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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA = i
/3’ wnb 675 |
56/9/16. | |

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

NAVAL STAFF OFFICE,
P.0, Box 58, FREMANTLE, W.A.

AH 11/20

Hydrographic Office
¢/~ Post Office,

GARDEN ISLAND.
end November, 1966.

The Naval Officer-in-Charge,
WEST AUSTRALIA AREA.

H.M.S. DAMPIER - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS.

A copy of H.M.S5. Dampier's Report of Proceed-
ings for September, 1966 is enclosed.

24 The complimentary references %o H.M.A.S.
DIAMANTINA have been notad with pleasure.

Do a. 3‘_'
—

(D. W. Haslam)

Captain, H.N,
HYDROGRAPHER, R.A.N.

1I

The Capt

- Is D -
(Copy to: The Secretary, Department of the Navy, Navy
Office, cuiom). i

B 7()’@ ,uf( (f Porwarded with pleasure.
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H.1.S. DAMPIER
~at Sea

gth October 1556

5 s _ SR
ihe Ranour to report the proceedings of ler Majesty's Shig
for the month of September 1966,
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~ gonverted adding mechine at the mere pres
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nls obsorvations werc finished before 1600 and T set eours:
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DIAMANTINA had proceeded ne and I joined her in the rendczvous position -
or so beth ships individually thought -~ at 0600 on Sunday 4th, In fhe on

]

AT T WOTTD 4
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north by the eoastal ecurrent wheroas H.IM.S. DAMPIER and HJ.A.5. ;;;Eﬁif:igﬁ
coming froo the cast, had becn set south by the counter currend; neivier
grour having been eble to observe stars for over 24 hnu{§. i fln;fly. _
connceted up astern of R.I./[. BROVIN RANGIR at 1000 and diseonnected wita

a fecling of well~being through having full tanics Qt 1145, Group One

had aspeared with a swish shortly after the replenishnent and a.transfer‘ |
of docunents had been arranged for 1315, The squadron steaped 1a fnr:nf:?fat
over the dinner~hour pricr to an exchange of dacuments between H, M L.5. Vitiolal
and H.}.S, DAMPITR planned for 1315, I put of f thae transfer as a squall
passed but it was obvious when H.M.S. VERUL:M lowered her Genini anft :
that it would stand up to nuch worse weather than the force 5 ?f ?ne squall,
The evelution was very snartly exccuted by H.l.S. VERULAM and 1? is clear
that a Wonini.craft is a much nore valuable boat than the classical sca

boat, whose days must be numbered. As soon as the transfer was oconplete,
Group One rapidly vanished westward whilst H.M.S. D/MPIIR and H,M.A.S.
DIAIUNTINA continued towards Monday's area.
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Grande Isle, the entry point for gubic Bay at 1315. here, rE:.i' oha -;,..J.“., 9
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ard T, 7., BROVH RAIGIR had to sadly break away to their rather Icno

o i A
anchorages.
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kung over us for a time (making wheel orders quite 1{13}.1(111313) If l‘i:iizut- ..
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Turping vhie corner to owr alldied berth at 1350, H.M.S. DLIPIIR nos
alongside %,i{, 9., VIRUILIL, lying alone, just ahead of five ships alon
each other, H.lici.B. DLEULETING cane alongside outboard shortly sftorwerls,
o nost imnrossive 14 piece band was assenbled on HOK,S. VIRULUI's boatleck

pleying nmilitary music srith such force that again wheel orders werc K
inaudible., It appcered that the nusicians' instruvents hod only just .
srrived in chelr “"resicusa bagpage" and they were anxious to onke up for =

lost tinc,

10 a5 soon as the ships were alongside, Captains and Officers of our

Ll & 2 o > -

could be packed into our short stay. It "4 becn hoped that prior
arrargencnts would liove been omade, as reguestec, for officers of the base
and their wives to couc on beard in the evening to 2 coobined party, but
to our disnay nothing hisd bheen done, 4SS all preparations had been npade,
Lhe Cnptains and Officers of our host ships rellied round and invited a
larpge nunbor of juests, anl an enjoyable but sonewhat inpronptu reception

vwias held, graced LUy a vigorous section o the Baond,

' PR
el g g o 4
o eos o

-.':

i L i W e
LT Ty e i,

11, On the following doy it wes possible to start discussing operational
patters il the basc staff (who work an 18 hour day, seven days o week
spparcntly ), runctuated by attendance of Comnmanding Officers and Officers

t of all four ships at llorning Service,

Nt 7
12 On tan iullciing day, londay 12th Septecber the Coumending Officcers,
Holfae 8 DRAWTTIL. {Ticutonant Copnander P,G. DUNCAN, Royal Australian
Navy), H.010.73. VIRULAD (Licutocnant CBunander b7, WATTS, Royal Mavy) and
LM.S, ADRIN (Licutonort Comuander N.D, SIZEL YD, Royel Navy) and uysclf
called on the Captain of the Fort, Ceptain J.D, MASTIERSON, United States
Havy, who was acting as Cotmander. Naval Base, Subic in the obscnce of
Recr sdnirad €.2. GBILOCON. U.3..0. B Y e p 2 1t forenc
the Fleet wes arrivins in Subie, and fron Captain JWSTINSON's window we
could s.e saips wearding the white ensign looking for berths: a shortage
having ~risen througn a strong onshore vwind asking some of thoe allocated
tertlis untenable, Coptoin IUSTERSO0N had to decline an invitation to
return the calls owing to pressure of work. .t sbout 1300 H.M.S. DELIGHT
andd H.W... 5, IUOGT sccured outboard of H.M,iA,S. DIANANTINA, and were
alarznd to honr that we should 211 be sailing on the fellewing day,

-

13. During the first two days in Subic, the low pressure systen which

we hal Tesred was Torning north west of Luzon tecane recognisad by tlo

Leveorsiogical authorities and rated as a tropical stornm, .s its pesition
=~ was over ths arcas we had intended to wark in, 2 quick change of plan

was @:de before seiling tc give it tinme to get out of the way., Final

errangenenis hizving been pace and final farcwells and thanks said, the

proccss of winkling H.ili.S. DIAMANTING, H.i,S. DAMPIER ond HuilS5. VEngLol.

out frow inside H,If,3, DELIG!™ AND H,M.i.S. P/RRILTTA began. The two

ships that werc staying held off their sterns with tugs whilst we all

=lipped cut onec by onc. Thc basic plan was that H, K.A.S. DI GLNTING, .
: H 1,Z, [HDRET and H,M.S. DMPIER should take up waiting positions until ;
f dai, 5. VIRULAM was reody to go aliead, when we could all proceed in colunn, ;
' odif'ied for foul weather if necessary to permit us to leave in sgparati
divisions, H,HM.5. AIDRET arrived in good time, H.M.A.S. DIAWNTINA took f
up her position and H.1I,8, DAKPIER had just taken the station ahead vhen the :
hcavens opened upe H,H.3, VERUL:M, who had just slipped and who would havo

L Lol o

1 had ﬂifficulty turning into the wind in any case let go an anchor to swing
: on, and as the visibility had reduced to 1% cables, I decided to go ahcad

¢

l
i WwLth NS, DIAILNTTU., leaving H.M.S, /NDREV, patient, and soomevhat i
: forlorn, to wait for H.i{.S. VERULAM, Nothing was secn of the harbour on f
i the way out except a quick glinpse of H.M.S. VICTORIOUS and the only other ?
: ?hject-in sight was H.l..i.S, DIAMANTINA, a shadowy shape and as always F
_ in e;mellent station astern. The weather clearocd as Grande Tsle was passcd, E
: and in the gathering gloom, H.M.S. VERUL:M, H,M.S. INDREW and R,F,A. BROVTI
RINGER could be seen -about a nils astern, | ' -

'“I-. The 3116&3“/1..1.::!#
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i 14, The sudden very hcavy squall put the seal on our visit to Subic
d Bay. The inericans had done all that they possibly could for us, end
in H,H,S, DAMPIER's case, no praisc was high enough for the hospitality
of our hest ship U,S.S. RENSHY/. All the U.S., clubs were open Uo the
ship's conpany ond everywhere ono found the U.S. Navy personnel cheerful,
friondly and hospitable. Nevertheless, two days in Subic would probably
. be enough for a change for the ship's company. The constant succession
of squalls during our visit had not inproved natters, and this lasty nade
us glad to be out with sone sea roon,

15, 4 slow passage was nodo overnight to an edjacent area for two
days work over a known accoustic range., KkR. F,E. HiLE of San Diego
had boen embarked for the leg to Hong XKong and he, of course, showed
great interest in our results over this range. The two days went well,
little disturbed by the weather, which continued ouch as before, On |
the irst day two accoustic runs were node for a conparison of nethods

and the wholo of the second day wos devoted to coring and canera stations.
Prials of a newly obtained U.S., Canera were, unfortunately, unsuccessiul,
~nd it was clear that sonc nodification was required before it would work,

e

16, 4t 0230 on 16th Septenber, as H.M.5. D.LMPIER and H.M.i.S. DLALLANTING
wore headinz north to the next area, and just beginning to feel the swell
fron the tropical stornm, now promoted to Typhoon ELSIE, I received via
\ Singapore, a general distress signal concerning Ore Carrier [UGUST HMOON
o (10,000 tons), agrou-d on Fratas Reef. After some thought I ordercd
H.M.S. VERULAM, H,K, .S. DIAILNTIN. and H.M.S. D/MPIER to procecd at
best speed to Pratas-Reef, .11 three ships were about 250 niles away
! but I hoped that H.M.S. VERULAM at least and possibly H.M....S5.
' DIAILNTIN. would get there bofore sunset., IH.M.S. DAIPIER with her lower
speed would have got there about 2000 in good conditions, Meanwhile, I
heard that H.}.S. LOCH FADL had been diverted to Pratas Reef, and af'ter
assessnent of the relative inportance of H,M.S. VERUL'MN's work crdered
her to return to her trials., ..s luck would have it, H.ii,S3. D.HPIER was
in the act of changing over boilers, and both boilers were connected by
0412, when I inereased to 15 knots - the speed I thought I could best
keep up for a long period, H.M.A,S. DIAMUNTINA, with 14 knots on one
boiler was not for astern, an’ by 0800 s~ was coning up close to port
with a knot advantage, nmaking as she cane past "How do you get these
things out of second gear?" By ncr the cwell froo Typhoon ELSIE had
becone quite steep, and both ships were clanbering up to the crests and
4 plunging down into the troughs, prcving once again their excellent hull
desizn, So we continued for an hour, in bright sunshine, with a feeli.
of excitement in the air, and it nust be adnitted a feeling of escaope
} fron the daily oceanography. It soon becane clear however that U.S.S.
: ORISKANEY was going to get to the scems long before we were, and it was
: her helicopters which wuld be vitel in the rescue, By 1000 H,I.A.S,
DIAM/NTINA passed news of her first sorties and I turned both ships back
: to cur area for the day and reduced speed. Shortly afterwards, cane the
i good news that all the crew had been rescued. The station was started
at 1315, still in a 15 foot swell, and by 1950 a slightly reduced series
off observations was conpletc.

--...IIIJ L — e m = o Tl E e = i @y
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17« The forpation and passage of Typhoon EISIE had cleared the air and
nade & conplete change in the weather. The next three days continued,
back in tho even tenor of our observations in bright, sunny and caln
woather. Apart fron the occasional over-=heating of sone of the equipnent
and a general difficulty in keeping the wires up and down in the confused
surface currents caused by Typhoon ELSIE the days produced good results
and a satisflying feeling of steady production,

L

18, On aundﬂy 1BtMp--n---n.1

;
z
!
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18, On Sundey 18th, hoiwrever our pulses quickened a 1ittle when I was asked 1%1
by Coruiodore, Heng [long if cny of our group of ships cnulr:} be spared to pick ;"r*::*’l-""-."
up 37 survivors of ;UGUST MOON who had been kept temporarily on Pratas Island fi:}
by the locnl suthorities. 1 jonedistely volunteercd the services of H.M.o. =5
DIMPIER o~nd if necessary, H.M.L.S, DIAMANTINA, and hoped that we could bo of é}
At

I00e - service,

19. The planning of the period before Hong Kong had left ne with a feeling
of dissatisfaction because vhich ever way it wes planned I could not avold Ayt
wasting time. I had been instructed that both ships had to xfuel frono
H.F.A. BROVN RANGER before entering Hong Kong and with the passages involved y
and the dcsirebility of entering on a favourable tide it appearced that the 1
replenishnent vias ]ikely to waste a whodio d~y's work, i czll at Pratas ﬁgi
Tsland scezed to be the plece which conpleted the jig-sav puzzle, however, ’25
for it would not nean the 1oss of sny nore observational tine, but would i
put soncthing uscful into the blank poriod, It was thercfore with relief '

that I received orders froo Comnodore, Hong Kong to proceed to Pratas 1sland
by carly a.'l. on 50th Soptenber - o tine and date which fitted in perfectly, 5

50, I arrived off the Island at 0630 and anchored 3 niles to the south ;@:
west, obtaining a reasonable lce from the force & %o 5 north easter., Shortly iy
~ “ger 0700 two survey unotor boats and the notor cutter, cach towing 2a s
“einghy procecded townrds the :slend in column, naking a fine sight in the it
nerning sun. Licutenant J.I'. SHORTHOUSE was in charge of the leadlng boat 4
and the operation. The Dassage through the nigger heads was found without
such Aifficulty snd all three boats nosed into the beach soon after 0800
The survivors had reached the beach before then and quickly crharked.,
Licutenant SHORTHOUSE had a brief conversation with the Garrison € onnander s
and as other aenbers of the parrison started to let off fire erackers the 11 ﬁﬁ
bosts returned to the ship. As soon as the boats were hoisted, I weighed 4
end proceeded to the vicinity of the vreck to fix its positlon, apologising
to Captain Coneron the l{aster of SUGUST MOON for havin, t- t-ke hin buck to
the scene of the disaster, The wreck was 12 niles away, near the north e
cast tip'of the recef and es T was short of tine to neet uy replenishnent ﬂﬁ
rendezvous I had to confine the ship's activities 1o fixing the wreck and o
putting in sone small dotail on the island and reluctantly sbandon any
hope of fixing the positions of the other wrecks narked P.hi. on the chart,

91, R.F.i. BROTN RANGER ond H.M.A.S, DIALITTING were sighted at 1450 and 1
was connceted astern of R,IF.... BROVN RNGER at 1600, H.M,.i.S. DIALNTINA |
- coopleted her replenishient and 1 was SOITY that I had settled on i
replendshing astern ~ an inefficient nmethod at the best of tines. 1 54
disconnected at 1750 and as R.F.u. BRON RANGER set course towards Hong {
' Kong, the two ships stopped for the last event of the day a calibration of L o
+he accoustic chorges and equipment., Thanks to excellent nanoeuvring by
H,M.A.S. DIALNTIIA the calibration was complete by 1940, the last
nasthead angle being taoken between her nasthead obstruction light and an
alnost indistinguisheble waterlire.

90 A slow night passage to the last area and a successful day in 700 ~
fathons conpleted phase 1 of the observations and at 1615 I turned towards
Hong Kong, being Jjoined by H.M.A\.S. DIAMANTINA fron the other end of the

; line during the First Uatch. A stop was nade off Vang Lang Light for a

‘ wash-and-brush~up, and having been ordered to enter at twenty ninute spacing,

T proceeded at C900, leaving H.M.A.S, DIAMANTINA still at it.

23, As soon 4s the ship was through Lei-u-Mun Pass, I hauled over to
starboard and lowered a survey notor boat which I expected to need during
the stay in Hong Kong and lecaving her to follow proceeded through, for Hong
Kong, excoptionally light harbour traffic, berthing on South Wall, Victoria
Basin at 1105, H.M.A.S. DIAMANTINA entered the basin twenty nimutes later
and berthed outboard of H.M.S. DAMPIIR. S

--'_._._.-

24 The orow ﬂf/--iinnti
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"2, The ovew of AUGUST HOON had proved to be very friendly during their two
" aays stey, accepting rather ¢ranped conditions on the upper deck cheerfully
ané the Master regaling the wardroon with nany salty stories. The erew
had kindly oloaned all the upper deck bright-work on the morning of our
arrival, A8 the ship esne alongside nany of their relatives were on the
jotty and made a noving sight as thay were reunited., The press, also, were
present in forco and geve the survivors a feirly hard tine, ILuckily, they
were not very interested in H,M.S. DIWPIER,

25, T salled on the Connodore-in-Charge, Hong Kong, Comnodore F.D. HOLFORD,
D.S.C., at 1430 that afternoon and he returned oy call at 1000 on the
following day., 4t 1150 the Coonanding Off'icers of H.,M.A,S, DIAMANTINA,
‘H.M.S, ALNDREY, H,M,S, [NCHORITE and nyself signed the books of His Excellency
the Governor, -and the Militery Counander,

1
o et - e Ty o e

26, On Fridey 23rd Septcuber, also, the Fleet started to arrive, H.M.S.
VICTORIOUS, wearing the Flag of Vice Adniral MILLS, Flag Officer Second-
in-Connend, Far East Fleet, entering at 1245 and securing to No.1 buoy,
closely followed by H.li,..S. STUART, (Commander P, GOLDRICK, R.A.N.),
H.1i.S., LENDER, (Captein R.L. EVELEIGH, D.S.C., R.N.) and H.M.A.S.
PARRAMATT:, (Commander J.A, MATTHEW, M.B.E., Royal Australian Navy).

27. The initial deys in Hong Kong seemed ideal. The weather was perfect,
and the ship's coupany enjoyed the easy access to the town, well deserved
‘_ after our recent disregard of Saturdaysand Sundays. The conplications of
life in harbour, however, tended to slow down the enornous anount of paper-
work arising fron the preceding oceanographical observations, and there '
were nonents of desperation when one regretted that with three ships
outboard it would be difficult to slip and go away to sea for a few days. s

28, As soon as the ship had arrived in Hong Kong the Base Engineer
Officer had come on beard to offer assistance with any defects we might
have, His offer was eagerly taken up and within 24 hours the oceanographic
winch had been renoved conplete, for the overhaul it badly nceded. OF .
less obvious, but nore vital concern were some noisy connceting rod bearings |
on the nain engines, JApproval was obtained to go to extended notice on
one engine at a tine, and with shore assistance these bearings were quickly
opened up and found to bo well in need of re-netalling, the work being taken
: in hand innediately. At the sane tine con ract assistence was obtained for
¢ cleaning and painting the engine-roon bilges. Th# work was progressing
! steadily when, on Vednesday 28th September the Engine Roon Lriif'icer super-
! vising their work heard running water and on inapection found a localised
spot of corrosion on the outer botton had broken through leaving a hole,
A soft wood wedge wns imnediately driven into the hole and to his alarn
nade the hole bigger. The flow was reduced to a trickle with packing and the - &
defect reported to Connodore, Hong Kong, who within four hours arranged
_ﬁ for the ship to dock on Saturday 1st October. Such is the rzate of working in
the connecrcial docks in Hong Kong that it was expected that the ship would be
out again in 48 hours.

[

b Lo

Frn

29, On Monday 26th Scptomber the ship was visited by lr, Lu and Captain
Koo of the Great Southern Stcanship Conpany, owners of AUGUST MOON.: Despite
3 protests that we had done nothing dangerous or diffioult in taking off the

{ crew fron Pratas Island, they had insisted on presenting the ship with a

x oup to nark the ocoasion. The ship's conpany were assenbled while Mr. Lu

| presentod the ocup, and in thanking hin I pointed out that the nmost inportant
thing of 211 was that all had been saved, and expressed the synpathy of the

y 3

- F.
§ r . 1 ] "'h,"l -
I I I-‘

ship's conpany with the conpany in the loss of their ship.
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4 §b1 ' on Thursday 29th September, the ship was honoured by a visit fronm
v J.P.VI. MALLELIEU, 1LP,, Minister of Defence for the Royal Navy. He
arrived on board, acconpanied by Flag Officer, Seocond-in-Comnond, Far
East Fleet, Vice Aémirzl C,P, MILIS, C.B., C.B.E., D.5.C., the Naval
 Seeretary, fear Adniral J.G,B. COOKE, C.B., D.S.C., The Deputy Under
Secretary of State (Naval), Mr. S. REDMAN, C.B3., J.P, and the Private
Secrotary to the Minister Mr, J, PETERS, The Minister visited the
Chartroon, vhere he inspected results of previous surveys and asked nany 5
questions about the resultent volue both to the fleet and to overseas
devolopment, the conversation including a brief review of hydrographic
potential in this theatre - = poignant subject in view of H.M.S, DAMPIER's
imninent docking, After this hors d'oeuvres the Minister inspected the
recent oceanographical results and again acked nmany questilons about the
results. Mr, J. HARGDEAVES the ship's J3enior Scientist, had laid on a
replay cf an acoustic run (2ll of which are recorded on tape) and a
detailed conversation ensued about the acoustic properties of the oceans,
Unfortunately I had to hurry the Minister over the closing stages of this
conversation as we were already far behind schedule, After a brief
inspection of the Hycfroplastic Corer, the Velocineter, and Teuperature
Salinity Bridge, followed by a look into a Survey Motor Boat, the Minister |
visited the Chief Petiy Officers Hess, where he took tea, and two of the |
Junior Ratings nmessdecks before leaving the ship at 1505, twenty minutes
1late.

S The sane evenins Comnanding Officers of ships attended a dinner

in the Flagship given in honour of the Minister by Vice Admiral Mills,
Conversation during and after dinner rangel over a wide number of subjects
until nidnight and the liinister won the admiration of all by his tenacity
in some very virile disoussion after what must have been a very gruelling
day, All left this excellent dinner with the conviction that their remarks
and views had been noted by the Minister, |

39, The ponth ended with a brief exercise for the ship's Internal
Security Platoon on 30th Septenmber and preparetions for leaving Victoria
Basin and entering the Cosmopolitan Dock, Kowloon on the following day,

33,  In retrospect the nonth had been a nmost rewarding one, The |

oceanogzraphic work had heen very successful and the results at first sight :

n peared to be valuabl The credit for tue success of Phase 1 of the :

project goes to the sw reying officers and mtings who have worked very

long hours throughout the weeks, as well as keeping watches and carrying

on ship's duties, the ship's artificers who vitually formed an Ocean-

ographic Support Group and in particuler to the First Lieutenant,

Lieutenant Connander M, 7.7, JAMES and the then Senior Scientist, Instructor _ =
" Lieutenant G.N, DAVIS, D.S5.C., whose work and cheerful approach won the 4

respect of all,

‘ | 2., The oceanographic work will be dealt with in greater detail in g
i[ separate reports, It cannot go unnentioned, however, what a first class '

i part H.M,A.S. DIAMNTIN. has played in the c onbined oceanography in 4
Phase 1, as well as carrying out detailed observstions of her own prograrue, 5
| It would be iupossible to imagine a better ship to work with, She has
played o faultless port in the combined work although often wrestling with
‘ defective equipment, arnd her irrepressible humour has helped along rainy ond
sunny days alike, Although her own observations are just as ioportant as

the conbined ones she has always been ready to absorb any change of plan

or special requirenent,

35« During the nmonth Lieutenant Commander R.J. CAMPBELL joined on 25th

September and ok over as First Lieutenant on 29th September, Lieutenant

Commander P,M., MARCELL, joined on 27th Septenber and took over as Supply |
Officer on 30th September, Lieutenant G.N, DAVIS, Mr, D.R, WOODLAND and ‘
lir, J, ARCHER, 21l of A,U,W.E, all returned to the United XKingdom on 25th : 1
Septenber, having been relieved by Mr, J, HARGREAVES, Mr. T,G, PENN and !
Mr, J. VOLFENDEN respectively. E

Lieutenant SHALIOW/eesesoees
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oy 'L;,au-l;anr...nt EMIOFI lef't thlé s’hip' on 30th Septenber ond Lieutenant Connander
| JIMES remained after the end of the month after being relieved having

« offered tolhelp with surveying records until the ship E&llEﬂ' his honeward
g = flight not being until 8th October. -

¥ / I

6. Tha advence partv of the new connission Joined on the ship's nrrival s
and the outgoing advm ‘@ party were discharged on 2&.1:11 Septenber,

=7

37. The conduct of tha ah.:.p'a conpany has been in general very good.
Subic Bay was unfortunately conducive to a nunber of ninor leave-breaking
offencos, and one offence of insubordination ashore in Hong Kong was punished

by warrant,

38. The health of the ship's conpany has been very good, A1l benefitted
fron the cooler, drier atnosphere of Hong Kong.

29, LA list of correspondence to and fron the Hydrographer is appended in
original only.

I have the honour to be :
Sir

Your obedient Servant

(P.G.N. CLARDNO)
Coonander, Royal Navy

Enclosure: JAppendix,

Copies to: The Comnmander, Far East Fleet,
The Flag 0fficer, Seowm nd-in-Connand, Far East Fleet.
The Chief of Naval Infornation, Vhitehall,
The Officep-in-Charge, Hydrographic School.
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: H.M,S. DAMPIER
'15. : ' at Sea

9th October 1966
No.8/ 566

- & . .\ O
The Hydregrapher of the davy,

¥inistry of Defence,
Yhitchall. 5
Sir,

T Wave the honour to report the proceedings of lier ifajesty's Ship
i . % ) i
- wvand for the month of September 1966.

exchanged identities wath U.o.0. ESTES who enguired, rather surp isingly,
where I was fron and wherec bound, HNot wanting to prolong the exchange

I poplicd "inchored for the night”, and the conversaticn cape o an
abrupt end., The follicwding day's work continued according to dan, and

as sope tirme was left over at the ond of the day tThe two ships zpent

5

a useful two hours exercising O0fficer of the Watch nanoeuvres,

) 1 sy d=3i 31 : AT s 31F A DT I ATIIVTIIA  avs o ot
2. The ponth GT'}T.D: i By 5 ;'..::.E‘. DL FliR ans :1.1.....41..5. Pd ot l 1.08d) u'.!ll.:.ﬂ'i"..\l
-4 = 4 -2 - - -. PIEE M .i" ﬁl-‘ 1.‘.- l'.-a- _:" r1 'y - 4—
in 22 fathoms about 130 miles north westward ol the Natuna Group and about
s e 3s - Ji 1 L - = Y . - ' R 4
150 niles south of the Caumbodian Coasv. ot long affter anciering -
: :

£ - had shovm that it was pref 5

overside obscrvations (Velocimeter, corer, camera ecte.) at a point a thira
of the way along the accoustic run and this practice was started on 2nd
Septecber, 'Hosobs' as H.lio, DAMPIIR's overside ouservations had been
christened could thus be started 2 hours parlier - an inveluable gain for
the decper stations, of which that on Saturday, 3rd Septenber was the firsc,
This day was also the opening day of a esoncentrated period of rain squalls,
and »s the velocimeter tean started to pay out a nile of eleotric strain
gable hand over hand the firs< % G ite sl 5 . bazt down o
the backs of the forlorn periy on tihedforeeastle. A little dif'ficulty was
experisnced on this first deep day which 1cA to a nusber of iuprovenents
on the rig, The results frou the instruncnt however laft no doubt about
its valug, for a continuous veloclity profile fron 0 to 2,000 netres vas
gbtained, the values at 5 nhetre intervals recording thenselves with a

clat+or on o converted adding nmechine at the mere press of' a button,

o - = ~ o ~

5 08 The earliecr day's %or
Ld b ]

10

Lo mhe station's obscrvations werc finished belore 1600 and I set eourse
for o pre-arranged rendezvous with R.TF. A, BROVN RAIGIR to refuel., H.U.d.o.
DLAMANTINA had proceeded me and I joined her in the rendczvous position -

| I -

or so beth ships individually thought -~ at 0600 on Sunday 4th, In the i,

he rendozvous was nade an hour late, as R.F.A. BROWN RUNGIR haa been sct

north by the coastal current wheroeas H.M.S. DAHPIER and H L A.S, DIAUIATIG,
coming froo the cast, had becn sct south by the counter current; neitier
group having been able to observe stars for over 24 hours, I fincily
connceted up astern of R.F.fi, BROVN RANGIR at 1000 and diseonngcted witn

a fecling of well~being through having full tanks at 1145. Group One

had appeared with a swish shortly after the replenishnent and a transfer

of documents had been arranged for 1315. The squadron stesned in foruzat_on
over the dinner-hour prior to an exchange of docunents between H,M.S. ViDULAN
and H.l.5. DAIPIITR planned for 1315. I put off the transtfer as a squall
passed but it was obvious when H.M.S. VERULAM lowered her Genini eraflt

that it would stand up to puch worse weather than the force 5 of the squall,
The evolution was very snartly executed by H.L.S. VIRULAM and it is clear
that a Wonini-.craft is a much nore valuable boat than the classical sca

boat, whose days nmust be nunbered. Ls soon as the transfer was oconmplete,
Group One rapidly vanished westward whilst H.¥.S, DAMPIIR and H,M.A.S.
DIANTTI. continued towards Monday's area.

5. The ﬂmﬂard/.-u-u-

L} 1
1
S e S —
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4 He The standard pattern of the day's nnugnngraphy*cnntinue& thrcug#Jmiﬁu;;
5th to "cinesday 7th with the weather settling dawn'toﬁan cgually EFHLmE‘:
pattern of south wosterly force 5 to 6 with a regular Tlow af s?ualfs,Lnaat
of ther wet., Vhatover efforts wers nade to scnceal the Eor% f%hzﬁsta{u; L
vositien, a squall was always there at ?hm rcniizvnfn aﬁff;iufjhid‘a Tadrly
standar® pa.tern of exegorated renarks between i.,hﬂ AT’ :.uu;a.:*:.i:....-”u.
DT/ LL, set off on 2@ 30 mile traverse "witn real cxplosions®,

il ol

e -

Qceanciznphic perties plashed about cn dec? and were rnthgr Eer?f%siﬂﬂiluw
thay had e Gry T, &% the end of observations on th 1 was stnﬁrinihrxhh_
Hol.eBe DILMUNTINA h0 had started Tfor the nexv area '.::hen‘i E-fiu&,,t n...f..uﬂ.;
hnd lookzd like any other on the rzdar burst on tne Eh%p with mi?dﬂ 2

60 knots., H.olieS, DLAIANTINA on being told that she had just missed a

| zood one replicd chat it nust have been the T'irst.

- 4 : 2 e : '-'l"' :"u "
D Durinz the night of Thurscay 8th/Friday 9th 1 gave Scarb;rcuﬁn‘;ccl
2 : ' {41 Ry able ain a fix for 50
a vory wide berth as nsither snip had been able To Dh?-l{ : iﬁ f§1“ .
| hours, At the closest point to the recl the botton shoaled LOTUP fi :ui

l v Ehons W : o0 ter the peak had
f 800 fathons although soue 2,800 Tathous was charFu:: afber UP; i 3 \

$ndl 4] 1 . T DCONTTII:. had obbtaine
passed I was surprised to find that H,M, 4.5 BLASNTIN. hac ob BAnga
: n:.-- C ﬂi--h| 'I'-"h--_ %

o shoaler sounding although shc was on the outside track, and that the
shoal was separate from the reef, :

- ¥ w5 N oy |. E _: ﬂ .- A ':'I y oy E .'r. T.i ¥ i = ‘:'.1"'.::. T .‘l P :"r
‘,-?. a_:_; L:".“'.'i_" fﬂllﬂwl-n{_ fw, Fl"lu&. ;f't.l, T-"li.i‘i..a......-.:ru o S i S -:-L-'-U-*-l-* I i : )
b 1 3 : -I: ; -‘: Fig 1Y) 1 I". II-E -..J Yo a rl!

{ N eartine the conditicn of her gquarterdeck rice={icld, the sun W 2
,..-..rI"“t.....,t_._ Liie conditd 1 : : 1 s Y
instant 3 naeition 1inc obtained, Jt ‘tne néd of the doy's wors oOL.

@i InSTARG At & PoS L R S v . Abdndiaad tisPretory land fix
- g, 3 5 =1~ ] i 0 “:-: '_-" il iLL &
ships stcaned fowards Lhe const of Luzcn, ﬁhtllu_: 2 Savd ajburry i':uq 3
before sddnight, and turned to svean slowly tovards the followang day's
' s T : - - 1 s mrrrennl had doined up a2nd Rof.oe.
roplenishnent position, By daybreak RH.TF.., PIDEFOOL had joined up on .

BROVE RyMNGIR was steaning towards, To save tine I had decided to carry OuL
a three ship R4 8., Troo R.F.h. TIDEI'00L, The we | XS or L
auspicious but ships sconed fairly coafortable _'.Il'th. t:;.‘:. wind m‘: t.t“.f:'_.-* Es.-"*_'.";-
't-u:t.;:‘d Bos RGPS, ER0LE RaliGast tia a1 et T RNE  SER yi ‘siile :
ST/ YTINA she.port side mnd Mol PAEIIR astern, L Oad TLOLL LRAL
R.T... BRON RIENGIR would he the ste~dier ship to hive on the woather

& H L] w il ||l'
- 1 v 444 e had cuite an exeiting Tine. Holgno
Siﬂ.e' h'h]-t ln tl:'\:‘ {:I'Eltir ll-t-'h':.ll-ls; E:l‘-: & = :r‘ "1..:'1-.# |-IL 'Ti I—'-.r-L-l- 'll-.hn'li. & : - -:" - - - : N
1 5 = ¥ ATy | T B *. YT S R
L] 5 " oy & W - # ‘-l 1= " . T s W Lkl 1 L L 154 o6 i I‘ R ks L' =
DI.:::. T-T P 8 -:-*"3._.". ﬁ":t':_." A T .’:=..I‘ '..4.+11'1 -l v}-J-:'*—-“' i lugd gd-m ‘-"'-Ll‘ I . Wrid E -
. Wk L ot = = — Ll - L =1 . - P———
= g 1 b o - I S - R S rn-l.n::. e - e = "'..:-l""_ - l :"l_'L-u N P T .
'u*: t!-. 1.-::';": E r:'.F. -'1.!1 L..':J: bl e L'T.t - cots | 1 D e s -..1 i 1 & Y St 1:' : i"' . : 5 A
: trya fnm mnd the snaking of the hosg, This, unforvunacely d 4
& lng y i O s g 4 SUT Thno SNl G- el da . 5 . oy i Aty s
. Tayrs 1 e | e agm o 1 fTs=a O g T S
- -li-.. 1-I| . = [ r_..l F ] i - e L b ‘l-_.r = x s il il ind d - el ¥ il J
to do £or +he hose passed briefly under the s i s | o o
- -1 - & B -5 - x L L .1 L .I-'|n" F|1' ) _;‘ﬂh ‘- 13 i f-" -_.' -'.:-';:I.. '_:, i i L] .
G‘t:mﬂ‘ct: {1 Tk i.'L‘.i\.ir:]-l#{ 3 -'..--..r't[.'-a. (s S 1‘-..4‘.-.11'{ Lk _--'E--# . -'-.‘1I~ o g ‘ J .
p s - = y e R T II .'.._ . - b o o B . .r o . Ei
Aigeanncetad ag=in until a new [osSc section ecguld e 1OSTIN
- ol e B - L] - - W @ A W Id.l-nl'-“-"L"
r ) - L B . 'y ™ po+d '?..T"T'H_.-‘ -y = -|_-r'- ";"I' :"':.,' "y i ] | () 1_.' - g i
4 oRed grg 4 gtid :‘jﬁt A8 lyilpstaits -'LL----I-.-.J.‘JH s Jiaelhllly, ~f *

el RoT e BROVWN FulNGid o saamegvar shortly afteruards ank
relict’ R.l i BROWN B NG R Eﬂﬂﬂlﬁtf}ﬂ Her maap=0vel shox _,F. L

t g minas. disconhcctolat

oM., DI, taking it gently through hor aging pipss, HasCornet

1020,

.  n.0.A, TIDBPOOL grosiously joined up vith the group SoX BL P ST
- b Ry | L (S = 1 > = " o, — ol e T ‘:.Lq._ . | oy

Bay, and the four '.} saips aadé a fine sight racing towards oMuaC

djvisions in ¢clurn, division guldes aDeal. 4 ninety depree ‘IT“iT-,.,_

3 S H - "I'"H'i =1 1 1? s g i e
ave tat the four ships in colucn, but I underestinated R,F.... TLos0uss
turning cirele so that a guick shuffle was necussary Lotore sh1d3 PAmaar
rinde Isle, the entry point for Subic Bay at 1315, Here, n.l.a. Loooduis
ard [.F..i. BROWN RANGIR had to sadly break away to their rather renoto

anchoragcs.

Enterin ic Bay vwas something like arriving in 2 nodern chil%'s
g;rt i;;EEi?ngtizgﬂ wa;YE?erything;ln%ighters-awnnp?& nv?rheaﬂ, a hF}icn;iar
hung over us for & time (making wheel orders guita-lgmudlhle) and Eﬂlrﬁtﬁl
all descriptions were lying to the closely lald}nocrlngs- One fElt'tdn
any ninute someone would offer to exchange & ship that there were Fau of
for a survey ship (a class vhich was not represonted in the home side).

Turning the corner/secees
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Turning Lhu hdr 2r to our alldfed berth at 1350, H.l.S. LiIPIIN nosed
alongside M., 5, VIRULAL, Jdying o an:., Just ahead of five ships slongside
cach othar. H.ﬂ_g.l. DL"th TING conie alongside outboard shortly ai'terwarls,
s most impressive 14 piece band was assenbled on H.UK.S., VERULJ's boatdegk
playing nmilitary music with such force that egain wheel orders were
inaudible. It appeared thav the musicians' instrupents had only just \
arrived in their "residual baggage" end they were anxious to nake up for

ICIE'b ti'._.'l'.': .

10, .is soon as the ships were alongside, Captains and Officers of our
sost siips cane on board to welcoue us, and offer as nuch hssﬁ;utll+y &
could be packed into our short stay., It “~4d beecn hoped that prior
.rr.ng:"-ntu would nove been nade, as requested, for officers of the base
ard their wives to conc on board in the evening to a combined party, but
tw our disnay rnothing lhiad been done, 45 all proparations had been pade,
hi Cnutzins andt Officers of our host ships rallied round and invited a

5gts8, aml an cnquible but sonewhat inpronptu reception
Yias helu ;_1cn£ by a vigorous section o the Beand,
| 11 On the following day it was possible to start discussing operationa

e T - stoff (who work an 18 hour day, seven doys a week '

C 1 by attendance of Commanding Offiicers and Officers
1 faur ships ot llorning Sarvice,

p 1 n the following doy, lHonday 12th September the Conconding 0fficers,
EI.II.;.%. DELINT T, (1..4:,,.1.,, ant Cornander P.G, DUNC.LN, Reyal Australian
Navy), H.L,5. VIRULID (Licutonant Ceanander D.F, WATTS, Royal NMavy) and

LM 8, MDREN (Licutenont Comnander M.D, SIZEL.ND, T{O‘f" Navy) and oyselfl
called on tnﬁ Captain of the FPort, Captain J,D, MASTIRSON, United States
Navy, who was acling as Coumgrnder, Noval Dase, Subie in the cbsence of
Rear fdnirs) 6.5, GILCSON. U.S... e

JCAT S L (30 ¢ bl latiasON L
the FPlect wes. arriving in aubic ALl ‘rad Captain Hﬁﬂguhscﬁtﬂ Tindow vie
LA see ghiips wearlins dhe tﬂ::.t:: sign locking for berths: a shortage
\aving arisen taroupgh a strong nnuharc wvind neking some of the allocatad
erths untenable, Cantain I;’.;:‘:.Tlﬁaﬁh hacd to decline an invitation to
rcturn the calls owing to pressure of work. ..t about 1300 H. N.S. DELIGHT
| § and H, .. .8, DARGURTS scecured outboard of H.ll...5, DIANANTINA, and were
ghould all be sailing on the following day,

.
+ Lt -
=9 I e----. :1.

O
&)
r‘

| .__.-

O O

1 i == 7 1 = B
ataroed o hear that o

15 Dwing the first twe days in Subie, the low pressure systea witch
we had Teared was forning nc:r"t.:. wost of Lh.’:ﬁn becdne recogniscd by tho ;
r neteorslozical nutharities and rated as a tropical storp, Js 1ts a*r:La;“
Wwas over the areas we had intended to wark in, 2 quick change of plen i
was Bide before seiling to give it time to get out of the woy., Final
' arrangencnss heving been pade and final farewells and thanks said, the
procoss of winkling H,ii..n.5. DJJJL.L.T Nk, H.ii,8. DAMPFIER and I.Il.‘i. VERUL: ..
out frex inside H,I.S, DZLIGI™ AND rl.d.u.S PIRRAILTTA began, The two
ships that were staying held ufz their sterns with tugs whilst we all .
slipped out one by one, The basic plan was that H.M.A4.S. DI GLANT TIN/A, v |
| HolleT. (NDREW and H.M.S, D.MPIER should take up waiting positions unt,.bl
‘- Herl,5, VIRUL/Y was ready to go ahead, when we could all prachcd in eolunn,
nodified for foul weather if necessary to pernit us to leave in separanic
divisions, H.M.S5. ANDRET arrived in good time, H.M.L.S. DIAMNTINA took

:
!
up her position and H.li.S. DAMPIER had just taken the station ahead when e i

= il —

heavens opened ups H,H.S5, VERUL:Y, who had just slipped and who would havo
| had rdf‘:..culty turnin;; into the wind in any cago let go an anchor to swing

| on, and as the visibility had reduced to 13 cables, I decided to go ahcad

: with H,10.00 8, DLUUNTIOU., leaving H,M.S. nHIIRE! patient, and sonewhat
forlorn, to wait for H,Ii. S VIRULAM, Nothing was seen of the harbour on

| the way out except a quick glinpse of H.M.S. VICTORIOUS and the only other
objeet in sight was H.l.A.S, DIAMANTINA, a shadowy shape and as always

in oxcellent station astcrn. The ?mn:bhar clearcd as Grande Isle was passcd,

; and in the gathering gloon, H.M.S. VERUL/M, H.M.S. LNDREW a.nd R,F. i, BROVTI
RINGER could be seen -abput a nile astern,

: 14, The ﬂudﬂﬁn/----ntr--
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5 ‘/D/“i-. The sudden very hcavy squall put the seal on our visit to Subic
’ Bay. The inericcons had done all that they possibly could for us, and
in H,H{.S5, DAMPIER's case, no praisc was high enough for the hospitality
of our host ship U.S.S. REISHL/, All the U.S, clubs were open to the
ship's ooupany and everywhere ono found the U,S, Navy personnel cheerful,
, friendly and hospitable, Nevertheless, two days in Subic would probably
-' . be enough for a change for the ship's coopany. The constant succession
of squalls during our visit had not inmproved matters, and this last nade
us glad to be out with sone sea roon.

15, 4 slow passage was nedo overnight to an edjacent area for two

days work over a known accoustic range. kER. F.E, HiLLE of San Diego

had been embarked for the leg to Hong Kong and he, of course, showed

great interest in our results over this range. The two days went well,
little disturbed by the woather, which continued much as before, On

the irst day two accoustic runs were ncde for a conparison of nethods

and the whole of the second day wos devoted to coring and canera stations,
Trials of a newly obtained U,S., Cancra wore, unfortunately, unsuccessfiul,
and it was clear that sonc nodification was required before it would work.

16, At 0230 on 16th September, as H.M.S. DAMPIIR and H.M.4.S. DLGEANTING
wore heading north to the next area, and just beginning to feel the swell
fron the tropieal storn, now pronoted to Typhoon ELSIE, I received via
: Singapore, a general!distress signal concerning Ore Carrier LUGUST HOON
: (10,000 tons), agrou'd on Fratas Reof. After sone thought I orderecd
’ H.M.S. VERULAM, H.M. .S. DIAILNTINA and d.M.S. DIMPIER to procecd at
best speed to Pratas-Reef, All three ships were about 250 niles away
i but I hoped that H.M.S. VERUL/M at leecst and possibly H.M...S.
DIAILNTIN/. would pet there bofore sunset, IILM.S., DAPIER with her lower
speed would have got there about 2000 in good conditions, Meanwhlle, I
heard that H.M.S. LOCH FADA had becn diverted to Pratas Reef, and after
assessnent of the relative importance of H.M.S. VERULM's work ordered
her to roturn to her trials, ..s luck would have it, H.id,5. D.IIFITR was
in the act of changing over boilers, and both boilers were connected by
0412, when I increased to 15 knots = the speed I thought I could best
keep up for a long period, H,M.A,S, DIAIMLNTINA, with 14 knots on one
boiler was not faor astern, anl by 0800 sk~ was coning up close to port
with a knot advantage, moking as she cane past "How do you get thesc
: things out of sccond gear?" 3By nc: the cwell fron Typhoon ELSIE had
| B becone quite steep, and both ships were clembering up to the crests and
plunzing down into the troughs, proving once again their excellent hull
) 1 esign., So we continued for an hour, in bright sunshine, with a feeli.
of excitement in the air, and it nust be adnitted a feeling of escape
: fron the daily oceanography. It soon became clear however that U.S,S.
; ORISKINEY was going to get to the scens long before we were, and it was
: her helicopters which wuld be vitel in the rescue, By 1000 H.l.4A.S.
| I DI/M/NTINA passed news of her first sorties and I turned both ships back
| I to cur area for the day and reduced speed. Shortly afterwards, cane the
good news that all the ecrew had been rescued. The station was started
at 1315, still in a 15 foot swell, and by 1950 a slightly reduced series
of observations was conplete.

!.HHJ ol e ———— e e = -

17. The fornation and passage of Typhoon EISIE had cleared the air and
nade & conplete change in the weather. The next three days continued,
baock in tho oven tenor of our observations in btright, sunny and calo
woather., .Apart fron the occasional over-heating of some of the equipnent
and a general difficulty in keeping the wires up and down in the confused
surface currents caused by Typhoon ELSIE the days produced good results
and a satisfying feeling of steady production,

18, On Sunday 151%11/_..........

i
|
i
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18, On Sunday 18th, howvever our pulscs quickened a 1ittle when I was asked 4
by Conuodore, Hong long if any of our group of ships could be spared to piclc

up 37 survivors of ;UGUST MOON who had been kept temporarily on Pratas Island

by the local authorities. 1 jonedietely voluntecercd the sarvices of H.H.S.
DIMPIER ond if' necessary, H.M.A.S. DIAMANTING, and hoped that we could be of

300e SCIrViCeCe

19, Thc planning of the period before Hong Kong had left ne with a feeling
of dissatisfaction because vhich ever way it wes planned I could not avold
aasting time, I had been instructed that both ships had to xfuel frono

k. F.A. BROVN RANGER before entering Hong Kong anc writh the passages involved
and the desiresbility of entering on a favoureble tide 1t appeared that the
replenishnent was likcly to waste A whole d~y's work, i call at Pratas
Tsland scezed to be the piece which conpleted the Jig=sav puzzle, however,
for it would not wean the loss of any nore observational tine, but would

put soncthing uscful into the blank poeriod, It was thercfore with relicf
+hat I reccived orders froo Connocdore, Hong Kong to proceed to Pratas lsland
by carly a.t. on 20th Soptember - o tine and date which fitted in perfectly,

20, I arrived off the Tsland at 0630 and anchored 3 niles to the south
west, obtalning & rensonable lce frou the force 4 to 5 north easter, Shortly
“er 0700 two survey notor boats and the notor cutter, cach towing a
inghy procecded +ousrds the islend in column, naking a fine sight in the
| porning sun. Licutecnant J.T. SHORTHOUSE was in charge of the leading boat
| and the opcration. The DasSage through the nigger heads vas found without
ouch Aifficulty and all three boats nosed into the beach soon after 0800
The survivors had reached the beach before then and quickly crbarked,
Lieutenant SHORTHOUSE had a brief conversation with the Garrison Comnnander
and as other ncnbers of the garrison startecd to let off fire crackers the t
| voats returned to the ship. As soon as the boats were hoisted, I weighed
and proceeded to the vicinity of the vreck to £ix its positdon, apologising
to Captain Coneron the llaster of ;JUGUST MOCON for having t- take hin back to
the scene of the disaster., The wrock was 12 niles away, near the north
cast tip'of the recefl nd as I was short of tine To neet ny replenishnent
rendezvous I had to econfine the ship's activities to fixing the wreck and
putting 1n scne snnll dotail on the island and reluctantly abandon any
hope of fixing the positions of the other wrecks narked P.fi. on the chart,

94, RoF.i. BROTN RANGER and H.M.A.S. DIANITING were sighted at 1450 and I
T _wns connceted astern of R.T.1. BROWN R/NGER at 1600. H.M.AS, DIALINTINA
ad conopleted her replenishrient and I was SOITy that I had settled on
replenishing astern — an inefficient nethod at the best of times, I
disconnected at 1750 and as R Fia BRON RANGER set course towards Hong
Kong, the two ships stopped for the last event of the day a calibration of ¢
the accoustic charges and cquipnent. Thanks to excellent nanoecuvring by
H.M.A.S. DLALUNTINA the calibration was complete by 1940, the last
nasthead angle being token between her nasthead obstruction light and an
alnost indistinguisheble waterlire,

22. A slow night passage to the last area and 2 successful day in 700 .
fathons conpleted phase 1 of the observations and at 1615 I turned towards
Hong Kong, being joined by H.M..:.S. DIAMANTINA fron the other end of the
1ine during the First Vatoh. A stop was nade off VJang Lang Light for a
| wash—-and=brush-up, and having been ordered to enter at twenty ninute spacing,
T proceeded at G900, loaving H.M.A.S. DIAMLNTINA still at it.

23, As soon ds the ship was through Lei-u-dun Pass, I hauled over to
starboard and lowered s survey notor boat which I expected to need during
the stay in Hong Kong and leaving her to follow proceeded through, for Hong
Kong, excoptionally light harbour traffic, berthing on South Wall, Victoria
Basin at 1105. H.M.A.S. DIAMANTINA entered the basin twenty ninutes later
and berthed outboard of H.M.S. DAMPIIR. i .

' 24, The crew of fesbesine
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2,, The orew of AUGUST HOON had proved to be very friendly during their two
days stey, accepting rather cranped conditions on the upper deck cheerfully

enc the Master regaling the wardroon with nany salty stories, The eorew

had kindly eleoaned all the upper deck bright-work on the norning of our

arrival, A% tho ship osne alongside nany of their reletives were on the

jotty and nade a noving sight as thoy were reunited, The press, also, were
present in force and geve the survivors a fairly hard tine, ILuckily, they -
were not very interested in H.M.S. D.UPIIR, °

.p..'—h-.-l*-.- [ e

25, I salled on the Connodore-in-Charge, Hong Kong, Connodore F,D., HOLFORD,
D.S.C., at 1430 that afternoon and he returned oy call at 1000 on the
following day. At 1150 the Connanding Officers of i, M.A.S. DIAMANTINA,
H.M.S, ANDREV, H.M.S. [NCHORITE and nyself signed the books of His Excellency
the Governor, and the Militery Connander,

i

26, On Fridey 23rd Septouber, also, the Fleet started to arrive, H.M.S.

VICTORIOUS, wearing the Flag of Vice Adniral MILLS, Flag Officer Second-

in-Connend, Far East Fleet, entering at 1245 and securing to No.1 buoy,

closely followed by H.li..:.S. STUAPT, (Comnander P, GOLDRICK, R.A.N.), _ y
H.H.S, LENDER, (Captein R.L. EVELEIGH, D.S.C., R.N.) and H.M.A.S.

PARRAMATT:, (Conmmander J.A, MATTHEW, M.B.E., Royal Australian Navy).

27. The initial deys in Hong Kong seemed ideal, The weather was perfect,
and the ship's conpany enjoyed the easy access to the town, well deserved
after our recent disregard of Saturdaysond Sundays. The conplications of
life in harbour, however, tended to slow down the enornous anount of paper-
| work arising froo the preceding oceanographical observations, and there
were nonents of desperation when one regretted that with three ships |
outboard it would be difficult to slip and go away to sea for a few days. T

28, As soon as the ship had arrived in Hong Kong the Base Engineer
| Officer had comc on beard to offer assistance with any defects we might
have, His offer was eagerly taken up and within 24 hours the oceanographic
winch had been renoved complete, for the overhaul it badly needed. Of
less obvious, but more vital concern were some noisy connecting rod bearings
on the nain engines., Approval was obtained to go to extended notice on
sne engine at a tine, and with shore assistance these bearings were quickly
opened up and found to be well in need of re-nmetalling, the work being taken
in hand innediately. At the sane tine con ract assistance was obtained for
: cleaning and painting the engine-roon bilges. The work was progressing
: steadily when, on Vednesday 28th September the Engine Roon Lrtificer super-
'. vising their work heard running water and on inspection found a localised
spot of corrosion on the outer botton had broken through leaving a.hole,
A soft wood wedge was imnediately driven into the hole and to his alarn
] nadc the hole bigger. The flow was reduced to a trickle with packing and the S >
] defect reportcd to Connodore, Hong Kong, who within four hours arranged
| _& for the ship to dock on Saturday 1st October. Such is the rote of working in
4 the conncrcial docks in Hong Kong that it was expected that the ship would be
out again in 48 hours.

e

| 29, On Monday 26th Septomber the ship was visited by lr., Lu and Captain

1 Koo of the Great Southern Steanship Conpany, owners of AUGUST MOON. Despite
! protests that we had donc nothing dangerous or diffioult in taking off the
orew fron Pratas Island, they had insisted on presenting the ship with o

] oup to nark the occasion, The ship's conpany were assenbled while Mr. Lu

l presentod the cup, and in thanking hin I pointed out that the nost inportant
:

thing of 211 was that all had been saved, and expressed the synpathy of the
ship's coopany with the company in the loss of their ship.

_ g de ! 4 - B2y
¥ 5 g --'._ ’ # - L & -
TR X N IO = ) : : =
-Jl-li ! - ] ':‘- -.,a I l* F £ i 3 '-. & ! .l-"-.jI
i | ]‘d‘“ r*r:"' -h._':.'.'r‘: llr'! : q-‘%_ r X =" e ‘:r"' . d [ ol ....-._.
-, Ft ey .- H'_aﬂ. '_:-‘ F . ) : ._n .'- v, =~ -l-l ¥ b i » ' i'l.' P g - - -5 e - '
% T it 2o, ?'F'-i[-::ﬁt‘.".'.-tr &i‘.'-.f‘.f- T W e o Bt ey ;f 'r 3" s ¢
- Th » . M .-I -I : L _I'.l- p s _q_l_ 1 ' = . E * v 1 I 1-__-- » _1. ¥
e N 1! NP Bl T T e R ey R R T t""_ = TRl » 1--"‘ e
- " I'l S : r l-.l - ": . .¢“
m i W = _l-'l
# - [ - o
-

¥ I
‘-I'.Il'."

;'=- Ll [

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO/74030



- 7 =
| * 30, On Thursday 29th Septenmber, the ship was honoured by a visit fronm
iy, -J.P.77. MALLELIEU, I,P,, Minister of Defence for the Royal Navy. He
arrived on boaord, acconpanied by Flag Officer, Seocond-in~Comnand, Far
East Fleet, Vice Adpnirel C.P, MILLS, C.B., C.,B.E., D.5.C., the Naval
Seerctery, fear Adniral J.G,B, COOKE, C.B,, D.S,.,C., The Deputy Under
Seoretary of State (Naval), Mr. S. REDMAN, C.B., J.P, and the Private
Secrotary to the Minister Mr, J. PETERS, The MNinister visited the
Chartroon, vhere he inspected results of previous surveys and asked nany
questions about the resultant volue both to the fleet and to overseas
devolopment, the conversation including a brief review of hydrographic
potential in this theatre - a2 poignant subject in view of H,M.S, DAMPIER' s
imminent docking, After this hors d'oeuvres the Minister inspected the
recent oceanographicnal results and again acked pmany questions about the
results. Mr., J. HLRGDBAVES the ship's Jenior Scientist, had laid on a
replay cf an acoustic run (2ll of which are recorded on tape) and a
detailed conversation ensucd about the acoustic properties of the oceans,
Unfortunately I had to hurry the Minister over the closing stages of this
canversetion as we were already far behind schedule, After a brief
inspection of the Hydroplastic Corer, the Velocineter, and Teuperature
Salinity Nridge, followed by a look into a Survey Motor Boat, the Hinister
visited the Chief Petty Officers iless, where he took tes, and two of the
| Junior Ratings nessdeclks before leaving the ship at 1505, twenty ninutes
late,

. 31, The saue evening Comnanding Officers of ships attended a dinner
in the Flagship given in honour of the Minister by Vice Admiral Milla.
Conversation during and af'‘ter dinner rangel over a wide number of subjects
until nidnight ond the liinister won the adnmiration of all by his tenacity
in some very virile disoussion af'‘ter what must have been a very gruelling
day, All left this exoellent dimner with the conviction that their remarks
and views had been noted by the Minister,

322, The nonth ended with a brief exercise for the ship's Internal
Scourity Platoon on 30th September and preparations for leaving Victoria
Basin and entering the Cosmopolitan Dock, Kowloon on the following day.

3%, In retrospect the nonth had been a most rewarding one, The
oceanographic work had heen very successful and the results at first sight
n-peared to be valuabl The credit for tue success of Phase 1 of the
project goes to the sw seying officers and mtings who have worked very
long hours throughout the weeks, as well aos keeping watches and carrying
| on ship's duties, the ship's artificers who vitually formed an Ocean-
| ographic Support Group and in particular to the First Lieutenant,
Lieutenant Comnander M,7,7. JAMES and the then Senior Scientist, Instructor
Lieutenant G,N, DAVIS, D,S.C,, whose work and cheerful approach won the
respect of all,

1 3., The oceanographic work will be dealt with in greater detail in |
-/ separate reports, It cannot go unnentioned, however, whaet a first class
part H.M,A.S, DIAMANTING has played in the c ombined oceanography in
Phase 1, as well as carrying out detailed observations of her own progranae, 4
It would be iipossible to iunagine a better ship to work with, She has
played 2 faultless part in the conbined work although often wrestling with
| \ defective equipnment, and her irrepressible humour has helped along rainy and
sunny days nlike, Altliough her own observations are just as ioportant as
the combined ones she has always been ready to absorb any change of plan
or specisl requirenent,

35. During the nonth Lieutenant Commander R.J. CAMPBELL joined on 25th
September and bok over as First Lieutenant on 29th September, Lieutenant
Comnander P,M., MARCELL, joined on 27th Septenmber and took over as Supply
Officer on 30th Septerber, Lieutenant G,N, DAVIS, Mr. D.R, WOODLAND and
Mr., J. ARCHER, 2ll of A,U.W.E, all returned to the United Kingdom on 25th
Septenber, having been relieved by Mr, J. HARGREAVES, Mr. T.G. PENN and
Mr., J. VIOLFENDEN respectively. '

Lieutenant SHALIOW/eeeceseces
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Lioutencnt SHALLOW left the ship on 30th Septenber and Licutenant Connander
JJ{ES renained after the end of the nmonth after being relieved having
offered to_ help with surveying records until the ship sailed: his honeward
flight not being until 8th October.
: I
| 3%. The advance partr of the new connission §oined on the ship's arrival
and the outgoing adva: e party were discharged on 24th Septenmber.

37. The conduct of the ship's conpany has been in general very good,

Subic Bzy was unfortunately conducive to a nunber of ninor leave-breaking
offences, nnd one offence of insubordination ashore in Hong Kong was punished
by warrant, :

38, The health of the ship's conpany has been very good., All benefitted
fron the cooler, drier atnosphere of Hong Kong.

39. A list of correspondence to and fron the Hydrographer is appended in
original only,

I have the honour to be
Sir

Your obedient Servant

(P.G.N. C.RDNO)
Coonander, Royal Navy

Enclosure; ippendix,

Copies to: The Comnander, Far East Fleet,
The Flag Officer, Scoond-in-Connand, Far LEast Fleet.
The Chief of Naval Inf'ormation, \Vhitehall,
The 0fficep=in-Charge, Hydrogrophic School.
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- General
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- Jtems

Procurement/Proviﬂioning/Manufaotura
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-~ Other Aspects - General
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~ Actual - Quality Assurance
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- Jtems
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Storing - See Handling
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Reg,

Mark

Card Index Out Div
* AT DGIM ¢
700/51 41 AS(ACofS) C
703=740/¢ AT AS(ACofs) C
700/64 41 DAS C
703--740/¢ Nil DAS C
700/51 49,2 DGNP C
700/51 49,2 AS(ACofS) C
703-740/¢ AT AS(ACofS) C
* Nil DGNP C
700/57 49,2 DAS C
703-740/¢ Nil DAS C
* A2 x A7 DNOI C
* A2 x AT DGIM C
1626/7 395.4 x A7  AS(NS) Gk
700/51 46,2 AS(ACofS) ©
703=740/¢ AT AS(ACofS) C
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