AWMY738

Reports of Proceedings, HMA Ships and
Establishments

AWM78 Class 282 - HMAS ONSLOW

File number: AWM78/282/6

Title: AWMY78 282/6 - April-December 1977

RCDIG 1074061

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT10/74061



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT10/74061



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT0/74061



HMAS

_ONS

FILE: 428/3/ 2204

i

DEPARTMENT OIF DEFENCE

(NAVY OFTFICE)

i REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS A7Q\ .
575 1 T Fw i ol "y QAL 19T

;e/&..,

Vo Ari
TADMIN-N 514 /6

NOTES: = A,

W

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

: 4219“12f€4“*~FL-EJHMH‘#Hfﬂﬁﬁq_ﬂj%ﬁ(ﬂ¥7bﬂuﬁ.é:-

4}E 31/

This copy is circulated so that Heads of Division

may see these reports soon after they reach
Navy Office.

The report will be given again to Heads of
Division with Director's comments if there is
any matter of special interest in those comments,

Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred

to

i g
or
be

Directors and Heads of Section.

any matter requires comprehensive treatment
reference to another Branch a new file should
raised, a suitable note being made above.

'

RCDIGT0/74061



: , 1:,* \
(< ?EH\ L T T
\& W > ROYAL AUSIRALIAN NAV
‘\Jf . I{
Telephone: o
359-9111
Eltﬁﬂﬁlhli 3139 OFFICE OUF THE
FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING,
H.M. AUSTRALIAN FLEET,
TMH FLEET HEADQUARTERS

GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000

N%;ﬁﬁ,1/16/38
| 48 vAY 1977

Department of Defence (Navy Office)

HMAS ONSLOW -~ REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS, APRIL 1977

1. Forwarded.

2 The Commanding Officer, HMAS OVENS has been
advised of the requirements to include COMAUSSUBRON ONE

as an information addressee, and also to include a steaming
annex in all Reports of Proceedings.

(J.D. STEVENS)
Commodore

for Commander Australian Fleet

N Eneclosure:

i?%#? ONSLOW Report of Proceedings 1/16/7426 dated 1st May,
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¢ _H | -16-28

H.M.A.S. ONSLOW

at Neutral BRay

_ 1/16/7426

1st May 1977

The Flag Officer Commanding s
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

HMAS ONSLOW —~ REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS, APRIL 1977

e I have the honour to report the procecdings of
Her lMajesty's Australian Ship under my command for the month
of April 1977. Times throughout are Zone Kilo (~10).,

2e At the 1'wc-‘*=‘--":i_1f‘11‘13'_1*1” cof the mﬂnth the Submarine was in
Sutherland Dock, Cockatoo Island, undergoing the final docking
prior:to the completion of refity ﬂn extensive work package
was undertaken which included the replacement of a number of
hull valves which had been condemned at a previous survey.
This uuckiqﬁ went extremely well and on Tuesday 5th Pl
ONSLOW was undocked with all docking work complete,

. Tn The Submarine was re-berthed at Sutherland Wharf,
Cockatoo Island, with only two weeks to completion date. A
large amount of work remained to be completed including the
final clean and paint, This was especially important as, at
this stage, the appearance and cleanlineaa of the Submarine
was well below standard, Unfortunately a four day Painters
and Dockers strike and the Faster weekend cut down the time
aillable for work to seven days.

Le During this final 1od Ship's Staff remained as
clear of the Submarine as possible to avoid any interference
with dockyard work. '"he time was used to progress crew training
with two days at the SCTT, HMAS WATSON, and a number of’ 'watch!
drills and evolutions.,

Die On Viednesday 20th April the refit was formally completed
with the signing of the completion ccvf¢flvutﬁ nt 1030, This was
followed by a walk through the submarine CYy thne Lemexal Manager,
Vickers Cockatoo Dockyard (Captain R.W. HUMBLY , d)
accompnanied by'tﬂwa{:j;m:nﬂinﬁ ﬁ”“' Eru CSLOW finally slipped
. from Cockatoo Island with the First Australian
- submarine Squadron, embarked 1t T]HJ-

'--l_i

T'i.'-

Dockyard after 109 weeks of refit in anything but the usual
submarine 'Rolls Royce' condition., The restriction: on the

refit due to 'Budgetry Control!' and their offbc on the standard
achieved have been continually represented during the refit

Gs It was disappointirz to leave Vickers Cockatoo
n

--u--/a.l'ld

e e P
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andiitidis underetoodithat this control® is not to be exercised
again, However the poor state of internal ship husbandry

and the large amount of work and trials outstandlng were
especially disappointing. The majority of equipments that

had not achieved Harbour Acceptance Trial standards were those
being refitted by Carden Island Dockyard and included Tadar,
Radio, UA 4 and 'B' Gyro. Not withstanding these reservations,
this Ship's Commany have great confidence in thelr Submarine
and are looking forward to proving her during the ssa trials
and work up periods ahead.

T The submarine berthed at AMAS PLATYPUS at 12350 on
20th April and the long task of storing and fuelling commenced.
Ship Safety exercises were mntlnuem fer: the sFirstsvine
unconstrained by dockyard r trlPtJDﬂg. At the same time

a tremendous effort was vut 11t0 finishing outstanding work
by both Base ano Ship's s Staff and by the Saturday 3%0th April
all major work had been completed with the exception of Radar
Type 1006. The Radar was working but at considerably reduced
power due to a mis-match in the auto-coupler and rotating jﬁint.
Phis left the Submarine in a ' fit state for the Check Trim Dive
in Captain Cook Cuter Basin on Sunday 1st May and Sea Trials
commencing on the 2na May.

i A ceremony of Teudeﬁicaticn of the Commission of
HMAS 'ONSLOW was conducted at HMAS PLATYFUS on Friday 29th
April, We were honoured, Sir, .tO huve you as our guest of
honour. This ceremony was conducted by Chaplain J. COSTIGAN RAN,
and Chaplain J, JONES PAN and was attended by many of the
Ship's Company's families. The service was followed by the
signing of the visitors book by selected guemtr imtthe \Contraol
Room and afterwards lunch in HMAS DLATYFUS, The re-dedication
cake was cut by the Commanding Officer's wife (¥Mrs-Helen Smith)
and the youngest sailor (ABRCSM P.F, Welsh). The occasion

was most enjoyable and thoroughly enjoyed by guests and

Ship's Company alike,

-y

9. The end of the month saw the Submarine enthusiastic
for the tasks ahead with morale high. The health and conduct ,
of the Ship's Company has been good. - .

FT .”5

T have the . honour to:ibe),
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

LSS s SI"[?‘II“*
Lieutenant Commander, Royal Navy
Commanding Officer.

Enclosure:- Annex B
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ANNgX B to HMAS ONSLOW

i Commanding Officer letter
' 1/16/7426 dated 1st May 1977

EXERCISES CONDUCTED DURING APRIL 1977 ™

le  RED/WHITE/RLUE Watch Evolution exaryciging Officeriof ithe
Watch and Watchkeepers in safety evolutions. (3 hours each watch)

-

2., EKlectrical Department Tvolutions (6 hours)

a) VP/CP. Failures
L) Auxiliary Drive .
c) Auxiliary Power Switch Board failure

S5« Seaman Department Evolutions (6 hours)

bo Full Crew Fast Cruises (2) exercising all safety and recovery
evolutions (o hours) '

il
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NOTES: A, This copy is circulated so that Heads of Division

may see these reports soon after they reach
Navy Office,

B, The report will be given again to Heads of
Division with Director's comments if there is
any matter of special interest in those comments,.

4 Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred
to Directors and Heads of Section.

D. If any matter requires comprehensive treatment
or reference to another Branch a new file should
be raised, a suitable note being made above.
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359-9111

WFFICE OF THE
FLAG OFFIC X COMMANLING,
HM. AUSTRALIAN FLEET,
FLEET | -HDQIJAH. -ERS
GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000

Extension 3139

No. AF. 1/16/38 5
21 JUN 1977

Department of Defence (Navy Office)

HVMAS ONSLOW — REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS = MAY 1977

Forwarded.

D s

. D. STEVENS)
Gommodore
for Commander Australian Fleet

Enclosure:

an HMAS ONSLOW Report of Proceedings 1/16/7511 dated
3rd June 1977
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£ 1/16/7511 H.M.A.S. ONSLOW
at Sea
3rd June 1977
The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

$ For Information
Eﬁ{ The Commandgr
e First Australian Submarine Sqguadron
HMAS ONSLOW - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS, MAY 1977
y
%;
e Sir,
}ﬁ 1. I have the honour to report the proceedings of
b Her Majesty's Australian Ship under my command for the month
Qﬁ' of May 1977. Times throughout are Zone Kilo (=10).
IE: 2 The month started with ONSLOW berthed at HMAS PLATYVUS,
:ﬁf having just completed a hectic 'store ship! week. This week
i alsc saw feverish activity by Base and Ship's Staff completing
7% the large amounts of work and trials outstanding after the long
%3_ refit at Vickers Cockatoo Dockyard. A great deal of success
£ : had been achieved and all major work had been accomplished with
i the exception of Radar Type 1006, which was operating at much
- reduced power,
if 3 At O/45 on Sunday 1st May, ONSLCOVYW slipped and proceeded
3 to Captain Cook Cuter Basin to conduct a Check Trim Dive
£ 2 experiment., This was a partial repeat of the Trim and Inclining
%3 Experiment conducted on 4th March, 1977 and was designed to

prove the validity of the ballart adjustment made in the final
docking period of refit. The area availabhle was much reduced
by the presence of the AUSTRALIAN TRADER berthed on the West
wall, but the dive was successfully completed by 1300, when the
subrarine surfaced and proceeded to No. 4 buoy.

b e At 1400 an inspecting team from Squadron Staff headed
by Commander S/M (Commander T.D. Roberts, R.A.N.) arrived to
carry out a staff assessment Fast Cruise. The large amount of
onboard training that had been accomplished during refit was
evident and on completion of thegFast Cruise, ONSLOY was pro-
nounced safe to commence Sea Trials. “. A

&
De Sea Trials commenced on Monday 2nd May, 1977 and the
first week was conducted on a daily basis, sailing at 0800
and returning at approximately 2100 each day. HMAS OYLEY was
consort for ONSLOW's first dive as HMAS SWAN was detached

illlli/Dn

1 _':';'_I._.-"-;' ‘ 4 .'A - o PR 2 ur P G i 2 -_ i A E ) i e - ¥ (o1} J a ' 5 -
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(2)

on SAR duties. ONSLOW had to wait a further two days before
silghting her first ship in grey. This first dive after refit
went without incident and it was gratifying to see how well

the Ship's Company changed from dry training to ship omerating.
The trials carried out during this first sea week were mainly
ship functional tests and sensor performance evaluations and
these generally, with the exception of sonar, went well. However
the incidence of defects was high, especially in the electrical
department. Fach night, on return to HMAS PLATYPUS, a meeting
was convened to discuss these cdefects and then Ship and Rase
Staffs worked overnight to carry out defect repairs. Fven with
all this effort, by Friday 6th May the 1list of outstanding major
defects had reached sixty and it was decided that the submarine
should remain alongside on lMonday Sth May to carry out further
repairs. This delay was disappointing for many of Ship's Staff
who had put in considerable overtime and effort to keep the ship
at sea, The efforts of the electrical department were particularly
commendable,

Oie The notable success of these early days was the fitting
of a new rotating joint and auto coupler to Padar 1006, which
brought the set to full operational standards. The submarine

was and continues to be delighted by the accuracy, range and
definition of this radar.

7 By Tuesday 10th May, the number of major defects had
been reduced enough for ONSLCY to safely proceed with week two

of Sea Trials. This week was spent away from Sydney and included
the surfaced and snort full power trials, Padar 1006 trial,

UA4 trial and VLF and HF radio trials. During the week ONSLOW

3 anchored for a night in Jervis Pay and was assisted in trials
R by HMA Ships PERTH, SWAN and ARDENT and a P3B ORION from RAAF 11

| Squadron., It was especially exciting to sight !IMAS PRRTH through
the periscope, ONSLOW's first BIG ship of this commission.

B Sea Trials officially finished on Friday 13th May but
a number of important trials were outstanding due to defects.
The most important of which were:

a. Noisy foreplane operation (ONSLOW URDEF 3/81)

b, Sonar 2007 defective hydrophones (ONSLOW URDEF 7/81)
C. Sonar ANBQG (Micropuffs)(ONSLOW URDEF 5/81)

d. UA4 E/F Band forward crystal defective.

e. Interference in sonar recording circuits.

fo Cne man control (OMC) defective operation,

Particularly disturbing was the state of ONSLOW's sonar sets,
especially ANBQG (Micropuffs), the new passive ranging sonar
from which the submarire had been hoping and expecting so much.
With the exception of the foreplanes noise,which was cured, all
these defects remained at the end of the month. This gives
cause for considerable concern as, unless these sonar defects
are rectified, CONSLOY's ability to carry out operational work up
and future operations and deployments will be severely restricted.
The repair of ANBQG is particularly worrying as the depth of
knowledge and experience in maintaining this sonar in Australia
is so limited. (IMAS ONSLOYW DKU/KNO 0301507 JUN 77)

Q. During sea trials the submarine operated with untried

seesees/equipment

o -..5'_ e L Pl e

" e --._-_1 L=l he o R !
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equipment and with little sea experience. All trials were
conducted as slowly as time would permit and to ensure safety,
before each trial, the safety evolutions appertaining to that
trial were carried out. Again it was gratifying to find that
reactions to emergency drills were good, showing that the many
hours of dry training in refit had been particularly valuable,

5t 10. ONSLOW commenced one weeks Self Maintenance on Monday

bl 16th May, during which time a large amount of repair work was

R attempted and great effort was put into preparing the sgubmarine

FEshe for operational date. The internal appearance 0f the submarine

il required considerable effort due to the poor state of ship

St husbandry the Ship's Staff were presented with at the end of

e refit, On Friday 20th May, we were honoured, Sir, to present

b our submarine to you at the Cperational Date Inspection and were

e 8 particularly pleased to have our labour and problems wvell

oo appreciateds,

qéaﬁ 1. This Self Maintenance Period was also usea to give

iy a full brief to the Ship's Company on the safety workup and

B ) future programme. At this muster the Commanding Cfficer addressed

e the Ship's Company on the dangers of excessive consumption of

e " alcohol (AF Memo 35/77) and the First Lieutenant gave the

Fe quarterly security brief.

Ed v 5

ﬁjsf 12 At 0800 on NMonday 23rd May ONSLOW slipped from

gl HMAS YLATYYUS for Safety Workupe. This was to be a period of

g ten days, during which the Ship's Company would carry ocut intensive

o safety training. The exercises carried out during the period are

B 1 listed in Annex B, The work-up was run on a dalilly basis with

'%fj squadron staff riders joining at 0600 daily and departing at

4 1600, During the period the staff were embarked, major full

ik crew evolution were carried out. After the staff departed, the

B | submarine dived again to carry out two heurs of Submarine Part III

e training and then spent the night carrying out watch drills and

iy ’ training.
15. On Friday 27th May, with HMAS SWAN as consort, CNSLOW
conducted her test dive to Deep Degiving Depth. This dive saw
ONSLOY at 6C0 feet for four hours of functional testing of all
systems. It was successfully completed by 1700 when the Navy

’ Office representatives were returned to HVAS PLATYIUS,

zﬁﬁgf The During the work-up, the material state of the submarine

A was good and the only defect that Ship's Staff could not repair

§o was the Starboard High Fressure Air Compressor, which had seized

i o (ONSLCW URDEF &6/81). WSLCW returned to HMAS FLATYI'US on 29th

Eff. May to rectify this defect. Diagnosis of the defective compressor

g was incorrect assembly during refit., ONSLOY sailed agaln on

¥i55 4 jonday *Oth May to continue work up. |

Bl

S 1 CNSLOW received her clearance to operate to Deep

Diving Depth on Monday 30th May, after Squadron Sea Checks and
the end of the month saw ONSLOW preparing for her Safety
Inspection, scheduled for Tuesday 2Znd June,

-----t+/16
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(1)
16. After an exceptionally busy month, the Chip's Company
have reacted well to training and morale is high. The health

1

and conduct of the Ship's Company has bheen good.

I have the honour to be,

(7 o
. -~ 9

Your obedient servant,

=
l_‘_.-"

.,....--""'r

(A Se LT SMETH)
Iieutenant Commander, Foyal Yavy,
Commanding Cfficer,

Annexes:- A, Steaming Figures.

Be Exercises conducted during May 1977.

=
i

I--:_j'

Ceremony of Pededication of the Commission of
HMAS OHSLOW.

s
»
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7 DATE

] 23rd

2lith

i 25th

26th

b 27th
}5 26th

;;4 29th

b 30th

Ee 31st

1 May

= 2nd - 13th May

May

May
May
May

May

May

ANNEX B to HMAS ONSLOYW Commanding
Officer's letter 1/16/75%11 dated
2rd June 1977,

SAFETY TRAINING EXERCISES

TRAINING

staff Assessment Fast Cruise (7 hours)

Safety Kveolutions as required to ensure
timely reactions in case of failure during
sea trials. (1% hours per day)

23rd May - 2nd June Safety Workup

Plind Pilotage
Sea Trial ANBOG (MICROFPUFFS) and Settle Down
at ctea,

Elind Pilotacge
Basic Submarine Safety Fvolutioneg and Drills.

Blectrical Evolutions and Drills.
Mechanical Evolutions and Drills.
Test Dive to Deep Diving Depth.

Ship Handling Drills and Fvolutions.
Bottom in Area EZ2.

In harbour to repair Starboard HP Air Compressor.

Blind Pilotage.
staff fea Checks - General drills and evolutions.
Cleared to operate to Deep Diving Depth,

Preparation for Safety Inspection.
Deep Water Evolutions.

I ik _.._r_.u _l,h _'_ i r...""._'-'l | ";"',.';.:i:"":..'.- q-&* 1}:-._‘ : 4 F e .
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ANNEY A to HMAS ONSLOW Commanding
Officer's letter 1/16/7511 dated
3rd June 1977,

IMAS ONSLOW - STEAMING DATA, MAY 1977

NS Distance run during May:-
surfaced 999,67 miles

Dived 1017.70 miles

Total 2017357 miles
I
2o Time under way during May:-
Surfaced 150 hrs
Dived 254 hrs
Total LO4 hrs
ik Distance run since Commissioning:- 2017.37 Miles.,
| TR motal hours underway since Commissioning 404 hrs,
I
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3159«9111
Extension 3139 OFFICE OF THE
FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING,
H.M. AUSTRAL AN FLEET,
FLEET HEADOQUARTERS,
SARDEN ISLAND, N.S.wW. 2000

Na. A.F. 1/16/38 4 3 JUL 1977

Department of Defence (Navy Office)

HMAS ONSLOW - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - JUNE 1977

Forwarded.

DIt

J. D. STEVENS)
Commodore
for Commander Australian Fleet

lHEncl osure:

HMAS ONSLOW Report of Proceedings dated 1st July 1977
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H.M.A.S. ONSLOW,

1/16/7524 at Neutral Bay,

Iat: July 197 [

The Plag Officer Commanding,
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

—— e =l

For Information

The Commander,
First Australian Submarine Squadron.

HMAS ONSLOW - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS JUNE I977

il

¥ I have the honour to report the proceedings of
Her Majesty's Australian Ship under my command for the
month of June I977. Times throughout are Zone Kilo (-IO0).

e At the beginning of the month,ONSLOW was at
sea in the East Australian Exercise Areas canductlng the
final phase of the safety work-up. The previous eight

days had seen a progressive build up in experience and
expertise in submarine operating, and on .Nednesday Ist

June I977, ONSLOW conducted multiple casualty drills as

the culmination of this training period.. By the end of the
day, ONSLON¥ felt confident to undertake the Safety Inspection
scheduled for the following day.

e The Inspection Team of Squadron Staff headed
by Commander S/M (Commander I.D. ROBERTS, RAN) were embarked
in Watsons Bay at 0800. The submarine then sailed for a
full day of surfaced and dived safety evolutions initiated
by the Inspecting Staff, ONSLOW's Ships Company handled
the submarine safely and recovered from the many major
disasters and calamities that befell them. At the end of
the day ONSLOW was pronounced safe to continue with

torpedo discharge trials and operational work-up. As with
all phases of learning, ONSLOW must now strive to maintain
the high operating standard attained by the end of the
safety work-up.

4. On Friday 3rd June I977, ONSLOW commenced
atwo week period of Torpedo Discharge Trials,: The trials
were split into four phases,

8. «~Tube ealibrdtionsiin harbour

b, s Inert torpedo firings to prove the '‘operation

T A
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of the torpedo discharge gear.

c. Mk 23 torpedo overall weapon system trial
d. Mk 8 tornedo overall weapon system trial.

o ONSLOW sailed at 0805 on Tuesday Tth June I977
to commence firings and during the period of the trial

fired 24 Mk 8 Inert Discharge Torpedoes, 6 Mk 38 Nod 4
Practice Torpedoes and 7 Mk 23 Practice Torpedoes including
one fitted with a primary battery.

6. This proved to be a busy period for the ship,
sailing early to fire torpedoes and returning to HMAS PLATYPUS
to load torpedoes. The progress of the trial was governed

by the time taken by RANTME to service and return the limited
number of practice torpedoes available, Iven with this
constraint and a period of heavy weather which aborted one
days firing, ONSLOW mﬁnlgod to maintain the pace to complete
the prﬁgrammed trials The trisls also included & CASEX A5
Exercise against HNMAS VA&PI&F on Thursday I6éth June IQ77.

f b During the trials on Tuesday I4th June I977
one inert Mk 8 discharge torpedo fired from a depth of 200
feet failed to surface. CNSLOW surfaced and, with TRV 803,
commenced searching for the wespon, VAMPILRL alao searched
through the area but with no success, After three hours,
when no trace of the torpedo had been found, ONSLOW dived
to continue trisls, A technical investigation into this
loss is being conducted by the Commander, First Australian
oubmarine sSquadron.

8. Regretably the trials were only partially
successful, the Mk 8 Torpedo Overall Weapons System Trial
being aborted due to a Torpedo Control Calculator failure
on the final day of the trial (ONSLOW URDEF I2/8I). A
repeat trial has been scheduled for 25th July I977. Also
an abnormality was noticed with number 4 tube in that the
torpedoes were slow to accelerate from that tube, This has
resulted in a constraint being placed on No. 4 tube when
firing from below periscope depth (RANTAU KFO/DKU 200725 JUNTT) s
However it is not considered that this is a major operctional
constraint,

Q. During the period ONSLOW took time off over
the Bank Holiday weekend to visit Newcastle., ONSLOW sailed
from Sydney at I800 on Friday IOth June I977 in particularly
heavy weather, completed a dived passage and berthed at
Merewether Wharf at I000 on Saturday IIth June I977. An
official Cocktail Party was held onboard on the sSaturday
evening attended by some 35 guests, including the acting
Lord Mayor (Alderman B.L. GOSPER) and a representative from
RAAF Williamtown (Group Captein F. HOWIE).

1R R The submarine was open to visitors from I300
to I600 on Sunday I2th and Monday I3th June and some 1500
people were shown through. The reception to the submarine
was so great that as many had to be turned away as were
showvn through. A very enjoyable game of rugby was played

:"a Tm ik ﬂm R ™ ' 2
r;? . I:ri"--,,,‘-: 4 b a_‘z.r:-' ‘: ; Tﬁ: E} Y EE N /&galnﬁ't
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against the Newcastle Veterans, who proved to be remarkably
young and sprightly, and Newcastle's hospitality was, as
usual, excellent. The submarine sailed a2t I800 on Monday
I3th June having had a most enjoyable and worth while wvisit
which was, in all respects, an enormous success,

Ed B! ONSLOW commenced her first AMP on Monday
20th June with half the Ships Company on leave, Major
work is being carried out to repair those defects out-
standing from trials and to clear the large URDEF list;
The most important of these being,

a, Sonar ANBQG (Micropuffs) - ONSLOW URDEF 5/81
b. Sonar 2007 Hydrophones - ONSLOW URDEF 9/81
c. CP in emergency switch - ONSLOW URDEF II/8I
Al TCRS 9~ PCC defect ~ ONSLOW. URDEF I2/8I
e. Attack periscope alignment- ONSLOW INDEF 4/8I

L dTTTC Circuite (Sonar - ONSLOW INDEF 6/81
tape recorder) '

g. CMC Auto Pilot replacement— Trials defect

This maintenance period is due to complete on Friday
8th July, the aim being to be materially fit to commence
Operational Work-up.

16 During the ANP, ONSLOW was challenged by
HVMAS STUART for the fleet sailing trophy, the Rawson
Cup.  The challenge was to take the form of two races
salled over a triangular course with three bosun crews
per team, The match was scheduled for Thursday 30th June
and the first race was sailed in strong SW winds. There
were many casualties and capsizes and only two boats
iinished the race, both from ONSLOW, : Due.to:thercold
conditions, the soaked state of many of the crew and
ONSLOW's impregnable position, STUART conceded the match
and ONSLOW retained the Rawson Cup, '

R R

L
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13. After a busy month and a successful home port .

visit, the morale of the Ships Company remains high., The
health and conduct of the Lhips Company remains good,
I -have: the:honour toibe;
5 B g

Your:obedient: servant,

(ALS7L. SMITH)
Lieutenant Commander, Royal Navy
Commanding Officer,

Annexes: A, Steaming Data - June I977
B. Exercises completed June I977
C. Notable periscope photographs (Notal)
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AR VRN M 1 LAMIEX (A to | HMAS' ONSLOW
Commanding Officer's letter
1/16/7524 dated Ist July I977.

STEANVING DATA - JUNE I977

Tsii=Distance irun during: June,

Surfaced 258.47 miles
Dived 242 , 07 miles
Total 490,54

2. Hours underway during June,

sSurfaced 41.39 hours
Dived 50,0 hours
Total 9I.39 hours

3.  Distance run since Commissioning - 2507.,91 miles

4., Total hours underway since Commissioning - 495.39 hours.
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ANNEX B to HMAS ONSLOW
Commanding Officer's letter
1/16/7524 dated Ist July I977.

EXERCISES COMPLETED JUNE IO77

Ist June - multiple casualty evolutions

2nd June - safety inspection

TORPEDO DISCHARGE TRIALS

Tth June - Fired two salvoes of 6 Mk 8 Inert Discharge
Torpedoes against TRV 803 from P.D.

9th June - Fired one salvo of 6 Mk 8 Inert Discharge
Torpedoes against TRV 803 from P.D.

I4th June - Fired one s2lvo of 6 Mk 8 Inert Discharge
Torpedoes against TRV 803 from 200 feet,

- PFireditwo Mk 23 Practice Torpedoes against
TRV 803. | |

I5th June — Fired three Nk 23 Practice Torpedoes against
TRV 803 (including one fitted with 2 primary
battery) |

I6th June - CASEX A5 against HMAS VAVPIRE - fired one
salvo of four Mk 8 Practice Torpedoes in
Selected Gyro Angle Fire (TCC failure)

= Fired two Mk 8 Practice Torpedoes against
TRV 803 from 200 feet.
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may see these reports soon after they reach
Navy Office.
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C. Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred
to Directors and Heads of Section,.
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Telephone:

359-9111

Extension 3139 OFFICE OF THE
- FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING,

H.M. AUSTRALIAN FLEET,
FLEET HEADQUARTERS,
GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000

24 AUG 1977
No. AF. 1/16/38

Department of Defence (Navy Office)

HMAS ONSLOW -~ REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - JULY 1977

1. Forwarded.

2e The comments in paragraph 7 concerning the need
for a visit by a Sperry field engineer are supported. Follow

up action is in hand.

ﬂD e

(Jo D. STEVENS)
Commodore
for Commander Australian Fleet

|| Enclosure:

HMAS ONSLOW Report of Proceedings 1/16/7622 dated 1st August
1977
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H.M.A.S. ONSLOW

at Sea

1/16/7622

Ist August I977

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

For Information

The Commander

First Australian Submarine Squadron
HMAS PLATYPUS

HMAS ONSLOW - REPORT OF PROCEEDING S JULY IO9T7

Sl L g

) I have the honour to report the proceedings
of Her Majesty's Australian Ship under my command for the
month of July I977. Times throughout are Zone Kilo (-=I0).

2 At the beginning of the month ONSLOW was alongside
HMAS PLATYPUS conducting AMP I/77 with half the Ship's

Company on leave. This hﬁd proved to be a full maintenance
period with some major defects still outstanding from Sea
Trials and refit and a full selection of planned maintenance
being undertaken. The following major work was completed,

a. CP in emergency switch rewired (URDEF II/8I)

b. TCC repiacement ﬂf the time of run servo
(URDEF 1I2/81)

c. Attack periscope bearing re-alignment
(INDEF 4/81)

d. OMC Auto Pilot was replaced

e. Sonar Tape recording circuits (INDEF 6/81)

f. Replacement of three Sonar 2007 hydrophones
e The maintenance period ended on Friday 8th July

when preparations for the Harbour Inspection commenced

in earnest. Although only recently out of refit a large
amount of work and effort was required to bring the sub-

marine to an inspection standard., The three days available
for this final clean were predictably hectic and went all

ii#iill/tﬂﬂ

RESTRICTED

||||||

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT0/74061



RESTRICTED

(2)

too quickly and on Thursday I4th, the Commander First
Australian Submarine Squadron conducted the Harbour
Inspection., Divisions were held at I330 on the jetty
alongside the submarine and were followed by an inspection
of the submarine. Whilst one or two haircuts were noted
as too long the general bearing of the ohip's Company and
the high standard of appearance of the submarine were well
commented on. This was most gratifying for the ohip's
Company who had put in an enormous effort into its

preparation. Departmental Insnections were carried out on
Thursday and Friday.,.

4, The following week commencing on Monday I8th

July was devoted to harbour training. The main portion

of this week was spent at the Submarine Command Team Trainer,
HMAS WATSON. During the first two days the Sship's Command
Team carried out the normal end of maintenance period
training package. However on Wednesday and Thursday more
adventurous training was undertaken including a Periscope
Reconnaissance, a Mine Lay, a Sub-Air co-operation game

and finally Junior Officers Attack Training. These games
were excellent value in proving the Ship's organisation

and procedures and bowled out many mistakes and errors which
otherwise would have had to be learnt at sea with a
consequent slower progress, Unfortunately a late planning
change meant that Fridays game, a FProwlex, had to be
cancelled, with the submarine sailing for Index instead.

The week also included a bomb threat exercise onboard

and a day at the Hornsby Rifle Range for the Boarding Party.

e ONSLOVN sailed from PLATYPUS at I500 on Thursday
2Ist to conduct a 24 hour shakedown prior to the commence-
ment of Operational Work-up and during this period all
systems were tested and all equipment proved. However

the period was much reduced from the 48 hour period
originally planned and was not long enough to comulete

the normal shakedown exercises and drills. ONSLOW berthed

at PLATYPUS at I500 Friday 22nd July and remained alongside
for the weekend.

6. ONSLOW sailed at 0345 Monday 25th July to carry
out the remaining Sea Trials including Torpedo firings. Due
to an electrical defect on the TRV, it was forced to return
to harbour and the TFX{ had to be cancelled. This proved

to be a real misfortune as a gale blew up and the seas
became too rough for torpedo recovery on the Tuesday. The
OMC Trial was conducted instead which proved successful and
the system is now fully operational. =

e On Tuesday 26th, HMAS BOMBARD was sailed to join
ONSLOW in lieu of the TRV and AN/BQG (Micropuffs) trials

were conducted during the afternoon. Unfortunately the set

18 still not operating satisfactorily (HMAS ONSLOW KNO/DKU
2508457 JUL 77). The expertise available in Australia

has been exhausted with no improvement to the set and it

1s felt that until a Sperry Field Engineer is brought out

The set will continue to operate below its designed performance.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT0/74061
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(3)
O On Tuesday 26th and \iednesday 27th, BOMBARD
acted as a target for ONSLOW for a Snoopex, Prowlex and

underwater photography exercises. The training achieved
was highly valuable even though a patrol boat 1s not the
best target for an underwater look being too small, having
a too shallow a draft and, in the prevailing conditions,
often totally leaving the water.

9. On Friday 29th ONSLOW at last managed to beat

the weather and the 'gremlins' and fired the final Mk 8
torpedoes of the Mk 8 Torpedo Overall Weapon System Test.,
Whilst the evaluation of these firings has not been completed
it is anticipated that ONSLOW's weapon system will now be
accepted into service,

I0. As a finale to the month ONSLOW conducted a
periscope reconnaissance off Long Bay. Pictures were
taken from I300 yards off the cliffs and, even though the
time of day caused adverse lighting conditions, an
excellent stereo strip panorama was taken. Within 20 hours
ONSLOW's photographic team had produced an enlarged strip
picture of Long Bay totally from onboard sources. The
equipment to do this has been a long awaited dream in this
submarine service and ONSLOW is the first submarine to be
so fitted.

i [T With two thirds of the work-up process completed
ONSLOW goes into August with confidence for the Operationdal
Readiness Evaluation on the I2th and Morale is highe. The
health and conduct of the Ship's Company remains good.

I have the honour to be,
Shl e

Your abedient servant.

5 H.“H..H_
Lieutenant Commander, Royal Navy
Commanding Officer.

'‘Annexes: A, Steaming data - July I977
B, Exercises completed during July I977
Ce The first periscope enlargements produced
totally from onboard resources.
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Ammex A to HMAS ONSLOW
Commanding Officer's letter

1/16/7622 dated Ist August
LS

STEAMING DATA JULY

4% Distance run:
Surfaced 253.2 miles
Dived _45I.8 miles
Total T705.,0. miles

eia Hours underway:
surfaced o Rl e
Dived - gb hrs
Total 129 hrs

i

Distance run since commissioning - 32I2.9 miles

Total hours underway since commissioning - 624.39 hrs

-RESTRIGTED
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Annex B to HMAS ONSLOW
Commanding Officer's letter
1/16/7622 dated Ist August
LT

EXERCISES COMPLETED DURING JULY

I8th Boarding Party to Rifle Range
20tk Exercised Bomb Threat
2Ist Fire in Engine Room

Hydraulic Failure

Plane changeovers

2 It Hydraulic failure
26th onoopex, Prowlex, Underwater look
26th Hydraulic Failure

Torpedo Firing Exercise
Periscope reconnaisance
29th Torpedo Firing Exercise

RESTRICT™D
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Annex C to HMAS ONSLOW
Commancing Officer's letter
1/16/7622 dated Ist August
E9T T .

PERISCOPE ENLARGEMENTS PRODUCED
TOTALLY FROM ONBOARD RESOURCES

- RESTRICTED
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&
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any matter of special interest in those comments.
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to Directors and Heads of SECthn.

D. If any matter requires comprehensive treatment
or reference to another Branch a new file should
be raised, a suitable note being made above.
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H.M.A.S. ONSLOW
at Neutral Beay

1/16/7708

Ist September IO77.

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

For Information

The Commander
First Australian Submarine Sgquadron

HNMAS ONSLOW - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - AUGUST IQ77

aLP,

Le I have the honour to report the proceedings
of Her Majesty's Australian Ship ONSLOW under my
command for the month of August I977. All times are
zone kilo (-I0).

2 o The beginning of the month saw ONSLOW in the
midst of her operational work-up. At 0830 on Monday
Ist August ONSLOW sailed from HMAS PLATYPUS to commence
anti-submarine and co-ordinated submarine operations
with HMAS OTWAY,

L The first serial was 2 CASEX SI where firstly
ONSLOW and then OTWAY fired a Mk 23 Torpedo agalnmt the
other submarine, This was a most valuable exercise as
all too often our vractice torpedo firings are against
simulated and unrealistic targets. Both submarines
parted company at I600 before completing a successful
dived rendezvous at 2300. A co-ordinated transit was
then executed over 60 miles with RAAF ORION opposition
but neither submarine was detected.

4, From IS00 on 2nd August to 0600 on 4th August
ONSLOW and OTWAY carried out & series of anti-submarine
exercises commencing with a simple CASEX S3 and culminating
on the 4th August with an advanced CASEX S5 which

included the participation of two aircraft from IO

squadron RAAF. These ORIONS co-operated with the attacking
submarine to guide the attacker into an intercept,

and then prosecuted the target submarine in the1r own
right. Unfortunately safety restrictions meant th t the

e

oo seos/attacking

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1074061



RESTRICTED

2

attacking submarine had to go to safe depth early in
the exercise removing some of the realism and reducing
the benefit to the aircraft. However this period was
of immense value to both submarines and much was learnt
about the performence of the submearine and its sensors
against 2 quiet target and the tactical handling of the
submarine in short range detection situations. During
this period the submarine had assumed a two watches
system and, whilst this undoubtedly increased the strain
on the Ship's Company, the reaction of the submarine in
these short range situations was vastly superior to
that of the three watch system. The experiment was
assessed as a marked success,

- The submarine then conducted an opposed transit
until 2359 on 4th August but lack of opposition prevented
full benefit being gained from this exercise, This

was followed by a Sub—-Air co-operation exercise on the
5th August with ONSLOW being tasked to intercept HMAS
SWAN, After a high speed run ONSLOW intercepted and
remained underneath SWAN for 45 minutes without being
detected.,

6. On Saturday 6th August ONSLOW carried out
training exercises with a detachment of SAS personnel
from Ist Commando Unit. In the morning dry drills were
carried out alongside to prove the submarine's organisation
and canoeists launch drills, In the afternoon wet

canoe launches and canoe tows from the search periscope
were successfully carried out off Sydney Heads. The
training culminated in a covert night canoe launch, tow
and recovery in Broken Bay. Having safely returned the
SAS to Sydney at 0230 on Sunday T7th August the submarine
proceeded to Jervis Bay for a banyan and beach rugby
which was much enjoyed by all,

Te The final week of the work up was an anti-ship
and inshore operztions week and commenced with ONSLOW
opposing the fleets exit from Sydney. At I300 three

Mk 8 Torpedoes were fired against HMAS SWAN but
unfortunately one of the torpedoes failed to surface
and was lost.

8. Over the next two days ONSLOW carried out two
CASEX A5 exercises against HMA Ships PERTH, VAMPIRE,
VENDETTA and SWAN, two overnight PYOWLEX a per1500pe
reconnaissance and an exercise mine lay in the entrance
of Botany Bay. ONSLOW returned to TMAS PLATYPUS to load
torpedoes at I900 on Wednesday IOth August,

9. During the previous ten days ONSLOW had exercised
all her operational roles and had practised many safety
evolutions, The submarine approached the Operational
Readiness Evaluation on Llhursdey IIth August with great
confidence. The submarine sailed at 08I5 with The Commander

..-n-i/FirSt
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First Australian Submarine Squadron embarked for this
evaluation and a very full 24 hours was experienced

which extended the crew but wos also most professionally
enjoyable, The day commenced with surfaced evolutions _
in Sydney Harbour before diving when clear of the N [l
heads. The submarine then suffered 2 major fire in the |“
engine room, After a covert snort transit ONSLOW

intercepted an'enemy'force of HNA Ships PERTH and

SWAN. PERTH was 'sunk' with a s2lvo of four Mk 8

Prétice Torpedoes before ONSLOW commenced a second secure
covert transit to Broken Bay., At 2300 ONSLOW surfaced

to recover an agent in a small boat but when the agent

failed to give the correct pass word the submarine

dived and escaped to seaward. The submarine then

bottomed and rigged the Fore-ends and After-ends for

escape, The bLvaluation finished with a mine lay in

Sydney Harbour a2pproaches and the*sinking of yet another
merchant ship off the heads,

IO, ONSLOW berthed at PLATYPUS 2t 08I5 on Friday
I2th August and was most pleased to become a fully
fledged operational member of the fleet.

11 For the remainder of the month ONSLOW was at
PLATYPUS conducting AMP 2/77 and preparing for the
forthcoming deployment to Singapore, Whilst the submarine
1s generally running very well there is as always a

full work load of maintenance, The main worry at the

end of the month is the TGCU II which is defective

(ONSLOW INDEF I16/8I). The repair of this equipment is
proving difficult with the defect now appearing to be in
the wiring loom, Whilst Ship's Staff have every confidence
that they can repair this defect the main worry is the
proven unreliability of this equipment.

12, Apart from a short lived gastric bug the hezalth
of the Ship's Company has been good, At the end of 2
successful work-up morale is high., The submarine now
looks forward with great confidence 2nd anticinpation

to joining the Australian Fleet in the deployment to
south East Asian waters.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedien} servant,

(A
Lieutenant Commander, Royal Navy
Commanding Officer,

s 4 ¥ 'Ei {u‘“+ MI T;\a A EEE '/A‘nnexes
» B N oo
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Annexes: A, OSteaming data - August I977

B, IExercises completed during August

1977 L]
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Annex A to HMAS. ONSLOW
Commanding Officer's letter
I/16/7708 dated Ist September
I977.

STEAMING DATA - AUGUST IOTT7

Distance run during August:

osurfaced 347 miles
Dived IO3I miles
I378 miles

Time underway during August:

Surfaced 484 hours
Dived 2354 hours
Total 2834 hours
Distance run since commissioning: 4591 miles
Time underway since commissioning: 907 hours
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Annex B to HMAS ONSLOW
Commanding Officer's letter
1/16/7708 dated Ist September

L g

EXERCISES CONDUCTED DURING AUGUST

Ist Mk 23 TFX

2 = 4th Combined operations with HMAS OTWAY
6th Special Operations (canoe launch)
8th TFX - 3 Mk 8, Hydraulic Failure.
9th V.P. Failure

Go deep in emergency
Hydraulic Failure
Anti-ship CASEXs'
IIth Operational Readiness Evaluation

. ey |i-_l-2ln.. ::'T. i _.'-'L"l. P s £
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3/16 /7805
The Plag Officer Commanding
: Hi AUSTRALIAN PFPLEET
For Information:

'lie Commander

Mirast Australian Submarine Squad:z

‘01l ?{'

S = -1.1:,.:' =i

H.M.A.S. ONSLOW

PR -
:l‘t P E El.- L -.I.“t.:h**

B T < -

Tst October, I977. &
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HMAS ONSLOW - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS ~ SEPTEMBER- I977 ¥

A e i
o , :
Sir, E.
LB I hiive the:honour to report the procecdings of 'Her - i
Lajesty's Australian Ship ONSLOW uﬂﬁ r my command for the "
month of September 1977 . "All times are zone kilo (=T0). £
. : B S .

2 At the beginning of this month CILLOW nas!hertheﬂ _ o
at HWAS PLATYPUS conducting the final week ofAKF 2/7% and B

preparing Lo depart from Sydney on n Tourteen week deployment,
Phis maintenance had gensrally fone *M“ but at the end of

4#11

theiweek ithe: TCoS G kare
outstanding (IMAS ONSLOW
becomming ‘8, major worry.
Cockatoo Dockyard and Hase
by Thursday 8th September,

L 1 D i
‘?,.; i .D i J.'I -..'.e -I
Hovewver

ataff

= el

o g
A =

: The week commencing 5th
the

harbaur treining week . and: the

g

svstem hod two mejor faults
b/“I S 17/81) 2nd was
with the help of Vickers

bl i e

wnjmy At

'

e ]

these aofects were rectified +
1 .}'

septenber was designatea :
ships attack team spent two &

days at the SCTT,  HWMAL WATSON,  ~As always this neriod proved e 3
to be most beneficizl to the t:a* in maintaining the high )
standard of attacking achieved during work-up. It also helped 7fﬁ
the three new members blend in ¢nd become part of the team, iy
4. At 0905 on Konday IZ2th ONSLOW sailed to. conduct A
nost m%inﬂenance shakedown, scnar triels and torpedo firing ¥
exercises. lipnday vas spent testing all equipment and systems . -
and 1ﬁJLudEd a dive to' deep diving depth, On. Tuesday, efter k.
cmberking the Submarine Trials Team, the submarine proceeded i
L l‘l'ftﬂ L :

B

* K

> i

.';-.- _:

=
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i T

to ‘the rendezvous for the first Ti'Z, only to learn that

PRV 802 had returned tq HMAS WATE HLH with & mechanical fault,
This was unfortunate as, by Wednesday, theire was a full gale _
blowing from the west snd the torpcdoes could not be fired. ﬁw 8

5 I'Ju.ga. EL"HL .LJ 31'}11‘1&(3 GI\JQLU.I . 53 ’-‘ECGlﬂt fﬁrl Lﬂnall‘ HEFC{.G' ‘“‘ :
(ulrrnpuffsf trials at I300 on Tuesday and provided good '
rGTV1ce vntil 1900, At that time AVAKE was also beaten by

tre weather and returned to Sydney to-seek shelter., Again

this wis unfortunate as the trial on this most impertﬁnt sonar
remzins outstending. A repemt trial has been progranmed for o

: Januery: 1978. i, ) Tl it
: | - : . (%
% ONSLOW returned to harhour at 145 on Nednesday \3th
_ and unlmuded the six prectice torpedoes., At 1600 that evening
the submirine conducted an cxercise (peration Awkward, an f
cxercise that had to be cancelled during the work-up. The | o
exercicse commenced with & demong t”qtien of diving eguipmerit i
o and likely caboteur techniocues given by divers of Clearsnce’ g B
Diving ¥eam Two. -The operation L\L-“'d co.menced in earnest i G
% I200 with CDT 2 divers sttempting to plant limpet mines e
on the ?raqsure hull. Two minee were successfully nositioned | o |
ot CHST.OW's divine téam ouickly located them during & subsequent 4
bwottom search, The exXercice:proved to be inmrense value .ing g |
' 5., Proving the submarinces internal orgenisation, &
b, 110V1L1ﬂi regliatic: treining-1in vetect1“* divers .
sttacking the uhmﬂrima. _ &
¢, v EXerpleingitihe ..;"1 ps diving team in conducting.
2 bottom: searchi ' , o
The ‘only reservation felt was “that there were no fleet or 8
sSousdron ﬁt’f to mnnltot the nrogress 'of the exercise, This e
pagia work-unp exercise znd it dis alweys aifficult to see The
fanlts dinones ovn n?yrnirntinh,bnnevnr el WtIEHL ﬁﬁi
Fy! After final preparédtions CHILEW:sailed on denloyment b
=4 ‘TOCC. on Wonézy T9th September.  During the initizl gsection | b
of tﬁjt deployment CNSLCW is tesked to conﬂuct o Ltraining .
surveillsnce potrol of the fLolomon. Seas, The potrol ends on . o
Cetober I3th when the submarine arrives at Cairns for & vigit, L &
O uihe First phase of the ‘patrol was a;long covert . .
g edit ttn b he Oprdls Seg. ALl EhjﬁE znd 2ireraft encovntered g
, Were Lﬂ be treated asg hostile., CHSLC. was tasked to make an e
i “SORY0Ff 9.6 ¥mots which is a high speed for & submurine to 3
~uetain Gver a long distant dived pessage, In order TO 1
cchieve this aim 2 policy of snoriing dived tw-finf;qn* ™anning ' = i
LLSt on:the surface by nipght wasn crnosen, the! erincigle Deling ' ;ff
to-remain undetected Oy day Aang 1an tonbezidentalied A& .40 | ;ﬁ&
**L'rb”’*f*-”-fl"@ oy fli{:,l’-*t- :?‘-JE ‘"*'s"“l"“f the subnsrine lights were ,
diserniced and the submarine wis manoeuvred 80 &s5 10 T Ema 11
§ 3 '
v s /OUtsL0E B
..
- 3
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ﬂ%fgtm?wﬁ§;;s$r- 5 2% o 4
SR Y- i:'i..”;it-.,'ﬁid P .f
et B b
outside a Tﬁﬂﬁe of three miles from @1l contacts. In the R |
shipping lanes vp the East Australian Coast, this kept the | |
cormand. vely busy. To add to the problem an adverse current | |
of over two knots was yunning, increasing the required SO0A dﬁﬁ# iy
to over ten knots. This wa2s mueh too high 2 speed for a £ o
covert pascsage and had the environment been really hostile B
~ould have been impossible. HNevertheless ONSLOW arrived in :

the Coral Sea on time @nd it is concidered that the passage 8
wis mode undetected throughout, ;

9. On Sunday 24th September 2 short sub-air co-operation
exercise was conducted with a P3IB ORICN aircraft who broadcec st
: 2 shipping plot tq the submarine. By this methﬁd_HHAS '
DIAWANTINA wos identified andrthis assisted ONSLOY in making
o rendezvous with DIAMANTINA and TiIZS TUI the next day at

08500,

40 4 ORN3LOW spent tw ays with DIAMANTINA ang:TUL
conducting trials for nrﬂ1eet BOOLEE. Anart from the usual
ELGEHtT1C scientist appraach of asking for the impossible in

21T the time the trial went well., CUSLOJ had various taske
tn ner~form which meant 2 lot of snorting nnd deep runs out to
4% miles from the ships, surfacing 2t regular intervals %o
drop charges, The submerine wes worked hard over this period
'and it is hoped that the project is aisuecess,

1 F; - 2 p 8 - .
& _a : o . . a

L-_—Hj - oo e A ey a g " F B = . " 1; -
_"nl'..:l;n' H - [LE-r o I o - B ., Pl g 7 ]

T v S i = # < i, 3

3 . P A { o 4 e ;
. ok . o = i 4 - ! | o - = L o
- . . - v R . — ) - x
o - i L RT T T Sl Spolie o L - PO S Rt ¥ e, 5 - SAEICT s o

1 On the second day out from Sydney number two air
conditionine unit (No 2 PFU) ‘had “ﬂfPP -ed 2 freon leak from

% burst flexible pipé. No spare was carried and after 49
hours of hard labour the enﬁinﬁeriqy denartment were unable to i
mitke temporary repalid The umbient tempernture rose alarmingly
in the submarine, on one occasion reaching E3OF Inithe  gvg e s o o
engineroom, The real wurry x*q the high inclidence n? electrical =
failure from overheating. DEF 20/81 was raised and an 3
girdrop or . sborEs urranﬁed. HD&E?ET during project BOOLEE i
o transfer of stores from DIAVANTI A was effected by {loating B
stores across to ONSLOW in heavy weather., These stores ]
allowed a temporary repair to be made which should last until ' '
srrival Cairns when a ﬁermﬂnent repair will be made, . This
meant that the expense of the air drow» could be avoided and

the drop wes can0911eﬁ. This lu U“hH“J'a firet extended period
away from the 'apron strings' the »arent squadron and the
submarine was glad to be able Tn complete repairs on & self

help basis.

i
B

Lty . Prom 0800 on Tuesday 27th Sentember CHSLOW returned o
to her primary task, a training surveillsnce patrol in the | j{{
Solomon Sea, A three day covert t“”ﬂ LT flam the Coxrnl. 68, i
through the Enssel Island and Poclkling ton “eef #”p, to the ;p{
Solomon  Sea was conducted at 2 red llHT;Q apecd of six knots B
snd by 0800 on Friday 30th September ON3LOY was on patrol fo | ﬂ;E
the Bougainville Straits: Here the submarine.m n1t0red shipping @i%

.« o/movenents

o
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“movements of all traffic using this strait, especially that ;?;i
traffic between Japan and Australia, | | i !
13 This sort of surveillance oncration makes the best & ﬁi
use of 2ll the Australian '0' Poat characteristics and .
capabilities and is not practiced enough. ONSLOYW 1s convinced " .
that this should be the submarine ~rms primary role and feels o
oarticularly grateful to have been zllocated four weeks of &
totally self-dedicated time to investigate and train in this B
type of operation. The submarine 1s keeping full records qf | &
her activities which will be forwaried to The Commander, sFirst i,

: Australian Submarine Squadrom, on completion of the patrol, T?Q
14, " 'At the end of the month the submarine is performing - o

! well. Ten new members have joined the ships company since the g
end of work-up in August, eirht of whom are in complement 8 |
billets. ONSLO¥ now has seven Part Three trainees,..four gf : &

¥ whom are borne additional for training. “hilst the need is e i
| well understood it is 2lways sad to cee members of the ships _ -4
company leave so soon after ‘work-up. | i3{

g i The ships company have been given their aquarterly Ao Bl
security brief. _ i
TGl Phe health of. the ships3 compony is good, The crew 8
are slowly settling down to the very much slower life of the | |
tlisten =nd wait' regquired for surveillance overations. With E

o visit to Cairns end joining¥the flset deployment in October _“5
the ships company have plenty to look forward to in the month i
ahead, 5 | . ..

I have the honour to be, k|

4 @

3 %rvant, vl

i

(LA S T SMITR ) S | ¢

Lieutenant Commander, koyal Navy
Commanding. Cfficer,

AR St Ty s s T

Armexes: A. Steaming Data - Lentembexr TO7Y

¥
¥
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- B, Exercises Conducted during September I977

E
i

P RITEII TN T

T o)
Con SR g
R L B

ul3 s : iy " I}
i Ta ."1.'. .'"5- _." .
T L - r &= 1
=Y e L TR s roadt A ] E Lo
b Eibgd -._-'-"_’#'_E.i. el AR | SRR Y £

oeE L . 1
s , Pty
g g o R b T P s B T

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT10/74061



Distance

Time vnderway auring

AN ex

to HMAS
Commanding Cfficemis”

letter If16/ 7805

dated 1Is

STEANING DATA -

run . during Séptember:
urfaced

Jived

september
uriaced

_," I . L _}

Dived

Distonce run since commissioninc:

Time underway

since commissioning:

October I977.:

767
1720

TCT8
1243

hours

hours

miles

hours

ONSLOW

A

- b 19 -.
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A pm e ot -
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Commanding Officer's | §
letter 1/16/780%ﬁ" | i

dated Ist Octobexr IGOTF7

ONDUCTED DUxING

THh/6Uh
; I2¢h - Idth
v TAth

10th - 30th

TNaL

Attaclk Team Training at GG,
Blind Pilotage .
Index -

WATHON

Post~Maintenance Shakedown
Sonar AN/BQG Trial

PR Cancelled - Heather - v

Operation Amkward

Covert Tranﬂlt anﬂ Surveillance Patrol

Daily Part Three Training (I330-I530)

Daily Evolutions (I530 - T630)
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE (NAVY OFFICE)
File: 428/3/ 259 o

HMAS B REPO -
ONSLO &AL RT OF PROCEEDINGS 0CToper 77

NOTES : A. This copy 1is circulated so that Heads of Division
may see these reports soon after they reach
Navy Office.

B. The report will be given again to Heads of Division
with Director's comments if there is any matter of
special interest in those comments.

C. Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Section.

D. If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or

reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above.
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FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING,
H.M. AUSTRALIAN FLEET,
FLEET HEADQUARTERS,
GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000
AR
’ 1/16/38

24 NOV 1977

Department of Defence (Navy Office)

HMAS ONSLOW - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - OCTOBER 1977

Forwarded.

L Moo,
J. D, STEVENS)

Commodore
for Commander Australian Fleet

Enclosure:

HVAS ONSLOW Report of Proceedings 1/16/7824 dated 1st November 1977
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The Flug (fficer Comninding
HID AUSTRALIAN ”L":*;i-LT

'Il-""’f""i "I"‘_I'

...-...-....r...l.L .i.i-..l LJ{LIH i-.Ll‘J

:.ﬂe frle & ().,..+1C’ET' Conus apnding

AUSTHALI.N PFLELT

Information:

The Commander

HMAS ONSLOW

At Sea

o -
g T B 8
'*;‘*'f#
Ist liovember IS77.
aron
PLOCEBDINGS — OCTOBER ICT7

Pirst austrslian Submirine
H'a5 ONSLOW = HREFORT OF
91T,
i I have the honoux

australian |
A9

-
rajesty's
_JI:_irj'. o

onth of October

to report the proceedings

Ship CHLL

of Eer
(W under my commend for the
times are zone Kilo (-I0) .,

month OSLOW was dived in

g At the beginning of the
i the Solouon vecs ofi the Bougiinville Strait at the start of
" a training surveillance ﬂ?Tﬁﬁl. The patral was teskxed by
: CC" ISSUBRON ONE Oncration Crder 5/77 from which ONSLOW
formulated the following main aims and objectives:
2 . To enter the Solomon Seas, conduct a
surveillonce patrol, &nd leave the Solomon Sees
remaining undetected throughout.
o To carry out surveillance of shipping
in the Solomon Seas to establish the characteristics
and routes of merchont traffic using these viaters,
with snecial emnhiicis on ships bound to and from
the Australian -"-."_2-*'”11{:.*.”{:..
o In order to determine the pattern of shipping
activity in the arez (NSLCY established the need to visit all
sxpected focal points of shinping vithin the area allocated
i the patrol, &nd to tronsit between these points zlong the

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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expected shipping routes. nese focal points were visited as
folla'i.rl S :

30th Septerber - Ist October Bougainville Strzi
K7 s R ctober - Hth October rioneer Chcnnel
bth Octover St ”eerges Chennel
i“th Cectober tevisit FPioneer Chzannel
9th Cctober Loughlan Island
4. The initial curveillonce area off Dougeinville Strait
a8 very quiet &nd over a /¢ hour period little shipping was
seen v1th the exception of the P :nd 0 lines 'ANCADIA' on a
cruise from ii2baul to Honiora. It was established thct this
c 12nnel is no longer used as & major shipping route from Japan
to Australic, pTDbTLlJ due to the restricted depth of vater l
for moacern ships, and the difficult navigation required thrchﬂu

the strait. This was contrary to a2ll information contzined in
the pilot, racific routing charits, and Ocean Passages of the
World, which 211 indicated that the Bougainville Strait passage \
vwas the main Japanese iustralian sea link,

De CHLLOW then transited to the Pioneer Channel and the
t affic density 1ncreuued @L:mnulcally vhen the shipping lane
a8 reached. This traffic remained cnnstant at about ten
l.ﬂLe ships each day during the whole time CNSLOY spent in

the area., This proved beyond reasonable doubt that the main
Jepanese -~ustralian shipping route is through the Pioneer Chznnel,
around Laughlan Island and through the Rossel Island end
rocklington .ieef gep. During the time in the Pioneer Chennel
CHSLCYW intecepted the only iied Chinese ship of the patrol,

the 'TIAN - HAI' and 2lso the lurgest ship, the Norvegian
Bulk Cerrier 'JELSIE STOVE' at I08,000 Deadweight tons.

‘—.'

6. Only a short visit vis made to the St Georges Channel .
w3s-—made but, @2s expected, only local treffic vas found,
The submarine then transitted, via the Pioneer Channel, to zn
area to the east of Laughlan island, staying in the shipping

:n s &% all tinies =s pravud by the traffic density. -~fter
2 further 24 hour period OlisIOW moved to her surfac1ﬂg position
to the liorth of the Louisiade Archipelago. ONSLCOW surfaced
et 2C0C on IOth Cctober and tronsitted through the Jomard
Island FPassage to the Corel Se under the cover of darkmess
thus leaving the Solomon Seas 2s they were entered, undetected.
During the patrol full records were kept which htve bveen
forvicrded to the Commander, “irst Australian Submarine Scuadron
for analysis and a full TPPD¢1 onn the patrol was made in

Z.AS ONSLOW's Letter 5/7/7809 dated IIth Octobver.

T It vvas considered that the patrol hod been & marked
success. The submarine h=zd sho'n its undeniable ability to

remaln self sufficient, and coerry out a surveillance patrol
over an extended period whilst in the close vicinity of

.+ o/shipping
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shipping remaining totally uncetected. At the seame tine 2
considercble amount of intelligence was gained which hes
increased the overall knowledge of shipping in this aree,
an i“poﬂt*nt area to Australian merchant commerce., The
subzarine had, in other words, proved itself in its best
suited role, qurveijlﬁﬂce.

O At 0800 on the IIth October OU:LOw shut off from
diving, went to passage routine 'nd set course for Cairms.
Since re-dedication in April ONLLCYW had never completed a

whole day at sea without diving at some stage or other. This
is consid:<red ocuite a record to be prnud of for an Australian
Submarine., Ffor this f_rst +11l prsscce day, the submarine ran

do'n wind ¢nd sea but, as the Uisiﬂﬁ was ressonably dry, the
chifs compeny were able to come on the casing and see the sun
for the first time in twenty three days. This breath of fresh
eir was immensely enjoyed by the men. Apart from a short stop
to repair a defective o0il lubrication pump on the port moin
rmotor, the PSS age /as uvneventful and ONSLO. berthed at IO
inerf Czirns ~t 0900 on Thursday I3th (ctober. The submarine
wes met by the Commnender, First Australian Submarine Souadron
who ves debriefed on the concuct of the Solomon Sees patrol.

Q. The visit to Ceirns was a well earned rest for the
ship's company vho thoroughly enjoyed themselves whilstv

'I

meinta ining excellent behoviour @shore. The submarine fuelled
on arrival before movine to a2 tovn wharf on Friday morning.
A cockteil norty as given on I'riday night for forty guests
“hich nrmved to be most successful., CLKSLCW's visit colncided
ith Cairms' cnnual 'fun in the Sun' festivel 2nd the submarine
fﬂLtDTE& in the officizsl programme, With this excellent
publicity -nd the town ove ffiﬂ‘lﬁg with holidaymrakers, the
eception to the submarine . hen npen to visitors ves
oV #nhelminﬂ. ONSLOV was open for 3% hours on Saturday and
sunday ond was packed to capacity throughout. A total of
2,200 zuests were shown through the subm=rine but many h=d to
De turned away. This, with the eight parties of local youths
shon through the suhﬂyrlne in the mornings, really proved tae
popularity =znd fazscination that are always found in submarines
on these occasions.

. iAfter attending the ore-cxercise brief for Southerm
ross II at K'AF TOYNSVILLE on lMonday I7th Cctober, CNSLOW
2iled from Cairns =t I700 and headed through the Grafton
Pass:re to the exercisec creas. During Southern Cross II CNSLCW
carried out eight Brivo series casexes with ORION and TR~CK_.=x
circraft and eight Alfa and Charlie series casexes with
HilAShips PL4aTH and 574N and TNI-AL Ships KiI MARTADINATA and
72T NGURAH AT, Whilst the exercises were understandably slow
and simple, CNISLOY achicved some training value and put in six
cood attocks. 4 nation2l report on the exercise was made in
HAS ONSLOW Letter 5/5/7820 doted 24th October I977.

11, During the exercise ONSLOVW took the opportunity to
vhotograph 211 the porticipants and these shots are at :innex C.
The Con hndlng Officers of iuI @+ :TADINATA and KitI NGUxAH RAI

were presented with pictures of their ships as seen from
QIiISLOY to further the aim of friendly relations. At Io00
on Friday 2Ist October CNLLO detached from exercise Southern

.../Cross
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Cross II and, after landing the exercise observer at Cairms,
set course for Singapore.

12. A reef passage is always a delight and this passage
was no exception. With the wind and sea behind, the submarine
made gocd time and was able to stop and anchor in Shelburne
Bay on 23rd October for four hours to let ONSLOW's fishing
competition commence. ‘(hether due to the time of day,
anchorage position, or just plain poor fishing was difficult
to tell, but results did litile to supplement the victualling
account before weighing and proceeding at 1700, Other |
entertainments durings the reef passage were a bar-b-que on the
casing and the use of the ceble access locker as a swWwimming
pool to cool off in the hot weather. ONSLOW departed the
Prince of Wales channel to complete the reef passage at 2300
on Sundeay 23rd October.

€ 5 A most useful piece of new equipment used extensively
throughout the reef passage was the Willis Seaphone VHF
Transceiver. All ships were challenged on Channel 16 and all
replied. Apart from exchanging identities, it was most useful
for the Officer of the Watch to be able to exchange
navigational and menoeuvring intentions. This did much %o
avoid any mutual interference or hazardous situations developing
during the more tortuous sections of the reef.

L

-

14, After leaving the Torres Strait until the end of the
month ONSLOW has continued the passage to Singapore transitting
the Lombok and Sapudi Straits. The weather has remained hot
and calm throughout. The submarine has kept itself busy with
m=intenance, training, evolutions, and catching up with the
ever heavy paper workload. fihree five hour dived periods

vwere most useful in maintaining crew efficiéncy in ship safety
evolutions and also helped to progress part three training.
This culminated in a flooding exercise from deep on Saturday
29th October.

j &1 The submarine has performed well during the month.
The only major defect was & burst diaphr of No 6 Tube
Impulse Cut-off Velve (ONSLCY URDER 2I/8I). The diaphram)

wes repleced successfully bul lorpedoes may not be fired from
Llils tube until it hes veen recalibrated. Regrettably this
canriot be zchieved until (72707 returns to Sydney in December,
211 other defects huave been repaired by ship's staff which

included =z cvlinder head change on the starbond engine.
16, "he shin's comvany have been lecturcd on the dangers
of drugs and drug abuse and the consequences of conviction
within the Navy or achore in Singapore. No problems are
envisazed but a timely reminder was felt prudent.

AT
I7. At the end of the month ONSLOW was picking her wvay
through a fleet of 160 Indonesian fishing boats under sail

. ss/prior

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO0/74061



i 4 B e

prior %0 arriving in Singopore on Thursday 3rd Novenber., Aafter

42 days at sea since leduving Sydney on 19th September, with

only a short visit to Cairns, .GLQ%QiS high, The crew eagerly
which for many is a return

znticipate the visit to Singspore,
to old hunting grounds. The health and conduct of the ship's
company remains good.

I have the honour to be,

ik 8

Lo

Your obedient servant,

(ol Sty SHENTE )
Lieutenant Commander, ROyal Navy

Commanding Officer.

innexes: A, Steaming Data - (October I9Y{ . |
Exercises Conducted during Cctober I977

Southern Cross II porticipants.
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Annex A to HI.iS CONSLC:
Commanding Officer's
letter I/16/7824
dated Ist November ISTT

STEANING DATA - OCTOBER IOTT
Distance run during (ctober: Surfaced 3228 miles
Dived I563 miles
Time underway during October surfaced 331 hours
Dived 309 hours
Distance run since commissioning: 11869_miles
Time uvndervay since commissloning: 1882 hours
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Annex B to H AS CQliSLOn
Commending Cfficer's
letter I/I6/7824

dated Ist November IST77

s FXERCISES CONDUCTED DURING OCTOBEz IGTT

pelettiesi ————

Ist - IIth Training Surveillance Patrol
I7th - 21st nxercise Eouthern Cross 11

Casex BI/B2 (223 hﬂu?S)
Casex A2 (5 hours)
Casex A3 (6 hours)
Cagsex C2 (II hours)

= o e 0

24th - 26th Dzily POOW Training

- #ive hour dive each day for safety
i e evolutions which included:

3 Atticks with breakdovn fire

VP PFailure

HP Air Burst ¥

Pire - NAE Beacon accident it
lydraulic burst then Pire in the A.S
Plane Failures

Flaning Astexrn

Control from Aft

Lmergency go deep with emergency
stations

i"lood

l Throughout the period Part Three Training has been
conducted daily I33C - I530.
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tnmmexXx C to HINAS ONSLOW
Commanding (fficer's
letter I/I16/7824

dated Ist November IGT77

EXERCISE SOQUTHERN CROSS II

TOMA VT TIOAT )
I':I '.”‘LJ jr’r ! JLITTEJ

e

Captions: I. HVMAS PiERTH
2. HMAS SWAN
3, KiI NGURAH RAI (344)
4, KRI MARTADINATA (342)

D b B OO
0., ©02G TRACKER
T« IHVAS STALVART WESSEX
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1/16/7920 H.M.A.S. ONSLOW

At Sea

Ist December I977.

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

Fleet Headguarters

For Information:

The Commander
First Australian Submarine Scuadron

HVMAS ONSLOW

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - NOVEMBER I977

olr,

I. I have the honour to report the proceedings of Her
Majesty's Australian Ship ONSLOW under my commend for the
month of November IO77.

e At the beginning of the month ONSLOW was transiting
the Indonesian Archipelago on passage to Singépore. In
accordance with current regulations, Royal Australian Navy
submarines are not allowed to dive in the Archipelago and

the past four days had been most uneventful. As there was
time in hand, the submarine stopped for fishing for two hours
and fifteen lines were quickly over the side. Regretfully
"the one that got away" was the story of the day.

3. At I800(-T7%) on Ist November a well dressed 'scribe!
presented the Commanding Officer with a parchment scroll,
commanding him to stop his ship at latitude zero in order

to pay his respects to Neptunus Rex. Accordingly at I2CO0

on 2nd November ONSLOW stopped and was boarded by his imperial
majesty from the deep and his entourage, Six of the ships
company were crossing the line for the first time and were
presented for cleansing. Also a number of charges were laid
agaeinst certain members of the crew and these were all
answered and punished, normally without defence. This
traditional ceremony was enormously enjoyed by the ship's
company and culminated in a general 'hands to bathe' and a
bar-b-cue on the casing. A picture history of Neptune's
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visit is at Annex C. By co-incidence the 'crossing of the
line' ceremony also marked the halfway point in the deployment.

4, ILater the same day the scavenge pump on the port
generator failed, and the generator had to be stopped and
could not be run again until a2 spare pump was fitted. ILuckily
the submarine was within easy reach of Singapore and did not
have to delay her time of arrival, This defect (HWAS ONSLOW
URDEF 22/81) was repaired during the Self Maintenance Period
in Singapore.

o ONSLOW arrived off Johore Shoal Buoy at 0700(-7%)

on 3rd November and exchanged identities with the Republic

of Singapore Navy Patrol Boat DAUNTLESS. After an uneventful trip
up Johore Strait ONSLOW secured at seven berth Sembawang

Naval Stores Basin. With the initial administrative problems
over, the ships company were taken by bus to the Equatorial

Hotel, Bukit Timah Road, Singapore, which was to be home for

the next two weeks. This was an egbove average hotel and

allowed the ship's company the rest, relaxation and escape

needed from the highly cramped submarine enviroment.

6. The next day ONSLOW slipped and moved into the main
channel in order to allow HMAS PERTH to berth alongside.
ONSLOW then completed a sternboard approach and berthing
manoeuvre on PERTH which was successfully completed and

most satisfying. After this PERTH became ONSLOW's second
hotel providing many facilities such as duty watch meals,
money changing and laundry. It was only by a narrow margin
that PERTH lost to the Equatorial as the best hotel in
Singapore.

T It was a pleasure to call on you, Sir, on the 5th
November and an honour to receive you onboard ONSLOW on 8th
November. We were particularly pleased to have the
opportunity to tell the story of the Solomon Seas Patrol,
with its problems, successes and inteliigence obtained. This
command strongly believes that this type of operation shows
the Australian Oberon Submarine at its best and that the
technicues and expertise gained on ONSLOW's patrol should be
continued, developed and improved with more operational
patrols in the future., Ny officers also enjoyed the
opportunity to air their views and found an attentive
audience.,

S The Self Vaintenance Period in Singapore went all
too guickly. A large amount of maintenance was achieved

to get the submarine in top condition for the homeward leg
and a complete external cosmetic paint was achieved to repair
the demage of a mainly dived period of fifty six days at sea.,
In addition the ship's company played sport of one kind or
another most days against some strong opposition but were
well pleased to win as many as they lost. A large number

of 'rabbits' were purchased in Singapore where there are still
meny good bargains to be found, and there were many vely
successful socizl events to attend. It was therefore with

a well rested but poorer crew that ONSLOW sailed from
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Singapore on I7th November, happy to be commencing the return
trip to Sydney.

9. Before leaving the Johore Strait CONSLOW paid a
short visit to HMAS STALWART anchored in midstream, berthing
alongside HKMAS SWAN. This important stop was to load

frozen and bonded stores and land the multitude of large and
heavy articles purchased by the ships company in Singapore
for transportation to Sydney. At I300 (-7%) ONSLOW was
again ready and proceeded to sea.

10. The next five days, I7th - 2Ist November,were well
spent in the local exercise areas. These areas have been
well used in the past by submarines, however, this water is
very shallow for submarine submerged operations and, with
VLCC deep draught vessels common on local shipping routes
and only 50 feet under the keel, great care had to be exercised.
In addition a speed limit of eight knots was imposed on

the submarine. The first two days were spent in independent
exercises allowing the ship's company to shake Singapore out
of their systems and the new Marine Engineer Officer,
Lieutenant G.J. HETYING, time to settle in. On the IS9th
November ONSLOW commenced a series of simple casex serials
with HMA Ships VAMPIRE and SWAN and RNMN Ship RAHMAT, Sadly,
after only one serial, RAHMAT suffered a fire in the tiller
flat 2nd withdrew from future serials leaving the Hoyal
Australien Nevy by itself. These cesexes continued until
2Tst November with the submarine being allowed to attack in
the final serial,

11, On the 20th November we were again honoured, Sir,
to welcome you onboard for a day at sea, In retrospect

the day that was planned was too busy and too shord to give
the Fleet Commender the attention the occasion demanded.
However we believe we showed you more of the submarine in
action and more of interest than is normally possible. The
day started with an underweater look at HVAS STUART. This

was an exercise that ONSLOW had not managed to complete
before but is a vital intelligence gathering technique. It
is however an operation that requires the maximum
concentration from every member of the crew to ensure its
safe completion. Even though the underwater visibility was
poor we were pleased to be able to station ourselves under
STUART's stern to give you an excellent view of her propellers
and rudder. The day also included & three hour pro- submarine
attacking serial which gave the First Lieutenant his first
chance to carry out attacks at sea against & manoeuvIlng
target. This was vital to allow & fair assessment to be

made in the recommendation for submarine command. At_IGOO
(-7%) you returned to your Flag Ship by boat and we sincerely
hope that you enjoyed your short day on CNSLOW.,

- At II30 (-7%) on 2Ist November ONSLOW detached from
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local area exercises for passage up the Malacca Strait via
the Singapore Strait., The Singapore Strait was transitted

at dusk and an incredable density of shipping was encountered.
The first team was closed up for a long period to ensure

safe navigation through the strait.

13. At 0800(-7) on 24th November ONSLOW dived and
carried out a snort transit to a position south of the
Nicobar Islands where a patrol was established waiting for

e planned interaction with Task Group 327.4 early the next
day. Exactly on time the task group ships were detected

and ONSLOW, having evaded the escorts beneath the thermoclyne,
returned to periscope depth at first light and attacked
STALWART firing & salvo of six simulated Mk 8 torpedoes from
I200 yards. On completion of the attack ONSLOW surfaced and
completed & mail transfer from HMAS STALWART by helicopter.
A criptic signal from STALWART read "You should choose your
targets with more care; your mail got wet."

14, After this interaction ONSLOW headed South West

to 2 position to start exercise Compass 77. This exercise
has been reported on sepérately with an exercise narrative
(HMAS ONSLOW KKN/KEB 0I0900Z DEC 77) and post exercise
report (HMAS ONSLOW letter 5/7/7915 dated 4th December I1977).
ONSLOW was to simulate a Russian Foxtrot class submarine

and as such 'ONSLOWSKI' was tasked to:

a, carry out an opposed covert transit to
the submarine probability area from 262230(-6) to
29I300(-6).
b, set up a patrol, intecept and attack the
Carrier Task Group followed by the Logistics Task
Group.

1% After a very frustrating snort transit of 3380 miles

caused by a complete lack of air threat to counter ONSLOW's
transit, the submarine set up an area search patrol at
1300(-65 on the 29th November. The first evolution was to
test the submarine enviroment and accordingly the submarine
went deep to take a velocimeter trace. This resulted in

the discovery of the most magnificent thermoclyne ever
experienced by this command which is shown at Annex D. These
water conditions would offer the submarine below the |
thermoclyne near perfect cover from active sonar transmissions,
and the tactics for the following day were evolved; that was
to go past the escorts and screen under the cover of the
thermoclyne then return to periscope depth to identify and
attack the targets. At 00I5(-6) on 30th November the first
active sonar transmission was intercepted and action was

underway in earnest.
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I6. The first ship was sighted at 06I5(=6) and was
identified as USS LOCK#00D. No sonar transmissions could be
heard from this escort and it was quickly realised that the
Carrier Task Group was attempting to slip through quietly
and unannounced., ONSLOW remained at periscope depth and

at 0638(-6) identified USS MIDWAY, the primary target, nine
miles to the West heading South. This gave the submarine

a real Distance off Track problem and the submarine went deep
and fast to close the target. On returning to periscope
depth at 0720(-6), MIDWAY was at 7500 yards range. A
simulated salvo of six Russian conventional torpedoes were
fired at 0737(-6) against MIDWAY who was on a steady course
carrying out flying operations.,

L iy The logistic force came through approximately two
hours after the first attack. The screen for this group were
transmitting on active sonar and accordingly ONSLOW went

deep below the thermoclyne at 09I7(-6). At I020(-6), having
assessed that no active sonars had gained contact and that
the submarine was through and past the escort screen, ONSLOW
returned to periscope depth. The tactic had worked to
perfection, the escorts were all opening astern and three
logistic ships were closing, all worthwhile targets. The
submarine manoeuvred between the first two ships and at
I038(-6) fired three simulated Russian torpedoes at RFa
TARBATNESS from I500 yards, at I039(-6) a further three
against HMAS STALWART from I500 yards, and at I053(-6) four
torpedoes at HMAS SUPPLY from 3200 yards, Having caused
enough damage ONSLOW went deep beneath the thermoclyne and
escaped undetected. This was the end of the tactical phase
of the exercise and from then until I700(-6) a2 basic submarine
tracking exercise was conducted by HNMS RHYL, HMS ZULU, HKAS
SWAN and USS FRANCIS HAMMOND. The tactical phase was ONSLOW's
first opportunity to carry out a freeplay exercise with a
multi-national force and was undoubtedly the highlight of

the month. The training and experience gained was immenee,

18. ONSLOW surfaced at I820(=6) on 30th November when
all surface units had cleared the area, shut off from diving,
and set course for Albany, the next port of call, a distance
of 2,500 miles. The submarine is due to pay an official
visit to Albany arriving a2t I000(-8) on IIth December,

19, The end of the month saw CNSLOW starting the
homeward voyage to Sydney. The submarine has now been away
from base for 72 days and channel fever for the homecoming
is not far away. The mechanical state of the submarine
remeins sound and the health of the crew is good. Morale
remains high.,
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I have the honour to be
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

( A.SsE+SNITH )
Lieutenant Commander, Royal Navy
Commanding Officer.

Annexes: Steaming Date - November I977.

.A.-
B. Exercises Conducted during November I977.
C. Picture history of Neptune and other ships activities.
D. Typical Velocimeter trace experienced during
Compass T77.
E. Ships Encountered.
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Annex A to HMAS ONSLOW
Commanding Cfficer's
letter I/16/7920

dated Ist December IQ77.

OTEANING DATA - NOVEMBER I9T7

Distance run during November Surfaced 2352 miles
Dived 543 miles
Time underway during November Surfaced I96 hours
Dived I88 hours
Distance run since commissioning I4764 miles
Time underway since commissioning 2266 hours
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Annex B to HMAS ONSLOW
Commanding Officer's
letter I/I6/7920

dated Ist December I977.

EXERCISES CONDUCTED DURING NOVENBER IO77,

Ifth - I9th November Index - Emergency otations
Action Stations
Hydraulic Burst whilst
snorting
Aircraft attack
Fire in the Engine Room
bilge

ISth - 2Ist November Casex period with HWA Ships
VANPIRE and STUART and
RMN Ship RAHMAT:

2 Casex A4 (AXP IA)
2 Casex A5 (AXP IA)
2 Casex AIO (AXP IA)

20th November Casex EIO (AXP IB) Underwater Look
Casex A5 (AXP IB) Submarine Attacks

25th November Prowlex against TG 327.4
Helicopter Transfer

26th - 29th November Covert Transit to Compass 77
submarine probability area,

30th November Compass 77 - Transit of SSK area,
a., CVPG - attacked USS MIDWAY
b, MLSF - attacked RFA TARBATNESS
HMAS STALWART
HMAS SUPPLY
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Annex C to HVAS ONSLOW
Commanding Officer's
letter I/I6/7920

dated Ist December IQT77

PICTURE HISTORY OF NEPTUNE

AND OTHER SHIPS ACTIVITIES

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT10/74061



NEPTUNUS HEX AND ENTOURAGE
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SUINNONING THE CAPTATI THE PUNISHMENT
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FISHING VESSELS ENCOUNTERED IN THE INDONESIAN ARCHIPELAGO
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Annex D to HMAS ONSLOW
Commanding Officer's
letter I/I6/7920

dated Ist December I9YY

TYPICAL VELOCIN

STER_TRACE DURING COMPASS 77
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Annex E to HMAS ONSLOW
Commanding Officer's
letter I/16/7920

dated Ist December I1I977.

WARSHIPS ENCOUNTERED DURING NOVEMBER

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT10/74061



RCDIGT10/74061

INOVTY

Y
|
4

Epere = C

into Sing

-~
‘-1
e
=
= H
-
=
p

LR .

s AR B i SRR N

ONSILOW's escort

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL



L5y

i

Lo w

i

A
i
"3
™
a
1

W

v

¥

i
u,

BVN RAHWMAT

)

[
=
O
-,
<
— |
R

Playmate during local area (CaseXxe

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT10/74061



T
R T

5 o

. : .f —
[ L 1 F A ‘
Pl L) CLlvi C L ILlY

P R o e e e

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT10/74061



—-——

S B L T T

v 44

RCDIG1074061

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL



¥y

U LA

55 PONCHATO

U

- 24NO0V7T

trait

L

1D

=

o B

Vialacc

1
i
J

nd 'sunk' in

:__.‘;

"Attacked!

RCDIGT10/74061

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL



Tht e Ly
e Ny
o A i
B R

Uso MIDWAY

- L L s

i

Taken at moment of fire - 30NOVTT

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIGT10/74061



U

LUL

O

TTT{
L1

VT

ONO

-
o

screen

L
| _E‘

L

of the I

art

1

RCDIGT10/74061

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL



UoS FRANCIS HANINOND

- =

IOV

30N

Lol screen

I's -

Part of the

RCDIGT0/74061

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL



AR 5 Department of Defence Folio

(1975) 1
File Number

NAZ2E = 2052

¥

DETAILS OF INFORMATION Security Classification

ANALYSIS .
CONVFIOENT?A L

*NOTE: Please print all entries clearly.

REGISTRATION

ONSLOwY. — Leroer O FROCETEDNGS — NOY - S Q77

LR L 2 & 4 2.1 o [ B [ ] EHE RSN RN -

Title oo fFAMNAS.

Mark t0 oo _)_“-\SSJQ-* f\/.._.. 2 San SIS o, T A gt

(Name or Designation) (Location)
GARDBL [FHE NG s st simmmesmssssssosssssamnssssossssmon s ssssom ssssanes icisiamcsc=c ML TITORM MOVemeNts Saction.

Close File NO oot e e N R S AT

Cross reference this file with: § . e e e e e e e

SUBJECT INDEX

T
Posting Precis Initials
L
............ S ————————— - - - — Y (S ————
. . o i
|

NAME INDEX

Heading Precis Initials

e EMIAS BSASEOD) L AR T T e

[ — - e ——

EEEEEE R e S EEEE SIS E T R R R e ..

LOGGING
Originator - Originator's Reference Date [Tnitials

Information Classifier

(Date)

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO/74061



DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE (NAVY OFFICE)

File: 428/3/3kb9

HMAS ON Sko-J REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS D« (9477,

e e — e

EEKT f;;ga{;&’(1“ﬁﬁ¢¢¢???;;pﬂmpf.é )Q%;mt; o i A:JQ?AnA?
mu% rivq p fm.&»lb{l
Cﬁsh A v/

DGNPP &1
e
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Navy Office.
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Directors and Heads of Section.

D. If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or

reference to another Branch a new file should be
railsed, a suitable note being made above.
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY
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Telephone: 359-9111
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| o FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING,
/ H.M. AUSTRALIAN FLEET,
FLEET HEADQUARTERS,

GARDEN ISLAND, N.S.W. 2000

AF 1/16/38

Department of Defence (Navy Office)

HMAS ONSLOW = REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - DECENBER 1977

1% Forwarded.

2e - The date of HIAS ONSLOW's return to Sydney, omitted
from paragraph 8 of the enclosure, was 21st December.

* O W

(Y. D. STEVENS)
Commodore RAN
for Commander Australian Fleet

Enclosure:
/ HMAS ONSLOW Report of Proceedings 1/16/8005 dated 1st
\ January 1978
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A.S. ONSLOW
ydney.

1st January, 1978.

1/16/8005

The Flag Officer Commanding
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET

For Information

The Commander
First Australian Submarine Squadron

HMAS ONSLOW - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR DECEMBER 1977

2

i I have the honour to report the proceedings of Her
Majeaty s Australian Ship ONSLOW under my command for the month
of December 1977.

25 At 1830(-6) on the 30th November,ONSLOW had surfaced at
the end of the most successful COMPASS 77 encounter with the
combined Royal Australian Navy, Royal Navy and United States Navy
Fleet. This was the last operational commitment of ONSLOW's
South East Asian Deployment and the submarine now faced the long
passage home, a distance of some 4,600 miles. The beginning of
December saw ONSLOW heading South East on the first leg of the
passage to Albany.

- As on previous extended passages, it was declided to

dive the submarine every third day to conduct exercises and evolu-
tions to maintain crew training. Three such dives were undertaken
before arrival Albany, each dive being of approximately five hours
duration. The first dive was conducted on Saturday 3rd December,
during which evolutions and sonar trials were carried out.

4, The second dive was scheduled for Monday 5th December
with the submarine programmed to 'open up for diving' at
0900(=7%4) and dive at 0930(-74). However at 0820(-73) the masts
of a ship were sighted to the North and, as not one single ship
had been sighted for five days, it was decided to dive early and
use this ship as a target for submerged operations. As the sub-
marine dived at 0855(-7%2), the ship was identified as HMAS
STALWART, ONSLOW caught a trim, carried out post diving checks
and safety evolutions and then turned to close and attack
STAIWART, firing a salvo of six simulated Mk.8 torpedoes from
1500 yds. HMAS STALWART's helicopter was scrambled and overflew
ONSLOW shortly after firing whilst ONSLOW was making radio
contact with STALWART. This, it was learned later, was to

L__7 (T4 (S AT ./investigate

I‘.lll'
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investigate this diving submarine, which had not been identified
as an RAN Oberon Class. It was the third time during this depl-
oyment that HMAS STALWART had been 'sunk' by ONSIOW and the
temptation was irrestible. STALWART must be ONSLOW's favourite
target. After STALWART had departed, the dive was continued with

evolutions and tube calibrations.

Di The final dive was conducted on Thursday 8th December

and this occasion was used to examine the four Part Three trainees
carried. With the submarine dived, the students were required to
conduct many practical ship functions in all departments through-
out the submarine., At the end of the day three had passed and were
awarded their submarine badges and one had a partial failure and
was to be re-examined. This sailor passed and was awarded his
submarine badge on Monday 19th December. A total of seven sailors
qualified for submarines during the deployment.

B« The remainder of the passage was uneventful, but a long
swell and choppy seas made the casing too wet for general access
whilst making way. However ONSLOW stopped for an hour most days
to allow the ship's company to stretch their legs and get some sun
and fresh air. On two occasions 'hands to bathe' was piped. The
chefs also managed a magnificent effort to put on a special dinner
for each mess in turn. Thus on the passage to Albany, the ship's
company were well employed and happy to be heading home. The
passage was topped by a most welcome and successful mail drop from
an 11 Squadron ORION aircraft on Friday 9th December which also
brought a selection of national newspapers thus allowing the crew

to catch up on world news.

7 ONSLOW berthed at Albany at 1000(-8) on Sunday 11th
December. This was the first non-naval Australian port that ONSLOW
had visited and it was, by all accounts, most successful, The
Commanding Officer called on the Mayor (Mr.H.J.Smith) at 1100(-8)
and the call was returned at 1145(-8). After the formalities were
over, the ship's company found the local populace most hospitable
and friendly and were tremendously well looked after., A reception
was held for the officers at the Town Hall where many new friends
were made, and ONSLOW held a Cocktail Party at the end of the visit
which was most successful and an excellent occasion for saying

- thank you - for the kindnesses received. HMS RHYL (Commander
P.C.Phipps, Royal Navy) was also in Albany and a friendly relation-
ship was struck up. HMS RHYL was due to sail a day ahead of ONSLOW
but, due to a defect, sailed later the same day. Thus the headlines
in the local press at annex C, due to be printed after RHYL's
departure, caused some humourous legpulling and rivalry.

8, At 0900(-8) on Wednesday 14th December ONSLOW sailed
from Albany on the last leg of the passage home to Sydney.

illlitill/ThiS
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This was a fast passage of 11.3 knots overall, did not allow

time for a trim dive on the way, and was conducted on the surface
throughout. Strong winds of 35 knots were encountered across the
Great Australian Bight however the seas were from the quarter and
the motion never became uncomfortable., ONSLOW arrived off Sydney
Heads at 0400(-11) and anchored in Watsons Bay at 0530(-11), 93
days after leaving in September. After clearing customs and being
welcomed by the Commander, First Australian Submarine Squadron,
ONSLOW berthed at HMAS PLATYPUS at 1000(-11) to a welcome by a
large gathering of ONSLOW families. This was a fitting end to what
had undoubtedly been a most successful and enjoyable deployment.

9, ONSLOW remained alongside PLATYPUS for the remainder of

the month, The submarine was open to visitors during the PLATYPUS
open day and many families were shown through. Otherwise the ship's
company have been enjoying a well earned Christmas stand-off,

omall defect repairs have been carried out during this period, but
the submarine generally remains in a good mechanical state.

e = Throughout the deployment the health and morale of the
ship's company has been excellent., The end of the month saw them
in good spirits, happy to be back with their families. With
January and February including local running and leave before
deploying again in March, the families can look forward to seeing
more of their men. The conduct of the ship's company remains
good.,

I have the honour to be

er,
.'f-.

Your obedient servant.

(AA<TTSMITH)
Lieutenant Commander
Royal Navy

Commanding Officer

Annexes: A. Steaming Data - December 1977
B. Exercises Conducted during December 1977
C. News Headlines in Albany
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Annex A to HMAS ONSLOW
Commanding Officer's
letter 1/16/8005

dated 1st January 1978

STEAMING DATA - DECEMBER 1977

Distance run during December Surfaced 4321 Miles,

Dived 77 Miles,

Time underway during December Surfaced 389 Hours.

Dived 16 HGHI’S.

Distance run since commissioning 19,162 Miles,

Time underway since commissioning 2,672 Hours,
IECTRIOTER
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Annex B to HMAS ONSLOW
Commanding Officer's
letter 1/16/8005

dated 1st January 1978

EXERCISES CONDUCTED DURING MONTH OF DECEMBER 1977

2nd December

3rd December

5th December

8th December

20th December

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

_Man Overboard

Training Dive

General Safety Evolutions
Training Dive

Attacked HMAS STALWART

Battery Fire

Controlled Watershot Calibrations

Training Dive
Part Three Examinations

Small Arms Firing
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Annex C to HMAS ONSLOW

Commanding Officer's

letter I/I6/8005
dated Ist January I978,
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' ﬁms Onslow,

'nl submarine, and in kee

L
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WHG WAS

Onsiow was named after the town in Wm Amlralia.

' The name Onslow is steep-
ed in history. In the reign
of Henry II1 the name was
assumed from the Lordship
of Ondeslow. The Onslow
- family was anciently seated
“in Shropshire from where
the nsiows  provided
England with many eminent
lawyers, clergy and seamen,
" ‘The present Earl of Onslow
Bives in Guildford.

The Onslows featured pro-
minently in early Australian
history. The  founder,
Arthur  Pooley  Onslow
arrived in Sydney in 1827,
became  surveyor and
gearcher in Custofis House
and the clerk of the ex-
ecutive council. He had two
pong, Arthur Aleéxander,
who became a post captain
fn the Roval Navy, and
Alexander Campbell, .

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Alexander Cunphﬂ Ons-
low returned to England
where he was called to the
bar in 1868. He returned to
Australia and rose to
eminence hemmi the
Attorney General of West-
ern Australia and, in 1883,
the State’s Chief Justice. Ho
was knighted in 1895, The
town of Onslow is named
after him,

HMAS Onslow was bmlt
at Greenock, Scotland, by
Scotts, was launched by
Princess Alexandra and was
commissioned on December
22, 1969. After work-up and
trials in the United King-
dom, Onslow arrived in
Australin to join the First
Australian Submarine
Squadron on July 4, 1970.
Onslow completed a two

too Dnckynrd in Apn! 19‘?7

where she was fitted with

the latest sonar detection
¢quipment, Being extremely
quiet in operation, armed
with homing tnrpeciﬂes and

able to stay submerged for

weeks,  Onslow
as an extremely

many
emerges

- versatile and effecuve sub-

marine,
Commanding officer of
the HMAS Onslow,~ Lt

Commander A. S. L. Smith
was educated at the famous

Kent school of Tonbridge. -

He joined the Rovyal Navy
in 1964 at the Brittania
Royal Naval College, Dart-

mouth, Basic Naval train-

ing took three years whi-.ch

included a training cruise to-

the West African Coast In
HMS Eastbourne. -

year refit at Vickers Cocka-g Hls first ships in the Rﬂwl

Hn the

vy were .HMS Relentless
West Inr.i:es and HMS
Leopard on ~ Mombassa
Patrol., He entered sub-
marines in October 1968 at

HMS Dolphin, imninil his
ifu'st -~ ‘submarine,

Alaric in Nﬂvember that
year.

- HMAS Onslow left from

Sydm:y on September 19 of

this vyear. 1t arrived at
Cairns on October 13 where
it stayed for these days; It
'then went on an exerc¢ise

Aust raﬁaq
After this

o ———

ips. . .
gII‘: continued on

and wall

known as Southern Cross 11,
with two Indian and two

“shEdl L ] e o i
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ARY STOCKS
ROUND HMAS ONSLOW

nn:podwﬁﬂtnhhny,ishusedmthanﬁﬁsh“()bemn"dm:
ng with tradition has a name cnmmench:g with the letter ‘0’

to Smgapore On the wn}r
back it was involved in an
exercise with United States,
British =~ and  Australian
ships.

The ships 1nvnlw.d in the
operation were HMAS
Rhyl, USS Midway, HMAS
Stalwart,

which  fleet commander
bmé“l McDonald was on
oar

Lt Commander Smith m—,
fumd that HMAb Onslow |

‘sank” them "ali and left!
: .-"wuhaut frace.

The submarine came to!
Albany on its way home to !
Sydncgr It expects to arrive

ne

RFA Tarbatness

.and = HMAS Supply __on

before Christmas,

Sydney.

ve been away fﬂrfr
about 95 days on arrival in

e crew ¢éame to A-’Ibanﬂ

for n rest as thev have been

Hiving in cramped conditions

for some time. Lt Com-
mander Smith said, “We |
have been looked after
extremely well in Albany
and are enjoving our sfay.”
He also said, “The men

. have  been living close -to-

gether and the community

‘relationship is very close.

They are all missing their
wives and sweethearts.”
HMAS Onslow is about

‘88 metres long draws abou

6 metres and 2600 tonnes o
displacement. What fnu can
m frmn the jetty

. there is pl:uty nf
shlp underncath.
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