to a

four point moor in Jervis Bay at 0720. On 21 and 22 January Ikara

trials were successfully carried out using Wessex helicopters and Venom

aircraft for bearing discrimination, smoothness of follow of tracking

aerial, and radial gather/track changeover checks. On completion of

;ﬁeae trials on 22 January, DERWENT unmoored and anchored off Captain
oint-

18, DERWENT weighed and proceeded at 0355 on Sunday 23 January.
At 0800, when the ship was 60 miles to the east of Point Perpendicular,
a navigational shaping unit check was carried out using a Venom
aircraft fitted with a monitoring fin and steer needle. This trial

was completed at 1215, but the results obtained were inconclusive,

and it was necessary for the figures to be analysed at the Aeronautical
Research Laboratories before a final assessment was made the following
day. DERWENT returned to harbour at 1715 on Sunday 23 Jazauary,

securing to number 5 buoy on arrival.

19. Four practice missiles were embarked on the morning of
Monday 24 January. Because of delays in testing on board and defects
in the handling equipment, it was not until 2100 that DERWENT with
PARRAMATTA in company sailed for Ikara firings. At 0040 on Tuesday
25 January, a rendezvous was made with KIMBLA and ships proceeded in
company for the remainder of the might to the firing area.

20, By 0800 on Tuesday 25 January, pre firing sequence checks
had commenced but these were interupted at 0900 when UA9 interception
was Obtained indicating the presence of an intruder submarine. Events
subsequent to this interception have been reported sepdrately. The
firing programme for Tuesday 25 January was cancelled because of the
danger of compromise of the Ikara transmitter frequencies.

21e At 2300 on 25 January, DERWENT and PARRAMATTA rendezvoused
with HMAS MELBOURNE and carried out a 667 jammer evaluation trial

with a Boeing 727 aircraft on charter from Trans Australia Airlines.
The results of this trial of type 667 against high airborne X Band
radar were encouraging in so much that the jammer achieved its design
requirement in screening DERWENT. The intention of the trial was,
however, to determine the jammer's consort - screening performance

and in this respect it was comparatively unsuccessful. It was
considered that the jammers pawer output was low and that the
transmitter fell off tune too easily. It is hoped that with the fitting
of a new design Backward Wave Oscillator, and the provision of a Field
Strength Meter, much improved results can be achieved. The
Communications Trial Team is forwarding a detailed report.

SECREIT
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22 At 0700 a rendezvous was made with KIMBLA, and pre sequence
firing checks were carried out. At 1522 the first praciice missile
was fired, and it wes most disappointing to see it go out of control
and crash into the sea. A second firing took place at 1735 and the
assembled ship's company applauded when the missile was seen to run
gstraight and true towards the target. Although it was not appreciated
at this time, this was the culminating point of three months of
frustrating trials which terminated in one missile failure, one
guccessful firing, and three days exhaustive searching for an intruder.

23. At 0045 on Friday 28 January, the search for the intruder
submarine was called off and DERWENT, VAMPIRE and PARRAMATTA proceeded
in company to Jervis Bay, anchoring at 0445. DERWENT weighed anchor
at 0600 and proceeded to area NQ for a Naval Gunfire Support Firing.
This shoot was delayed by a small fisghing boat which fouled the range,
and it was possible to carry out only one firing run. On completion
of the bombardment DERWENT rendezvoused with PARRAMATTA and
trensgferred the PTA controller and equipment. Seacat firings were

to have commenced at 0930, but it took longer than expected 1o
transfer the PTA controller and equipment, and it was 1154 before the
first PTA was launched from PARERAMATTA. At 1234 the first missile was
launched from DERWENT.. A total of 4 missiles were fired at the PTA
and it appearded that 2 could be considered as hits. During the passage
north to Sydney C.0.W. manoeuvres were carried out with PARRAMATTA,
and at 1830 both ships entered harbour securing alongside the

Fitting Out Wharf on arrival.

24. Rear Admiral T.K. Morrison, CBE, DSC, arrived on board at
1845, and left at 1915.

25, The ship remained alongside for the remainder of the month.
26. The health, conduct and morsle of the ship's company is
satisfactory.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

' Your obedient servant.

{me

J.D. STEVENS)
COMV ANDER R.A.N.
CAPTAIN
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DETAILS OF STEAMING:

(a)
(b)
(e)
(d)
(e)

DATE.

4
5

8

9

11
14
15
17
18
20
25
26

27
28

Miles steamed:-

Total distant steamed since Commissioning

Hourg underway

APPENDIX T

Total hours underway

Occasions of exceeding economical speed:-

DIST/TON

HOURS.
1

LS | I % S S L 1 e e - & 1 B &

O =&
o

18

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

FUEL T/HR

1,65
1.85

2+45
1.8
2+ 15
155
1.8
1655
202
2.0
1.85
1.6

1.85
2¢ 1

9.2
8.6

Te?2
8.65
79
9.45
8.7
9.4
1715
8.3
846
9.3

8.6
8+ 1

AV_SPEED

16.5
17.4

19.7
17.3
18.6
15.8
17+ 1
159
18.8
17.9
174
16+ 1

17.4
18.4

3195.0
56,487.9
267 hours

16min.
4329 hours 42 min.

REASON

OOW Manoeuvres
Trials require-

ments

]

"

Intruder investig-
ation
Trials requirements
intruder investig-
ation
Intruder investig-
ation

Trials requirements
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H.M.A.S. TERWENT — REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - JANUARY 66
APPENDIX II

SEAMANSHIP AND GENERAL SEGBE—I

Jackstay Transfer (6)

Steering Gear Breakdown (3)
Seaboat exercise (2)

Man overboard (OOW recovered) (1)
Lay den buoy (1)

Helo winching demonstration (1)
Action Stations (3)

Darken ship (5)

Boarding party muster (1)

OOW manoeuvres (3hours)

GUNNERY.

AAMRF (3
NGSCX (1
NGSF §13
SUTF (1

Day starshell firing (1)

AATX (4)

MAX (1)

Seacat firing (4 missiles) (1)
RIX (1)

TAS.

Demolition Party exercises (1)
Operation Awkward gunappnaad) (1)
Operation Awkward (opposed) (1)
Noise ranging (5 hours)
Self noige trial (5 hours)
Mortar sea check firings (1 hour)
Live mortar firing (1)
Tkara trials (7 days)
Tkara firing (2 missiles)
Casex A2 (1 hour)
Casex A4/5 (5 hours)

| Casex A16 (3 hours)

NAV. AND A10
LWO2 performance check (4 hours)

Modified Casex B1 (3 gannets) (1 hour)
SIF Triasls and aireraft joining proceedure (2 hours)

gPX (B) (1 hour)
Measured distant runs (2 hours)

SECRET
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SECRE!
H.M.A.S. DERWENT - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - JANUARY, 1966

APPENDIX III
Officer Joining and Leaving.

Lieutenant D. Hyde, R.A.N.R. from HMAS ENCOUNTER for A.C.T.
Midshipman G.R. Bairmsfather, R.A.N. from HMAS SYDNEY.
Midshipman P.J. Bobroff, R.A.N. from HMAS SYDNEY.
Midshipman R.A. Chrigtie, R.A.N. from HMAS SYDNEY.
Midshipman T.H. Cox, R.A.N. from HMAS SYDNEY.

LEAVING

Nil

. —
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— : _ COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

MINUTE PAPER 18/206/556 i

r"';:’—_l'l 1-5'-'-!' P
s
a
o~

4N

INFORMATION ON IKARA
IN HMAS DERWENT'S REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

ingefor, Lee iz - ’
+ 3
L6

In a comment on the Report of Proceedings of
HMAS DERWENT for December, you asked whether, in view
of the Information it contained on IKARA, it was
classified high enough.

2 e This informaiion has been examined, and it is
considered that it is a borderline case between
Confidential and Secret. To be on the safe side, the
originator, (HMAS DERWENT ), has been requested %o
upgrade the report to Secret and inform all holders
of the action taken.

73/“ March, 1966.

W—-—'
légECRETARY.

SECRET
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AF/MJIG

G0 , )
\gmoc/m 3
Qs
The Flag Officer Commanding,
mmamﬂ
ers { h
GARDEN ISLAND., N.S.V. C 00926 -2MLRES

(Copies tot m a-%r’)@

Officer,

The C
HMAS DERWENT.

HMAS DERWENT REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - DECEMBER

Referencet HMAS DERWENT randum 1 2
: dated 5th Jt:l-:ﬂ. 19“.”/00’/

It is considered that 'm information in mnh
17 of HMAS DERWENT's Re of Proceedings for December
warrants a higher classification. It is requested that ~
coples of the report be upgraded to SECRET,

— #5(~9) “f/; e
fon M%M#WM Loennstin.

i .
*d*‘ﬁ}#{ = = PSR
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DEPT OF NAVY |
CANSERRA

_"m——_-.;-. . - "‘W‘T—-ﬂ—ﬁ-‘_’-ﬁ -'-"E'Tm -

206 | 556

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - DECEMBER,

- e
—-—'__“—“-__--_--——_—“___—-_ﬂ_

The Secretary,
Department of the Navy.

1. Forwarded for information.
2e Largely as a result of hard work on the part of
all concerned, HMAS DERWENT has contihued to progress her

work-up in spite of the many setbacks associated with the
acceptance and operation of new equipment.

Wl prns
fowman,

REAR ADMIRAT

Office of the
Flag Officer Commanding,

HM Australian Fleet,
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY 5S-/ .

CONFEEENT rer. 0 129,/002/2
SECRE]
H.M.A.S. DERWENT,
at Sea.
5 JAN 1265
REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - DECEMBER, 1965
(A1l times loecal)
Sir,

I have the honour to report the proceedings of Her
Majesty's Australian Ship DERWENT for the month of December, 1965.

26 On Wednesday 1 December, HMAS DERWENT was secured
alongside Dockyard Pier, Williamstown. At 1000, families of
Victorian natives were embarked and at 1030 the ship cast off
and proceeded to the Port Phillip Bay Area for a Families Day
demonstration. All visitors appeared to have an enjoyable time
and showed great interest in the limited demonstrations the
ship was able to provide. The Melbourne weather on this the
firgt day of summer was exceptionally good and conditions were
jdeal. There were approximately one hundred visitors in all.

. Unfortunately the forecastle was out of bounds as MRS3 tuning
continued with an aireraft throughout the day. The ship made a
sternboard to the outer east side of Nelson Pier at 1430 in
preparation for an Ikara trial scheduled for the 4th December.

3e I attended a work up programme meeting at Fleet
Headquarters, Sydney on Thursday 2nd December, 1965.

4o Oan Friday 3rd December it became apparent that setting
to work of the Iksra guidance equipment was so far behind

schedule that there would be insufficient time to carry out
harbour acceptance trials before starting sea acceptance trials

on 6th December. Sea trials were provisionally postponed until
the 13th and later, as a result of a meeting at Fleet Headquarters
on 6th December, uantil 5th January, 1966.

5e It was hoped to complete the Ikara absolute range check \
on Saturday 4th December before DERWENT sailed from Melbourne,

but this could not be carried out because a defective unit had

to be returned to the Weapons Research Establishment, Salisbury,
for repairse.

6o DERWENT cast off from Nelson Pier, Williamstown, at
1704 on Saturday 4th December and set course for Sydney. After

7 months in Willismstown the generasl reaction on board was that
this was a departure of some significance and in some ways marked
the return of DERWENT to the Fleet. There were about 100 cars on
the pier at the time of departure, most of them containing
reletives and friends of the ship's company.

THE FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING,
H.M., AUSTRALIAN FLEET.

(Copy to: The Captain (F),
First Frigate Squadron.)

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT10/7401 7



- 2= %ﬁ:&tﬁt&ﬁ:ﬂ‘i&t

CLrD I
= T | 1‘-_-.

k _? Fl IF._ I_.r L% gm

s | by - | t b By

To During the passage up the coast of New South Wales,
opportunity was taken to carry out steaming trials at 3/5 and

4/5 full power and one hour at full power. Results of these
trials were most gratifying, and it is believed that this was the
first occasion full power steaming has been achieved.

Be In heavy rain DERWENT secured alongside the Cruiser
Wharf, Garden Island Dockyard at 0715 on Monday 6th December.

9o At 0730 on Tuesday T7th December the ship cast off and
proceeded to Jervis Bay, anchoring off Captain Point at 1415. At
1515 you, and other officers attending the Senior Officers Study
Period at the Australian Joint Anti-Submarine School, arrived on
board and inspected the Ikara mounting and associated equipment,
the Sonar Control Room and the Operations room. Your boat left
the ship at 1720. DERWENT weighed anchor at 1800 and proceeded to
join HMA Ships YARRA and PARRAMATTA in the Sydney area.

10. At 0400 on Wednesday 8th December, rendezvous was made
with YARRA and PARRAMATTA east of Sydney, and the next two hours
were spent carrying ocut a 3 ship lock-on method of A/S attack

with HM Submarine TACITURN. On completion of the casex all 3 ships
carried out manoeuvres, including a replenishment run, until
entering Sydney Heads at 0730. DERWENT secured port side to

Rose Bay Dolphins at 0800,

11. During the next two days the ship was at Rose Bay
Dolphins carrying out mortar calibration firings, returning
alongside Garden Island on the night of Wednesday 8th and to
Number 2 Buoy on Thursday 9th. The Ikara absolute range check |
was also carried out during this period.

12. At 0830 on Friday 10th December, DERWENT slipped from
Number 2 Buoy and proceeded to a position 10 miles off HMAS
WATSON for UA 8/9 bearing calibration. Electronic Warfare
Evaluation trials were to have commenced at 1830 using a P2E
aireraft, but because of g fault in the UA 8/9 this serial was
cancelled. DERWENT returned to harbour and lay off Number 2
Buoy at 0045 on Saturday 11th December, when 2 spare travelling
wave tubes were collected by boat from Garden Island Dockyard. At
0800 the second of the P2E serials commenced and results

| obtained indicate that for range acquisition UA 8/9 is working
satigfactorily. Bearing results were disappointing and
unacceptable, but a fault since discovered and made good is
expected to bring the bearing capability to within acceptable
limits. Unfortunately the aircraft was unable to photograph the
effect of 667 jamming against both X and S bands. This made 1t
difficult to assess the overall performance of the jammer although
in all cases target range was denied to the aircraft. DERWENT

returned to Number 2 Buoy, Sydney, at 1600. }

13. From Monday 13th to Wednesday 15th December, sonar
assessments were carried out by the Royal Australian Naval
Experimental Laboratory. On Tuesday 14th the ship embarked her
complete outfit of ammunition with the exception of Tkare missiles.

14. DERWENT slipped from Number 2 Buoy at 1130 on Thursday
16th December and proceeded to area NNC1 to carry out an AATX using
a mustang aircraft from the Illawarra Flying School. On

completion of the AATX, DERWENT was to stand by HM Submarine

TABARD during her sonar sea acceptance trials, but this had to be
cancelled when a sailor caught his foot in the gun bay shell

hoigt and it appeared that he had suffered a fractureo

‘:@g% 1--/3
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The ship procecded to Chowder Bay to land the sailor to hosgpiteal.
On returning to sea at 1800, DERWENT rendezvoused with TACITURN

and at 2030 commenced 170/177/504 sea acceptance trials. These

trials were satisfactorily concluded at 0200 the following morninge

Throughout the remainder of the night and again the following

night, the initial stages of evaluation trials of UA 8/9 against

a submerine were carried out with TACITURN. Bearing information

was unsatisfactory, but ranges beyond expectations were |

:cpiivedn Improved bearing performance is expected during later
I'1818e¢

15, The aircraft tracking serials scheduled to take place
on Friday 17th December were cancelled when the mustang airecraft
became unseviceable at Bankstown.

16 Weather conditions on Saturday 18th December delayed

the commencement of the AATX/AAMRF programmed to commence at

0830, However, by adjusting clearance times the ship was able to
obtain the full time reguired to complete MRS3 sea acceptance
trialse Complete analysis of records by the Gunnery Trials Team
is awaited, but it is expected that the system now performs
within acceptable limits. DERWENT returned to harbour securing

at Chowder Bay at 1535, and moved on completion of fuelling to the
South End of Cruiser Wharf at 1745,

17 - At 0745 on Sunday 19th December complete radio silence
was assumed on board while an instrumented dummy Ikaora migsile
was embarked. This was completed at 0940 and at 0950 DERWENT
sailed for a position 12 miles east of Sydney Heads. An Tkara
Radio Hazard triasl was conducted, most of it with the ship

X" gtopped, stern to seaward, with the type 667 jammer simed astern
and transmitting through the full range of frequencies.
DERWENT returned to berth on VAMPIRE at Fitting Out Wharf,
Garden Island Dockyard, at 1920.

18, At 1025 on Monday 20th December, DERWENT cast off from
Fitting Out Wharf. With mourners and pressmen embarked, the ship
escorted VAMPIRE to sea for the burial of the late Vice Admiral

: Sir Hastings Harrington, KBE, CB, DSO. DERWENT returned to
harbour and secured at Fitting OCut Wharf at 1417 to disembark
mourners and pressmen. Berth was then moved to the South End of
the Cruiser Wharf, securing alongside at 1446.

19. The ship remained alongside Garden Island for the remainder
of the month while stores were embarked, setting to work and
harbour acceptance trials of Ikara continued and the final main
lecve party left the ship on 20th December. DERWENT assumed duties
of duty escort from 1615 on Thursday 23rd December until 0900 on
Thursday 30th December, 1965. On Xmas day the duty watch

consisted of out of state perscnnel only and passed without

incident except for a visit by Chamnel 7 Television, who made a
short film of sailors at Xmas dinner. The film was shown that
E?Eﬂiﬂg o

‘e&ﬁ%&t 'lﬂi-/q.

&l E
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20 The health morale and conduct of the ship's company
has been satisfactory.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

D I

J.D. STEVENS)
COMMANDER R.A.N.
CAPTAIN
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H.M.A.S. DERWENT - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - DECEMBER, 1965,

APPENDIX I

DETAILS OF STEAMING

(a) Miles Stesmed: 1,658.0
(b) Total distance steamed since
Commissioning: 53,292.9
(e) Hours underway: 153 hours 43 minutes
(d) Total hours underway: 4062 hours 26 minutes

(e) Occasion of exceeding economical speeds

DATE HOURS FUEL T/HR DIST/TON AV.SPEED REASON

1 Deco 1 165 Feamily day demonstation

5 Dece. T 26,5 Power triasls

16 Deco 1 20.0 Return injured sailor
to Chowder Baye

18 Dec. 1 164 1 Trials requirements

20 Dece 2 17.8 Burial at sea of the

late Vice Admiral Sir
Hastings Harrington,
KBE, CB, DSO.
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(b)

(e)

APPENDIX I1

EXERCISES AND TRAINING

Seamanship and General

Exercised seaboat (5)
Steering gear breakdown g1)
O0OW manoeuvres (1% hours

Replenishment (Gear not passed) (1)

'NGS - DECEMBER, 1965,

Full power Trial (Including steaming at 3/5, 4/5 and at

full power) (7 hours)

Gunnery

AATX (4 hours)
MRS3 AA Firing (1% hours)

T'l A'ﬂ S"

177, 170, 504 SAT's (8 hours)
Divers exercised (2 hours)
Casex A4/5 (2 hours)

Ikara Radhaz trial (6 hmurs;
Morter calibration ( 3 days
Sonar assesment (3 days)

HSPX (4)
Rel Vel Instructiocns

Voice procedure instruetion (1 hour)

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

H.M.A.S. DERWENT - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - DECEMBER, 1965,
APPENDIX IIT

OFFICERS JOINING AND LEAVING

Joining
Sub. Lieutenant P.S. BODDINGTON, R.A.N. from H.M.A.S. PENGUIN
Sub. Lieutenant J.H. HAZELL, R.A.N. from H.M.A.S. ANZAC
Lieutenant J.K. MARKHAM, R.A.N. from H.M.A.S. NIRIMBA

Leaving

Lieutenant W.J. BIRCH, R.A.N. to H.M.A.S. NIRIMBA
Lieutenant M. FREW, R.A.N. to H.M.A.S. WATSON

CONFIDENTIAL
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