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. Reference NO...RP¢-22/037 4. 3800, ....

To HE SECRETARY.  MNAVAL BOARD.  NAYY ORRIC. B LtLROLIRINE.
(COﬁy — The Naval Officer-in-Charpe, New Gulnea
Sh@hﬂh RLELR&mQE®B£QCEEDIH&SmﬁwhwﬂmbvRBLATXEHS ; e ety

FEBRUARY ,1945

Subrﬂltted for the information of the Naval Board
the attached Report of Proceedings of H.l,A.S."PLATYPUS"
for the month of February, 1945.

LIBUTENANT COVNANDER,RefBello R,
COLIAND ING OFFICER.

Enecls: 2
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2 TEPLY PLEASE QUOTE

No.PPe 22/037/%80%

Sir,

8¢ 6334 3
\
|

HeM.A.S. "PLATYPUSY,
1st. March, 1945

H.M. A.S. "PLATYPUS" — REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
—  FOR NONTH OF BUBRUARY ,1945

I have the honour to submit the following report of

proceedings of H.ll.A.S."PLATYPUS" for the month of February,

194.5.
lst.=5th.

5th.1500

1600

2300

6th.0630

1800

1840

<000

7Tth.0741
1045
1600

8the
9th. 0655

0755
0800

: 1120
10th.1100

. Following officers transferred to "SWAN" from 1

At anchor in liadang Harbour, carrying out repairs i
to "TERKA", "TOLGA"™ "RCONA" and other repair work as
ordered by the Naval Officer-in-Charge Illew Guinea.

Clocks retarded 1 hour to "I“ (ITEN) Time

All following times are "“ITEN"

Weirhed and proceeded in accordance with 1N.0.I.C.

Jew Guinea's orders to Hollandia and llios Woendl

with A.S.R. Vessel "Air Watch" in company proceeding

to Aitape. _
Rendezvous made with H.ll.A.S."VENDETTA" who took |
station ahead as recuisite for A/S cover and escort.
Speed of advance 10 knots.

"Air Wateh" reported having struck a submerged
object and probable demage to propellors. After
inspection reported able to maintain speed of 12
knots with only slight vibration. It was decided
that owing to uncertain condition of propellors |
not to detach "Air Watch" <for Aitape and this was |
made by Ei%ﬂﬁl to N.0.I.C. lNew Guinea. |
W ir Watch" revorted Steering Gear jambing and

excessive vibration from both engines. It was 1
decided to stop and tow "Air Watch'. |
Proceeded with "Air Watch" in tow at various j
reduced speeds till reaching maximum of 8.5 knots.

However this speedappeared too great for strength

of "Air Watch"™ focsle winch which commenced to

break out of deck and speed was reduced to 6.5 knots.
Maip Watceh" reported that steering gear had been
fdved and tow wes slipped. Proceeding to Hollandla
at 10 knots.

Came to anchor in Hollandia "Air Watch" secured
alongside. - -
"adir Watch" proceeded into Repair Watch to report
to Port Director for slipping and ingpectilon. |
Weighed and proceeded with "Jon Jim" in tow, o
WRNDETTA" escorting speed of advance 8.5. knotse
On passage to lios Woendl |
Slipped tOw Jon Jim outside boom to to "Fay C - |
and proceeded into harboure |
Came to anchor in berth "F" |
Digl out with no notice for steeam. Steam kept for ;
domestic purposes only. é
"QITAIT" gecured alongside. |
Comrmander J.C. lorrow, DeS.0s. DeS.Ce Re.A.I |
(Commander "D") and staff joined "PLATYPUSY from |
"E:‘.‘i."JAE“ -
"PLATYPUSY :-

Tempy. Lieutenant F. Bradgate,R.A..R.(S)
surgeon Lieutenant J.D. Isles, R.A.l.R. |
Lieutenant(SP) W.N.A. Latchford, R.A.N.V.Re. :
Sub-Lieutenant H.J.L. Ashton, R.A.N. Re |

g W
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|

Sub=-Lieutenant (8) H.R. Williams, R.A.N.R.
Lieutenant C. licArthur, R.A.N.V.R.
(for passage to Madangj | .

10th-28th At anchor liios Woendi as Starr Headquarters Ship to
Commander"D" and carrying out repairs to vessels of the
Escort Flotilla.,

Commander "D" 's reports will now cover the amount of
repair work carried out and since arrival at liios Woendi,"PLATYPUSY
has worked to capacity doing all work that could possibly be
undertaken., .

The officers and ship's company have all displayed
willingness and keeness to carry out all work for which "PLATYPUS"
is intended. All possible assistance is being given by every
department to help the escort vessels with their various problems.

The general health and discipline of the ship's company
is excellent and should remain so as liios Woendi affords good
recreational facilities, swimming, water polo, whaler sailigg ahﬁh
pulling with occasional boxing tournaments ashore at the U.S.I.
Naval Base.

: "PLAWYPUS" Cinema is shnwlng 6 nights per week and proved
not only a boom''to our own ship's company but to all ships in
the harbour. The accomodation on the upper deck is good, and the
sound and general reproduction of the set is excellent. A good
supply of films from the U.S. llaval Base allows a new programme

| each night. Only one situation exists in "PLATYPUS" which causes

concern, that is th accomodation in both the Chief Petty Officer's
and Petty Officer's liesses is overtaxed, many more of these ratings
are being carried than allowed on the Ship's Complement, also that
the ventilation is not all that can be desired in this climate.
Slight alterations are being carried out by the Ship's Staff which
it is hoped will improve the existing conditions.

i

Distance Steamed during [ebruary - 722 miles
deat . o T 192 tona 011
Fuel consumed during February 174 " Ganl

i P '
Average speed for Eebruary - 9.3 ﬂtg Diesel
Total distance steamed _ 3768 miles

since leaving lielbourne

LIEUTENANT COUANDER,R.A.N,R, (8)
GOLILANDING OFFICER.
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igt. arch, 1045

I hewe the hononr o adbnit the Mellowing report of

wﬂ_ of Hallofie 5s "PLATYFUGCY for the month of Februapy,

Clocke veterded ° hour to "I™ (ITHEN) Time
following times are “ITEN"

' accordance with H.C.I.C.
Hollandis and lios oendd
in curpeny

Hateh" for Altepe oid this wes
to N0l Tlogw Oulness g _

Alp Yoteh® proceeded into tepelr
to Port Director for el and i

Se O ﬂtﬁim Re ey

Joined TYrUS® from

Da

Following officers transferred to "CUAR" from
"FLATYPUS" e

Asle e B
ey Ay B g g

Lioutenant(8P) W,N.i. Letohfoprd, ReAl.V,Re
Hedolio Aghton, = ReAsl, e

Holle AsSe "FLATYIUS",
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Sub-Lieutenent (5) H.R. ¥illiems, R.A.Neis
Lisutenant C. licArthur ReAsHeVeRe
(for passage to Bm’

i0th-28th At aanchor Lios oendd as Staff Headquariers Ship to
Commander"D" and carrying out repairs to vessels of the
Escort Flotilla. .

. Conmander "D" 'g reports will now cover the amount of
repair work carried out snd since arrival at Mios Yoendl,"PLATYPUS"
has worked to capacity dolng all work that could possibly be

andertalken, |
The officers and ship's e mpany have all displayed |
willingness and keeness to out all work for whiech "FLATYFUS"

is intended. All possible assistance is be given hym
department to help the escort vessels with thelr various

The general heslth and diseipline of the ship's compeny
is e;xcellent and should rennin so ae Nios Toendl alfords 1{9&!
recreational facilities, swim.ing, cator puulo, whaler sa and
puliing with oecasional boxing tournaments cehore at the 0.3..11.
Haval lagt.

"OLATYPUST Cinema 13 showing € nights per week and proved
not only & boom to ummmipummbm to all ahipain
the harbour. The accomodetion on the upper deck ig good, and the
sound and genersl reproduction of the set is excellent. A good
supply of films from the U.3. Naval Tage allows & new graume
each night. Only one situation exists in "PLATYPUG" causes
concern, that is the accomodation in both the Chief Petty Officer's
and Petty Officer's liesses is overtaxed, meny miore of these retings
are be carried than allowed on the Ship's Complement, also that
thnvmhﬂuumtanthtmhmutm?dmm
81light alterations are being carried out by the Ship's Staflf which
it is hoped will improve the existing conditions.

Distence Steamed during Pebraary - 722 niles

| Fael consumed durdng "ebruary - Eﬁg'ﬂ tﬂ :iﬂ
Average speed for February - 9.3 Knho " Dieix
Total distance steaned - 3768 miles

gince leaving Melbourne

" *"#7 uii‘ﬂiﬁl}#&{m :
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Bepartment of the Naby

Royal Qustralian Naby. SEcre? "
From. THE_COMUANDING OFFIGER, H.L. A.S."PLATYRUSY.  Qea™
Date .....8. February, 1945.. .Reference No...EaEs22.] 5’27[ C"?,Z_é{.....

To THE SECRETARY, NAVAL BOABD, NAVY OQOFFICE,.

SRR PR R AR R R R SRR SR AR R

( Copy to The Naval OPficeP—in-Gharge er Guinea.)
Subject .REEQRT. OF EPROCEEDINGS = HalloAo8. L M”w .

Submitted for the information of the Naval Board,
Report of Proceedings of H.I,A,S."PLATYPUSY for the month .

January, 1945.

[y cndove

@ummunmtaltb of gllﬁ\/ﬂllﬂ* S (J* ’-L" ' .
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LIEUTENANT COMIIANDER, R.A.N.R, (8)

COMVANDING OFFICER.
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- REPLY FPLEASE QUOTA

No.PuR.22/037/2747 .
H.E.A.S.“PLATYPUS“,
8th. February,l945,

H.M.A,S."PLATYPUS" ~ REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
POR JANUARY, 1945,

Sir,

I have the honour to submit the following report of
proceedings of H.lLA.S."PLATYPUS" for the month of January,l1945.

lst.=-4th, Alongside 0il Wharf,Garden Island,Sydney,storing ship,

4th,0800K, Slipped and proceeded to No,6 Buoy for Beperming which
was completed at 1600K.

Fth,0830K, Slipped and proceeded over D,&.,Range and on completion
at 1020K secured to No,6 Buoy for swinging of magnetic
compa.sses.

1413K, Slipped and proceeded $o sea for Gun Trials of newly
fitted Bofor 40N,
Aftér completing gun trials "Platypus'" was ordered to
Proceed into Watson's Bay and drop Gun Trial Party
into "Bimbi" .At 1535, whilst approaching the Boom at
reduced speed walting for signals from Gete Vessel,
very strong squells from NNE force 7 were experienced,
The signal for outgoing traffic was shown to allow &
llanly ferry to pass out, "Platypus'became difficult to
hold in channel without steerage way and slso as she was
1 foot 6 inches by the head, being fully bunkered and
stored. All attempts to turn and keep glear in channel
by means of main engines (then ordered to full pewer)
falled, and it was necessary to signal "Bimbi'" to help
push my bow up into the wind, and finally starboard
anchor was let go to prevent "Platypus" blowing broadside
on to the Boom. Unfortunately, when heaving up the starw
-board anchor,after the squall had eased, 1t was found
that the No.l3 Loop had been damaged.

1618X. "Platypus" was turned in the Channel and proceeded to
Townsville in accordance with N,0,I,C.,8ydneyts orders,

hth.=-10th, On passage to Townsville. Speed of advance - 10 knots.

10th.1330K."Platypus" secured Port side to on West side of No.l
Pier, Townsville, and commenced oiling and watering.
Coal Hulk "Shandon" was placed alongside at 1420X and
coaling was carried out until 1700K.

11th,0800K .,Resumed coaling ship.

12th.064ﬁK.Stm§yed coaling, and "Shandon" slipped to replenish with
coal.,. |

1730K." Bhandon" secured alongside and resumed coaling ship.

13th,0500K,.Completed coaling and secured for sea, The rate at which
coal is supplied from Coal Hulks in this port is extremely
poor but appears to be governed by the attitude of the
coal lumpers.
0730K,S81lipped and proceeded,in accordance with N.0.I.C,
Townsville's orders, to Milne Bay. Speed of advance -
10 knpts. '

1Athel6th, On passage to llilne Bay.

. 16th,1604K.Came to anchor in F4 anchorage, liilne Bay.

RCOIGTO74089
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17th,1448k.Weighed and proceeded alongside tanker "Arayat" to
complete with oil fuel,

1817K.Fuelled, slipped from tanker and returned to anchorage
in llilne Bay,

18th.0322K.Weighed and proceeded in accordance with N.0.I.C,Milne
Bay's orders, to lladang. Speed of advance - 10 knots,

18th.-20th.0n passage to liadang,
20th.,0744X.Came to anchor in lladang Harbour,

20th.=31st.At anchor in lladang Harbour, carrying out repairs to
"Terks" ," Tolga" ,"Rond", and other repair work as ordered
by N.O0.I.C.New Guinea,

Enclosed is a general report from the Engineer Officer
which describes the satisfactory condition of that Department.
The morale, discipline and general health of the Shipts Company A

¥,

ls very good. | : A
Distance steamed during January - 24732 miles.
Fuel consumed during January - 3366 tons oil,

206  tons coal,
Average speed for January - 9«58 knots.

Total dlistance steamed since
leaving llelbourne - 3092 miles,

Aﬁmdnc,

LIEUTENANT COMIANDER, R.A.lN.R.

RCOIGT 074089
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H.M.A,.8,YPLATYPUSY
29th. January, I945

The' Commanding Officer,
H,M.A, S, " PLATYPUS!

| . I beg to submit for your consideration the
following report of the condition and the performances of the Ship'ts
llain Propelling and Auxiliary llachinery, slso remarks and recommendstio-
| -ns regarding the Alterations and Additions carried out during the |
, Ship's recent refit.

(1) Main Propelling Machinery: The main engines are in exceptionally
good condition and give no trouble, they are well balaneed and easy
to handle.  Their refit was carried out entirely by shipt's staff,.

| From records and observations made during the
recent passage I am sure that 1n any emergency a spped of I30
revolutions (I3 knots) could be obtained.

Maximum revolutlions obtalned during full spéed

trial was I38, therefore I am convinced, that with the ship on an
| even keel or trimmed slightly by the stern, an average ship's speeéd
* of I2 knots could be maintained over a period,

- On future occasions when practicable, may I
sugeest that No. I Tank and the For'!'d Wing Bunkers remsln empty

the.: necessary ballast being obtained by keeping all other tanks not
in use, pressed full.

(2) Auxiliagry Machinery: The Auxiliary Machinery 1ln general ls very
satisfactory in condition, both Port and Starboard. Turbo-Generators
have been thoroughly tried and adjusted, they are now working on ship's
load as reduired.

Port and Starboard Crossley Diesel Generators are
also giving satisfaction, they have been well tested and whilst on
trial during passage, they ran continuous on ship's load for 72 hours
‘giving no trouble.

(3) Bollerss All boilers are in good condition, Wear and Waste
Tests, also pressure tests were carried out during refit.

Fortd Boilers Nos I and 2 Since converting to oil fuel ( lMajor
Furnace Low PressureSystem) there has been no difficulty in
meintaining a steady sfeam, whereas prior to this converslon, steam
for I00 revolutions wag difficult to maintain using all four boilers.

With the few improvements carried out recently,
the system 1s proving satisfactory weither for main or auxlliary
steaming, motor troubles have been practically eliminated and the
forming of a ring of carbon around the furnaces has been partially
overcome,

It may be found necessary, at a later date to
install larger blower motors in order to supply a greater quanity of
air to the burners, however, further trials will declde.

At present the blowers allow for a supply of 500
cubic feet of air per minute and whilst this is quite adequate for
ceneral main steaming (IO-II knots) it appears insufficlient when
steaming over this speed.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO74089
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The conversion on thE.WhDIE'hﬂwevBP is definitely Inu%
superior to that of coal and at the present stage I van recommend
the system be fitted whereever warranted. |

The following figures of pressures and temperatures, also
remarks on performance may be of future assistance and guidance
to anyone concerned.

( 1 ) Steaming on 2 No, For'd 0il Fuel Boilers only an average
speed of 8 knots (90 revolutions) was maintained for 36 hours, the
consumption of oil per day being 22 tons. | .

( i1 ) Steaming on all four boilers (2 No. For'd oll, 2 Ne, Aft on
Coal) an engine speed of I20 revolutions was maintained for a period
of I2 hours, it being then necessary to ease down to conform with
the E.T.A., during this period an average speed of IT.5 knots was
malntalned, the consumption of fuel beilng IO téns of oil and I3 tons
of coal , that Deing 20 tons of o0il and 26 of coal per day.

At all times only one fuel pump and one blower is used, these .
being changed over every four hours to the stand by pump and blower,
This routine partly obviated the excess heating heating up of the
motors which was experienced earlier. E

The following figures were taken when steaming under normal
conditions with average engine revolutions of IIO,

For'd O0il Fired Boiler Room

I No, Steam fan supplying secondary air at 24'water gauge

I No, Blower fan supplying primary air at 500 Cubic feet per
minute. #

I No. 011 fuel pump

0il temperature at I75 to I80

0il pressure at %% lbs. only.

Boiler room temperatures II0 - I20

Under the above conditions, good combustion was obtained with
a slignt haze at the funnel, a lbttle smoke only, was observed during
the pitching or cleaning of fires in the after boiler room,

Steaming Range.

It ‘can be seen that the steaming range for the ship has been
greatly lncreasgsed and fuel oll tanks together with For'd wing and
after coal bunkers full, a reasonable estimate is as follows:-

Total coal capacity 400 tons
Total Fuel 0il I80 tons

Economical Speed.

Contlnuous steaming on 2 No. Boilers at a time 80 - 85
revolutions, average speed 74 = 8 knots.

0il I40 tons at 22 tons daily, 8 knots = I200 miles
Coal 300 bons at 25 tons daily 74 knots = 2I60 miles
Total: 3360 miles

This allows for 40 tons of oil and I00 tons of coal remeining
in reserve,

Speed at II Knots

Continuous steaming on all four boilers, II3 revolutions
average speed II knots.

0il I80 tons at I8 tons daily
Goal 260 " at 26 tens L II knots 2640 miles

Coal IR0 tons remaining in reserve.

~ Engineers Workshop lMachlnery

Practically all the new equipment has been in use, and working

St .iu.-—'.ﬂ. g TR

5
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torarily. T’ese machines in addition to the
satégfam wifl %reatf

] original
machinery y assist the shlp's repalr faclilltle

Se

Ventilation Systemg

With a few exception the ship is now comparatively
confortable.

|

|

| Lanndry s :

| - The washing mechine and dryer are satisfactory and
| are dealing with all ship washing.

Damsge Control:

Shipt's allowance is practically up to date, 2 No.
Drysdale Snorer Electric Pumps havebstill to be supplied in lieu

of 2 No. Downton Pumps.

= S e e —— =

Fire fighting equipment and damage control equipment
has been fitted around the ship and excerising of same is being
carried out at frequent intervals. |

In conclusion, without @oubt, I am convinced that
the ship can now be considered an efficient unit, the stability
has been improved and "PLATYPUS'Y is in a fit condition to proceed
anywhere and do good service.

AN M ooens

ENGINEER LIEUTENANT CO!MANDER,R.A.N.R.(S)
ENGINEER OFFICER. -\,.
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Ref No. PP. 22/028/2498

H.M.A.,S."PLATYPUS
Ath. January, 1945

I have the honour to submit the following report of
‘proceedings of H,M,A,S,"PLATYPUS" from I5Sth December,I944
to 3Ist. December, I944:-

}Jﬁf\j- I5th, P.,l{. Contractorts completed refit

Ralised steam on four bolilers

16th,0600K Slipped and proceeded to Nelson Pier, Williamstown

to complete with oil fuel.

0935k, Slipped and Proceeded down Port Phillip Bay for Gun
Trials, compass adjJustment and Steaming Trials.

I625K All trials completed satisfactorily and proceeded
out of harbour to Sydney (Cleared Heads at 20I0X)
in accordance with Naval Officer-in-Charge Port
Melbournets I50645.

I7th. On passage to Sydney speed of advance I0 Knots,
0720k Wilsons Promontory abm I.6 liles. |

I8th. On passage to Sydney speed of gdvance IO Knots.
IOISK One Kingfisher Alrecraft, identifled, carrying out

A/S Patrol and Cover until sunset.

I9th,0843K Entered Sydney Harbour and after passing over
: Degaussing Range as requisite, secursd alongside
Oil Wharf Garden Island at IIOOK. Ship commenced
storing, provisioning and Dockyard making good
minor defects and installations not completed at
last port.
Came to 24 hours notice for steam,

20th Storing ship at oil wharf Garden Ilsland
£o i il i il t i 1
51st. Storing ship at 0il Wharf Garden Island
= During the'passage from lielbourne several ETEcuriﬁal

Defects were found existent and tnese were fully reumrteﬂ in
my letter PP, 244/26/2424.

e Leave was restriced in order to expidite storing ship
and this work has been proceeded with as quickly as possible
but space insifie the ship controlled the time factor instowing
large quantities which necessarily must be carried to meet the
demands of the ship in her future capaciy.

4. The health, discipline and morale of the ship's company
has been most satisfacturﬁ. The many improvements such as
ventilation and redesigined bathrooms and mess decks are greatly
appreciated by the shin's company especially those members who
served in the H.1.A.S."PIATYPUS'" during service in the North
previously. P

Be During the refit in llelbourne a Laundry Unit was installed
and this should prove a great amenity as well as contribute
.towards good health. In Sydney & new Cinematagraph (f'win Set)
mechine was provided and fitted so that ships company alongside
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will be given amusement as well as our own ship's company.,

6a As a result of the extensive refit H.M.A.S."PLATYPUSH
should now be quite suited for the duties which the Naval Board
have assiglned,

+(8gd.) D. A. MENLOVE

LIEUTENANT CO!MANDER, R.A.N.R.(S)
CER.

COINVANDING CFFIC

-L

11,

The Secretary,
Naval Board,
Navy Office,
llelbourne,

Submitted for the information of the Naval Board.

eton

LIEUTENANT COMVANDER,R.A.N.R. (S)
COTANDING OW”ICER -

H.M.A.S."PLATYPUS" - A
Ath. January, 1945 | T
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H.M.A,.8,"PLATYPUS"

SECRET 4@. January, 1945

I have the honour to submit the following report of
] of H.M.A,S8,"PLATYPUS" from I5th December,I944
to 3Ist. December, I944:-

I5th, P, M. Contractor's completed reflit
Rglged steam on four bollers

Slipped and proceeded to Nelson Pler, Williamstown
to complete with oll fuel
00%8K., ﬁ.é];i:ﬂ and proceeded down Port Phillip Bay for Gun
Trials, compass adjustment and Steaming Trials.
I625K All trials completed satisfacto and proceeded
out of harbour to Sydney (Cleared s at 20I0K)
in accordance with Naval Officer-in-Charge Port
Melbourne's IH0645.

17 .~ On passage to Sydney speed of advance IO Enots,
Im K Wilsons Promontory abm I.6 Miles.

I8th. On passage to Sydney speed of advanee I0 Knots.

~ JIOISK One Kingfisher raft, identified, carrying out
A/8 Patrol and Cover until sunset.

I9th.0843K Entered Sydney Harbour and after passing
Degauseing Hange as requielite, sscurdd

011 Wharf Garden Island at IIOCK. Ship

storing, provisioning and Doekyard making good

minor defects and installations not-eompleted at

é:;: Ft:';i hours notice f-;.tr tttm.
20th Storing ship at oil wharf Garden Igland
to W ... W W ]
3Igt. Storing ship at Oil Wharf Garden Island
2. Puring the passage from lelbourne several Electriecal

Defects were found existent and these were fully reported in
my letter PP, 244/26/2424.

B Leave was restriced in order to expidlte storing ship
and this work has been proceeded with as quiekly as possible
but space inside the ship controlled the time Tactor instowing
large gquantities which necessarily must be earried to meet the
demands of the ship in her future capadiy.

4de The health, diseipline and morale of the ship's company

_has been most satisfactorf., The many improvements sueh as

ventilation and redesigined bathrooms and mess deeks are greatly
appreciated by the -m? ‘s company espeeially those members who
served in the H.M.A,.S,"PIATYPUS" dQuring service in the North
previously.

Be Puring the refit in Melbourne a Laundry Unit was installed
and this should prove a great amenity as well as contribute

towards good health. In Sydney & new Cinematagraph 'win Set)
machine was provided and fitted so that ships company alongside
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will be given amusement as well as our own ship's company.
6. As a result of the extensive refit H.M.A,.S,"PLATYPUSY

should now be quite suited for the duties which the Naval Board

have assiglned.

The Secretary,
...:l'.u-i-rE l : Gai.ﬂ(:l 3
Melbourne.,

e A T - W —wm e

Submitted for the

H.M.A,S."PLATYPUS" |
Ath., January, ¢945

;{Sgd.) D. A. MENLOVE

information of the Naval Board.,

o )i

LIEUTENANT CO ANDER, R.A.N.R, (8)

COIMANDING QTTTGFR
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I have the honour ro submit the fo t o
proceedings of H,.M.A,8, "Platypus" from lst January to Igth

January, 1943,

f

“‘x; 2, mﬂt.hm' n;g:. rﬁa_t:::- were no gzm.muu. In
orlie convoy D.T.9, sailed from Darwin
nm KL, lst January, 1943, arriving nt.'nuow Island
Light at 0630 L 6th January and thence to inner Normanby Sound
where convoy dispersed,
3, At about 1400 KL 2nd January an aireraft which could not
be identified was observed flying in and out of the cloude at
_ .3/ pevrhaps 12 miles distance. Subsequently at about 1420 the
- .P 1443 alrecralt was seen on the port bow at an angle of sight of about
L 43 }:'*’

| . 50 degrees and flying at about 12000 feet. Challenged but got

e reply. "Kalgoorlie" also challenged but got no reply.

' ; Alreraft cirecled around to the starboard bow, . Opened fire with

2 o @4" H,A, gun, Fired two rounds, Aireraft made off to westward,
44 - JMede "Shad" signal T.0.0, 0359z of 2nd J . At about ten
W minites later altered course of convoy 25 degrees to starboard,

Poeltion where alreraft was engaged was Lat. 109 5318 1330151E,

W A/ Assumed second degree A.A, readiness for remsinder of day,

o =
4« It was not easy to distinguish the details of the
airerart. It was a twineengined airecraft giving the appearsnce
of a broad and high front, short in length and with a very
prominent tall plane., It is poseible,however, that it wag a

Beaufighter,

> On arrival at Thursday Island coaled from "Perdoda®,
"Platypus" was not short of coal but I thought it bettér from
the polnt of morale, having regard to the length of time some
ratings had been in Darwin without leave, to avoid having to
,LQV{“ coal ship immediately on arrival at our h:-nt civil port,

Gi? Salled from Thursday Island at 0700, Tth January and

ed at Cairns at 1245 on 10th January, 1943,

Wﬂ =)
-ns I have the honour to be
e UY o '
i r gir,
Your obedient Servent,
The Naval Officer-in-Charge, (JACK DONOVAN )'
Darwin, A/COMMANDER, R,A.N,
 » 8
The Seurétary,
. Naval Board,
PRI - E— Submitted for the information of the Naval Board,
$ EFEB 1043 T
t S BILALS. YPLATYRUSY, (JACK DONOVAN),
e e aan January, 1943. A /COMMANDER,R,A, N,

—— . ..'I- . z
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