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MONTHLY REPORT - H.M.A.S."ECHUCA"

p&ﬁﬁ’ - The attached monthly reporti rendered by H.M.A.S."Echuca"
-~ eovering the month of March, 1943, is submitted for the information
of the Naval Roard . P
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l Dat@esnesceess APTil 186,1949,
| Osesnsnssssnalitaval Officer in ﬁugl - Touwnsville.

| £ubjectesssssoWAR DIARY of Hou,4,5,"2J4UCA" for the momth of March 1943,
forwaried for the informstioa of the Navsl Board.
1. "sechuea" weighed snd ;roﬁadad &8 esoort to Convoy H.T.4."idmiral

Chase” "Both" and "Msngola" ,at ©745L,let Merch,to Cairns., The
passaze #aae without event until 1940L,5rd.,whea Commodore Convey,
in "Mengola® signalled that "Both" had reported one msn not account
ed for on mueterine st dusk, Couree was imcedistely reversed and
all lookouts doubled,but nothing was found during the search,
"Both" reported by signsl the following morning thatl NX9lZzZis,Pta.
Heuodiller « "B" Platoon,- &/6th.iuet.Indep.Coy,had not been seen
eince 12001, drd,,and wae coneidersd to have been loet overboard,

2, "Both" wse cetsehed for Yowamsville on arrxival off Fitzroy Island,

and " Aehues" -pruudcd to anchorage with " lamiral Chase" and "Han-

gola” in Clevelsnd Bay. |

lieheS"FArie" eleared the Fairway Beacon at l?OGL.éth.an&' when

bturning into Grafton rPa.ssge . ,wat cbssrved 10 be Ilying Black Penle

E E E ant and dropping Depth Chargee. "Lchuca" was then undsr way,aad
= EP (1) peesing into the main Chamnel. A 8igmal was @ads 50 U.U.leC.Cnirng
o, 20Vising him of “ririe's” actione ,and imstructions were later ra=-
¢eived 0 proceed o Bea apa carry out A/-.- opatrol ol uluva.l.ami Bay.
33/311:-1:3 the dark hours. "sghuca" passe¢ " Admiral ahaﬁn in the maln
PoT™ ehennel on the way out. *
| N ”""\3(’; "4Jechuca" entered Umirme harbour =2and berthed om "lwm" during the
afternoon of the Sth. Bollere were blown down that night,ané prep-
’_j/'a(g) aratione made Ifor boiler cleaning. Shipl Company was granted 48
—  hours leave in two watchaz,

Lisut L.Gourlay R.A.N.R. joinea the ®hip as Axecutive Officer amdG

gommenced taking over from lLisut L.B.Lloyd-Jones LKei.MeR.(3),

5 - J
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4, A% 1548L on Saturday March 6th. ,"Echuca" was with difficulty
moved by the Tug "Uta" ,from alongside "Bowen" to No.d 0il Lig;_
Lighter. During the procgess , "Uta" went aground and “"HSchuca" |
iﬂ.il“iiﬂii“m“ on the flood tide. The tug was eventually
pulled off,and succeeded in taking "Echuca" in tow,after 3
shackle® had been weighed by hand.

Puelling was completed from oil lighter that night,and 'Em'.“
remained alongeide,

5. Berth was shifted to alongeide "Platypus" at 1900L on March 8th.
and & boiler cleaning party commenced work. Together with
minor work on Main Engines and Auxilliaries,this was comple ted
on Sunday March l4th.,and "Echuca" slipped and proceecded to No.4
berth,Cairns on Monday 15th.,at 1400L,to aweit completion of
loading of Convoy - S,5."Baralaba”,

6. "Echuea" &lipped and proceeded to ses at 1200L,16th March,
with Lieut.D.B.Logan R.A.N.on board ,to exercise "L,L" and S,.4.
Sweepe in Cleveland Bay. These operations were successfully
carried out during the afternoon.,and at 1650L,H.A. P.Launches
"Hoona" and "Seeka" ,were taken in tow for Portland Roads and
Thureday Island ,respectively. |
Sebe"Baralaba” cleared the main channel at 1800L,and took
ltlt;on ahead of "Echuoa". She remained in Company duri ng the
passage t0 Thursday Island, The voyage wa® without event,and
"Hoona" wae detached at Portland Roads,at 1728L,17th,March.

7. "Sochuea" and Convoy arrived at Thureday Islamd at 0943L,1l9th.
"Baralba" proceeding alongeide, N.0.Il.Ce-T.I.,called on the
Commanding Officer "Echnca" ,and discussed part One of thks
"Augue ta" movement.("Echuca” to escort "Baralaba" %o Msarsuki).
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"Eohuca" and "Baralsba" left Tharsday Island for Marauki at
0845L,20th. The passage wes withont event ,shipe arriving off the
Outer Fairway Buoy at 1400L.,2is8t. "Raralaba®™ nroeesdod in af
1500L ,ané "Eehiioa™ anchorea off.

8.5."Baralabs” remained at Mersuki for 3 days discharging.
During this perioé ,cpportunisy wns ftsaken %o exercise "Echuca's”
Shipe Compsny in Heaving the Leed, Throwing Heavivng Lines Leads-
man'® Duties , Cellieion Stationa ,Ses~boste Crews ,Depth Charge
Partiee Dutlies and Dummy A/S.ettacke or o sucker Ccersl reef.

All short range weapon® were exercised at = Xite Terget,and
Pistol and Rifle pragiise carried ont, It wass found that nomne of
the young seumer rTatings bad any knowledge of how tu strssm and
hand the loeg,or %o heave and call the leosd anrrestly. They all
responded rapidly %o tlitinh- Junior Qfficarse were exgrciscd at
bringing the ship alongside a Dan Buoy.

"Kehuca" procedded escorting "Baralsha" %o Thareday Ialsné at
1600L ,24th,and arrived at Normanhy “ound srohorapge at 19805 ,20th,
ReAeFeAd"Euzumba" arrived during the night and snchored,

The puléga from Marsuki was without event except for one Air-
eraft report of a probahle periscorpe ,which was investigated and
found to e a shoal of fish,

"Behnea" proceaded alongside "Inrumba" snd refuelled at GEOOL,26%h,.
proceeding on complietion to anchorage off T buresday Ioland Whart,
where 8he remsined until 1445L,27th,

"Schuca" left anchorage at Tharsdsy J&land nt L445L,27th,%0 reie
dezvous S.5."Lady Iscbel”™ off Ince Point,nnd edcort her %o rort
Moreshy. Anchorage wae mede that night off Ince DPolnt,and shipse
proceeded at ﬁﬁﬂ&%.aﬁth..thrmgh Grest ¥Worth Ezef Chsnnel. Ancoor-
age was mads at 1aaa§,39th,orr Fenvel Iolsnd . end 8kips weighed
and proocecded at 063&%.3&th.,nlﬂnfingjﬁrambla Cey st 132&%,5&&
set courga for FPort Moresby which was reached nt 113$§¢313t.
"ichuea" refuelled from A.M.S5.Wharf on errival . snd commenced the
return funlngu %0 Thureday Island =t 161&%. On the way out,6 rounds

of 4" practise projactile were fired at the "Fruth" wreek.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1074157



w.

12, Bramble Ica;f was reached at 11“;,1“..113111 ,LAnd "gchuea” ,after
anchorirg st Rexnel Ielsané on the night of the 1lst-2nd ,arrived
et anchorage ¢ff Thureday Island wharf at 1420K ,.2nd,

15. An opportanity wae %aken 40 seud 2 bost losd of mem sshore at
Rennal Ioland for ezerciss, The heolth of the shir's company re-
maing axeallant,bat the lack of s properly orgsmnised mail service,
worries thae men, Several oprortunities have heen sveilable for
nail to he forwsrdsd %o Tharsaey Island but nénl has heen received

_8ince leaving Calrue,.,snd this kas hsd an unsettling effect on the

cihlpﬂ Compsany.

‘ Total ©tesaing Distasca To-dnte., 12,062 miles,
" % Hours " 1,397 hours.
Average Tprsed To-Gafe. 9.1 Znotse,

Re A NETTLEFOLD .

Li&ut-ﬂ Oﬂlmﬂnﬁﬂr -Rn.ﬂ -H I-Rl
COMMANDING OFFICER.

NeOeloCo~ Townsville.

| Forwarded for your information.
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