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H¥AS PLINDERS
At Calirnse

318t January, 1975.

The ’
ROYAL AUS AR HAVY.

ir,
I have the honour to report the proceedings of Ver
Fajesty's Australian Ship, TIIVDENS, under my command for the
month of Janurry, 1975.

2e relghing at 0752 (IX) on Wednesday 1st, the ship
continued sonar gweeping and sounding in the arer 2"10tted ns
the Task Group anchorage in Port Darwine The J.H.%s proc-eded
inshore t0 closely examine the alongside berthe available.

hn e etion of the anchorares, the ahip then commenced
aoundi n the ares hetween Tmery Foint Charles Point Patches.
HMAS MUIRIURNE, wearing the flag of the Fleet Commander, entered

harbour accommpanied by Vi3 TUART at 1000 (IK).

3 Soundi gsonay sweeping snd fixing the i
tﬂe harhouy buoys mﬂnﬂ utif %o ahip uzﬁmd 23'1338“(%.
Stores and personnel were them tranaferred with MA: NELAOTMNE,

------./%Mﬂg
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4o Observing perties were landed at 0615 (IK) on Th 2nd.
These parties ooonphd gtations on the southern side of the

Mini-ranger ctations were established and fixed. “hen the thl.p'a
company were innoculated during the afternoon, further parties were
landed on the northern side of the harbour,

Se HMAS STALVART entered harbour at 1000 (IK). At 0718 (IX)
on Priday 3rd, MMA Ships HOBART and VENDETTA entered harbour,

6o weighing at 0755 (IX), the ship fixed the position of
underwonter obstructions found.

As interference was a nt at one of the Mini-ranger stations,
the ship anchored at 1 I¥) and a party sent ashore to relocate
the eguipment. The ship weighed ot 1745 (IX) and ;lrmedod to
recover bosts, roturning to its anchorage at 1856 (IK).

Te Prior to g at 0755 (I¥) on Sa 4th, Captain
I.¥, Burnside, 0.B.E., m joined the ship to view progress of
the work and %o inspect the shipe. The ship proceeded sounding in

the area to the south of Dmery Point.
The S.¥.B, landed a m to re-=level the Port Darwin tide gauge

and obtain tidal readings
The ship econtinued 'md!.ng anchoring ot 1607 (I¥) when reconn-
alssance parties were sent in {e East Arn to select Mni-rangey sites,

O I ﬂdel Commanding Officer's meeting onboard WMAS
MELBOURNE at 1030 Ils Sunday Sthe The 5.¥.B. was employed marking
the :uafxommtu fmd by the ship.

The 5B returned alongside

at 1938 (IX).

Te The M7 gcontinued merking obstructions on Mond Gﬁ.
The ship mfm! at Oﬁg 1K) to mtinm the sonar se The
ship anch at 1330

"hen all obestructions hnd been marked, the S5MB recovered the
mi er transponders and established {;hu in Bast Arm and
completed the lmﬂlnga in that ares, mrlu the approaches to

Catalina Eandil The transponde rz 1:0 on completione.
The SMB3 re nlovulido at 1750 (IE

10. The ship oghoa at 0936 (I¥) Tuesday 7th and went along-
side VMAS SUPPLY at 1023 (IX) to take on fuel and water, casting off
at 1136 (T¥) to continue the sonnr sweeps

The SVB was employed establishing the Mini-ranger at Emery Point
and Charles Point. The ship nohored at 1700 (1),

'llllili/“l On
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11. On Vednesday B8th, the ship weighed at 0700 (IK) and
proceeded sounding over Charles Foint Patches. Sounding beling
completed at 1620, the ship anchored astern of MV Cape Moreton off
Charles Point at 1642 (IX). With the use of ¥V Cape Noreton's
LARK, the equipment wns recovered from Charles Pointe T called
on the lMaster, Captain Chesterman mi_gwe t’l.tup of the Fort
Darwin Navaids., The ship wel eﬁﬂ 1809 (I¥) and entered
harbour, anchoring at 1940 (IK).

17 The SMB was used by CeD.Te1 to classify the located
und *rwater obatructions. |
13+ On completion of hoisting boats, the ship weighed and

proceceded for s at 0753 (IX) on Thursday 9th.

14. At 2015 (K) on Priday 10th, two fishing vessels were
gsishted and course was sltered to pass close by. (FLINDERS
Message 1011002 JAN 75)

15. At 2140 (K), HMAShips BRUNEI, TARAKAN and WEWAY were passed.

16. As the tidal stream was favourable, the E transitted '
Torres Strait by the Prince of Wales Channel at 2100 (X) on

Seturday 11th.
17+ The ship secured slongside Yo 10 wherf, Cairns at 1436 (K)
on Monday 13th. On completion of fuelling, the ship secured

8 | aide to Yo 1 at 1612 (¥)s T“ecreational leave was
granted. |

18, The assisted Vaintenance Period wns
modification of the installation of the Spe
and Video output was continued on the SAT HAV.
ations have been undert-ken.

19. During the ship's absence in Darwin, Variant 'B' 5.B.,¥,
had been delivered, It wos found necessary to adjustthe falls
and griping points on the davits. TEcho sounder comparison triasls
were conducted between the two varianta,

20, The opportunity was taken on Tuesday 218t to closely
examine the deep water inlets in the southern part of Trinity
Inlet and assess thelr potential to provide shelter for this ship
and the Patrol Boats in a tropicel revolving storms Deep water
was found in these narrow confines and it is considered that with
the shelter provided by the dense man 8, o vessel of FLINDERS
sige or larger could survive a storm in safety.

commenced, The
ading Interface
No other modifice

'Illllll'i/Z’_’ On
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21 On Nonday 27th, Variant 'A' 2 .,M.D. was used to transfer
pérsonnel and mail with HMAS VENDETTA, enroute from Darwine.
224 The morale of the Ship's Company has remained high.

Their conduet has beon very good.

I Remain,
Sir,

Your (Bedient Servant.

EJ.Z. DOYLE)

Iieutenant cmder ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY.

r JSULNG

Ja

e oy o

fnclosuret Steaming Appendix

RESTRICTED

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO/74166



RESTRIGTEL

ROCLAEDLEGS o JANUANRT TS

Miles stesmed during Month 1568.6 !Miles
¥iles steamed since Commisaioning 28834,0 Mles
Hours underway during Month 149 Yours 27 Minse.
fours underway since Commissioning 2720 Vours 30 Mins.
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Pile: P6/26

HYAS FLINDERS
At Cairns,

4th m. 1975.

Naval Officer Commanding,
QUEENSLAND,

Tor Informption

Fleg Officer Commanding,
H.M., AUSTRALIAN FLEET,

The Hydrocrapher
ROYAL AUSTR'LIAN NAVY.

Sir,

2
I have the honour to report the procecedings of Her Majesties*

Australisn Ship, FLINDERS, under my command for the month of February

1975.
2e Having completcd the Assisted Self Mointenance period om the
receding Priday,

e ship fuelled at no.10 wharf, coirns, on Nonday
rde. On completion of fuelling the ship cast ofi' at 1136 rnd proceeded
to the survey ground in the Cape Melville, Barron Island arec.

e In accord=once with previous instruections on the conduct of the
evaluation irizsl of the Variamnt b Survey Motor Boat, the boat was
despatched at 0830 to make an independent passage to the noxth.

Ae A strong south easterly wind =nd accompanying high seas
allowed the S.M.B. to maintain a higher speed normale It became
apparent that the ship would noti overtake the boat by sunset so the
boat was ordered to anchor in the lee of Hope Islands.

32 2an g
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Se The boat rejoined the ship at 1730 and procceded to the
survey ground in company.

Ge After severnl delays due to fuel blockages in the boat,
the ship arrived in Bathurst Bay at 1020 on Tuesday 4th.

Te Establishing a tide gauge at Cape Melvillé, the ship
proceeded to an anchorage to the West of Pipon Is s Parties
were landed to clear the posed Hifix Site and establish control
points on Hales Island and Pipon Island ILight.

8e The Petty Officer in charge of the elur.ugo was
stung by a stingray and was returned to the ship at 17230, e wound
caused some concern al the time and the patient had an uncomfortable

night. However he was fit for duty the following mormning.

I8 A squall hit the ship at 1745 and as further
deterioration of the woather was indieated, the ship weighed and
Ihm Groupe.

proceeded to am anchorage imn Stokes Bay,

With visibility down to less than half a mile im the rain

at foree 6 ng foree7, the ship remained at

lith- The S.M.B. was despatched to check the tide
LCe

* weighed at 0730 Thursdey 6th and with the boat
in company, proceeded out of the lee. % It became apparent with the
3 to 4 metre sea _ that no worthwik¥®e soundings could take place.
The ship returned to its anchorage. |

12. By noon the low pressure cell situated 60 miles to the
north had deepened, causing =2 cyclone alert to be issued. The 5.M.B,
was hoisted and the ship was prepared for heavy weather., The wind
was now gusting to force 9 at the anchorage.

13 The e moderated, the ship weighed and proceeded
sounding at 0600 ﬁwﬂ%. = o —

14 Anch close in the lee of North Warden Reef ot 1500
the S.M.Bs was lowex ond the nger fixing aid was tnanftma
to the oboat which proceeded sounding at 1730 re to the boom

at 235’-

15 To allow the boat to progress with the survey it was run
on the routine of leaving the ship at 0600, returning at 1600 for fuel
and maintenance. Then proceeding at 1800 returning alongside at 2359.

10.
and the wind steady
anchor on Vednesd

gouge at Cape Mel
1. The shi

---;-:-/15
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16. The ship was employed and fixing new stations.
On m m. the MP' on mee 1.‘ M.V, ptune Alb!!". was
informed that Marine Operations Centre had released a report that

a vessel was aground on North Warden Reef. As this 2 could only
refer to this ship, 2 signal was released clorifying the situation.

17. The weather sgein deteriorated during the afternoon of
the 9th. The boat was escorted into anchorage in Bathurst .

The ship then proceeded to the south east, anchoring off
Island at 0700 Monday 10th.

18. Iieutenant J.R. COOK RANR was landed. Mail wes
collected and the ship weighed at 0900 =nd proceeded to the survey
goound. THMAS BARB passed at 0100 VWednesday 12th. HMAS TARAKAN
passed at 0900. -

13. The f-ll;B. hr:t:.-:;ﬁ to the al;f ;ttzogo with a tait:?
of the power supply to © ranger. efect was beyond
capability of ships staff and Indef 24/76 was raised.

20. The mini=ranger was transferred to the ship snd sounding

was continued by the ship. To allow the ship to sound continually,
: mth partym was landed at Cape Melville to tronomit tidel readings
s] e Do

21 The ship proceeded to Iizard Island on Saturdoay 15th,
vhere mail was lan and colleected.s The defective static inverter,
the cause of the unserviceability of the mini-ranger was oir freighted
to Sydney. Short leave was granted on the afternoon of Sunday 16th.

22, Weighing at 0400 Mondey 17th, the ship returncd to the
survey unde As control for visual fixing had been established
in the Melville area, the S.M.B. was lowered and both ship and

boat recommenced soundinge.

23e Mail was tronsferred with HMAS BAYONET at 0500 Tuesday
18th. The ship sounded continually until Saturdoy 218t. The boat
was lowered each morning to continue its work.

24. On Seturday 218t the ship remained at anchor off
Island. A tide was estoblished there in preparationfor the
work to be cond there next month.

25. After two days of c¢-lm conditioms, a squall of 30 knots
heralded a period 5 days of strong north westerly weather. Sounding
continued until Thursd-y 27th when the tide pole party was recovered
and the ship proceeded to Cairns.

FFFFF
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26. The weather foreecast had predicted moderate to rough
seas 80 the boat remcined hoisted for the passage. |

27. - Arri off the Cairns channel entrance ot 0600 Priday
28th, 1t was f that entry was prohibited by a tanker anchoring
in the ¢ due to foge As suitsbel conditions existed
the boat was lowered and ship anchored.

28, At this stage details of loesl Navex Q1 were received and

the necessary action t-ken. We and proceeding down the channel
the ship secured alonguiﬂo'n.w at 0855.

29. Sub Lieutenant J.E. BAEER RAN joined the ship. On
mhﬂn of fuelling,the ship alongside NWo.1 vharf at

30, The morale =and conduct of the ships' company has been
very good.
I Remain,
Sir,

Your Obedient Servant.

2z

Lieutenant Commander, ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

3Ol

JE I

——
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HMAS FLINDERS ~ REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FEBRUARY 1975

Miles steamed during month 24671
Miles steamed since commissioning 31301.1

Hours underw-y during month 249hr 3Tm
Hours underway since commissioning 2970hr OTm

soundes by ship 985.4
sounded by boat 3575
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70/ 2/3 HMAS FLINDERS

A& Cainnl.
The N < g g 8 Command -
QU;EHE?J'AHD. : o 1ng;s =8 APR 1975
For Informations

The Eomta.g;,
Department Defence,
Navy Office

CANBERRA, ALT,

The Flag Officer Commanding
HoM. AUSTRALIAN FLEET, .

The Hydrographer,
ROYAL AUS IAN NAVY,

Bir,

I have the honour to report the proceedings of HerHaJestQ;;>
Australian Ship "FLINDERS" for the mnntﬁ of March 1975.

2e Mr B, Sauter of the Magnovox Research Laboratories srrived
in Cairns on Saturday 1st. In co=-operation with Mr, P, Haines of
DNCD's staff the examination and setting to work of the Satellite

Navigation System proceeded., Mr, R, Park of Garden Island Dockyard
arrived on Bunﬂay.gnd- y

g. Lieutenant Commander W.F. JAQUES RNZN arrived in Cairns on
unday 2nd to conduet evaluation trials on both Variants of S.M.B.

4o On Monday 3rd and Tuesday 4th crews were provided for both

boats to enable e New Zealand rcgresantative to conduct trials
in an area extending out to the outer reef.

e Due to problems in setting the new interfaces of Heading

speed and Visual readout to the Satellite Navigation C
sﬁgp was delayed in sailing, L8 omputer tﬁa

I.l‘llll./ﬁ
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6o In the early hours of Friday 7th the problems with the
computer were proved to be a combination of both software and
hardware, the solution to which would be the supply of replacement
parts from the United States.

;. After ragairing a defect on the Satellite Receiver on
riday 7th, the technical officers left the area.

8. The shig sailed for the survey ground at 1000 Saturday
8th after a most frustrating period alongside.

Qe Fire, Emergency and Leaving Ship Stations were exercised
on tle passage north.,
10. The ship anchored off Bewick Island at 235%, The ship

reverted to survey routine the following morning, After recovering
tidal records from Bewick Island the ship weighed at 0640 and
proceeded to the north. The remainder of the day was spent
establishing Mini-Ranger transponders at King and Pipon Eslands. The
oMB proceeded sounding and the ship anchored at Cape Melville.

11, The SMB returned alongside at 2000. On Monday 10th the
boat proceeded sounding and the ship weighed and proceeded to
Bewick Island to make adjustments to the tide gauge.

12s The boat reported by radio that the alternator/water pump
belts had failed on the port engine. The remaining set on the
starboard engine were split and the boat continued sounding for tww
hours before the port engine failed again. The boat anchored awaiting
the ships return., Identies were exchanged with HMAS DERWENT at

1236.

13. Returning to the Cape Melville area, the boat was hoisted

gg 1?30. The ship then proceeded to an anchorage in the Flinders
oup.

14, As the remaining area to be sounded depended on the servicee

ability of the boat and replacement belts had to be obtained from
Sydney, the efforts of the shig were directed towards completing
the geodetic traverse between Flinders Peak and Pelican Island.

15. From Tuesday 11th until Friday 14th the ship remained in
Princess Charlotte Bay., Observing parties were landed on Flinders
Island, Cliff Island, Fahey, Eden and Wharton Reefs.

164 HMAS ADROIT rendezvoused with the ship on Wednesda
to transfer mail and personnel. ¢ y 12th

7. Leaving the general area in the afternoon of Fridav 14th

the ship proceeded to Lizard Island to collect air freighg; Due

to haav¥££assenger bookings, an additional freight flight had to be
made., s did not arrive until 1100 Saturday 15th on obtaining the

:ggi&cement belts for the SMB the ship returned to the Cape Melville

I"l-llllill-'li/'ta
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18. The SMB proceeded so at first light on Sunday 16th.
The ship proceeded to the head of Bathurst Bay to land a party to
occupy a grimgulation station situation on a mountain in that area,
Another party was landed at Flinders Island to occupy Flinders Peak,
These parties were to remain ashore overnight. The ship then
proceeded into Princess Charlotte Bay to continue the traverse,
returning to an anchorage in the Flinders Group at 2030 and there
meeting the S.M.B,

19. On Monday 17th the shore parties were recovered. It was
diugpainting to discover that the observations had not been made,
the Bathurst Bay Party had inadvertantly spent the night on the
sumit of the wrong mountain, The Princess Charlotte Bay end of the
traverse was then continued by the ship.

20. To obtain the observations between Flinders Peak and what
was now called Mt, Exhaustion, parties were landed again on Tuesday
18the The boat continued saunding in the Cape Melville area, The
ship serviced the tide gauges, anchoring in the lee of Pipon Islands.
A party was landed at the Proposed Pipon Island Hifix site to connect
it with Flinders Peak,

21. The night proved to be one of continuous torfential rain
ahd no contact was made with Pipon Island,

22 Wel at 0630 Wednesday 19th, the Flinders Peak party
was recovered at 0800. It was a relief to hear that the weather in
that area had not prevented the observations from being obtained.
IMAS BARBEITE rendezvoused with the ship at 0900.

23e Ag the Mt, Exhaustion tgarty had not returned to the beach
by 1400, concern was f@lt for their safety. The ship anchored,
Search and first aid parties were landed. The SMB was recalled.
The missing party was located and with all personnel onboard the
ship weighed and proceeded to the Flinders Group to anchor.

2k, The ship weighed at 0600 Thursday 20th. The SMB proceeded

to recover the Cape Melville tide camp and the Mini-Ranger trasaponders,
The ship proceeded to recover marks on the Western side of Princess
Charlotte Bay.

25 The opportunity was taken to approach the "Helix Apollo"
aground on Eden Reef, ght osition of the stranded ve
as being on the charted danger. N —

26, The SMB was hoisted at 1400 and the ship proceeded t
Bewick Island to recover the tide gauge. V pRE——

IIIIII.'I./27
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27 « It had been intended to return to Cairns by the outer route,
leaving the Barrier Reef through Waterwitch Passage. Due to delays and 1l
having to transit the reef in darkness the ship returned to the
gsouth via the inner route. However the opportunity was taken to
roceed in to deep water via Trinity Open the following morning
nrder that the deep echo sounder could be checked. Returning
the reef by Grartnn Passage, the ship secured alongside
Ho. £, Cairns at 1500 Friday 2%5

28. The A.M.P. was commenced on Monday 24th. Besides the planned
maintenance items due, work was commenced in refitting the Hifix,

29. Another engineer from the Magnavox Company, in association with
Mr, Haines progressed with the setting to work of Eha Satellite
Navigation Equipment.

Qe Long weekend leave was granted for Easter, Cairns Harbour
ecame a busy naval port with the visits of H.M.S. ODIN and the
First Australian Minecounter Measures Squadron,

31. The conduet and morale of the ships company has remained
very good.

o
(J.J. DOYLE)
Lieutenant Commander RAN
COMMANDING OFFICER
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HMAS FLIND
At Sea

B

RS

70/22/3
6th April 1975

The Naval Officer Commanding,
QUEENSLAND

ForInformation:

The Secretary, Department of Defence (Navy)
The Flag Officer Commanding, HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET
The Hydrographer, ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

The Commander, AUSTRALIAN DEFENCE ASSISTANCE GROUP

EDINGS APRIL 1975

L

HMAS FLINDERS - REPORT OF PROC

2ir,

I have the honour to report the proceedings of
Her Majest(ééﬁﬁuﬂtralian Ship FLINDERS for the month of
April 1975. All times are zone time (-10).

& After the Baster weekend, work continued in
completing the work list of the Maintenance Period. The
Hifix site established in the Army Barracks was used to tune
the replacement Medium Power Hifix transmitters.

i On Friday 4th an attempt was made to replace the
rod meter of the SM Log. On withdrawing the old rod, the sea
valve failed and water began entering the compartment. The
rod was replaced but the preformed packing of the gland

had distorted and water continued to enter. URDEF 29/76

was raised for dockyard assistance. A blanking plate was
positioned by diver. The sea valve was refitted and the sea
rod meter positioned on Wednesday 9th.

TAGrRANID
4. Mr Steffel, the Hagnavos Field engineer left for
Sydney on Saturday 9th.
De A comprehensive programme of Basin Trials and
equipment trials was conducted during the week ending Friday
11th.,
6. A major defect in the steering became apparent. On

selecting Primary Hand or Automatic, the rudders went hard
over to starboard. (FLINDERS URDEF 31/76 Refers). As

/260
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secondary control from the bridge and two methods of steering
from aft were available, it was considered safe for the ship
to manouvre in harbour waters.

T HMAS DUCHESS entered harbour at 0830 on Tuesday
15th and proceeded to No. 10 wharf for fuel .

8 To allow HMAS DUCHESS to re-berth at No. 1 Wharf,
the ship cast off at 1320 and proceeded into the east arm
of Trinity Inlet. Underway tests of the re-fitted SM Log

were undertaken.

9. The ship berthed port side to on HMAS DUCHESS's
port quarter at No. 1 wharf at 1430.

10. I called on, and was entertained by, the Commanding
Officer, HMAS DUCHESS, on Wednesday 16th.

I A comprehensive programme of sporting activities
was organised for the afternoon involving all ships in harbour.

125 The SMB and crew were provided in the afternoon to
transport Captain E. V. Stevens RAN and two accompanying
Naval Reserve Cadet Unit Officers to the N.R.C. Vessel
TRIDENT, moored in the east arm of Trinity Inlet.

e The ship cast off from HMAS DUCHESS at 1530 on
Thursday 17th and secured starboard to at No. 10 wharf.

14. A most constructive period had been had alongside
HMAS DUCHESS. Her technical staff had been of the greatest
assistance.

15. The electronic components of the Bridge Steering

console had been removed, inspected and re-installed. The
major defect disappeared but a 'hunting' motion developed
on the rudders. (FLINDERS INDEF 26/76 Refers). No spares
for the electronic units are available in Australia.

16. The ship fuelled and continued storing on Friday
18th. Berth was shifted to No. 1 at1115, HMAS DUCHESS

having sailed at 0830,

17 The ship sailed from Cairns at 1100 on Monday 21st.
With time in hand to reach Shark Reef at first light the
following morning the log was calibrated. The opportunity
was also taken to calibrate the mini-ranger system. Trinity
opening was transited at 1900.

18. On arriving at Shark Reef at 0600 on Tuesday 22nd,
the investigation of the area commenced. The ship anchored

at 1530 and adjustments were made to the starboard main engine.
The ship weighed at 1700 and continued sounding until 1900
when the investigation was broken off and the ship continued
on passage to the eastward.

/360
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19. In the early hours of Thursday 24th an area of
reported discoloured water was investigated. Passage was
resumed to the north east. Cape Deliverance was passed
at 0100 Friday 25th.

20, The ship was diverted from the intended programme

and ordered to call at Kieta at the first available opportunity
(DEFNAV CANBERRA MESSAGE 240503 APR75). Course was accordingly
adjusted and a Logistic Requirement signal raised.

2ts Arriving off the Kieta/Anewa Bay area on Saturday
26th without having received further instructions, the ship
proceeded to Anewa Bay, anchoring at 0900.

2é. The Commanding Officer proceeded ashore and contacted
the local authorities and made enquiries of what was expected
of the ship. On finally contacting the Harbour Master, a

berth was made available at Kieta.

23, The ship weighed at 1040 and proceeded to Kieta,
securing port side to the Government Jetty at 1130. The
ship was met by the Harbour Master, Captain J. Marshall and
the Assistant District Commissioner Mr A. Melvill.

24, A survey party was despatched in the SMB during
the afternoon to commence supplementary tasks in the Kieta/
Anewa Bay area.

25. Short leave was granted from 1600, the opportunity
being taken by all the available ships company to attend the
Anzac Day Ball to which an invitation had been received.

26. This was followed on the Sunday, by attendance
at the Diggers Day Golf Match.

27 ICDR C. J. PICKERING RAN of the PNG Department
of Defence arrived at 1700 Sunday 27th and began briefing
the Command on the situation in the Bougainville area.

28, During the forenoon of Monday 28th I called on

DR E. SARSI D.B. the District Commissioner for Bougainville.,
During the afternoon I called on MR L. HANNSETT, the Planning
Officer of the Provisional Government of Bougainville.

29. Having completed fuelling, the ship cast off
at 1550 and proceeded to the survey ground.

30. After sounding overnight in the 1/300,000 area the
ship entered Matchin Bay by North Channel at 0900 Tuesday
29th and anchored off SORAKEN Plantation at 0830.

i g Arrangements had been made to meet Mr Stewart
Priestley, the Patrol Officer who had worked in the western
section of Bouganville. Whilst awaiting his arrival, parties

/4o
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were landed to select the Hifix site and recover the Geodetic
control Point. The SMB proceeded sounding in the 1/100,000

area.

- With all parties and the Patrol Officer onboard

the ship proceeded through the south eastern entrance of
Matchin Bay to steam down the coast visiting local settlements
to inform them of the ships role. The opportunity was taken
to run a line of soundings and to visit the coastal geodetic
control points. The ship anchored overnight off KUNUA

Plantation.

25 On Wednesday 30th parties were landed at 0800

to call at KUNUA and SIPAI. The SMB proceeded sounding.

54. On recovering the parties the ship weighed at 1020
and proceeded to the southeast anchoring off KUBAIC mission
at 1230.

35, On establishing the ships task with the local

inhabitants the ship weighed and proceeded to Torokina, the
site of the southern Hifix Camp, anchoring at 1633.

36, The morale of the ships Company has been very
good and their conduct excellent.

I have the honour to be
5 B oA
Your Obedient Servant
)

(J. J. DOXIR)

Lieutenant Commander RAN
COMMANDING OFFICER
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STEAMING APPENDIX

MiLES STEAMED DURING MONTH 1622.8
MILES STEAMED SINCE COMMISSIONING 34550.0
HOURS UNDERWAY DURING MONTH 140hr 29M

HOURS UNDERWAY SINCE COMMISSIONING 3361hr 47M

MILES SOUNDEL ON SURVEY GROUND

SHIP 215:3
BOAT 17.7
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HIAS PLIID TS w RUPORD OF PROCIIDINGS w JUNMT 1975
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olr,
' _ : o ' o

T have the honour to report the proccecdings of Ilor | 1:1;]ur.=£_.§_q .

Austrolian chip Flindera for the nonbh of June 195,  The Shdp

romained in the smbters of lapua New Guines leeping aone Line 10

exaept for the perlod YWednesdoy 18th to ilonday 23rd when the ship

wag in the Waters of the Solomon Islands keeping zone. time=11.

2 A% the beplnnins of the month the chip vias on paotoen? fron
aboul to the survey erea, - The ghip arrvived off the Toroliina canp
wito ot 0030 Sunday l1a¢. the boabks vrore loweroed cnd tho €o0n
re-viciualled, ihe ship then procccded to the moxtghvand VWit Gl
SLIB in conpany, sowding.

* 3 As the northemrm eonp could not be roached by p_l}nnﬂ'{;, tho
ship enchoxed and the I8 proceeded gowrding. ihe 155 returaed
alongside at 0315 licnday <nd.

4 The ohip welghed at 0600 and proccedcd to the voutherm
enbrance oi Sovolen chammel . On welshing 1t woo noted that the
bolt of the onchor shackle on the centreling cable had NGved.

Action was out in hond to reetlly the defcob. (UWIAS FLINDLRS lottox
10/16/1 dated 26th Junc, 1975) «

15
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' T e Mha ohin anchorcd o tho aputhsam caveener bo Soyalin:
Chonnels - the uild contimuced goundin ; and whoe soraken cump Vil
rewvictualled on completion, the ship and uUil3 procceded sounding
in company. The ship anchored at 1600 and the 513 sounded overnighte.

Ce Sounding progressed in this manner untill 1800 Saturday Tth
wvhen the boat wes hoisted. The shiip procccded to investigate a
shoal sounding obtuoined in the outer area.

Te By Sunday 8th the investigafion indicated a complete
voleanie cruter rising out of 1000 ncitres of water with a le:ost depth
0L under O meticd., Belore procecGins incnore,y the current netorn

was laid in a sultable depth adjacent to the shoal.

Ge The ship and SiB sounded over the 9th ond into the 10th,

A heovy owell had developed and the ship had to lice clope in olf

Bilk Island te hoigt the boat. The ship thon proececded to the

outier arca to vecover tiie curreni meter. whic swell wap budlding

un iNGto breakers in Glis ared. During recovery the nooringa on

the ctarent meter fouled the botton, both recovery wires paxicd ond
the neter was logt. The positlon was buoyed and the chip procceded
Ccoundings |

Qe - At 1800 the Sorsken camp reported that a menmber of the

camp perty was auparcntly seriously 111 with an infeetion that had
affectecd both cars and hio jjaw. The ship proceeded inshore 1n order
%0 epproach the conp at first light. on Wedneoday 11th.

10. - Contact was lost with the Torokina camp and by 0900 on the
Wednesday conccrn wais felte As the patiene ab Soraken had heoen
noved to tha plantation mansser's house and was recclving better
medical attentlon than the ship could offer, the shlp proceceded to
Torokina to inveotigate the problem there.

11%e - ' Radlo contact was regained ot 1900 A conplete power
failure had cccurred, Ag obhexr problems hod ocourred with the
 HiLLx thio deecision ‘Wwog nade €0 The yeeover whe eamma. The i

anchored in “orokina Harbour at 1630 and worlcing partiecs woere
landed, '
12, . With the camp and equipment onboard the vhip weighed ot

1730 ond nrocceded “bto the north, anchoring ot the entrance of
Soralzen channel at 2200,

13. When radio -contact was establlaolicd At Llrat light on

Thuvaday 12th, i woo reyorted that the pavicnte condltion had
deterioreted the previous evening and he nod beoen deapatened by the
plantation bout to Dukka Passage for cvacuation to Rabaul at 0530

that norning. - '

14+ .« Vorking nartlies were leonded to recover the woraken Caupe

The SMB was lowercd end despaiched (o Duka Pascoge 1o book alrline seato

to dabaul for the Coxaswain and one other sailor who had a badly
infeeted wound on his hand. - :

. | | | ii.ilillil.illl/'ls
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| e BT s DGR CUARERG Cassin Deraented and 88 wae Lenperaiuro
Gouge goave Nno WaINLIG, the heuod rasicet scals were damagzed cnd the

L

~ boat returned on one engine (FLINDERS TITDEF 29/76) .

16, - Ag the SI was now unuseable foxr a long unacconmpanied irip,
the Plantation lianasement provided a boat at 0500 on T'riday 13th,
to forry the party to Buka Passagoe. The ship remaincd at anchov,

175 The ship weighed at 0830 Saturday 14th and procecded through
soraken Chamnel lnta ilatchin Bay. The shin then carried on into
Buka Possane, 1owvr1nu a boat off the ﬂLLtlannt to recover the

peraonnel,

18, The transitting of Buka Pascase ond approaches was of
great valve ao it pave an onnorbunity to wvrite the oailing dirxcetions

for the arca. .;cveral uncharted rcefa were plovted,

19, The ship then nrnuaeded thrquh North Channel and continued
pounding in the outcer area.

20, Brcakjnawnif frnm goundinyg on Sundzy 15th a gearch for
the currcat neter was cod m,tud but without sueccecs, sovading then
continued vntlil th inlluwmnﬂ day when both tide gauges were vioited,

21 The ship lefb the area of the main survey at 1300 on
‘uegday 17th and nrocceded to the eaatward to inveotlpgate an orea
of rapurtu d shoal water,. Completing the investigation at 1900,
the ship procceded on passage to Honlara., |

224 During; VWednegday 13th, course was deuﬁtﬂﬂ tn noas cloao
by the subnerzed voleano In nosition Lintitude 87 59153 Lu1~;uu1ﬂ 1;7

571,  The volconic activity was imorcosive and the.photosraphers
onboard made every use of the opportuwnity.

23, The liarbour maﬂtnr for Honlara boardcd as tho nilot a%
0840 Thursday 19th. = The ship berthed port side to the Innecr
Vhard ot 0%00. '

-7 10 The Australicn Commissioner, Mr. P. Jackson met the shilp
| on arvivol and dota*la of the viesit ore Linnlized

25 L ual]uﬂ on the Chief Minicter of Solonon Iulnmﬁu, the
Honourcble Solomon Hﬁmalnnx at 1100 whilea wag followed hy my call
on Hig DBzcellency the Govornnr, lire DeCels Liddington Gﬁﬁ, oVO.,

20, Iy calls were conoidered rafi ?ﬂ”ﬂ theix aftnadwnca at
thﬂ shipa Coclitall Jarfy thut evening

dle' I called on the Commissioner of Paliuﬂ, Mr. R Ddwords at
1100 on Friday 20th. | _ |

illlliii-l-/zal
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Y T
Ll AHTIRERCE s a8 e ersigation had Oecnined © vory enjoyuble
projrolme oy cavel soiaent which culmineled; for the shipo GO ~fn.,r,
~in a cricket match asoinet an lonlara Lluven during the qucrnuon
of Saturday 21st.

29. During the otay alongsalde ﬁhﬂ chin was not oncn for
inopectlion by the gencial publ;c but a steady strenm of orgenized
groups of schaul children kept the duty watch fully uccupind.

E ST ee——"
-

if

30, Survey parties were londed on the Friday and Saturdoy

to connecet whe uatel]itﬂ novigation acrial inﬂn the local "ﬁudctla
I'I.”t"u orie

31. " The uhipa conpany nade full use of the easily accuaulblu

Duty Yree Shopping avellable,

32, The shlp cast off and procecded at C900 Sunday 2Znd ond
passage was made for tlie survey ground,

33, " The off shore survey area wags cnterecd during llondoy 23rd.
- Sounding continued uvarnlpht and wag brolien off thﬂ fnllnxinp day to
visit the tide gauzes at Yorociking and Soraken.

34, uring the evening of Tuesday 24th a sailor was turmed

in whith the oynptons of appendicliiie as thooo uynplons hnﬁ baon
provent fo two doyn and wvith tho dnpending vecon paooogo ho Ondwnn,
further medical advice wau thought ncecovary and the uulp diverled
~to Klata,

35, On anchoring in Kleto Harboux at 1515 Wednesday 25th the

ohip was met by the llarbeour llastor. The patlent wao londed and TIoNCe
ported to the Base llospital, Arawa where the diasnogis contfirnoed
anpendiecitio and the sailer was admitied. IHedical advice inﬂicuted
that the lativn1 vould otlll be fit to travel during the next. 24

houras. Rath.r than leave nin unaceonpanicd. in the ﬁau;a:aaxllo AYeco.,
the Cozawain was landed t0 arcvenge repatrviation to Service ledicol
focllitien in Yot [Horuohy.

36 ° Che ship welghed at 1720 and retiwmed e the sunvey

cround, R

37 - Sounding continued. until Priddy 27th vhen the chip prodocded ;
nchore to recover the Coxswaln at Dukn Posgagze. Wi remalning

equipment at Uoraken woau rec overad.

38, The SilB wao dlowervedrot 1540 and shivn ond boat inveotisated
shool soundingds., Lo maintaln o reagonchle pascuge spead 1T was
nﬂcmdniry to tow the boat, the shaltes beins suitably locked. ihe
uhin cnchored ot 2000 aind the Ci5 continued sounding wntll 0345
uturduy 28th. -

]
|

lllll

seatussess/30
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3 ﬂne ship welghed at 0730 and procccded with the SIB Lo
Find tho least depth on various shoals discovered.

40. The boaot was hoisted in Torokina Harbour and the tide gauge
vina recovercd at 1430,  The ship then nrocecded sounding in the

outcr areca.

41, On Sunday 29th the avea iln which the current noter wos lqnt
wos approached in order that a further seoarch could e carri?d nuti
The weather had deteriorated overnisht wita & feeshoening gouth casv
wind. A3 the area was untenable ia the sco stace prevailing vhe
search was abandoned. The ship procceded to tie gouthern 1init

of tho survey area.

42, Mhe weathor further deterioroted into llonday 30th. Porce
7 winds were expericnccd. , Affcr the lon~ neriod of cxecellend
_wicather the motion of the ship begin to take effecct on the ships
company . |

43. Althoush the gencral health of the shins company hag becn
cood the experience gained durings -che monthmp indicoated %the

«  3jnadequacles of ledicel Lquipment List Ho.11 in dealing with
- tropical infectlons.

44, . The murulé and conduct of the ships company hasg remained
| vexry gﬂﬂﬂ-

I have the honour to e,
Elir,

Your obedient gorvant.

(J.J. DOYLE)
Tdecutenont Comuondeor RAIT
COITAITDTITG OMIPEC.HR

g e il W
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STOAMIHG ALDITIDIX
MILES STEAMSD DURING MONTH 488941

¢ UILES STEAIID SINCE COLIIISSIONING  43021.4

HOURS UNDERWAY DURING MONTH . 4420y 20i
HOURS UWDERVAY SINOCL COIGIISSIONING 4024hr 16m

(The total hours underway haé been adjusted for an error found
in the month of liarch).

LILDS SOUNDLD '
SIIP 1/100,00Q 4 - 1072.1 mlled
1/300,000 ~ 2569.9 miles
BOAT P e 60849 miles | .
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— FILE: u428/3/\10271

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
NAVY OFFICE \

LS__ Report of Proceedings )L 1971S

| QL/A(#T L

NOTES: A, This copy is circulated so that Board Members may see
these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

B. The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those commentse

C. Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.

D, If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be raised,

a suitable note being made aboves
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

TELEPHONE: 513800 HMAS FLINDERS
IN REPLY QuoTE T0/22/3 at Calxns
g’ 12th August, 1975

The Naval Officer Commanding
QUEENSLAND

For Information:

The ial Deputy
DEPAR T OF DEFENCE (NAVY OFFICE)

The Flag Officer Commanding
HoM, AUSTRALIAN FLEET

The Hydrographer
ROYAL AUSTRA NAVY,

{MAS FLINDERS « REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS « JULY 197°¢
Sir,
1e I have the honour to report the proceedings of
Her Majesty's Australian Ship FLINDERS for the month of
July 1975.
24 At the beginning of the month the ship was on
passage across the Coral Sea, bound Cairns,
Je Over the midday period Tuesday 1st, a search was

made for the reported shoal in position Latitude 14 05

gouth Longitude 155 51 Bast. 1No indication of a shoal

was found and as the heavy sea running hampered the

manoeuvring of the ship, the inveatigation was abandoned
| at 1400-

4 As the weather prognosis indicated a continuance
of the strong south easterly winds, it was considered that
the completion of the investigation of Shark Reef would be
hazardous, Course was adjusted to proceed directly to
Grafton Passage.

De By Thursday 3rd, however, the wind moderated,
Grafton Passage was entered at 1600. The ship anchored
in the lee of Fitzroy Island at 1740,

6o we at 0800, Friday 4th, the ship entered
mty Inlet and secured starboard side to NHo.2 Wharf at
(\9"*&)@ | - sl
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Te The annual refit commenced on lMonday Tth. The
pre-refit conference was held during the forenoon. The
date of slipping the ship was postponed from Tuesday 8th
until the 23rd.

| Se To allow dredging to be undertaken at the main
wharf, the ship was moved by tug to the Sugar Wharf at
1500, returning to No.1 Wharf at 1100 Thursday 10th,
As the date of slipping was again postponed, the ship
remained at this berth for the remainder of the month.

e The progress of the refit has been hampered by
an industrial dispute involving the Metal Trades.
10. Both main engines have been removed and the

replacement units positioned, As it was necessary to
strip the main engine units of their auxiliaries during
this process, work is still progressing in re-assembling

the engines.,

11. The slow progress of dockyard work in the engine
room has hindered the ship's staff maintenance programme.,

12. Lieutenant P.A, Hardy RAN left the ship Friday
4th for HMAS CRESWELL, ILieutenant M, McAuley RAN joined
from HMAS KUTTABUL on Friday 11th.

13 The health of the ship's company is good. Their
conduct and morale is satisfactory.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

(Jeds )
Lieut t=Commander RAN
Commandiing Officer

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO/74166
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This copy is circulated so that Board Members may see
these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments.

Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.

If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be raised,
a suitable note being made abovee
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HMAS FLINDERS
At Cairns.
70/22/3 5th September, 1975.
The Naval Officer Commanding,
QUEENSLAND,
Zox Information:

The Secretary, Department of Defence(NAVY).
The Flag Officer Commanding, HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET,
The Hydrographer, ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY,

sir,

I have the honour to report the proceedings of Her :
Majesty's Austrelian Ship FLINDERS for the month of August 1975.

2. The ship remained in Cairms undergoing annual refit.

3. The ship was berthed at No.1 Vharf until Wednesday 20th
when 1t was moved by tug during the afternoon @lack water to
alongside the Fitting Out Vharf adjacent to the North Queensland
Engineers and Agents slipway in Smiths Creek.

4. The ship was slipped at 2120 on Thurs 218t. The shi
remained on the slip way until the end of the‘:gnﬁ. p

5e The completion date of the refit was extended because of the
slow progress of dockyard work due to induldrial disputes.

6o The ships company have been accommodated ashore in the
International Hotel throughout the month. This period has been
used to grant long leave.

Te Helped by a spell of excellent weather, the remainder of
the ships have made good progress in preserving the
weatherdecks and in other ship's st maintenance areas.

8. The ships company attended a presentation by the Personnel
Liaison Team during the forenoon of Tuesday 5th. v 2

9. An investigation into the supply of stores to ships

En%argﬁ;é;gﬂr:tét in Tﬁue Ea:l.m:i afea was conducted by Captain
elie Lollelle 8 Team ailted the duri

afternoon of Tuesday S5th. - .

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG10/74166



10.

Ry

ixeellent progress has been made in finalizing the

documentation and records of the previous swvey. These will
be submitted to the Hydrographer early in Septei;er.

11.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

The conduct of the ships
Their morale is high,

I have the honour to be

siz,

Your obedient servant

Lieutenant Commander RAN
COL ING OFFICER

I'{ L
el s

company has remained good.
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NOTES: A., This copy is circulated so that Board Member§ may see
these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

B. The report will be given again to Board Members wiFh
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those commentse

C. Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.

D, If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or

reference to another Branch a new file should be rais
a suitable note being made aboves
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in Reply Quote 70/22/3 HMAS FLINDERS
At Caims.

5th mtﬁb0r| 1975,

The Navel Officer G'mdingr
QUEENSLAND. .

Fox Information: |
=7 The Speeial Deputy, Department of Defence(NAVY).
The Flag Officer Commanding, H.M. AUSTRALIAN FLEET,

The Hydrographer, ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY.

L] | L i AV 1 ¥ I 1 i : -
HMAS FLINDERS = REPORT OF PROCEEDIX

R SEPTE
e B B T Tprge—

a .
oiﬁ.i: g?BH:r "ﬂ:a:ﬁp

AL H
alu) e
e |

1 I have the honour to ort th
Australian Ship FLINDERS for fl:g lutheo ?03:;:
remained in thzrn, keeping zone time =10,

2+ A%t the beginning of the month
slip, undergoing nnumn:!'.G rnrit% LT 0 w1 NeeXoas

3. The ship was unslipped  on the night edne
of W
was moved by tug to No.1 Wharf, securing alongside :‘: 303?1 -

‘ﬁ; uradayPEEﬁ;m entered harbour and secured outboard at 0210 on

De The ships company moved back onboard on Mond ay B‘th;

6. This ships predecessor still be -
aring the name
ggt of l’eduuda; 17th. It was the ‘timi%mj me g;ﬂhth -

ships had been ad
were destroyed. Jacent and by comparison, meny fond nostalgic memories

Te Dockyard work progressed slow through .
ou
new main e es were jﬂﬂfr:térttd enlymuraday 1831:]:le ;::::'trigz

were conducted on Friday 19th. These indieated that the 24V control

system was wired ir
tg. £ollowing 'g .ifwm“l? and further trisle had to be conducted

Be Work continued on the davits and the steering. The steering

became rational 1
Golthm?into the :z' tg:ﬁ::f of the month but work on the davits

QLN ATl
('()l\ t-ll----l-i/’

4\%
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In Reply Quote
9e A comprehesive programme of evolutions and drills had had
to be postpon@® due to the interference it would have caused with
dockyard worke.
10. As the work-up week has disappeared with the adjustments

to the ships programme; full ortunity will o
ol h : opp ty e made of sea trials

1. The eonduct, morale and h ;
remained ood. ' ealth of the ship's company has

¥

I have the honour to be,

sir,

Your Obedient Servent
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FILE: 428/3/ 1|70

DEPARTIMENT OF DEFENCE
(NAVY OFFICE)
Report of Proceedings CTo RER | S

—_—

MAS LAINDERS

ASE ;fjsz@(” &

ﬁt :.:f Al L:LJJ MEM: FLinDERS Sl f»w

S

/ Car ns o A Y er dol a%‘”nft..rt. e

DGJOP 0 g¢WI¢J fuf)'— f&Wyv 771.4.;.._—»&- 74« ke Al A Cundg :? e  onfl
| et o Fo Carvng !3-1ty ocr : :

DoAls |

NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Board Members may see
these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

B. The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments.

Ce Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3% are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.

D. If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be raised,
a suitable note being made above,
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RESTRICTED

DEPARTMENT OF THEXNAMYX DEFENCE

reLepHoNe: 311611

N repLy quote B, 1=16=34

Naval Staff Office,
Edward Street,
Box 1416 G.P.O,

BRISBANE, 4001.
J & NOV 1975
Specisl Deputy (Navy Office)
Department of Defence,
CANBERRA, A.C.T. 2600,
NDERS = REPORT OF PROCEED —~ OCTOBER 1

The enclosures are forwarded in accordance with R.I.

.l.ppendix 29A,
/Mfﬂ/"‘f

mrid Nicholls)
C&ptain 0.B.E. R.AN.

NAVAL OFFICER COMMANDING
QUEENSIAND

@ Enclosures: Report of Proceedings (2 copies)

(& RESTRICTED
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70/22/3 "W R L DY) HMAS PLINDERS
At Sea.

31st October, 1975.

The Neval Officer Commanding,
QUEENSLAND.

Eor Information: i
The Speeial Deputy, Department of Defence (mﬂ)l/
The Flag Officer Commanding, HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET.

The Hydrographer, ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY.

it FLINDERS = REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS « OCTOBER 197°F

— i g

1. I have the honour to report the proceedings of Her Majesty'

:ﬂptmmm;%i Pi-hmmmf to; t}a s:;nth og October 1975. MQJ Ew ”
e enslan Area and t -

throughout the month. S TR .

2e The beginning of the month saw the elosi a‘ belat J
of the 1975 refit. Davit trials, together withngem ;ot:i:gfdly'
to-work procedures were continued in preparation for sea triszls.

3 The ship ¢ast off from No.1 Wharf Cairns for sea trials at
0908 Th 2nd. The main zurpue of the trial was to prove the
new main engines under load‘and the acceptabllity of dockyard work

conducted on the tor, steering, stabilizers and air conditioning.

%nm;:m:?&oih gav:; T;ohnio;ltf;‘ Loes was present, to assist in
engine rev

b 8 g b oy X, olu engine governor/propellor

4. The limited time available was used to conduct ship staff
sea acceptance trials of sonar, echo sounders, radar and ngmuniaation

equipment.

5e The ship returned to alongside No.1 Wharf o .

the defects that had become appa:snt durin; the triz.'.l.‘g:simnem::
decision was made to cancel the half day sea trial programmed for -
Pri 3rde These defects included = defective gyro compass unit,
a leak in the starboard main engine exhaust muffler and salt water
iﬁkﬁ :I.nnzhe gear box oil coolers. Numerous oil seals required

%%Q@-p .
Uﬂ . | vessvess/b
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‘. On Priday 3rd the defective gyro ¢ 8 was returned to
Garden Island . Ships staff and Dockyard labour began making
good the outstanding defeéts. The Refit Completion Meeting was

held during the afternoon.

Te The ship sailed for the survey ground at 0900 Saturday 4th.
Preparation for landing the shore camps was undertaken on passage.

8. As indicat the need to t compassionate leave
was ramiv&.u "ﬂm ship erted to Porgrauglu and landed the
sallor by boat at 1220. 2 return of the boat at 1240, the ship
resumed passage.

9e Arriving off Pife Island at 0630 Sunday 5th a party and
equipment were landed to establish a campsite and tide gauge
The ship proceeded to the north to Cape Sidmouth.

10. The weather had deteriorated to a force 5 guati.nﬁ force 6

south easterly. The lack of shelter avallable, coupled with the

unworked up ships amgany made it ent to abandon the plan to

establish Hifix Two at Cape Sidm that day. The ship proceeded

g: the north and began investigation of a reported 5 ratgu rock off
erraxrd Reef.

1% The Fife Island Party was recovered at 1830 and’the shi
p:ogg:geﬂ to an anchorage in the Flinders Island Group, mohoxzng
a £

12. Weighing at 0700 Monday 6th the ship procedded to Pipon Ialand;
Although the weather had worsened to force 6 gusting force g. the lee
afforded by Pipon Reef allowed the landing of the ﬁﬁx One Camp to

procced safely. Ieaving an erection ashore. th
to the Flinders Group. - P €, the ship returned

13. Anchoring in Owen Chennel at 1300 a camp and tide eo was
landed on Flinders Island. The ship weiched ot 1400, gog?ﬁring
the Pipon Islond erection p by 1;30, e ship proceceded to the
west, anchoring in the lee of Blackwood Islond » 1930, The
Flinders Islond party returned at 2000,

14. The wind had moderated by first ¥ on Tuesday 7th;
Weighing at 0600, the ship eeded to f Island on the western

side of Princess Charlotte With the ship st undex
Camp was landeda{;%w. H;

the e
ship ashore was complete at 1645 when
;:;uu:i orthward, esnchoring in the lee of Morris

camp was landed at 0730 Wednesday 8th. As the distance from
;ﬂig e:; lgw .m was over three miles ,the Hercules boats were g:mtea

Nz
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16. - - In anticipation that the Hifix chain would be rational
by 1600, the ship ceeded to the north and inshore of the ClLiff
d/Cepe Sidm Baseline. However by 1630 it was apparent

Islan
that the receiver at the site was unserviceable and the p returned

to the south to pick up the party.

17+ One Hercules swomped and overturned on crossing the offshore
bar. The crew were rescued the other boat; no personnel were
injured. The two important items of stores being transported , a
Hifix Receiver and a portable generating set were lashed to the boat

and were recovered when the boat was uprighted and towed to the
beachs Some personal items and consumeable stores were lost. Both

boats returned to the ship at 1845. Rehabilitation and preserving
of the demaged equipment was progressed overnight.

18. The ship remained at anchor off Cape Sidmouth mntil 1830
Thm 9th by when it was decided that the defect in the shore equipment
re further adjustment onboard .- As no radio contact had been

mede  with Pipon Island for three s the ship proceeded towards that

camp, anchoring in Fly Channel at midnight.

19. A party was landed on Flinders Island at 0730 Friday 10th
and the ship proceceded to Pipon Island. Repairs were effected to
the oquirent and recovering the Flinders party enroute, the ship

proceeded to CLiff Island, anchoring at 2030,

20, The defective equipment from the Cape Sidmouth site was

landed at Cliff Island and cheéked& against the Master Drive Unit.
A defective component was found in the Hifix transmitter unit.

21. Welghing at 1130 Saturday 11th, the ship proceeded to Fife
%:%?ug'zao e position of Iris Reef Buoy was checked in response to

224 l'o:l.?ua at 0700 Sunday 12th the shi ceeded to the
north to land the repaired Hifix equipment atpt!P Sidmouth. A
moderate fog had developed overnight. It proved 2 uni rience

t
to be navigat the Inner Route of the Barrier Reef b
restricted by’?’gg- e

23 Hifix was now operational but unfortunately the ship had
to return to Cairns to g:lleat the Survey Motor Boa. "

24 . In preparation for the trials on the modified hull form
of the Survey Motor Boat, a baseline was established scross Stokes
Bw' S‘ﬁ“lty IMI

25. The ship berthed starboard side to No.6 WVharf Cairns at
1300 Monday 13th., IMr. ®s Westhorpe from the Support Craft Section
of the Directorate of Naval Ship Design joined to conduct the boat
triels. Mr. A Vood of Garden and Doc joined to assist in
the rectification of the defects associated with the Hifix Chain.

-;’-;-.-./2-‘
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2;. ' The boat was not ready. As the berth had to be clear by
2200, the ship shifted ship to No.12 Vharf at 1800, Overnight

leave was granted.

27« With the contractors working overtime, the boat was
serviceable by 0830 Tues 14th. On completion of acceptance
trials and fitting the boat to the davits, the ship sailed at

1115,

22.9;3 Three buoy; ﬂ!:ere layed on a 11:& of bzaring on Clack Id#land

. e Surve rB "Deliverance™
gmrog WMA do'hoha to nonxun'g %riaig e The ahipO;ro::'gded
to Pipon Island to investigate and repair a power supply problem.

On completion the ship proceeded to repair = further power
problem at ClLiff Islm_d. "Deliverance" rejoined thepnh:l.p at 1900.

29. On Thursday 16th "Deliverance" conducted trisls in the
local area of Cliff Island until 1t wes hoisted. On the rectification
gl::; defect ashore, the ship weighed and proceecded towards Iizord

L ]

30. By 0630 Priday 17th the ship was in  position to the eastward
of Iigard Island inves tifating a reported ahoal? M. nathorpzm
was 1;&2;:11:: the airstrip at 0930, The ship then returned to the

31. Hifix was calibrated off Clack Islond at 1645. The ship

enchored eastward of Fife Island at 2230.
32. The ¢ Sidmouth site wes re-victualled on Saturday 18th.

Further calibration of the Hifix was carried out and th

e ech
bar checked. As an instability devel ed in‘the Pipon Iala;dﬂ'?nugﬁ?
pattern, the ship had to proceed to the site, anchoring at midnight.

33. Lea a party with "Deliverance" ¢
| 0 rectif
Island defeoz:n%ha Sship proceeded to Cliff Islond +o moﬁﬁnm :

camp on Sunday 19the The ship returned to the T
recovered the buoys and anchored. "’Delivem:e' gggﬂags]&a:d&r;a,

H.t _ 1700-
34. The weather deteriorated ove t
and b
weighed and procceded out of the lee He nindgratharoupun: %: :ihig

0
was blowing at force § gusting force 6 The shi
* and boat
up through Fairway Chennel into the outer reef. pﬂ!he bna‘% m:;:::d

in the lee of 2 reef at '
1 st o .a 1100 Monday 20th.e The ship then procedded

35. Berthing at 0600 Tues 218t Hla.rr' airn |
ship was fuelled and stored, dgor:al’::'H:;; gran'b;df .
36, At 1300 Vice Admiral H.D. STEVENSON, C.B.E. attended a

luncheon onboard.

37 Due to shippi 3 |
deloyed in sailing until 1100 Thupsdey pirs. °0U%s the ship wes

iiiiiiiiii
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38, Arriving off Pipon Island at 0600 Friday 24th, the comp
was re=victualleds The Flinders Island tide goauge was visited
and the shlp procceded to Cliff Island to re-victual there.

The ship anchored off Cape Sidmouth at 1940.

39. On ¢ etion of victualling the Cape Sidmouth on
Saturday 25th, the ship and boat proceeded sounding, anchoring
in the outer reef at 1700.

40. The site at Cliff Island developed further power ply
problems on Sunday 26th; neécessitating the return of the mp
to that site on Sunday 26th.

41. The ship re-entered the survey area by the Fairway Channel
on lMonday 27th. The ship and boat proceeded sounding.

42. Wind strength began rising overnight and by morning the
wind was gusting to force 7. The ship and boat ran for shelter
behind Hay Island. The boat was hoisted and the ship remained

at anchor for the remainder of the day.

43. As force 6-7 weather continued into Wednes 29th 1t was
thought that sea conditions in the outer reef woulddg unsuitabk
for surveying. The ship weighed and investigated shoals in the
area of Hannah Island. The severity of the winds played havoe
with the shore camps. ¥ents were torn and radio serials blown

dﬂ!ﬁi

44, The weather improved on Thursd Oth t proce
into the outer area sounding, anohoﬂngagt32330fm b e
45, The weather further improved on Fri 8t

the ship to olose%g approach the indicated dwog;- alﬂ:';e ship
returned to an anchorsge off Fife Island at 1845,

46, The health of the ships o is d

is high and their conduct has eanmnrymgoodfm .ma ggg':wm
:R:ﬂonood d the month has delayed the preparation of the

or of the ship for the annual i ection in Novem oweve
good progress has been made in the h:;ge Engineering Gm;rhznta. 3

I have the honour to We,
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FILE: 428/3/ 12317

e

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
(NAVY OFFICE

HMAS FLNWNDERS Report of Proceedings NOV (G
\ SB A=K [“1‘!1_,{'71"‘~
DNe” M{Lm r e el Fhew 8 R L"’" Luﬂf acfiwve s

bee  Barnier  Ref Adewey prwes. m_;47 Cais g
/M Sl K
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by el Aymegaller TN

DC

G?Zié/hf

NOTES: A, This copy is circulated so that Board Members may see
these reports soon after they reach Navy Office,

B. The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments.

C. Circulation lists\numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.

D, If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be raised,
a suitable note being made above,
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ua'r DEPARTMENT OF THbxhNAMx DEFENCE

TELEPHONE. 311611 Naval Staff Office

IN REPLY QUOTE B-1-16"34 Box 1212‘#2-&;?0'
BRISBANE. 4001.

2 3 DEC 1975
Special Deputy (Navy Office)
Department of Defence

CANBERRA. A.C.T. 2600.

HMAS FLINDERS - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - NOVEMBER 1975

9 The enclosures are forwarded in accordance with R.I. Appendix 29A.

2 A further explanation having regard to paragraph 25 of the report
is being sought.

(navid Nicho
Captain, 0.B.E. R.A.N.
NAVAL OFFICER COMMANDING
QUEENSLAND
K~ :
Enclosures: Report of Proceedings (2 copies).
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n g HMAS FLINDERS
In Reply Quote 70/22/3 At Cairns.

30th November, 1975.

The Naval Officer Commanding,
QUEENSLAND.

For 0 tion:

The Special Deputy,
Department of Defence(NAVY).

The Flag Officer Commanding,
HM AUSTRALIAN FLEET.

The Hydrographer,
ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY.

MAS FLINDERS -~ REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS = NOVEMBER 1975

Sir,

Te I hgve the honour to report the proceedings of Her
Majesty's Australian Ship FLINDERS, under my command, for the
month of November 1975, The ship remained in the Queensland
Operational Sub Area, keeping zone time -10. The Survey "Tijou
Reef to Lowry Passage'was continued. 3

2 As the magjor spring tides simce the equinox occurred
during the beginning of the month, the ships activities were
directed towards obtaining continuous tidal records at the
established stations.

e . A camp party was landed at Fife Island at 0600 Saturday
1sty The ship then weighed and proceeded to an anchorage off
Cape Sidmouthe The Hifix site ashore was re-victualled. The
Survey Motor Boat was lowered, the operational Hifix receiver
transferred to her and she was despatched sounding. The Fife
Island camp had been victualled in order to support her.

4o The ship weighed at 0940 and proceeded to the south,
anchoring off Cliff Island at 1400. The Hifix master site was
re~victualled. Weighing at 1500 the ship proceeded to the Flinmders
Igland Group. A camp party was landed at 1730. The ship remained
at anchor in Owen Channel overaighto.

:; ; o 1;'1 IG_I-I{/S
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In Reply Quote

Se Weighing at 0700 Sunday 2nd, course was set for Pipon
Island. The remaining Hifix Camp was re-victualled and the

ship returning through Fly Channel checked the results of the
Flinders Island Tide Pole party. These results were unsatisfact-
ory. Additional equipment and personnel were landed to rectify
the deficlencies ashore.

6o The ship then proceeded to the northward. At this stage,
out of the complement of 38, 15 were detached im surveying parties
ashore, and with one turned im for mediecal reasons onboard, the
ship seemed deserted. For these reasons no attempt was made to
establish the additional -tidal station at Cape Melville. The
E%}p gn@hored at Fife Island at 1700. The SMB returned alongside
a 1:7 O«

To After transferring the operational Hifix receiver to the
ship, ship and boat proceeded consort sounding on Monday 3rd. At
1500, to take advantage of the good weather being experienced, the
ship anchored and the boat continued, delineating reefs until 1800
when it was hoisteds The ship then weighed and continued sounding
overnighte.

8o The ship continued sounding unti]l midday Tuesday 4th when
the party at Fife Island was recovered. The Plinders Island party
was recovered at 1730. On completion of transfer of personnel at
Pipon Island at 1940, the ship proceeded to Cairms.

Qe The ship secured starboard side to No.2 berth Cairns at
1130 Wednesday 5the The ship was fueled, and stored, recreatiomal
leave was granted.

10. LIEUTENANT COMMANDER J.S. COMPTON RAN joined the ship
Thursday 8th for a period of sea traininge. The five new portable
HF radios were delivered.

11 As an item of urgently required stores was expected on the
mid day flight, the ship delayed sailing until 1300 Friday 7th.

12 Time was taken om passage to the survey ground to carry
out drills and evolutionse.

13. The ship arrived off Pipon Island at 0600 Saturday 8the.
The southern camps were visited and re-victualled. The new
radios were established ashore. A further calibration of the
Hifix was conducted off Cliff Island.

R The ship anchored off Fife Island at 1645. The shore
party was re-established. Anmother calibration of the Hifix
was undertaken and the SMB was lowered.

iilu Ao P -/1 5
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15 At 2340 the SMB went to the assistance of the yacht

"Billy Blue" that had ran aground on the Fife Island sand spit.
On towing the yacht off, the SMB secured alongside at 0030 Sunday

9the.

16 ° An observing party proceeded in the SMB to Heath Reef at
0600. The ship weighed and proceeded towards Cape Sidmouth. Hifix
was calibratedand the northern camp re-~victualled. The ship
procéeded sounding at 0845. The ship anchored at 1700 in the outer
reef.

17. The SMB proceeded sounding on the morning of Monday 10th.
The ClLiff Island site reported that their one remaining diesel
generator had failed and that they were running on the standby
petrol generator with only a limited amount of fuel. The ship
weighed, leaving the boat to continue sounding. Enroute to CLiff
Island, the Fife Island camp was provisioned to allow the boat to
stay overnight in that area. The ship anchored at 1900.

18. Replacement equipment was landed at Cliff Island at® 0600
Tuesday 11th. The site becoming fully operational, the ship weighed
at 0845. and returned to Fife Island, anchoring at 1130. ~ The boat's
crew was changed and the boat continued sounding until 1930.

19. The boat was despatched sounding at 0400 Wednesday 12th.
The ship weighed and proceeded to Lizard Island. LIEUTENANT
COMMANDER COMPTON was landed at 1530 and the ship returned to the
survey ground, anchoring at Pifé Island 0440 Thursday 13th. The
boat returned alongside at 0600.

20, With replacement crews, the boat continued sounding until
0030, Friday 14th. The ship recovered the personnel and equipment

from Fife Island.

21 The ship weighed and proceeded consort sounding with the
boat, anchoring in the outer reef at 2000.

22 The ship weighed at 0600 Saturday 15th. The boat was
despatched inshore to collect the tide gauge readings from Fife
Island. The ship recoveréd the reference buoys and completed
a small amount of sounding. The ship anc¢hored at 1130 off Cape
Sidmouth and the Hifix site was recovered.

23, On completion of hoisting’the boats the ship weighed at
1530 and proceeded to Pipon Island, anchoring at 2145.

24 . Working parties were landed at 0730 Sunday 16th and
recovery of the Pipon Island site proceeded. The ship weighed at
1030 and proceeded to the Flinders Island Group where the camp
situated there was recovered.

iiiiiiiiiii
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In Reply Quote
25¢ The ship arrived off CLiff Island at 1530 and the

remaining camp was recovered by 1800, It had become apparent
that the records of two linmes of sounding had been destroyed so
the ship proceeded to the northward again and anchored at Fife

Island at 2045.

26. On Monday 17th the ship re-established a tide gauge

at Fife Island, landed an observing party at Heath Recf and

anchored in the area of the missing soundings. The boat was then
conned by radar to complete the areas. The sounding being completed,
the ship weighed at 1500. The boat was hoisted and the shore
*p:rtieg recovered. The ship proceeded to Stanley Island, anchoring
at 2100.

27« Tuesday 13th was spent preparing for the annual inspection.
The weather which had been excellent began to deteriorate into a
south easter gusting to force 6.

28, The weather prevented any further work on the upper deck
on Wednesday 19th. The ship weighed at 1800 and proceeded to the
southward in a force 6 gusting force 7 south easter..

29 . Due to the weather a signal was sent amending the programme
for the Hydrographers inspection.
30, On Thursday 20th the boat was lowered at 1130 with the

ship lying in the lee close under Low Island. The ship escorted
the boat acroess to Port Douglas. The Hydrographer joimed the boat
inshore and embarked onboard at 1310.

L
3te . The ship returned to the lee of Low Islands, anchoring at
1340, Divisions and rounds were conducted. The ship weighed
at 1700, hoisted the boat and sea evolutioms were conducted. The
ship anchored =t Low Island at 1900.

32. Weighigg at 0530 Friday 21st the ship proceeded to Cairns,
securing starboard side to No.2 berth at 0900. Departmental
inspections were then commenced. On completion of the inspections,
recreational leave was granted.

335 A very successful car rally was conducted by the ships
company on Sunday 23rd. As this event proved so popular more will
be planned in the future.

34. The ship fueled on Monday 24th. The maintenance programme
commenced.

- A el r —_—— n 2z
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35, The leave period began on Priday 28th when the firs?
leave party proceeded.
36. The morale of the ships company is high and their coamduct

very good. The ships company under went dental examinations on
Monday 24the Their general health has been good.

I have the honour to be
oir,
Your obedient servant

e
o,

Lieutenant Commander RAN
COMMANDING OFFICER
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STEAMING APPENDIX

MILES STEAMED DURING MONTH

MILES STEAMED SINCE COMMISSIONING

HOURS UNDERWAY DURING MONTH
HOURS UNDERWAY SINCE COMMISSIONING

MILES SOUNDED(SHIP)
MILES SOUNDED(BOAT)

QLAY 44 1IN0 08N I T80 NT VNS,

2198.5
4879149

196hr 51m

4588hr 25m

49501
56905
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In Reply Quote 70 /22/3 Ifti:\g FLII;DERS

30th November, 1975.

The Neval Officer Commanding,
QUEENSLAID.

For Informations

The Speecial Deputy,
Department of Defence(lNAVY).

The Flag Officer Commanding,
HM AUSTRALIAN PLEET,

The Hydrographer,
ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY.,

MAS FLINDLRD e ORT OF PROCHEDINGS e INOVEMBIER {S

Sir,

1 I have the honour to report the proceedings- of Her
Majesty's Australian Ship FLINDERS, under my command, for the
month of November 1975. The ship remained in the Cueensland
Operational Sub Area, keeping zone time =10, The Survey "Tijou
Reef to Lowry Passage"was continued.

24 As the major spring tides since the egquinox occurred
during the beginning of the month, the ships activities were
directed towards obtaining continuous tidal records at the
established stationse.

K PO A camp party was landed at Fife Island at 0600 Saturday
18ty The ship then weighed and proceceded to an anchorage off
Cape Sidmouthe The Hifix site ashore was re-victualled. The
Survey Motor Boat was lowered, the operational Hifix receiver
transferred to her and she was despatched sounding. The Fife
Island camp had been victualled in order to support her.

4 o The ship weighed at 0940 and proceeded to the south,
anchoring off Cliff Island at 1400, _ The I:Fltia master site was
re=victualled. Weighing at 1500 the ship ponAEded to the Flinders
Island Group. A camp party wes landed at 1730. The ship remained
at anchor in Owen Channel overnighte.

% N 7
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In Reply Quote

Se Weizghing 2t 0700 Sunday 2nd, course was set for Pipon
Islande The remaining Hifix Camp was reewvictualled and the

ship returning through Fly Channel checked the results of the
Flinders Island Tide Pole party. These results were unsatisfacte
Oy e Additional equipment and personnel were landed to rectify
the deficlencies ashore.

Ge The ship then proceeded to the northwerd. At this stage,
out of  the complement of 38, 15 were detached in surveying parties
éhore, and with one turned in for medical reasons onboard, the
ship seemed deserted. Yor these reasons no attempt was made to
establish the additional tidal station at Cape Melville. The
ship anchored at Fife Island at 1T700. The SMB returned alongside

at 1730-

e '’ After transferring the operational Hifix receiver to the
ship; ship and boat procceded consort sounding on Monday 3rd.: At
1500, to take advantage of the good weather being experieneed, the
ship anchored and the boat continued, delineating reefs until 1800
when it zﬁs hoisteds The ship then weighed and continued sounding
overnighte.

Se The ship continued sounding until midday Tuesday 4th when
the party at Fife Island was recovered. ‘he Minders Island party
was recovered at 1730. On completion of transfer of personnel at
Pipon Island at 194Q, the ship procceded to Cairns.

Ve The ship secured starboard side to No.2 berth: Cairns at
1130 Wednesday 5th. The ship was fueled, and stored, recreatiomal
leave was granted.

10. LISUTENANT COMMANDER J.S. COMPTON RAN joined the ship
Thursday 8th for a period of sea traiming. The five new portable
HF:radios were delivered.

11. As an item of urgently required stores was expected on the
mid day flight, the ship delayed sailing until 1300 Friday Tth.

12. Time was talten on passage to the survey ground to carry
out drills and evolutions.

13. The ship arrived off Pipon Island at 0600 Saturday 8th.
The southern camps were visited and reevictualled. The new
radios were established ashore. A further cali¥ration of the
Hifix was conducted off ClLiff Island.

14, The ship anchored off FMife Island at 1645. The shore
party was re=estsblished. Another cslibration of the Hifix
was undertaken and the SMB was lowered.

-------../15
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In Reply Quote

15. At 2340 the SIB went to the assictance of the yacht
"Billy Blue" that had ran aground on the Fife Island sand spit.
On towing the yacht off, the SMB secured alongside at 0030 Sunday
9th.

164 An observing party proceeded in the 3MB to Heath Reef at
0600, The ship weighed and proceeded towards Cape Sidmouthe Hifix
was calibratedand the northern camp re-victualled. The ship
procéeded sounding at 0845. The ship anchored at 1700 in the outer
reef.

17. The SMB proceeded sounding on the morning of lMonday 10th.

i The Cliff Island site reported that thelr one remaining diesel
generator had failed =nd that they were running on the standby
petrol generator with only a limited amount of fuel. The ship
weighed, leaving the boat to continue sounding. Enroute to ClLLff
Island, the Fife Island camp was provisioned to allow the boat to
stay overnight in that ares. The ship anchored at 1900.

18. Replacement equipment was landed at Cliff Island at 0600
Tuesday 11th. The site becoming fully operational, the ship weighed
at 0845 and returned to FMife Island, anchoring at 1130. The boat's
crew was chanced and the boat continued sounding until 1930.

19. The boat was despatched sounding at O Wednesday 12th.
The ship weighed and proceeded to Iizard Island,  LIEUTENANT
COMMANDER COMPTON was 2anded at 1530 and the ship returned to the
survey ground, anchoring at Pife Island 0440 Thursday 13th.e The
boat returned alongside at 0600.

20 - #With replacement crews, the boat continued sounding until
0030, Friday 14th. The ship recovered the personnel and equipment
from Pife Island.

la - The ship weighed and procecded consort sounding with the
boat, anchoring in the outer reef at 2000,

224 The ship weighed at 0600 Saturday 15the The boat was
despatched inshore to collect the tide gauge readings from Fife
Island. The ship recovered the reference buoys and completed
a small amount of sounding. The ship anchored at 1130 off Cape
Sidmouth and the Hifix site was recovered.

23 Cn completion of hoisting  the boats the ship weighed at
1530 and proceeded to Pipon Island, anchoring at 2145.
24. Working parties were landed at 0730 Sunday 16th and

recovery of the Pipon Island site proceeded. The ship weiczhed at
1030 and proceeded to the Flinders Island Group where the camp
situated there was recovered.

ll’lllll.lllfzs
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In Reply Quote

25 The ghip arrived off Cliff Island at 1530 z2nd the
remaining camp was recovered by 1800. It had become apparent
that the records of two lines of sounding hed been destroyed so
the ship proceeded to the northward asgain and anchored ot Pife
Island at 2045,

26, On Nonday 17th the ship re-established a tide gauge
at Fife Island, landed an observing party at Heath Re-f and
anchored in the area of the missing soundings. The boat was then -
conned by radar to complete the area, The sounding being completed,
the ship weighed at 1500. The boat was hoisted and the shore

= par;ieg recovered., “he ship proceeded to Stanley Island, anchoring
at 2100.

27« Tuesday 18th was spent preparing for the annual inspection.
The weather which had been excellent began to deteriorate into a
south easter gusting to force 6.

28 The weather prevented any further work on the upper deck
on Wednesday 19th. [The ship weighed at 1800 and proceeded to the
southward in a force 6 gusting force 7 south easter.

29, Due to the weather a signal was sent amending the programme
for the Hydrographers inspection.
30. On Thursday 20th the boat was lowered at 1130 with the

ship lying in the lce close under Low Island. The ship escorted
the boat across to Port Douglas. The Hydrographer joined the boat
inshore and embarked onboard at 1310.

31 The ship returned to the lee of Low Islands, anﬁhnrigg at
1340. -Divisions and rounds were conducted. The ship weigh

at 1700, hoisted the boat and sea evolutiomns were conducted. The
ship anchored at Low Island a2t 1900.

32. Weighigg at 0530 Friday 21st the ship proceeded to Cairns,
seeuring starboard side to Nosl .exrth at 0900. Departmental :
inspections were then commenced. On completion of the inspections,
recrrefitional leave was granted.

33. A very successful car rally wes conducted by the ships
company on Sunday 23rd. As this event proved so popular more will
be planned in the future.

34. The ship fueled on Mondey 24th. The maintensnce progzramme
commencede.

ll.lﬂlllilil-l/35

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT10/74166



In Reply Quote

35 The leave period begen on Friday 28th when the firs?y
leave party proceeded.
36. The morsle of the ships company is high and their conduct

very good. The ships company under went dental éxeminations on
lMonday 24the Their general health has been good.

I have the honour to be
Sir,
Your obedient servant
Qﬁ )
Lieutenant Commandexr RAN
COMMANDING OFFICER
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G APPENDIX

MILES STGAMED DURING MONTH 2188.5
MILES STEAMED SINCE COMMISSIONING 48791.9
HOURS UNDERWAY DURING MONTH 196hr 51m
HOURS UNDERWAY SINCE COMMISSIONING 4588hr 25m
MILES SOUNDED(SHIP) 49541
MILES SOUNDED(BOAT) 56945
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FILE: 428/3/ 1279

DEPARTIMENT OF DEFENCHE
(NAVY OFFICE)

Report of Proceedings

F
:DER;

-

A5 27 /f
-jyurff a“*w{ he /h&miﬁ %f*ﬂha : FJ oot mrg Flrnders
TP B CARIANS uu,.m /-.«...7 At 1P

lhﬁfé PG Dol - aske. ' ARBRn o ek ) 67 LF Gt
C?‘ﬁ/'i Cenjrren on 2o e . |

T %

NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Board Members may see
these reports soon after they reach Navy Office.

B. The report will be given again to Board Members with
Director's comments if there is any matter of special
interest in those comments.

Ce Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Branches.

D. If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be raised,
a suitable note being made above,
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DEPARTMENT OF
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TELEPHONE: 311 611
Q Naval Staff Office
IN REPLY QUOTE B¢1-16—34 ‘Edward Street
Q%K Box 1416 G.P.0.
BRISBANE. 4001.
12 JAN 1978
Special Deputy (Navy Office) e o .
Department of Defence : !;*:jj{:ngii] ¢
CANBERRA. 4.C.T. 2600, pepmles. :

For information:

Flag Officer Commanding
H.M. AUSTRALIAN FLEET.

HMAS FLINDERS - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - DECEMBER 1975

1. The enclosures are forwarded in accordance with R.I. Appendix 29A.

2 The Commanding Officer's attention has been d:r:am to AFGO 0820.b.
Annex B in particular NBCD and emergency procedures.

—_-.—---"""-'-—-
(David Nicholls)

Captain OBE RAN

NAVAL OFFICER COMMANDING
QUEENSIAND

A . Enclosures: Report of Proceedings (2 copies).

A
@)
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70/22/3 HMAS FLINDERS
At Cairnse.

31st December, 1975.

The Naval Officer Commanding,
QUEENSLAND.

The Special Deputy, Department of Defence(NAVY).
The Flag Officer Commanding, HM AUSTRALIAN FLELT,
The Hydrographer, ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY,

HMAS FLINDERS « REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS « DECEMBER 1C

Sir,

1. I have the honour to report the proceedings of Her Majesty's
Australian Ship FLINDERS for the month of December 1975. The ship
was under the commend ' of LIEUTENANT COMMANDER Je.Je DOYLE RAN until

0800 on 20th December, 1975 from which time command was assumed by

myself, Al times reported are zone time «10.

2o The ship spent the month in Cairns undergoing self and
assisted maintenance in preparation for the next survey season in

- the Mackay Area, scheduled to commence on 12th January, 1976.
Assistance from Garden Island Dockyard was provided to rectify the
long standing defect in Alpine Precision Ranging Attachment (PRA),
to the Type 829 Radar and to assist in setting to work the Hifix
in the two range mode, while the ship's company continued the self
maintenance programme and undertook support for the Tropical Trials
unit at Innisfail between 2nd and 5th December, 1975.

e To assist in setting the Hifix to work, an Hifix site was
established in the secure arez of the Portan Barracks, the loecal

Army Esteblishment.

Ca Final setting to work of the PRA was undertaken on lMonday

8th December when the transponders were landed and the unit

calibrated against tellurometers. The final adjustment of Hifix

was being hindered by re-radiation of the master signal from the

ship by the sheds on the wharf adjacent to the ship's berth. To
overcome this the ship proceeded to Sea at 0900 Thursday 11th December
to conduct trials on Hifix, the repaired gyro and the deep echo
sounder, returning alongside at 1425 having successfully completed

all trials and berthing port side to at No. 1 berth.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO0/74166



ole

b - In order to allow full checking out of the Survey lotor

Boat, "Deliverance", the ship was cast off and reseecured starboard

side to No.1 berth duri the forﬂnﬂgF of 31st December. Thus

guab%igﬁlthe boat to be 1owered and hoisted at will as necessary
or TXx Be

6o With the exéeption of the two ton deck crane (HMAS FPLINDERS
DDZ/OWU 190433Z NOV 75) the materisl state of the ship is good,

all spaces reflecting the recent annual inspection. It is expected
that the deck crane will be operational by the scheduled ssiling

date of 12th Janmary, 1976.

Te The morale of the <hip's Company is high and conduct
continues to be very good. General health remains good.

I hsve the honour to be
Sir,

L Your obedient servant

1N

COMPTON)
Lieutenant Commander RAN

COMMANDING OFFICER
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MILES STBAMED DURING THE MONTH
MILBES STEAMED SINCE COMMISSIONING

HOURS UNDERWAY DURING THE MONTH
HOURS UNDERWAY SINCE COMMISSIONING

MILES SOUNDED DURING THE MONTH

4540
4883649

Ehr O5m
4594hr 30m
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