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NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Heads of Division

may see these reports soon after they reach Navy
Office,.

The report will be given méalﬂ to Heads of Divisgion
with Director's cuumen* 1f there is any matter of
speclal interest in those comments.

Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3% are referred to

Directors and Heads of Section.

1T any matter requires cowunren: na ive treatment or
reference to another jrf“c“ a new file should be
railsed, a suitable note being hade above,
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The Naval Ofpiocr Commanding,
ITORTH AUSTRALITIA AREA

o - o il b e - - A —p st il 1 - e W g ey iy gl ey iy e g

AL

1 have the honour to report the proceedings of HMA bHhip under
my command Ior the quarter ended 315t March 1

L

General

(S S —

C o After a slow start tf - iu January, the Vet Etme n develope
2 fte low st [ ar , the We on developed
during February and was well established b Ilaxrch, Record rainfalls
have been prﬁrluﬂcmﬂ, and at the end of the period under report over 1

metre of rain had fallew in MMorch, making it the wettest month on record.

23 The discomforts suffered by most Darwin residents during the
Vet Season have no less affected the occupants of naval married quarters,
but caravan dwellers 1in 3artiﬁulgﬁ have experienced considerable
discomfort and inconvenience, and the pervading damp has brought a high
inclidence of minor 1llnetﬂﬁﬁ. I continue to be consta ntly impres

wilith the Gpirlu of optimism and adaptability with which most of these
naval families approach the problems of a makeshift lifestyle under
tropical conditions,

4 The Darwin mains power supply system has continued to stagger
from crisls to0 crisis during the quarter, with power failures or-
load-shedding pE?iﬂdg of various durations an almost daily event, The
COONAWARRA COIMMCENTRE emergency diesel generator has, however, operated
most efficlently, providing alternative power supplies for essential
services on every occasion of maing power failure. Department of
Construction has carried out major waint@naﬂce on the emergency machine
since my last report, and further improvement vork is scheduled.
Frequent use of emergency wruur;u“aw,zﬁﬂur“ at COONAVARRA, Shoal Bay, and
"TjQ_Tuﬂa led to increased diesel fuel ¢éonsumption during the period, now
approximating 3,000 gallons per month,

D e Industrial action connected with proposals to reduce tropical
leave and travel entitlements of nvb 'c servants also led to ﬂlﬁruptlmn
of mains power supplies in January, the most drastic effect being a

total power outage of ap“ﬂOV1ﬂﬂLPlg 17 hours during a 24 hour strike

on f/5 January . On this occosion a gwitching inalt prevented provision
0f emergency ﬂqulieu to domestcic and administretive aréas in COONAVARRA,
but continuity of operational activities was maintained,

¥ On 9th and 10th March 1 represented ou, Sir, on a briefing
and liaison visit to Groote Eylandt and &ave. -The party, comprising
representatives of the Difence Services, Police, Customs: and the
ﬂdﬂ;ﬂl trator of the Northern Territery, Mr J.A. England, travelled by
RAAF Caribou aircraft and stayed ﬁfernlght in Thulunbuy. Jighlights

R
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of the programme included tours of the GELCO
on Groote Iylandt, and bauxite mining and al
at Gove, as well as landscape restoration ef
Social engapgements are included in Annex B,

b

1l
1r
24

canese mining _Uzulmu,ciuh;
a production by NABALCO
s at each location,

umin
forts

T The brief wisit ixﬁlﬁﬁrﬂj:*txi H.,M. The Queen ond H.il,II, The
Duke of Edinburgh on 26th March required only minor effort by COONAVARR
but was much enjoyed by the 20 frﬁﬁa who actéd as door—openers
stewards at vorious sStops Ey the royal partye. The officers,

other dependents who were privileged to attend the arrival

q |

the RAAF Base also apprecisted the opportunity extended to

in obtalning LWMle psychologice nl services when _

investigation of welfare nnd cdministra tﬁﬂwf functions, uvﬁ“‘-“ the Army
Reserve officer who formerly performed this work for the tThi services
in Darwin is no longer cvailable, The only procticing Psy ‘: ’ﬂ;ﬂt to
whom cases con now be referred works ot the Community Hospital, and
cannot cope with her existing workload, A simllarly heavy 1 ’u?ilmad in
the hospital secretarial services section imposes lengthy ﬂclaw' on the
production of reports, adding t:}' > overall problem, Since all three
Delence Services are uﬁ_hrcuq ffm'_q v m_L cbed their combined
requirements might well JuﬁtWI the LY t of a Joint Sexrvices
Psychologist in Darwin on a *

8. Difficulty has been experie ccd during
g

25 I commend toO ”DU,'EiT, the particularly valuable efforts of
the rﬁphf Base R.DO, Cﬂzaplaln, Iﬁrbﬂer B, Gallachor in providing welfare
assistance and pastoral visiting TO nava cgidents of all faiths, as
well as regular R.C, scrvices m-‘ h he conducts in my offlice each
sunday, Tla interest, advice and port are widely appreciated,

L0
Cd

105 I am conscious of a need for improvementd and
conduct of CP50 functions 1in the C”Tﬂﬂﬁﬂ, and of demand for
such services as the spread of suburbat 11“1“: | "amilies develops.
AT prﬂuewt these dutlies arc cal T v a 5 al
senior sailors and Vrans as a .r'; to t “1r pr-wury
better service could be provid with the establishment
CPS0 organisation. Provision of a suitable encumbent to the 011 et of
CI/RJTR(MAB) now allowed in the C fjiffjikA complement for CF uﬂ’wJUbﬂtu” would
enable progress to be made.

et
T
D

:
.

= b
L'J () }|

Hyhd b
g:u

11, The service environment in Darwin is particularly suitable

for Joint Service management of actlivities cO mmon to the three services,
and the feasibility of setting up a Joint Service management organisation
for housing, furniture, removals, soclal ﬁeldeu, and other u_}O—tmpe
functions would be worthy of uﬂrlﬂﬁﬂ investigation,

Works, Property and Houslng

TR M T — [T S S R———— - _l_l.-dﬂ.__.i_*.n-"\.-r"—- el o s el

7 The removal of heavy debris at COONAYVARRA Tast has been delayed
b; the effects of the Vet Season, but is programmed by Department of
Unﬂtruchap to take place in April,

14, The Hump*y Doo ﬂruﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬂlﬂﬁ Station project is progressing
satisfactorily. The mfthl“““Ld andover of the Guard House was
postponed due to faults in concrete work, requiring complete demolition
of walls and rebuilﬂing. Pouring of concrete in the main walls oI the

g e
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g procecdin: 5 }llhaﬂﬁi he
mmand WEEO, who has developed a good
SUPEervisor.,
a : N (T . ¥ [ - el
ication of cyclone damage ¢ b Shoal
-1 = i 4 [P . i "-e—~ . | - .-*'—I i T i i = F Y s W = % ™)
is continulng. All main building cond generator

-

have been stopped, but re-roofing ol tanks rhpkﬁﬂ,JfHQQSULﬂulJi

1% The initial z”“'fHV' W sufficient to refurbish
only ;14 01« the ¢ maxrxy d qaaltc mentioned in paragraph 19 of the

last quarterly port, b ause of a larger need for repair and
replacement of rutpjﬂ@l walls, doors and P rds than had

estimated, The completed work was insnecte 7 *Pﬁrc Gnt”tivcﬂ of

the Darwin Reconstruction Commission, Department of ruction and the
Command Housing Officer, and assessed ok

¥ 65 ' VVork orders are currently being raised to cover a further 30
houses, and Department of Construction has received authority from the
Darwin Reconstruction Commission, to programme all naval married
quarters, including three currently used as wardroom accommodation, for
mvurall maintenance

Tl - Distribution of furniture to marrx juarters is almos
complete, and orders have been placed for furniture utfit a further
7 COONAVARRA houses to be reconstructed in 1¢ and 20 suburban
dwellings to be made avallable by che JCTvﬂr*im;ft of the Northern

l'|.'

Territory., nese atter units are among Oover 500 completed homes,
D)

T

occupation of which are held up by a dispute with the Electrical Irades
Union, in support of an eﬂtlELCﬂ‘ub t@ priority housing for day labour
staffl,

18, The replacement built in furniture in the top floor of tThe
Junior Sailors Accommodation Block is now complete, and with Tl
provision of some better items of occasional furniture, ] AXe
close to their pre- 1975 standard.

19, The Senior WRANS Block hot water ETV“tLu remains unavailable

for use, the current de a3 being attributed t0 non-delivery of a header

tkdﬂi. Wilet Season tran rt and procurement ]ﬁrJ.JL&;F' are apparentily
mpounded by a lack of ility among the works authorities crﬁuﬁCJﬁled GO

wﬂgperly coordinate their ef *s A contract for the work has been let,

to procecd immediately on receipt of the tank, and meanwhile a temporary

electrical heater unit has been 11T to one shower in the building.

20 , Road and footpath repairs ha cen carried out within -
COONAVARRA, street lighting has LL(L' alled at COONAVARRA Eﬂﬂt,

and ?Cﬂwl““ are now in progress to -damaged street lighting 1n
ﬂldduu Valley Estate,
2%, An on=going campaign to keep the Stuart Highway between
Hidden Vfu]Aqg-: tate and the Vinnellie boundary of COONAUVARRA clear of
drink cans-and other roadside rubbish, by daily Duty Vatch skirmishing

checks, has received favourable comment in a NT News reader's letter.

lllﬂ/"llli"

i
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REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

quép
DCKS

CNS

o4/
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NOTES :

1hls copy is circulated so that Heads of Division
may see these reports soon after they reach
Navy Office,

The report will be given again to Heads of
Division with Director's comments if there is
any matter of special interest in those comments.

Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred
vo. . lareciors and Heads of Seétion.

If any matter requires comprehensive treatment
Oor relerence to another Branch a new file should
be raised, a suitable note being made above.
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l‘ﬁﬁL’S COONAWARRA
P -L‘JT olt e 1 3 g
DARWIN  N,T. 5791

3rd October 1977

laval Officer Commanding,
H AUSTRALIA AREA

e D
T\.TOR

I have the honour to reyort tl.e »roceedinss cor A
Ship under my command for the guarter ended 30th Sepiewer 1977

i

General

o Outstanding Dry Season weather conditions have preval.
throughout the pmrlad under report, with low hamldlty no
gsignificant rainfall and pleas antly cool evenings. mhlS has b~
moet beneficial to the' comfort and welli-being of COONAVARRA
permonn91 and families, as well as promotlng the impetus of
reconstruction and other works activitles.

3, The visits to Darwin of HMAS STUﬂRT 15-18 JUL),
RSQ ENDURANCE ( 30AUG-3 SEP) and HMAS MORESBY (ZO0SEDX--30CT,
pruvlued welcome opportunities for social contact and sportiag’
activities, and were enjoyed by sailors and Wrens of al.l. ranks.

During the pericd 18-21JUL the Flag Officer Commandir.:
: Australia Area, RADM J. Davidson, conducted = walk-wround =

|
MAS COONAWARRA and other RAN assets in the Derwin ares oan heheal?t
S TR,

AT =
.I'TI - T

ompanied by CMDR X, Grahamn, FOCEA inspected divi,iiura
u~.h“,i&i on 19JUL, and visited the Humpty Don Transmi‘+iag
ton site on 20th July as well as becoming closely acquail'e.
”jhh all other FJ?} interests in the area, presenu and future.
Py JCayvourable toae of his subsequent report x»cile~ts the
pregress in rEuDﬂEtTuﬁtiDﬁ and rehavilitation projecss 3hi~h acs
taken place in tae past year.

E, On 17th and 18th August I accompanied representatives ¢
the otaer services and ﬂmvernnent instrumentalities on a briefi.r -
tour by RAAI Dakota aircraft %o Newry Station,Hall's Creek,
Broome (overnight s%op), Cape cheque,'ﬂltchell Plateaun and
Kalumourn deation.

6 On 21st and 22nd September LCDR H.W,  Barrett acwved ar
RAN representative on a similar tour to Jabiru, Numbuiwer. Groo~-=.
Eylandt, Gova, Elcho Island, Milingimbi ﬂndjﬁaningri&a. Trig e
the 1uut briefing tour of tba current serise until after T
forthcomning vwet Season.

dreratina “Dragone Tooth II"', the removal wmnpd der-J)Ictic:

utc#c nf une . r.oced ordnence f1f¢ £olAT.6 eren To tha Sousdh ol
AVARRA WEST -b” &5 20Mbiiisw Jc;u'i} A L1y tear under A 1y COMmualv -
PTUuEGdﬁd smul.fﬁutorlay durins the gquarter, and is "W i@ 1'%

cacond Hhas2. On 22tr Auguet a fire brole out 1n ths isrge t,n'

=

r1¢,* nonged equirps o7 usel in the ”pﬂfat* on, and astaovng ;t .

aP’ v atterded by COUNATARRA Quty wateh and volunte~rs %
felriec was tota ly rcc"rmr*r’* end much =quiv ent irn the 54as]

Lockers therein (mainly safetv *IJy*ﬂJJ45, JULTares ecaay

adjacant hirel caravan wo.e aise svesrflicla.ly damagea.

Rive bricade lugyestirssos roported The 2u.9 01 W@ .73
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sjc..taneous combustion resulting from a pile of 0ld rags p.ace
or. top of an open bag of iime, within a locker adjacent to <The
canvas wall, No Navy-owned equlpment was luvﬂlved

Se The visit of Captain B.D. MacLeod, DWRANS, from 2410

to 26th August proved very beneficial 1n dl%CHESlDF conzerning

the employment of Wrans in Darwin and other related matters, a.c

for DWRANS herself to become acquainted with the current situnt.on
as an aid to future planning. The opportunity for Wrans of il

ranks to meet and talk with the Director was also appreciated o

many e

9 The visit of ROS ““DURﬂmgh, the first Singaporc naval
vessel to visit nu&trﬂlla, from 30th August to 3rd Septembexr, v-=
a signal success., An excellent reception onboard was attend=d y
a hogt of Darwin notables, a busy and varied social and sportin,.
nrogramme was enthusiastically supported by all concerned, and -
C_ﬁq* Wah society in particular contributed to the flood of
hﬁ*jltﬂLlﬁy extended by the local populace.. Many- friendships
were formed between crew members and Darwin people, and The " aiyp
at times foupd difficulty in meeting all the social invitations
extended., The excellent bearing, behaviour and friendly attit. ie
of the ENDURANCE ships company was widely aCCldlﬂﬁﬂ.

A large team led by Captain A.R. Cummins, DHMP aad

officers representing several other Navy Office

visited Darwin during the period 8th to 10%h

F % In the interest of economy all were

d in COOITAWARRA, utilising two spare 'bede in the

: <jandard wardroom cottage, and unoccupisd cabins in

Eﬁulﬂr Wrans accomnodation block, Present a2and anticipsted
manpower rroblems were quite fthoroughly investigated, and
discussicn resulted in Ships Officers gaining a more detal.:-C
appreciaticu of the general manpower difficultiss facing the
service at this time, as well as p“GVldlng opporsunity for the
vigsitors %o update thelr r emote impressions of the function- of
RAY gctivities in Darwin bj practical experience, Brie’'irgs
and consultations with members of DGNPS staff were also valuab.
and provided a better understanding of "both sides of fthe couir
in relation to such matters as the Group Rent Scheme and Ration=
and Quarters system. The advice and assistence of offi“ers
representing other interes t8 in Navy Office was also beneflc _
and it is considered the total visit was particulaxly wox”_vﬂj-;
in providing to personnel in a remote establishment a xale
oprortunity for direct discussion with a wide reprresentation of
Nevy Cffice diracumratcs, as well as promoting an 1nsignt
persoanel aspects to aid planniang of future projects.

There were many official visitors to Darwin during ..
. including a number of senior officers and public serve:
incluaded at Annex A, but not necessarily discussed in -
Thig redorv,

From 10th 3Sevtempcr unti! the end of the quarter 1
nLed you, Sir, as NOCNA, duriang your absence c: duty
The following nrragrafﬂs relate to thot duvy.

On 21st September 1 attended the Official Ohunlng vi %tre
~lon CL.'FhP Sexond Legislative Assgcoibly;, 2nd heaid
2y The “umlniahrﬁﬁﬁ“ of the Noxther: Lferritory; Mr .

-

;L*tlm Gy and -..h- Minister of the Noxrtnern Territory, ir L
r"l'*'a'* mann ,

/-

i
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Y, On 26th September I proceeded to Croker Island Dy
RAAF Dakota aircraft, thence in HMAS ADROIT to Raffles Bay for

® 4 ceremony commemorating the landing there 150 years previous.y
of the 39%th Regiment of Foot (The Dorsets) to establish Foxrt
Wellington. A .commenorative Cairn was unvelled by the Seniou
Judge of the Northern Terxritory, Mr Justice ¥Yorster. 223 1o
addition to His Honour the o ficial party comprised myself,

.C, RAAF Darwin, C.,0. 7 Mildist and Mrs Smith, Haj. Gen. d.

Whitelaw, Brigadier and Mrs Palmer, the President, Secretary
and other officials of the N.T. Historical Societye. Pipes,-
drums and bugle were provided by the Caledo .ia Highland Band,
and a guard of one officer plus six sailors by ADROIT. 2
surprising number of spectators was somehow present, and the
event was recorded for Darwin televislon, Overall organisatvlio.
including a barbecue luncheon, was in the hands of the NeTs
Historical Society, but much preparation was carried out by an
Army advance party, and joint service co-operation was
pre--requisite to the success of the occaslon. Because of a radio
failure in HMAS ASSATL, then 1in Gove, it had become necessary %o
sail ADROIT at short notice to meet the RAN commitment, allowa.
her only 8 hours in harbour after an eventful VWest Coast patrol
pericd., The spirit and willingness with which her ship's
company approached this rather less-than-exciting sask was in ©he
best service tradition .

S On 30th September my wife and I attendei a ceremony ab
the Darwin RSL club, where  the Administrator ol the Northezn
19 Mr J.A. Bagland, unveiled a commemorative piague to
of Foot, presented by the Australian Artillery
. NT Branch, and set in the wall of honour outsidc t'=
his occasion a guarter quard was provided by 7 Militax
DigtricTi A reception in the club followed the cfficial

cevemony.
L

Tor case of reference operational matters during my
ting as NOCNA have been omitted from thie report, mat
ed in your own report for the quarter.

dousing

= -
I

Works, Property an

[(WE SR - B L L pe TR e

Vlo The aim, mentioned in paragraph 22 of my last report,

of having all married accompanied personnel under a permanent 1roof
prior to the onset of the forthcoming Wet Season, is rapicly comi.:
to fruition, No navel families are now officially accommodatecd

in caravans, and all core-units will be returned to tThe :
Denartment of the Northern Territory by the end of this month,

Tron Hovember 1977 the disposition of naval housing will be as
follows:

55 houses in Hidden Valley Estate anéd COONAWARRA
West, with a further 15 under constructicnj

-0 Department of the MNorthera Territeory suiun.an
houses mainly in the Northern subuarps:

9

and 1 demountable unit i Darwin

19 demoutable tnite in HMidden Velley Bsiaie =ad
L/.i..u .é-f--‘l ..Lﬂ".'t}\..u.':..ti . B.E‘ -:.: &

A
.Ilrf
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18, Withdrawal of a local coatractor has brought work &n
refurbishing existing navy houses %0 a-standstill. It is
anderatood a new contract is being let, Ior work to recomnence
about the middle of October,

19. Slow progress in the provision of new furnliture Ior
married quarters coantinues to give cause for concern, To enatle
the most recent batch of DNT houses to bde occuplied 1t was
necessary to borrow 30 sets of second-hand furniture from BHTﬂ
providing a shabbdy resu 5, and occasioning double handling aad

increased transport costs.

20, The refurbishing of Building 31 %o accommodate 22 :
junior sailors is almos® compieted and the new part of the blo~x
¢hould be available for occupation Dy mid=October,

Construction at Humpty Doo has proceeded well durwiag

he guarter, and 1T 1S expected the April 1978 forecast ‘ :
dover date for the nmain Pransmitting Station building wil! te

| T
]

i
=
=

e
et Arrangements for the physical security of the premises
a++-er handover are being developed.

Cyelone proofing of the Naval Headouarters building &~
alcevah has been all but completed, and interial reiurblaeil .2
ow being arranged.

The COONAARRA Commcentre project is also progressilgy
saftilv, che main effort at present being the expansion of the
 stipne Power Station to accommodate the additional generator

WATLING represented NAVCOMMSTA DARWIN at ‘he
‘nar held at HMAS XUTTABUL ca 28th Jw..v "9

| senipar repor
-aTluahle discussion aad exchange of ideas concerning communicar. .

rvyonnlema Wwas
i -

| ke b ek el LN "-—-:h'h::l

- A
pre Was

»
T™TMIABRT TS Y -
L f,, ) ke L

ond August 1977 the monthly stocktake of the Seni” o |
eyvealed a Aiscrepancy of $432,52 in stock aru
Police assistance was redquested, and an invesvig "7 on
SR P cut by SGT S.J. OLIVER, P62050. His repoxr* indicatec
1 4 Jo58 was due to thoft by person or persons uuknown, and
iohiightaed areas of loose zontrol in the "houwour system" .f

R L:.f‘_ s ‘,. n i i '.t:"lx-. . . - ! : . = e A = S [ Bl sy :
J.il.‘-_\.f.l.".. e Pl Ll ! iy L.L:r..L:-_a.l irl.ﬂl -E..-'GEF . . .LOTC'I-..-: " -LS L'lr ﬁ{ﬁ‘ Lll.t +: " ﬂ_i & 'n'\"_]n

=

mar is now attended &l 2ll open times, as a watchbili cormitme -t |
1

involving «ll full members of She mess. ;

< La 0 DR Re ul~"ke (A/DFSR(Y;) visited the establichmeny
10=12%th Angast 1977 for discussions with ths Supply uvificer oa the
oneration of conteens and non-public Tonds, i afviee ard

L s, ol B! Nr -

e S = i
asSglstance was aprprellat’de
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284 The rental lease on the building occupied as 1llo 7

= Naval Store in Winnellie having expired, problems are belng
experienced by the Department of Administrative Services in
re-negotiating a new lease. The owner is asking for a rentas
approximately double current market value, and unless this can
be rcduced by negotiation it appears likely the Naval Store wi’ll
have to be re-sited in another building in the same area, within
the next six months,

294 On 1st July 1977 a Regional Finance Office was establisned
in Darwin. This has markedly increased the work locad cf tccounts
Office and Naval‘'Stores staff  as accounts for locai purc.ase,
numbering some 2,000 annually, which were previously prepared br
Taval Staff Office, must now be processed by COONALARRA,

2L

I T L

Couvse at HMAS PENGUIN 19th « 23rd Septembe

urity Officer Qualifying
: g 1"3}77.

31 A Command Test for Promotion was convened on 18%th July
to tost - sailor and Wran candidates for promotion to Chief ettty

R T e N

Officer, Petty Officer and Leading Rank, Part 1 qualifications
were avarded to 13 sailors and 13 Wrans, and Part 2 qualificaiicus

X i I . | - 1 “ef -[w-.:r =
e 10O Gallore ang 9 Wrats,

" further Command Test for Promotion was convened at

for 2 candidates for promotion to Leading Seaman from
nd both were succegsfiul,

. candidstcs attempted and passed Part 3 of the
Tor Promotion to LSROEW, during the visit to Darwin

iﬂ J L j,T@T w

2 COONAVARRA veams participated in a large number of
spcvling fixtures during the guarter, playing practically every
form of sport locally available, As well as interdepartmental
contests, opposing teams came from' Army,N.T. Police, Fire Brigele,
Customs, NLAT, Commonwealth Police, Air Traffic Controllers,

LA K !
} M WTELN . N R S -

RS5 Ena 1,-.11'5‘;‘[;&5! YMCA and HMAS STUAER {T-

The Interservice Sports series ended on 28th September
was won overall by RAAF, with 9 events to Army/Navy Te
jas a particularly enjoyable series for competitors and

at0rs, Results of individual events are at Annex C,

and

e

nduct and Morale

e it s e

conduct of the Ships Company has continued to bhe

The health of persovanel and families has been most
satisfactory, aided by sood weather conditions,

38. hips Compe.ly moraie appears high, but there is an
increasing iuclde of marital failure and family problemns whicl

I T S e o N .-L LJ.?--

is thought to be meinly due t6 soclal conditicns and the "free -r1
l‘rli/h::i

o N o '!'"'?l . i B
easy" Tenor

A AN W VEMD 107,
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< 39 COONAWARRA living—in officers are unhappy with their

aocommodation in fibro houses, which must Dbe regarded as
sub-standard, and visiting members of the Personnel Liaiscn Team
failed to convince those concerned that the payment of full R & C
charges is justified 1n he circumstances. The provisiol Ol &
new Wardroom has been deleted from the Major New Works programic
for yet another year, and the prospect of improved accommodation

+o come has therefore been removed as an incentive to stoiclsesm,

I have the honour to Uue,

=

-

L =2 3

(

\

1 4o A - i r'I' TT
Commander, RAN

~AATERT AT TV NEPRTORE
CONRMAN DING Uk r1ULn

ey il b L e R—————— T

Visits
Sotiial
Interservice Sports Results.,
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Annex A

VISITS

Visitor/s and Purpose

g il iy “—Lﬂﬂr—‘l_q"\--ﬁ sk .l e

MLMR TT i ':r 'qﬂ- nrT
WWillesil lilgdlelie sf wlb

Fixed Vetwork Reconfigura
P, STioonr Jorking Group, Techuical
T AT TTT :‘.r-1£ T

h W
'}'L sl AP I N LY 1;1 i D _'j-}.{.lng ?E‘Lr—tb" ] L D“.ﬁlu L.L_r '- -'":L
AT o« R. THORNTON SUTLVeV .

""‘I
LN J
.‘H"*_'"}

'- -i |L|-
RADM J . DAVIDSON ) TFOCEA walk round I
R 2 I L3 o - L vy -|._ ] ‘_
VDR X GRAHAM in Darwin on behall

g ») 1

- L T'l - Sgte o PR
1) g

_], J _._._*. -.,_J'g_,.l.‘u.,-'rg- _—

hoal Bay.

CMDR C. X, CALLINS COMAUSMINPABFOR ~ Acgualnd
i , 2amminidd
visit to NAVCCOMVMSTA DARWIN

" - § o s '“'u_l_ -[_"'|__“ -4 - ” -
Mr G. BLAKREROS EC B -~ briefing on *
Fenae facilitlies 1n bLaitwl]

L= W =k

- s , L] g
TODR WMoY naration - I
TR Peo NGO AT T LoN

-.-L-D.-'I—- Al L L

rork study

Physical security survey of
RAN assess in Darwin area

0 gnﬂﬂl ﬁay
CMDR ., ULARKE sions and guldance on
business and
Uuat_n“ procedures
DNCD - CﬁﬂﬂFﬂLGcniDn%
- 5
218

b W T = ]

= -‘:‘lU. l I._.r;n.ﬁ.; 1 u o B
acLEOD DI/RANS annual visd

CTTMTITIN S DNMP
WANFNANE LR S0 VLA

- accompanied by 87
officers and e_ﬂﬂrff:TF'u
personnel = acqualnd
to RAN f&Clﬁit1?3 in

MeDONALD) Sﬂl‘f} and CAS
\
/

ROVLAIID £0 Defeice este

Darwl Lol

DCGS - wvisldt TO Tﬂﬁ}jiﬂlhgflﬂa
related naval establishrmonis,
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L e SEREL T o S T

Even
HJ UL 'i; wifﬁ and I attended the annual Darwin Legs

where 1 was ve F;ivf: the 34dd

Y L e -

T ~ e N o =y 0 AFA S MITLA I MTTTYT
"‘“’ QL ““la:"“-'--rl 5 S § ' JL._IJ..?LJ.[-_?"_J l \ LJ.._._-L § "*--"J.n-_.,..-l L
TTVTTVT T

HWELL, invih m 1uﬁeh ocnboaxrd.,

My wife and I en .1l the. LA for Stua
Cabinet Ee:“er or Re »eces and PJHJﬂ¢ﬂﬁ¢
Marshall Perron and Mres & on to lunch.

e sl

My wife and e ited tD dinner at Admiraltly
House, to welcome RADM J Da son and CMDR X,
Graham on rOUL. alk round 1*Slt to Darwin.

My wife and 1 ani . . buffet dinner in

r CAMDR Oral -

Wardroom c¢o €l rt= ADM Davicson, CMDR Grahom anc
ry Committee on Territor .’

mhraxtvﬂﬂ Oifificers
CGS .
My v*l.u—:- an nd I j3oined the Wardrsom ina buffet diunner
uﬂ entértai Blakers, DEPSEC B and CMDR R.

Clarke o

My wife anc¢ I gave a dinner party at home ©O
welcome CAPT B,D. MacLeod, DWRANS to Dinner.

- = il 1 L. AT
Lal cuests 2t the RAASA

=

_.JF' E l ] I."“-"

were
Officers lizse Annua

fic
51

- - H e & _::.r‘ = Ly [ il - - = i ] = h ~ L e | ® e A
My wife and 1 were invited to a Cocktail Yarty

1y

nboard B3 ENDURANCE,
onpocara i Ny u.....*ﬁ

My wife anc L a nded a recepticn at overnment
liouse, to meet H,EB. The Governor-General and ..ady

and 1 wexe invited by the Mayor of Damvlr
“c¢ﬂrﬂjcfﬂ in Jer Honour's parlour to farwwe.

T

Irs Dadswell

~

5 T at+d ~ o 12, D S
wife and I attended @ annual VViC)
'--..-I- I..- = R 1 T.,.?-.ul" L] "
a0 Government House

Tnteri

b

- T - - 2 || - L i, P iy . ¥
v wife and 1 atvtend 'Cepuic ; ren

- & Bl ¥ —
L ﬂ:l-l .-'L..- J s li:.t:j-_: L

O 11{.,1. Ve

1 athtended luncheon atwt
i 3100 SRS and
Wwiite ~2ndg 1l were inviwn

§ N r";_ l.l"l.-.
:'___. / ..-‘-...-'-'Lr_:'w-i
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My wife and I attended the annual COONAWARRA Ships

the Darwin Sailing Club.

and 1 were W”UltEd to a barbecue at the hom
Gglmanaer 7 HILDIST and %fs omith, to meet
Thitelaw, BRIG Palmer and lirs Palme

Iy ception at Larrakeyah Officax
mewﬂ %O GEN. MWt aw, BRIG Falmer and Mre
L C.-L-.LT'].E f a

1

t douse
1and,

Jw wife & were invited to dinner at Governmen
1dma trator, Mr J.A. Zngland and Mrs bng

My wife and I attended a reception ot Darwin RSL CLut
following the ceremonial unveiling of a plaque to
cgm_emmrwte the 150th Anniversary of the arrival of the
3Gth Reg't of Foot (The Dorsets) in the N,T.

iy wife and I were invited to dinner onboard IMAS
MORESBY by the Commanding Officer, CNDR J.J., DOYLE,

RCOIGTO74229
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Aymy /Navy defeated
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RAAF won the 1977 Tntersgrvjhe
Sports 9 evenis ¢O ArLy/Lavy
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Department of Defence

File Number

l‘

L ' 729 ¥

DETAILS OF INFORMATION
ANALYSIS

Security Classification

P su T
_A &S7 O

*NOTE: Please print all entries clearly.

REGISTRATION

Mark to ... _ﬁ ( A/.)

(Name or Designation) ; : (Location)

Cancel File NO v -ssseeeeesemenee- @NA iNform mMovements Section.

SUBJECT INDEX

Posting Precis Initials

NAME INDEX

Heading Precis Initials

o
Corer

LOGGING
Originator Initials

NAw%  Hed? §uadie A

A

Information Classifier

(Signature)
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i of the fifteen new houses being counstrucied in
COONAVARLL ha now been handed over and :llua:tﬂd, and constiruction
of the remainder has been started, The new nouses are exceptionally
well finished, substantially up t0o scales and standards, and
equipped with v“evlmaﬂl" ordered new furniture which 1s more at
and Difmn;b"r quality than in the past. The fortunate initial

\J
]
- e S ntatol ot Vol Wl 1 g i = 1 s o Bl = ~
tenants hav th;;qmed great satlislaction,

tractive

ﬁ LY aa = 2 3 -, vk all P h L all= e w FET g ey 1- -1 ‘_i

> u Building reconstruction was completed on schedule, and
18|
i

The new .upper f£lioor Ls how occupied by 22 juniox sullnr@‘ These
single CE bins are commodious, h_iauL and cqul pped with new fur“ﬁﬁdr

L
'F|.I'" i

k_d 8 spacious recrecation room is provided on the zround floor, A
> car parking arca has been set aside between Building 31 and
accomnmodation vlocks, to consolidate car parking in the area.
This significant improvement in their accommodation standards is
appreciliated by the junlior sailors

10. lefu ~.r5~ " the oldér houses has recommenced under a
new caatt? & | ing well IR +1vee housees used as

u.l [ . L]
wardrodmn cococmnmedation a . S and Wi TS NOT 1Y MTrOaoTreas n0Or
' Lk e . i T e LR I T B C ; P - N '....' H x._: - 4 e I P 'JD_L_ s PR (oY v L_'D ' Ltk AWV LR ¢ ) LA LA

Tthem, Meanwhi le l@*rlf of Llﬁgrﬂ are being temp@rarl;y
accommodated a _ in the Senior VYrans Block,

g 13 99 All except one of the original uninhabitable married
“Jarfa huve been remaved bf tﬂ“ buyers, and slte clearance

"I-L - - by i P . i v I—-\.\_lr

- 4 : [ i ! b 1 = . - B ! {
hy i y - " '. LT R - - bt e .-| "-.. " b L ..a' -] sl R ol il 5t e X _ld ——— L_ LA, T T - r - b 1 T

fardraum Lufng a0re evpoaed to tne main highway than previously, and
a progranme of landsce pe improvement lﬂclud;ng better out-door

facilities 1is planned, A combination of block-walls and planting
of trees and shrubbery should be quite effective, and combined with
the cosmetlc 1£pLovemcntﬂ t0 buildings now under way, should provide

better officer accommodation pending provision of a new Vardroom,

124 Construction of tThe cyclone-proof cuter skin to the
COONAVARRA Conmcentre main building 1is praceedlng very wcll, and
because tThe communication oqulgmenﬁ will not be fitted it i1is intended
that this building be used as the main COONAWARRA cyclmne shelter for
he next Two cvclmn seasons, thus avoiding transferring fanilies by
| Bay when a cyclone threatens.

The IMleet Communications Officer, LCDR 1. ﬁf@ﬂﬁigﬁ&f*h,
visited NAVCOMIISTA DARVIN znd was given a conducted tour of all
ses =ions on 27th October. Valuable discussion of fleet support
: Mnications problems took place,

14 . EUT B.,P. Beckwith relieved ILCDR D.E. Hiron as D/OIC
HNJ”U HMSTA DARVIN and Command Communications Officer to NOCNA
1 ! tu..l. ] ")‘-.?:1’. r_-,]q-lf .I('jrr?.

Cockburn relieved Major V. Hughes
on on 2nd November 1977.
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resolved by the owner ruﬂwuluﬁ *ff ren mand to an acceptabl

- : :

inxzch should enable *we store tc remain in the present 7@ﬁ1+lﬁn

- e
- | !

new Naval Stores Complex is constructed in COONAWVARRA,

sue centvre at Shoal Bay, although approved on
: g Lot vet heen bkugbllﬁlad because an increase in
Lrvtl Thmrua Gﬂﬂggﬁﬂﬁf: proposed on 15th February 1977 has not vet
peen achieved, T present ﬂu“DLG“&_ﬁ cannot cope with an hdcl+10 al
commitment, but the issuc centre can be established immedistel+w. °
manpower 13 available, as gpace dud racking have al¥eady been procured.

= ".'F""'c‘r"""L ) s b [T s L s
OrS. LEUT - P, lazier of HMAS ATBATROSS visited the

ik _.l__-|_'-u

from 31st Octmb&L to 1st November to discuss spares
ihe two Tracker airceraft which were recently deployed

1',?*:’:1:*1.;11’1,

19. Mr W, Bailey NSO(L), Mr R, Ferrari ANSO(CS) and Iir I,
Hampton DNSO(W) were present during the same period for discussion of
problems beinrs encounter Wlth stores suppnrt

'“r;l nin

H-r.-.-... - e it il e

20 o A Commend Test for ‘TUmJLlDﬂ was convened on 31st October to
vest sallor and Wran candidates for promotion to CPO, PO and Leading
Rank ., Part 1 qualifications were awarded to 16 sailors and 5 Vrans,
and Part 2 qualifications to 13 sailors and 4 VWrans,

ale A Command Test Part 3 was conducted at short notice on

:ad liovember, for ABROs in HMA Ships BARBETTE and BARRICADE, BARBETTE's
sallor pas ﬁed the test, but due to time limitation the other sailor

could not complete ﬁud arrangements have been made for his paper to be
worked onboard, and returned for markingz.

rorts

ur-h-.

-

Wrans have been particul: L:_"ljf active in sport during the
veriod under report, having played ! hockey, softball and water polo
against teams from HMA Ships ipciLY, HUHﬂELY, PERTH and BARBETTEH,
wianing all contests except one,.

< iln the N.T, Vomens! 'B! Basketball competition the
“Warriors" Vrans team, despite severa injuries, were runners up
only two points dn an execiting final game

24 4 rourteen Wrans are ploying in the Wet Seascn YVomens Soccer
Competition, a 10 game scason de lgﬂﬂﬂ basically to keep top women's
sides together and fi Nine of these gjrls form a new team,

coached by Two sailors and euphemistically titled "Tom's Ang JE

25 - kiens teams have cumpc%ed Larly in water pmla, cricket,
softball, veliey ball zand Australian es, against service and

civilian teams,
lii/4
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I have the honour to be,
Sh

Your Ohedient Servant
LT o

; fi‘~ya§ﬂa(5?g
(H,A. JOSEPHS) /
Commander, RAN
COMMANDING OFFICER
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE (NAVY OFFICE)
File: 428/3/2S
HMAS Al e E: " REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
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DGLOG-NA/ 15/
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A. This copy is circulated so that Heads of Division
may see these reports soon after they reach
Navy Office.

The report will be given again to Heads of Division
with Director's comments if there is any matter of
special interest in those comments.

Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Section.

If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or
reference to another Branch a new file should be
ralsed, a suitable note being made above.
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HMAS COCNAWARRA - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS
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FOR PERIOD 25 NOVEMBER- 31 DECEMBER, 1977
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HMAS COOIIAYWARRA
PALE. Y 1S
DARVIN N.T. 5791
9th January 197

iavael Officer Commanding
ORTH AUSTRALIA AREA

olr,

I have the honour Jo report the proceedings of H,l.A, Ship
under my command for the iod 25th November 1977 o 315t December
1977.

MEFLfal

L T assumed command of HMAS COOITAWARRA on 25t%th llovember 1977
and my wredecessor COMIALIDER H.A, JOSEPHS, departed from Darwin the
same d 1

apparent onset of the wet in mid-Ddecember the
3 1o o & ae/he* Yuar thldﬁv period saw a return to the hot znd very
ﬁjzld CDHdltlDﬂu characteristic of the change of seasons, Although
unpleasant, this has had the advantage of allowing many outdoor
functions not often possible during the festive season.

4 The arrival of the third Tracker aircraft and the
subsequent increase of flecetv air arm activity has given rise to a
much greater visible Naval presence in the area, so much so that the
locse 1u, in addition to referring to HMAS LARRAKEYAH are now talking
about RAINAS Darwin. The e xtra work load on the Naval Htores
organisation seems to have been assimilated without any major
problems.

By 4 From Wednesday 7th December until Sunday 11th December,
I representeg.you, Sir, as LOCIA during yqur absence in >ydney.,
Routine ﬁurvuy;ﬁﬂcg tagks continued du#lng the period and no events

of signliicance occurred,

6. An exercise designecd to test thce cyclone coatlngency

plans was conducted on Vednesday 14th December. Particular emphasis
was laid on Communications and the proving of the watchbill as well

as briefing key personnel, come minor déficiencies in the plans were
rcvealed 2nd these are now being rcmedied,

T a From VVednesday i4th )ﬂceﬂber 1977 to Tuesday 20th December

J-u-r...'.-.—l_l

1977 Chief Officer M,C,’ CIHALMERS g loaned from the staff of the
lag Officer bDﬂﬂuﬂquU, mAST ATLL;LLIA ARLA, to carry out a
ormanding Officerts investigation, the results of which have been

OTrWs arded sepérately,

ey =

ada
..-~1
"L-"'
-y
1

During her vi it Chief Officer Chalmé¥s took the opportunity
much Df the Establishment and meet as many o0f the Vrans as
her time for this was however, very limited.

e
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‘The reccent gpate of arrivals of refugee craft from Vietnam
casedy However, the workload of the patrol balt“ and conseque ently
Gunéral Base suypport, Storcs organisation and Engineering Staff
note

Works and Property

106 i‘he apparent start to the wet resulted in the usual slow
down of outdoor construction. this has been aggravated by the
festive season,

o Some 600 plus assorted trees have been acquired and
planting will commence in the first week of the New Year, 1t 1is
intended to plant a grove of irees separating the Stuart ! 1ghway
from the Xstablishment. This should result, in the 10ng term, of a
riotlceable decrease in the noise and dust thrmwn up by the traffic
and improve the privacy in messes close to the highway,

% Site clearance, and restoration on the sites of the old
married quartcrs is at a standstill, ~slthough the buyers of the
nouses have stated they will honour their contracts the old cement
bages and piles remain a blot on the landscape.

”ﬂ“ﬂu cation

.._.|.1.

G Proposals to reduce the hours of operation of the COONAWARRA

M50 are being actively pursued, cubject to a minor modification to
the Adninistration chch alarm system this will result in a
complement reduction of 2 . 3RO,

e e

supply and Secretariat

14 4 The complement increase of 1 LSSN to man the lTaval Stores

igsue centre at Shoal Day, and mentioned in paragraph 17 of my last

raport has now been approvecd, The body 1is eagerly awaited as

tra 0?% difficulties boioween 7 Store and Shoal Bay during the wet
*qson exacerbate an already unsatisfactory stores situation,

Lraining

15 o command tests were held during the period under report,
Technical

16, Ixtensions and cyclone-proofing of the Epncrgency Diesel
cenerator shed is progressing. -Construction work has necegsitated
lsolation of the existing diesel, emergency power being provided by
a8 portable zgenerating set provided by Department of Construction.
The emergency diesel from Coonawarra East has been placed in the
extended generator shed awaiting connection of services.

17 « Upgrading of power reticulation in COONAVARRA has
comaienced with the construction of a new sub-station.

oport

18 Most sportinz competitions in Darwin go into recess
2rly in December, howcver ;~COONAVARRA -sailors and Vrans
uartlcipated in those SpDrtﬂiWhlGh continued.

o Es o
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194 COONAVARRA ¢ontinues its strong support of local
welfare Drrahluutlwhu. Curing the period under report the followlng
agsistance was provided:

Two hundred dollars and four cartons of foodstuff were
collected for the wpensioners appeal, These were
presented to IR R SPILLETT (President ¥.T. Senior
Citizens i;uJPlutlrd) on 15th December 1877 on the
occagion of the ﬁ.ﬂ. cenior Citizens Chrigstmas
function. 2ix mcmbers of the Ships Company attended

!--hJ

tiie function, “ﬂd helped with the festivities,

Twenty one aﬁ’ﬂ nensioners were entertained to a film
afternoon in CX OONAVARRA Senior Ranks Club on 12th
December 1977

Twenty pensioners were invited to share Christmas
lunch with COOIAYVARRA residents. Ten being invited
to nrivate homes whilst the remaindér joined the

Senior sailors in their dining hall,

presented > "Guide-Dogs for the Blind Association”
with a cheque for $1,000, This figure being raised
from'a wumber of functions and from the club "3lind
Dog", ~ the balance of about $150 being donated from
Club funds,

On 14th Decen ber 1977 the Junior Sailors Club
-:_!--E

Childrens Christmas Party

._
...__“_J._-._.I-_.d. S — (LTI TS e - -

yr

F
3

Father Christnas attended to the desires of 114 children
; the Christmas Party helﬂ*na Lrldﬁ“ 16th Decembexr 1977, The
RAAY Darwin Childrens Train, a magician and a liperal supply of ice
crean, sweets and drinks @;JU“;d a good time for all participants.
In addition, in “OOiithi; tradition, residents of COOI@M_MLQ VWiest
and Hidden Valley kstate were wmuenud at 0630 by Father Christmas
and a team of elves makin 1z the Christmas morning mellv ery by fire

& LJ.;‘:_-:IJ_ e -

Conduct and liorale
2la There have becen Ttwo relatively serious offences during
the period under report, both were committed by persons with a
previous bad disciplinary record, The general behaviour of the
chips Company is good and the morale is high,.

The zeneral health of the Ships Company is good,

L

I have the honour to be,
{"1’ L
Q.:LI',

VYour Obedient Jerv nt,
P :
L ﬂ/

.,.l".

- r"'/ o _.-"‘"f e
(J ;.-I-J .[{ ::--‘-_H -I:' .-J. )
Cemmander, RAl
COLMANDING OFFICER

”*.F—_.—h.-.— e e sl o owe b
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AR5 Department of Defence
(1975)

File Number

& P 2 204

DETAILS OF INFORMATION
ANALYSIS

Security Classification

/r/é:_f 7'!(:?

*NOTE: Please print all entries clearly.

REGISTRATION

s ssssEs SESS sttt s e e el S s = e

(Name or Designation) (Location)

Cancel Flla NO ... a0 s i e i i e ety pos s R S R and inform Movements Section.

Close File No

Cross reference this file with:

SUBJECT INDEX

Posting Initials

NAME INDEX

Heading Precis Initials

LOGGING
Originator

"V 4

Initials

(Signature)
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