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(HoM.AsS, "FREMANTLE's" F.55/954 dated 9th December, 1953)

/ 14 DEG 1953
\( I'he Secretary, %/ :
H{ ' Naval Board, 31401

MELBOURNE ,
REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - NOVEMBER, 195 3.

Submitted for the information of the Naval Boarde.

Rl

NAVAL OFFICER IN CHARGE,
-z WEST AUSTRALIAN AREA,

Naval Staff Office,
FREMANTLE, W,A.
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F 55/954 H.M.A.S "FREMANTLE",
& at Fremantles
Sth n“.‘“llg“ﬁ

I have the henour to report the proceedings of Her
Majesty's Australian Ship under my command for the menth of
November 1953,

2. Departure was made for the lonte Bello Islands
on the 3rd of the month, A call was made at Carnarven for oll
fuel., The ship anchored off Onslow on the morning of the 7the
The first party of scientists arrived that afternoon and the
remainder on the following daye Owing to the jetty at Onslow
;;Iil'tg wnder repair the seientific equipment was brought off by
-]

3, Passage was made to the Monte Bello Islands on
the Sunday nighte The ships arrived off the islands at first
light on the lMomday morninge The clocks had been advanced two
hours so as to make the most of daylight., Although certalin buoys
and navigational marks were missing little difficulty was exper-
ienced in negotiating the southern entrancs to the lagoon. The
weather was perfect which made the shallow patches easily dise-
ernable, the tide at the time was lowe When the ship had secured
to No 2 buoy in the Bunsen Channel an all-out effort was made to
disembark stores and equipment, taking full advantage of the fine
weather, The equipment was landed and camp set up on shore by sum
sete

4. A thorough search was carried out by parties from
"KARANGI" and "FREMAN TLE" for a 45' launch in the Hermite Trot
area without successe

50 On completion of scientific investigations camp
was struck on Saturday the l4th.

6o Departure was made from the lagoon on the Sunday
morning and the ship anchored off Barrow Island that afternoons
On arrival 'Plym's' motor boat, which had proceeded ahead of the
ship, took a party inshore to look for specimens ef wild 1ife
for ;ho University of Western Australias Unfortunately luck was
not with thems The lack of success was due to the shortage of
time available (there had been no opportunity to reconncitre),
the thickness of the sorub and the faot that the small Wallabi
: type animals observed appeared fleeter of foot fthan those which
had been observed on Garden and the Wallabi Islands. When the
party returned Mr Campbell of C.S.I.R.0 transferred %o "KARANGI"
m&uuu the motor boat, Both ships then proceeded indepen=
dentlye

7o During the time spent in the Monte Bello area the
co-operation and help offered and given by "KARANGI" was of a
very high orders

8, Three of the secientists disembarked at Onslow, ome
at Carnarven and the remaining three (Drs Loutit and Scott~
Russell and Captain Saxby) at Fremantle,
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( Commanding Officer H.M.A.S "FREMANTLE'S" F 55/954 of
9th December 1953)

9 The Part II Seamanship Training of GThe Hargraves
entry was continued in Cockburn Sound on Monday the 23rds On the
Wednesday, during officers' ship handling exersises in Careening
Cove & berthing wire fouled the starboard screws Pivers from
"KARANGI" worked herd to clear thls only to dlsecover that the
studs and auts on the collar whisk retains tha "A" bracket bush
had shearsde Training was yesumed cn the following Saturday,

Sunday and Menday on the port engine. This 1s poszible one of
the few ocecasions on which an inwsrd turaing serew is advantageouse

10+ There has been no opportunity for organised sport
during the month except swimminge

1le The health of the ship's company is goode
18, Morale is high having boen suctained by am
inspection and the cruise to the Monte Bello Islandse Prior to

these events a falling off in interest and enthusiasm was most
noticeables

13 No whales have been sighted close eno for thelr
direction of travel to have been determineds This was f
haupered by rough seas in the areas where they were cosns

14, The valve adjustments on the main engires referred
to in my last report of proceedings have had 1ittle offect on the

fuel consuuptione

I have the honour %e ba,
3ir,

Your Obedient Servant,

£ o Kanse

Lieutenant~Commandare Royal Navys
in oommand.

The Naval Officer-in-Charges
West_Australain Arsea.

Enclosures:= Appendix 'A' Statistical Data,
Appendix 'B' Training Report.

e 1 W
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REPORT_OF PROCEEDINGS = NOVEMBER 1953,

( Appendix 'A' to the Commanding Officer H.M.A.S "FREMAX TLE'S"
P 55/954 dated $th December 1953)

---H------Hﬂﬁ-q_----u--------ﬂ--

SIATISTICAL DATA,
Distanee steamed during the month 2106
Distance steamed sinee commlssioning L6452
Hours under way during the menth 209~22mins
Eours under way since commlssloning 1880
Average distance per ton of oil fuel 1l miles
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(Appendix 'B' to Commanding Officer H.M.A,S "FREMANTLE'S"
F 55/954 dated 9th December 1953)

------"-——--ﬂ--------ﬂ_-ﬂﬂ----ﬂﬂ-

TRAINING REFORL,

Part I1 seamanship training was completed for the second
elass of Hargraves seamen trainses on the bth Decsmbere The
general standard of the class was highe

2. The Recrult Stokers, who completed Jhelr tralning at
the same time, were far bet.er behaved and showed more ilnterest
than when they were last on boards It 1s strongly recamuendedy
however, that the number en board for seagoing technical
tralning at any one time be reduced unless there i3 no objection
to thelr working part of ship at this stage ol thelir traininge
It is submitted Shat chls part of ship time could better be spent
undergoing wore technical training en shoree Desirable though 1%
may be for the Stokers to spend six weeks at sea I suggest that
the most that an 0.M.S can cope with efficiently for this type
of training at any ons time 1s twelves
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- resso—dom 21906/1/48 E C E | V ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

I.. REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

N056/ 4 1 6 NOV AM - 1] -

W 58

NAVY REGISTFY ;_[ N b/
(H.M.A.S. "FREVANTIE's" F/55/864 dated 2nd November, 1953) |
The Secretary, 12 NOV 19535 ‘/
Naval Board, 2:4”9

LMELBOURNE,
| REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - ©CTODBER. 1

Submitted for the information of the Naval Board,

oL

NAVAL OFFICER IN CHARGE,
WEST AUSTRALIAN AREA,

Naval Staff Office,
F'REL‘I.AN'I‘LE: W.Ar
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F/65/864 HoMoAo 3™ FREMANILE ".
at Fremantle .
2nd ﬂﬁ'ﬂﬁh.l‘. 19569 .

Sir, o

I have the honour to report the proceedings of
Her Valesty's Australian Ship under my comwand for the month
of Uctober, 1953.

2e On the first of the month departure was mede
from the Abrolhos Islands. The ship arrived in Fpremantle the
next day.

9« Departure was made for Shark Bay on Thursday
the 8th. The ship arrived in Turtle Bay on the 10th where she
remalned until Monday the 12th, departure then being made for
Carnarvon, arriving on the same day.

| 4. The Kaval Officer in Charge, West Australlan
' Area having embarked in " JUNEE ", both ships sailed for Turtle
Bay on Tuesday the 13th October. On completion of the F.0el.(C.'s

123:#1:10:1. both ships returned to Carrarvon on Thursday the
15th,

Se Leparture was made for Ceraldtorn on Friday the
16the It was intended to arrive during the forencon of the

next day but progress was delayed by head seas and the ship
arrived at 2300H.

6. Departure was made from Gersldtor at 0BUOH on
, Yonday the 12th to take part in exercise AUSTRALIA 11, Owing
] to strong South Westerly winds 1t was necessary to shelter in
the Abrolhos Islands. The ship eventuwally arrlved on the
? Colombo~-Fremantle shipping lans at 0700H on the Zlst and
i remained in the vicinity of the exerclse positions until 08GUH
‘ on Thursday the 22nd when course was set for Fremantle,
arriving pem.

7. On Tuesday the 27th the ship procesded to
. Cockburn Sound and discharged 47 tons of fresh water into M.W.L.
| 251, returning to Fremantle on the same day,

e

S. On Wednesday the 28th Gunnery Firings were

carried out in area L.Y. The ship returned to Fremantle the
next day.

9. There has been no opportunity for organised
sport during the month.

T s e
Wy

10, The health of the ship's company 1s good.
There have been several cases of German Yeasles among the >
trainees.

— T ———— e

1l. The morale of the ship's company is high and
the keemess shown at the time of the inspection was heartening.

| A ship's dance, held at the Royal Freshwater Bay Yacht Club
| or. the 3lst, was most successful.

/12. A large...
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( Commanding Officer's, H.M.A.S." FREMARTLE ", 7/ 55/864
of 2nd November, 1953, )

12. A large number of whales have been sighted;
none very elose. AS as could be seen they were all

" Humpback ", many of them appearing to jump almost clear of
the water. Jio particular direction of travel bhas been

ob “ﬂ"ﬂ-

13. During the month ths E.K.A.'s have made
several attempts to adjust the valve settings of the main
engines. It is hoped that the fuel consumption figures will
improve after these adjustments. Certaln of the settings of
the H.P. and I.P. valves were found to be in error.

| I have the honour to bs,
: 3ir,

! Your Obedisnt Servant,
|

40@/

Lieutenant-Commander, Royal Navy.

The Naval Officer-in-Charge,

Bgst Australian Ares

| Enclosures :- Appendix 'A' Statistical Data.
| . Appendix 'B' Training Report.
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REPORT OF FPRO NGS - BER

( Appendix 'A' to Commanding Officer's, H.M.A.S.
" WREMANTLE ", P/55/864 of 2nd lovember, 1963 )

- -
-ﬂ‘---------ﬂ----------*------ﬂ-

SIATISTICAL DATA
Distance steamed during the month 1638
Distance steamed since commissionliug 14423
Hours under way during thse month 1332769
Hours under way since commissioning 15405320
iriutgn distance per ton of fuel 10,086
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8 to couplete
the 26th. They
to see them go.
indicated that

to do anything. Eventually they
Mﬂ{iml Officer and teld

stop and dog wateh instuect~-
This hed the desi effect and only three
falled to sohieve €0%. It 1s hoped that these measures will not
SSery as 1t is not easy to conduct a written exam-

tnation on board. It is suggested that the lack of interest shown

the stokers is dus to -
| - (a) An 0.M.8. cannet give technical tralning %o 20
| at & time with eny succeszs. Therefore the Instruction is not
| urnunn{ tensive to maintain interest.

b) Their Instructor is " Falr " eonly. .

| (a) Several of our own stokers are typleal " stroppy
| Jackzs " and a bad influence.

3. The Seamen m‘:“ whe joined m:n”m;. eﬁ:. -
completed Tirings for thelir GLS's cowrse on p's
officers were impressed with the high standard of shooting and

lsck of " gun shyness ", all of which sugurs well for the genaral
standard of the class.

—— e s
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( Appendix 'B' to Commanding Officer's, H.M.A.S.
" PRUANTLE ", F/55/864 of 2nd lovember, 1953 )

---------------ﬂ--------------"-ﬂ

IRALSLNO_REFORT

The first batech of Seamen Trainees to complete

their sea training returned to " LERUWIN " on the 26th. They

loft a very good impression and we were sorry to see them z0.
A general " Guiz " during thelir last few days indicated that

they had " hoisted in " their instruetion fairly well.

R ——

e

e

2. 1t 18 unfortunate that similar remarks could not
be made concerning the 3toker Trainees. These lads are good
material but had to be driven to do anything. Eventually they
were addressed by the Engine Reoom Divisional officer and told
that, if they did not show more interest and pass a written

examination, thelr lsave would be stopped and dog wateh instuct-
ion given in lieu, Thls had the desgired effect and only three

failed to achieve 60%. It 1e hoped that these measures will not
be necessary again as 1% is not easy o conduct a written exam- |
ination on board. It is suggested that the lack of interest shown “

by the stokers is due to :-
(a) An O.M.8. cannot glve technical tralning to 20

at a time with any successs Therefore the instruction is not
sufficiently intensive to maintain interest.

b) Their Instructor is " Fair " only.
(o) Several of our own stokers are typiecal " stroppy
/ Jacks "™ and a bad influences.

3, The Seamer Trainess who jolned on the 26th
[ eted firings for their GL3's course on the 28th. The ship's
officers were impressed with the high standard of shooting and -
lack of " gun shyness ", all of which augurs well for the general

:r standard of the class.

- -

w TN
1

i

E—““—- |
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.
. —— e - s
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| L. 68205-40M 21806/1/45
\ %

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

vo....56/9/7

The Secratary,

Naval Boq{rd, NAVY Ff_@—-—"”-_

=& A01
ME LB OUR NEs="" \ 6 Ddi ]955

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - SEPTEMBER, 1

Submitted for the information of the Naval Board,

1N
l i ?‘QN«Z_,-

NAVAL OFFICER IN CHARGE,
WEST AUSTRALIAN AREA.

Naval Staff @ffice,
FREMANTLE, W,A,
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'/w‘?;ﬁ; H.M.A, S, "FREMANTLE".
at Fremantle
/ g2nd October 1963.

I have the honour teo submit the proceedings of
Her Majesty's Australian Ship under my command for the month

of September 1953,

2. On September the lst "FREMANTLE" was in Shark
Bay earrying out Part 2 Seamanship Training with thirty
"Hargraves" Recruit Seamen.

Se Departure was made from Shark Bay for the
Abrolhos Islands at 1300 on the 2nd. The ship continued train-
ing in the vieinity of the Wallabli and Easter Croups on the
3rd, anchoring in Good Friday Bay overnight. Departure was
made from there on the Friday morning at 0800. The ship
arrived in Fremantle at 0800 on Saturday the S5th.

' 4. Departure was made for Cockburn Sound at 1500
on the 8th and Part 2 training commenced with sixteen Reeruit
Seamen., Evaporator trouble made it necessary to return to
Fremantle on the 9th. The evaporator defect was made good by
1100 on Thursday the 1l0th when departure was made for Rocking-
ham, On arrival at 1300 both eables were ranged, inspected
and end for ended. The cables were hove aboard commencing at
0600 the next morni Departure was made for B at 0700.

The ship arrived at ury at 1645 having passed east of
Rottnest Island. Departure was made from Bunb at 2200 on
Sunday the 13th and the ship secured in Fremantle at 0800 the -

next day.

S From the l4th to the 18th an internal and
external boller clean was carried out by the ship's staff and
Recruit Stokers.

6o Departure was made for the Abrolhos Islands at
1700 on ¥Monday the 2lst of September. The ship anchored in
Goed Friday Bay at 1600 the next day. On Wednesday the 23rd
the wind backed and freshened making it neces to shift
anchorage to northwest of Filsh Point, East Wallabi Island.
Anchorage was shifted back to Cood Friday Bay the lext after-
noone.

7s At 0800 on Friday the 25th departure was made
for Geraldton. Single and double "Orop sweeps were exer-
c¢ised on passage. After many snags with both kites and otters,
both sweeps were running satisfactorily by sunset and the
ship arrived in Geraldton at 1900.

8. On ¥Monday the 28th departure was made for Good
mu; Bay at 0800. Minesweeping exercises were carried out
with "JUNEE" on passage and the ship anchored at 1500, The
Gyro 8 of a serious fault immediately after

compass
leaving Ceraldton.
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( Commanding Officer H.M.A.S.FREMANTLE'S ¥/55/774 of 2nd
October 1953, )

il S e S O W O O EE e e e W e e e Ee e e - . T D I T I D T R e

De On the 29th "A" sweepingz exercises were carried

out with "JUNEBE" during the forenoon. The Gyro was shut down

with a suspected broken suspension. During the afternoon "JUNEE"
. ;m“ﬂlulﬁl' in tow. The ship anchored in Recrulit Bay at

10, During the forenoon of Wednesday the 30th,
"FREMATTLE" towed "JUNEE" with 150 fms of 4:" F.S8.W.R., 35 fms
of 8" Manila and 4 shackles of "JUNHE'S" cable. Revolutions
for 10 knots gave a towlng spssd of between seven and eight
knots. During the afternoon a compass swing was carried out.
The ship anchored in Recrult Bay at 1800.

il. There has been no opportunity for organised
sport during the month.
12, The health of the ship's company 1s satisfactory.

There is now an S.B.A. on board. Since his joining there have
been no accidents,

13, The morale of the ship's company is high although
there have been too many defaulters by comparison with previous
months.

14. A very great nurber of whales has been sighted

and 1t has been quite impracticable to log and report them all.
Hmu é:rmnl trend of their travel has been more Southerly than
or Yo

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your Obedlant Servant,

) ’fff
24 /(//4;,«.%#
Lieutenant - Commander. Royal Navy.

The Naval Officer in Charge,

Enclosuresz :- Appendix 'A' Statistical Data
Appendix 'B' Training Report.
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( Appendix 'A'Ev?mng Officer H.M.A.S.FREMANTLE'S

¥/

74 of 2nd Ootober 1953 )

S S G W O Es A ER AR AN e W e e e e S = = e - - - - e - e - . e - o = -

S STICAL DATA

Uistance steamed durinﬁ the month
Pistance steamed since commissioning
Hours underway during the month
Houra underway since comumissioning
Average dlistance per ton of oil fuel

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

1194
12836
1185
1456
C.328
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( Appendix 'B' to Commanding Officer H.M.A.S.PREMANTLE'S
P/55/774 of 2nd October 1953, )

----ﬂ--n---ﬂﬁ------——-ﬂ--—---------

JIRAZHING REPORT

Thirty-one Seamen Trainees were given Part I
Instruetion until the 7th. Group "C" Trainees uEummau Part 1I
Seamanship Training on the 8th. This has continuved through ths
month exept for the boller cleaning psriod which the Seamen
Trainees spent in "LESUWIN". In addition to the Papt IT Syllabus,
the Tralnees have secured to a buey several times, ranged cable
and assisted in minesweeping, towing and woighing anchor by hand.
There has been a falr amount of boatwork. Five R.A.N.K. and four
A+C.T. ratings have been embarked during the month. The standard
of ﬁ'a l-l.!f.n:, A.C.T. and "Hargraves" Trainees has been 200de
The "Hargraves" ratings appear, at this stage, to have reached a

w-deuui ne and training than the previous
[ ]
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(H.M.A. S, WF/55/686 dated 1st Septemb SEGER . /-
CEIV E g - ' L;;.«/4-;"/::3;,

‘ REGCE pe -4 _ 27,
'. - i = F = | p 5
.'. afj (e Er 4 /

‘~‘= Orn N o |
The Segreta”f'y-;“ \ 2 8
Naval Board, Bt

EIIBOURHE' LY S p ] ™ - E';
I A Y ~..._-._.-. .

}/’ l\‘ ; Submitted for the informastion of the Naval Board,

Kk

NAVAL OFFICER IN CHARGE
WEST AUSTRALIAN AREA.

Naval Staff Office,
FREMANTIE .... W.A.

¥,
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Roygal Austra
IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

. F/55/ 686 . H.M.A.S. "FREMAN TLE".
< at Shark Bay
lst September 1953.

Sir,
REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS = AUGUST 1955

' I have the homour to submlt the proceedings of
Har Majesty's Australian Ship under my command for the month
of August 1953,

2e Thirty = eight Stoker Trainees of the National
Service Hargraves entry joined the ship on Monday the 1l0th
of August. Departure was made for Careening Cove that afternoon.
On Tuesday l1llth Educational Test One was taken by nine ratings.
A disused hut on Garden Island was used for this purpose and

" provided a rather more tranqull atmosphere than the ship's
messdeckse.

Se The second whaler was embarked on Thursday the

13th in PFremantle. Departure was made for Abrolhos that afternonn.
The next day the inner part of the Pelsart Lagoon was investigated
as a possible training ground. The reefs show clearly and there

is a fairly deep channel to the jetty near the southern end

of Pelsart. Having reached a position two miles SSE of Middle
Island it was decided to turn around as the wind had increased
sufficiently to make identification of the shallow patches

more difficult. Departure was made for Geraldton that evening.

4, Saturday was spent in Geraldton and departure
was made for the Abrolhos on Sunday at 1100.

Se During the following week the Easter and Wallabi
groups were visited. There is an anchorage half a mile north -
west of the northern tip of West Wallabi Island. The approach
is good ground for lead and line instruction there being between
3% and 5 fathoms of water. The wallabies on the islands appear
to be similar to those found on Garden Island. The ship returned
to Fremantle on Friday the Z2lst of August.

6. The Stoker Trainees left the ship on Saturday the
22nd and were replaced by thirty - one Seaman on Monday the 24th.

e - Due to a defect in the distiller sailing for Shark
Bay was delayed untlil the 25th.

8. On arrival in Shark Bay a strong NE wind was
blowing making Turtle Bay untenable. A comfortable anchorage

was found west of Cape Peron. The weekend was spent alongside, and
in the vicinity of, Canarvon. The Australian Whaling Commission
was most co-operative. All trainees were shown over the factory
and twenty ships company and trainees went to sea in the Whale
catcher "Canarvon".

e Several games of football have been played during
the month and three of the ships company have played for Navy teams.
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Royal Australian Naby.

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

Page 2.

NO

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS = AUGUST 1953

( Cormanding Officer H.M.A.S. FREMANTLE'S F/55/686 of 1lst
September 1953. )

10. The health in the ship 1s satisfactory although
the second batch of trainees appear to have brought a type of
influenza with them.

11, The morale of the ships company appears to be very
high and the small amount of dissention that was apparant in the
Engine Room department no longer exists . There has been a sharp
rise in the number of defaulters . Most of the offences have been

directly connected with leave and beer and have had no ill effect
on morale.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your Obedient Servant,

€;;7(f? EE:EQszgﬁiﬂ_. :
Lieutenant - Commander. Royal Navy.

The Naval Officer in Charge,
- WEST AUSTRALIAN AREA.

Enclosures :- Appendix 'A' Statistical Data
Appendix 'B!' Training Report
Appendix 'C' Whale Observations
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Roygal Australian Nafy.

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

NO

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS = AUGUST 1953

( Appandix.'ﬁ' }n Commanding Officer H.M.A.S. FREMANTLE'S
F/ 55

686 of lst September 1953

STATISTICAL _DATA

Distance steamed during the month
Distance steamed since commissioning
Hours underway during the month
Hours underway since commissioning

Average distance per ton of oil fuel

)

1327
11642
148
1341
84846
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RCDIG1074271



Roygal Australian Naby.

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

NO

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS = AUGUST 1953

( Appendix 'B! to Commanding Officer H.M.A.S. FREMANTLE'S
F/55/686 of lst September 1953, )

- - 2 - - - . e o - -— e - - - -— - - - - — - - @ 0a- @ -— - - -_ - - - —-— -— — L

TRAIN ING REPORT

During the month 38 Stoker Trainees were embarked
from the 1l0th to the 22nd. 31 Seaman Trainees joined on the
24th and are still onboard.

2e The syllabus has been as for Recruits Part One
Seamanship Training. Recruit Stokers have received slightly
more Engineroom time in their Part One tralning than Recruit

Seaman. The Stokers appeared to possess a fair knowledge on
thelr return to Leeuwin.
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IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

NO

Roygal Australian Naby.

oy e e
wgfn£ZELwh-

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS E AUG T 1953 f
( Append}xs

WHALE OBSERVATIONS

7;’ (j:

'IC' to Commanding Officer H.M.A.S. FREMANTLE'S
/686 of lst September 1953,

Position Travel

Date Species Size

1l€th August 2 Unidentified Unknown 114 17' E
28¢50' S
17th August 1 Humpback 113°54"' E
28%47' S
18th August 2 Humpback 30=-36ft 113°50' E

28°27'S
2c6th August i Humpback 15=-24ft 114°12' E
30=-371%t 28°28' S
Humback Unknown 113°55! E
27*55!' S

Whales sighted in Shark Bay not recorded.
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( Appendix 'B' to Commanding Officer H.l.A.S. PREMANTLE'S
§/55/686 of lst September 19535, )
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{ Appendix '8! Commanding Officer H.M.A.S. PREMASTLE'S
F/855/686 of lst September 1953, )
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S S ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY ¢.33h. /2. 47
IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE | (0 1 "1 p\UG P\‘ _ | | 1‘*&_
vo... 56/9/7 - 11 - S — 3
| NAVY REGS _—— 75'/:/
(H.M.A.S. "FREVANTIE's" F/55/633 dated 7th August, 1953). @!7 /53
o 13 AU 1953
i e . .
ﬁrl{z) The Secretary, ¥ g /
xq}; Naval Board, 255""7
\%\%‘ MELBOURNE , /

Submitted for the information of the Naval Board,

COMMANDER , “R7A. N,
fOVI\TAVAL OFFICER IN CHARG )
WEST AUSTRALTIAN AREA./}}OL |

Naval Staff Office,
FREMANTLE, W,A,

i Ll vl
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F/88/ ¢33 | HoM.A.S."FREMANTLE",
i "r:h A :1;7,
ugus
Sir,

I have the honour to report the proceedings
of Her lamty'l Austrelian Ship under my cowmmand for the
month of y 1953,

2. During the month, L.M.A.S.FREVNANTLE continued

her 42 days availability for refit and leave., Dockyard work

progressed favourably, the ship golng on the slipwa y on the

%:::. ﬁd returning to No. © Barth, Herth Wharf on Wednesday,
Yo

Se The statistical data remains unchanged from the
previous month.

4. li9g trainess were bovrne Juring July.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your Obedient Servant,

Lieutenant-Commander. Royal Navy.

The Haval Officer in Charge,
WEST AUSTRALIAN AREA.
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F/88/ ©33 H.M.A,S."FREMANTLE".
At Premantle
7th August 1983

Sirv,
T - Y 19563

I have the hencur te report the proceedings

of Her Majesty's Australian Ship under command
month of y 19568, 4 - -

2e During the month, H.¥.4.S5.FREMANTLE continued
her 42 days availability for refit snd leave. Doec

progressed favourably, the shi ing the sli < oo s
vy Q@ P go en the wa y on the
16th. and returning t; No. © -

Berth, North Wharf on Wednesday,

Se The statistieal data remains unchang -
previous month,. - -
4. No trainees were borne during July.
S
- b 1 have the henour to be,
f)a" ',-"} Sir 5 |
9

Your Obedient Sevrvant,

Lieu tonant-Commander. Royal Navy.

The Naval Officer in Charge,
WEST AUSTRALIAN AR%A,
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at Fremantle,

n/sqlsa%,/ HoliehoS "FREMANTLE"o
1!E/duly 1963

Sir,
EPORT OF PROCEEDINGS e

I have the honour to submit the proceedings of
Her Majeaty's Australlan Ship under my command for the month of
June 1953,

Ze The majority of the ship's company and all the
trainees took part in the Coronation Xarch through the e¢lity of
Perthe Two officers attended the Governor's Levee on Wednesday the
third of Jlml, |

¢ On the fourth departure was made for Cockburn
Sound where intensive training was carried out for two days in an
endeavour to make up for the time lost earlier in the weeke

4s One Reserve Officer joined on Monday the Bthe
It was intended to sail for Shark Bay during that afternoon but the
weather prevented thise Departure was made for Cockburn Sound where
the ship remained until sailing for Shark Bay on the Wednesdaye As a
certaln amount of practical training time had been lost through the
weather the passage to Shark Bay was made at eleven knots, There was
no appreciable increase in fuel consumption and half a day's training
time was gained on arrival. The Saturday and Sunday was spent alonge
side at Carnarvon in company with "NILDURA", Most of the ship's come
| pany visited the whaling installation over tho woekeend, Twelve. officars
3 and ratings went to sea in the whale catchers 'Carnarvon' and 'Gascoyne';.
The visit and the trips were most interesting and instructive and the
Chairman of the Australian Whaling Commission, lr J.C.Bowes, was very
helpful indeed, Very few whales havs been sighted from the ship and it
is understood that the annusl northerly migration 1s late this years
On only one occasion has the ship been close enough to a whale for
- positive ldentificationes Departure was made from Shark Bay on the 17the
A call was made at the Abrolhos Islands on the 18th and the ship arre
ived in Fremantle the next daye

Se¢ The last batech of trainess laft on the 20th Jun-;
Midewinter leave commenced that woskeend and the refit started on the

22nd Junes

/ Oe The ship's company and trainees took part in football
and shooting matches in Carnarvon. Three pagyed for the Navy versus the
HeAsAoFo

7« The health of the ship's company has been goode )
Despite the heavy rain there has been no appreciable increase in the '
more common allments,

8¢ The morale of the ship's company remains highs The -
enthusiasm shown for the Coronation Varch was most encouraginge Many
ratings spent a considerabls amcunt of their spare time working on their
equipment, One trainee wag found to be amoking towards the end of the
marche It 1s felt that this was a somewhat unique occurrence,

I have the honour to be,
sir,
Your Obedient Servant,

L. ' & O Kucs

: hii- aval OfficereineCharze,
[ #est Australien Area. B Lisutenante=Comuander. Royal Navy,

W, . 4 =

i —— e - . e
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F/56/531s ° H.M.A.S "FREMANTLE". REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS. JUNE 1963,

- M e e e W S e e S e W G e ) W e S e S e e e e e - B B T

PP X _'AS

Distance steamed during the month 1,132 milese
Distance steamed since commissioning 10,315 miles,
Hours under way during the month 126
Hours under way since commissioning 1193

Average distance per ton of oil fuel 848 miles,

APPENDIX 'BY,
JHALE OBSERVATIORS = JUNEe
Date Pogition No Specles Size Direction
of travel

12th 28 008

115 20E 1 U.K * UsK o N ﬂrth'rl,i
17th 215 Cape Inseription about

ten miles, 1 Humpback 54 v NeElye
17th 200 Cape Inscription

fifteen miles i Humpback UsK, Northerly,

lo young whales in companye
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W/55/531s HeleAeS "PREMANTLE" ., REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS. JUNE 19563

Pifteen "Burke" (2 R.A.N.R) and fourteen "Blaxland" ( 3 R.A.NGR)
National Service Trainees were already on board for A.C.T at the
beginning of the monthe These werse given a considerable amount of
rifle drill and marchinge They attalned a fair standard for the
coronation March through the olfy of Perthe On the Thursday and
Friday of their second week they underwent two very full days of
gsez training to put them through the basic drillse, In the time 1t
was just possible to complete one run each at seaboat, helmaman,
telegraphsman end leadsman, On the Thuraday M.W.l 254 was towed
from Careering Cove to Framentle, f41led and returned. Most of this
evolution was done by the trainees., Thess tralnees left on the ©6the

2o Twenty four "Eyre" (5 R.AN.R.) and two "Burke" trainees
joined on the Bth. During their time on board the ship steamed %o
Shark Bay and backe This gave plenty of steering practiee as well as
other routine duties under way, Seaboat, lead and line ete was done
in Shark Bay, Unfortunately all attempts to arrange salling instruction

wore folled by the weather., This class wes jnstructed in mires and
minsswaepinge

3, The spirit of the tralnees in both batches haa been goods

4, The higher rates training class completed thelr examination
on the Bthe Three out of four passed for Leading Seamans
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N Al F"‘:’T  ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY [~
IN REPLY PLEJ,ﬁ QUOTE.) R AM : 1; 48 .;1 4'3'3 - 7 7
vo..... 30X /7 | ;-"%fifgl-- e NavN
g AV y HEGESW.F_ % .E’H“:ﬁi;-.ff?},i_': ’"‘1#.. . 7;}»&/
(H.M.A.S. "FREMANTLE's F/55/LL45 d;/atedBth June, 1953) ,-J "_‘ ;'?"'
@
| ;I ey b‘
A " @7 T e .
The Secretary, T o kg ,;w/.z/fo/éa..
Naval Board,
MELBOURIE.
H'J Submitted for the information of the Naval Board,
With reference to paragraph 6, although a Sick Berth Attendant
is perhaps desirable one is not considered essential as these
vessels are almost invariably within a few hours steaming of
shore medical assistance,
Wl
NAVAL OFFICER IN CHARGE,
WEST AUSTRALIAN AREA,

~ . Naval Staff Office,
FREI%T.ANTIJE: W-A-

¢ 1 JUN 1955
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H.M.A,.S"FREMAS TLE" .,
at Fremantle,

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS = MAX 21903

I have the honour to report the proceedings eof
m;--w*-n-mmmummm“ﬂu
L

2
off

rture was made from the Pelsart Group for
dton on the of Friday the lst of
Maye The entered Geraldton on the Saturday wae® open
to visitors on the Sunday and salled for the Pelsart Group on the
d to be deteriorating it was
"Zeeowyk" wreck
afternoon instead of on the Tue as was the origie-
nal intentione This was a fortunate decision as wind had risen
to forece 6 from the northward 1400 the next day. Departure was
made for Fremantle on the 7th ﬁnﬂpmimnuﬂmﬁ?

Friday afternoons

3¢ Twenty nine National Servicemen Jjoined for 13
G:I;.:m Continuous Training on Monday the 1llth, Yost of the

f week was spent in Cockburn Sound, On Thur the l4th
"FREMANTLE" assisted "MILDURA" in the hulk of trawler
"Commilles™ off Rottnest Islandes Al the state of the side
plating of the "Commilles" was not kmown it was interesting to note
that the 40mm Bofors was making quite respectable holes in what had
probably started life as 201b steel plate, The ship returned %o
Fremantle on the 18th, All trainees took t in Empire Youth
Sunday March through Perth on Sunday the 17th,

4. Departure was made for Abrolhcs on #enday the
18th of Nay returning to Fremantle on the 22nde The traineed were
dmu during the week-end and the next bateh joined on Menday
t

5¢ The 26th to the 29th were spent in Careening
Cove and the ter part of each day was devoted to parade training
in readiness the Coronation Day Marech in Perth, On the 50th a
full rehearsal of this parade was attended by all those taking part.

6¢ The health of the ship's company has been satis~
torye Since commissioning there heve been a number of fairly sere

ious aceidentsy inecluding, one very bad ocut, ome split head(hand lead?

ond degree burns and a large fish hook embedded in a thumb,

g tely these have ocourred when skilled mediocal attention has
- been available from shore or other Se It 18 submitted that there
HO appears to be a very real need for a k Berth Attendant in ships

of this sizee

7¢ Two games of Australian Rules have been played
during the month, Recreation parties have been landed on Carden and
East Wallabi Islands,
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F/ 55/ 448

HoM.A.83 "FREMANTLE".. REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS MAY 1953,

Frrrrarrerrryrrre e r e r e T T R Y BT P T R E R L]

pege _2e

8¢ The morale of the ship's company 1s high
and there have been very few offences,

P« The few whales sighted have been toc far away
for positive identification.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your Obedient Servant,

O/%Oa—«s.e.

Lisutenant Commanders Royal Wavis

The Baval Officer~in-Charge.
West Australian Area,

Bnclosurese Appendix A, Statistiocal Data 3 coples.
Appendix B, Training Report ©§ copies,
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( Conmanding Officer H.M.A.S. FREMANTLE's No.
F/55/445 of 6th June 1953 )

APPENDIX 'A°
S ATA
Distance steamed during the month 049
Distance steamsad since commissioning 9183
Hours under way during May I24 hras 42 mins
Hours under way since commissioning 1086 hrs 42 mins
Average distance per ton of o0il fuel Te2
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( Commanding Officer H.M.A.S. FREMANTLE's Noe
F/55/445 of 6éth June 1953 )

APPEIDIX 'B°

. g e e S O S e e = e A R e G R W e e e e e e

TRAINING REPCRT

The last of the 'Forrest' National Service
Trainees completed their initial seagoing training on the
8th May I953 and two pericds of Anrual Continuous Tralning
for 'Baxland' (I95I) and 'Burke' (I952) Trainees respectively
were carriocd out during the remainder of the monthe In &ll
66 ratings ( including 7 R.A.N.R. ratings ) were embarked
for I3 days trainiug during this time.

Treiring for roetings undergoing A.C.7. has
included dan-buoying, Oropesa minesweeping, securing to
& buoy and alongside other ships { without the help of
the ship's company ), towing, dressing ship, part of
ship and boatwork. 'Forrest' recruits assisted in the
.;t;;:iF§ of twe old cannens in the Abrolhos Islands,
'‘Baxlend' Tralnees took part in the Empire Youth Day Parade
in Perth on Sunday I7th Yay, and 'burke' aad R.A.J.R.
Tralnees marched with the Nevel Battalion on Coronation
Daye The latter ratings spent most of their time practising
for the Coronation Day Parade at the expense of sea traifing
but 1t 1s felt that this was well worthwhile,

Al though most of the 'Forrest' trainess were
unenthusiastic the last class of 13 left a very good
impression and we were sorry to lose thewm.

The 'Bhxland' A.C.T. bateh ( were almost
indescribavly scruffy and dirty and a sproporticonate
effort was required before they were flt to appear in
public for Pmpire Youth Sunday.

The 'Burke' A.C.T. bateh (12) are a vast
improvement on ! and' ¢ thig may be partly due to the
fact that the other half of the Trainees (mostly ex-

' and' ) onboard are Reserves who, in general, have
proved excellent,

With very few exeeptions ths Reserves, both
Senlor and Junlor rates, have left a very favourable
impression in the ship.
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5'a" 1/55/328 dated 6th May, 1953)

: ,ﬂn./;" =
@ icy

(H- I{. A' S' 1-“Fa_ﬁj.1 N

The B[ecretary,
Naval Board,

,J (Copy to Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S. "FREI’-;LANTI;E")
f’ submitted for the information of the Naval Board,

2e With reference to the ancient guns mentioned in
paragraph 5, it is understood that the local historical society
has taken an interest in this matter and the Commanding Officer,
He Mo A. S, "FREVANTIEY will be directed to forward any further
information available, In the meantime the guns will be stored
at LEEUWIN pending a decision as to their disposal,

~ i”uw—-{

NAVAL OFFICER IN CHARGE,
WEST AUSTRALIAN AREA,

15 MAY 195%

Naval §taff Office,
| FREMANTLE, W,A.
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H.M.A. S"FREMAN TLE" .
at Abrelhess
5th May 1953

Sir,
REFORT_OF FROCEEDINGS _ = _ AFRIL 1985

I have the honour to report the proceedings ef Her
Majesty's Australian Ship under my command for the month of April
1953,

2o On Wednesday the lst berthing, securing to a buey,
and ship handling exercises were carried out in Caresning Covee
These were very good value for the ship's officers and all the sege
uring and letting go was done by tralneese It 1s hoped te do this
more often in future especilally when senlior Reserve Officers are
borme for tralininge On the next dn; departure was made for Bunbury
in company with H.M.A.S"MILDURA", "A" Sweeping was exercilsed on
passagee Thls was not & successe Delays in *'down kites' caused the
ships to steam for too long at 6 kmotse Sweeps parted twice on what
must have been pinnacles of rock with the loss of 300 fathoms eof
wiree

d¢ Easter was spent in Bunbury departure being made
for Bunker Bay on the 7the General tralning and exercises were care
rled out until arrival in Fremantle on the following Fridaye One
Stoker Mechanic whe received second degree steam burns was landed
at Bunbury on the 8th, He haw since returned to the shipe Ship's
guns'! crews and all tralnees carried out a Bofors shoot at rocket
and floating targets on the 1l0th, ~

4, Departure was made for Shark Bay in company with
HoM.A.S"MILDURA" on the l4the Mall was landed and received by motor
boat at Carnarvon on the 17the Brown's Station on Dirk Hartogs Is-
land was visited on the following Sundaye On Tuesday the 21lst a
landing exercise was carried out in Turtle Bay and an imaginary
Radar Installation was 'demolished'e On the same evening departure
was made for Fremantle via Abrolhose A successful "A" Sweep was
carried out on passage, Both ships arrived in Fremantle on the
Fridng e Twenty two trainees returned to H.M.A.S"LEEUWIN" on the
Same aAaye ;

S5e¢ Departure was made for the Abrolhos Islands on the
28the On passage the ship steamed at 135 revolutions on one boller
making good eight point nine kmots through the watere It was hoped
that this might have produced a more economical consumption figure
but it falled to improve en the usual 150 to 155 revolutions on two
boileras for ten knotse The ship anchored one mile and a half north
of Gun Island in the Pelsart Group and was joined by H.M.A.S"MILDURA"
on the Thurgday morninge Both ships sent parties to investigate the
wreck in latitude 28 degrees 523 minutes south on the seaward reef.
Two cannons have been recoverede They are of cast iron and, although
the larger one, which was in deeper water, is in much better shape
than the other, there are no identifiable markse It is probable that
these are either from the 'Batavia' (1629) er the 'Zeewyk! (1727)
wnless they belonged to some earlier unknown wrecke The position
referred to 1s some two miles north to where the Zeewyk' is thought
to have strucke The cannon, which weigh about 18 and 30 hundredweights
respectively,were recovered without much difficultye 01l drum rafts
were used, 7 drums for the larger and 4 for the smaller, If photo=
graphs can be obtained they will be sent under separate covers Purely
a3 & formality the Receliver of Wrecks has been informede It is inten=

d;g to investigate the reef to the southward when the opportunity
offerse

= = EEER—————— ——
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6¢ On Manday the 13th three officers and twenty two
ratings attended a Civie Reception in the Mayor'®s Parlour at the
Fremantle Town Halle .

7s The morale of the ship's company remains high and
there have been very few defaulterse I have been aware of a certain
amount ef discord in the Engine Room Department and have concluded
that it is mainly due to the not uncommon friction between Ariificers
and Petty Officer Stoker Mechanlcse It is suggested that this is |
almost inevitable when no Engineer Officer is bornes The Bage Eng-
ineer Officer has been very helpful in this matters

8¢ The health of the ship's company is satisfactorys

9¢ There has been little opportunity for sport al though
& cricket mateh between two scratch ship's teams was Played at Bumburys
The teams were composed of fifty-fifty ship's company and officers and
trainess,

I have the honour teo be,
311',

Your Obedient Servant,

¢ Kanss

& - Lieutenant = Commander,
Royal Navy,

The Naval Officer-in-Charge.
Weastern Australian Areae

Enclosures:= Appendices I and IT,
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H.M.A.S TFREMANTLE!ST REPORT OF EFRQC GS = AFRIL 19335¢

APPENDIX T
M Y FIGURES
Distanee steamed during the month 1589 miles,
Distance steamed since commissioning 8234 milese
Hours under way during the month 195 hourse
Hours under way since commlsgsioning 942 hourse
Average distance per ton ef 01l fuel 9288 miles,
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E.M.A.S"FREMANILE'S"  REPORT OF PROCEEDTNGS _=_ APRIL 1953 _
APPRNDIX II
TRAINING, 1 APl to_8 Mays

o5 Seaman and Stoker trainees were bormne from the
beginning of the month until the 24th when all the Stokers and
15 Seamen returned te H.M.A.S"LEEUWIN", One class of Quarterdeck
remains uantil the 8th of Maye

2¢ The Stokers have undergone Part I training for their
firat week on board and the remainder of the time has been spent in
the engine and boiler roomse The A.X Seamen have each done = watch
in both the engine and boller roomsp

Se All the Seamen have attended lectures en Minesweeping
and Steering Gear from ship's staff thier own Instructors have
glven the remainder of the lectures and instructions The trainees
have received instruction, watched and assisted im "A" amd "O"
sweeping, danning, towing, weigh anchor by hand (deck tackle),
securing to a buoy, spring on the cable, boat sailing, steering
and boatswain's mate dutiese About half of their time has been
spent working part-=of-ships

4o Several of the trainees took part in a landing exercise
in Turtle Bay and received elementary instruction in the use ef
explosivese The A.X Seamen carrled out one week's gunnery training

on bo:rd. All trainees have fired 5 rounds of Bofors at a floating
targeto

S5¢ The M.T Stokers and A.X Seamen appear to be very much
better types than the others with few exceptionss The A.X Sesmen in
particular have been very well behaved and we shall be sorry to lose
them at the end of this weeke It is regrettable that very little
interest 1s shown by the trainees in generale They do as they are

: told but show no enthusiasme It 1s submitted that if they were to
| be tralned further from their homes and sent to sea in bigger ships
their attitude to the Service would be bettere
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7 45;4//97/?7

IN REPLY PLEASE | .
H05r6/ : 11 -%53 Qw
(H. M.A.S.\ "F@M%ﬁfﬁw '55/252 dated 8th April, 1953) b[ii %
The Secretary ,L
Naval Boaprd, ' & Mj
MELBOURNE,

’ H, Mo A. S. "FREMANTLE" - REPCRT OF PROCEEDINGS

] ~IARCH, 1957,

Submitted for the information of the Naval Board,

; 1‘ - JJ’: “—-_J'l
NAVAL OFFICER IN CHARGE,
WEST AUSTRALIAN AREA.

Naval Staff Office,
FREVANTLE, WA

T & APR 10G4
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HIMIA. S“FRM TIJE“ L
at Bunker Bayas
8th April 1953e

Siry
REPORT_OF PROCEEDINGS _w_ NARCE 195%

- I have the honour to report the proceedings of Her
Ma jesty's Australian Ship under my command for the month of March

1953¢

2¢ Having embarked Commander V.E Kennedy and Acting
Sub=Lieutenant G Halley for passage to Fremantle departure was made
from Adelaide on the forenoon of Monday the 2nd of Marche Neptune
Island was abeam at 2330 that night when course was set for Albanye
The psassage across the Bight was uneventfule Fuel, pay and mail was
embarked at Albanye The ship arrived in Fremantle at 0830 on Sunday
the 8th of Mareche

3aTwo Reserve Officers(for 13 days AsCe.T)y two Instruee
tors and thirty Trainees (N.S Forrest) embarked on Monday the 9thg
On Wednesday the llth the shlp proceeded to sea for elementary sea=
manship .instruction, Asdiec operating and tracking exerclises for the
Reserve Gunnery Class which embarked for the days Also on board was
Mr Ian Coles, 3rd Mate of the Blue Funnel sess"Asphalion" who showed
keeness and great interest in all that was taking places

4o Departure was made for the Abrolhos Islands during
the forenoon of Thursday the 12th in company with H.M.A.S"MILDURA",
Officer of the Wateh manoeuvres were carried out that afternoon and,
having exerclsed seaboats at evening quarters the ships parted com=
pany for independent navigation exercisess Rendezvous was made with
"MILDURA" at noon on the following daye The ship returned to Frementle
on Monday the 16th,

5s On the 1l8th and 19th exerclses were carried out
with H.M.S,"THOROUGH" the ship's Asdic being operated by the U.M
training class from "LEEUWIN"y, Despite the fact that "THOROUGH" could
not dive the exercises were still of good value if only to familiarise
the tralnees with seagoing Asdic conditionse, A boarding party was put
aboard "THOROUGH" under the command of Lieutenant J.L Jobsone Towing

exerclses were carried out with "MILDURA" concurrently with plotting
exercises with "THOROUGH",

6e The Reserve GL 3 Class embarked to carry out qual=

) ifying firings on the 20the A considerable number, and still insuffe=
||/ ielent, of starshell targets were expended by "MILDURA", Delay was
ficliswy| caused because the seat of the Bofors mounting had to be adjusted for

~ || each maneg At the same time "MILDURA" discovered that the splash target
2A£33 | would not work and suggested using an oil drume Despite further dealys
i | with the target, the almost uncanny disposition of fishing boats an
. qv‘ || trouble with the feed mechanism of the after Bofors each man fired at
#fg?% least forty roundse By the end of the day most of the class had gained

Ab & very fair degree of confidence and had shot the target flag to ribboe=
. ns

—

7e Departure was made for Careening Cove during the
forenoon of Tuesday the 3lst of Marche N

8e During the month Mrs E Curtin, who launched H.M.A.S
"FREMANTLE", visited the ship for afternoon tal: Informal calls were
exchanged with the Lord Mayor of the City of Fremantle (WeFred Sampson
Esquire)e The officers and twenty ship's company have been invited to
& reception 1n the Mayor's Parlour on Monday the 13th of April,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO/74271



- 9¢ The morale of the ship's company remains high and there
have been very few defaulters

10¢ The health of the shfp's company i1s satisfactorys
1l, The ship's company have availed themselves ef the sporting
facilities afforded by "LEEUWIN", Several took part in heats and trials

for the Inter=Service Sportse Now that the ship 1s operating from her

base port more time will be devoted to the conducting of sporting
activities,

I have the honour to be,
Sir'.
Your Obedient Servant,

GO Kanse

Lieutenant=Commanders
Royal Navye

The Havnl-ﬁffiﬂar-inuﬂhafgeg
West Australian Area,

Enclosures:= Appendices I and II.
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Appendices to H.M.A.S"FREMANTLE'S" Report of ProgeedingsgMarghg

APPENDIX I
MON THLY FIGURES,

Distance atéamad-during-tha mﬁnﬁhi | | 1983 milese

Distance steamed since commissioning 6645 milese
Hours under way during the month 22Le
Hours under way since commissioning T474

Average distance per ton of oil fuel(March) 1lpl4 Miles,

APPENDIX TII
TRAINING.,

Three National Service Tralning Classes,totalling 30 recrults
with two instructors, were embarked on the 9th and returned to"Lesuwin"

on the 23rd for the perliod of the Inter=Service=Sports at which time
the ship carried out a boller cleang

2¢ The recruit seamen and one class of recruit stokers, who had
previously been to sea in "Mildura" for @nginerocom training only were
all given Part I traininges The second class of recrult stokers was

;mplnyad in the engine and boller. rooms and on Part II technical traine
Nge

3¢ On Monday the 30th,35 tralnees comprising the seamen and one

stoker class who had previously been embarked, plus a new seamen class
joined,

4, Besldes covering the Pert I training syllabus recruits have
witnessed and taken part in the evolutions of tow forward, tow aft,
danlaying and recovery, Oropesa Minesweeping, away boarding party,
secondary and hand steerings They have also attended lectures on Dame
age Control, Minesweeping and the history of the R.A.N. Tours of H.M.A,
8 "SYDNEY? and H.M.S"THOROUGH" were arranged for all recruits borne fme
at the time the ships were in companye

5¢ Initially most of the recruits showed very little keeness
and thelr attitude to the Service as a whole left a lot to be desireds

Since the second batech jolned the shlp a marked improvement in keeness
and morale has been observeds
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Ruopal Australian Nady.

IN REPLY PLEASE Q
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H.M.ASe. "Lanﬂdalﬂ“'
PORT MELBOURNE .
The Secretary, ag 30
NAVAL BOARD. 0. PR 1953
A s
{ HoM.A.S. "FREMANTLE" = REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS .
e ks
% J,-"f

Submitted for the consideration of the Naval Board
the attached report of proceedings for the months of February,

1953«
#igi. ;Ef;kuaot
A/Captain, R.A.N.,
NAVAL OFFICER IN CHARGE,
SOUTH EAST AUSTRALIAN AREA.
| e
Encle g

29 ¢
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HeM.A,S"FREMANTLE",

I at Port elaide,
end ch 1953,
Sir,

REPORT_OF PROCEEDINGS = FEBRUARY 19534

I have the honour to submit the Report of Proceedings
of Her Majesty's Australian Ship under my Command for the month
of February 1953.

2 'Fremantle! spent the first four days of the month in
Garden Island Dockyard undergoing repairs to main engines. These
repairs mainly concerned the adjustment of bearings. The Reserves
and Recrults {39 in all) were embarked in 'Cootamundra' for traine
ing on the Monday and Tuesday, half going on each day,

e On Thursday the 5th engine trials were carried out the
ship sailing for Melbourne on completion. After rounding Gabo Is=
land speed was reduced to revolutions for eight knots on account

of steep head seas which were causing the ship to pound heavilye
During the same evening, the 6th, the sleeping billet situation

was thoroughly investigateds It was found that, despite using sett=
668, camp beds and stretchers to full advantage the sleeping cond=
itions were most unpleasant which was further aggravated by the
motion of the ships The numbers embarked at this time were forty
four Ship's Company and thirty nine Trainees, The Cruise Programme
promulgated by the Commanding Officer H.M.A.S8"Mildura" and approved
by the Naval Pfficer-in-Charge West Australian Area allocated forty
seven Tralnees to "Fremantle" for six weeks. The Ship's Company at
this time will be fifty three. There are insufficient lockers or
sleeping blllets for this number, I have represented this by letter
to the Naval Officer-in=Charge West Australian Area, a copy of the
letter 1s enclosed,

4o Shortly after rounding Wilson's Promontory on the morning
of the 7th the Port High Pressure Bottom End bearing overheated,
The ship anchored in Bolger Anchorage and the bottom end, which was
badly wiped, was replaced, 'Fremantle' proceed at 1700 entering
Port Philip at 0500 on the 8th securing alongside 'Gladstone' on
arrival at West Wing Station Pler. Reserves were then disembarked
and berth was shifted to Dockyard., The Recrults were transferred to
'Gladstone' the next day for passage to Flinders Naval Depote

Se From the 9th to the llth Williamstown Dockyard made final
adjustments to the main engines completing at 1700 on the latter
day when the ship sailed for Adelaide.

Ge Two junior Officers and twenty five Ratings from H.M.A.S
| "Torrens" were embarked on Saturday the 1l4th. The First Lieutenant
| (Lieutenant F.lM.Murray R.A.N) who had been unwell for soms days was -
| discharged to the Repatriation General Hospitaly he has since been
| relieved by Lieutenant I.H Nicholson who joined on the 27ths, The
ship sailed during the afternoon for Melbourne calling at Glenelg,
| Eastern Cove, Antechamber Bay, Victor Harbour and Guichen Bay, It
was Intended to call at Portland but, owing to the swell and deter=
lorating weather a through passage was made to Portsea and a comple
ete day's training was carried out in Port Philipe To do this econ=
omlical speed was exceed using an extra point eight of a ton of fuel.

Ve The ship spent the week=end at Flinders Naval Depoct where
the Ressrves were inspected by the Commodore at Sunday Divisionsa. 6n
the -following day those who had not visited the depot before were
taken on a 'round tour' by a Recruit School Instructor. The
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H.M.A. S"FREMANTLE", Report_of P oceedingge. Februaryg 1955

remainder of the Reserves were taken to Instruction by their
appropriate schools in the depote It was hoped to have secured

a day's Gunnery for the Ordinary Seamen but this could not be
done owing to an acute shortage of Instructors in the Gunnery
schools The ship left Flinders Naval Depot for Adelside on the
24th ecalling at Guichen Bay and Edithburgh. The 'quarterly depth
charge! was dropped between Guichen Bay and the Backstairs Pass=
age. This operated satisfactorlly but produced no fishe Despilte
a 150 foot setting and the fact that the charge exploded over 20
seconds after release at 14 knots the lights in both shaft tunnels
were extinguisheds The next charge will be dropped with a 100
foot setting whiech should bring further weaknesses to lighte The
Adelalde Reserves were disembarked on the 27th,

Ee Miles steamed during the month 2235
Miles steamed since commissioning 4662

Qe The morale of the Ship's Company remains high and only one
defaulter in two and a half months shows a creditable standard of
behaviour. The Reserves and Recrults seem to have been of a gen=
erally happy and co=operative dispositione

10, The health of the Ship's Gompany has been goods No organised
sport has yet been arranged although good use was made of the fac=
11ittes at Flfers Naval Depots

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your Obedient Servant,

&0 Qj‘:%g
e

Lieutenant=Commander. Royal Navys
Commanding Officer

-

The Naval Officer=in-Charge.
South East Australian Are

s R

e
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Copy for information to The Naval Officer-in-Charge. East Australian

H.M.A. S"FREMANTLE" .

F/15/144 at Westernport.
- 23rd February 1953,

S ~
L

The Naval Officer=-in-Charge.
West Australian Area,

Copies to := The Commanding Officer H.M.A.S"LEEUWIN",
The Commanding Officer H.M.A.S"MILDURA",

TRAINING CRUISE PROGRAMME. MARCH « JUNE 1953,

Submitted for the consideration of the Naval Officer-in-Charge
West Australian Area that H.M.A.S"FREMANTLE" cannot accommodate the
numbers referred to in the Commanding Officer H.M.A.S "MILDURA'S"
letter M 5/1226 of the 29th December 1952,

2e.The ship's complement is 53 ratings for whom 92 lockers of
all types are provided. Fourteen out of the fifteen Chlef and Petty
Officers' lockers are in use as are thirty nine of the seventy seven
ad installed for junior ratings. There 1s no space in the ship for fitt-
ing additional lockers. The numbers which can be accommodated as an
absolute maximum are one Instructor and thirty nine Trainees.

3« The hammock billet situation has been thoroughly investi-
gated., Seventy nine blllets are shown on Form A.D 326 but several of
these are fouled by extra fittingse. Since commissioning the total
number carried at any one time to date has been 48 Ship's Company and
38 Trainees, Using all available billets, settees, camp beds and
| stretchers thls number still caused extreme congestion and discomfort
| more particularly in bad weather,

L 4, It 1s further submitted that, to relieve the situation, the
| first batch of Trainees could be embarked on the 9th March and remain
i on board over Inter=Service Sports Week. The ship could still get in

as much sea time as is allowed,
éc’/g&_@z—d

| | . Lieutenant Commander
| in Command,
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