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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
(NAVY OFFICE)

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

This copy is circulated so that Board Members may see
these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments.

Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
irectors and Heads of Branches.

If any matter regquires comprehensive treatment oOr
reference to another Branch a new file should be
raigsed, a suitable note being made above.
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FILE: 428/3/16b3

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
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NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Board Members may see
these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments.

Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.

1f any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be
raised, a suitable note being made above.
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY
HMAS HARMAN

TELEPHONE: ACT 2600

IN REPLY QUOTE 1.16.1./?
rd

The Flag Officer Commanding,
EAST AUSTRALIA AREA

HVAS HARMAN REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR THE

PERIOD 1 APRIL 1976 to 30 JUNE 1976

References A. RI Appendix 29A.

Slr,

1l have the honour to report the proceedings
of HMAS HARMAN under my command for the period 1 April
1976 to 30 June 1976.

WORKS AND PROPERTY

- 4 Main Galley. Work has finally commenced on the
renovations to the main galley. The temporary arrangements
in use for approximately the next four months appear to

be working satisfactorily and the galley staff has been
complimented on their achievements to date in producing
high standard meals under difficult circumstances. The
mobéle galley was returned to Garden Island on 16th June,
1976.

3. Junior Sailors Club. The extensions to this club
are almost completed at a cost of $9000. The opportunity
1s being taken at this time to update the bar facilities
and improve the decor of the club at a cost of $8000, which
1s being provided from Welfare and Club funds.

4. Painting Programme. An extensive painting programme
costing $40,000, 1n tThe HARMAN cottages, is nearing completion.
These sub-standard dwelling require as much beautification

as possible, bul despite large sums spent on repair and
maintenance and internal and external painting, "The ass

1s still an ass, e'en though he wears a lion's pride".

e P
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D a Beautification. Some 750 trees and shrubs have been
planted at HARMAN and Belconnen during the period. The
majority of the trees are pines, planted with a view To
providing windbreaks and hiding unsightly areas such as

the new industrial area in Queanbeyan.
NAVAL, RESERVE CADETS

6. In addition to the normal training, a weekend training
camp for 1 officer, 1 imstructor and 12 cadets was held from

4 — 6 June 76. A&ll cadets attended morning service in St.
Gabriels on 6 June T76.

BELCONNEN TRANSMITTING STATION

T Flood Damace - Security Fence. After two years this
damage has fingéiy been repaired.

- Security Arrangements - Problems are still being
encountered with the new security arrangements, the
original completion date for which was 14  Apxril, 76,

It is not yet possible to predict a new completion date.

9. Mast Lighting. The lighting transformer for the
east 600 foot mast has been provided and will be installed
shortly.

10. Morale remains high. An investigation is currently
being undertaken into misuse of Service telephones and 1%
is expected that this will be completed Dby late July 76
when appropriate disciplinary action will be considered.
The recent approval to instal a new PABX System should
preclude such misuse in the future.

11. The level of welfare matters handled by PSO and the

Naval Social Worker continued to be low during the period.
PSO Staff members were involved 1in arrangements for school
holiday reunion visits for children of 2 families overseas.

12. Housing and removals activity has decreased consid-
erably during the period, which 1s normal for the time
of year. Relatively long waiting times for DCT houses
are now the norm as Navy's allocation of dwellings has
been used. This matter has been the subject of separate
correspondence.

SUPPLY AND SECRETARIAT

13. LEUT SDSUW L.A. HOFFMANN assumed the duties of Supply
Officer on 26 June 76 on the resignation of LCDR W. MONAGHAN.

oo ilJs
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14. The first occurrence requiring decision of the
incoming Supply Officer concerned the newcomer referred

to in my letter 75.8.75 dated 18 June 76. It was
determined that although the work was possibly 'executed
on board', the newcomer could not be defined as 'arisings'

as per the examples given in ABR 4 Article 0901.

COMMUNICATIONS

15. The complement has been generally satisfactory
during the period, but with large overbearings in the
WROT Category and underbearings in the CPORS and PORS
Category. The temporary posting of the WORS (NAVCANS
Co-ordinator) to FHQ for bookwriting duties exacerbated
the problems caused by the underbearings of CPORS and RS.

16. The support provided by the logistic organisation
continued to permit a high degree of operational avail-
ability to be maintained by NAVCCOMMSTA Canberra.

17« Despite the additional heavy shipstaff installation
load caused by the lack of Dockyard installation effort,

the technical department continued to provide good suppord
to NAVCOMMSTA,

TECENICAL DEPARTMENT

18. Manning. WEE staffing remains critical with

underbearings in all ranks except CPOETC3 and SMN/WRETC.
However, a CPOETC3 is still required as an lnstructor
for cryptographic courses; paragraph 29 of my previous
report is relevant.

19. The additional work loading due to the installation
of Bonshaw zerial exchanges and CRH-11 receiver fits for
which no finance is available for dockyard work is placing

a severe strain on the technical branch's capacity and 1t

is just able to discharge its responsibilities. The
SMN/WRETC's borne are doing well within their capabilities
but their effective employment and on the job training is

a continuing concern particularly with a Leadlng rank

borne level of less than 50% of that allowed.

20 o Due to the shortage of POETC ranks, it has been
necessary to apply for three civilian Technical Officer
positions allowed at the Receliving Station and DEFCOMNARS
to be filled.

Ri
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21 Training. Two POETC and one WRETC are undertaking
the Electronic Communications Certificate at the Canberra
College of Advanced Education.

3 Two classes of SMN/WRETC have completed the Introd-
uction to Shore Wireless Course (914630) and are employed
appropriately.

23 A desire has been expressed by a WRETC to qualify as
a Weapons Electrical Officer. This WRAN appears to be
academically gualified and well motivated. This matter

will be the subject of a separate submission.

SECURITY

24 . The improved securlity arrangements involving HARMAN
Comcentre, Bonshaw and Belconnen are still being progressed.
No completion date can yet be estimated.

25 s securlity lectures have been given to Communication
and Technical personel during the period.

26. The Naval Police complement is below strength by
3 Constables, which has resulted in reduced manning of

the post at Belconnen.

27 o A securlity violation occurred during the period
which 1s the subject of a separate report.

ADMINISTRATION

28 . Divisions were held on 14 April 1976 after the change
to winter uniform. The standard of dress and bearing of

those attending was most satisfactory. The presence of the
RMC Duntroon Band added to the occasion.

29 . The forenoon after Divisions was used for a fire
fighting demonstration organised by HARMAN's Naval Police
and with participation by the RAAF Falirbairn Fire Crew and
Canberra Fire Brigade. The latter organisation took
advantage of the opportunity to introduce 12 cadets to

the problem of fighting oil fires.

TRAINING

30, During the period, the following personnel passed
promotion examingtionss:

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCOIGTOF4114



For Leading Rank

For Petty Officer Rank
For CPO Rank

For Sergeant Rank

31. Three WRAN officer candidates, 2 SD candidates and
1 SL officer candidate are presently borne in HARNAN.

WRANS ACTIVITIES

324 My letter 75.8.75 dated 18 June 76 refers to one
aspect of WRANS activities.

33, second Officer M. DOBSON assumed the duties of Unit
Officer on 11 June 1976 from Second Officer R. McVEAN who
has been posted to HMAS COONAWARRA.

34, WOWRMTD P.A. WITTON assumed the duties of Quarters
Cfficer in Mgy 1976.

SPORT

39 Rugby League. The 1975 Premiers continue to do
well and are aarrently equal leaders with 10 wins and

2 losses. The support provided by the remainder of
HARMAN is ear shattering, and all in HARMAN are delighted
at the weekly presence of the Club Patron, Admiral Sir
Victor Smith.

36, Australian Rules Football. A Combined Services
Australian Rules Football team was organised this season
for exponents of the "aerial" code. The team consists of
20 HARMAN players and 2 from RAAF and participates in the
Monaro Australian Football League. The team has won 5 of
10 games played to date and it is anticipated that it will
be final 5 contenders. It is unfortunate that no Naval
members of the team base thelr game on that of the experts
from VFL, leaders Hawthorn. The cry "up the Magpies" has
been heard occasionally, but only in a very low key.

ces/ s
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37 Golf. The ACT Interservice series were held

on 13 and 20 May 1976 at Queanbeyan and resulted in Navy
losing to Army by 7 matches to 2 and to RAAF 5 to 4.
Army were the overall winners.

38. A senior NCO series was held in conjunction and
resulted in a win for Navy by 3 matches to 2 in both
cases.

39. Navy supplied 12 officers to defend the SAAG Trophy
against the Services Attaches and Advisors Group at
Yowani Golf Club on 29 April. Navy had no trouble in
winning by 376 points to 284.

WRANS SPORTS

40, Hocke¥. Four WRANS from HARVMAN have been selected
to participate in the Interservice Team which will compete
in Sydney from 6-8 July 76.

41. Bagketball/Tennis. POWRRST HANNAIT represented Navy
in both sports during e period and was selected as the

most outstanding player in the basketball series.

42. Sguash. Six WRANS compete regularly for the D3
team in the local squash competition. Only one game has
been lost this season and the team will contest the semi-

finals in Julye.
MISS AUSTRALIA QUEST

43, HARMAN provided substantial assistance to 2 entrants
in the Miss Australia Quest in aid of spastic children.

A fashion parade, which included 4 WRAN models was held on
26 MAY 76 and raised $500. On Saturday 29 May 76 a carnival
was held on the oval, with 3 teams from HARMAN and 3 teams
from the Queanbeyan Blues Rugby League Club competing in

9 events, for the Coca Cola Trophy. A4 crowd of 1000
spectators enjoyed the spectacle and the sum of $1700 was
raised. A rugby league match between two teams of WRANS
provided the lunchtime thrills.

BREATHALYSER PROGRANMME

44, On 24 June 1976 a Breathalyser programme was
conducted in the Senior Sailors Mess by a representative

of the ACT Department of Health assisted by the Naval
Social Worker. PFive volunteers attended the programme
which aimed at introducing drinking drivers 10 an awareness
of their responses to alcoholic consumption. Apart from
the breathalyser process, the programme offered information
on the behavioural and emotional effects of alcohol, rates
of elimination of alcohol from the body and methods of
controlling alcoholic intake.

I'-II/T'.
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45. The participants were rather surprised at their
readings and voted the programme to be most beneficial.
It is intended to conduct further programmes in the future.

MONIAT

SOCIAL/CERE

46. The ashes of the late LCDR J.W. COUSINS were
scattered at sea from HMAS AWARE on 9 April, 1976. The
service was conducted by HARMAN's Presbyterian Reserve

Chaplain, the Reverand Ian McPherson.

47 . HARMAN provided the Naval contingent for the
combined service's guard and catalfaque party at the
Memorial Service on ANZAC Day 25 April, 1976.

48. The following social functions occurred during the
period.

a. 24 MAY - Buffet Supper for visiting members
of the AUSCANUKUS Communications groups.

b. 28 MAY - Buffet luncheon attended by the Chiefs
of Navel Staff of Australia and New

Zealand, together with 6 RAN Flag
Officers.

c. 17 JUN - Joint Services Staff College Cocktail
Party.

d. 28 JUN - Farewell Cocktail Party hosted by Rear
Admirel McFarlane.

COURT MATRIAL

49. The Court Martial of Lieutenant SDSUW R.W. MILLER,
RAN was held in HARMAN on 21 and 22 June, 1976.

I have the honour to be,
S1ir,

Your obii}gnt servant
(P L .me Hégle)

COMMANDER, RAN
COMMANDING OFFICER

Ri
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

Office of the

Flag Officer Commanding,

East Australia Area,
IN REPLY QUOTE: N1/16/422 P.O. Box 706

DARLINGHURST. N.S.W. 2010

TELEPHONE: 358-9111

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE (NAVY OFFICE)
(Attention : Deputy Chief of Naval Staff)

HMAS HARMAN REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR TE
PERIOD 1 JULY, 1976 TO 3 OCTOBER, 1976

L 15 The enclosure is forwarded for information.

2e The provision of cash to HMAS HARMAN is the
responsibility of the Regional Office, and the attendant
problems reported in paragraph 29 are being resolved by the
Regional Finance Officer.

S h A
(P.-%@LDRICK)

Captain, RAN
for Flag Officer Command ing

|

Enclosure :  HMAS HARMAN Report of Proceedings 1/16/1 dated
3 October, 1976. (3 Copies) '
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

Hir-: .LELI-:-‘:. +_.|. "':I..:-I' j ...i.:‘*
TELEPHONE: ACT 2600

IN REPLY QUOTE

—_——ad

EAST AUSTRALIA AREA

The Flag Officer Commanding,

HMAS HARMAN REPORT OF PROCEEDING FOR THE PERIOD

LT, S T

1 JULY 1976 TO 3 OCTOBER 1976

Reference: A. RI Appendix
Sir,

1e I have the honour to report the

proceedings of HMAS HARMAN under my command for the
period 1 July 1976 to 3 October 1976.

Works and FProvperdt

2. Main Galley. Renovations to the main galley

were completed on 24 September. With the installation
of new equipment, retiling and painting, the galley

now looks very well. The Cookery staff has been
complimented on the hard work which has gone into
preparing high standard meals in sub-standard temporary
arrangements. There still remains the removal of the
temporary arramgemEﬂts to be carried out.

3. Junior Sailors Club. Extensions have been completed
and with the additional expenditure of welfare and club
funds on wall panelling, bar facility update, soundproof
ceiling and tables and chairs, the interior now presents
a pleasing appearance., It is anticipated that phase two
.. will take place next year when funds are made available

.H“u‘

F-nﬁtﬁ renovate the games and T.V. rooms and toilets. Ships
T gbaff has improved the gardens and rockery in front of

lo ~ fhe club which is now beginning to present an attractive
r""l-

Y o2 Taecqde.

o ‘_'__ -
r
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4. Repair and lMaintenance. Al though some repair
and maintenance 1is being progressed, the lack of
finance for repair/replacement of furniture, drapes
and floor coverings is presenting a problem. This
will be the subject of separate correspondence.

Welfare and Discipline

5 o Morale remains high and the efforts
of the League and Australian football teams have
contributed much to this standard.

6, The level of welfare matters handled
by the PSO and his staff continued at a low level
during the period. Arrangements were made for school
holiday reunion visits for children of 5 families
Serving overseas.

T Despite hastening action through
administrative channels to the Department of Adminis-
trative Services, no progress appears to have been
made on the provision of alternative premises for the
PSO and his organisation. No improvements of any
significance have been made by the sub-lessor during

the past 12 months.

Belconnen Transmitting Station

¥ Four WRETC's joined the staff of the
Station and are domiciled in Cottage 9. The girls

have settled in well in their new enviromment and

shown a keeness to unravel the mysteries of electronics.
In addition, the girls provide a welcome change of
scenery, particularly in the junior sailors social

club.

e Exchange visits between technical
staff of the station and CTC 7 Canberra technicians
occurred and were appreciated by both parties.

10. Problems have occurred with the new
security gate and these will be discussed in paragraph
3

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCOIGTOF4114
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11. Belconnen. The installation of a remotely
controlled operating mechanism on the access gate to
the inner perimeter has been completed, and the
Naval Policeman withdrawn. Control is now under-
taken from the Transmitting Control Room via an
intercom system between the access gate and the
control room.,

12, This method of control is not
completely satisfactory as it relies on oral
identification only. Approval has now been received

for the installation of a CCIV above the access gate
with the monitor situated in the control room.

13. Malfunction of the locking device
on the access gate is currently being experienced
and 11t 1s proposed to install a solenoid lock
similar to that installed at Bonshaw. This has
proved very successful. In addition, intermittent
breakdown of the intercom system is occurring and
This has necessitated manual manning of the gate by
ships staff until faults have been rectified.

14. Communication Centre and Receiving Station. The
majority of the equipment required for the update of
the physical security arrangements has now been
installed - but the contractor is experiencing
difficulty in setting the microwave fence to work.
At this stage, a completion date cannot be forecast.
Control of access to both areas is being maintained
by Naval Police and sailors.

15. No security breaches were reported
during the period.

16. Security lectures have been given
at regular intervals to Communications Personnel.

coi/ &e

Ri

_DIG1074114



Communications

17 The overbearing of WRROT's previously
reported, has been considerably reduced. If no further
postings/loan posting action takes place before
Exercise Kangaroo Two, the Navcommsta will be 1 WRROT
underborne for the exercise. The underbearing of
senior radio category sailors is still a cause for
concern.

18 Despite the additional workload
imposed on the Technical Department (ships staff)

by The requirement to install 44 in number CRB-11
receivers, and additional equipment for Kangaroo Two,
the department has continued to maintein Navcommgta

Canberra in a high degree of operational availabilitye.

Technical Department

19. Manning. Two applicants for civilian Technical
Officer position at Defcommars were interviewed during
the period. DBoth applicants were recommended and
advice 1s awaited of their appointment.

20 « Application to fill two other Technical
Officer positions one in Defcommars, and the other at
Bonshaw have been made. No acknowledgement or advice
has yet been received as to the state of these applic-
ationse.

21 The shortage of general service PO and
LSETC's is still causing concern and is reflecting in the
operating and maintenance efficiency of the station.

The overall standard of AB/SMN/WRETC's is good for the
rank held, but lack of experience precludes them being
placed in positions of responsibilitTye.

22. Training. One Shore Wireless Acquaint Course was
held during the guarter.

WRANS Activities

23 Four WRANS from HARMAN were selected
to undergo officer training at HMAS CERBERUS commencing
on 27 September. It is of particular interest that one
of the officer candidates 1s the first married WRAN to
be selected for such training.

n--./51
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Training

24. Command Tests. Command Tests were conducted
in July with the following successful results:

For LS/LW For PO/POWR For CPO

Part 1 et
Part 2

Part 3

25 SD Candidates. One Chief Petty Officer was
posted to HMAS LEEUWIN for academic gqualification
course and another was successful at the SD Selection
Board interview for SDSU W.

26, Linguists. Sub-Lieutenant GLSU P. Valcke undertook
successfully a French language aptitude test and will
attend a refresher course in the first quarter of 1977.

Church Matters

27 o services were held on the first Sunday
of each month and good use is made of the Chapel for
Christenings - six being held during the period. It
was very appropriate that the infant son of WRAN L.A.
Gabriel was baptised at St. Gabriels Chapel on

3 September 1976.

28. The Naval Wives Association made a very
generous presentation of two suitably inscribed altar
vases to the Chapel on 5 September 1976.

Supmly and Secretariat

29. Problems continue to arise in the
provision of cash, caused by delays in forwarding the
Reserve Bank Cheque for the fortnightly cash advance
and by the cheque being made out to Mayne Nickless
instead of Brambles Brinks. The first problem has

been overcome by sending the cash requirement by signal
in addition to Form FB10606. Ifhe second problem is not
within HARMAN's ability to overcome as cheques are made
out 1n Sydney. This 1s a recurring problem and will no

e

doubt cause this establishment much embarassment when
Flag Officers, among others, have to be notified that
cash 1s not available for payment on the due date.

. IJ;/E}I
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30. During the period 1t was found
necessary to increase the fortnightly cash requirement
to $200,000 in order to meet disbursements.,

Sports - Sailors

31. Rugby League. For the second time, HARMAN played
in the Group 19 Second Division Grand Final on Sunday
29 August, but on this occasion were unsuccessful
going down 12 - 7 to Canberra Camels. It has been a
good season, and with the already co-operative
sympathy of the posting organisation, 1977 should see
the return of the Shield to its proper place in
HARMAN's trophy case,

32 Australian Rules. A week before the commencement
of the season, the Monaro Australian Rules Football
League approached a few enthusiasts here to see if a

team could be raised for the 1976 competition. From
this rather rushed beginning the A.C.T. Combined

services Football Club was formed and has performed
very creditably. The team won its semi=-finals but
was defeated by 8 points in the Preliminary Final

by Canberra College of Advanced Education. The

name of the Club 1s rather a misnomer as there are
only 3 RAAF personnel with the remainder coming from
HARMAN. It is anticipated that there will be better

representation in 1977.

33. Sguash. HARMAN provided 5 WRANS and 2 officers

for this years Interservice Squash competition. The
girls were most successful with the final result being
Navy 1, RAAF 2 and Army 3. Commodore K.W. Shands, at
the very young age of 51, won both his matches, thereby
becoming N.S.W. Service Champion.

34, The WRANS team, in C2 grade of the
local competition were defeated by 1 game on a count

back in the grand final by the Repatriation (but
otherwise very fit) Team.

35. Golf. HARMAN provided three players in the 1976
Interservice series held in September. The final
result was a three way draw with Navy getting up to
defeat RAAF 7 to 6 in the last match.

6 oo/ T a
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Social/Ceremonial

36. The following social functions
occurred during the periods:

2o 2 July CNS Advisory Committee
farewell dinner for Rear
Admiral McFarlane:

Annual Commonwealth Police
Ball;

Buffet Supper hosted by the
Supply Branch to farewell
Commodore G. Brittg;n:

Sep tember Farewell dinner hosted by
Hear Admiral Reed to mark
the retirement of Mr. Howlett.

September Luncheon at Lakeside Hotel to
mark the 50th Anniversary of
the Canberra Times Newspaper.
Attended by the Prime Minister
Mr. Fraser,

Sep tember Farewell dinner for CNS hosted
by DCNS and ND officers.

September Commodores/Captains luncheon
to farewell CNS.

Commandi Officers Meeti

37 On 9 September, I attended the Annual
Commanding Officers lleeting, chaired by you, Sir, at
Garden Island ~ockyard.

Courts Martial

38. The court martial of POSTD M. Ryan
R63139 was held in HARMAN on Thursday 12 August 1976.
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Conclusion

39. On leaving this establislment after

-

15> months, I consider that HARMAN is well thought of

by both the Service and Civilian communities. I

have enjoyed my period in command and wish my

successor an equally rewarding and enjoyable commiscsion.

1 have the honour to be,
D1lT,

Your obedient Servant

(P.E.M. HOLLOWAY)
COMMANDER, RAN

ROYAL, AUSTRALIAN NAVY
COMMANDING OFFICER
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

Office of the
CA Flag Officer Commanding,

TELEPHONE: 359-9111 East Australia Area,
P.0O. Box 706,

N REPLY QuoTe: N1/16/422 DARLINGHURST. NSW. 2010

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE (l AVY OFFICE)
Attention : Deputy Chief of Faval Staff)

e e .

For Info mations:
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4th OCTOBER 1976 to J1lst DBECEVMBER 1976

-

4 The enclosure is forwarded for information.

on the Minor Nev orﬁw Programme and Minor Repair and
Maintenance Program me, & similar situation exists throug
out this Command and scussions with Devpartment of
Construction are DELE; arranged with a view to resolving
the situation.

2o With efﬁ“ﬂLCF to the regorteu lack of progres

'!.l_i"i-..f - L..I.JL I-
Commodore
fﬁ‘h 3 {_W.‘F' O-p

snclosure ¢ HMAS HARMAN Report of Proceedings date
January, 1977 - 1.16.1 (3 Copies)
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