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DEPT. OF <
(NAVY)
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Sir,

I have the honour to submit |
l.' l.si ‘m' - mm“ m far nh “

Isbruary:
S 4 . '
H::E.:fﬁ:m with H.¥.A.8, "AUSTRALIA" (Flag of

end H.¥.N.2.8, "LEANDEZR® rocedl '
wards from Sydney to ;ut & convoy h;& for ?um.
At about 2330 recelved

M' hh IH‘ICI‘.E. tﬂ

rroceed
':i Meltourne. Set course for Bass Stralg,

- Srd.
4th, |
Sth, No leave granted as ship had ipec
been warned
orders. oﬁu regel ved :2 ;Nu:ﬁ-tilm
Ny leave nted during
- ort ?hﬂz.p feads ab
ﬁ? m‘ 1." w ” Mt.. -
relisved Act Comrande
& ve Officer, m g
, 8th.

érrived Premantle at
« OUranted all night

oth failed
» 3 m::'floo. with orders to proceed to Batavia, ©cpeed

lo0th, At 0030 received order “reman
8 to ret
course 1800, Arrived g: :: 1400 .3" oy

"reman secured
alongside. Fuelled,

S s nrglt:f 8ll nizht lesave throughout
10th « |

13th, —

this perled H.¥.A.3, "CANBR mA®
" 18th Pedbrusry, mfr in the ¢ e
and |

elous crossing of the indiscator
!t cloged motor boats sent tl
Salling of "CANBRVZA® delayed,
located and "CANBERFA"™ salled laterin

14th, Salled at 0030 and

N o L R

order fuel nﬁt.
cppntm:lt;_tf fuelling was somewhat hllnn(t:: -~

15th,
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16th,

Orders recelved that tankers were to proceed into
gmg;hsmg:?ﬂm of Conve: transferred to
eDe . - . g

17¢h, In accordsnce with arrangements msde with H.¥.A4.8.
"ADELAIDE"™, before she perted ¢ on 15th February,
"ADELATDE" rejoined convoy at and "PERTH" then
E«“ @t high speed to Premsntle to complete with
le At the same time conv ntbnmus the five
tankers proceding Into Fremsntle and “s, JACOB®
eontinuing to the northward, escorted by "ADELATDE",
"PENTE"'g aireraft garried out a reconnalssance to
north and west of the convoy during the forencon.

Arrived Fremantle at 1450, fuelled. Due to elight delay
in fuelling ar nts "PERTE™ 414 not sail until
1800, and contact with "ADELAIDE®™ was not made until
after dark, about 2200, VADELAIDE® them parted company
end 'rmn‘. eéscorting "sS., JACOR", proceded on course
for Oosthaven. Speed of advance sdbout 10 knots.

¥hilst at Premantle informstion had been recelved that the
mmarm merchant vessels, dus to bave Joined the
eonvoy

Fremantle, were not yet ready toc sall, but
would overtake -mfﬁ" and 'S, R’:u' later, ¥

18th. The first of these two merchant vessels joined from sstern
&t abeut lo00,.

19¢th, The remaining merchant vessel overtook the convoy at about
1000, o eting mw;h!nhipl- bue to lack of
accommodation In Y3, JACCE®, Commodore was transferred
to the latest arrivel.

20th At 1100 a 8 vessel was sighted to the mtnr&.
or Cloased up to lst of readiness and closed to
2lst, investigate., Vessel tummed cut to de Phosphate Company's

vessel, southward bound from Christmas Island,

21st. At 2100 signal was received orde "PERTEY to reverse
goursge gonvoy and return with it to Prermantle.

22nc, At 0800 received sl from A,CeN.B, to Admirelty asking
1f "PERTE" was still required in ABDA Arvea. s was
fﬁllﬂﬂ; at 1400 b’ a lml from C.C.CeFs t0 "PERTH"

mm:thwh sperse convoy, with orders to return to
Fremantle, and te proceed to Patavis with all despatoh,
5 § eonvoy and set course for “unda Stralt, speed

28 ots.

As no knowledge possessed of the state of navigationsl
lights In Sunda Strait and along the Java Coast and
whether pe of “unda Stralt was sible during
darkness, U% sllence was broken at 1700 and a .;im
BAde o CoCuCoF. asking him to inform us of o table
EeTeAe at Batavia. No reply to this signal was received.

After dark a signal was received from A.C.Y.B, giving a
:ICI from & coast watolsr on Christmas Island of an
Suo transperte seen AQBESSONIG tbo. Tolons iy ihe ™
o tra seen __ .
afternoon, 4lthoug %ﬂ'liom was taking her close
to Christman m 1t was declded to take no sotion
until daylight, before which time further informstion on
the unidentified force might be e peted. Arrangements
were made to fly off the aireraft for a reccnnalssance
early the next day.

— '\—'—-I j --* .
..4'.-.-'-_ & - |

—_— oW o smm - = =
B - —— - - — — i — T '.-—"._- el
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Eebruary:

83rd. By daylight no further information on the
off Christmag Igland the day before hud
80 course® was altered to pass 50 miles east of Uhris

force

Island at about noon, and 1t was decided to
airoraflt for a reconnaissance st ﬁfﬁ!.

were sighted to the N.BE., Assumed |

and cloged them. They turned cut to be the U.d. Ships
*BLACE VAWE® and ", with one submarine and two
destiroyers, bound from Christmas Island to Derwin. As
this was cbviocusly the force re by the coast watcher
the previous day, course was altered to pass 10 niles -
east of Christmas Tsland at 1200, when course was lald
direct for Sunda Stralt.

Java Fead u?u was sighted at 1830, During the da
movement signals, re ng to movementa through
Strait mm the night, bad been interc ‘m but none
bed contai any mention of "PERTEY, !2 ence was
min hrmu‘ therefore, and a signal bassed to C.C.C.F.sand

RYEOROUGE" (who, from signals menticned sbove, was
etrriomlz en patrel in Sunds Streit) giving '_l‘nﬁiﬂ"l
BeToA, 2 'r:mm Prick as 0630 (=7§)/24. GSpecd was
reduaed to orm to this time,

24th, Reached examination vessel off Tandjoeng Priok at 0630 and
was bur:ﬂ b’hng:h ornwg who ti;' safe
ﬂﬁz the harbour, to await a pilot, It.m; Welghed
at 0900 and proceded into harbour, securing alongside

m};&-r "WAF SIRDAR™ at 1000 in the cuter harbour. e

At noon T landed with Captain waller and _ tc Navy
Office, Batavia, On arrival we lsarnt t CuCeleF. was
on & visit to Bandoeng and, finding no mesbers of the
cperations staff present, wo returned to the shipe

Alr raid warning received st 1415. Attack doveloped on
the harbour at 1530. Une plene, making & shallow dive
attack at "PENTH” from right ahesd was detorred in this
by a timely salve of barrage fire from "' turret which

various
unda

ired pilot to release his bombs prems z and
beat & hasty retreat. This planc wss however, hit by
fire from the pomepoms and retired emitting smoke and
obvicusly badly damaged. The bombs, unf hlg;tfon
on two vessels moored aheed of "PERTE®,
luckily 1ittle and four casualties were caused,
The small size of bombs dropped in this reild was most

noticeable rticularly in cne stick which fell close to
B, S, 'nﬁ'rﬁ{'m it

ctually sank & boat at the lower
boom without damaging the -g!p.

Pue to the air raid snd slow speed of o!%ﬁmniu wes
not completed until after dark, when " shifted
berth to alongside in the 3rd harbour.

25th. HeWaA,2, "HOBART" arrived early and secured al ide
"EAR SIRDARY, received at atstack
on the burbour developing ab Phree
fighters made a low _zlng mashine attack on the
wharf near “PruTe®, AR SIHDAR™ hit by bomb, foreing
"HOBART®™ to move out to the anchor outside the barbour,
Thie precluded the transfer of two eors (Pay.Lioute
who hed bota Seiing piesass 18 SraiTEs fos Teapante sl
w | n _ or e
mm:-%mmtumnutumm
whon the alr reid warning necessitated postponing the
boat trip. Subsequent events rendered this transfer

impossidle.
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25th At 1230, soon after the comclusion of the alr rald, orders
{(contd) were received for all ships in herbour to raise steem and

report when ready to proceed,

Salled at 1500 in with H.¥, Ships "ZXETER®

"ELECTEA" and -:m- with marf to pnoni eastwards
&t 20 knots. H.¥.A.8, 'H&L‘ﬂ' wvags expecied to overtake
us later, after fuelling, but she 41d not do this.

86th, Puring the night orders were received to join the Allled
Squadron in the Fastern Javs Sea at a rendesvous to de
appcinted by Rear-Admiral Doorman, R.N.¥., in command of

¢ Squadron. A lster signal geve this rendezvous as
Sourebays Herbour.

"JUPITER®,

Arrived st the approaches to the Weastern Entrance of
Sourabays at 1200 and anchored 2 miles north of the doekyard
at 18600, Ceptain Waller proceded to & conference on shore
with Rear=idmiral Doormen and the Comsending Officers of
the cther Allled ships. An olling berth slongeide had been
made avallable, but as orders were received to be ready to
sall at 1800 there was insufficient time to fuel.

Salled at 1930 in compa with the Duteh Crulesers "DE RUYTER®
and -lei" GeBa8e ‘!’&!". EeMo2s 'm.‘ twoe Lutech
uﬂrmﬂ, four U.S, destroyers, M.¥. Ships "JUPITER®,
"ELECTRA®™ and “ENCOUNTER®, sared the protective minefisld:

&t 2200 snd set course tc the esstward, along the north

cosst of Madurs Islend, at 20 knots.

g7th, Course was altered 180° at about 0100. At daylight the
Squadron was off Soursbays but course was continued to the
westward for some hours and then sgeln reversed for Sowre
abaya. During the forencon eneny alreraft were continuouse
shadowing us, and ¢ few bombs were dropped Ly single,
no

1
bI flying planes, but no big attacks were made and
h‘lﬁ Hw: :

- The subsequent moverents of the Sguadron, with a ropéﬂ on
the day and niﬂ:-a:ngmu which took place Letween
Sourabays and Island, formed the subject of a

soparate report submitted by Ceptaln Weller on arrival
at Betavia on 28th February.

28th. At 0230 "PERTH" amd U.%,5. "HOUSTON" were in position
6° 16' 2, 110° 81' K, (a o)y proceding Satavia st
28 knots. As 1t was not what had to the
destroyers sttached to the Squadron, a genersl ¥/T signal
was ordering all Allied warships to proceed to Batavia,
this having been Rear-Admiral Doormsn's intention for all
ships after an engagement in the Eastern Juva Ses.

Enemy alreraft were observed shadowing "PERTE" during the
forancon. |

The oxamination vessel cutside Tendjoeng Pplok was reached
at 11303 alter pluiq through the protective mineficlds
a pillot was embarked, "PERTH® gntered harbour and secured
et 1430 alongside in 2nd Narboure. U.S.%, "HCUSTOR®

followed "PERII™ into harbour and secured alongeide in
ord Hardour, ;

The subsequent movexents of H.M.A.S. 'um't covering her

salling from Tandjosng Pplick and final on, will form
the g:nt of a separate report, A
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Royal Australian Nany.

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

Hﬂ'; ttttttttttt

From «.. The Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S."PERTH",
Date ... 3rd February, 19i2. No. 191/3.
TO sesee Rear-Admiral Commanding, H.M.A. Squadron.

WAR DIARY - JANUARY, 1942.

18t Ship was in company with "Australia" (flag
of F.0.C.A.S. ), "Canberra" and "Achilles"
forming escort of convoy g"Aquitania",
"Sarpednn“ and "Herstein") from Sydney to
Et Moresby. Noon Position (-10)
' 8 152" 30" R

2nd "Swan" and "Warrego" joined conyoy escort at
1500. Noon Position (-10) 13° 25' s

149° 43' B,

3rd Flew off aircraft at 0950 for inner A/S
patrol ahead of convoy. Aircraft recovered
at 1210. Noon Position (-11) 9° 54' s.
147° 03' E. Entered Port Moresby at 1510
and secured alongside "Canberra" to take
in oil fuel. Ships boats used for
disembarking troops from "Aguitania".

Lth Shifted berth from alongside '"Canberra" to
anchorage at 0030. Weighed at 0630 and .
proceeded in company with "Australia"
and "Achilles" for Noumea. Noon
Position (-11) 10° 43' s. 147° 56' E.

5th Carried out fire distribution exercise at
smoke burst targets during the forenoon.
| Noon Position (=11) 15° 59' 8. 152° Li4' E

6th Carried out range and inclination exercise
during the forenoon.
Noon Position 1) 21° 24' s. 1589 02' E.

7th Carried out range and inclination exercise
followed by manduvres during the forenoon.
Noon Position (-11) 22° 36' sS. 165° 43' E.
Passed through Bulair Passage at 1530 and
Anchored in Great Road, Noumea, at 1700.
Weighed at 1840 and proceeded alongside
Oiler "Falkefjell" which had gone alongside
"Australia'". Slipped at 2330 and proceeded
to anchorage.

8th At Noumea. Leave granted from 1315 to 1800.
9th Sailed at 0800 in company with "Australia"

(flag of F.0.C.A.S.) and "Achilles". When
clear of Bulair Passage set course 1439,

speed Of ceeeees

— —-‘—J

- - | e — - = S — = = —
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-~ + "perth's 191/3

of 3rd February, 1942. Page 2.
<C\\
» £ Q% 0% speed of advance 15 knots.
Q% VWY Noon Position (-11) 22° 56' S. 166° 24' E.

1\
> 10th Carried out range and inclination exercise
during the forenoon, followed by the
firing of two salvoes throw-off at "Achilles"
to test rangefinders.
Noon Position (-11) 27° 54' s. 170° 41' E.

11th Noon Position (-12) 32° 13' § 175° o4' E.
At 1330 sighted "Leander" escorting convoy
Z 8 6 ("Rangitira", "Wahine" and "Port
Montreal"), Altered course to the north
ward and remained ahead of it during the
day, closing to three miles ahead of it
at sunset.

12th At daylight the squadron started to draw
further shead of the convoy. Carried out
range and inclination exercise during the
forenoon. Noon Position (-12) 28° 01' s.
176° 48" E, Closed to three miles shead
of the convoy at sunset.

13th Drew shead of convoy after daylight. Carried
out range and inelination exercise during
the forenoon. Noon Position (-12)
220 uut 8 177° 08' E. With "Achilles"
parted company from "Australia" at 1800
and joined convoy to act as escort for
"Rangitira", who left convoy at 1900 and
proceeded to Lautoka.

14th Left "Rangitira" off Navula Passage at 0800
and proceeded to Suva in company with
"Achilles". Arrived at 1300 (-13). O0Oiled
from Oiler "Falkefjell"., Gave leave from
1400 to 1800.

15th Sailed at 0600 in company with "Australia"
(flag of F.0.C.A.S.), "Leander", "Achilles"
and F.S. "Le Triomphant". The latter
parted company at 1100_and returned to Suvae.
Noon Position (-13) 19° 18' s. 177° 28' E.

16th Exercised manguvres and range and inclination
exercise during the forenoon. At 1100
"Australia" fired two salvoes 8" full
calibre throw off at "Perth", and "Perth"
fired two salvoes 6" full calibre throw
off at "Australia" to check range finders.
Noon Position (-12) 22° 31' 8. 170° 51' E.

17th Exercised H.A., firing at smoke burst targets
and mancuvres. "Achilles" detached at 1130
to proceed to Auckland.
Noon Position (-11%) 272 01' 8 165° 18' E.
18th Noon Position (-11) 30° 41' s. 159° @o' E.

19th¢--¢vt--t
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20-22nd

25rd

2l-26th

27th
28th

29th

50th

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

nary 1942, Page 3.

Carried out range and inclination exercises
followed by manduvres during the forenoon.
At 1233 "Perth" attacked an A/S contact,
later classified as "non-sub". Passed
Sydney Heads at 1400 and secured to No. 1
buoy. Embarked oil fluel, ammunition and
provisions.

In Sydney. Stores and provisions embarked.
On 21st three Wirraway aircraft carried
out dummy dive-bombing attacks on the ships
of the squadron in harbour. Concentration
communication exercises carried out with

"Leander".

Sailed at 1050 in company with "Australia"
(flag of F.0.C.A.S.~- and"Leander". At
1230 carried out H.A. firing at sleeve
target, followed by exercising manduvres.
At 1615 exercised H.A. barrage fire at
sleeve target. At 1830 carried out full
calibre simultaneous firing at B.P.T.,
"Perth" and "Leander" cdtentrating. At
2030 squadron acted independently to carry
out single ship full calibre firing at B.P.T.
"Perth" fired at 2230 and then returned to
harbour, passing Sydney Heads at 2345 and
gsecuring to No.3 buoy.

In Sydney. Embarked oil fuel and. provisions.
Carried out concentrastion exercises with
"Leander" daily,(except Sunday 25th). On
ohth airecraft carried out an A/S patrol of
the harbour approaches from 1230 to 1430,

Sailed at 1130 in company with "Australia"
(flag of F.0.C.A.S.), "Leander" and "Adelaided
Carried out H.A. firing at sleeve target
at 1230. At 1616 "Perth" obtained an A/S
contact and counter-attacked with one
charge. Later classified as "non-sub".

Exercised manolivres and carried out range and
inclination exercise during the forenonn.
Catapulted aircraft at 1025 to investigate
smoke reported on the horizon, but nothing
was seen, Aircraft returned at 1135.

Noon Position (-11) 320 18' 8. 157° 57' E.

Exercised mancuvres and range and inclination
exercises during the forenoon. At 1130
sighted convoy consisting of S.S."Mariposa"
and S.S. "President Coolidge", escorted by
U.S.8. "Pheonix". |
Noon Position (-11) 31° 00' 8. 164° 54' E,
Squadron took station ahead of convoy.

At 1400 "Adelaide" was detached to join
convoy escort,

At 0500 speed was increased and Squadron
gradually drew ahead of convoy. During

the forendONeessccee

\
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"perth's" 191/3

of 3rd February 19,42, Page L.
EARH " % J
ey Eff 3 | et
..iﬁﬁﬁ?}“Wh" the forenoon "Perth" carried out A/S trials
|\ to test maximum range of both sets.

Noon Position (-11) 34° o4' S. 1589 18' E.
At 1700 "Leander" carried out single ship
6" full calibre throw off firing at

"Australia", followed by Squadron dummy
torpedo attacks.

318t Passed Sydney Heads at 0905 and secured to
No. 1 buoy. Embarked oil fuel and fresh
provisions. Sailed at 1730, in company |
with "Australia" (flag of F.0.C.A.S.) and
"Leander". Cleared outer end ‘of searched
channel at 1845 and set course 080° for
rendezvous with "Achilles". - :

MONTH'S STEAMING: -

Days at Sea - 24
Steaming Time - 20 days 8.7 hours.
Distance Steamed - 8699 miles

- 1718 knots.

Average Speed

\ % N/ - (HeM.L. Waller)
A\ S Y4 CAPTATIN.
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Royal Australian Nany.

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

llllllllllll

From ... The Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S."Perth".

DE‘EE " e ?thi JE.IluEII‘:;T, 19}-!-2- I‘Tﬂ- 191"5
TO essee The Rear Admiral Commanding, H.M.A. Sguadron.

WAR DIARY - DECEMBER, 1 .

2nd

ord

Lth

5th

6th

7th
8th

el - —

On passage to Auckland. Exercised gunnery
drills and fire repair parties. DNoon
Position 34° 05' 8 160° 06' E.
Information received that S.8."Mariposa”
would sail from Auckland a day earlier
than expected, so speed was reduced in
anticipation of a rendezvous being
appointed.

Carried out gunnery drills. Noon Position
33% 52' 5§ 167° 32' E. Rendezvous
position north-east of North Cape recelved
and speed adjusted accordingly.

Sighted S.8."Mariposa" at 0806 and took
station ghead of her. At 1105 sighted
unknown merchant vessel, which was
satisfactorily identified as the S.S.
"Glenstrae". Flew off aircraft for dusk
reconnaissance. Noon Postion 33° L2' S
172" 49" B

Flew off aircraft for dawn reconnaissance.
During forenoon carried out range and
inclination exercise on "Mariposa'.
Exercised short range weapons at smoke
burst target. Noon Position 33° LO' S
1615 52 K

Carried out range and inclination eXercise
on "Mariposa"'" during the forenoon. Noon
Position 33° 57' 8 151° 33' E. Passed
Sydney Heads at 1310 and secured to No. 1
buoy. Fuelled. Aircraft proceecded to
Rathmines.

At Sydney. Ammunitioned and provisioned.
Aircraf't returned from Rathmines.

At Sydney. Sunday routine.

At Sydney. Began keeping A.A. defence watch
closed up in harbour in view of Japan's
entry into the war.

Sailed at 1500 for exercises. Carried out
L" H.A. firing at sleeve target, 6" day
full calibre at B.P. Target and 6" night
sub-calibre at B.P.Target. From 2200 to
0100 carried out several night encounter
exercises with the Free French destroyer
"Le Triomphant". At 0105 received orders
to proceed E.S.E. with all despatch in
company with "Le Triomphant!" Set course

|
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RESTRIOTEL

erth's 191-3 Page 2.
of 7th January, 1942.

110° and worked up to 28 knots. At 0940
reduced to 20 knots and at 1000 began a:-
patrol to the north-westward. At 1040
received orders to steer for Sydney. Noon
\ Position 35* 17' 8 155° L5' E.
Passed Sydney Heads at 2300 and secured to

No. 1 buoy.
11th-Dec 194/ At Sydney. Fuelled and ammunitioned.
12th At noon received orders to raise steam.

Sailed at 1645, followed by "Canberra", At
1900 took station on "Canberra'" at etiter
end of searched channel and set course to
the eastward. Object to cover shipping

in the Tasman, especially S.S5."Largs Bay"
sailing from Sydney to Auckland at 2130.

13th At 1015 @8Bdic detected "hydrophone affect".
Avoiding action taken and one depth charge
dropped. Noon Position 35° 21' S 154° 51'E
At 1300 "Canberra'" set course tn the north-
eagtward in accordance with instructions

received from F.0.C.A.S.

14th Lord Howe Island in sight at dawn 35 miles
to the south-eastward. Exercised R.D.F;
ranging on "@anberra'" to calibrate range-
finders. At 1115 set course for Brisbane
at 25 knots. ©Noon Position 29° 43' S

59" 59" B

15th Passed Cape Moreton at 03350. "Canberra®
ahead. Entered Brisbane River at 0700
and secured alongside Newstead Wharf at
1030 PF.0.C.A.S. hoisted his flag in
"Canberra'". Sailed at 14LL4O. Anchored in
iloreton Bay at 1715 to await "Canberra'.
Weighed at 1830 and proceeded ahead of
"Canberra'. Passed Cape lMoreton at 2200,
at which time "Canberra'" had overtakéen |
"Perth'". Took station ahead of "Canberra'.
At 2300, when clear of searched channel
get course 080° at 19 knots.

16th Carried out range and inclination exercise
with "Canberra', followed by R.D.F.
ranging exercise to calibrate rangeflndera.
Noon Position 26°L1'‘8S 158° 26' E

17th At 0815 asdic detected an echo. Avoiding
action taken and one depth charge dropped.
Not considered to be a submarine. Carried
out range and inelination exercise and
R.D.F. ranging exercise to calibrate
rangefinders, with "Canberra". Noon
Position 25° 11' 8 166° L42' E.
Both ships flew off aircraft at 1450 to
carry out a reconnaissance to locate .
U.S.S. "Pensacola" and a convoy. Aircraft -
returned at sunset with blank report. At
2000 course was set towards
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l RETRETEL, s 3

of 7th January, 19.2.

New Caledonia.

18th éz;LJf&ﬂ At daylight ships were about fifteen miles
gouth-west of Amedee Light; where "Perth's"
aireraft was flown off for reconnaissance
W of north-east coast of New Caledonia

between Tyo Pass and Cape Baye and
southwest coast between St.Vincent's Pass
and Port Buvai. Airecraft returned at
0815 with blank report. Aircraft flown

- off again at 1100 to take signals for
tginﬁmisaiun into Noumea and returned at
1545,
Noon position 22° 31' 8§ 165° 36' E,
ships being in the vicinity of this position
until 1630 when course was set to the
southwestward at 19 knots.

19th At daylight course was altered to the

westward. '"Canberra'" parted company

| at 0630 and proceeded to the southwest

 to attempt to make contact with "Achilles".

"Canberra" rejoined "Perth" about noon,
having been unsuccessful. Noon Position
25" 05" 8 1610 11" B, At 1230 course
was altered to the E.S.E. at 21 knots.
At 1840 the U.S.A., convoy, escorted by
U.S.S. "Pensacola" and with "Achilles" in
company, was sighted to the E.N.E. and
"Canberra'" and "Perth" closed the convoy
and took station on it for the night.

20th Flew off airecraft at 0745 for a
reconnaissance to the north-westward,
airecraft returning at 1100. "Canberra"
"Achilles" and "Perth" gave close cover
to the convoy during the day, forming
close escort to it at 1700 for the night.

| Noon Position 26° 09'Ss 160° 16'E.

| Suspicious ship sighted to the southward
at about 1730, but on investigation by
"Canberra" was found to be the Free
French A.M.C. "Cap des Palmes". At 1840
obtained a firm asdic contact which was
attacked with three depth charges. This
was subsequently proved to have been a
whale.

218t Flew off aircraft at 0645 for outer A/S patrol
ahead of the convoy. Aircraft recovered
at 0830, shore based Hudson aircraft having
arrived to take over the patrol.
"Perth" remained as close escort to the
convoy all day, "Canberra" and "Achilles"
giving close cover and subsequently pro-
ceeding ahead at 1900,
"Warrego" and "Swan" joined the convoy
escort at 09L0.
Noon Position 26° 50'S 156° 26'E.

22nd Convoy arrived at outer end of Brisbane
gsearched channel at 0,30, at which time
"Perth" proceeded ahead. Anchored in
Moreton Bay at 0800 and at 1100 proceeded
alongside oiler "Falkef' jell" which was

L——F-.—-_ == — — — e ——— = —=
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tant

"Perth

Of 7th January, 19.42.

25rd

2l th

25th
26th

27th

28th

29th
30th

318t

alongside "Canberra'.
"Achilles" salled at 1230. "Pensacola"

passed on her way up to Brisbane. at
1120. Slipped from alongside oiler at
1645 and proceeded to sea. Rendezvoused
with "Canberra'" at outer end of searched
channel at 2115 and course was set to
the S.S.E. at 16 knots.

Carried out range and inclination exercises
and calibration of rangefinders by R.D.F.
with the "Canberra'" during the Tforenoon.
Noon Position 30° 23's 155° L23'E.
"Achilles'" sighted at about 1645 and at
1750 course was set for Sydney. "Achilles"
joined up at about 1815.

Pagssed Sydney Heads at 08600 and secured to
No«1 buoy. Fuelled and embarked
ammunition, provigions and petrol.

Christmas Day routine.

Ship moved by tugs to Cockatoo dock at 0615.
Inclining experiment carried out during the
forenoon. Ship undocked at 1345 and was
towed by tugs to No. 1 buoy, securing at 1500.

Board of enguiry sat on damaged auxiliary
Jib of crane. Dockyard work carried out
to make crane serviceable without auxiliary
Jib. Leave granted till 2330 only.

Sailed from Sydney at 0900 in company with
"Australia" (Flag of F.0,C.A.S.) "Canberra"
"Achilles" and convoy consisting of
"Aguitania" (Commodore) "Sarpedon" and
"Herstein". Convoy bound for Port Moresby.
Cleared searched channel at 1200 and set

course 054°, 13 knots.
Noon Position 34° 05'S 151° L1'E.

Noon Position 30° 3i4'S 154° 38'E.

At 1700 obtained a firm contact and counter
attacked with two depth charges. Contact
later classified as "non-sub'",

Noon Position 25°* 59's 155° 03'E.

Noon Position 21° 1L'S 154° 15'RE.

MONTH'S STEAMING: -

Days at Sea - 24

Steaming

Time - 20d. ll-%}lrﬂl

Distance: Steamed 8855 miles
Average Speed - 18*3 knots

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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Rogal Australian Nauy.

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

From ... The Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S. "Perth".
Dﬂt& 'R 8 I]EEEI‘ﬂbEI‘, 19;4.1. ~o. -""“?f-J

TO veeese The Rear Admiral Commanding, H.M.A. Sgquadron.

18t - 19th Alongside Garden Island, Sydney.

19th- 20th Docked in Sutherland Dock, Cockatoo Island,
for T.A. and Inclining Tests and bottom
scraping.

12th Embarked torpedoes.

13th-14th Embarked ammunition.

15th Embarked warheads and depth charges.

17th=-22nd Embarking stores. Completion date for

: refit, 22nd.
25rd. D.G. raning and swinging ship.
2Lth Sailed Sydney 0900. Carried out full

power trial. Arrived Sydney 1700.
Fuelled. Sailed Sydney for Port Philip
20350,

25th On passage. Exercised general quarters,
cruising and defence stations, collision
stations, changing over steering positions.
Noon Position - 37° L45'S. 150° 12'E.

26th Entered Port Philip 0845. Exercised mooring
and un-mooring. P.M. underway. Exercised
6" Sub-calibre firing at Pattern V1 target.
Durmy dive-bombing attacks carried out by
Wirraways. Air-craft catapulted and
recovered at anchor, and exercised in V/S
and W/T communication while in flight, and
in bombing at splash target.

27th A.M. Drills at anchor. P.M. Underway.
Dummy dive bombing attacks by Wirraways.
6" Sub-calibre at Pattern VI target.
Fired torpedo at Smoke Float target.
Air-craft catapulted, exercised in V/S
signalling and spotting and hoisted in
underway. Carried out M/F D/F calibration.
After dark exercised night action and re-
pelling E-boat attacks using own boats.

28th A.M. Underway. Fired torpedo at Smoke
Float target. Catapulted Air-craft to
practice recovery underway, but breakdown
of Crane rendered this impossible. Sailed
for Sydney p.m., leaving Port Philip at
1345, Exercised night action.

29th On passage. Exercised gunnery drills.
Noon position - 35 12'S. 161 02! E.
Carried out 6" full calibre firing at B.P.T.

at 1600 and arrived Sydney 1750. Fuelled.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1074074



Royal Australian Nauy.

IN BREPLY PLEASE QUOTE

NO..cssvneniss ..P L
" & -
8 g 5)afer (continued) s 2.

30th Salled 1000 for Auckland. <
Noon Position -~ 34° 03's. 151 LO'E.
Exercised day and night action statlions.

MONTHS STEAMING :-

Days at Sea - {4

Steaming Time = Ld 12h.
Distance Steamed- 1,655 miles.
Average Speed - 15 « 3 Knots.

"4 ;r }I«W‘/:

| (HIMILI Waller)
CAYTZTAILID
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Date.....Bth. Novemher, 1941 . ...

Subject ...H.M.,A...S.BETH.,..HM...DIARI......QGMBEE.._lﬁlLi..

Bt 6339

Commontvealth of Qustralia

Bepartment of The Naby.

Ropal ugtralian Naby.

From ....The.Commanding. -0ffieery HoMuAs Sy -Perth - =

Reference No.......3958. /139........ K

Ship undergoing refit at Sydney throughout the

whole monthe

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

8th. October.

11th. October.

14th. October
to

21s8t. October

19th. October

20th. and 21st.
October
24th. October,

Provided ceremonial guard for

Navy Day appeal for War Loan in
Martin Place.

Provided ceremonial guard for
launching of H.M.I.S. Punjab.

Party of five officers and 104
ratings accomodated at Liverpool
Military Campe.

Fire eccurrigd at about 0100 in Bridge
superstructure and Seamen's Recreation
Roome Considerable damage caused to
electric leads.,

Board of Inquiry on the fire sat on
beoard.

Captain H.M.L.Waller, D.S.0., R.A.N.
assumed command,

ot T

(H-H.L.ﬂallal‘
CAPTAIN, R-A.ﬂ}
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8t 6339

Commontoealth of Australia

Bepartment of The Naby.

S ﬂ‘.l q‘ﬂik =
Qe ﬂ‘“ Ropal ustralian Naby.

,\ 1 L\
From ..The.Commanding. Q0fficer, HeMAeSe POrERe i S5

Date...A4th. -October, 1947 - Reference No......rff A B3D e

Subject W&DMY-SEMEM,‘JQM*

Ship undergoing refit at Sydnep throughout the
month.

18t, Septe. Captain Sir Philip W. Bowyer-Smyth, Bte., R.N,
relinguished command in favour of Acting
Commander C.R.Reid, R.A.N,.

11th, Septe New South Wales ratings of first leave perilod
returned from long leave, Second leave
period commenced.

14th. Septe. Ship fumigated.

15th. Septe The Hon. W.M. Hughes, Minister for tne Navy,
visited the shipe.
Interstate ratings of first leave returned
from long leave,

2hth, Sept. Ship undocked from Sutherland Dock, Cockatoo
Island and moved by tugs to alongside Cruiser

P Wharf, Garden Island.

e . S
SOUSTRATTAT SOV Acting Commander,
—~———— Commanding Officer,
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=N | N .ﬁ35f.;‘ .fgbgjg?:?p/kaqa' JO i
Commontvealth of Justtalia

Bepartment of The Naby.

Roypal ustralian Naby.

/ R The.Rear. . Admiral Commanding,. H.M.A.SQUadroDas. .. -

Subject .. WAR.-DIRRY. .~ AUGUST, 1941 e s

Date and Noon position or
Time Zone lace Remarks
. 18t,Aug -6 ge23's 92°17' ¥ -
2nd. -6% 10° 09' 8 98° 30' E -
3rd, -7 159 31' § 103° 07' E -
Lth. -T% 210 141' 8 107° 15%' E ——
5th, -8 26° 09' S 111° 09' E At 0830 sighted, closed and identified
thsggurwegiﬁn.tanker "Herborg", north-
bo -
6P -8 319 55' 8 115° 07' E Arrived Fremantle 1440, Secured
alongside in C Berth. Found in harbour
tcanberra and a troop convoye
Embarked oil fuel and provisions. Gave
night leave to one watch. Called on
| by Commander V,A.T.Ramage, H.M.i.S.Leeuwl
Tth. -8 Fremantle Sailed at 1630 for Sydneye.
8th. -8 350 u2' 8 118° 02' E -
9th. -9 36° 48' 8 1270 LOZ' E -
10th. -9 38° 18' 8 137° L4' E P
11 th. -9 38° u5' 8 147° 56' E pPassed Wilson's Promontory at 0800.
12th. -10 Sydney Arrived Sydney 0930, securing to Neo.1
Buoye Rear Admiral Commanding, H.M.A.
Squadron came on board and addressed
ships compnaye Commenced de-ammunitien-
ing P.M. | o
13th. Sydney His BExcellency the Governor General
came on board and addressed the ship's
company. First leave period commenced
~ PoeM. Completed de-ammunitioning.
18 . Sydney Ship moved by tugs and dry-docked a®
Cockatoo Island.
12th, to 31st. Sydaney @ Ship undergoing refit.

Steaming Particulars.

Distance steamed .ee see sse  see 460741 miles
Days 8l 8€8 eeve soe ee® 0o *e 12
Steaming tim€ « oce¢ oee see seoe 10 days 2 hours 48 minutes,

Average gpeed o eee oo soe tee 19 knots.

/ﬂ@{_ -
. _ ~ e = e
" Q\_’ Acting Commander,

Commanding Officer.

§

vy A
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ommontvealth of Fustralia

,E;c < . .‘"'\.,1
Bepartment of The Naby. f {) - 1}
_ 5%/ 201/ 779
’ "'--.-".W‘r F';r g \
i‘&upal Australian Naby. <VFibEYD
the Commanding Vfficer, H.M.A.S. Pertn ... . . .
Date...4the August, 1941  Reference No.....3333/339...... i
( 7, " Ihe Secretary, Naval Board, Melbournga
Subject.......EslehAeSe PERTH - WAR DIARY - JULY, 194%.
and Place or
P48 Zone Noon position : Remarks
Time Zone =13.
1 July Haifa Heturned to Haifa at dawn and fuelled,
subsequently shifting to Noe. 12 Berth,
2 July 332 26* & 35° 06' E Sailed at 0930 in company with NAIAD (C.S.
¢ 15) Kandahar, Kingston, Griffin, Havock.
IV] In early afternoon carried out a half-hour
. y /s bombardment of Vichy French batteries above
g 4/ Damour, On passage back to Haifa ship was
| o bombed by one friendly aircrafte No damage..
i Gn arrival off Haifa it was decided to keep
M (:/Vo* % “orce at sea. Patrolled off coast during
night.
3 July Haifa Heturned to Hal fa at daybreak and fuelled,

gsubsequently shifting to No. 12 Berth where
Griffin secured alongsides Ajax, Pnoebe,
Kimberley, and Hasty arrived P.Jl. Kandahar -

and Decoy salled.
Sailed at 2030 with Phoebe, Griffin, Kingatu:

and Hotspur in companye. Patrolled off coast
northward of Haifa during nigut.

4 July Haifa Returned to Haifa at daybreak and secured -
in No. 12 Berthe Lieut. A.H. Cooper, R.A.N
landed as Assistant Naval Liaigon Officer. .

5 July Haifa Weighed at 1100 in company with Ajax (CeSe
7) Carlisle, Jackal, Kingston, Griffin,
Nizam, Hotspur and Havock, Carried out ah
hour's bombardment of French batteries
behind Damour. Returned to Haifa at 1830.
Ship anchored outside harbour to embark
ammunitione Sailed at 2200 with Carlisle,
Nizam and Havock in company. Patrolled

to northwestward of Haifa during night. 33
6 July 33° 40' N 35° 14' E  Rendezvoused at daybreak with Ajaz (C.S.g,

and destroyers. Carried out two bombard=

ments during forenoon of a guarter and a )

half hour's duration of batteries above
Damour, Carried owmt further bombardment of
an hour's duration at 1600, Returned to
Hﬂif& at 2045- '

7 July 33° 19* N 35° 05! E Sailed at 0935 with Ajax (CeS.7) Jackal, -
Nizam, Havock, Hasty, - joined Carlisle,
Kimberley and Hotspur, Pgtrolled of £ Damour
during afternocon and sighted 13 French .
bombers who left sgquadron unmolested, due to
presence of protective fighters above it.
Returned to Haifa at 2000 and s ecured to o
Qil Wharf.

8 July Haifa About 20 German aircraft attacked town x
and harbour for two hours during night.

Mines and bombs dropped. Heavy attack but
no damage to ships.

----nitil/ 9 .Tuly'..

/
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(2)
Date and Place or

Time Zone Noon position Remarks
Time zZone =3 . Haifa . Shifted berth to No. 12 during
9 July forenoon, avoiding mined area. Sailed

at 2030 in company with Ajax,(CeS.7),
Griffin, Kimberley, Kingston, Hasty and
Hotspur. Patrolled to northwestward
of Haifa during night,.

10 July Haifa Returned to Haifa at daybreak and
secured in No. 12 Berth. Liecut. Cdr.
G-Clcﬂrter, ReAsNe jnined- Sent
armed guards to two destroyers for
potential duty with captured merchant
ships,

11 July Haifa Sailed at 2030 in company with Naiad
( CeS8e15) Griffin, Nizam and Kingston.
Patrolled off coast.

12 July Hal fa Returned at daybreak. Sailed again
at 2030 with Naiad, Kimberley, Hasty
and Hotspur, Patrolled off coast.

13 July Haifa Returned to No. 12 Berth at daybreak.
Hotspur secured alongsides Lieute.
Cooper rejoined shipe

14 July Haifa Sailed at 1730 in company with Naiad
(CeSe15) Phoebe, Griffin, Kimberley,
Havock and Hotspur for Alexandria.

1, July Alexandria Arrived Alexandria at noon and
. gecured in ¥2 Berth, Fuelled.
16 July Alexandria Dragte exchanged with R.A.N. destroye:

ag directed by FeN.De (about 120 men)o
Digembarked 4 barrelled pom-pom and

Breda gunse
17 July Alexandria Preparations for return to Australia
| continuedes
18 July Al exandria Large draft ex Waterhen joined for
passage to Australia. Sailed at 1700
19 July for Port Said. -
Port Said Arrived Port Said 0745 Secured in

6A Berth. Embarked catapult, which
was secured only against bad weather
and not for operatinge Proceeded into
Canal at 1400, Intered Lake Timsah
at 1840 and came to at single anchor
for the nighte Imbarked Walrus
aircrafte.

20 July Suez Canal Continued passage of canal at 0900,
From Km. 132 to Port Tewfik ship was

preceded by magnetic and acoustic
sweepers, as several unexploded mines
or bombs had to be passed. Arrived
Port Tewfik at 1500. Sailing orders
received from NeOuIeC. Port Tewfik.
Embarked maile.e Proceeded into Gulf
of Suez at 1600, preceded by magnetic
gweeper through Newport Channel,

| 21 July 24° 44% X 35” 50t B Cleared Gulf of Suez at 0145, Passed
Daedalus Light House at 1130.

22 July 18° 34* X 39° 43' E Streamed paravanes at 1845 for passag
through shallow water at southern end
of Red Sea.

23 July 120 25t N 43° 56' B Passed Perim at 0955, Arrived Aden

at 1645 and secured in No. 4 Berth,
Fuelled, Found H.M.A.S. Auatralia in
harboure. Sailed at 2120 for Colomboe.

24 July 12° 59¢ ¥ 50° 08* B ) On passage
25 July 12° 02* N 58° 46' E ; to
26 July 90 57%' N 65° 56' E Colomboe

--:.---------/27 ;.rl.lly.,.
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(3)

Date and Place or

Time Zone Noon position _ Remarks

T me Zﬂﬂa - . .

27 July 8% 20" N 72° 41* E At 0545 sighted unknown steamer on

port bow, “losged her and satisfactorily
egtablished her identity as 5.5.Khlos
(Greek) = westbound. Passed close
gouth of Minikoi Island at 1300,

Time Zone =5%

28 July Colombo Arrived Colombo at 1200, Secured in
No. 10 Berthe JFound in harbour H.l.
Ships Hawkins and Ceres. Embarked
fuel and water, Draft of 8 ratings
joined for paassage to Australia. Gave
leave to one watch from 1340 to 0630/29.

29 July Colambo Embarked mail for Fremantle, Gave
leave to other watch from 1315 to 2300,
30 July 50 43* N 80° 07 E Sailed for Fremantle at 0700, At 1055

closed and satisfactorily established
identity of S.S. Rodsley (British) bound
for Colombo and at 1455 established
identity of S.8. Nancy Moller (British)
bound from elbourne to Aden.

31 July 0° 15 X 86° 13" B On passzage to Fremantlee.

NOTES.

1e After leaving Suez action stations were exercised
daily shortly before sunset, principally for the benefit of
the many new ratings recently joinede

2o Weather experienced in the Red Sea was very hot as
the ship had a following wind throughout. The passage from
Aden to Colombo was fa# calmer than expected as the monsoon
wag remarkably weak for the time of year,

STRAMING PARTICULARS. *

DistantBicsesnsssssscssssess JUGN By MiLlEN
St&ﬂmj.ﬂg BiNBessecansessossns 1 da,Y'E 22 hﬂurﬂ
Average Paﬂd-l-----------ii 10«4 knots

Days al SeRessssssssssssscns 27 days.

o

— i PSS
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* ; // "-!-E;T— 5t 6339
Commontwealth) of Justralin » Na,

| ‘{WN Bepartment of The Naby. ] -"'f 7/,349// 77? i 1
A& _

AP N Ropal Justralian Nabyp. s

‘"’fv:;:" ' From The Commanding foicar, ..,H'M""S' PERTH

ananan

EEmaagas P Pt PR SR S P S PP R R R

Date
Time Zoneg = Place Remarks

lat.June Ship remained in Alexandria making good
to #]l exandria damage and defects caused by bomb hit and
24th, June near misses experienced during the battle
for and evacuation of Cretes Remained =
alongside until 7th. June when ship mowved
to buoys F 4 and 4A to watch demilitarised
French warshipse Night air raids were
experienced on 4th., 7th., 18th., 21st. and
23rd.

25the June Alexandria Sailed at 1530 with Carlisle in companye.-
Carried out test 4" and 6" firingse
Shaped course for Haifae.

26ths June Haifg Arrived Haifa at 1030 and secured stern
to main breakwater in Noe 12 Berth,
Najiad, flying flag of Vice Admiral King,
Senior Officer of ¥orce B, operating off-
Syrian coaste

.
27+th.June Haifa Sailed at 2030 with Kandabhar, Griffin and
Havock in companye. Destroyers carried out
TeSuDeSe sweep of waters between Damour
and Beirut.

28th. June Haifa Returned to harbour at 0600 and sailed
again at noon in company with D 14 in Jervis
Kingston, Nizam, Decoy and Hotspurs
Carried out daylight bombardment in vicinity
of Yamour, ship ‘s partidcular target being
a battery adjacent to W/T mast at Khan, six
miles gsouth of Beirut, Returned to harbour
at 1930 and secured in 12 Berthe

29th. June Haifa Air raid warning 13 minutes P.Me

30th, June Haifa Air raid warnings 31 minutes during
- forenoons Sailed at 2015 with Kingston,
Havock and Hotspur in companye Swept to

westward avoiding track of Parthian
Wﬁ;ﬁ(’! returning to Haifae

Mﬁ STEAMING PARTICULARS =~ JUNE, 1941.

0{/ 0 Dlsta.nce TEREE sesss sesnee 782e4 nautical miles
Steamlng time . eenee TEEEE 1 day 16 hours
Average gpeed . e ssssas 19;5 knots
Days at sea +se scesee osesese 5

L T B R N e T T Rl
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(2)

mte n._-ﬂ'lln

CeBe

10May 349 04" ¥ 19° 00 B Rejoined Battleflest at 0800 7t

Alr raid

Alexandria

ahead of

proceedad

with econvenient deaspateh at

3

mum.ﬂ

minutes.

Aexniria and

]

11 May 31" 30" ¥ 28° 41 &

Granted all night leave to

nm

:

12 Moy

-

33-03'1#51*:

13 Nay

14 May 33'43*!:"35':

w
3
:
%

15 My
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3
Average

23 May 33‘#’!:0'13'1
29May 33 13'E23°55"=
30 uay n'wnf'om

31 May

Bl PBsMYTEH
CAPTAIN,
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The Commanding Officer, H.l.A.S5, Perth

| 3096/1
a-—um'm-umuz

(Copytos~ The Gecretary, Naval Board, Melbourne
HoMsAsSe PERTH « VAR DIARY » APRIL, 1941,

- Date Plage or noon

1 prid « Guda Bay

2 April Piracus
3 april Suda Bay
4 prid

5 April

6 April Piraneus

7 April Piraeus

8 aprid Suda Bay

9 Aprdl 36° 51" W a3° W' w

= ——

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO/74074



=

13 2prild

19 Aprid

April
April

19 Aprid
20 #prid

21 April

4 Aprid

23 April

24 april

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

33° 34 w 23° 50* ®

33° 48" W 24° 18"

Alexandria

Alexandria
Al exasndria

Alexandria
Alexandria

33° 05" ¥ 24° 56" B

34° 23' ¥ 18° 15" =

33° 44" ¥ 15° 20" = ReJ

Mﬂllm.hhm

parted with Battlefleet at dark
covered them i. northward ¥ i

34° 11' ¥ 23° 20" 2

Suda Bay

of Kither, lsland end

Thosbe off Gape Malea at 1300
_"':'.-“.;35.:,.:.‘..'5::.

36° 12' w 23° W' 3

36° 19* ¥ 24° go* =
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(3)

Plage or noon

Date

26 april  36° 26" ¥ 23° 58' =

Suda Bay

27 April

35° 03 ¥ 22° 57'%

28 spril

u.wm

mmum“

35° 4 W 23° 53' =

29 Aprild

2ii:

£

.._
nm,_

m?

u..m.

LA

30 Aprdd 33° 53" W 27° 56' &

hours

miles

6

2

_wmm

Total A10%aN00 ssssssevntsnssenss

SO sevcsnssstsnsnassrane

im0 ssensevesssnssssane
SP00d ssessssnrsnssssnens

Steaming
ags 8t

(Sed) PESMYTHE
CAPTAIN.
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The Commanding Officer, H.M.A.8.: Perth.

S Sies AASiads Light Jevests Niiohs Celbe (Gtep 1o
mtun N Board, llolbaum:)

HaMoAoBe PERTH « WAR DIARY = HMARCH,; 19414
Date rl.uo oF Reca

1 ¥arch 3"!?'!:7‘#1'1: In eompany with Ajax proec
mummu«um

mutrumwu“uh

2 ¥March Suda before noon and
T~ g A
3 March 36° 93" ¥ 23° 47' %
ﬂ' torpedoes werae obsarved be m
130 gecured alengside in immer harbour,
Granted leave until midnight.
4 Yarch Piraeus m carried out independent

aft
tﬁn 4 in Salanis Bay.
Joined nt‘l amd shaped gourse for

via mtieXithera Channels

5 Marsh 33° 55" ¥ 24° 31' @ Carried out inclination exercises low
ty torpedo at.ack exerciss and
u.x.tnmatmmnmm;
6 March Alexandria e m-l
lnthnﬂm ﬂh
R.&J.:JB discharged to
7 Maroh Alevandria 58 Nilitary officers and
-wmmmmnr
mm at 1 o
Ajax at
8 Mareh Pivasus mu‘ Kago 8

9 March 37° 12' ¥ 23° 40' &

10 larch suéa Bay

11 ¥arch 31° 39" w 27° 32 &

12 uareh Alexandria nzmum
Granted 1
Hm Alexandria mmzmmmm;m.gh
Alexandria Harbour experienced severe sandstomm

m
V‘ﬂ( L ;4,75 #mmumvmmu
b M .

L ﬂ{(_ MC‘“:’_____ | —
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19 laréh

-

21 Marech

22 March

23 Mareh

26 March

| — P =

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Granted 1:&':-
1000 proceeded in

gulf of Athems

35° 44* ¥ 24° 18 x

35° 46" N 23° 25" &

34° 23* & 18° ' &
| mimdulmmmﬂ
Tleat, mowdﬁmw

and eru ¥ith Ajax made for a

g::ﬂint ﬁu-uunmﬂrm
34° 50 ¥ 20° 24'n ﬂ:: smuwm g

rejo jzd.

0900 ““’*“‘.R:‘%.g efieet at

dusk, 3“- and ﬂl Se9 Han

Ilex mpl %o northwes mtt.l

34° 40' 5 22% 05'2 At 0730 ia m:mn

Bouaventurey Caleut mm Griffin
Havoek and Hotepur :’ﬂah for hm

urmmlnn t‘m At
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for Anti-Kithera strait which was pasced
T LY B st

ot 1one

28 Mareh  33° 39" W 24° O7' =

led towarde own
Battlefleets At 1130 this assailant als
broke off the actions No hits sustained
eruisers or destroyers in in
ther astion, Formed
at dusk teo locate
0790 remdezvous with
m-.an:;.a.;.

29 March 35° 13' ¥ 21° 09* n

30 March 37° 287 w 24° 08 w

31 March kyadi E A SFE AR A

Total di2tance sessasnsersces
miﬂiﬂl BLD0 seneevisssnsesne

BESTIES 204 sseesensssasnces

WSS . - — — — - E— _— . —
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7th CeS. detailed to transport approximately 150 Officers and 1600

troops freom Alexandria to Piraeus.

"PERTH" was berthed at 14
vicind

Quays P.M, 6thy where the paving stones in the

ty

possible

Wﬂ“ltmm

e,

were constructed on board for use amidshipss Ship's own brow served on

the Quarterdeck.

prndut

8

i
:

on shore and tweo

(1

o™
e

-

L)
il

e

&\

St V™

shfs
|

3

S

g

]

embarkation Officers arrived on board P.M, 6th,
information that accommodation for Officers would

ship,

not at all sure what "d
allowed to mow the name of

y were not

Inﬂi.

it pad e
il
i e
i Bl | ki b
it .m._.m
it et
jhinlt A i
i :

wardrobe

i

Bs §id

RCDIGT0/74074
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divided into two watches, and told
for meals -~ defence watches 'z‘.
at with exception that Eubarkation

o 50 Do0t0 Tn S4ead westhars shieh Ansbet
Units had not expected to be victualled on board and had

brought their rations.
officers' meals were advanced half-hour and were a running
assist in Officers' Galleys,

feast, Army suppli upon hands
D Rt Tt Rt crassted & it o 20 Soonie

and detall stations for Alr Raids, due to d

313 606 Coy Auxiliary Military Pioneer Corps.
39 106 Royal Horse Artillery (Neo Officers).
7 292 Ammy 7ield Coy. Royal Engineers (No Officers).

89 3rd Casvalty Clearing Station.Australian A.M.C.
161 Noe 7 Movement Control, Royal Enginemrs.

609 Other Ranks.
Am!m.

—— —
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on until when W.R -
*“-M "...-ld.-n

NeZs Troops had only a few very small kit bage
and land cookers and bren guns :
m—-ﬁmu store. -

Firvet details consisted of R.A8.0: with kit
Mese Deck , etowing bage in cells (one cell

passage ).
Gucceeding details to next consecutive messes.

Ho heavy gear ambarked.
All hands on board by 0845, Slipped at 1115,
Mail office turned into orderly room with advantages

bags « asent to F.X.
used for Mail on

Dive Ammunition Coy. NeZohe3.C.
i".fi mm vl B
__ _ ReAes3,0
Noes 320,140 +Ca
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1rﬁ;-: 36° 33' ¥ 24° 38 2

2 Febs 2 35° 03" N 23° 09" B

3 Fobe =2 134° 48" ¥ 22° 38 3

4 Febs =2 Pirasus
5 Feb, =2 Piraeus 1 sai with AJAX for
| Righ M'ﬁ;
6 Febs =2 32° 17" W 27° 36' ® uutm#cum-nm;mmu
entered sandstomm. sunset
vieibility less than one les Remained
in vicinity of Alexandria swept channel

7 Feb, «2 Alexandria

8 Febe «2 Alexandria

9 Feb, -2 Alexandria

iillll.ﬂ‘ Febe

e — -
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(2)

______h__m____—l_—-——-———-———_—-

m' Ashe Leave until 2200,
" - ' mmg x ——"
Tobe =2 Alexandria mbarked ammunitions Completed with
- oil fuel, mu‘i hours' notice for

Leave until 2200,
: n_n:‘:nummnumt:
e 'umtmnmm-. At

24 Tebe =2 Alexandria

lﬁhd Alexandria
Febe -2 Alexandria

27 Febe «2 31959 N 299 30'=m

28 Febe 2 33% 47" N 28° 40' B

Distant@esssnsssssnsssvsnsanes
Steaming tim@essssscssscsnnce
m Mllii!ltllli-.tt
Days At B0Gesssssssssscrcronn
Days in A0CKsssssvssnsssonnen

[ - - . ' el o =
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N

RIS
_ O

RESTRIGTEL 2

The Cormending Officer, M.M.A.8. Perth,

3. Febmary, 1941 2677/439
The Vice Admirsl, Light HoMo8, Orion, (Copy to
The ' eceretary, Ravel Beard, )

H.MeAo8, PERTH « WAR DIARY = JANUARY, 1901,
Date Time Place or noon Remarks.

§ Jan, =2 Suda Day AJM, arrived Suda and fuelled,
P.M, opened fire at Itelien 3 79
recormoitering
1550 sailed in with AjJax

patrolled sou Aegean to

Retumed to Suda Bay at noon,
e eiy raid alamm,

2 Jen. »2 Sude Sey

3 Jene -2 Piracus
L Jan. <2 Piraeus
zu-. -2 Plyaeus

Jans, =2 Piracus
7 Jan, =2 suda Bay

8 Jan. «2 359 36" w 24° 22" ®

qﬁ“/’/p
/
%} 9 Jan. =2 3° L0 T 1T° 48 &AM, rendezvous with 18t. Battle
! | Sguedron and 1hthe Deatroyer Flotille
Lo A Feif, Thh. Czulser parted
company with isi., Batile
e 10 cover passage ol M.¥, to

Malta, b
Ao, closed convoy li,E.6 to act
glosé A.A. soresl. Fired ot

italian airerart when nm‘:-u.

10 Jene ~2 35° 35" N 14° i1’ & .

11 Jan. -2 36° 03" W 19° 32' &

shens :oﬂ’ Jan.

I-‘-__ _-._...-"'*I . e - e ——— — S — ™
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e E i

vime Place or noon | |

Date _dome position _ _  _  _  ROMAERS o —
12Jem, -2 35°13'N2° 20 & 0800

15 Jen, =2 "“"t’mﬁ:

14 Jan, 1

15 Jan, =1

16 Jen. =

17 Jan,
18 Jan,

19 Jén.
20 Jan,

bbb A

21 Jan.

22 Jan.

25 Jon,

2l Jan,

S & & & B

25 Jan,

26 Jen,
27 Jen,.

b b

illliiltm Jane

y = - — e - s i -
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T?ime Place or noon

I‘Md Pirasua

29 Jan. <2 37° 3' u 24° O4' B

30 Jen, 2 35° 51" W 24° 14' R

3N Jan. -2  35° 30" w 25° 23' B

m “ D08 sesssnnsssacarssnas
Distane@ sssccsnsssonsavassnne (454 ‘Ir
.m T TR T T R R R ‘ m:

Average spfeflicscsvsscssssscsaes 3

(Sgd.) P.B-SMYTH

CAPTAIN,
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o/ /179,
» The Commanding Off'icer, H,M,A.S. Perth.
Tth., January, 1941 m/‘”

&momm.u‘thm.m
Conmander in Chief, East Indies; Nawval

27 Bov. <8 Fremantle Secured "C" berth Fremantle A,M.

S T e e

28 Nowe, -8 31913's nm':m sailed wigh Convoy U 8 7,

consi of
Bt sting Orion, mi

ELnOH 122"‘2-’

8 |
1:%' ﬁ'l AM, nm-am'tm M"w
e g B e
™ a
05°L7's 86°%46'E Iul- carried out ﬁ
Epte -mwm
mntmmmhmwh

oo $0 Shosmtoce wh sal
P. M, Canberra relieved by
Perth assumel duties of Senior

Ocean Escort,

mﬂ--
m Inclination exercise |

4 Dec, <6 wlsﬂc'namwmmmumm
ith Sepevom, " 7ok, onried out b
. a
5 Dec. «5% off Colombo AM. ed out Damage Control |
Exercise. P. M, rouuﬂ Us m _
ﬂolﬂ-mlmnd Guide
6 Dee, ~5% Colombo A.l. %!vi &&J‘ ai-

xmn.rmmm
lmht'o

7“- -ﬁ mm

0'05:!

ummmu '
assumed Lth, Degree of A.A.

13°03'n 52922'% A.l.

southward,
P.M, Perth relieved by Caledon, and
duties of Senior Officer, Ocean mm‘

assumed by Capetown,
Ililliliﬂ' h

—— e
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(H.M.A.8, Perth's 2651/139 dated 7th. January, 1941)
. 5 :

13 Deec.

14 Deec.

15 Dec.

16 Dec,

i8 Dec,

21 Dede

22 Dec.
23 Deec,

24 Dec,

nnu.%

o

b

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

16°%0'N 41°%7's

21959'N 38%4'R

18°906'W 39950'®

14°50°N 42% 1'%

12924'N WO12'E

12°10'N L4L6%10'E

'N
13050 3%

24°%5'N 36%°55'%

27°38'N M°%0'E
Suez Canal

320044'N 30°38'E

Alexandria

A% noon detached

mmmm-mmuﬂ
oiling berth, Aden, Landed

iin
salled to join escort U,.S,
1700, mgﬂ Car e, '

Kandahay, EKingstons
Mmc stations at dark

Assumed 1st. Degree of A..A.
readiness at day llzht.

defence lutim

AJM, mm proceeded ntw
with U 8 T

With Carlisle became Ocesn LEscort
for convoy B.5. 104 econsisting of
Mcrlml. Clan Cameron, Talma,

Johann u ﬂtt. Nieuw
Zeelend, At M

B.3.10%

ined . % detached
Stempath, while GI%y of

Evensville remained with B.S.10%.
At dark Carlisle company,
Perth assuming duties of ¢ }
Officer, Rscort, Went to Aoti
.:tatim about mi n sighti
parachute flares,

.h“”%:"" "

s _
c.tt.r of Wn. Gt‘w of Agra,
Dunera, Melbourne Star, m

Dunedin Emp Malancha, e ’
Monarch, Clan m.

Highland
Clan Chattan.
B.H.11 at

of
PoM, m parted company, m

' wﬂ!'mnnmnm

Delius and Port Wyndham to Port
Sudan, Assumed duties of m
Officer, Ccean Escort.

mum
ﬂtmm
“Mmmumum

daylight at Suez on 22nd. Decenber,
0630 lead into Suez swept
channel and ed

Embarked canal quMﬂ
m Said ‘Iﬁmt securing in berth

ﬁ!:nﬂ.dﬂ’& “’

l.l 2
*25 5‘:::;"."‘

t leave
qﬁ"' leave to 25% of ship's
e R llmm.f
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(H.M,A.8, Perta's 2651/139 dated 7th, January, 1941)
B4
Time Flaee or noon

27 Dess <2 Alexandrie

Started camouflage plhﬁu ¢

28 Des, 2 - '“’{' camousl pain
29 Desse «2  31926'N 28%32'% 0730":11.601 mn?u ::M

E:m-m (D) w;.:h in nm.n and
company Juno, lMohawk,
Nubian, Griffin, G

’ s M

30 Decs -2  FU3'W 27°38'%

secured to p
umna. Joh

3 Dese «2 H‘H'H M‘JJ'H (2000) 3 -:g’d and 55::““
Ell.

*—-—-—-—_m__.

| PSS . = = = —_—— —_— — e —
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Commonwealth of Australia 584 / Aot /77 4

! Bepartment of Befence

B

Rogal Australian Nany.

Subject . WAR DIARY, e WL v gl -~

H.M.A.S. "PERTE", for the period 1st April to 6th June 1940,

% Submitted for infermation, the War Diary for
inclusive.

%174_ . ]

CAPTAIN.

/,,”_—
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HIH!A—ISI PERTH - WAR DIARY-

 Monday 1st April.1940 %o Sundey 28th April. 1940.
At SYDNEY.
Refitting, giving long leave, and Docking.
Monday 29th Apri

0800 - Assumed 4 hours notice for steam on departure of H.M.A.S.
"Australia” for New Zealand.

1030 - Proceeded to sea for engine trials off Poxrt Jackson.
153C - Returned to Harbour.

Sunday 5th May.

Noon Position = 34° 23' South, 151° 58' East.

0615 = Proceeded to sea escorting Troop Ship Xl.

0915 = Joined H.M.A.S, "AUSTRALIA", escorting Australian and
New Zealand troop convoye. Tnuk station on port wing of
CONVOY »

2040 - Parted company with conveoy to return to SYDNEY to land a
case of acute appendicitis.

Mcend h
Noon Position. = 33° 31' South, 151°% 37' East.
C330 = Anchored in Poxrt Jackson.

0930 = Proceeded to sea. Patrulled off New South Wales coast,
North of SYDHEY.

Tuesday 7th May.
Noon Position - 33° 55' South, 151° 26' Bast. -

1000 = Carried out 6" sub-calibre firing off Sydney Heads.

Continued patrol North and South of SYDNEY. :
Wednesd 8 V e
Noon Position = 33° 52' South, 151° 22' East.

1055 = Entered Port Jackson to embark press representatives to
witness full-calibre firing

1145 = Cleared Sydney Heads.
1340 = Carried out 6" full-calibre, reduced charge firing

1845 = Carried out 6" full~calibre, reduced charge night f:l.ring
with Etarﬂhell.

2030 = Entered Port Jackson. Disembarked press representatives.

2125 = .:Prﬂceedad on patrol North of Sydneye.

P - e ——— - —_
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H.M.A.S. "PERTH" - WAR DIARY (continued). Page 2.

dhursday, Jth Nay.
0940 - Carried out 4"™ H.A. firing at smoke bursts.
1045 = Entered Port Jackson. Completed with fuel and stores.

Eriday, 10th May.

(Germany invaded Holland and Belgium).
1800 = On receipt of W.B. signal 0700Z/10, recalled all hands from
short leave and commenced to raise steam with all despatch.

Reverted to 2 hours notice for steam on receipt of N.B. signal
0812%/10 .

2100 = Reverted to 4 hours notice for steam.

We g
Noon Position = 33° 49' South, 151° 23' Bast.
1100 = FProceeded to sea for patrol and gunnery firings.

1320 = Carried out 6" full-calibre, reduced charge firing, and
patrolled off New South Wales coast North of Sydney.

Thursday, 16th May.
Noon Position = 33° 31' South, 151° 55t Bast.

1500 = Carried out 6" full-calibre, reduced charge firing.

1830 = Carried out 6" full-calibre, reduced charge night firing
with starshell. .

2020 = Bntered Port Jackson. Completed with fuel and stores.

Friday, 17th May,

1420 = On receipt of N.B. signal 03144/17, recalled all hands from
leave and assumed 2 hours notice for steam. '

1900 - Having received N.B. signal 06134/17, proceeded to sea to
reach a position off Cape Moreton, ready to shadow the
Italian Motor Ship "ROMOIO"™ if she sailed from Brisbane.

Saturd th
Noon Position = 28° 49' South, 154° 2' Bast.

1650 = In position 35' East of Cape Moreton. Commenced patrol.

Sunday, 19th May.
Noon Position - 27° 8' South, 154° 5' East.

Patrolling off Cape Moreton.

o Oth
Noon Position = 26° 59' South, 154° 5' Zast.

Patrolling off Cape lMoreton.

| — = = —_ — == B
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H.M.A.S. PERTH - WAR DIARY (continued). Page 3.

5 st
Noon Position = 2‘?cl 17' South, 154” 4' HEast,.
Patrolling off Cape Moretone.

Wedne sd d

Noon Position = 28° 06' South, 153° 57' East.

0900 = On receipt of N.B. signal 0730Z2/22, ordering return at
moderate despatch, sel course for Sydney.

Thursd 23rd

1030 - Entered Port Jackson. Completed with fuel and stores. While
on patrcl heavy weather was experienced. The southerly wind
reached force 9, pems 22nd May. Hivet holes in Hold
Compartments 7-11 commenced to leak. The Asdic Dome was
damaged by a paravane towing wire. After examinations by divers
it was found necessary to dock the ship.

S d th .

0655 = Entered Sutherland Dock, Cockatoo Island.

Sunday, 26th May.

1610 = Undocked.

Monday, 27%th Mgy .
Noon Positiog - 34° 28' South, 151° 16' East.
0900 -~ Proceeded to sea bound for WESTERNPORT and MELBOURIE.

Tuesday, 28th May.
Noon Position - 39° 1' South 145° 58' Bast.

1530 - Arrived WESTERNPORT.

Wednesd 29th llay

Noon Position = 38° 18' South, 144° 45' East.
0900 = Proceeded to sea.

1015 - Carried out height finding exercise.
1115 = Entered Port Phillip.

1400 = Carried out 4" H.A. firing at a sleeve target. Fired two
torpedoes, H.lM.A.S. "SWAN" acting as target ship.

1630 - Anchored off Point Cook.

Thursday, 30th May.

0900 = Weighed. Carried uut24ﬁ H.A. firing and 0°*5 M.G. firing at a

sleeve target. Fired torpedoes at Hell.A.S, "SWAN".

1340 - Secured alongside Princes Pier, PORT MELBOURNE. Completed with
fuel.

B
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~_ H.i.A.S. "PERTH" - WAR DIARY (continued) « Page 4.
Frid st g = da d Ju
At PORT MELBOURNE.

Tues 4 June
0900 - Left PORT MELBOURIE.

1000 = 1130 Carried out 4" H.A. firing and O+5" M.G. firing at
Sleeve target.

1140 - Joined "CANBERRA" (Flying the Flag of Rear-Admiral Commanding
HK.M. Australian Squadrnﬂ%. in Bort Phillip and proceeded for
Sydney e

1815 - Carried out night sighting exercises.

Wednesday June
0930 - 1030 Carried out sub-calibre "Throw-short" firing with "C ANBERRA"

1030 = Parted company with "CANBERRA", ships proceeding independently
to Sydneye.

1§30 - Secured alongside "CANBERRA" at Sheer Wharf.

Thursday, 6th June.

0930 = Transferred command of H.M.A.S. "PERTH" to Captain Sir
P.,W.Bowyer-Smyth, Royal Navy.

| ST
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H-K-A-Bl PETH - wm Dlm-

t April,1940 to .Su 28th April, 1940
At SYDNEY.
Refitting, giving long leave, and Docking.
Monday 29th April,

0800 -~ Assumed 4 hours notice for steam on departure of H.M.A.S.
"‘Australia’ for New Zealand.

1030 = Proceeded to sea for engine trials off Port Jackson.
1530 = Returned to Harbour.

Sunday 5th May.
Noon Position =~ 34° 23' South, 151° 58' East.

0615 - Proceeded to sea escorting Troop Ship Xl.

0915 - Joined H.M.A.S. "AUSTRALIA", escorting Australian and
New Zealand troop convoy. Took station on port wing of
COonvoy.

2040 -~ Parted company with convoy to return to SYDNEY to land a
gcase of acute appendieitis.

Monday Oth May.,
Noon Position. ~ 33° 31' South, 151° 37' East.

0330 =~ Anchored in Port Jackson.

0930 = Proceeded to sea. Patrolled off New South Wales coast,
North of SYDNEY.

Tuesday 7th May.
Noon Position - 33° 55' South, 151° 26' Bast.

1000 = Carried out 6" sub=-calibre firing off Sydney Heads.
Continued patrol North and South of SYDNEY,

Vednesday 8th May.
Noon Position -~ 33° 52' South, 151° 22' East.

1055 = Entered Port Jackson to embark press representatives to
witness full-calibre firing

1145 « Cleared Sydney Heads.
1340 - Carried out 6" full-calibre, reduced charge firing

1845 = Carried out 6" full-calibre, reduced charge night firing
with starshell.

2030 - Entered Port Jackson. Disembarked press representatives.
2125 = Proceeded on patrol North of Sydney.
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H.I.A:B. "PERTH" = WAR DIARY (continued). Page 2.

Thursday, 9th May,
0940 =~ Carried out 4" H.A. firing at smoke bursts.

1045 = Entered Port Jackson. Completed with fuel and stores.

Friday, 10th May.
(Germany invaded Holland and Belgium).

800 = On receipt of N.B. signal 0700Z/10, recalled all hands from

' short 1;2*" and commenced %o ruu'ltmn with all despatch.
Reverted to 2 hours notice for steam on receipt of N.B. signal
08122/10

2100 =~ Reverted to 4 hours notice for steam.

Wedneeday, 15th May.
Noon Position = 33° 49' South, 151° 23' East.
1100 « Progeeded to sea for patrol and gunnery firings.

1320 = Garried out 6" full-calibre, reduced charge firing, and
patrolled off New South Wales coast North of Sydney.

Thursday, 16th May.
Noon Position = 33° 31' South, 151° 55' East.

1500 = Garried out 6" full-calibre, reduced charge firing.

1830 « Carried out 6" full-calibre, reduced charge night firing
with starshell.

2020 ~ Bntered Port Jackson. Completed with fuel and stores.

Friday, 17th May .

1420 = On receipt offi N.B. signal 0314%/17, recalled all hands from
leave and assumed 2 hours notice for steam.

1900 - Having received N.B. signal 0613Z/17, proceeded to sea to
pe rau;‘ a position off Cape Moreton, ready to shadow the
Italian Motor Ship "ROMOIO" if she sailed from Brisbane.

Ssturday, 18th May.
Noon Position = 28° 49! South, 154° 2' East.
1650 - In position 35' Bast of Cape Moreton. Commenced patrol.

Sunday, 19th May.
Noon Position = 27° 8' South, 154° 5' East.

Patrolling off Cape lMoreton.

Monday, 20%th May o
Noon Position - 26° 59' South, 154° 5' East.

Patrolling off Gm Moreton.
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H.M.A.S. PERTH = WAR DIARY (continued). Page 3.

Iuesday 21s% May,
Noon Position = 277":’l 17' South, 154" 4' HEast.

Patrolling off Cape lMoreton.

Wednesday, 22nd May.
Noon Position =~ 28° 06' South, 153° 57' Bast.

0900 = On receipt of N.B. signal 0730Z/22, ordering return at
moderate despatech, set course for Sydney.

JThursday, 23rd May.

1030 - Entered Port Jackson. Completed with fuel and stores. While
on patrol heavy weather was experienced. The southerly wind
reached foree 9, p.m. 22nd May. Rivet holes in Hold
Compartments 7-11 commenced to leak. The Asdic Dome was
damaged by a paravane towing wire. After examinations by divers

it was found necessary to doeck the ship.

Saturday 25th May.

0655 = Entered Sutherland Dock, Cockatoo Island.

Sunday, 20th May.
1610 = Undocked.

Monday, 27%th May .
Noon Positiog = 34° 28' South, 151° 16' Bast.

0900 - Proceeded to sea bound for WESTERNPORT and MELBOURNE.

Iuesday, 20th May.

Noon Position = 39° 1' South 145° 58' Bast.
1530 = Arrived WESTERNFPORT.

Noon Position =~ 38° 18' South, 144° 45' East.
0900 - Proceeded to sea.

1015 = Carried out height finding exercise.
1115 - Entered Port Phillip.

1400 = Gmid out 4" H.A. firing at a sleeve target., Fired two
torpedoes, H.M.A.S. "SWAN" acting as target ship.

1630 = Anchored off Point Cook.

Thursday, 30th May,

0900 = Weighed. OCarried out 4" H.A., firing and 0°*5 M.G. firing at a
sleeve target. Eir.d}tnrptduu at H.M.ABS. "Swan",.

1340 = Secured alongside Princes Pier, PORT MELBOURNE. Completed with
¢ fuel.

R | ela
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F,M.A.S. "PERTH" ~ WAR DIARY (continued). Page 4.

At PORT MELBOURNE .

ZIuesday, 4th June.
0900 = Left PORT MELBOURNE.

1000 - 1130 Carried out 4" H.A, firing and 0°5" M.G., firing at
Sleeve target.

1140 « Joined "CANBERRA" (Fly the Flag of Rear-Admiral Commanding
K.M. Australian Squadron), in Bort Phillip and proceeded for

1815 = Carried out night sighting exercises.

Wednesday O5th June.
0930 = 1030 Carried out sub-calibre "Throw=-short" firing with "CANBERRA"

1030 =~ Parted company with "CANBERRA", ships proceeding independently
to 3’“‘7-

1§30 ~ Secured alongside "CANBERRA" at Sheer Wharf.
30

Thursday, Oth June.

0930 ~ Transferred command of H.M.A.S., "PHERTH" to Captain Sir
P.W.Bowyer-Smyth, Royal Navy.
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Royal Aungtralian Navy.

Commonmealth of Australia
Bepartment of Defence

. I
]

v The Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S.

Date 3rd June, 1940. Reference No... /92 7/*‘ 9{,/ 14,

o The Secretary, Naval Board, lMelbourne.
(Copy to The Rear-Admiral Commanding H.M.Australian
WAR DIARY. - e O ) (1
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L T IRE The Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S."PERTH",
ol ¥ 2F ;
£ '/ 3rd June, 1940. !527/10:/:»{
{ﬂu Jecretary, Haval Board, Velbourne.
to The Rear-Admiral Commanding H.M.iust
3? DIARY. w-.)
Submitted for information with reference to N.0.L.
02903 of 10th ¥ 1940, the appended War Diary for
HollsAoSe "PERTH" for period 12t September 1939 to
318t March 1940,
(Sgd.) H.BFameo™
CAPTAIN.
. = #_,:'
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HoM.AsS. "PERTH" - WAR DIARY.
1939,

Friday, 1st September.

On receipt of the Mobilisation Telegram at 1230
(Zone +4) on 31st August, "PERTH", which had been patrolling
in the TRINIDAD - TOBAGO area, proceeded forthwith to TRINIDAD
to complete with fuel prior to proceeding to her War Station.

Pending the arrival of H.M. Ships "DUNDEE" and
"PENZANCE", "PERTH"™ had been ordered to take up the duties of
OIL FUEL PROTECTIVE FORCE, whose object was the protection of
tanker traffic in the area between TRINIDAD and the Gulf of
VENEZUELA, in particular in the vicinity of the Dutch Islands,
CURACAO and ARUBA,

0300 « Completed with oil fuel and provisions at PORT OF SPAIN
(TRINIDAD),

1030 - Received Warning Telegram for GERMANY and ITALY,
1215 = Left PORT OF SPAIN for ARUBA areas

Saturday, 2nd September.

0930 - Closed LA GUAIRA Harbour, VENEZUELA, to ascertain whether
there were any German ships there, but none was observed.

At this time the position of German shipping in
the Southern CARIBEEAN was not well known and I was therefore
obliged to find out, as far as possible, for myself, There
were numerous reports of German merchant ships being equipped
for commerce raiding and I considered that my first duty was to
endeavour to locate German ships in my area and prevent their
ESCaPDeE,

As "PERTH" was the only ship available, and as
ports were fairly widely scattered, I believed that my object
could best be achieved by moving rapidly about the area,
particularly at night, and appearing off ports in the morning
in order to create a feeling of insecurity among the German
ships through lack of knowledge where I would next appear, and
thus encourage them to remain in harbour. To try and induce
a belief that there was more than one ship in the area, 1
shipped a dummy third funnel on a couple of occasionse

Sunday, 3rd Septembere.
0500 (Zone +5) - Appeared off WILLEMSTAD HARBOUR, CURACAO,.

0530 = Received news of outbreak of hostilities with GERMANY at
1100 G.M.T. (0500, Zone +5).

1030 = Off entrance to Gulf of VENEZUELA.

During the day signalled a number of small DUTCH
tankers bound from MARACAIBO to ARUBA and CURACAO,

1800 « Boarded the United States Steamship "TACHIRA", This
vessel, which was flying the PANAMANIAN Ensign, had failed

to answer my signalse. She was brought to with two rounds
of blanke Her papers were in order and she was given

permission to proceed.
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HeMoeAeSe "PERTH" « WAR DIARY (continued

Monday, 4th September.
Noon Pogsition = 12° 35' North 70° 37' West.

Received informastion from the Commander-in-Chief,
America and West Indies Station (ex H.il. Minister at CARACAS) of
the possibility of German mining in the Gulf of VENEZUELA,

1030 « Closed ST. NICHOLAS Harbour, ARUBA, observed the following
German ships at anchor in the Roadse.- "ANTILLA", "CONSUL
HORN", "TROJA", "HEIDELBERG",

1100 « Exchanged signals with Dutch Submarine "0,14". She
declined to say whether there were other Dutch Submarines
in the area.

1130 = Closed ORANJESTAD Harbour, ARUBA,

1630 « Signalled British Tanker "CALGAROLITE" bound from ARUBA to
MONTREAL, I tried to obtain intelligence of shipping in
ARUBA from her, but her signalling was so bad that the
attempt was abandoned,

Tuesday, Hth September.
0800 Position = 10° 45' North 68° 00' West.

0600 « Closed PUERTO CABELLC Harbour, VENEZUELA, There were two
small ships in the harbour which did not appear to be
Germane. Set course for BONAIRE,

1400 « Met H.M.S. "PENZANCE" which had just arrived for patrol,

1530 - Passed KRALENDIJK Anchorage, BONAIRE, No German ships
present. Proceeded to patrol north of CURACAO and ARUBA

for the night.

Wednesday, 6th September.
Noon Position = 12° 58' North 69° 02' West.

1000 = 1200 « In company with H.M.S. "PENZANCE" north of CURACAO.
Supplied her with what intelligence I had, and instructed
her to patrol for the mext 48 hours between ARUBA and the
Gulf of 'VENEZUELA" .

"PERTH" proceeded towards CURACAO,

1530 = Signalled S.S. "SANTA PAULA" (United States of America)
bound for CURACAO, On receiving the Master's assurance
that there were no German subjects on board I refrained
from stopping and boarding her. (An Admiralty message
time of origin 1305 of Oth September stating that United
States ships were not to be stopped teo remove enemy

raaervista)waa-raceived in due course)e

Patrolled round CURACAQO during the night,.

Received instructions from the Commander-in-Chief,
America and West Indies Station to take cormmand of the OIL FUEL
PROTECTIVE FORCE, together with the French Submarine "SURCOUF",

which had recently arrived at MARTINIQUE.

Received several reports of enemy submarines being
sighted in the CARIBBEAN SEA (all false)e

TS — e E— T — - i ¥ = - T —— = - —— = = = e ——
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Helle AeSe "PERTH" « WAR DIARY (continued).

Thursday, 7th Sept&mber.
Noon Position = 12D 15' North 68° 30' West.,

0500 = Closed British Tanker "SAN UBALDO" bound out from CURACAO.
She reported that the Argentine Tanker "LOS POZOS" had
been stopped by a submarine, believed German, P.M. 5th
September 5 miles north of AVES ISLANDS (north of the
VENEZUELAN Coast)e This alleged submarine proved to have
been H-M-S ™ “PEE:ZAH'GE“ ™

During the day the North-east Coast of CURACAO and

the whole of BONAIRE were closely examined for possible signs of

German Submarine Bases which H.B.M. Minister in CARACAS had heard
had been established. Not only were there no signs of any such

bases, but on BONAIRE ISLAND, in particular, there was not even a
good landing place other than at the small settlements on the

western sidee

1800 = In view of the establishment of the Convoy System, "PERTH"
received instructions from the Commander-in-Chief to proceed
to KINGSTON and prepare to escort convoys sailing from that

porte.
Spoke the British Tanker "COIMBRA" bound out of ARUBA. She

had no newse.

Noon position = 14° 37' North 72° 25' West.

Passage to KINGSTON, JAMAICA.

turd th t 5

0700 « Arrived at KINGSTON, Completed with Naval and Victualling
Stores, and 650 tons oil fuel from "ORANGELEAF".

Sunday, 10th September.

AMe = HeMeSe "ORION" (Ca.pta.in HeReGe Kinahan, Hﬂ?&l HH-TY): Senior
Officer, CARIBEEAN FORCE, arrived at KINGSTON from patrol.

. It was arranged that, for the time being, "ORION"
should escort convoys clear of the WEST INDIAN ISLANDS, while
"PERTH" patrolled in an area between JAMAICA and TRINIDAD for the
protection, in particular, of thehomeward bound tanker traffic
which was now being routed to KINGSTON for assembling in convoyse

An A/S Seaplane Patrol was organized from KINGSTON
with "ORION"'s spare aircraft and Pilot, "PERTH"'s Observer
(Lieutenant-Commander P.E. Carr, B.a_H.S and ane rating.

Monday, 11th September.

1030 - Passed H.M. Canadian Ships "FRASER" and "ST. LAURENT"
bound from ESQUIMALT via PANAMA CANAL to HALIFAX.

1200 = Sighted 12 United States Naval Flying Boats off the
eastern end of JAMAICA. It was learnt subsequently that

these aircraft had been based in PUERTO RICO and GUANTANAMO
BAY (CUBA) as part of the United states "Neutrality" Patrol.
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HeMoAsSe "PERTH" « WAR DIARY (continued).

Commenced patrol in the Eastern CARIBBEAN Area.

Tuesd th tembere.
Noon Position = 14° 50' North 729 40' West.
Patrolling in Eastern CARIBEEAN Area.

Wednesdayv,13th September.

Noon Position = 152 19! North 73° 09' West.
Patrolling in Eastern CARIBEEAN Area.

0945 - Spoke British Tanker "YARRAVILLE" bound from TRINIDAD to
KINGSTON, She reported that attempts were being made
by German agents to spread disaffection among the crews
(particularly native crews) of British tankers at ARUBA.

Thursda 4t eptember.

Noon Position = 15° 40! North 72° 03" West.,
Patrolling in BEastern CARIBBEAN Area.

1300 - Sighted a rocket which came out of the sea and burst at
a height of about 100 feet. This was evidently a submarine
recognition signal and at the time was assumed to be from
the French Submarine "SURCOUF", (It was subsequently
learnt that the "SURCOUF" was not in the vicinity and it is
agssumed, therefore, that the submarine was either Dutch

or American - she was not seen).

Friday, 15th September.

Noon Position = 15ID 24' North ?2n Q0' West.
Patrolling in Eastern CARIBBEAN Area.

0845 - Spoke British Tanker "EL MIRLO" bound BIRKENEEAD to LOBITOS
(PERU). She had left England after the outbreak of war
and had had no route instructionse. Told her to apply to

British Consul, COLON,

P.M. = Spoke Brazilian S.S. # TABOATAO" bound VICTORIA (BRAZIL)
to NEW ORLEANS, She stopped on her own accord and hoisted
a three-flag signal she had been given somewhere. Her
signalling was very bad. She was not boarded.

Saturday, 16th September.
Noon Position =~ 16° 03' North ?3“ 27" VWest,

Patrolling in Eastern CARIBBEAN Area.

Sunday, 17th Septembere
Noon Position - 17° 00' North 720 59' West.

Patrolling in Eastern CARIBEEAN Area.

P.M, = Set course for KINGSTON .
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HoMsA.Se "PERTH" - WAR DIARY (continued).

Hﬂndgl 18t.h SEEtEIthr-
0600 = Met H.M.S. "ORION" outside KINGSTON,

0830 « Anchored in KINGSTON Harbour.

I had returned with the object of escortin-g
Convoy Ke.Je.1 from KINGSTON, having missed a message from "ORION"
stating that she would take that convoy, and instructing me to
remain on patrol.

Tuegday, 19th September.
AJM, = Completed with oil fuel (500 tons) and fresh provisions,

1200 = Convoy K.J.1 commenced leaving KINGSTON,
1330 - "PERTH" sailed for patrol area in the Eastern CARIBBEAN,

Wednesday, 20th Septembere
Noon Position = 15° 16' North 73° 17' West.

Proceeding towards Eastern CARIBEEAN Area, rather
nearer CURACAO and ARUBA than during the previous week.,

Thursday, 21st Septiember.
Noon Position = 14° 44' North 72’ 40" West,

Patrolling in Eastern CARIBEEAN Area.

P.M. = Proceeded towards the Western end of HAITI in order to
provide cover for Convoy K.J.F.2 (unescorted) due to leave
KINGSTON on 22nd September. '

Friday, 22nd September.
Noon Position = 16° 55' North 72u 53' West,

I was not informed of the route of Convoy K.J.F.2
but as the previous two convoys had proceeded via the WINDWARD
PASSAGE, I assumed that this convoy would be routed via MONA
PASSAGE in conformity with the Commander-in-Chief's general

instructions regarding frequent changes of convoy routes. (This
agssumption proved to be correct).

1600 = K.J.F.2 left KINGSTON,

I proceeded on an easterly course from 2200 onward,
keeping, as I estimated, about 30 miles to the south eastward of
the convoye I had to ensure keeping out of sight of the latter
which had not been informed of my proximitye.

Saturday, 23rd September.
Noon Position = 17° 04' North, 72° 40' West.

Covering convoy K.J.F.2 to the southward of HAITI,
on an easterly course towards MONA PASSAGH. ‘
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HMeAeSe "PERTH" « WAR DIARY (continued).

Sunday, 24th September,
Noon Position « 17° 57' North 68° 10' West.

Patrolled in the vicinity of MONA PASSAGE but out
of sight of land until it was estimated that the convoy had gone
through,

1800 = Spoke Norwegian Tanker "SIERSTAD" bound CURACAO to OSLO.
Recommended her to call voluntarily at KIRKWALL,

Monday, 25th September.

Noon Position = 18° 24' North 69“ 54' West,

0600 « Closed coast of SANTO DOMINGO near SAONA ISLAND and then
proceeded to examine the coast to the westward from outside
territorial waterse.

1500 « Passed CALDERA BAY and saw the DOMINICAN Navy, consisting
of a transport and four ex=U.S.A. Coastguard Cutters.
Thege latter vessels, which somewhat resemble, at a distance,
submarines on the surface, were probably the cause of the
numerous reports of submarines in this area,

1730 = Reached the vicinity of ALTA VELA and left the coast for
the night. Nothing suspicious seen during the daye.

Tuesday, 26th September.
Noon Position = 18°%07' North 72° 40' Weste

0630 =« Closed the land near ALTA VELA and continued the examination
of the coasts of SANTO DOMINGO and HAITI during the daye.

1600 - Completed examination at the Bay AUX CAYES, nothing
gsuspicious seen, Set course to get well clear of the
land to the southward to avoid convoy K.J.2 which H..Se
"ORION" is escorting from KINGSTON today through MONA
PASSAGE.

Wednesday, 27th Septembere
Noon Position = 15 °02' North 74 °22' West

AJ,. = Patrolling about 200 miles southeecast of JAMAICA,

P.M., « Set course for KINGSTON,

Thursday, 20th September.
0830 = Arrived KINGSTON,

HM.C.S. "SAGUENAY" in harbour.

Completed with stores and 650 tons oil fuel.

Friday, 29th September.
' At KINGSTON,

[ =
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HelleAoeSe "PERTH" « WAR DIARY ( continued ! .

Page 7

Saturday, 30th September.
0900 « Left KINGSTON.

Carried out gunnery practices outside the harbour,

1300 - Set course for Gulf of MEXICO, I had received instructions
to close VERA CRUZ and TAMPICO in view of the fact that
there were several German merchant ships in those ports.

Sunday, 1st October.
Noon Positionm = 18° 52' North 819 24' West.

1545 - Received orders from the Commander=-in-Chief to cancel visit
to Gulf of MEXICO and to return to KINGSTON in time to
escort Convoy K.J.3, due to leave KINGSTON on 4th October,

It was reported from CARACAS that German ships in
CURACAO and ARUBA were thought to be preparing to escape, The
Commander-in-Chief made dispositions to intercept them if necessary.
I decided to patrol in the YUCATAN CHANNEL, between CAPE CATOCHE
and CAPE SAN ANTONIO on the chance of intercepting S.S. "COLUMBUS"
if the latter left VERA CRUZ and attempted to escape in that

directione.

Monday, 2nd October.
Noon Position = 21°42' North 84 ° 55' Weste

AJM, = Patrolling in the YUCATAN CHANNEL,

Received news of the sinking of S.3., "CLEMENT" by
a GCerman Pocket Battleship, 75 miles south-east of PERNAMBUCO on

30th September.,
P.M, = Set course for KINGSTON.

Tuesday, 3rd October.
1600 - Arrived KINGSTON, completed with oil fuel 382 tons.

Convoy K.J.3 had assembled. Discussed convoy
arrangements with the Naval Control Service Officer and the
Commodore of the Convoy (Rear-Admiral E.O. Cochrane).

Wednegday, 4th October.

0600 = Convoy K.J«.3, consisting of 45 ships, commenced leaving
KINGSTON,

1330 - "PERTH" left KINGSTON,

1500 - In station ahead of convoy which had formed up in 9 columns
by this time. Set course for WINDWARD PASSAGE.

In view of the activities of the Pocket Battleship
in the South Atlantic I had informed the Commander=-in-Chief that
I intended to escort the convoy at least 500 miles clear of the
WEST INDIES instead of leaving it, in accordance with the routine

at the time, just clear of the CAICOS PASSAGE.
I was subsequently ordered to remain with the convoy

until relieved by another escort in the mid=Atlantice
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HelleAeSe "PERTH" - WAR DIARY

L]

Thursgday, 5th October.

Noon Pogition = 19°47' North 73°39' West.

continued).

Speed of advance - OF knots,.
0700 = Rounded up stragglers astern of the convoy.

0830 = Proceeded ahead of the convoy to reconnoitre the WINDWARD
PASSAGE,

"ORION" was to have joined during the night to
aggist in escorting the convoy through the island passages. The
convoy's route, however, was alteréd to the eastward of GREAT
INAGUA ISLAND, and "ORION" did not make contact.

1700 - Closed to 2 miles ahead of Convoy for the night.

Friday, 6th October.
Noon Position (Zone +3) = 22 219' North 72° 17' West,

1600 - Closed S.S. "TELENA" and sent Medical Officer across to
attend to a sick Chinese fireman.

Saturday, 7th October,
Noon Position (Zone +#3) = 25°% 03' North 70° 35' West,

" 1400 = 7 ships left the convoy en route for the MEDITERRANEAN as
a "Group",.

Sunday, Jdth October.
Noon Position (Zone +3) =272 48' North 69° 02' West.

1200 - Stopped and embarked the sick Chinese fireman and an
interpreter from S.5. "TELENA",

1215 = HJi.S. "BERWICK" joined from BERMUDA and assumed the duties
of Senior Officer, Escort.

1300 - "PERTH" took station on the starboard wing of the Convoy,
"BERWICK" on the port winge

Received information that this would be the last

convoy from KINGSTON,im future ships would be routed to HALIFAX
and convoyed from there to the UNITED KINGDOM.

Monday, 9th October.
Noon Position =(Zone +3) - 30"37' North 6?“ 36' Weste

1140 - 2 ships parted company foxr NEW YORK,

2000 « Obtained a H/F D/F bearing of a German warship but on
account of the convoy W/T silence was not broken to report

it.

L — —
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HelloAeSe "PERTH" « WAR DIARY (continued)e.

Tuesday, 10th October.
Noon Position (Zome +3) - 33° 12' Worth 65° 40' West.

0800 « 2 ships parted company for HALIFAX and MONTREAL.

Wednesday, 11th October.

Noon Position (Zone +3) = 34°32' North 62°11' West.,

Nothing of interest,

Thursday, 12th October.

Noon Position (Zone +23%) = 3§u53' North 58 03?“Waﬂt.
Nothing of interest,

Friday, 13th October.
Noon Position (Zone +2%) = 37ﬂ 27' North 55040' Weste

1600 « Returned the Chinese fireman to S.S5. "TELENA",

Saturday, 14th October.
Noon Position (Zone +2) = 38 243' North 50 °37' West.

Nothing of interest.

Sund 15th Octobe ™

Noon Position (Zome +8) » 39° 58 ' North 46° 43' Wests

1030 « "BERWICK" and "PERTH" relieved as escort by .M.S,

"EFFINGHAM",
Parted company from convoy and proceeded with "BERWICK"

towards BERMUDA at 20 knots,

1720 = Obtained two Second Class H/F D/F Bearings, strong signals,
of a German warshipe. Broke W/T silence to report them at
2100, (This was in all probability the Pocket Battleship
"DEUTSCHLAND" which stopped NORWEGIAN ships in this vicinity

on this date - she was possibly 200 miles awayje.

Monday, 16th October.
o
Noon Position (Zone +3) = 35D 45" North 56 22' West.

The weather deteriorated rapidly during the day,
with a falling glass, Reports of a hurricane south of DERMUDA,

moving north,

Tuesda 17th Octobere.

0
Noon Position (Zone +3) = 350 17% North 62 45" West,

[
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HoM.A.Se "PERTH" « WAR DIARY (nuntinuedl-

0100 « 0400 « Ship passed about 20 miles from the centre of a
strong hurricane, Glass fell to 970 millibars (28.6")
at 0400, the wind reaching a velocity of about 120 miles
per hour, All depth charges and racks were washed overe
board, the port cutter was stove in and other minor damage
wag doneo Contact with HlM.S. "BERWICK" was lost at
0245 when she suddenly reduced speed, and "PERTH" had to
alter course to avoid her.

0800 « Gradual improvement in the weather, Set course for
BERMUDA,

Wednesday, 18th October.
0615 - Sighted "BERWICK" off BERMUDA,

0630 - Sighted FRENCH Sloop "VILLE D'YS" at the harbour entrance.

0900 « Berthed in South Basin, BERMUDA Dockyard. Completed with
0il fuel, 900 tons, and stores, HM.S. "DESPATCH"
(Commodore 2nd Class A. Poland, D.S.0s), Commodore
Commanding 9th Cruiser Squadron, in harbour.

1200 « The Commander=in«Chief, America and West Indies Station,
(Vice=Admiral Sir Sidney Meyrick, K.C.B. KeCoVe0o) visited
the Eh:lp-

Thursday, 19th October, k-
0715 = Left Basin and anchored in GRASSY BAY,

0900 = Sailed in company with H.M.S. "DESPATCH" for gunnery
exercises,

AJM, « Carried out exercises, including H.A. firings at sleeve
target, off BERMUDA,

1515 -« Secured alongside wall in South Basin, Dockyard.
Commenced a small refit to make good damage received during

the hurricane.,

Friday, 20th October.
0830 = H.M.S. "CARADOC" arrived en route to ESQUIMALT,

1300 = "CARADOC" sailed.
1400 - "DESPATCH" sailed for KINGSTON,

Saturday, 21st October.

1730 = Shifted berth to GRASSY BAY,
His Excellency the Governor of BERMUDA, accompanied by the

Commander=in-Chief, visited the ship.

Received the news that the "DEUTSCHLAND" had sunk
o NORWEGIAN ship east of NEWFOUNDLAND a week ago. Received orders

to be ready to sail at daylight 22nd October.

e —_— L —
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HlMsAeSe "PERTH" « WAR DIARY (continued)e

0630 - Left GRASSY BAY,

0730 - Cleared BERMUDA NARROWS, set course 060°, as directed by
Admiralty, and speed 25 knots as ordered by the Commander=
in=Chief, "BERWICK" had been ordered to proceed also but
she had to be undocked and so could not sail until 23rd
October.

I was not informed what my "object" was but as I
could not reach convoys K.J.3 or HeX.5, then in the North-East
Atlantic before my fuel gave out, I assumed my object was
reconnaissance,

Monday, 23rd Octobere
Noon Position - 38° 08' North 53 955' West,

0700 -~ Decreased to 20 knots in order to conserve fuel, no information
having been vouchsafed as to what I was supposed to be at
gea for.

Weather unpleasant,stsemg South-East wind with rain,
all ﬂﬂy -

Tuegday, 24th Octobers
Noon Position - 429 25" North 43 908' West,

AJM. = The Commandep=in-Chief, America and West Indies Station,
was instructed by Admiralty to take control of "BERWICK"

and “PERTH- ® k|

o
1900 « Obtained 2nd Class H/F D/F bearing 086 of a German warship,
strong signals. Reported this at 2000,

2030 « Ordered by the Commander-in=-Chief to proceed to HALIFAX at
16 knots and await draft which was coming from AUSTRALIA

in S.8. 2 ®e I decided, however, to investigate

the D/F %Eﬂ altered course to 088° (as I considered
that the enemy ship was more likely to be in that direction
than to the westward) and went to Action Stations for the

nighte

Wednesday, 25th October,

Noon Pogition - 44° 00' North 360 39' West.
0010 - Obtained another D/F bearing, but weaker signalse.

‘0645 = As no further information had been obtained I decreased to
16 knots and altered course for CAPE RACE, NEWFOUNDLAND,

Thursday, 26th October.
Noon Position = 45° 27' North 45% 19' West.,

Nothing of interest.

_
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HM.AeS. "PERTH" - WAR DIARY !ﬂﬂﬂtinuﬂd!.

Friday, 27th October.
Noon Position - 45 % 54' North 550 14' West.

0745 =« Sighted CAPE RACE., Altered course for HALIF¥AX,

P.Ms = In fog most of the time.

Saturday, 28th October.

0430 - Fog came down and remained thick until we were half way up
HALIFAX Harbour,.

0945 - Arrived HALIFAX, proceeded to 0il Wharf and fuelled 1050
tons. H.M.S. "ASTURIAS"™ in harbour,.

1600 - Shifted billet to Dockyarde.
2230 « HeM.C. Ships "FRASER" and ST. LAURENT" arrived.

Sunday, 29th October.
0830 = H.M,S. "ENTERPRISE" arrived from patrol.

Monday, 30th October.
Completed with provisionse.

1530 - S.S. "REMUERA" arrived with draft from AUSTRALIA.

P.M. = HoM.S. "YORK" arrived.

Iﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂl 31§t Oﬂtgbﬂlt

1210 - Left HALIFAX in company with "YORK" with orders to proceed
to BERMUDA via the NANTUCKET and CAPE HATTERAS focal arease.

Thick fog persisted until about 2200,

Wednesd 18t embere.

Noon Pogition - 400 40' North 66” 08' Weste

0200 « Intercepted a distress signal reporting a Euhmar}na attack
on S.8. "COUIMORE" in position 40° 20' North 62" 31' West
(about 150 miles South-BEast of "PERTH" and "YORK" ),

United States Coastguard Vessels went out to
investigate the report. It subsequently transpired that the
submarine attack was entirely fictitious.

1015 - Spoke FRENCH Tanker "PRESIDENT SERGENT" bound CUMAREBO

(VENEZUELA) to HALIFAX,
Carried out Range and Inclination exercise with "YORK" .

1300 - "YORK" parted company, having received orders to return to
HALIFAX,

b —
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HoM.A.S. "PERTH" « WAR DIARY !cngtinuad].

Thursday, 2nd November.

Noon Position -« 37° 28' North 70° 49" West.,

Spoke British ships "MIDDLETON", "BRADFYNE" and
"DEVON CITY" bound to HALIFAX, In view of the submarine report,
instructed them to zig=zage

P.. - Intercepted a signal reporting that S.S. "COULMORE" was

E&fﬂ.
Friday, 3rd November.

Noon Position - 34° 00' North 70° 05' West,

1200 « Set course for FLORIDA STRAIT on receiving information that
the German S.S. "ANTILLA" appeared likely to leave ARUBA in
the next day or two., (She did not do so).

1730 « Instructed to proceed to BERMUDA,

Saturday, 4th Novembere

ed
0800 = Enter” BERMUDA NARROWS,

0930 « Secured in South Basin,. HelleSe "BERWICK" in harbours.

unda th November.

Nothing of interest,

Monday, 6th November.
0715 = Left South Basin and anchored in GRASSY BAY,

0930 = News received that a hurricane was 200 miles south of
BERMUDA travelling north. Ordered to prepare for sea
and proceed to KINGSTON,

1130 = Weighed and proceeded out of harbour. Wind blowing force
9, South by East, heavy head swell,

1600 - Wind commenced to veer and glass to rise. Altered course
to Southe=ecast to avoid the centre of the hurricane.
Conditions gradually improved and it was subsequently .
ascertained that the hurricane had travelled north at the
abnormal speed of 60 knots.

2100 « Set course for CAICOS PASSAGE,

Tuesday, 7th November.
0 o
Noon Position - 27 40' North 66 45' West.

Nothing of interest,

k
e
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HoMeAeSe "PERTH" -« WAR DIARY (continued).

Wednesday, 8th November.
Noon Position - 22° 30' North 71 %49' West.

1545 « Spoke GREEK S.S. "ELENI" bound VANCOUVER to HULL,

Thursday, 9th November.

1630 « Arrived KINGSTON,
HM.S. "ORION" in harbour, Completed with 340 tons fuel,

Friday, 10th November.
At KINGSTON., Nothing of interest.

Saturday, 11th Nowvember.
At KINGSTON, Nothing of interest.

Sunday, 12th Nowvember.

At KINGSTON, Nothing of interest.

Monday, 13th November.
0845 = Left harbour.

Carried out gunnery exercises in company with
"ORION" outside KINGSTON,

2130 = Anchored in KINGSTON Harbour.

Tuesday, 14th November.
1500 = H.M.C.S. "SAGUENAY" arrived from the ARUBA area.

Wednesday, 15th November.

Nothing of interest.

Thursday, 16th November.
Nothing of intereste.

Friday, 17th November.
1630 - Left KINGSTON for CURACAO Area.

Received instructions from the Commander=in=Chief
to oil Canadian Destroyers "OTTAWA"™ and "RESTIGOUCHE" at COCOS

ISLAND on 25th Novembers

"ORION" informed me that she would take over CURACAO
patrole.

Saturday, 18th Novembere.

Noon Position - 15 042! North 76°03' West.
Patrulling in the Bnuthﬁﬁaat CARIBBEAN,

J-'.
T ok A el ™ E il i
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HeMoAeSe "PERTH" - WAR DIARY (continued)e.

Sunday, 19th November.,
Noon Position = 14 ° 31" North 74 . 35" West.

1000 = Altered course for KINGSTON on being ordered to complete
with fuel there before proceeding to the PACIFIC,

Monday, 20th November.
0830 = Arrived KINGSTON. Completed with 216 tons oil fuel,

1630 - Left KINGSTON for COLON,

Tuesday, 21st November.
Noon Position - 13D 33' North 780 14' West.,

Nothing of interest,

Wednesday, 22nd November.

0740 « Arrived COLON, Received PANAMA CANAL and United States
Neutrality Regulations. '

0830 « Left COLON and proceeded through PANAMA CANAL.

1510 = Passed BALBOA and proceeded on into the PACIFIC.

Thursday, 23rd Nowember.
Noon Position = 6° 06' North 81° 19" West.

Nothing of interest,

Frid 24th No bere.
0 0
Noon Position - 4 55' North 84 52' West.

Nothing of interest.

Saturday, 25th Novembere

0715 - Anchored in CHATHAM BAY, COCOS ISLAND,

0830 « "OTTAWA" and "RESTIGOUCHE" arrived. Commenced fuelling
; the formere

1130 « AMERICAN Fishing Yacht "QUEEN MARY" passed in the offing,
northward bound,

1830 -~ Completed fuelling "RESTIGOUCHE", Both destroyers sailed
for PANAMA,

1845 = "PERTH" sailed for PUNTA ARENAS (COSTA RICA).

e : S - : n R
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HeMloA.S. "PERTH" - WAR DIARY (continued).

Sunday, 26th November,
o 0
Noon Pogition - 9 33' North 84 58' West.

1300 - Proceeded into the Gulf of NICOYA (Costa Rica) keeping
outside the 3 mile limit,

1500 - Observed the German merchant ships "EISENACH" and "WESER"
at anchor off PUNTA ARENAS.
When about 4 miles from the latter I turned round and
proceeded to sea.

Monday, 27th November,
0 0
Noon Position - 8 07' North, 82 35' West.

0700 - Entered Gulf of DULCE, keeping outside 3 mile limit; then
proceeded along the Panamanian coast to the eastward.
Nothing suspicious seen. Located several places suitable
as fuelling anchorages in the CHARCO AZUL Bay area,
outside territorial waters.,

1700 = Completed reconnaissance. Set course for SOLANO BAY,
COLOMBIA.

Tuesday, 28th November,

O (0]
Noon Position - 6 34' North, 77 37' West.
1030 - Inspected SOLANO BAY from outside territorial waters.

It was reported to be the headquarters of a German

espionage organisation. No W/T Station and nothing
suspicious seen.

1616 = Inspected PENAS Bay (PANAMA),
Set course for PANAMA Bay,.

Wednesday, 29th November.
0800 - Anchored in PANAMA Bay,

0930 = Entered Canal.

1000 -~ HeBelle Minister at PANAMA (C.E.S.Dodd Esqe. C.M.G. )

came on board and stayed until +the Ship reached
MIRAFLORLS Lock,

1445 = Anchored in GATUN lake. Delayed very considerably hereo
2000 = Cleared COLON for KINGSTON.

Thursday, 30th November,

Noon Position =~ 13D 22' North, ?8u 26' West.,
Nothing of interest.

Friday, 1st Decembers ,
0830 = Arrived KINGSTON.

Ships in Harbour,
EFFINGHAL" "HOTSPUR" "OTTAWA® "RESTIGOUCHE"

Completed with 0il Fuel, 940 tons.
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HoM.A.S. "PERTH" - WAR DIARY (continued).

Saturday’ 2nd December
1000 - "OTTAWA" and "RESTIGOUCHE" sailed for Halifax,

Sunday, 3rd December.

1915 - "EFFINGHAM" sailed for Bermuda and Halifax.

Monday, 4th December,

0900 = Left Kingston in company with "HOTSPUR".
Carried out exercises,

1110+~ Detached "HOTSPUR" to relieve H.M.S. "HEREWARD" on the

Windward Passage patrol.
"PERTH" proceeded towards YUCATAN CHANNEL.,

Tuesday, 5th December,

Noon Position = 19 07' North, 81° 42' West.

0200 - Received instructions from "ORION" to patrol clear of
shipping routes in the YUCATAN area, in company with
"HOTSPUR" , and to patrol the YUCATAN CHANNEL if the
German merchant ships "COLUMBUS" and "ARAUCA"™ left
llexican ports.

0615 = Turned to the eastward for three hours to endeavout to
locate "HOTSPUR"™ but failed to do so.

0900 = Resumed course towards the westwarde.

Wednesday, 6th December,
Noon Position = 21° 20' North, 85° 24' West.

Patrolling to the South of YUCATAN CHANNEL.

Thurgday, 7th December,

Noon Pogition. - 21° 21! Nortl, 85“ 22' West.,
Patrolling in the YUCATAN area.

Friday, 8th Decembers
Noon Position = 21° 59' North, 85° 49' West.,
Patrolling in the YUCATAN area.
1100 = Two U.S.N. Flying Boats (33 P10 and P11) closed the Ship.
2230 - Heard U.S. News Broadcast reporting the praéanca of

"unidentified cruiser" in vicinity of Gulf of Mexico.
(This was probably "HOTSPUR")

_',-i'

. T .
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HoMJ.A.8. "PERTH" - WAR DIARY (continued)e.

Saturday, 9th Decembeg,
Noon Position = 21° 44' North, 86  00' West.
1000 = U.8.N., Flying Boats (53 P7 and P1) closed the Ship.
1245 « U.S. Destroyer "ROPER" closed the Ship.
Patrolling in YUCATAN area.

1940 = German tanker "NORDMEER" left Curacao.

Sunday, 10th December.,
Noon Position - 21° 06' North, 84° 16' West.

1800 - Sighted 5 U.S. Destroyers of "Flush Decker" type,
apparently bound from the northward to GUANTANAMO Bay
(Cuba) « Divisional Leader reported herself as "TEAN
I did not disclose my identitye.

Continued YUCATAN patrol.

Monday, 11th December,
Noon Position = 210 04' North, 84° 42' Weste

Patrolling in YUCATAN area.

Tuesday, 12th Decembers

Noon Position = 21° 17' North, 84° 30* West.
Patrolling in YUCATAN area.
1700 - Set course for KINGSTON.

Wednesday, 13th Decembers
Noon Position = 19° 05' North, 80 16' West.

Intercepted signals reporting the German pocket battleship
off the PLATE RIVER ("GRAF SPEE") and her subsequent action
with H.M.Ships "AJAX" , "ACHILLES" and "EXETER".

2330 - Had news of the departure of the German merchant ship

"ARAUCA" from TAMPICO at 1800 to-day, and the probable
departure of "COLUMBUS" at 0600 to-morrow, 14th.

Thursday, 14th Decembers
0800 - Arrived KINGSTON. Completed with oil fuel, 730 tons.

1230 - Received news of the departure of "COLUMBUS" from
VERA CRUZ at 1200,

Aovin *
1400 - Sailed for YUCATAN CHANNEL at 25 knots, bewsa previously
arranged a rendezvous there with H.M.S. "HEREWARD".

[ .
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HM.A.S. "PERTH" « WAR DIARY (continued).

Frid th December
Noon Position - 21° 10' North, 85° 00' Weste

1230 - Rendezvoused with "HEREWARD", Organised patrol for the
interception of "COLUMBUS",

1330 - "HEREWARD" parted companye. Commenced a search at twice
vigibility distance from "COLUMBUS" "farthest on" position
at 1630 until 1800, then returned to the YUCATAN CHANNEL
and established a cross-channel patrol at 20-25 knots
covering maximum ground possible.

Saturday, 16th December,
Noon Position = 21° 40' North, 85“ 39" West,

0100 - Patrolled for three hours in vicinity of Cape SAN ANTONIO
(Cuba) and then resumed patrol in mid-channel,

1000 = S‘pﬂke Swedish S.5. "CAPELLA" bound for GALWSTOHIl
1240 = U.S.N. Flying Boats 53P2 and P3 closed the ship.
1400 = Set course to meet "HEREWARD".

1530 = Sighted "HEREWARD" being shadowed by U.S. Destroyer "HEVANS"
Reorganised patrol: "PERTH" taking eastern half, "HEREWARD" - .
western half. :

1630,~ Parted company with "HEREWARD" who was still being followed
by "EVANS"

Sunday, 17th Decembere

Noon Position - 21° 38' North, 85° 29' West.

1000 = Met "HEREWARD" in mid channel.

1030 = Commenced fuelling her by trough method at 10 knots.

"HEREWARD" had lost "EVANS" during the night but was
now being followed by the Destroyer "TWIGGS" who continued

to0 shadow her all daye.

1410 = Completed fuelling of "HEREWARD", 242 tons.
Both ships resumed patrol stations.

Monday, 18th Decembery
Noon Position = 21n 52' North, 85n 12' West.

1140 - U.S.N. Flying Boats 31 P8 and P9 closed the ship.

1215 = Exchanged signals with U.S.S5. "YINCENNES" who persisted in
asking my name, but was not given it. Queer ideas of
"Neutrality" these Americans havel

1500 = U.S.S, "EVANS" closed "YINCENNES" apparently to receive
instructions, then proceeded to shadow "PERTH".
Continued YUCATAN patrol during the daye

1900 « "EVANS" parted companye

= — = =
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HolMoAS. "PERTH" - WAR DIARY (continued)e.

Tuesda th Decenb

0
Noon Position = 21° 49' North, 85 13' West.
a.m, = Continued patrol. |

1000 - Sighted U.S.5. "ITWIGGS" and U.S.S8. "VINCENNES"; the
former shadowed "PERTH" until 1130,

1030 - U.S.N., Flying Boats 53 P7 and P9 closed the ship.

1300 = Received information that "ARAUCA" had been sighted in
territorial waters off HILLSBOROUGH, Florida, proceeding
North. "ORION" instructed "PERTH" or "HEREWARD" to
join her. I decided that both should do so, as YUCATAN
Channel patrol was clearly no longer of any use.
Increased to 25 knots,

1600 - Received news that H.lM.S. "HYPERION" had intercepted
"COLUMBUS" about 300' North West of Bermuda, and that
she had set herself on fire. U.S.8. "TUSCALOOSA"
rescued the crew,

2045 « Instructed by "ORION" to return to KINGSTON ,
"ARAUCA" had taken refuge at PORT EVERGLADES, north of

MIAMI, Florida.

Wednesday, 20th December,

0
Noon Position = 20° 27' North, 82 52' West.
En route to KINGSTON.

1800 - Carried out 4" H.A. firing-

Thursday, 21st December,

0800 = Arrived KINGSTON.
H.,.S. "HOTSPUR" and H.M.C.S. "ASSINIBOINE" in

harbours,
Completed with oil fuel 1230 tona.

¥riday, 22nd Dacamﬂar.

0800 - Proceeded out of harbour and during the day, attempted
to tow off the British S.S. "HOUSTON CITY" which was
aground under Plum Point Lighthouse.

1400 = "HOTSPUR" sailed for COLON area.

1600 - Tow parted: returned to harbour.

Saturday 23rd December, to Tuesday 26th DecemberXs

At KINGSTON.

Wednesday, 27th Decembers.
0645 - "ORION" arrived at KINGSTON .

—
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HeMeAosSs "PERTH" - WAR DIARY (continued).

Thurgday, 28th December.

0945 - left KINGSTON.

Carried out Day and Night Gunnery Exercises outside
KINGSTON Harbour with H.M.C.S. "ASSINIBOINE".

2015 = i;rted anmpany from "ASSINIBOINE" and proceeded towards

Friday, 29th December,

Noon Position - 16° 02! North, 74° 22' West,
On passage to ARUBA,

Saturday, 30th December,
Noon Position = 12°2 55' North, 70° 37' West.

1530 = Off North Point, Aruba, where German merchant ships
"HEIDELBERG", "ANTILLA", "TROJA", and “GGHSUI.HORH“

were at anuhur.
1630 = met H.M.S. "DUNDEE",

1730 = Received instructions from "ORION" +to return to KINGSTON
in order to take over from her as Senior Officer,
Jamaica Force,

sSund st December

Noon Position = 15° 15' North, 73° 02' West.
Proceeding towards KINGSTON.

Mond st Janu 40

0800 = Arrived KINGSTON, completed with oil fuel 270 tons.
‘Took over from Commanding Officer H.M.S."ORION" , the
duties of Senior Officer Jamaica Force, with the 0il Fuel
Protective Force (H.M.Ships "DUNDEE" and "PENZANCE", which
were based on IRINIDAD, also under my orders)e.
HeMoCeSe "ASSINIBOINE" and the German Prize S.S. "DUSSELDORF"
also in harbour, |
"DUSSELDORF" had been captured by H.M.S. "DESPATCH" in the
vicinity of Valparaiso, and had been escorted frum.ﬂulu
by H.M.S. "HOTSPUR",

Tuesday, 2nd January.

1000 = Exercised boarding party in boarding the tankers
"BISHOPDALE" and "PATELLA" in Kingston harbour.

1600 « Left KINGSTON.

Wednesday, 3rd Januarys.

Noon Position -,16G 49" North, 72° 52' West,
Patrolling to the south east of JAMAICA about Long. 73° West.

2300 = Received instructions from Commander-in-Chief to preceed
to the WINDWARD PASSAGE Area in consequence of the possibility

of German ships leaving ARUBA and CURACAQ.
"ASSINIBOINE" was directed to proceed to the FLORIDA Strait.

\ e i e S ¥ g == o
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HeM.A.S. "PERTH" - WAR DIARY (continued).

Thursday, 4th January,.
Noon Position - 19u 13' North, 74° 17* West,

Patrolling in WINDWARD PASSAGE Area.

—

Frid th Januar
Noon Position = 18° 23" North 75° 39" Weat,
Patrolling South of WINDWARD PASSAGE.

Saturday, 6th January,
Noon Position - 18° 31' North, 77° 13' West.

Patrolling off the North Coast of JAMAICA and towards the
CUBAN Coast.

Sunday, 7th Januarye

Noon Position = 20°'39' Noxrth, ?30 49' West,
Patrolling North of the WINDWARD PASSAGH,

Monday, 8th January,

Noon Position = 19° 56' North, 72° 23' Weste
Patrolling along the North Coast of HAITI as far as Cape
HAITIEN, and then back to WINDWARD PASSAGE.,

Tuesday, 9th Januarye.

Noon Position = 18? 26' North, 75° 00' West. on
Patrolling in vicinity of NAVASSA Island. Carried out revoluti
and speed trials over a measured distance,

Pellls Set course for KINGSTON,

Wednesd Oth Jan

0700 - Received news uf the departure at about 1930, 9th January,
of the German S.3. "CONSUL HORN" from ARUBA.

0745 = Arrived KINGSTON, and completed with fuel, 480 tons.
1145 = Sailed for WINDWARD PASSAGEH.

1400 - Met oiler "BISHOPDALE" (on Admiralty charter) and instructed
- her to proceed to the vicinity of CAPE MAYSI (Windward Passage)
and patrol there until further orders.

Thursday, 11th Januarye
Noon Position = 19° 58 North, 730 39 West,

0730 = Reached WINDWARD PASSAGE and commenced patrol,
At night, closed to the vicinity of Cagpe St NICHOLAS MOLE
(Haiti) as the most likely route for "CONSUL HORN" to take
if she used the Windward Passage.

(Actually she reached a Norweigan port safely, having
probably proceeded through the more direct Mona Passage).

S
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HelloAsS. "PERTH" WAR DIARY - (continued)e.

Friday, 12th January,
Noon Position = 19°53' North, 73° 43' West.

0700 - Resumed the day patrol.
1100 = U.S.N. Flying Boats 31, P10, P11 and P12 closed the ship.

Saturday, 13th Januarye
Noon Position = 19u 51' North, ?3u 44.* VWest.

1030 = U.S.N. Flying Boat closed the ship.
Continued normal patrol.

Sunday, 14th Januarye
Noon Position = 19ﬂ 28' North, 73D 22' Weste.

Patrolling in WINDWARD PASSAGE.
Mond th Januaxr
Noon Position = 19° 48' North, 73° 38' West.
a.n. = Patrolling in WYNDWARD PASSAGH.
1100 -« U.S.N, Flying Boats 31 P10 and P11 closed the ship.

1330 = Closed "BISHOPDALE" and instructed her to remain within
100 miles of Cape MAYSI pending arrangements for fuelling
of "ASSINIBOINE".

1400 - Set course for KINGSTON.

Tuesday, 16th Januarye
0800 = Arrived KINGSTON. Completed with oil fuel 470 tons.

Wednesday, 17th January.
2330 = "ASSINIBOINE" arrived KINGSTON from NASSAU (Bahamas ).

Thurgday, 18th January,
Nothing of Intereste.

Friday, 19th Januarys

0900 = “ASSIHIBGIHﬁ“ gailed for COLON to collect a German prisoner
of war (Von Appen ) who had been landed there sick from
the prize "DUSSELDORF".

2330 - Received news that German S.S. "HEIDELBERG" at ARUBA
obtained a clearance and was apparenyly ready for departure.
Prepared for sea.

M -
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HM.A.S. "PERTH" - WAR DIARY (continued)e

Saturday, 20th January,
0330 - Left KINGSTON for ARUBA at 22 knots.

Sunday 21st January.
Noon Position - 12° 51' North, 699 47' West.

0400 = Off North Point, ARUBA.
0600 = Observed S.5. "HEIDELBERG" , "ANTILLA" and "TROJA" at anchor.

1230 - Rendezvoused by arrangement with ¥rench Cruiser "JEANNE D'ARC"
20 miles North of ARUBA. Exchanged information with her,
She gstated that the French A.M.C. "BARFLEUR", which I had
been informed was patrolling off CURACAO, was not, in fact,
in the area.

1730 - Sighted German ships of f North Point, ARUBA, and continued
patrolling in that area during the night.

Monday, 22nd Januarye
Noon Position = 12° 54' North, 69“ 35" Weste

0630 = Left North Point and proceeded to patrol in a position about
40 miles North West of CURACAO,.

1930 - Cormenced night patrol off North Point, ARUBA.

Tuesday, 23rd Januarye

Noon Position - 12° 10' North, 69° 27' West.
Patrols as for yesterday.

Wednesday, 24th Januarye

Noon Position - 13n 05' North, 69u 26" Weste
Patrols as for yesterday.

5020 = Arrived off North Point and found that "HEIDELBERG" was
not there. Commenced search at 23 knots towards MONA
Passage. Informed Commander-in-Chief, Jamaica and
Martiniquee.

Thursday, 25th Januarye

Noon Position = 12° 36' North, 70° 11' West.
0115 = Received message from S.0.(I). Jamaica, that "HEIDELBERG"

had gone to ORANJESTAD (Aruba) yesterday afternoon, for
water. Reduced to 15 knots and set course for ARUBA.

1000 = Arrived off ARUBA, Observed "HEIDELBERG" at ORANJESTAD.
Continued ARUBA Area patrol during the day and night.

Friday, 26th Januarye

Noon Position = 12° 47' North, 699 41' West.
Continued ARUBA Area patrole.
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HeM.AsSe "PERTH" - WAR DIARY (ﬂﬂntiHUQd)l

Friday, 26th January [uuntinuaé)u

Between 1030 and 1130 passed the following U.S. Ships bound

‘ for CURACAO and ARUBA, "WICHITA" (Flag), "VINCENNES",
"HATFIELD", "BROOKS", "FOX", "KANE", "LAWRENCE", "HUMPHRIES",
"SANDS", "KING", "WICKES", "TWIGGS", "PHILIP", "EVANS",

pelte = Patrolled between ORANJESTAD and North Point, ARUBA.

Saturday, 27th Januarye.
Noon Position = 13° 33' North, 69° 56' West.

0900 = Relieved by "ASSINIBOINE" on ARUBA patrol. Set course for
the coast of HAITI.

Sunday, 28th January,
Noon Position = 160.10' North, 73ﬂ 28" West.

0930 - Commenced speed and fuel consumption trials over a measured
distance in the vicinity of the Bay AUX CAYES, Haiti.

1500 = Completed trials., Set course for KINGSTON,

Monday, 29th January.
0815 = Carried out 6" F.C. firing off KINGSTON.

0930 - Arrived KINGSTON, Completed with oil fuel, 940 tons.
\

Tuesday, 30th Januarye.
Completed with stores.

Wednes gt Janu

1700 = Left KINGSTON for ARUBA Area.

Thursday, 1st February.

Noon Position = 15u 16' North, 73u 16' West.
En route to ARUBA Area,

Friday, 2nd Februarye
Noon Position - 13D 07' North, 72u 02' West.

0700 = Took over ARUBA patrol from "ASSINIBOINE" at a rendezvous
25' North East of North Point.

1730 = Closed North Point, and patrolled in the vicinity during
the night.
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H.M.A.S., "PERTH" - WAR DIARY (continued)e.

Saturday, 3rd February,
Noon Position - 129451' North, 690 39" Weste.

0430 = Intercepted a signal from British Tanker "JAMES McGEE"
reporting that one of the German ships was leaving
"CALIFORNIA POINT" . The latter, not shown on British
charts, proved to be North Point, ARUBA. Actually the
tanker had seen "PERTH" on patrol and several signals were
necessary before the effect of the lMasters stupidity
could be nullified, -

Patrolled as usual in the vicinity of ARUBA.

Sunday, 4th Februarye.
Noon Position = 12° 13' North, 69° 10' West.

a.ms - Proceeded towards CURACAO.

1230 « Met "DUNDEE" off St MICHAEL'S BAY, Curacaoce. Exchanged inf-
ormation. Sighted the fdllowing German lMerchant Shipsi:-

St, Michael's Bay: “SEATTLE" , "VANCOUVER"

Caracas Bays "HANNOVER" , "ESTE"
: Fuik Bays "HENRY HORN" , "MIMI HORN" , "PATRICIA",

1300 - Sighted small German Tanker "FRISIA" proceeding up the
coast towards St MICHAEL'S BAY, and inside territorial
waters, to fuel "SEATTLE",

1315 = Set course for ARUBA.
Night - Patrolling in vicinity of NORTH POINT, Aruba.

Monday, 5th February.

Noon Positione. 12° 59' North, 69“ 47' West.
Patrolling in ARUBA Area.,

Tuegdgy, 6th February,
Noon Position - 12° 17' North, 709 22' West.

a.m. Proceeded into Gulf of VENEZUELA.

1600 = Rendezvoused with "ASSINIBOINE" North of ARUBA. She took

over the ARUBA. patrol.
"PERTH" proceeded to CURACAO and patrolled in vicinity of

StMICHAEL'S BAY.

Wednesday, 7th February,

Noon Position - 12° 49' North, 69° 21" West.
By day, patrolling North of CURACAO, by night, off

St MICHAEL'S BAY.

e
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Hol.A.S. "PERTH" - WAR DIARY (continued).

Thursday, 8th February.
Noon position =- 12D 19' North, 69D 19" West.

0600 - Sighted Dutch sloop "VAN KINSBERGGEN" south of WILLEMSTAT.
Patrolling by day north of CURACAO,
Received reports that "SEATTLE" and "VANCOUVER" would
probably sail within the next week - new moon period
with dark nights. '
Commander-in-Chief ordered "PERTH" and "DUNDEE" to remain
on CURACAO patrol, and "PENZANCE" to assist. The French Armed

Merchant Cruiser "BARFLEUR" was sent from MARTINIQUE, and the i
tanker "WAR BRAHMIN" ordered to complete with fuel at |
TRINIDAD and thento patrol off BONAIRE, fuelling H.M, Ships
i as necessary.

"PERTH" assumed command of operations.

Night -« Patrolled off St.MIGHAEL'S BAY,

Friday, 9th February.
Noon -position - 12° 42' North, 680 50' VWest.

0400 - Sighted a darkened ship coming out of ST.MICHAEL'S BAY,
She signalled that she had " Something to communicate "

but failed to pass anything. 3She appeared to be a large {
British freighter. British ships had been instructed by
the Reporting Officers in CURACAC and ARUBA to examine and

report movements, if any, of the German ships. Neither of
the two which had so far been entrusted with this task

jugstified the confidence placed in them.

0630 - et "DUNDEE". By
Patrolled during the day and night north of CURACAO. |

AJ,. Reported by "DUNDEE" that "MIMI HCORN" had gone alongside
"VANCOUVER" and that "HENRY HORN" had commenced painting g

hereself grey.
Received instructions from Captain-~-in-Charge that all ships

were to remain in CURACAQ area until farther orders.

Saturday, 10th February.

Noon posgition =- 12u 44' North, 690 24" Viest.
Patrolling north of CURACAO in position to be ready to

intercept any German ship attempting to escape. The sloops
were sighting them at irregular intervals at night.

Sunday, 11th February.
o 0
Noon position - 12" 52' North, 68 35' West,

Patrolling north of CURACAO.

Monday, 12th February.
. 0 0
Noon position - 12 51 North, 68 37' West.

Patrolling north of CURACAO.

| ————

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO/74074



Pag& 28-

H.l.A.S. "PERTH" - WAR DIARY (continued).

Tuesday, l13th February.

0 0
Noon position - 12 52' North, 68 137' West.
Patrolling north of CURACAO.
Admiraltly authorized 200 tons Diesel oil being supplied

to "HEIDELBERG" at ARUBA through the Dutch, to encourage
,Jer to attempt to escape.

Wednegday, l4th February.
0 O
Noon position - 12 54' North, 68 42' West.

Patrolling north of CURACAO.

"DUNDEE" reported being unable to fuel from "WAR BRAHMIN"
owing to weather conditions.

Thursday, 15th February.

| 0
Noon posgition = 13ﬂ 16" North, 69 10' West.

AM, Proceeded to a position 50 miles north of NORTH POINT,
CURACAO, to rendezvous with French Cruiser "JEANNE D'ARC",
Waited there all day but she did not appear.

2030  "PENZANCE" reported a " strange Cruiser " south of CURACAO.

This proved to be "JEANNE D'ARC" who had apparently received
no orders from ADMIRAIL, MARTINIQUE, to meet me,

Friday, 16th February.

0
Noon position - 13 45' North, 71° 02' West.
0500 Set course for KINGSTON.
A, Carried out H.A. training class firings.

1800 Carried out a Damage Control Exercise with H.A. Full
calibre firing. : '

Saturday, 17th February.

1100 Arrived KINGSTON, completed with provisions and oil fuel,
1120 tons.

Sunday, 18th - Wednesday, 21st February.

At KINGSTON.,

Thursday, 22nd February.

0700 "DESPATCH" (Commodore C.G.B.COLTART, C.V.0.) arrived from
West Coast, South America.

0930 "PERTH" sailed for ARUBA Area.

- = L ——— — e ——
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HM.A.S. "PERTH" - WAR DIARY (Continued).

Friday, 23rd February.

0
Noon position - 14° 08' North, 71 30' West.
En route to ARUBA.
2045 Off NORTH POINT, ARUBA.

"HEIDELBERG", "ANTILLA" and "TROJA" at anchor. Patrolled
in the viecinity during the night.

caturday, 24th February.
0
Noon position - 13D 01' North, 69 33' West.

Patrolling north of ARUBA,

Sund 25th February.

Noon pogition - 12° 56' North, 69ﬂ 47' West.
Patrolling near ARUBA.

1800 Sighted German shipa at North Point.

2000 Set Course for KINGSTON,

WMonday, 26th February.

Noon Posgition - 15u 13' North, '?3D 30' West.
En route to KINGSTON.

Tuegday, 27th February.

0800 Arrived KINGSTON. Completed with 460 tons fuel, and

fresh provisions.
"DIOMEDE" and "ASSINIBOINE" in harbour.

Wednesday, 20th February.
KINGSTON.

Thursday, 29th February.
0830  "DUNEDIN" arrived from BERMUDA.
1700 WPERTH" left KINGSTON in company with "DIOMEDE" for COLON.

2100 Approximately. German ships "TROJA" and "HEIDELBERG" left

ARUBA.
WDIOMEDE" and "PERTH" were not required for the search
operations.

Friday, 1l1st March,
0
Noon position - 13° 26' North, 78 02' West.

Carried out exercises with "DIOMEDE",

Received news that "HEIDELBERG" and "TROJA" had been
intercepted by H.M. ships "DUNEDIN" and "DESPATCH"
respectively, and that both had set themselves on fire

and scuttled.

—— -
—_— — = —_— s — _'I
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HelloAeSe "PERTH" - WAR DIARY (CﬂntiHUEdJl

Saturday, 2nd March.
0700 Arrived COLON. Fired national salute of 21 guns.,

0030 Commenced transit of the PANAMA CANAL.
1130  Anchored - GATUN LAKE,
1545 Proceeded.

2115  Stopped off BALBOA. H.M.MINISTER and CONSUL came on board
and took passage to PANAMA BAY,.

2200 Anchored - PANANMA BAY.
"DIOMEDE" proceeded for the coast of PERU.

SUNDAY, 3rd March.

0645 Sailed for PAPEETE (TAHITI).

Monday, 4th March to Saturday 16th March.,

Uneventful passage to PAPEETE. No ships of any sort
seen en route. Crossed the equator on 7th March.
Entered NEW ZEALAND station at 1100, 11th March.

Sunday, 17th March,

0745  Secured alongside wharf at PAPEETE.

Adle  Bxchanged calls with BEritish Consul, Commandant de la Marine,
Mayor and Governor.

Monday, l0th and Tuesday 19th karch.

At PAPEETE, Took in 300 tons Diesel oil.

Wednesday, 20th liarch,
0900 Left PAPEETE.

Thursday, 218t March to Sunday, 24th lMarch.

En route to SUVA, Nothing of interest.

Monda 25th March.

0830 Arrived SUVA. H.M.S."HECTOR" (A.M.C.) in harbour,
1600 "HECTOR" sailed for AUCKLAND.

Tuesday, 26th March.
At SUVA.
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H.M.A.S."PERTH" - WAR DIARY (Continued).

Wednesday, 27th March.

0745 Left SUVA.

AL, Carried out Torpedo firings.

Thursday, 28th to Saturday 30th March.

En route to Sydney. MNothing of interest.

Sunday, 31st March.

1045 Secured alongside SHEER WHARF, GARDEN ISLAND.

Prime Minister of Australia (Right Honourable
R.G.Menzies, P.C.) visited the ship.

wl
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STEAMING SINCE THE DECLARATION OF WAR.

MONTH. DAYS UNDER WAY. DISTANCE STEAMED.
September 26 7404 lMiles
(from 3rd)
Cctober 27 7779
November 23 6501
December 23 7224
January 27 7970
February 24 6724
March 27 8661
TOTAL 177 52,263 MILES.

!uut of 210! -
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