AWMY78

Reports of Proceedings, HMA Ships and
Establishments

AWMT78 Class 282 - HMAS ONSLOW

File number: AWM78/282/4

Title: AWMY78 282/4 - January-December
1974 ~

RCDIG1074059

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1074059



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG10/74059



DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE

INTERIM FORM ONLY -~ JUNE 1974

DETAILS OF lN\?ORMATION ANALUSIG

~ INFORMATION CLASSIFIER _Me/Dwnin
| ORIGINAL / COPY
| DUPLICATE COPY MADE __
| DATE OPENED _ Hllig T

CUR\T SIFICATION

REGISTRATION '
(es1Ricred.

TITLE Ffﬂiﬁg Oﬁ,‘aLuUJ - QEPOPT _O€__PRocefDINGS
TS N R . _ﬁéﬁ, AR 1 e

REGBTRMION NuveER NIv28 ll} W2

MQRK 10 ___ﬁi‘i(_N S )__ﬂ__ el

|
t

, FILE LOCATION SECTION OF CANCELLATION AND NEW FILE NUMBER.
| CLOSE FILE NUMBER sofa Rt

i

g CROSS REFERENCE THIS FILE WITH FLLE 6 *
i*
;

SUBJECT INDEX

! POSTING PRECS
o i L s i
e e - e
NAME INDEX
HEADING PRECIS
” ﬂ\ﬁ@____imsww?—- KEPORT ©F PReceedmies

— SEPTEmPER  (TL

— L e —— - T i ———— e W - —

ALTER FILE wm&mm m(; Ry for ~ FocagF, Lt
1 LETTER DATED ﬂ‘ g 14 RE!;EQ&_NCE NUMBER_ B ﬁ d_"ib 3@ N

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT0/74059



RESTRICTED

FILE 18/6/ 4140

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
(NAVY OFFICE)

____Report of Proceedings JANOCARY 194774~

L 8
3 -

¥

3
»/
D fﬂ(g C;.xb Seev Ao accas Lece,., C&larcd ag

Ns V7% efe fo vt & 4

/fé of S .r':i}} )

< 95% < /1%

AS () 5)
NOTES: A, This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

B. The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director'!s comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments.,

C, Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.

D, If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above.
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Taiephone:
359-91mm1 LMD H.M.A. FLEET HEADQUARTERS,
GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000
" Q

The Secretary
Department of Defence (Navy Office)

IMAS ONSLOW - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - JANUARY, 1974

Forwarded.

J.RJ".“““‘E‘

(D.C. Wells) -
Rear Admiral
Flag Officer Commandingz

Enclosure:

HMAS ONSLOW Report G2/12/96 dated 1st February, 1974
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HMAS ONSLOW
At Cockatoo Island.

G2/12/96 1st Pebruary 1974.

The Flag Officer Commanding,
H.M. Australian Fleet.

HMAS ONSLOW - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS -~ JANUARY 1974.

Sir,

1. I have the honour 1o report the proceedings of HMAS ONSLOW,
ander my command, for the period lst January to 31st January 1974.

Times throughout are Zone Lima (~11).

2e On lst January HMAS ONSLOW was alongside PLATYFUS continuing
Agsisted Maintenance Period N© 16.

3. At 0820 on Monday Tth January ONSLOW conducted a cold move
using tug BRONZEWING and tugs 501 and 502 to Sutherland Dock at

Cockatoo Island. The submarina<§awa§jat 1100. HMAS ONSLOW is in

dock to carry out her Special Survey ocking. She has remained 1in
Sutherland Dock throughout the month.  FProgress to date is satisfactory.
However, the planned undocking date has been delayed till the 15th
February due to work arising from the survey and inclusion of additional
ok as detailed in GOSIEAA signal 1806207 JAN T4 °Sig DKU/DWG HMAS

ONSLOW SPECIAL SURVEY DOCKING.

\ 4e On Thursday 3rd and Friday Ath January LEUT GLEX D.F. WEBB

RAN and SBLT SLEX J.C.A. GERLACH RAN took their Part III Submarine
Officers Qualification Examinations in HMAS PLATYPUS. These officers
were posted to HMAS OTWAY on the 14th January 1974.

e At 1000 on the 1l4th January 1 attended the Primary Planning
conference for Exercise Kangaroo One in which HMAS ONSLOW is partic-

ipating in June.

6. | The health of the Ship's Company remains good and morale 1s
highe
Te The material state of the ship is gsound.

1 Have the Honour to be
Sir
co COMMAYD, o Your Obedient Servant
Ao e
H\“‘\-—. : l“""ﬂh (R-ﬂtH FﬂYl)

Lieutenant Commander
COMMANDING OFFICER

Enclosure:- Annex A - Steaming AppendiXx
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ANNEX A to HMAS ONSLOW Letter G2/12/96
Dated 1lst February 1974

RESTRI

STEAMING APPENDIX - JANUARY 1974
ourfaced
Distance Run 0.00
Hours 0.00
Dived
Distance Run 0.00
Hours 0.00

SINCE COMMISSIONING

surfaced
Distance Run 62396.55
Hours 6393.64
Dived
Distance Run 27693.47
Hours 3655 182
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T TR ——
359-91M1 pRK H.M.A. FLEET HEADQUARTERS,
GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000
AF. 1/16/ 58 2 2 MAR 1974

The Secretary
Department of Detence (Navy Office)

HMAS ONSLOW - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - FEBRUARY 1974

A
\
\
e :""1 < e G

(D.C. WELLS )
Rear Admiral
Commander Australian Fleet

Forwarded.

% Enclosure.

HMAS ONSLOW Report G1/10/9Y8 dated 1st March 1974

NU NEED Fog CIKCULATiaN 'li@. *f{l
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

HMAS ONSLOW
At Neytral Bay.

IN REPLY QUOTE Gl/ 10/ 98 ist March 1974.

The Flag Officer Commanding,
H.M. Australian Fleet.

HMAS ONSLOW — REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS -~ FEBRUARY 1974.

Sir,

1. I have the homour to report the proceedings of HMAS ONSLOW,
under my command, for the period lst February to 28th February 1974.
Times throughout are Zone Lima (=11).

2 From lst February until 19th February, ONSLOW was in Sutherland
Dock at Cockatoo Island carrying out her Speeial Survey Docking. The
programmed undocking date of 15th February was delayed by industrial
disputes and ONSLOW did not unsew until 1430 on the 19th February, 1974.
Due to the overtime ban by Painters and Dockers it was not possiblc to
leave Sutherland Dock and the submarine remained afloat, in dock over
nigh't-

3. LEUT R.J.H. CANHAM, RAN was relieved as Executive Officer Ly
LEUT K.F. PITT, RAN on the 6th February 1974. '

4. At 1015 on the 20th February, a cold move was made to tl-
Destroyer Wharf, Cockatoo Island, using tugs 501 and 502 wit tug

- BRONZEWING standing by. ONSLOW remained at Cockatoo Island . ’ili Monday
25th February. This period was occupied completing docking it .us and
preparing for the Safety Certificate.

He The period spent at Vickers Cockatoo Dockyard hss been extremely
fruitful. Not only did the Dockyard overcome considerable labour
‘shortages and industrial disputes to achieve the aim of the docking, that
being to extend the first commission of ONSLOW by one year, but the good
relations which were established between Ship's Staff and Dockyard
enabled a considerable amount of wgork to be undertaken by Ship's Staff
which would not normally be allowed. This has been reported in detail

in my letter to the Commander, First Australian Submarine Squadron, E1/10/97
dated 16th February 1974. -

6. The Special Survey Docking was successfully completed with the
signing of the Safety Certificate in ONSLOW at 1400 on the 25th February
1974. At 1415 ONSLOW slipped and proceeded to HMAS PLATYPUSy remaining
alongside storing and preparing for the coming workup and inspection
until the end of the month.

i:ﬂﬂiﬂﬂﬂ cesesssces/To  The
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2.
Te The health of the Ship's Company remains good and morale is
highe.
8. The material state of the ship is sound.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your Obedient Servant,

Lieutenant Commander, RAN
COMMANDING OFFICER.

Enclosure:- Annex A - Steaming Appendix.
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ANNEX A to HMAS ONSLOW Letter G1/10/98
dated 1st March 1974.

STEAMING APPENDIX - FEBRUARY 1974.

Surfaced
Distance Run 4.50 J
Hours ' O. 60
Dived
Digtance Run 0.00
Hours 0.00
SINCE COMMISSIONING
Surfaced
Distance Run | 62401.05 .
\
" Hours 639424
Dived
Distance Run 27693.47
. Hours 365582

i
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FILE 428/3/5%5

DEPARTIENT OF DEFENCE

il s A i R T L L il v I

(NAVY OFFICE)

MAS ONSE &o[VY, | Report of ProceedingsmAR 4

A‘S(NS /ﬁr‘/-l; | éMM of 'C'f L Deoe

2 4 1
77( é IS - fﬁi:-ﬂ%_;ﬂr:{ LbraTlicse .

NOTES

oo

A, This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon after they reach Navy Office,

B, The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments,

C. Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are reierred to
Directors and Heads of Branches,

D. If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above,
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Telephone: | | | -
359-9111 - H.M.A. FLEET HEADQUARTERS,
Ext 2615 | GAHDEN ISLAND. N.S.W. 2000

AF.  1/16/38 A 7 MAY 19?9

The Secretary
Department of Defence (Navy Office)

HMAS ONSLOW - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - MARCH, 1974

1 Forwarded.

2e Provision of replacement printed circuit cards

to overcome the 1TGCU problem noted in paragraph is being
investigated. (DEFNAV message DAV/OWR 110649Z April 1974
and ANZUK message DAV/OWR 111321%Z April 1974 refer).

8 The incident referred to in paragraph 15 is being
investigated and will form the subject of a separate report

in due course.
r\-" Ay i

(D.C. WELLS)
Rear Admiral
Commander Australian Fleet

E%%dEnclosure.

HMAS ONSLOW Report 01/11/71 dated Srd April, 1974

FPE:E?TT;"(:ﬁrE;E)
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L Hi ONSLOW,
& T At Sea.

Gli/ll/'?l RESTHIGTED jrd April 1974.

|

|

| The Flag Officer Commending,

| H-fﬂ- AuEtraliEn Ileet,

HMAS ONSLOW = REPORT OF PROCKEDINGS ~ I iCH 1974.

S1ir,
l. I have the honour to report the preceedings of 1IMAS ONSLOW
under my ocommand, for the period 1lst March 174 to 3lst Mavch 1974
Times until 030100 are in zone Lima (=1l) and then zone Kil 10).
2. From lst March until 10th March ONSLOW was 2longside at
HMAS PLATYPUS. This time was used as a harbour training period in
preparation for the work-up, harbour and sea inspections. ncluded

were a twelve hour fast cruise on 6th March aznd Divisious and Captaints
Rounds on 8th Merch. Departmental continuation training and lectures
on general submarine knowledge were conducted by suip's officers
throughout the week.

LA At 0905 on Monday llth March, ONSLOW sailed for the first
week of work-up, diving at 1105, This dive will have some minop
historical connotations as ONSLOW is the first submarine of the class
to extend a commission beyond the traditional four years. ‘he

successful completion of this dive was reported in ON3LOW = 1
110250Z MAR 74 and accordingly, the Safe to Dive period of ihe
submarine has been extended to 11lth March 1075. 211 systems were
checked correct before commencing a comprehensi ! t of evcliutions.

These continued through until 0600 on 14th lizrch when vuans on +the
Jervie day meesured mile were carried out. A1 1600 sea riders were
transferred at Captains Point, Jervis Bay.

4. On completion of the trensfer, ONSLO ceeded for a dived
rendezvous with HLS ODIN at 2200. This rendez Wwas successful
and a co-ordinated trensit was conducted until | 1 15th | ~h o

An 55K phase due to follow on immediately w. : led jexperiencing
considerable communicotions difficulties. A ar period f
operational training followed and my intercept wos calibrated
with the assistance of a .essex Helicopter i- - JWRA CHSLOW

surfaced at 1025 for the return passage to

5e At 1200 on 15th March ONSLOW was ¢ 0 proceed at |
best speed to search for the ketch METUNG, rer- to be in distress
20 miles east of KIANA. ONSLOW arrived in the rch area at 1340
and assumed duties of on scene commander. Other units involved in

the search were one Iroquois, one dessex and twe trackers from RANAS
NO#RA, m/v IRON HUNTER and M/V IRON CAVALIER. The yatch wes sighted
by Tracker 844 at 1505 and ONSLOW altered course %o close this position
some 58 miles to the south east. At 1520 (Ot vithdrew fvom the
rescue (COMAUSSUBRON ONE RTT 15052072 MAR T74) = returned to Sydaey,
securing alongside HIMAS PLATYPUS at 2100. the seguel to the MAYDAY

¥

Q
ny

= o Bt B o - e Sl "
iy BT ST e ¢ FNTETET B

. B T % ';'I '1
£ ", 3 1 2 - . A L ' y §
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call was somewhat less than professional. It transpired *that the
yacht had fouled her propellor and did not have any suitable sails

for the prevailing conditions. The crew were abh;ﬁ;ﬁij& taken off
| by helicopter from NAS NOWRA and their yacht left adrift to be taken
| in tow by a passing ship the following day.

6. ONSLOW remained secured at PLATYPUS until 19th lMarch.

Duty Watch initiative exercises were initizted bg LCDRSH {r’j? L ellalls
| MacDOUGALL, RAN) over this period. These included the repelling of

armed mllltanta and tanks from HMAS PLATYPUS lain Gate, and the
extinguishing of a fire in PLATYPUS using on board appliances only.
Four Mark 23 practice torpedoes were loaded on Monday 18th March.

Te ONSLOW sailed at 0905 on Tuesday 19th March =znd proceeded o
sea to carry out the post survey docking deep dive. The successful
completion of this dive was reported in ONSLOW's DKU/UKC/KKN 1908372
MAR T4 .

8. At 2200 ONSLOW entered Hunters Bay to affec personnel
transfer and proceeded to sea on completion. dork up evolutions

were carried out until 2359 on the 20th March including exercises with
HMA Ships PERTH and S:/AN. A scheduled wespon firing had to be
cancelled because of a Torpedo Guidance Control Unit defect. URDEF
51/73 refers.

Q. On the 21st March a series of casexs were carried out
involving HMA Ships PELRTH, HOBART, SWAN, YARKA, zivcraft from RANAS
NOWRA and ORIONS from RAAF EDINBURCH. During the day major problems

were experienced with the TGCU2 and it was decided to return to
PLATYPUS to carry out repairs on completion of the first serial on
Friday 22nd March. (ONSLOW KKN 210140Z MAR T4 )

1 s [ From 0100 until 1000 on the 22nd larch ONZLO| operated in
the SSK role searching for HMS ODIN, expected to be transitting toward
the coast from the Last. A successful SSK attack molution was

achieved. ONSLOW surfaced at 1000 and returned to Sydney, securing
alongside PLATYPUS at 1600. Base Staff worked on the defective fire
, control equipment overnight and the submarine proceeded to sea for
" her work-up Mk 23 TFX at 0800 on the 23rd March.

11. Two wepons were fired at the TRV and. the third fiving wos
aborted. ONSLOW's 230450Z MAR T4 refers. Further difficulties
arose with the TGCU and URDEF 51/73 could not be cleared. INSLOW
vremained at sea overnight and returmed to PLATYPUS at 0600 on the 24th
March.

12. The 24th and 25th were spent cleaning ship in preparation

for the Harbour Inspection.

13, On the 26th March COMAUSSUBRON ONE (CMDR T'.K. DUCHESNE, RAN)
ingspected the Ship's Company et Divisions aund carried out rounds of
the submarine. Officers from Fleet and Squadron Staff carried out
departmental inspections through the day and an initial report on the
Harbour Inspection was made in CGHﬁUbSUBROH ONE's RTT 26033372 MAR 74.

14. ONSLOW sailed for her sea inspection at 1600 on the 26th
March 1974, with COMAUSSUBRON ONE (CMDR T.R. DUCHESNE, RAN) and Staff
embarked. The 1nspection wes conducted in accordence with Annex K
to FASSTH 17/74 and ONSLOW surfaced on completion at 1100 on the 28th

REsm!GI f‘ rg_‘;vﬂ; 3/eeceeccacsss Harch
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liarch. The submarine secured alongside PLATYPUS at 1730 and a signal
report (COMAUSSUBRON ONE RTT 280525Z MAR T74) was received confirming

ONSLOW as being an operational unit of the fleet.

| B During the Sea Inspection, at 0623 on 28th March ONSLOW
touched the bottom. This grounding resulted from an errvor in
estimated position of six miles. Subsequent inspection by ship's

divers on the 29th March confirmed that no damege had been sustained
(ONSLOW's KKE/KKN 2800502 and KKE 290425Z MAR 74 refer)

i

16 On 29th March ONSLOW proceeded to Number 5 Buoy and loaded
the war outfit of torpedoes, returning to PLATYPUS at 1615 and
remaining alongside for the remainder of the month.

11 » The pressures of Work-up have brought a considerable increase
in disciplinary problems, pavrticularly among the younger sailors under
training. However, the overall effect on movale hag been good and
with work-up behind us, morale is high and health good.

18. The material state of the ship is sound with the exception
of the fire control system which remains unproven. No Mk 8 firings
have been possible because of torpedo safety difficulties veported in
COMAUSSUBRON ONE 220016Z MAR T4. ‘The Mk 23 system remains untested

URDEF 54/73 refers.
I have the honour to be,
B1Y,
Your Obedient Servant,
4

LT

<: ﬁ qu

L Ll
_—
(RuR-& ¢ '”.L'I.L-_l)
Lieutenant Commander, RAN.

COMMANDING OFFICER

4

Enclosure: ANNEX A - Steaming Appendix
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ANNEX A to ONSLOW Letter G1/11/T1

RESTRIGTELD aetea 3va spwiz 2574

STEAMING APPENDIX - MARCH 1974

surfaced

Distance Run 57627

Hours 60.00

Dived

Distance Run 1076.T1

Hours 178.00
SINCE COMMISSIONONG

sSurfaced

Distance Run 6297T7.32

Hours 5454-%4

Dived

Distance Run 28770.18

Hours 3843.82

RESTRICTEDpeernieTen
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FILE 428/3/942

DEPARTHMENT OF DEFENCE

NOTES: A, This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon after they reach Navy Office,

B, The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of speclal
interest in those comments,

C, Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are relerred to
Directors and Heads of Branches,

D. If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above,

I\
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Telephone

359-91:Pxtension 3532 H.M.A. FLEET HEADQUARTERS,

GAHRDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000

AT, 1/16/38 | 2 2 MAY 197

The Secretary .
Tepartment of Defence (Navy Office)

HMAS ONSIOW - REVTORT OF FROCUEDINGS - APRIL '974

Forwarded.
\'-.
. ‘_;E FIRE I S

=

(D.C. WELLS)
Rear Admirel
Commander Australian Fleet

| Enc;ﬂﬁﬁre:

MMAS ONSTLOYW Revort G1/23/72 dated 1st May 1974
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1/2%/72 HMAS OnSLOW
At Sydney

g ey 1 May 1974
the Flag Ufficer Commanding
m AUSYRALL AN FLEE®

REPORT OF FROCEELINGS = APali 1

- HmAS ONSLOW -~

Sirm 15 .

lad 1 have the honour to report the proceedings of HMAS ONSLOW
under my command, for the period 1 April 1974 to 30 April -1974.
times throughout are im sone Kilo { =10 ). -

2. On momday 1 April the submarine sailed from HmAc rua.iPUs

at 0905 for a week of kleet oupport exercises in the local Sydney

areas, fhree nesearch Lahoratory Scientists were embarked for

submarime familiarisation, two of whom, Mr J. wood from wnavy N
Office and .rs Jem. Yonurist from nAlKL, were landed by boat im" :
Hunter's Bay that evening, Mr B, mactillan, also from uAnRu, !
remainmed om board for the week. |

PR On wuesday 2 april ONSLUW was unfortunately unable to
participate im wxercise Slow roxtrot, a live firing against

MV KakOOua, as thee draught ot the target was insufficient for
Mk 8 torpedoes to he used. This would have been the rirst
live_firing?gf a torpedo by a moyal australian wsaval Submarine,

o L -
e . " -
e

e ., T Ty
- ﬁ..
- =

{ Cd . UNSLUW berthed at HMal PuAiyPUS at 1715 on Yhursday 4

i - APYiL o | | g 8 .
b iy | ‘ ; . :
| D%  Un Monday 8 april the submarine saiited at 0805 for

further [Ffleet oupport operations and returned to HMAS PLATYPuu
at 1030 onm thursday 11 april,

6. o vm wruesday 16 aApril vuowuuW commenced Maintenance Period
0 -17 and,, apart from a visit to wo 4 buoy to offload some
warhead torpedoes’on .hursday 18 april, has remained alongside
Hrao rudlYroo for the rémainder of the month. w:aintenance is

f progressing satisfactorily and leave is being taken prior to
- anZUK deployment in June,
; -rptn+---/7n The
R E S ]- H l c y : obFICER CQu hf:? X
_' 3 h-:? fi L}'l :.: ‘-...;a : Ej.: D L"'-:.i '? A o,
akﬁ; « e THALIAN 3 ‘1 1:"-.»
} GRSTATTINE LR SR T s b sero sl Bk i K G b o et
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‘.
2 !
o e Ihe ohip's Company have been lectured on security durlng
the month,. . | 3
8% lhe material state of the ship remains sound except for
the Fire Control System and associated vRiwr 55/73% remains
outstanding., the health of the Ship's Company is good and
morale is high. |
.
3

i . | L have the honour to be,

’-T_ L ] {
; Lir;,
!
i
f tour Ubedient Servant
W
{ "
LH- -Hl UAJHHAI'J.)
S > oy Lieutenant HRAN
COMiANDLING OrilULK 3
snclosure- Annex A  Steaming rigures. : :
fr= f*ﬁ TR g s
ﬂ' -‘-ﬁl«gﬂ HE# q.“ﬂu L:,i
Ii-. iy .'.-..._....,.:1_1.._,_.!'...___.._..,,_. ..!.T_;E.,._,_n.._rl.- "——"—"rg_r-r.-—-,?.- e e | e e e I A e e s T T
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Anmex A to nHﬁS ONSLOw's letter G1/23/72 dated 1 may 1974 ';
OLHAMING #1GURRS - APRTILI1974

SURKACIID

Distance nmun 599 %

Hours 55.75

UiVEY

Distance 610

Hours _ 94,50

LNGE COMMALSSIUNLNG

SURFAUKL

Distance fun  63576,32

Hours 650999
VD

Distance wun 25380.00

e 3938, 52"

RESTRICTED
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

Teiephone:

359-9111 lixtension 3%53%2 H.M.A. FLEET HEADQUARTEH

GARDEN ISLAND, N.O.W

A+ 1/16/38 30 JuL 1974

The Secretary | |
Department of Defence (Navy Office)

HMAS ONSLOW - REFORT OF PROCEEDINGS - MAY 1974

Forwarded.

= :.-—-i-..d.---'tj

(D.C. WELLS)
Rear Admiral
Commander Australian Fleet

Enclosure:

HMAS ONSILOW Report 1/6/73 dated 1st June 1974
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L6673 HIMAS ONSLOW
At Sydnsey

1cd IR, 1974
The Flag Officer Commanding,
HeMs AUSTRALIAN FLEET

For Informatiom

The Commander,
FIRST AUSTRALIAN SUBMARINE SQUADRON

REPORT OF PROCEEL.

S ik g

1, I have the honour to report the proceedings of Her Mejesty's
Austrelian “hip ONSLOW, under my commend, for the month of Mey, 19T74.
Times throv.-hout ere Zone Kilo (~10).

2e Om lst Moy, ONSLOW was at HMAS PLATYPUS undergoing AMP No. 1T
This period eompleted on 17th May with a repeat Internal Inspection by
The Commander, First Australisn Submaerine Sguadrone A good report wes
received from this inspeetion which was gretifying in the light of the
amount of work that wes put into bringing the hoat up to standard.

e The submarine sailed at 0905 on 20th May for Index and Torpedo
Firing Exercises aimed at proving the Fire Control end Weapons Systemse
Four Mke. 23 Practice Torpedoes and 6 Mk, 8 Torpedoes had been scheduled ° -
for the weeks firingse Of the Mk. 8's only three could be Huppli?d by
RANTME, snd on& of.the.'three became unserviceable after embarkatlon@
leawing only two for firing. All four Mk, 23's arrived onboard butlguat
prior firing the first weapon guidance failed and the torp?ﬂn setﬁmngs
were lost. My URDEF 57/73 referds This necessiteted the disembarketion
of a2ll four Mk. 23's on Thursday 23rd May on return to PLATYPUS et 150C0.
Both Mk. 8 weapons. were fired successfully end the lMk. 23 firing wes ve-
programmed. for Mondey 27th May.

e Bad weather prevented the firing teking pleee on Monday 27th

and Tuesday 28th, and ONSLOW sailed a% 1030 om Wednesday 29th for a _

final attempt prior to ANZUK detachment. Recovery conditions werc merginal

and one firing took place using TRV. 803 es terget. The Fire QGntro}

System functioned normeldy throughout but unheppily e mechenicel linkage

failed to trip the Disconnecet Switch thus preventing guldance of the
 p——_..

Al TR BTt LS N R
.féﬁﬁ | hﬁﬁd )3
RN W) .
1?,& ';J' EEEER.] !-lf Wﬂapﬂm
A
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weapone The torpedo end TGCU 2 appeared to run corvrectly end the submerine
returned to PLATYPUS a2t 1630 with weapon system now fully onerationale

L Thursday 30th and Fridey 31lst were spent at PLATYPUS meking final
preparations for detachment to ANZUK on 2nd June.

6. The material state of the ship remains satisfactorye Poor UHR
Communications during the month prompted fitting 2 reploacement ALN Wireless

Mast and this was carried out on Fridey 3lst..Associated URDEF 60/73 remecins
outstanding, The EM Log is unrelisble with URDEF 56/73 still outstanding.

T The health of the Shipt's Compeny is good and morale high with
the prospect of an interesting detachment to South East Asia ahecde.

\

I

I have the honour to bhe,
ST,
Your Obedient Servant,

\q: LH.zééﬁiﬂ

Lieutenant Commender,.

COMMANDIKG OFTICER

Anmexs: JbA. Steoming Plgurss,
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ANNEX A TO
1~6-T3
DATED. 1st JUNE, 1974

OTEAMING FIGURES

SURFACED
Distangce Run 100.75
Hours 16 - 5
DIVEL. '
: 3 B
Distance Run 411.88
. Hours 69 0
SINCE COMMISSIONING
SURFACED
Distance Run 63,677407
Hours: 61 526'!49
DLVED,
Distance Run 29,791.88
Hours 41 00732
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FILE 428/3/ 30\

Report of Proccedi ;SJUNEij¥

This copy is circulated so that Board Members may

see these reports soon after they reach Navy Office,

B i@e report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments,

C. Circulation lists numbers 2 snd 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches,

D. If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

Telephone:

359-9111 Extension %532 H.M.A. FLEET HEADQUARTERS,

GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000

AF 1/16/38 02 SEP 1974

The Secretary ‘
Department of Defence (Navy Office)

HMAS ONSIOW - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - JUNE 1974

Forwarded.

-~ ‘,{___,.-'Ili.
P |

(:D-C. 1#\FEIJLS)
Rear Admiral’
Commander Australian Fleet

Fnclosure:

HMAS ONSLOW Report dated 1st July 1974
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IDiAS QHSLOW
At See

1lst Jlll}", 1974

The T'lzg Officer Commanding,
Helle AUSTRALIAN FLEET

Por Infmrme%iqg

The ANZUK Heval Commender,
ANZUK Naval Headquarters.

The Commerder,
FIRST AUSTRALIAN SUBMARINE SQUADRON

HMAS ONSLOW — REPORT OF PROCEXEDINGS — JUNE 1974

SAT,

Lo I have the honour to report the proceedings of ler Majesty's
Australien Ship ONSLOW, under my command, for the month of June, 1974.

- On the first of the month ONSLOW was alongside et HMAS PLATYPUS
meking finzl preperations prior to deperture for Exercise Kengeroo

One end subsequent ANZUK detachmente At 1000 K (-10) on Sunday 2nd
ONSLOW seiled for Kengaroo One, but shorterly ofter lesving harvrbour

it was discovered that the HF component of the replacement ALN mest
wes defective. The submarine returned to PLATYPUSy arviving alongside
at 1130K (-10), and the originel mest, cheanged beceouse of its impeaired
UHF capacity, was refitted. ONSLOW finally seiled ot 2215K (=10)

with the prospect of being some hours lete ot the stert position

for Phese 1 of Kangaroo (Unece

e During the pessage to the Excrcise Arees an amended ettack
position was ordered and OHSLOW dived 2% 0930K (mlﬂ} on the 4th
June, to commence Exercise Kengaroo One. The main Nevel units taking
part in this exercise were HMA Ships MELBOURNE, SUFPLY, STAIMWART,
HOBART, VAMPIRE, STUART, TORRENS, ond OXLEY, HM Ships FIFD, DANAL,
SCYLLA, ARGONAUT, ARIADNE end LONDONDIRRY, US Ships JUNEAU, BRISTOL
COUNTY, ALAMO, FORT FISHER, WADDELL, GURKE, end BAUSELL, HMNZ Ship
WAIKATO, and RPA¥g TIDESPRING end TARDATNISSe

4e By far the most rewerding part of the Lxercise fo ONSLOW

wes the period of inshore operations invelving e mineley, & covertd
rendezvous, en atteck on the Amphibious Tesk Force cund @ periscope
reconnaissance. ONSLOW operated in only 1€ fathoms of water et
times, but remzined undetected throughout the periods The subsequont
opposed transit from Townshend Islend to the arees elloceted for
Bxercise Boomerang One was also undetected. During this tronsit
ONSLOW passed across Heberfield Shoal 2t periscope depth, using
~ctive sonar in a mine detection mode to warn of shallow patches.

sesvee t/ Hostile
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Hostile aircraft were dotec+ed searching for CONSLOW at this point
but were clearly expecting the submerine 4o trencit down the
Capricorn Channel to the east of the ghoal aTGCe o

Do Overal the Exercise was goond valuc ond ot ebout 1600K

(-10} on Monday 17th June, 1974 ONSLOW surfaced snd commenced
bassage to Bangkok by wey of the Inner Barrier Reef, ond the Weter,
Rees end Karimata Streits,

6e A% 2130G (~7) on the 25th June, ONSLOW chopped 4o the
operational control of the ANZUK Navel Commender, and on the lagt
Cey of the month was in the vicinity of the Anamba Islands »n route
to the Gulf of Thoilsnd,

Te The materiel state of the ship remeins satisfactory. URDEPS
56/73 (EM Log) and 60/73 (UHF Communications) remein outstending
from last month. The TGCU 2 continues to give trouble and is
currently unserviceable. My URDEF 62/73 refers.

8e. The health of the ship's company is very good and morele
is high after neorly four weeks at sea and with the prospect of
¢ well earned visit to Bengkok early in July.

{\\fﬁfﬁ.ﬂ.?;éigg%#\“

Licutenont Commander, RAN

COMMANDING OFPICER

Annex: A. Steaming Figures for June, 1974.
B, ANZUK Movements RANOP 0125

1IG1074059
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ANNEX A4 TO HMAS ONSLOW
LETTER 1--29-T3
ATED lst JULY, 1974

STEAMING I'TGURES

SURFACED

DISTANCE RUN 4374

HOURS 408

DIVED

DISTANCE RUN 1580

HOURS. 268
SINCE COMMISIONING -

SURFACED.

DISTANCE RUN 68051.07

HOURS 693449

DIVED e

DISTANCE RUN 21371.88

HOURS 4275632
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AWNEX B TO HHMAS ONSLOW
LETTER 1e2GwT 3
DATED lst JULY, 1974

MOVEMENTS DURING JUND 1974

Reference: As RANOPS 0125

DATE EVENT
25 JUNE CHOP to ANZUK
25-30 JUNE PASSAGE TO GULF OF THAILAND
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FILE 428/3/ 30
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(NAVY OFFICE)
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

Telephone:

| | . s ‘
359-9111 Extension 3%53%2 H.M.A. FLEET HEADQUARTERS

GARDEN ISLAND. N.S.W. 2000

AF 1/16/38 0 2 SEP 1974

The Secretary .
Department of Defence (Navy Office)

HMAS ONSLOW - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - JULY 1974

Forwarded.

(D.C., WELILIS)
Rear Admiral
Commander Australian Fleet

Znclosure:

HMAS ONSLOW Report 1/74/15 dated 1st August 1974
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17405 HMAS ONSIOW
At Sea

1st August, 1974

The Tiag Cfficer Cormanding,
HeMs :"TSTFALIAN FLEET ‘

For information
RS AN S i s o

The Commander,
ANZU¥”. NAVAL FORCES

The :'C.mander,
FIRST AUSTRALIAN SUBMARINE SQUADRON

HM/AS ONSIOW REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - JULY, 1974

Sir!

le I hnave the henour to report the proceedings of Her Majesty's
Australiar. Ship ONSLOW, under my command, for the wonth of July,
19744

2o (n the first day of the month ONRLOW was twenty-ninrs days

out of S;rdney, heading into the Gull of Thailand in order to participate
in Exercise Thalay Thai, due to tommence at 0600 G (~7) on 3rd July.

The subrarine dived at 2000G (~7) on the 2nd July and made the Exercise
rendezvius next morning at 0600G (=7). Ships taking part in this
Exercis 3 were HMA Ships STUART and ONSLOW, HM Ships DANAE, LONDONDERRY,
SCYLLA, HTM Ships MAKUTRAJAKUMARN, PINKIAO, PRASAE, and RFA TIDESPRING.
Operational control of ONSLOW revcrtcd to COMAUSSUBRON ONE from 0001G
(=7) On the 3rd July for the poriod of tho Exercisec.

3e During Thalay Thai two Royal Thai Navy officers werc embarked
in ONSLOW and two of ONSLOW's officers were transforred to Thai shipse.

4. The Exercise terminated at 2000G (=7) on theo 4th July when
the submarine surfaced and proceeded towards Bangkok. At 0001G (—7)
on the 5th July ONSLOW chopped back to COMANZJKNAV,.

De At 1300G (=7) on the 5th July the subnmarine secured alongside
HMAS STUART at XKlong Tocye On the 8th July I called on the Chief of
Staff of the Royal Thai Flect, Admiral CHING CHULLASUKHUM R.T.Ne

B ONSLOW sailed from Bankok at 0900G («7) on the 9th July after
a very successful visit and arrived in Singavore at 1130CH (=T#) on
the 12th July. On Monday 1%th July I callced on COMANZUKNAV, Commodcre
\ NA.H., Clarke, MVO, DSC, RAN, and COMANZUKFOR Aii Vico-Marshal R. Ge
rakeford, MVO OBE AFC, RAF. i

o e 1. § :" ;'-. sy . . .
o i‘ﬁ' LJI § ¥R L] LR -i i s
; ’:;'If"' é’ -
" P~ Y
é’* . :
- i & i N B
TRE N i
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Te From 17th July to 31st July the submarinoc carried out local
exer «50s in the Singapore arcas and is presently on route to Ponang.

8, The material state of the submarine continues to be satisfactory.
The TGCU2 remains unserviéoable (URDEF 62/73). Urdefs are outstanding

on N¢ 1 Air Conditioning Unit (65/73), Auxiliary Propulsion JE/'B)
Sonar Type 183 Transducer (70/73) and Main Motor Air Coolers (69/73).

Q. The health of the ship's company is good and morale is high,

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your mbndimnt servant,

m/‘ ' | :

Licutcnant Cnmmander, RAN

COMMANDING OFFICER

Ammexes: A. Steaming Figures

Be- Movements July 1974
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SURFACED
Distance
Hours
DIVED
Distance
Hours
SURFACED
Distance
Hours
DIVED
Distance
Hours

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

L

an

e

STHAMING FTIGURES

2483 miles

243 hours

- 946 miles

163,50 hours

SINCE COMMISIONING

T0534.07 miles

T1l7749 hours

3231788 miles

4438,.50 hours

ANNEX A TO HMAS ONSIOW LETTER

DATED lst AUGUST 1974

RCDIG1074059



ANNEX B TO HMAS ONSIOW
LETTER 1=T74=15
DATED 1lst AUGUST 1974

MOVEMENTS FOR JULY 1974

Reference: RANOP 0125,

DATE LVENT
1-4 GULF OF THAILAND..
EXERCISE THALAY THAT

.. 5=0 . BANCROR: . . e e

Gue12 PASSAGE

1.0=117 SINGAPORE

17=19 SEA

19=22 SINGAPORE

2226 SEA

2629 SINGAPORE

29=31 SEA
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(NAVY OFFICE)

DEPARTHMENT OF DEFENCE

S AN SLO Report of Procecedi SHUG itju‘_
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NOTES: A, This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon afier they reach Navy Office,

B. The report will be given again to Board Members with
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Telephone:

3569-911  Extension 3532 H.M.A. FLEET HEADQUARTERS,
GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000

A ¥ . 1/16 /38
M7 OCT 1974

The Secretary
Department of Defence (Navy Office)

HMAS ONSIOW ~ REPORT OF PROCEEZDINGS — AUGUST. 197

= e ey

Forwarded.

—

;‘q._.- e €

(D.C. WELLS)
Rear Admiral
Commander Australian Fleet

2%/4j Enclosure: |
HMAS ONSLOW Report 1/75/5 dated 1st September 1974
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1T G5 | HMAS ONSIOW
At Subic Bay

lst Septembery, 1974

The Flag Officer Commanding;
HelMe AUSTHALTAN FLEET

For Informawvio
e el . B s e g Wl ]

The Commandzwy
ANZUK NAVAT PORCP%

The Commaridsrs
FIRST AUSTRALTAN SUBMALTNE DQUADRON

HMAS ONSLOW REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

AUGUST 1974

Sir,

Le T have the honour to report the proceedings of Her Majesty's
Australiea Ship ONSLOW, under my command, for the month of August,
1974, Times throughout are Zone Golf Hotel (=T3).

2e On the lst August the submarinc was on passage to Pcnang
arriving off Goorgetown carly on tho morning of 2nd August. The
measured mile was used for log calibrations until 1300 when HM
ships FIFE and ARGONAUT ontered harbour and berthed at Swettnham
Pier. ONSLOW berthed on ARGONAUT at 1330.

2e On 3rd August, I called on the Director-General of the
Penang Port Commissiony, Tuan Haji Mohde Aziddin be Hje Zainal
Abiding the Penang Garrison Commander, Colonel Manson b. Mohde Yunus
KMN, vhe Chief Police Officer feor Penang, Encik I.M, Yusoff Khan,
JSN, KMN, PJK and the Honourable The Deputy State Secretary, Penang,

Encik lMohd. Hussain be. Hassan.

4e At 0700 on Monday 5th all three ships shifted berth to
anchor in the Man of War Anchorage and ONSLOW sccured alongside

HMS FirFl,

De ONSIOW sailed Penang at 0740 on Tuesday 5th and dived

at 1600 for an oppecsced transit to PENANGEX Exercise Arca North

o 'umatra. On Wednesday 6th a serics of exercises were conducted |

w.t. the departing Royal Navy Task Group, comprising HM Ships -[bz'“-"'f TP

FII .y OCYLLA, DANAE, ARGONAUT, LONDONDERRY, and RFA TIDESPHIMG,
»~ sher with HMAS STUART., ONSLOW surfaced at 1830 and hoadod

fﬂ; Singapore.

“{-‘F;:

qizﬂi PR
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6. ONSLOW berthod in ANZIK Nayal Basin at 134C on Friday 9th
to commence SMP' (AMP No 18). With the reductlon in ANZUK Naval
man power, the absence of an ANZUK Flcet Maintenance Group was
badly misscd and assistance had to be requested on a "good will"
basis from any available sources. This was most unsatisfactory,
and will be the subject of a detailed report on return from ANZUK
deployment v the Commander First Australian Submarine Squadron,.

Te The maintenance period was successfully comploted on Saturday
24th and at 1200 on thoe 25th ONSLOW sailed for Subic Bay.

B The submarine berihed in Subic Bay at 0900 Hotel on Friday
30th and remained alongside until the end of the monthe Calls were
made on the Commanding Officer NAVSTA Subic Bay, Captain H.M,
Weidman USN; and the Commanding Officer NAVBASE Subic Bay, Rear-
Admiral D.B. Shelton USH,

9. The material condition of tho submarine is satisfactory.
URDEF 62/73 (TGCU 2) remains outstanding as does URDEF T2/73
(Auxiliary Propulsion). The Port Main Generator insulation (URDE:
72/73) is currently causing considerablc concern reflecting the
temporary nature of low insulation recctification utilised in May
this year.

T—

- : . ; e e W SUPET (. SUSINON S - - ] :
i LR s | Offipoial Coclkiail Pariizs duving tha month ware oiven in Penang

aind SUDLC BaYe

11. The health and morale of the ship's company is excellent.

I have the honour to be,
S1Ts

Your ebodient servant,

SN

(BuBZH. FAYLE)

Lioutenant Commander, RAN

COMMANDING OFFICER

- |

e
A

i

{
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¥
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ANNEX A TO HMAS ONSLOW
LETTER 1-=75=5

DATED lst SEPTEMBER, 1974

STEAMING FIGURES
SURFACKD
Distance 1948,0
Hours 199.0
DIVED -
| Digtance s
Hours 3 2o 5 )
SINCE ( COMM MISSTONING
SURFACED
Distance 72302, 07
Hours T7376.49
DIVED
Distance 32514,88
Hours 447100

RES? 11 |
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ANNEX B TO HMAS ONSLOW
LETTER 1~75-5
DATED lst SEPTEMRFR, 1974

MOVEMENIS, =~ AUGUST 1202

Hefgrance yi wOPS 0125

- gl e B
o a3 AP e a

Jom? Sca

Db Penang

6--Q Sca (PENANGEX)

Q=25 Singapore SMP

25=30 " Sea . o o
LB ' 0-e31 ’ Subic Bay
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

Telephone: - o
359-9111 H.M.A. FLEET HEADQUARTERS,
. GARDEN ISLAND. N.S.W. 2000

A F 1/16/38

19 NOV 1974

The Secretary .
Department of Defence (Navy Office)

HMAS ONSLOW ~ REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS ~ SEPTEMBER 1974

2 Referénce to Seaking helicopters in paragraph 2
presumably concerns SH3A or SH3H helicopters.

(37D. GOBLE)
Commodore
for Commander Australian Fleet

Enclosure.

HMAS ONSLOW Report of Proceedings - September 1974
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1=TH=27 HMAS ONSLOW
At Sea

lst Ociober, 1974

The Flag Officer Commanding

For Information:

The Commander,
ANZUK NAVAL FORCES

The Commander,
FIRST AUSTRALIAN SUBMARINE SQUADRON

HMAS ONSLOW ~ REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

SEPTEMELR 1974

S

1, I have the honour to report the Proceedings of Her Majesty's

Australian Ship ONSLOW, under my command, for the month of September,
© 1974,

2e On the lst September, ONSIOW was in Subic Bay enjoying an all

too brief stay amongst American hospitality. At O700H (-=8) on the

end the submarine proceeded to sea and at 1200H (-8) on the same day
commenced what was intended to be five days of ASW exercises. Othor

forces teking part werc HMAS STUART and USS BRADELY, JOHN S. McCAIN,

TURNER JOY and SACRAMENTO. These exercises, which also involved helicopters
and ASW aircraft, were not very advanced but the USN welcomed the
opportunity of having a submarine for so long a period. From ONSLOW's
point of view the main benefit was working against the SQS 26 AXR

sonar in USS BRADELY and Socaking helicopters fitted with AQS 13 Sonar,

3e ONSLOW had sailed from Singapore on the 25th August with a low
insulation reading on the Port Main Gencrator armature which was however
within acceptable limitse. The readings had baon reported regularly to
The Commander, First Australian Submarine Squadron, including URDEF
action and on Thursday 5th Septombeor ONSLOW was withdrawm from exercisos
and directed to rcturn to Singapore to changc the offending armaturc,
This necessitated cancellation of the remaining oxorcise and tho visit
to Hong Kong from the 10th-~1l4th September and this was the causo of
considerable disappointment on board.

o During the return passage to Singapore, distrcss flares were

-;--.-;;-»/ Sightﬁd
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sighted and investigated on the cvening of the 6th. A full roport
on the incident was forwarded to The Commandor, ANZUK Naval Forces,
my letter 34=T72-3 dated 9th Soptombor refors.

L ONSLOW arrived in Singapore at 1215 GH (=73) on the 10th Scptember
and by Wednesday 18th Scptomber the new armature was in place and had
been successfully triallcd. Vo major difficultities were encountered
during the change and Sembawang Shipyard, who woero contraotod to undartalee
the job, worked well under ship's staff and IMAS PLATYFUS Base Staff
Supervision.

Be. At 1600GH (-7%) on Thursday 19th Scptember ONSLOW wont to sea
for a short cxercisc period with HMS LEOPARD and HMNZS TARANAKT. It
was during this period that the incident reported in my 201537Z SEP T4
occured. The submarine returned alongsidce at 0830GH (~7%). A Board

of Inguiry was convencd by The Commander, ANZUK Naval Forces and the
findings are awaited at this timc.

i A replacoment Attack Periscope arrived alongside at 1830GH (=7%)
on Thursday 26th Secptember and was installed without difficulty.

8. At 16C0CH (=7%) on Priday 27th Soptember ONSLOW left Singapore
for passage to Australia., On the last day of the month' the submarine
was cloar of Sunda Strait and bound for Onslow W.A.
" D The material 3tate of the submerine remains satisfactorye. The
' fal}uwing URDEFS are outstanding: TGCU2 (62/73) and Auxiliary Propulsion
72/73)

10, This report concludes the period of detachment under the Operational
Control of The Commandcr, ANZUK Naval Forces, It has been a particularly
valuable detachment for CHNSLOW with exerciscs in a wide range of
Oceanographic, enviromental and opcrational conditionse With a virtually
static chin's company it hag been possible to tune the team to a fine
pitech and, not unexpectcdly, morale is excoellont. It was not without

some disgappointmnent that we learnt of the further scaling down of the

RAN input at Singaporc and it is hopod that this does not spell the end

of submarinc deploymonts in the arsea with the tremcndous operational

and morals bonefits that zcorue.

1lle The health of the ship's company is good and a security address
has beocon given during the monthe
r‘f \
L
X7

SV
i i‘ i‘“'riﬂh’" J -
\ o
(ReRH, FAYLIE)
Lieutenant Commander, RAN

1Cx: Ae Steaning Figures. \ B0 o e
B. ANZUK Movements. §§§~ﬁ§gyéégf”“§¢§}

A
i
Lo

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT10/74059



ANWEX A TO HMAS ONSIOW
LETTER 1=75-27
DATED lst OCTOBER, 1974

STEAMING FIGURES

SURFACED
Distance : 2578.08
Hours : 240,86
DIVE

Distance : 367.5

Howra B T30

SINCE COMMISSIONING

| SURFACED
Distance : 75330.47
Hours s+ T7616,29
DIVED
Distance : 32881,98
Hours

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG10/74059



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG10/74059



Reference:

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

¥ T

-

eI,
| -

ANNEX B TO HMAS ONSLOW
LETTER 1=75=2T
DATED lst OCTOBER, 1974

ANZUK MOVEMENTS SEPTEMBER 1974

A, RANOPS 0125

Subic Bay
Sca- Exercises Subic Areas
Sea~ Passago to Singapore
Singapore

Sea= Local Exercises
Singapore k

Sca= Passage to Onslow Wele
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
(NAVY OFFICE)
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MAS Orsvnovy. Report of Procecdings
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NOTES: A, This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon after they-reach Navy Office,

B, The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments,

C. Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches,

D, If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above,
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HMAS ONSLow_- REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - OCTOBER 1974
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AHM- {

(D.C. WELLS)
Rear Admiral |
Commander. Australian Fleet

é?“ﬂ- Enclosure:
HMAS ONSLOW Report 1/76/16 dated 1st November 1974
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

TELEPHONE:

IN REPLY QUOTE 1=T76=16 ' HMAS ONSLOW
at Sydney

lst November 1974

Flag Officer Commanding
HER MAJESTY'S AUSTRALIAN FLEET

For Information

Flag Officer Commanding
HER MAJESTY'S AUSTRALIAN FLEET (AFLOAT)

The Commander
FIRST AUSTRALIAN SUBMARINE SQUADRON

HMAS ONSLOW -—-REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

OCTOBER 1
Sir,
i I have the honour to report the proceedings of Her Majesty's

Australian Ship ONSLOW, under my command, for the month of October 1974.

e At 2330H (=8) on 30th September ONSLOW dived.l0 miles east of
Christmas Island and commenced a fast, covert snort transit, which was
opposed by RAAF LRMR aircraft from 3rd-5th October. Conditions onboard
Wwere made as realistic as possible and ONSILOW was detected once by visual
means., A lot of value was obtained from this exercise and the submarine
surfaced at 0600H (-8) on 5th Qztober just north of Onslow, Western
Australia after the 840 miles transit.

3. At 1200H (-8) ONSLOW anchored in Ashburton Roads off Onslow
town., Unfortunately weather conditions prevented boats from coming
alongside and no leave could be given . By the time the weather
moderated that night, it was too late to give leave; however on the
morning of 6th October, several groups of townspeople were shown over
the submarine prior to departure. At 1400H (-8) on the same day ONSLOW
sailed for Fremantle with a party of Junior Recruits from HMAS LEEUWIN
embarked. A compensating number of ship's company had been landed, to
travel to Fremantle by RAAF aircraft.

4. Barly on Tth October, the starboard main engine became defective
due to excessive tooth wear on the springwheel drive assembly. My URDEF
77/73 refers. Passage to Fremantle was continued at a reduced speed of
advance, and at 1900H (~8) on 9th October ONSLOW berthed at Victoria

Quay, Fremantle,

D On Thursday 10th October, I called on the Naval Officer Commanding
nestern Australia, Commodore P.H. Doyle, O.B.E., R.A.N., and the Mayor of

Fremantle, Mr. W.A. McKenzie. At 1830H (-8) the same day, an official T W
cocktail party was held onboard for approximately 30 guests. pUEREAIRLe

| ™.
RESTRICTED L,
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6. Repairs to the starboard main engine were completed on Saturday
12th October. Inspection of the same assembly on the port side revealed
advanced wear and as a safety precaution my URDEF 80/73 was raised which
allowed use of the port engine in emergency only. ‘

Te ONSLOW sailed from Fremantle at 1400H (-8) on Sunday 13th

October with 13 troops from the Special Air Services Regiment, together

with canoes and equipment, embarked. This party was launched on a simulated
raid in Two People's Bay, north east of Albany at 1230H (-8) on 15th October.
At 1oCOH (-8) ONSLOW entered Albany Harbour to land an S.A.5. officer and
embark the members of the ship's company who had travelled overland from
Fremantle.

B On 2l1st October ONSILOW received a mail drop from a RAAF Orion
aircraft off Cape Otway and on 23rd October ONSLOW dived for a short
period ~ff Point Hicks to provide photographic onportunities for another
Orion aircraft carrying press and television representatives.

s At 0530K (-10) on 25th October the submarine anchored in
Aatson's Bay to await Customs Clearance at 0830K (=1C; and at 1C00K (=10)
secured alongside HMAS PLATYPUS to commence Assisted Maintenance Period
No. 19, Apart from a visit to No. 4 Buoy in Sydney to offload torpedoes,
the remainder of the month has been spent alongside HNAS PLAIYPUS.

10, The material state of the sublmarine remains satisfactory.
The following URDEF'S are outstanding:- 52/73 TGCU2, 72/73 Auxiliary
Propulsion and 8C/73 Port Main ¥ngine Springwheel Drive._

11, The health of the ship's company is good and morale is high,

4 further adress on certain aspects of security was given to the ship's
company durings the month.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,,

Your obedient servant,

A N A

_ Lavt.
.R.H. FAYIE )
LI{putentint Commander, R.A.N.

COMMANDING OFFICER

Annex: A. Steaming Figures
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ANNEX A TO HMAS ONSILOW LETTER
DATED l1lst NOVEMBER 1974

STEANING FIGURES - CCTOBER 1

SURFACED DIVED
Distance Run 282,20 820.91
Hours 332 10

TOTALS SINCE COMMISSIONING

SURFACED DIVED
Distance Run 78152.67 33702.89
Hours 7948.29 4650.80
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY @

- %
Telephone: | |
359-9111 Extension 3532 - H.M.A. FLEET HEADQUARTERS,
| GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000
AF | 17 DEC 10
1/16/38 v

The Secretary |
Department of Defence (Navy Office)

HMAS ONSLOW — REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - NOVEMBER 1974

Forwarded. =
- }\:“‘ -"'.~-*-"r i
( D . C ] "IF.FELIJS )
Rear Admiral
Commander Australian Fleet
Enclnsure:edl“”

HMAS ONSLOW report 1/77/4 dated 29th November 1974
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

HMAS ONSLOW

TELEPHONE: At Neutral Bay.

E UOTE
IN REPLY Q 1/71/4 29th November 1974.

Flag Officer Commanding,
HM Australian Fleet.

For Information
Flag Officer Commanding, HM Australian Fleet (Afloat)
The Commander, First Australian Submarine Squadron.

HMAS ONSLOW - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - NOVEMBER 1

o1ir,
l. I have the honour to report the Broceedings of Her Majesty's

Australian Ship ONSLOW, under my command, for the month of November
1974 All times Lima (-11).

2e Throughout the month ONSLOW has been alongside HMAS PLATYPUS
for Assisted Maintenance Period Number 19, and leave. On Monday llth
November RANTAU commenced Mk 48 Torpedo handling trials. These trials
were completed on Thursday 2lst November.

3. The material state of the submerine is satisfactory, with the
following URDEFs outstanding, 62/73 TGCU 2, 72/7% Auxiliary Propulsion,
and 80/73 Port Main Engine Spring iheel Drive,

4o The health of the Ship's Company is good and morale is high.

5e On Friday 29th November I was relieved in command by A/LCDR
P.,W. HOROBIN RAN.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

A8 '1 o F7 8, _.u"""
; 'r\’;) gt . < _
fCRN. Y 5\ “g
i ¢ ) S g
“j/ ¥ ' } iﬁ St

SRR ,,E: .

A | (R.R.H. Fayle)
LCDR RAN

COMMANDING OFFICER

;&ﬁﬁ
—
o

—

St ,.;,.mﬁn.mr-.,s R FFETY FTE 5,. A T

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT0/74059



RIS o ol | Ly e ok Dy 58 g sonfinit L S e S

STEAMING FIGURES ~ NOVEMBER 1974

Surfaced Dived
Distance run - e
Hours — —

TOTALS SINCE COMMISSIONING
Surfaced Dived

Distance Run 78152.67 33702.89

Hours 794829 4650.80

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

Telephone: |
359.9111 H.M.A, FLEET HEADQUARTERS,
GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000
AF 1/1 6/38 15 JAN 1975

The Secretary,

Department of Defence (Navy Office),
CANBERRA. A.C.T. 2600

HMAS ONSLOW -~ REPORT OF

IROCEEDINGS ~ DECIBLR

Forwarded.

’( ‘.:f: .rf
8 o
4 (g tte.

. (D,C. WELLS)
| Y Rear Admiral
Eﬁ}/ﬁ | | Commander Australian Fleet

Enclosure:- HIAS ONSLOW Report 1/77/12 dated 1st January, 1675.
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAYVY

it TELEPHONE:

IN REPLY IQUDTE 1=-77-12 o HMAS ONSLOW
| At Sydney

A, PO
.'!_ k I-I'

lst January, 1975
The Plag Officer Commanding, -
& H.M. AUSTRALIAN FLEET

For Information i

The Commander, o
FIRST AUSTRALIAN SUBMARINE SQUADRON

HMAS, ONSLOW -~ REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR

THE PERIOD 29th NOVEMBER TO 31st DECEMBER 1974

Sir, ; S :

: [P o S ! have the honour to report the proceedings af.Har'Hajesty'é
Australian Ship ONSLOW, under my command, from 29th November to 31lst
December, 1974. The time zone used throughout this report is Lima (=11).

if e T pelieved Lieutenant Commander R.R.H. Fayle RAN on Friday
Iy 29th November, and I called upon you, Sir, at 1000 the same day.

4 .
;i 3e .ONSLOW sailed for five days independent exercises in the
33 Sydney Exercise Areas at 1000 on Monday 2nd December. During this period
i safety evolutions were carried out and two torpedo firing exercises, ,
' ik one of four Mk 23P torpedoes and the other of three Mk 8P, were conducted.

, A defect occured in the Torpedo Guidance Control Unit during the Mk 23
firings and URDEF 8l/73 was raised.

o de A bottoming exercise wes oonducted -in the Broken Bay Safe
Bottoming Area at 2200 on Wednesday 4th December and some visual attack
training was conducted against HMA Ships BRISBANE (CAPT M.W. Hudson RAN),
| PARAMATTA (CMDR J.Ds Foster RAN) and DERWENT (CMDR N.J. Stoker RAN)

i < during the early forenoon of Friday 6th December. ONSLOW returned to

fe’ PLATYPUS at 1100 on Friday 6th December.

| 5e At 1010 on Monday 9th December ONSLOW sailed in company

o with HMA Submarines OXLEY (LCDR T. Everard RN) and OTWAY (LCDR R.H.

M Woolrych RAN) and HMS ‘ODIN (LCDR G.T. Swales RW). The four submarines

:;; completed a ceremonial departure from Port Jackson and then proceeded
to their assigned areas for a four day pro-submarine exercise.

6o Throughout Phase 1 of sthe exercise ONSLOW operated in company

with OXLEY. Submarine Co-ordinafed operations were exercised and a *
number of submarine versus submarine attacks were conducted. During

Phase 11 ONSLOW acted independently to gain information from LRHNP

aircraft broadcasts of a surface shipping plot and to use that information

to achieve attacking positions on pre-designated targets. The withdrawal

of OXLEY for approximately twenty four hours during Phase 1 allowed

ONSLOW to carry out some basic training exercises with Wessex helicopters

.-.-.../frﬂm
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from NAS NOWRA during the afternoon of Wednesday 1lth December. ONSLOW
returned to PLATYPUS at 1200 on Friday 13th December.

8 During the period 16th to 19th December ONSLOW conducted
three "day trips" for interested Naval personnel. The submarine sailed
at 1030 on Mond.y 16th and returned to harbour at 1615 on that day.

On Tuesday 17th ONSLOW sailed at 0830 with Captain G.M. Vallings RN,
from the Staff of the British Defence Liason Officew, Canberra, on
board and returned at 1545 on that day. On Wednesday 18th ONSLOW
successfully competed in the arhal Submarine Squadron Sports and dis-—
embarked four Mk 23 torpedoes. The torpedoes have been disembarked

to enable the acid in the primary battery to be replaced; and at present
ONSLOW has no outfit of Mk 23 warhead torpedoes. The final "day trip"
took place on Thursday 19th December when ONSLOW sailded at 0830 and
returned to harbour at 1500. Approximately 60 Officers and sailors
from ships and establishments in the Sydney avea took the opportunity
to get to sea in a submarine during the three days. . - -

9. ©  ONSLOW's minor coniribution to Operation Navy Help started
on Thursdsy 26th December when ONSLOW was directed to fuel HMS ODIN.
Thirty three thousand,.four hundred and forty gallons of Diesel fuel
was transferred to HMS ODIN and the operation was completed at 1900
on Friday 27th December. ;

f} 10, The matbrial state of the submarine is satisfactory. However,
it the following URDEFs remain outstanding: |
£l a. 80/73 Port Engine
iy be 72/73 Main Motors Auxilliavry .Propulsion
! ce 62/73 TGCU2
de 81/73 TGCU2

| _ Approval has been given %o allow URDEF 80/73 (Port Engine) to remain

? : outstanding for repair in refit and the engine is available for

i emergency, or urgent operational use. URDEFs 62/73 and 81/73 have required

f excessive amounts of manhours in efforts to rectify them and they will
not be rectified until ONSLOW has successfully fired a Mk23P torpedo.

! 11. The health and morale of the Ships Company is satisfactory.

I have the honour to be,
SiT,

Your most bhedient servant,

(P.W. HOROBIN)
Lieutenant Commander, RAN

ROV R COMMANDING OFFICER
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2 - ANNEX A TO HMAS ONSLOW
“ . | | LETTER DATED 1lst JANUARY 1974
. ;
SURFACED :
PR . _
Distance : 135.05
Hours Run : 40
o DIVED
i Distance :. 831.58 :
.I;;.
'HE Hours Run : 180
il
_=:'f-i :
TOTALS SINCE COMMISSIONING
¥ :
SURFACED
o
A | ' Distance: 78287172
Hours : 7988.29
i DIVED ;.
Distance : 34534.47 i ; é
Hours ¢ 4830.80
FoiRisicy
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
INTERWM FORM ONLY - JUNE Q74

DETAILS OF INFORMATION ANALVSIS

INFORMATION CLASSIFIER . .o
ORIGINAL. /COPY
DUPLICATE COPY MADE
DATE OPENED __

. R

T ‘TL_E' i WA=, fg:'ﬁ-_‘h = \.W - =2 E_"E.E_:,{_'LT -

PROCCEDANC S ~ Decem BeR \I\4

REGISTRATION NUMBER _ ~w2g 121499 i B -

MARK TO_ . e3ms | o i
CANCELL FILE NUMBER VIDE THIS FILE AND INFDRM

FILE LOCATION SECTION OF CANCELLATION AND NEW FILE NUMBER..

| CLOSE FILE NUMBER
| (R05S REFERENCE THIS FILE WITH FULE/S | i

SUBJECT INDEX

e

T

A\ 3R

ALTER FILE NUMBER ON LOGGING QRRD FOR Eocad
LETTER DATED S SanlQ-ts REFERENCE NUMBER._

i
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RESTRICTED

FILE 18/6/ 40

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
(NAVY OFFICE)

Revoxrt of Prﬂceedingssmr\luﬂﬁ’_‘( 474
' ‘ 411 P ancts SRecnt ‘C‘“”‘H’"‘7 ;‘40"‘7 :
a{g }%3 :
D éqw,'smﬁhf LL.;] AN r(:.{,ﬂ.;. . C'LWHH""{ aJ

D . :
7S 573 : !4‘.,7,40 /o XKeo ‘gﬁ‘%’

Ly % / /1

AS (4 )

NOTES: A, This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

B, The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director!s comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments,

C, Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.

D, If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above.

RESTRIGTED
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HMAS ONSLOW
At Cockatoo Island.

c2/12/96 1st February 1974.

The Flag Officer Commanding,
H.M. Australian Fleet.

HMAS ONSLOW - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - JANUARY 1974.

Sir,

1. I have the honour to report the proceedings of HMAS ONSLOW,
j under my command, for the period 1lst January o 31st January 1974.
1 Times throughout are Zone Lima (=11).

2 e On 1lst January HMAS ONSLOW was alongside PLATYPUS continuing
Assisted Maintenance Period NO 16.

3. At 0820 on Monday Tth January ONSLOW conducted a cold move
using tug BRONZEWING and tugs 501 and 502 to Sutherland Dock at

Cookatoo Tsland. The submarine/Sewed at 1100.  HMAS ONSLOW is in

dock to carry out her Special Survey Docking. She has remained in
Sutherland Dock throughout the month. Progress to date is satisfactory.
However, the planned undocking date has been delayed till the 15%th
February due to work arising from the survey and inclusion of additional
work as detailed in GOSIEAA signal 180620Z JAN T4 Slg DKU/DWG HMAS
ONSLOW SPECIAL SURVEY DOCKING.

4. On Thursday 3rd and Friday 4th January LEUT GLEX D.F. WEBB

RAN and SBLT SLEX J.C.A. GERLACH RAN took their Part III Submarine
Officers Qualification Examinations in HMAS PLATYPUS. These officers
were posted to HMAS OTWAY on the 14th January 1974.

=5 At 1000 on the 1l4th January 1 attended the Primary Planning
Conference for Exercise Kangaran One in which HMAS ONSLOW is partic-
ipating in June.

e The health of the Ship's Company remains good and morale 1is
high.
Te The material state of the ship is sound.

1 Have the Honour to be

Sir
_,,..-rr-—-"-"""“'—"""'--n....l
- ﬁiffﬁwnx;'“ Your Obedient Servant
| 3 e
z .- T\'i (/
RS A e (R.R.H FAY

Lieutenant Cummandar
EESFmB/IE ~ COMMANDING OFFICER
1X

Enclosure:- Annex A — Steaming Appen

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDI
G1074059



RESTRCTERD

ANNEX A to HMAS ONSLOW Letter G2/12/96
Dated 1lst February 1974

STEAMING APPENDIX - JANUARY 1

surfaced

Distance Run 0.00

Hours 0.00

pivad

Distance Run 0.00

HOIJ.I"E 0 IOG
SINCE COMMISSIONING

surfaced

Distance Run 62396.55

Hours 6393.64

Dived

Distance Run 27693.47

Hours 3655.82
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o ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY NAVY—CANBERRA
; """n '1“'" "'F"" T3 “ % !: y ‘ L
9K fen LW E RiGTED 6 |479s
Telephone: Il___ﬂ_____,...wm-—--———-h——“!
359-91M rRK H.M.A. FLEET HEADQUARTERS,
GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000
A F, 1/1&/ ple) ,.: MEF TT-*'E

The Secretary
Department of Detence (Navy Office)

HMAS ONSLOW - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - FEBRUARY 1974

:
lt.
o P S

(D.C. WELLS)
Rear Admiral
Commander Australian Fleet

( | Forwarded.

& Enclosure.

HMAS ONSIOW Report G1/10/9Y8 dated 1st March 1974

No NEED Fec g CIRCULATIGN ‘A:Q ,‘:‘?

RESTRIGTED

\\ | RESTRICTED
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

HMAS ONSLOW
At Neytral Bay.

o sy auon 01/10//98 1st March 1974.

The Flag Officer Commanding,
H.M. Euﬂ‘h‘.‘al ian Fleet.

HMAS ONSLOW -~ REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS -~ FEBRUARY 1974.

Sir,

1. 1 have the honour to report the proceedings of HMAS ONSLOW,
under my command, for the period lst February to 28th February 1974.
( Times throughout are Zone Lima (-11).

2 From 1lst February until 19th February, ONSLOW was in Sutherland
Dock at Cockatoo Island carrying out her Speeial Survey Docking. The

programmed undocking date of 15th February was delayed by industrial
disputes and ONSLOW did not unsew until 1430 on the 19th February, 1974.
Due to the overtime ban by Painters and Dockers it was not possiblc to
leave Sutherland Dock and the submarine remained afloat, in dock over
ﬂight .

3. LEUT R.J.H. CANHAM, RAN was relieved as Executive Officer Ly
LEUT K.F. PITT, RAN on the 6th February 1974.

4. At 1015 on the 20th February, a cold move was made to ti =
Destroyer Wharf, Cockatoo Island, using tugs 501 and 502 wit *. gz
BRONZEWING standing by. ONSLOW remained at Cockatoo Island . ’ii Monday
2>th February. This period was occupied completing docking it . .3 and

* preparing for the Safety Certificate.

( 5e The period spent at Vickers Cockatoo Dockyard has been extremely

fruitful. Not only did the Dockyard overcome considerable labour

, --shortages and industrial disputes to achieve the aim of the docking, that
being to extend the first commission of ONSLOW by one year, but the good
relations which were established between Ship's Staff and Dockyard
enabled a considerable amount of wgork to be undertaken by Ship's Staff
which would not normally be allowed. This has been reported in detail
in my letter to the Commander, First Australian Submarine Squadron, E1/10/97
dated 16th February 1974. -

Bis The Special Survey Docking was successfully completed with the
signing of the Safety Certificate in ONSLOW at 1400 on the 25th February
1974. At 1415 ONSLOW slipped and proceeded to HMAS PLATYPUS; remaining
alongside storing and preparing for the coming workup and inspection
until the end of the month.

-
£ 13
)
ilﬂ-l--i,:
-
5 T
el
n.m-_{
.
i)

--1-11-111/7. The
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2
Te The health of the Ship's Company remains good and morale is
high.
B. The material state of the ship is sound.

I have the honour to bs,
Siv,

Your Obedient Servant,

Lieutenant Commander, RAN
COMMANDING OFFICER.

Enclosure:- Annex A - Steaming Appendix.

RESTRICTED
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o RESTRICTER

ANNEX A to HMAS ONSLOW Letter G1/10/98
dated lst March 1974.

STEAMING APPENDIX - FEBRUARY 1974.

Surfaced
Distance Run 4.50 ,
Hours 0.60
Dived
r Distance Ruan 0.00
Hours 0.00
SINCE COMMISSIONING
Surfaced
Distance Run | 62401.05
\
Hours 6394.24
Dived
Distance Run 27693.47
. Hours 3655.82

RESTRIGIED
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RESTRICTED

FILE 428/3/55%

DEPARTHMENT OF DEFENCE
(NAVY OFFICE)

HMAS ON Ow) Report of ProceedingsmARr .

[ , , )

é& yes ,4:4?.-&_4_;{ LeatCTiora )

NOTES: A, This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon after they reach Navy Cffice,

B, The report will be given again to Board lembers with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments,

C, Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are reizerred to
Directors and Heads of Branches,

D. If any mattier requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable nose being made above,

RESTRIGTED
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R'E%wcmﬁmﬁ NAVY | '8
RESTRICTED

Telephone: | .
359-9111 ' H.M.A. FLEET HEADQUARTERS,
Ext 2615 GARDEN ISLAND. H.S.W. 2000

AF. 1/16/38 B .

Lhe Secretary -
Department of Defence (Navy Office)

HMAS ONSLOW - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - MARCH, 1974

(_ 1. Forwarded. ’

2 Provision of replacement printed circuit cards
to overcome the 1GCU problem noted in paragraph is being
investigated. . (DEFNAV message DAV/OWR 110649Z April 1974
and ANZUK message DAV/OWR 111321%Z April 1974 refer).

L The incident referred to in paragraph 15 is being
investigated and will form the subject of a separate report
1n due course.

f}i-ﬂ »

(D.C. WELLS)
Rear Admiral
Commander Australian Fleet

fﬁ4-
V) Enclosure: | .
HMAS ONSLOW Report C1/11/71 dated 3rd April, 1974

RES TRICTER

RESTRICTED
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sir, b
le I have the honour to report the preceedings of HMAS ONSLOW

under my command, for the period lst March 1974 to 31st Mavrch 1974.
Times until 030100 are in zone Lima (-11) and then zone Kilo (=10).

e fm~ Frum 1st Haruh unt11 10th March ONSLOW was alnngﬁlda at
| ~ HMAS PLATYPUS. Thia time was used as a harbour training period in
w“”“““*praparat1nn for the Hurk-uu, harbour and sea inspections. fncluded

Y e

(: & e WePeR. twelva.hnur fast cruise on 6th March and Divisions and Captaxnlﬁ
- . a,Rgundg on Bthiﬁarnh.:f napartmantal-cantlnuatlon training and lectures

i en” ganaral submarine knowledge were cunductad by ship's officers
| thrnnghnut the weak.;;_ *

”3-5¢;ﬁﬁﬁj At 0905 on Manday 11th.Harch ONSLOW sailed for the first

| HBB;%oflwothdup, dlvlng at 1105.y This dive will have some minor .
iy £ o ”hiaturlual connotations as OHSLOW is the first aubmarlne of the class
; %0 extend a commission beyand the traditional four. years. The |
s successful completion of this dive was reported in ONSLOW szgnal

110250Z MAR 74 and accordingly, the Safe to Dive period of +he
submarine has been extended to 11th March 1975. A1l systems were

checked correct before commencing a comprehensive list of =svciutions.
These continued through until 0600 on 14th karch when runs on the
Jervis day measured mile were carrvied out. At 1600 sea riders were
transferred at Captains Point, Jervis Bay. |

§o On completion of the trensfer, ONSLOW proceeded for a dived
| rendezvous with HNS ODIN at 2200. This rendezvous was successful
( and a co-ordinated trensit was conducted until O 5 on 15t% Mzrch.

S An 55K phase due to follow on immediately wes cancelled jex periencing
considerable communications difficulties. A further pEIlOd of
operational training followed and my intercept scnsr wes calibrated
with the assistance of a !lessex Helicopter from Ni3 NOWRA. CIISLOW
surfaced at 1025 fnr the return passage to Sydney.

et Atviggﬁ on lﬁth March ONSLOW was orderad 40 pruceed at
best speed to Eaarnh“?ar the ketch METUNG, reported to be in distress
20 miles east of KIAMA. ONSLOW arrived in the se=tch area at 1340
and assumed duties of on scene commander. Other nnits involved in
the search were one Iraqu01s, one Jdessex and itwo trackers from RANAS
NOWRA, M/V IRON HUNTER and M/V IRON CAVALIER. The yatch wes sighied e
SespRaEeag GDA £ Traqk@r-344f"tﬁ;jﬂiw§nd ONSLOW altared course to close thxs.pusltlnnfﬁﬁilg
'frtffff?fﬁ%ﬂ9¥f“§a“milﬁﬁ§h]'t_'“%gnt —east;iﬁiﬂtﬂlsaﬁ 0H5hﬁﬁww1ih&rawhfrum the s e
N iregene’ (COHHUSSUBRQquHE RTT 1505202 MAR 74) and returned 1o Sydnﬁy,' Sl
; '~'¥PLATYPUSja¢ 2100.”Lf1h$~ﬁa uel to tha”narngr*ﬂi%f*%*¥v
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7' oallves somouhat dess then protessionsi. It tromspiredthat the
- yacht had fouled her propellor and did not have any suitable.sails = . o o

. for the prevailing conditions. The crew were eventually taken off . .

- by helicopter from NAS NOWRA and their yacht left adrift to be taken
~in tow by a passing ship the following day. = = oo o
6. | ONSLOW remained secured at PLATYPUS until 19th March., |
‘Duty Watch initiative exercises were initiated by LCDRSM (CMDR I.D.G.
MacDOUGALL, R@H)-aver this period. ' These included the repelling of
armed militants and tanks from HMAS PLATYPUS Main Gate, and the
extinguishing of a fire in PLATYPUS using on board appliances only.
Four Mark 23 practice torpedoes were loaded on Monday 18th March.

¥ Fr,

T.  ONSLOW sailed at 0905 on Tuesday 19th March and proceeded to
sea 1o carry out the post survey docking deep dive. The successful |
completion of this dive was reported in ONSLOW's DKU/DKC/KKN 190837%

MAR 74 .

8. .~ At 2200 ONSLOW entered Hunters Bay to affect a personnel
transfer and proceeded to sea on completion. Work up evolutions. ...ci.
were carried out until 2359 on the 20th March including exercises with = =
HMA Ships PERTH and SiAN. 4 scheduled wespon firing had to be R
g - cancelled because of a Torpedo Guidance Control Unit defect. = URDEF '
(: 51/ T3 réfers.  pu i s bl bR TG R L L B B

9  On the 21st March a series of casexs wersc carried out
involving HWA Ships PERTH, HOBART, SWAN, YARKA, aircraft from RANAS
 ~NOWRA and ORIONS from RAAF EDINBURGH. During the day major problems
were experienced with the TGCU2 and it was decided to return to G
- PLATYPUS to carry out repairs on completion of the first serial on

- Priday 22nd March. (ONSLOW KKN 210140% MAR 74) -

10, From 0100 until 1000 on the 22nd March ONSLOW opérated in
the SSK role searching for HMS ODIN, expected to be transitting toward
the coast from the East. A successful SSK attack solution was
achieved, ONSLOW surfaced at 1000 and returned to sydney, securing
alongside PLATYPUS at 1600. Base Staff worked on the defective fire
, control equipment overnight and the submarine proceeded to sea for
g " her work-up Mk 23 TFX at 0800 on the 23rd March.

11, Two wepons were fired at the TRV and.the third firing wos
(‘ aborted. ONSLOW's 230450Z MAR T4 refers. Further difficulties
: erose with the TGCU and URDEF 51/73 could not be cleared.  ONSLOW
remained at sea overnight and veturned to PLATYPUS at 0600 on the 24th
March. '

12. The 24fh andMESth ﬁerﬂ spent cleaning ship in preparation
for the Harbour Inspantipn.

13, On the 26th March COMAUSSUBRON ONE (CMDR T.R. DUCHESNE, RAN) -
inspected the Ship's Company ot Divisions and carried out rounds of |
the submarine. Officers from Fleet and Squadron Staff carried out
departmental inspections through the day and an initial report on the
Harbour Inspection was made in COMAUSSUBRON ONE's RTT 2603332 MAR 74.
- 4. . ONSLOW sailed for her sea inspection at 1600.on the 26th -
.~ March 1974, with COMAUSSUBRON ONE (CMDR T.R. DUCHESNE, i) Bndegtare .0 d
OB Mas. conducted in accordanoe with Annex K. =t
LOil surfaced on gompletion at 1100 bn the .

o - embarked. The inspection was oonducted in accordesnce with
B ch «;hfwiﬂ%Eﬁ?ﬂ?ﬂﬁll/15%§#¢ﬁht
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March. The submarine secured alongside PLATYPUS a2t 1730 and a signal

report (COMAUSSUBRON ONE RTT 280525Z MAR T4) was received confirming
ONSLOW as being an operational anit of the fleet.

35 During the Sea Inspection, at 0623 on 28th Karch ONSLOW
touched the bottom. This grounding resulted from = =rror in )
estimated position of six miles. Subsequent inspeci.or by ship's

divers on the 29th March confirmed that no damoze had been susiained
(ONSLOW's KKE/KKN 2800502 and KKE 2904252 HMAR 74 tefow)

16 On 27th March ONSLOW proceeded to iumbsr 5 fwovy and loaded
the war outfit of torpedoes, veturning to PLATYFUS at 1515 and
remaining alongside for the remainder of the monih.

17. The pressures of Work-up have brought a considerable increase
in disciplinary problems, particularly smong ti: ryourzer ssilors under
training. However, the overall effect oz movale has ce3n good and
with work-up behind us, morale is high and heslith go:d

18. The material state of the ship is sound wiih the exception
of the fire conirol system which remains unproven, o Mk 8 firings

have been possible because of torpedo safety difficulties veported in
COMAUSSUBRON ONE 220016Z MAR T4. The Mk 23 system remains uniested
URDEF 54/73 refers.
I have tae honour to be,
S1T,

Your Cbedient Servant,

-
- i. k

.. '|'- '1

/ [

%ty

X | t S
(R.E.E. Fi71R)

Lieutenant fJocmander, RAN.

NI AR TTTCT ATIET Y BT
LU Al LI b D IL}E‘JH
e = =il

Enclosure: ANNEX A -~ Steaming Appendix

RESTRICIED
RESTRICTED
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ANNEX A to ONSLOW Letter G1/11/71

| RESTRIGTED seine o soei 7

STEAMING APPENDIX - MARCH 1974

Surfaced

Distance Run 576627

Hours 60.00

Dived

Distance Run 1076.71

Hours 178.00
SINCE COMMISSIONONG

surfaced

Distance Run 6297T«32

Hours 6454 24

Dived

Distance Run 28770.18

Hours 3843.82

RESTRICTEDproymintep

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1074059



4y, fir 1

~ r'l .J e 3 3 3 S e "'_"' "“'_" i
) I mzz@mm ¥ CLASSIF f:m’ﬂ@m PARTICULARS .J
| CLASSINGS [ w |
Original/Copry
Duplicate Capy made , |
3 Tate ﬂpmm’ Z_ 13_4-\ 4% o i b N LR i " Sy
! - R

REGISYRATION ‘l

A Ema —-

! Security Classification

e LEPORTS —

5 Cancel File No

RET -

— ek 4 155 |

| I LT — e SR = s —
3 Regestration Number N&{f%g —— _3- e Sd ‘5'- - . .
I 4 Mark 1o iy A—:SN S + etk . - - -

Ciose I'ile No

Movements Sectron of rumzﬂarwn amd neuw File No

P s e b S &y - S (LT

L I -

e ——

S - A
7 | Cross Reference this File with File(s) __ __ _ . = B R

| |

L =
e it

I_ SUBIECT 1MDEX j
l [ |
Posting Precis

l
- [ R — — —_— = ———— ) - . _—— o —— v —— LA 1

MAME IMDEX l
b .

1 Hexdin
Hy1 @.élmfm/

e am g pm— =g ——

T S —

2 /J(ﬁb No on Loggmgp Card for H_&Q_ﬁf-__ O N S
/7
Letter dated 7/ > /2K Reference No _ S

T a———

i e e T P —

Jrga o

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIG10/74059



FILE 428/3/]2

DEPARTIENT CF DeFENCE
(NAVY OFFICE)

Ormasia oy Revort of Proceedings Qo

,£2i¢421;aqﬂa~r“4;f LA ‘@“”;”h;;“*‘.

b?égLAﬂTTfﬂﬂf /A
DPR AL /) 5

ASENS) (b

NOTES: A, This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon after they reach Navy Office,

B. The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director!s comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments,

Ce Circulation lists numbers 2 snd 3 are rerferred to
Directors and Heads of Branches,

D, If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to anotner Branch a new file should be
railsed, &a sultable nove being made above,
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" Telaphone

358-9NM:Txtension 3532

WE 1/16/38

y

THLEERE
N VY

ROYAL AUST ALIA

H.M.A FLEET HEADQUARTERS,
GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000

The Secretary ,
Terartment of Defence (Navy Cffice)
{V i - HKEFTORT OF FRCCOUEDINGS - APRIIL, "Q74
Forwarded.,
. __“1! Pt
(D.C. WELLS):
Rear Admiral
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Ts - The ohip's Company have been lectured on security during
the month., - N '
8. Lhe material state of the ship remains sound except for

the Fire Control System and associated ovihbue 55/73 remains
outstanding. the health of the Ship's Company is good and
morale is high., |

o i 1 have the honour to be,
- o1ir,

iour Ubedignﬁ'ﬁervanﬁ

( | (RU.H. CANHAM)
| ) | | Lieutenant HAWN

COMiANULNG UrFlULK
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Annex A to nkAS ONSLOw's letter G1/23/72 dated 1 may 1974
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FILE 428/3/ 247

DEPARTHMENT OF DEFENCE
(NAVY OFFICE)

O ) Report of PI‘DCGEdiﬂSMﬁ\{"t"'}

NOTES: A, This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon afier they.reacn Navy Office,

B, The report will be given again taq Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments,

C. Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are reierred to
Directors and Heads of Branches,

D, If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to anotner Branch a new file should be
ralilsed, a suitable note being made above,
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

Teieph : |
i § : H.M.A. FLEET HEADQUARTE A"
- Extension 3532 GARDEN ISLAND, NS W, 2. °
At 1/16/3%8 - | 30 JUL 1974

The Secretary | |
Devartment of Defence (Navy Office)

HIMAS ONSLOW - REFORT OF PROCEEDINGS - MAY 1974

Forwarded.

":',;_ ;—i—‘:—-—""j

(D.C. WELLS)
Rear Admiral
Commander Australian Flest

Eneclosure:

HMAS CNSLOY Report 1/6/73 dated 1st June 1974
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17 573 HMAS ONSLOW
At Sydney

: 1=t JUNR, 1974
The Flag Officer Commanding,
HeMe AUSTRALIAN FLEET

For Information

The Commander,
FIRST AUSTRALIAN SUBMARINE SQUADRON

L

HMAS ONSLOW - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - MAY 1

T

1las I have the honour to report the proceedings of Her Majesty's
Australian “hip ONSLOW, under my commend, for the month of May, 1974.
Times throv::zout ere Zone Kilo (=10).

2e O 1st Moy, ONSLOW wes at HMAS PLATYPUS undergoing AMP No. 17
This period completed on l?ﬁh,Maytwith.a.fapeat Internal Inspection by
The Commander, First Australisn Submarine Sguadrone A good report wes
received from this inspeation: which was gretifying in the light of the
amount of work thet was put into bringing the boat up to standard.

Je The submarine sailed at 0905 on 20th May for Index and Torpedo
Firing Exercises aimed at proving the Fire Conirol end Weapons Systemse
Four Mke 23 Practice Torpedoes end 6 Mk, 8 Torpedoes had been scheduled -
g for the weeks firings. Of the Mk. 8's only three could be supplied by
{ RANTME, snd on@ of .the.three beceme unserviceable after embarkeilon,,
leaving only two for firing. All four Mk, 23's arrived onboard but just
prior firing the first weapon guidance failed and the torpedo setiings
were loste. My'URDEF‘57/73 referd, This necessiteted the disembarketion
of 21l four Mk. 23's on Thursday 23rd Mey on return to PLATYPUS 2t 15C0.
Both Mk. 8 weapons were fired successfully end the Mke 23 firing was re-
prograrmed. for Mondey 27th May.

Lo Bad weather prevonted the firing teking plece on lMondey 27th
and Tuesday 28%h, and ONSLOW sailed at 1030 om Wednesday 29%h for a
final attempt priocr to ANZUK deitachment. Recovery conditions werc merginal
and one firing took place using TRV. 803 es terget. The Fire Conirol
System functioned normaldy throughout but unheppily e mechenicel linkage
failed to trip the Misconnect Switch thus preventing guidance of the

3 f"u - { %< ﬁ: f; ;‘gﬁ\ﬂ:‘?# m:’!if;‘ﬁa '::,;L : , ) ;;

TEEEE l-‘! weapDOoIu
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weapone The torpedo and TGCU 2 appeared to run correctly snd the submerine
retutned to PLATYPUS at 1630 with weapon, system now fully operational,

e Thursday 30th and Fridey 31st were spent at PLATYPUS making final
preparations for detachment to ANZUK on 2nd June.

6. The material state of the ship remains satisfactory. Poor UHE
Communications during the month prompted fitting a replacement ALN Wireless
Mast and this was carried out on Friday 31lst..Associated URDEF' 60/73 remeins
outstanding, The EM Log is unreliable with URDEF 56/73 still outstanding.

T The health of the Ship's Compeny is good and morale high with
the prospect of an interesting detachment to South East Asia a2heed.

N\

&

~~

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your Obedient Servant,

/\ !
e

Lieutenant Commander, RAN.

COMMANDING OFT'ICER

K

Annex: L. Steoming Pigures..
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ANNEX A TO
L=6-T3
DATED lst JUNE, 1974

STEAMING FIGURES

SURFACEL
Distance Run 100.75
Hours 16-5
DIVED. ’

/ Distance Runx‘“ '- 411,88

‘ . Hours 6940

SINCE COMMISSIONING

SURFACED
Distance Run 63,677+07
Hours 61526-49
LIVED

( Distence Run 29,791.88
Hours 4,007.32
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
< INTERIM FORM ONLY - JUNE Q74

DETAILS OF INFORMTlON Al ALUS|S

INFORMATION CLASSIFIER
ORIGINAL /COPY

DUPLICATE COPY MADE
DATE OPENED _ 3/ |- 197/
REGISTRATION SECURITY CLASSEICATION

L R

o

REGISTRATION NUMBER _ N428 -% _947 ;

MARK. TO ASNS

CANCEL FILE NUMBER VIDE THIS FILE AND INFORM
FILE LOCATION SECTION OF CANCELLATION AND NEW FILE NUMBER .

CLOSE FILE NUMBER

CROSS REFERENCE TWIS FILE WITH FILE[S

SUBJECT INDEX
POSTING PRECIS

NAME INDEX
HERDING PRECIS |
1

RLTER FIE NUMBER ON LOGGING CARD FOR  /OCAF
LETTER DATED 30 ~7— |Q774 REVERENCE NUMBER. / —/6-38
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FILE 428/3/ 3¢\

)

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
(NAVY OFFICE)

Report of ProceedingsJuNE

™\ -
AS(NSY/ / “?/“? [ EAERGES et G .
A ‘. S . ‘ ' - ‘_)_ 4_"14..2_‘;'_‘- " :

o

NOTES: A, This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon aftver they reach Navy Office,

B. The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
( interest in those comments,

C, Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are relerred to
Directors and Heads of Branches,

D, If any matter reguires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should Dbe
raised, a suitable note being made above,
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

Telephone: | ' FLEET HEADQUARTERS
359.9111 sion 2 | Ll -
mten_ ion 353 | GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000

12 SEP 1974

AT 1/16/38 S i

The Secretary
Department of Defence (Navy Office)

HMAS ONSIOW - REPORT OF PROCHEDINGS - JUNE 1974

Forwarded.,

‘__..-;J Jl',___i_{____...qli .

(D.C., WELLS)
Rear Admiral
Commander Australian Fleet

Enclosure:

A

HMAS ONSLOW Report dated 1st July 1974
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Hostile aircraft were dotec+ed searching for ONSLOW at this point
but were clearly expecting The submeorine 4o trencit down the
Capricorn Chennel to the easgt of the shouel 2rer,

Se Overasl the Exercise was good valuc onéd st ebout 1600K
(-10) on Monday 17th June, 1974 ONSLOW surfaced 2nd commenced
pagsage to Bangkok by wey of the Inner Barrier neef, ond the Weter
Rcas end Karimeta Streits., o

6e At 2130G (=7) on the 25th June, ONSLOW chopped to the
?peraglznal control of the ANZUK Naval Commender, end on the last
GCay of the month was in the vicinity of the Anamba Isla |

- ot a Ilslands T

“0 the Gulf of Thoilernd, i

s The materizl state of the shi ' is?

P remains satisfactory. URDEFS
56/73 (EM Log) and 60/73 (UHF Communications) remein outstending
from last month. The TGCU 2 continues to give trouble and is
currently unserviceable. My URDEF 62/73 refers.

@; . The health of the ship's company is very good and morsle
1s high after neorly four weeks at sea and with the prospect of
.F well earned visit to Bangkok early in July.

N NN

( Licutenent Commender, RAN

COMMANDING COFFICER

Annex: A, Steaming Figures for June, 1974,
B, ANZUKX Movements RANOP 0125
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A ANNEX £ TO HMAS ONSLOW
LETTER 1-29-73
DATED lst JULY, 1974

STEAMING FIGURES

SURFACED
DISTANICE RUN 4374
HOURS 408

( DIVED
DISTANCE RUN 1580
HOURS. 268

SINCE COMMISIONING

SURFACED

{ DISTANCE RUN 68051407
.H UUR;; 6934.49
DIVED e
DISTANCT RN 211371,.88
HOURS 427532
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AWNEX B TO HMAS ONSLOW
LETTER 1-26=T73
DATED 1lst JULY, 1974

MOVEMENTS DURING JUND 1974

Reference: A, RANOPS 0125

DATE EVENT
25 JUNE CHOP to ANZUK

25-30 JUNE PASSAGE TO GULF OF THAILAND
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE S :
NTERIM FORM ONLY - JUNE Q74

DETAILS OF INFORMATION ANALUSTS

INFORMATION CLASSIFIER P
ORIGINAL /COPY '

DUPLICATE COPY MADE
DATE OPENED 2 - 3.
SECURLT

REGISTRATION A CATION
e AlLoer o ' | ||-

.
of  [ROCEEDINES - s cmiior
L TUNE e

—

MARK. TO - % )
CANCEL FILE NUMBER - VIDE THIS FILE AND INFORM
FILE LOCATION SECTION oF CANCELLATION AND NEW FILE NUMBER |

| CLOSE FILE NUMBER

—————— . e e
—rm T i e —

e e T —

—

CROSS REFERENCE THS FiLE WITH FILE /S

SUBJECT INDEX

| POSTING PRECIS
¢ : e
NAME INDEX

HEADING PREC|
135 pa/Shen IS Meloktr o Aesdads
i TE//Z/‘E /G P¥

ALTER FILE NUMBER ON LOGGING CARD FOR. A Crss
LETTER DATED 2 =9 1O 7% REFERENCE NUWMBER. 22 /- /£ - 35

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG10/74059



FILE 428/3/ 3c

DEPARTHMENT OF DEFENCE
(NAVY OFFICE)

HMAS L, ONSLO W Report of Proccedingsloiy ~
/ W4 ' s il RAN, RNy RTHN fhafin

wsasl A 9/9. e ‘ o ”

z o0 ] /°/§

pgas 4!::[9
W4

)13/4
1o
( g
SO )
(b,
WH’W
Q__} p S8 {q
(ﬁ'@lu}‘?
NOTES: A, This copy is circulated so that Beoard Members may
see these reports soon after they reach Navy Office,
B. The report will be given again to Board kembers with
Directort's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those conmnments,
N C. Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to

Directors and Heads of Branches,

D, If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable nove being made above,
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

Telephone: | |
359.9111 H.M.A. FLEET HEADQUARTERS,
' SEROREION.. 3305 GARDEN ISLAND. N.S.W. 2000

19 CCD 1974

AF. 1/16/38 v oo ool WA

The Secretary
Department of Defence (Navy Office)

[

HMAS ONSLOW - REFORT OF PROCEEDINGS - JULY 1974

Forwarded.

k;—-t.—r_.ﬂ}

(D.C. WELLS)
Rear Admiral
Commander Australian Fleet

( Enclosure:

HMAS ONSLOW Report 1/74/15 dated 1st August 1974
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1=74-15 HMAS ONSLOW
At Sea

lst August, 1974

The Tjag Cff1uer~0ntmand1ng,
HeM; 3"STFALIAN FLEET

For Information

The Commander,
ANZU¥. NAVAL FORCES

The :'..mander,
FIRST AUSTRALIAY SUBMARINE SQUADRON

HMAS ONSLOW REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - JULY, 1974

Sir,

s I 'hrave the honour to report the proceedings of Her E&jesty'ﬁ
Australiar. Ship ONSIOW, under my command, for the .onth of July,
1974

2e Cn the: Pirst day of the month CNSLOVW was twenty-nin- days

out of S;rdney, heading into the Gull of Thailand in order to participate
in Exercise Thalay Thai, due to ‘bonmence at 0600 G *(=7) on 3rd July.
The subrarine dived at 2000G (~7) on the 2nd July and made the Exercise
rendezvius noxt morning at 0600G (~7). Ships taking part in this
Exercis 3 were HMA Ships STUART and ONSIOW, HM Ships DANAZ, LONDONDERRY,
( SCYLLA, HTM Ships MAKUTRAJAKUMARN, PINKIAO, PRASAE, and RFA TIDESPRING.
Operational control of ONSLOW revcritcd to COMAUSSUBRON OHE from 0001G
(=7) On the 3rd July for the period of the Exorcisec.

s

3o During Thalay Thai two Royal Thzi Navy officers werce embarked
in ONSLOW aﬂd two of ONSILOW?!s officers were transforred to Thali siips.

4o The Exercisc terminated at 2000G (=7) on tho 4th July whon
the submarine surfaced and proceedad toiards Bangkok. At OCCLG (-T)
on the 5th July ONSLOW choppcecd back to COMAN7JKNAV.

B At 1300G (=7) on the 5th July the subnmarinc secured alongside
HMAS STUART at XKlong Toeye. Cn the 8th July I called on the Chief of
Staff of the Royal Thai Flect, Admiral CHING CHULLASUKHUM R.T.N.

G ONSIOW sailed from Bankok at 09C0G (=7) on thc 2th July afior
a very successful visit and arrived in Singancre at 1130GE (~73) on
the 12th July. On Monday 13th July I celicd on COMANZUKNAV, Commodcere
\ D+A.He Clarke, MVO, DSC, RAN, and COMANZUKFCR Aivr Vico-Marshal R. Ge
nakeford, MVO OBE AFC, RAF. L

~ ¢ ‘{-'i;‘ﬂl‘ G0 4 :F )

#
é—) . - p “\:;" é

| A AUG A,

F L
._#* St
T Austranan W
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SURFACED
Distance
Hours
DIVED
Listance
Hours
SURFACED
Distance
Hours
DIVED
Distance
Hours

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

L]

STEAMING FIGURES

2483 miles

243 hours

- 946 niles

163,50 hours

SINCE COMMISIONING

T0534.07 miles

T1l77.42 hours

31231738 miles

4438,.50 hours

ANNEX A TO HMAS ONSILOW LETTER

DAT]

D lst AUGUST 1974

RCDIG1074059



( Reference: RANOP 0125,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

DATE
1-4

12

12-17T
17=19
19-22
2226
2629
29-31

ANNEX B TO HMAS ONSLOW
R 1=74=15
DATED 1st AUGUST 1974

LETTE]

MOVEMENTS FOR JULY 19 [4

nVE

GULF OF T

ATl

LAN Do

EXERCISE THALAY THAT

RANWOR .
PASSAGE
SINGAPORE
SEA

SINGAPORE

SHEA

SINGAPORE

*
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
(NAVY OFFICE)

FILE 428/3/299

Report of Proceedingsfup 5.

This copy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon afver they reach Navy Office,

The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments,

Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are relerred to

Directors and Heads of Branches,

If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Brancnh a new file should be
ralsed, a suitable note being made 2a2bove,

p \\0\4%

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

S

RCDIG1074059



HE&IRXGJ‘IEQJAN NAVY @

CMR

Telephone:

359-91M1 Extension L e H.M.A FLEET HEADQUARTERS.
GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000

A F 1/16/38
7 BCT 1972

The Secretary
Department of Defence (Navy Office)

(
ﬁMAS_QNﬁLOW - REPORT OF PROCEZDINGS - AUGUST- 1974
Forwarded.
e :‘4_-‘—-" g
(D.C. WELLS)
' Hear Admiral
- Commander Australian Fleet

f/ j Enclosure: |
f: T | N
{ HMAS ONSLOW Report 1/75/5 dated 1st September 1974

RESTRICTED
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1-75=5 HMAS ONSIOW
At Subic Bay

lst September, 1974

The Flag Officer Commanding;
HelMoe AUSTLALTAN FLEET

For Informaiion

The Ccmmatdﬂr
ANZUE NAVAT FORC:

The Cowmmaridsry
FIRST AUSTRALIAIM SUBMARTNE SQUADRON

HMAS ONSLOW REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

AUGUST 1
B |
Sir,
le I have the honour to report the proceedings of Her Majesty's

Australlha Zhip ONSLOW, under my ﬂﬂﬂmard, for the month of August,
1974, Times throughout are Zonc Golf Hotel (=T73).

2e. On the lst August the submarinc was on passage to Ponang
arriring off Gecorgetown carliy on tho merning of 2nd August. The
measuvred nile was used for log calibrziions until 1300 when HM
ships FIFE and ARGONAUT ontered harbour and berthed at SJcttnhdm
Pier., ONSLOW berthod on ARGONAUT at 133C,

3, On 3rd August, I called on the Director—General of the
Penang Port Commissiony Tuan Haji Mohd. Aziddin bes Hje Zainal
Abiding the Penang Garrison Commander, Colonel Manson b, Mohd. Yunus
KMN, the Chief Police Officer for Penang, Encik I.M. Yusoff Khan,
JON, KMN, PJK and the Honourable The Doputy Stete Secretary, Penang,
Encik lMohd. Hussain b. Hassan,

4 At 0700 on Monday 5th all three ships shifted berth to
anchor in the Man of War Anchorage and ONSIOW sccured alongside
HMS FiFh,

e ONSLOW sailed Penang at 0740 on Tuesday 5th and dived
at 1600 for an opposcd transit to PENANGEX Exercise Arca North
o” 'amatra. On Wednosday 6th a serics of exercises were conducted ——m——_—
w.t. the departing Royal Navy Task Group, comprising HM Ships %iﬁﬁiﬂiﬁilf%#;.,
FII"., SCYLLA, DANAE, ARGONAUT, LONDONDERRY, and RFA TIDESPRING,
to:~. cher with S STUﬂRT. ONSLOW surfaced at 1830 and hoaded

foil Singanore. 3 5 SEP P ”

Eiad Gil
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6. ONSLOW berthod in ANZIK Naval Basin at 134C on Friday 9th
to commence SHP: (AMP No 18). With the reductlon in ANZUK Naval
man power, the absence of an ANZUK Flcet Maintenance Group was
badly misscd and assistance had to be requestcd on a "good will"
basis from any available sources. This was most unsatisfactory,
and will be the subjcct of a detailed report on return from ANZUK
deployment v the Commander First Australian Submarine Squadron.

Te The maintenance period was successfully comploted on Saturday
24th and at 1100 on the 25th ONSLOW sailed for Subic Bay.

p Be The suvhmarine nexrshed in Subic Bay at 0900 Hotel on Friday
30th and remazined alongside until the end of the month. Calls were
made on the Commandiang Officer NAVSTA Subic Bay, Captain R.M,
Weidman USN; and the Commanding Officer NAVBASE Subic Bay, Rear-
Admiral D.B. Shelton USN.

9. The material condition of the submarine is satisfactory.
URDEF 62/73 (TGCU 2) rcmains outstanding as does URDEF 72/73
(Auxiliary Propulsion). The Port Main Generator insulation (URDEF
72/73) is currently causing considerablc concern reflocting the
temporary nature of low insulation rectification utilised in May
this year,

- - & P g - 1.:"‘ _'__..1 H..'.-I‘-- _,-._‘H 1_ ---.-.I : - .,...1---4-- Ay . —y L .‘-—.' -
¥ g3 OfFicial Coclides; Parliczs Auving tha month ware ~iven in Ponang

annd SUDLC BaY e

11. The health and morale of the ship's company is excellent,

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your pkedient servant,
ARy
\ %L—\_
(ReBAH. FAYLE)
Licutenant Commander, RAN

COMMiANDING OFFICER
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ANNEX B TO HMAS ONSLOW
LETTER 1<75-5
DATED lst SEPTEMRRR, 1974

MOVEMENTS - AUGUST 1974

e il e~ W

DATE EVENL

g e Sea

5..6 Penang

69 Sca (PENANGEX)

925 Singapore SMP

= | Sea

; A - : * 25 30 = "' | » = T . | ’
AR moge o .w W ‘ " :'U-r':jl Subic Ba:f

DEQToin .
Htémw i L
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

Telephonae: |
359-9111 H.M.A. FLEET HEADQUARTERS,
GARDEN ISLAND, M.S. W. 2000

AF 1/16/38

The Secretary |
Department of Defence (Navy Office)

HMAS ONSLOW - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS -~ SEPTEMBER 1974

2. Reference to Seaking helicopters in paragraph 2
presumably concerns SH3A or SH3H helicopters.

), Y

(#7D. GOBLE)
Commodore
for Commander Australian Fleet

) /

Enclosurs.

HMAS ONSLOW Report of Proceedings - September 1974
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Lea75=27 HMAS ONSLOW
At Sea

lst October, 1974
The Flag Officer Commanding,
olMe A -

Por Information:

The Commander,
ANZUK NAVAL FORCES

The Commander,
FIRST AUSTRALIAN SUBMARINE SQUADRON

HMAS ONSIOW - REPORT. OF PROCEEDINGS

Sir,

L I have the honour to report the Proceedings of Her Majesty's
Austrelian Ship ONSLOW, under my command, for the month of September,
1974. '

2e On the lst September, ONSLOW was in Subic Bay enjoying an all

too brief stay amongst American hospitality. At O700H (-8) on the

2nd the submarine proceeded tc sea and at 1200H (-8) on the same day
commenced what was intended to be five days of ASW exercises. Othor

forces taking part werc HMAS STUART and USS BRADELY, JOHN S, McCAIN,

TURNER JOY and SACRAMENTO. These exercises, which also involved helicopters
and ASW aircraft, were not very advanced but the USN welcomed thc
opportunity of having a submarine for so long a period. From ONSLOW!'s

point of vicw the main benefit was working against the SQS 26 AXR

osonar in USS BRADELY and Seaking helicopters fitted with AQS 13 Sonar.

Ba ONSILOW had sailed from Singapore on the 25th August with a low
insulation reading on the Port Main Gonorator armature which was however
within acceptable limits. The readings had baeon reported regularly to
The Commander, First Australian Submarino Squadron, including URDEF
action and on Thursday 5th Scptcomber ONSIOW was withdrawm from exercisos
and directed to rcturn to Singaporc to changs the offending armaturc,
This necessitated cancellation of the remaining cxcrcise and the visit
to Hong Kong from the 10th~1l4th September and this was the causo of
considerable disappointment on board,.

.o During the return passage to Singapore, distrcss flarcs wero

'h--.? _'-_;5" .!Z'.‘_ -:.;--‘ j‘.r_'\..-.. P
Fiiva I T
kg 38 ECA8° fH ;
—r J':h 4 _l'!' g "_ by A 7 o -
- #tﬂ3= }
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sighted and investigated on the evening of the 6th. A full roport
on the incident was forwarded to The Commandsr, ANZUK Naval Forces,
my letter 34-=T72-3 dated 9th Soptombor refors.

De ONSLCW arrived in Singapore at 1215 GH («=73) on the 10th Scpiember
and by Wednesday 18th Scptember the new armature was in place and had
been successfully triallcd. Mo major diffisultities were encountered
during the change and Sembawang Shipyard, who woro contraotod to undertaled
the Jﬂb, workad wrell under ship's staff and HMAS PLATYFUS Base Staff
sSupervision.,

e At 1600GH (--73) on Thursday 1$th September ONSLOW wont to sea
for a short exercisc period with HMS LEOPARD and HMNZS TARANAKTI, It
was during this period that the incident reported in my 201537Z SEP 74
occured. The submarine returncd alongsidc at 08306H (~73). A Board

of Inquiry was convencd by The Commander, ANZUK Naval Forces and the
findings arc awaited at this timc,.

Te A replacemcnt Attack Periscope arrived alongside at 1830GH (=7%)
on Thursday 26th Septenber and was installed without difficulty.

8o At 160C0GH (=73) on Friday 27th September ONSLOW left Singapore

for passagze to Australia. On the last day of the month the submarine

was clcoar of Sunda Strait and bound for Onslow We.A.

e Tho matorial 3tats of the submerine remains” satisfactorye. The
fml}uw§1 URDEFS are Dutstandlné: TGCU2 (62/73) and Auxiliary Propulsion
T2/73

s This report concludes the period of detachment under the Operational
Control of The Cammandur,.AﬂZUK Naval Forces, It has been a particularly
valuable deotachment for CNSLOW with exerciscs in & wide range of
Ocoanﬂgraphlc, enviromental and opcrational caonditions. With a virtually
static ghin's company it has been possible to tune the team to a fine
pitch and, not unsxpectcdly, morale is excsllont. It was not without

some disappointment that we learnt of the further scaling down of the

RAN input at Singaporc and it is hoped that this does nct spell the end

of submarinc deploymonts in the area with the tremendous operational

and morals bonefits that a2corue.

11, The health of the ship's company is good and a security addrass
has becen given during the monthe
N O,
'Il "‘ T JVE//#I
\.,,.r""\
(R.; H, FAYLE)

Lisutenant Commander, RAN

COMMANDING OFFICER

Amnex:  Ae Steaning Figurcse T
' ' IR 2 TR o e e
Bs ANZUK Movements. ?f?nﬁ C AFafR R d

=
*Jﬂ.-'-ﬂ"-ﬁ{v'j

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1074059



# it e - o
by~ 2 4 i 1 K

= - q Py
# X o= e

AYHEX A TO HBAS ONSLOW
IETTER 1=75-27T
DATED lst OCTOBER, 1974

STEAMTING FIGURES

e

SURFACED

Distancs : 2578.8

Hours e 240,86
DIVED

Distance : 2367.5

1O Ty

NCE COMMISSIONING

SURFACED
Distance : 75330.47

Hours : T651.6,29

Distance : 32891,98

Hours : 4543,80
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RED SIUTEL
P ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY
o)
Telzphone: | | - | : o
- | | H.M.A. FLEET HEADQUARTERS,
399-9M Extension 3532 ‘ GARDEN ISLAND. N.8.W. 2000
AF 1/16/38 ¢ _':."* ;

The Secretary S |
. Department of Defence (Navy Office)

HMAS ONSLOW — REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS — OCTOBER 1974

Forwarded. -

Al,—-id.—-ﬂhf

(D.C. WELLS) -
Rear Admiral |
Commander Australian Fleet

N Enclosure:

HMAS ONSLOW Report 1/76/16 dated 1st November 1974
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6. Repairs to the starboard main engire were completed on Saturday

12th October. Inspection of the same assembly on the port side revealed
advanced wear and as a safety precaution my URDEF 80/73 was raised which
allowed use of the port engine in emergency only. ;

Te ONSLOW sailed from Fremantle at 1400H (-8) on Sunday 13th

October with 13 troops from the Special Air Services Regiment, together

with canoes and equipment, embarked. This party was launched on a simulated
ra1d in Two People's Bay, north east of Albany at 1230H (-8) on 15th Cctober.
At 1oCOH (~8) ONSLOW entered Albany Harbour to land an S.A.S5. officer and
embark the members of the ship's company who had travelled overland from
Fremantle.

£ On 21st October ONSLOW received a mail drop Irom a RAAF Orion
aircraft off Cape Otway and on 23rd October CNSIOW dived for a short
veriod «ff Point Hicks to provide photographic opportunities for another
Orion aircraft carrying press and television representatives.

L At O530K (-10) on 25th October the submarine anchored in
datson's Bay to await Customs Clearance at 0330K (=1C} and at 1COOK (=10)
secured alongside HIMAS PLATYPUS to commence Assisted Maintenance Period
No. 19. Apart from a visit to No. 4 Buoy in 5ydney to ofiload torpedoes,
the remainder of the month has been spent alongside HMAS PLAIYPUS.

10, The material state of the sulmarine rerains sctisfactory.
The following URDYF'S are outstanding:— §2/73 TGCU2, 72/73 Auxiliary
Propulsion and 8C/73 Port Main Engine Springwhzel Drive.

Il. The hezalth of the ship's company is good and meorale is high,

4 further adress on certain aspects of security was given to the ship's
company durins the month. _

I have the honour to be,
( Sir,,

Your obedient servant,

.ﬁit;;en nt Commander, R.A.N.

COMVANDING OFFICER

Annex: A. Steaming Figures
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ANNEX A TO HVAS ONSLOVW LETTER
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STEANING FIGURES -~ CCTOB=R 1

SURFACED DIVED
2822420 820.91
332 107

TOTALS _SINCE COMMISSIONING

SURFACED DIVED
78152.67 33702.89
7948.29 4650.80
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY @

Telephone: |
359-9111 Extension 3532 - H.M.A. FLEET HEADQUARTERS,
| - GARDEN ISLAND. N.S.W. 2000
AF . -l! F u*' .
1/16/38 S
The Secretary '
Department of Defence (Navy Office)
HMAS ONSLOW — REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - NOVEMBER 1974
(
Forwarded. -
— r‘A‘:‘{J-—" {
(D.C. WELLS)
Rear Admiral
Commander Australian Fleet
l:'.
Enclosure:eclf”

HMAS ONSLOW report 1/77/4 dated 29th November 1974
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

HMAS ONSLOW
At Neutral Bay.

IN REPLY QUOTE
1/71/4 29th November 1974.

Flag Officer Commanding,
HM Australian Fleet.

For Information
Flag Officer Commanding, HM Australian Fleet (Afloat)
The Commander, First Australian Submarine Squadron.

HHMAS ONSLOW - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS — NOVEMBER 1974

| Sir,
1. I have the honour to report the Broceedings of Her Majesty's
Australian Ship ONSLOW, under my command, for the month of November
1974 All times Lima (-11).
2e Throughout the month ONSLOW has been alongside HMAS PLATYPUS
for Assisted Maintenance Period Number 19, and leave. On Monday 1llth
November RANTAU commenced Mk 48 Torpedo handling trials. These trials
were completed on Thursday 2lst November.
3. The material state of the submarine is éatisfactnry, with the
following URDEFs outstanding, 62/73 TGCU 2, 72/73 Auxiliary Propulsion,
and 80/73 Port Main Engine Spring iheel Drive,
4. The health of the Ship's Company 1s good and morale is high.

5e On Friday 29th November I was relieved in command by A/LCDR
P.W. HOROBIN RAN.
I have the honour to be,
SLT.

Your obedient servant,

g = \C) 4 -"::5 -_,.f"'.
~m~ Dl ! 1': { L
p 53 ' ; "\ W :
d‘{/ r'\\ -J J .{t"fx.-rﬁ.
Ry ‘:.'1 ;,: . .
,,H#ﬂﬂﬁﬁ”f J (R.R.H. Fayle)
LCDR RAN
COMMANDING OFFICER
i ¥ nis : » 3
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STEAMING FIGURES -~ NOVEMBER 1974
Surfaced Dived
Distance T™un - e
Hours — -
TOTALS SINCE COMMISSIONING
Surfaced Dived
Distance Run 18152.67 33702.89
Hours 7948.29 4650.80
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RESTR'GTED FILE: 428/3/s5 72 F7 1

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
(NAVY OFFICE)

Report of Proceedin bf..c, 74 -

NOTES: A. This 6opy is circulated so that Board Members may
see these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

Be The report will be given again to Board Members with

Direetor's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments.

Ce Circulation lists numbers 2 andf3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.

De If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or reference
to another Branch a new file should be raised, a suitable

\ \"\ ’ note being made aboves

RESTRIGTEL
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

Telephone: |
359-9111 H.M. A, FLEET HEADQUARTERS,
GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000
A F 1/16/38 IR E T

The Secretary,

Department of Defence (Navy Office),
( CANBERRA. A.C.T. 2600

HMAS ONSLOW - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - DEC.IIBER, 10

Porwarded.

’.f .1' a j-f
Fi ; "] =
-'r -!I ¢ ey ik . A 3 "
i g lite

.. (D.C. W=LLS)
¥ Rear Admiral

| | Commander Australian Fleet
Y
&

Enclosure:- HIAS ONSLOW Report 1/77/12 dated 1st January, 1675,
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

TELEPHPN E:

IN REPLT”QUOTE 1=77=12 HMAS ONSLOW
At Sydney

iy

. lst January, 1975
. The Flag Officer Commanding, -
& H.M. AUSTRALIAN FLEET

¥

For Information

The Commander, " .
FIRST AUSTRALIAN SUBMARINE SQUADRON . *

HMAS., ONSLOW —~ REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR

( “ THE PERIOD 29th NOVEMBER TO 31st DECEMBER 1974

Sir,

P - I have the honour to report the proceedings nf_Her'Hajasty'é
Australian Ship ONSLOW, under my command, from 29th November to 31st
December, 1974. The time zone used throughout this report is Lima (-~11).

it 2o - I pelieved Lieutenant Commander R.R.H. Fayle RAN on Friday
hy 29th November, and I called upon you, Sir, at 1000 the same day.

o 3. ONSLOW sailed for five days independent exercises in the
| Sydney Exercise Areas at 1000 on Monday 2nd December. During this period
i safety evolutions were carried out and two torpedo firing exercises, ,
2 . one of four Mk 23P torpedoes and the other of three Mk 8P, were conducted.
, A defect occured in the Torpedo Guidance Control Unit during the Nk 23
firings and URDEF 81/73 was raised.

e =
™

4. A bottoming exercise was conducted .in the Broken Bay Safe
Bottoming Area at 2200 on Wednesday 4th December and some visual attack
training was conducted against HMA Ships BRISBANE (CAPT M.W. Hudson RAN),
PARAMATTA (CMDR J.D» Foster RAN) and DERWENT (CMDR N.J. Stoker RAN)
during the early forenoon of Friday 6th December. ONSLOW returned to
PLATYPUS at 1100 on Friday 6th December.

| s ‘At 1010 on Monday 9th December ONSLOW sailed in company

=4 with HMA Submarines OXLEY (LCDR T. Everard RN) and OTWAY (LCDR R.H.

| Woolrych RAN) and HMS ODIN (LCDR G.T. Swales RW). The four submarines
T completed a ceremonial departure from Port Jackson and then proceeded
to their assigned areas for a four day pro-submarine exercise.

6o Throughout Phase 1 of sthe exercise ONSLOW operated in company
with OXLEY. Submarine Co-ordinated operations were exercised and a
number of submarine versus submarine attacks were conducted. During
_ Phase 11 ONSLOW acted independently to gain information from LRHP
i ) aircraft broadcasts of a surface shipping plot and to use that information
| to achieve attacking positions on pre-—designated targetis. The withdrawal
of OXLEY for approximately twenty four hours during Phase 1 allowed
ONSLOW to carry out some basic training exercises with Wessex helicopters

p— g

F .
a - ol . -
F F 8§ 1 5
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STEAMING FIGURES - DECEMEER 1
SURFACED : .
) :
Distance : 135.05
Hours Run : 40
(
. DIVED
i | .
f% Distance :  831.58 :
if : -
i Hours Run : 180
185
TOTALS SINCE COMMISSIONING
i e
B F
SURFACED
Distance: T8287.T72
Hours : 7988.29

DIVED

." _.;.

Distance : 34534.47
Hours : 4830.80
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see these reports soon after they reach Navy Office,

B. The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments,

C, Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches,

D, If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above,
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

" RESTRIGTED

359-91m LMD ~ H.M.A. FLEET HEADQUARTERS,
GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000

y74c

/£

A F. 1/16/38 20 FER 1574

The Secretary
Department of Defence (Navy Office)

HMAS ONSIOW - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - JANUARY, 1974

—

Forwarded.
J}j—‘:&-ﬂ <
(D.C., Wells)
Rear Admiral
Flag Officer Commandixz
Enclosure:

HMAS ONSLOW Report G2/12/96 dated 1st February, 1974
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A

: ;4 -,}3/72 HMAS OnSLOW
At Sydney
1 May 1974

%hé ¥lag Ufficer Commanding
e AUSTRALI AN FUEEY

EPORT OF FRUGEELINGS o AP, 1y i

HeAS ONSLUW - R

Sirt : s

1 1 have tne honour to report the proceedings of HMAS ONSLOW
under my command, for the period 1 April 1974 to 30 aApril -1974.
times throughout are im sone Kilo ( =10 ,. |

2. On momday 1 April the submarine sailed from mvAc Fua.iPUs
( at 0905 for a week of rleet oupport exercises in the local Sydney
areas, fhree nesearch Lahoratory Scientists were embarked for
submarime familiarisation, two of whom, #r J. wood from Navy
Uffice and ..rs J.n. Zonurist from nANKL, were landed by boat in
Hunter's Bay that evening. ‘Mr B, macMillan, also from uwAnRu,
remained om board for the week.

5.  On a1uesday 2 april ONSuLUW was unfortunately unable to
particlipate im wxercise Slow roxtrot, a live firing against
MV KalhOOua, as fhes draught ot the target was insutficient for
ik 8 torpedoes to be used. This would have been the rirst

- 1ive tiring of a torpedo by a moyal australian saval Submarine,

ol - VUsLUW berthed at nMao ruArXPuS at 1715 on Yhursday 4
Do =:UnJmonﬂay 8 april the‘éubmarine sailed at 6805 il o

further Fleet oupport operations and returned to aMAS PLATIPuUL
at 1030 om thursday 11 april.

6. v ruesday 16 april vwouuW commenced mMaintenance Period
0 -17 and, apart from a visit to wo 4 bBuoy to offload some
warhead torpedoes on. <hursday 18 april, has remained alongside
frao rudt¥roo for the rémainder of the month., ..aintenance is
progressing satisfactorily amd leave is being taken prior to
anZUK deployment in June,

#ll#iliil/Tﬁ The
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IDAS OHSLOW
| A% Sea

1st July, 1974

Tre Fleg Officer Commanding,
HelMe AUSTRALIAN FLLRT

FPor Information

The AlIZUK lieval Commender,
\NZ2UK Naval Headguarters.

The Commerder,
FPIRST AUSTRALIAN SUBMARINE SQUADRON

(' HMAS OITSLOY — REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS — JUNE

OLT,

Lo I have the honour to report the proceedings of lier lMejesty's
Australien Ship ONSLOW, under my command, for the month of June, 1974.

2 Ca the first of the month ONSLOW was clongside at HMAS PLATYPUS
making finsl preperetions prior to deperture for Exercise Kengeroo

One and subsequent ANZUK detechments At 1000 K (=10) on Sunday 2nd
ONSLOW seziled for Kengaroo One, but siaorterly ofter lesving harbour

it was discovered that the HF component of the replacement ALN mest

was defective. The submarine returned to PLATYPUS, arriving alongside
at 1130K (-10), end the originel mest, changed beczuse of its impeired
UHF capacity, was refitted. ONSLOW finally seiled ot 2215K (-10)

with the prospect of being some hours lete a2t the stert position

for Phese 1 of Kangaron (Une,

e During the pessage to the Exvrcise Lrcees an amended ettack
position was ordered snd OQNSLOW dived 2% 0930K (~10) on the 4th
June, 1o commence Exercise Ksngaroo Cne, The main Nevel units taking
part in this exercise were IMA Ships MOULBOURNE, SUFPLY, STALVART,
HOBART, VAMPIRE, STUART, TORRENS, eond CILOY, HM Ships FIFD, DANAL,
SCYLLA, ARGONAUT, ARIADNE end LONDONDZRRY, US Ships JUNEAU, BRISTOL
COUNTY, ALAMO, FORT FISHER, WADDeELL, GURKE, end BAUSELL, HMNZ Ship
WAIKATO, =znd RFA's TIDESPRING and TARDATNESS.

be By far the most rewerding part of the Exercise fo ONSLOW

wes the period of inshore apereations invelving e mineley, 2 covert
rendezvous, 2n atteck on the Amphibious Task Force eud e periscope
reconnaissance, ONSLOW operated in only 18 fathoms of water ot
times, but remesined undetected throughout the pericd. The subsequent
opposed transit from Townshend Islend to the arees cllocaeted for
fixercise Boomerang One was also undetected. During this treonsit
ONSLOW passed across Haberfield Shoal 2t periscope depth, using
active sonar in a mine detection mode to warn 5f shallow patches.

i.‘-.lﬁ/ H']Etilﬂ
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Ts From 17th July to 31st July the submarinc carried out local
exer 508 in the Singapore arcas and is presently on route to Ponang,

8. The material state of the submarine continues to be satisfactory.
The FuCUE remains unserviéoable (URDEF 62/73), Urdefs are outstanding

on N¢ L Air Conditioning Unit (65/73), Auxiliary Propulsion (12/73)
Sonar Type 183 Transducer (70/73) and Main Motor Air Coolers (69/73).

9. The health of the ship's company is good and moralec is high,

I have the honour to bs,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,

%

o it

Iioutenant Commander, HAN

COMIMANDING OFFICER

Ammexes: A. Steaming Figures

Be.. Movenonts July 1974
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4 " ANNEX A TO HMAS ONSLOW
LETTER 1-T75=5
DATED 1st SEPTEMBER, 1974
STEAMING FIGURES
( SURFACED
Distance 1948,0
Hours 199.0
DilviD :
Digtance 197,0
BEours 3225
(
SINCE COMMISSIONING
SURFACED
Distance 72382,07
HE-"'U.I'S T376149
DIVED
Distanco 32514,88
Hours 447100
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ANNEX B TO HMAS ONSLOW
LETTER 1-75=27
DATED lst OCTOBER, 1974

ANZUK MOVEMENTS SEPTEMBER 1374

A. RANOPS 0125

1T L
.}?"*"Jr.-ﬁj
:'Il" Fab  Emas
ﬂ':l-'.'.:tt_f-"_f
-’

SN

Subic Bay

Sca-~ Exercises Subic Areas
Sea~ Passago to Singapore
Qingapore

Sea=- Local Exercises

. . £ . -

Singapore

Sca—- Passage to Onslow Wele

b
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

TELEPHONE:

IN REPLY QUOTE 1=T76=16 HMAS ONSLOW
at Sydney

1st November 1974

Flag Officer Commanding
HER MAJESTY'S AUSTRALIAN FLEET

For Information

Flag Officer Commanding
HER MAJESTY'S AUSTRALIAN FLEET (AFLOAT)

The Commander
FIRST AUSTRALTAN SUBMARINE SQUADRON

{
HMAS ONSLOW -~REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
OCTOEER 1974
Sir,
iy I have the honour to report the proceedings of Her Majesty's

Australian Ship ONSLOW, under my command, for the month of October 1974,

2 At 2330H (=8) on 30th September ONSLOW dived 10 miles east of
Christmas Island and commenced a fast, covert snort transit, which was
opposed by RAAF LRMR aircraft from 3rd-5th October. Conditions onboard
were made as realistic as possible and ONSIOW was detected once by wvisual
means. A lot of value was obtained from this exercise and the submarine
surfaced at 0600H (=8) on 5th (stober Just north of Onslow, Western
Australia after the 840 miles transit.

o,

3e At 1200H (-8) ONSLOW anchored in Ashburton Roads off Onslow
town. Unfortunately weather conditions prevented boats from coming
alongside and no leave could be given . By the time the weather
moderated that night, it was too late to give leave; however on the
morning of 6th October, several groups of townspeople were shown over
the submarine prior to departure. At 1400H (=8) on the same day ONSLOW
sailed for Fremantle with a party of Junior Recruits from HMAS LEEUWIN
embarked. A compensating number of ship's company had been landed, to
travel to Fremantle by RAAF aircraft.

4. Barly on 7th October, the starboard main engine became defective
due to excessive tooth wear on the springwheel drive assembly. My URDEF
77/73 refers. Passage to Fremantle was continued at a reduced speed of
advance, and at 1900H (-3) on 9th October ONSLOW berthed at Victoria
Quay, Fremantle,

?. On Thursday 10th October, I called on the Naval Officer Commanding
iestern Australis, Commodore P.H. Doyle, O.B.E.y RiAeN., and the Mayor of
Fremantle, Mr. W.A. McKenzie. At 1830H (=8) the same day, an official ;ﬂﬂﬁi?ﬁf

cocktail party was held onboard for approximately 30 guestis.

- Y -!-'.': P 3 A ‘.,'.", 11,“' /’
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FIIE: 428/3/532

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
(NAVY OFFICE)

\
HMAS D r3SWOwWD - Report of Proceedings NJow = W

AMP oA Pvi¢ﬂ€?¥m4d :

This eopy is circulated so that Board Members may
gee these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

B, The report will be given again to Board Members wi?h
Direetor's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments.

C. Circulation lists numbers 2 and'B are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.

D. If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or reference

o to enother Branch a new file should be raised, a suitable
\I S note being made abovees
pﬁg N TED
| e -“-:-,..fﬁl.u
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
INTERIM FORM ONLY - JUNE Q4

DETAILS OF INFORMATION ANALVSTS

INFORMATION CLASSIFIER
ORIGINAL /COPY

DUPLICATE cOPY MADE ___
DATE OPENED _

REGISTRATION
TITLE, NS OOy — QEVORT oF
PRoCE TN S —weAN TN o QG

REGISTRATION NUMBER _ ~luzg\zls 22 _
MARK TO LSl - )
CANCEL FILE NUMBER VIDE THIS FILE AND INFORM
FILE LOCATION SECTION OF CANCELLATION AND NEW FILE NUMBER.
CLOSE FILE NUMBER
Q0SS REFERENCE THIS FILE WITH FULE/S_

SUBJECT INDEX

HEFIDIHG Onelos

FlL'I'ER FILE. \\\UMBER ON LOGGING GRRD FOR fecal .
) 1L REFERENCE NUMBER._ | 1. R
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from NAS NOWRA during the afternoon of Wednesday 1lth December. ONSLOW

-returned to PLATYPUS at 1200 on Friday 13th December.

8e During the period 16th to 19th December ONSLOW conducted
three "day trips" for interested Naval personnel. The submarine sailed
at 1030 on Mond,y 16th and returned to harbour at 1615 on that day.

On Tuesday 17th ONSLOW sailed at 0830 with Captain G.M. Vallings RN,
from the Staff of the British Defence Liason Cffice¥, Canberra, on
board and returned at 1545 on that day. On Wednesday 18th ONSLOW
successfully competed in the arhal Submarine Squadron Sports and dis-
embarked four Mk 23 fbrpadnas. The torpedoes have been digembarked

to enable the acid in the primary battery to be replaced; and at present

ONSLOW has no outfit of Mk 23 warhead torpedoes. The final "day trip"
took place on Thursday 19th December when ONSLOW sailed at 0830 and
returned to harbour at 1500. Approximately 60 Officers and sailors
from ships and establishments in the Sydney area took the uppnrtunlty
to get to sea in a submarine during the three days. . -

9. *  ONSLOW's minor contribution to Operation Navy Help started
on Thursday 26th December when ONSLOW was directed to fuel HMS ODIN.
Thirty three thousand, . four hundred and forty gallons of Diesel fuel
was transferred to HMS ODIN and.thﬂ operation was completed at 1900
on Friday 27th Deaemhar. -

]
-
L

L)

10. The matdrial state of the submarlne is aatlsfactury. Huwever,
the following URDEFs remain outstanding:

Be 80/73 Fort Engine

be 72/73 Main Motors Auxilliary Propulsion

ce 62/73 TGCU2

d. 81/73 TGCU2

Approval has been given to allow URDEF 80/73 (Pnrt Engine) to remain
outstanding for repair in refit and the engine is available for

emergency. or urgent operational use. URDEF'S 62/73 and 81/73 have required

excessive amounts of manhours in efforts to rectify them and they will
not be rectified until ONSLOW has Euccessfully fired a M@23P torpedo.

-

11. The health and morale of the Ships Company is satisfactory.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

-
b

Your most obedient servant,

(P.W. HOROBIN)
Lieutenant Commander, RAN
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COMMANDING OFFICER
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