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Ref. No. 40/26-#, _ At i"

The Secretary, .
Naval Board, |
NAVY OFFICE, MEL

ROYAL AUSTRALTAN NAVY.
] '1%&

Submitted,

LETTER OF PROCEEDINGS, AUGUST,SEPTEMERER, OCTOBER 1045,
August 1lst. to 2nd....Running lines of soundings 1n White Kosk ares

Torres Straits, working with Polaris
Srd. to Sth....At Thursday Iaianﬂ furgwatar and bniliﬁdcﬁiii?ai
_ Corvettes Benalla, Echuca, Castlemaine,& Horsham
in harbour from Darwin survey.
GtRhsaive v «++0+"Shepparton" to Townsville for boiler clean,took
over Survey Sweeping,
6th. to l2th,..Boller Cleaning, Goolgwai & Benbow to sweeping,
13the. toe.l5th...Bottom Sweeping with Benbow west of Booby Isl,
Goolgwai to boiler clean.,
15th.....vseseeaP.M.. . Beturned to Thursday Isl,"v.P,DAY"

EBEH A s s ases s .Trawler Crews to "Carpentaria" for Divisions &
Prayers to commemorate V.P.Day.
171;11..- I .--Cﬂalﬂd Ehip'

20th. to 23rd...Replacing beacons & bottom sweeping with "Benbow"
23rdessesesscss.PeM.,Benbow, relieved by Goolgwai, to boiler
clean, Comtinued sweep,
BEYH v vniion s ."Shepparton" rejoined Unit.
25th, 26th......At Thursday Island, "Benalla","Horsham"&"Echuca"
in harbour.
27th. to 29the...Bottom Sweeping with Goolgwai.

B30thecseessseassGoolgwal & Durraween stationed on Shepparton,

running lines of soundings.,
5lstes.sevevs.a.Burvey concluded, weighed beacons, collected tide
pole gear from Booby lsland,

September, lst........Shepparton sailed for Darwin, Task Unit 70.5.2.

= =

disbanded.
At Thursday Island. Commanding Officer landed
with fever, discharged to Army Hospital.
) SRS ++«Coaled ship.
OthessseeeessCe0, rejoined ship.
Durraween, Goolgwai and S.Benbow ordered to
Melbourne to form 3rd. Auxiliary /S Flotilla.
Bfsssiisi ..+ Proceeded from Thursday Island,Amahine in tow,
in company with S.Benbow and Goolgwal towing
Boonooroo., Weather bad, speed at times 3 to 4
- knots.(Two officers only for watchkeeping)
l5thesssess o« FPut into Cairns for fresh water.
1l7thessesssssPut into Townsville for coal.
18thessseseeevailed Goolgwal independently to Brisbane with
Boonooroo. Durraween towlng Amahine, and Benbow
proceeded to Sydney, watering at Gladstone en
route. Struck bad weather, parted tow twice.
25the++sss....Arrived Sydney,secured at No., 10 Buoy.Joined by
goolgwai on 26th. |
Forming of 3rd.Aux.M/S Group cancedled, trawlers
to pay off in Sydney for retirn to Owners,

October, 2nd to 1l9th..At Garden Island and Pyrmont returning stores,

prepar y to paying off.

General Remarks.

Health of Ship's Company satisfactory. Ship's Company

have done an excellent job of work under very trylng conditions in a
trawler. This applies to the three trawlers under my orders. These

ships have worked smoothly together with ve sati
Average No's borne :- 2 Officers, 23 Men.

ctory results.

Commander,R.A.N.R.,
nding Officer o

\S:Eﬁ uten

Original - Deputy Chief of Staff,
{ ‘E;l Hﬂv?’ OffiCE.
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\7.00TANAS AL _AUS BA
MY RIRGRT WG 40/26, H.M.A.S. "DURRAWEEN",
R 15th. October, 1945,
The Secretary, - 2026 -7 131
Naval Board : .
NAVY OFFICE, MELBOURNE, ( @"‘f“/ L

Submitted,
ETTER OF PROCEEDINGS, AUCUST,SEPTEMBER, OCTOBEF &
August lst. to 2nd,...Running nes of soundings in White Rock ar
Torres Straits, working with Polaris and ML1358.

. ord. to S5thess.At Thursday lsland for water and boiler 'ﬂl‘.“j s
Corvettes Benalla, Echuca, Castlemaine,& Horsham
in harbour from Darwin survey. |

®  6thesssssresece™Shepparton” to Townsville for boiler elean,took f

| over Survey Sweepling.
® 6th. to 12th...Boller Cleaning, Goolgwai & Benbow to swee o
" 13th. to.15th...Bottom Sweeping with Benbow west of Booby ?ﬂ. |
Goolgwal to boiler clean, !
. lﬁih..-....'.-.-P-lnnuattnrnld to !hurldly II1-.V-PHEHIE f
. 16thecsevssscccelrawler cl‘". to 'Clrp.ntlril' for Divisions & 4_;
!
f

Prayers to commemorate V.P.lay.
# 17theesccsssssecConlod ship. ..
" 20th. to 23rd...Replacing beacons & bottom sweeping with "Benbow".
. m-ii------\r--’.--nlﬂ.nbﬂ'" relieved b" GﬂOlE“i.tﬂ boller -
clean, Comtinued sweep, ’
- “ﬂh (R RN RN -'thpplr'hﬂn' “Jﬁim Unitl =
. Eﬁth, 26theccecddt Ihurldlj Illm. -BBMJ-I.."Hor.hl-.‘-Rﬂhn“. '.
in harbour. -
® 27th. to 29th...Bottom Sweeping with Goolgwai. \
" 30theccssscscsscBoolgwal & ween stationed on Shepparton,
running lines of soundings.
B 3l8tecsccescesssBurvey concluded, weighed beacons, colected tide
pole gear from Booby lsland, o % {
September, 1steseesseeShepparton salled for Darwin, Task Unit 70.6.8.
disbanded,
At Thursday Island, Commanding Officer landed
with fever, discharged to Army Hospital.

" 3rdesessssseelonled sh Pe e
” Bml-lllli--|u|o~| "jﬂim .hipi ' )
| Durraween, Uoolgwal and S.Benbow ordered to \

Melbourne to form 3rd. Auxiliary N/S Flotilla.
4 B8thesssssssseProceeded from Thursday Island ine in tow,
in company with S.Benbow and Goolgwal towing
Beonooroo., Weather bad, speed at times 3 to 4 »
knots.(Two officers oniy for watchkeeping)
15thescceeseefut into Cairns for fresh water,
17%hesscssssePut into Townsville for coal.
» 18thecsessseeSalled B‘Oﬂlmi M.P.m.ntlj' to EBrisbane with
Boonooroo, Durraween towing Amahine, and Benbow
proceeded to Sydney, watering at Gladstone en .
route., Struck bad weather, parted tow twice. ,
» 25theseesesssArrived 8 p8ecured at Ho. 10 m,-:ﬂm by
Boolgwai on 26th,
Forming of 3rd,Aux.M/8 Group cancedled, trawler:
to sny off in Sydney for retérn to Owners,
October, 2nd to 19th..At Cardgn Island and Fyrmont returning stores,
: prepar to paying off.

General Remarks.

ealth of Ship's Company satisfactory. Ship's Company
have done an excellent job of work undér very trying conditions in a
trawler. This applies to the three trawlers under my orders. These
gships have worked smoothly together with very gfitisfac results,

Average No's borne :- 2 Officers, 25 Men.

s 3
i e .

Or,BmL.I-R.~ >
Offi i

Duplicate :- The Secretary,
Naval Bepard,
MELBOURNE .
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H.M.A.S. "DURRAWEEN",
: . 3lst. Jﬂl'," 19‘5 B
The Secretary,

Naval Board,

MELBOURNE o

Submi tted
’ BPTER OF PROCEEDINGS FOR MONTH OF JULY,1945

E.M.A.S. "DUKRAWEEN" continuing under the orders of CoT.U.T0:54%6
in H.M.A.S., "SHEPPARTON" proceeded as under i=

July, lst. te b5the.., Drag Sweeping with"Samuel Benbow" in Booby
lgland Area. "
' 8t .-t-*t Th“ldl 131..“' G'Il.d. from SI'I.MQ -
EUSEY T o Ship's in:gnrbuur - H.,M,A.S, 'Bhuppurtﬂn'
"Goolgwai" and "Samuel Benbow" ‘ 3 ¢
H.M.S.Boom Vessels "Barbein"and FB=r€brpa . \
Sase "'1‘%2“'52‘ k::{iﬂ g;;‘{ iand Area
14th.... Continued +rag e (o) 8 |
FIW Wiy, % with “Samuel Buﬁme. On 1lth, Commanding
Officer of "Sammel Benbow" taken dll and
landed at Thursday island, Lt. luﬂgnnld,
(3urv¢Iing fficer) transfered to "Samuel
poes 5 1B ing hartered rock was
the above period of sweep an unchartere
g:i:ﬁﬁd off Btnﬁapﬁuuk, and a further shoal pateh to the west
igl, ba :
July, ;gtE:E?{....:...n}; Thnrldni igland for water and nttrut,i o=
July, 16the to 19th... Prag Sweeping and running lines of soundings

with"Polaris® in Booby lsland and Larpent
Bank Ayea o
July, 20th. to 22nd... Coaling and watering at Thursday lsland.

- ees R lines of soundings in White Rock Z
o e o s Area, beveral shoal patches discovered in -
this area,

L
W * * * * 2%

GENERAL, o ¢ ¢ e s COnduct and Health of Ship's Company remains satisfac

i Orye

1tho still very good, shows signs of de=
:::::;;t;ng, ;gl: to mm.tmtin; work from ratings

~ viewpoint, sameness of scenery, eramped liv spaces,
:!.nnoﬁi?o;d, and coal, coal dust and more coal.
Average No's borne 1= 2 Officers, 1 Survey Officer on
 loan ex "Shepparton”, 23 Nen.

1} I ;.F} Ny C
!r,--a_;«/ (¥, *:‘f)lh‘.:}{.. Lgunm:-"

e
: .- 5 Lieutenant Commander, ReAeNoRey
. NS, Comranding Officer .
Copies to 3= b |
0!‘13111&1 ---—'*----D-C- @f 3.,&.0.5.3. :
e --_---'--"lclnlﬂ!
Tripl%uu cncnesa0,]:Ce,H.B. thru' CoTalUe 70682,
Quadruplicete-====N.0.1.C.,Thursday Islande
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30th, June , 1945,

Naval Board,
NAVY OFFI VELBOURNE.
Submitted, |
LETTER OF PROCELDINGS FOR MONTH OF JUNE, 19485.

Jume, ist. to Vth.lllll!lihﬂtﬂu. June 3rd, m"l em
returned from leave.
Took on stores for six months.
Ammunitioned ship.
Basin Trials. -
June, BtheosscssssssssscssseShifted to coaling wharf, joined by
- "SAMUEL BENBOW" & "GOOLOWAI"g¢ coaled ship.
June, PtheecevcnssssssesssesP800 -Tllln{ “,mw &'Mlmt' under
- my orders slipped and eded to Rwan

Bowen. "COOLGWAI" developed boiler trouble
returned to berth. Y

Swung compesses in Woreton Bay,.
"Samuel Benbow's" compasses, both condemned,
réturned her to harbour,. _
Anchired off Pile Light awaltng N.O0,IC.
rmission to proceed pendently.
* = Permission granted,
‘m. lﬂth.......n-mu.Iimﬂ and m to Bowen.

1100, _.m_h‘o% to harbour. Cyclone warnings.
June, llth.........‘lm.:.-loimd by ?_ih

1850,..8ailing deferred, further cyclone warning.
Anchored in north west Channel,
I'mt, lﬂth.--..uium.uﬂﬂ' uesgted rmission to M wm.
0900, ..Weighed & in company with " AMUEL BENBOW"
to Bowen.
June, 15theeessssess0800s..Arrived Bowen. Average speed ,7°7 knots.
Jm. 16th. t0 Blestecssseesn ssage to Thursday lIsland.
| ved THURSDAY IS ,0800, 21st, -
Average speed, 8-5 knots.
. Joined by "GOOLGWAI".
‘m. Millltli-itntlililmwrm u 0-!-0’-70.5;3 m H-Hilist
| - "SHEPPARTON" .
June, 22nd. to 24thes......Trawlers coaling.
June, 25thesssssssssssscescliout, McDonald,R.A.N,R, Jolned from
| H,M.A.S, "SHEPPARTON"AS Surveying Officer.
Jume, 25th. to 30thes......Carried out Bottom Sweepling and sounding
off Larpent Bank in Prince of Wales
Channel.
GENERAL REMARKS.....Conduct end Health of Ship's Company continues
satisfactory.
Average numbers borne..2 Orficers,25 men,

Lisutenant Commander,R.A.N.R.,

Original e«e-«D,C.0f S.,A.C.N.B. COMMANDING OFFICER,
m,-“'.-*"“tcnﬁnni

Triplicate-e=0,1.C,,H.B.,thru' C.T.U.70.5.2,
Quadruplicate«l,0.I.C.Thursday Ilsland.
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H-H.A-S- 'DURRﬁm', \f';-
31.tl h? B 1“5 ™

The Secretary,NAVAL BOAKD,
MELBOURNE .

Submitted,
LETTER OF PROCCEDINGS FOR THE MO F 45

May, lst. to 4th.e.... On pacsage to BOWEN via Inner Raute,
anchoring each night from midnight te
0400, Two officers only on complement.
| Average speed, 6°65 knots,
May S5theccocessessssesee Conled at BOWEN, Sailed at 1200k for
- BRISBANE,
May,9the.ssssssssessssees Arrived Moreton Bay., Average speed T+l kts.,'
At 1543 went aground bs Clara Rock BuﬂI in
BRISBANE RIVER, At 1730, high water, with
assistance of H,.M.Tug 232, came clear of
bank. (Report of Grounding submitted to
N.O.I.C. BRISBANE) . |
& At 1945 berthed alongside Beryl 1l at
_ . 7 Lighthouse Jetty,
May,l0thessevssssscssces Shifted berth to Milling Wharf for re-
fitting. De~ammunitioned ship.
",-uth..--qntiii;-n---- Refftting berth cancelled., Shifted to
P C.8.R.,Wharf, four miles down stream,
Hay,l2theesecccencrrones Main Party of Ship's Company proceeded on
| Home Leave,
I!ly,l'ith-“ SABtessscase Taken in hand for refit and ﬂﬂﬂkm'
Contractors := A,Sargent & Co,
Peter's Slip.
Metal Products.

GENERAL REMARKS :~ Conduet and Health of Ship's Company very
| satisfactory.

Miles steamed.....1l316.
Average No's borne....2 Officers, 25 men,

= a1 L.
8 ‘ﬁ'ILg.}L g‘_guunﬁat}ﬂ

thuftlnlnt Commander,R.A.N.R.,
COMMANDING OFFICER.

Coples to :~-
Originnl ----Dtp:E{ Chief of Staff, Navy Office,
Puplicate----- Na Board.
Triplicate-~-- 0.I.C.,Hydrographic Branch,Thru' C.T.U.70.5.2.
Quadruplicate= N.0.I1.C.,THURSDAY ISLAND (for information)
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NAVY Culitl

SRR SRS

The Secretary, NAVAL BOARD,

MELBOURNE ,

P Submitted,

All reports prior to July, 1944 have been submitted to Naval i
Officer in Charge, PORT MELBOURNE, and no copies kept as per has
/M/,* instructions,

the following, in brief outline, are proceedings of
H.¥.A.S. "DURRAWEEN", as from 1st., July, 1044, t=

July, lst. to 4thee....Oropesa Sweeping off Port Phillip Heads,

July, 5th, ©010the.....Oropesa Sweeping and Patrol in Wilson Prom.Area,
Durizg this period full calibre firing and
dropping of depth charge exercised,

0il Lighter adrift from S.S. "RAMON salvaged
in heavy weather. ‘

July,llth. to 12thse.... Coaling and Storing at Williamstown.

July,13th. t0 1l4thecesee gg:ing t;:glta for H.M.A.S5. "QUIBERON" in Port

11ip Bay,

July,15th. to 17the..... Oropesa Sweeping off Port Phillip Heads,

July,18th, to Aug.28th.. Ship undergoing Annual Refit, presumably for
service in Northern Waters,

Ship's y granted 21 days leave,
‘"‘l Eﬂth. trssssessnsens cﬁ!plﬂ“d tri‘l.' sailed for Bm under Opérs
] ational control of N.0.I.C. SYDNEY,
Septelndeccscccececseses Arrived SYDNEY average lg‘ad 8+4 knots,
: Berthed on 8.8 AN"at Yoole & Steel's Yard

at hh’.ﬂ.. :

Heceived overdue meiled instructions
to join C.T.U. 70.5.2 under Lt.Cdr.R,Tri pyR.N,
in H.M.A.T."GOOLGWAI", Third trawler of Efuup
H-I-‘-T- .Mm mmil

SepPledrdececccvocceccees B, R.AL11D, D.HENDERSON,R.A.N.R., E.R.A. in charge
of Engine sustained fatal injuries from
accldental fall from Uity buillding,

Sept.4th, to 19thee..... Ship taken over by Messrs. Polle & Steel for
fitting out as surveying sweeper. Echo Sounding =
Forced Air Ventilation, Kefrigerators, etec.fitted,

On Sept.6th, funeral of late ER.A.Henderson
attended by C.0. and Ship's Co, with Guard from
Balmoral Depot.

Ship docked twice at Chapman's Dock for fite
g;:g of E/S Gear and for withdrawal of Propellor

't. -

Boilers cleaned and given thorough inspection
continuoms trouble having been experienced with
tubes. Report,No.13040 of 20th.Sept was submitted

_ 'bﬁ *lCIHIBl h,' H-Q-Ipc- SYI-

Sept. 19th. to 22nd..... Harbour Trials of E/S Gear, Embarking of Bottom
Sweeping Gear at Pyrmont. Stcring at Garden Isl,
beperming at Kyrraba 011 Wharf. Coaling at Woolle
oommolloo,

Septe 23rd....ccaveveses Subclieut. Jonas,R.A.N.R. of H.¥.A.S. "CHALLENGER"
Jolned for watchkeeping duties on trip north.

Adjusted compasses and at 1610k sailed for
TOWNSVILLE,

S0Pt BOth.ccscssveesonde Arrived TOWNSVILLE, average speed 8 knots.
Coaled and watered,

Octe Bndececccceessscsse Sailed for Thursday Island, basgse for surveying
operations in Torres Straits.

At 0445k, Oct.6th.,whem off Adolphus Islands
received signalled instructions to proceed to
llli;tlnﬂ; nf’H.liA.s. "KAZEMBE" in difficulties
off Bird lsland, Weather bad, speed reduced to
%IdngAZEH "

4 and 5 knots, At 1400k sigh BEE" under
her own power,escorted her to shelter ufiﬂunlpa"_

S
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B.I.
Dec,
Dec,

Dec,

Dec,
Dec,

2.

Rive¥f,
Anchored at 2230 in lee of Cape York,

Ttheesessesssesssee Arrived THURSDAY ISLAND,

8th. to 9thees.ee.. Conled from Naval Lighter "Mombah" in Normanby
Sound, Watered at Horn lsland,water supply at
Thursday Island depleted.

16th, to 17thes.... Bottom Eruping and 80 with trawlers
"GOOLGWAI"™ and "SAMUEL BENBOW" in PRINCE OF WALES
CHANNEL, Landed 2 “eamen for Tide Pole Party at

| Horn 1sland,

18thesscecesscecsses Watered at Muttee Head as supply at Horn Island

: depleted,

22ndees s sscssscese HeMuS."CHALLENGER" arrived in area and assumed
Opﬁﬂtiuntl control of survey as C . V.70.5.8,

18th to Dece 7th... Bottom Sweepimg in Prince of Walef Channel,
Coaling from dump at Thursday Island & watering
at Muttee Head and Horne lIsland.

On 7th.November, Lt.Cdr., Tripp joined "DUR=-
raween" ., SubLt.Jonas to "Samuel Benbow',
During this period sweep wire was twice fouled

around screw, On first occasion ship was towed
by "SAMUEL BENBOW" to Navdal Jetty, Thursday Isl,
and wire cleared by FPort Diver, On second ocecas~
ion members of Ship's Company cleared the ten
turns, using improvised diving gear consisting
of Smoke Mask and Sigmund Pump,

Bthsosssssnsscsessas Sailed for CAIRNS for Boiler Cl

12&, esssnsesscess Arrived CAIRNS,

13the t0 19thes...« Boiler Cleaning, Each Watch allowed 48 hours
Recreational Lecave. The welcome at this port was
very mach appreciated by Officers and Men, No
defects could be taken in hand by shore staff,

20thecesssssssssees Salled for Thursday Island., Landed mall at Stanley
Island for R.A.A.F. en route.

24thoessvsvonsscnne ARrived THURSDAY ISLAND,

25th. to Jan 24th.. Drag sweeping im Prince of Wales Channel, using
1,000 ft wire with depth setting wires every
100 ft. On Jan, 4th, Li.lut. H'C-GI..M,R"- took
over from Lieut. Comdr, Tripp.

Jan.25th, to Feb.lO0th... Drag Sweeping in Vigllant Channel,

Feb,

One rating to Sue Island for Tide Pole Party,
llth. t0 20theecsee Boiler Glol.ning at THURSDAY ISL. Fresh water
available at Naval Jetty as from 18th, Feb,
:innr Defects made good by Base Staff and Ship's
taff,

Feb, 2l1st, to Apr.26th. Drag and Bottom BtueE‘ing in Vigilant Channel Area.

lprn‘ 20thesccscssssssee Salled to Brisbane for

nt Bank.

Bottom Sweeping off
fit and Leave,

GENERAL mﬂm t« Conduct and Health of Ship's Company under trying

conditions in a trawler in the troplics have been
8 r!.iingl 00d.

mh'nh fz available at Thursday lsland very
1imited.

Coaling arrangemmts not very sgatisfactory, only
one truck being available to the Navy,

A considerable amount of trouble has been experie-
enced with E.R.Machinery & Boilers, due to a large
extent to the drafting of junione and inexperienced
E«.R.A.s as senior E.H.A.s8
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