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P38/61 H.M.A.S. Fremantle,
At Adelaide.

The Naval Officer-in-charge,
West Australian Ares,

FREMANRTLE _W.4.
( Copy to: Naval Officer-in-charge, South Australia.)

S ROCEEDINGS

3*!‘.

I have the honour to submit the Report of Proceedings for
Her Majesty's Australian Ship under my command for the month of

January, 1959.

2. From the 1st until the 11th January, 1959, "Fremantle"
continued 98 days availability for leave and refit and remained
at 48 hours notice for steam. On Monday 12 January notice for
steam was reduced to 4 hours and normal ship routine resumed upon

the return of the second leave party. By this date, with the
exception of items which were deferred, the refit was 100% complete

excluding trials.

S Credit must be given to the efforts of Lieutenant
T.D. DICKS (ME) (8D) R.A.N., whose energy and attention to detail
contributed a great deal to the successful completion of a satis~

factory refit.

e Fumigation was carried out on Saturday 3 January and an
inspection of the ship on opening up revealed very little evid-

ence of cockroach infestation.

5. Until the 7th January, the ship had lain alongside at
No. 10 A berth North Fremantle. At 1230 with the assistance of
"Leeuwin's" workboat, "Fremantle" turned around in order to test
port side derrickes and davits and at 1615 shifted berth under her
own power to secure starboard side at No. 2 berth North Fremantle.

6. Midshipman C.J. LITTLETON R.A.N., joined from "Leeuwin"
on Sunday 11 Januarye. |

1o The port sweep wire was landed on deposit on Monday 12
Jenuary and in its place 150 fathoms of ESFSWR (4") was embarked

for use as a towing wire.

8. With the Base “ngineer Officer and manager of the Cliv~-
ilien Engineering Contractors embarked, "Fremantle" sailed for sea
trials in Gage Roasds at 0900 on Wednesday 14 January. The only ©
defect found wes an overheating of the starboard Plummer Block
which was remedied after berthing, starboard side at No. 5 berth

North Fremantle at 1400.
9. Captain HEAD, Deputy Pirector of Navigation for Vest
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~_ istralia wes embarked prior to sailing at 0900 on Thursdsy 15
vanuary. Once clear of the entrance Captain Heat carried out a

compass swing and on completion at 1030 the ship returned to
Fremantle Harbour where he was disembarked by workboat. "Freman-
tle" then proceeded to Gage RoadgWhere the starboard Oropesa
Sweep was streamed and recovered, after which Ship returned to
harbour arriving at 1500 and secured port side at No. 9 berth,

North Fremantle.

10. "Fremantle" sailed from No. 9 berth North Fremantle at
0915 on Friday the 16th and proceeded by way of Cockburn Channel

to Woodmans Point Jetty where the ship's outfit of ammunition
was embarked in time to sail for Fremantle at 1130. After anch-

oring for 50 minutes in Gage Roads, the ship proceeded into
harboar at 1350 and secured starboard side at Ko. 5 berth North

Fremantle, at 1415.

11. Eleven R.A.N.R. ratings joined from "Leeuwin" on Sunday
18 January for 13 days A.C.T.

12, "Fremantle" reméained aslongside at No. 5 berth North
Fremantle until Wednesday 21 January. During this period storing
was completed in preparation for the voyage to Port Adelaide.

On Tuesday 20 January, Army Lighter AB1301 was secured to the
wharf astern of the ship and the tow was secured,

13. At 0840 "Fremantle" slipped from No. 5 berth with the
Army lighter in tow at short stay. Once clear of the harbour the
tow was veered to 140 fathoms and course set to clear Rottnest

Island and proceed towards Cape Leeuwin.,

4. Throughout the days of the 21st, 22nd and 23rd while
steaming towards Cape Leeuwin, “"Fremantle" encountered heavy head
seagwhich caused the lighter to pitch heavily and pound into the .
sea. As the speed made good over this period was only 6 knots
and the consumption of oil fuel high it was decided to top up
with ¥.7.0. at Albany for the trip scross the Great Australian
Bight, My signal D.T.6 23%0020% is relevant.

15. Albany was reached st 1300 on Friday 23 January and
after anchoring to put the lighter alongside port side, "Freman-
tle" secured starboard side to the Uld Arm of Deepwater Jetty.

Fuelling was completed st 1600.

16. An inspection of the lighter whilst alongside in Albany
recvealed that the condition along the wind and water line was
very poor. Three feet of water was found to be in the Forward
Compartment and six inches in the Hold. After pumping out, a
close survey revealed two holes of a half an inebh and a guarter
inch diameter and three splits along the wind and water line.

The pounding asction of the seas had flaked off the rust and paint
previously covering the area and had perforated the thin plate

remaining. My signal D.T.6 231090% refers.

17« Temporary repairs were carried out by the ship's staff
using plugs, wedges and quick drying cement until the forward

compartment was once again watertight., Although it was reslised
that the lighter may again be holed on passage it was decided to

continue for Port Adelaide.

18. "Fremantle" slipped from Albany Jjetty at 1900 and after
transferring the tow astern oroceeded out of the harbour to the

south of Breaksea Island. Once clear, course was sel for Neptune

- - ——— . e e e
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fﬂhﬂd light in Investigator Strait,.

S_y
19. From the 24th to the 28th January "Fremaentle" proceeded
to the East with the lighter in tow in the most favourable of
conditions. A long swell from the South-West made towing condit-
ions very good while light winds from the South-South-fast made
smooth seas. Over the period of this ocean passzage & speed made
good of seven and & half knots was registered with revolutions for
ten knots. At 21001K operational control was chopped fo the Naval
Officer-in-charge, South Australia,

20. South Neptune Island light was raised on time, at 1320
on Wednesday 28 January and "Fremantle" proceeded thru Investig-
ator Strait to arrive off Outer Harbour at 0630 on 29 January
1959, Here the Army lighter was transferred to a South Austral-
ian Harbour Board launch to be secured at Outer Harbour, while
"Fremantle" proceeded up river to secure at C.O0.R. wharf, Port
Adelaide, st 0800, On completion of fuelling at 1130 "Fremantle"
shifted berth to No. 2 West, Port Adelaide.

21. At 1200 I ealled on the Naval Officer-in-charge, South
Australia, Acting Commander C.J. COCIRANE, KH.A.N,

22. "Fremantle" remained alongside at Ko, 2 West, Port Adel-
aide for the remainder of the month. At noon on the 30th accom-
panied by Lieutenant Commander J. NICHOLAS of "Coctamundra™, I
called on His Excellency, The Governor of South Australia, alr
Viece Marshall Sir Robert Allingham George K.C.V.0., K.B.E., C.B.,

| M.C., and subsequently remained for luncheon, The ship's Officers
attended & Dinner Dance at the Mount Osmond Golf Club, the same
evening.

235 tleven R.A.N.R. ratings were discharged on the 31st and
returned to Perth by air.

2k, During January the second leave party received their
gsecond Salk anti-Polio Vaccine injections snd now about 60% of the
ship's company have received their two injections. The remaining
4,0% comprises ratings recently drafted to the ship and as yet
unable to receive their injections. It is hoped that arrang- ments
will be able to be made when the ship returns to Fremantle.

25. Drafts in during the month have restored the ship to
full Peace-time complement with the exception of the sesmen branch
which is four ratings below complement,

26. During the month the stendard of victualling has been
satisfactory. The morale of the ship's compeny has been excellent
and the health good.

27« Appendices A, B, c; Steaming Figures; Whale Sighting
Report and Occasions of exceeding economical speed are attached.

I have the honour to be
Sir
Your Obedient Servant

Aokt _
(B.D. &umn./

Lieutenant Commander R.A.N.,
ca .
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| Distance steamed during month
| Total distance steamed
Hours under way during month
Total hours under way

Average distance/Ton of fuel

NIL RETURN

APPE o

NIL RETURN

1490.9

105874 .15
200 Hr 10 Min

11635 Hr 16 Min
9.2 M
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The Secretary, 44 4

Navy Office, '
MELBOURNE . ¢ 06508 «Cals

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS =~ H.M.A.S. "FREMAN TLE"
FEBRUARY 1959,

Submitted for the information of the
- Naval Board is the Report of Proceedings for H.M.A.S.
FREMANTLE for the month of February, 1959.

NAVAL FICER IN CHARGE

AUS TRALTAN AREA

%
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F.38/96 H.M.A.S."FREMANTLE,"
| At Fremantle,
6 HEI‘#h, 1959-

The Naval Officer-in-Charge,
West Australian Ares,

ERENANTLE, W.A,
(Copy to the Naval Officer-in-Charge, South Australia.)

REPORT OF PROCEEL

Sir,
1 have the honour to submit the Report of Proceedings

for Her Majesty's Australian Ship under my command for the month
of February, 1959, - -

2. On the 1st.February "Fremantle" was berthed at No.2 West,
Port Adclaide with H.M.A.S."Cootamundra"™ in company.

3 At 1100 IK on the 2nd,February both ships sailed in
company for four day's minesweeping exercises in Investigator
Strait in the vicinity of Marsden Point, Kangareo Island; this
being the subject of a special report vide my letter F.35/60 dated
6th. February, 1959,

4. “Fremantle" anchored in the quarantine anchorage, Outer
Harbour at 0345 IK on Friday 6th.February snd at 0950 IK weighed

and proceeded up river to berth at the C.0.R.%harf at 1105 to fuel.
On completion of fuelling berth was shifted to No.13 West, Port
Adelaide, securing starboerd to at 1310, At 1430 the Nevel Officer-
in-Charge, South Australia, Acting Commander C.J.Cochran, R.A.N.,
returned my call.

5. The Governor of South Australia, Air Vice Marshal 8ir
Robert Allingham George, K.C.V.0,, K.B.E., C.B., M.C., accompanied
by Lady George and his staff arrived at 1730 IK on Saturday, 7th.
February and were entertained onboard, remaining until 1845.

6. With six of my officers I attended a Civic Reception
given by the Mayor, Mr.Whicker, and Council members of Port Adelaide
for the Captain and Ufficers of H.M.A.Ships "Fremantle"™ and
"Cootamundra™ at 1200 on Monday, 9th. February. At 1700 that
afternoon "Fremantle" slipped and proceeded for Port Lincoln.

7e At 1130 IK 10th.February after an uneventful passage
ship secured port side to Kirton Point Jetty, At 1200, with six
officers, 1 attended a Civie Reception given by the Mayor of Port
Lincoln, Percival Puckeridge Beq. followed by a lunch at the Hotel
Boston with Council members snd prominent citizens. The Port
Lincoln Returned Servicemens League held a soecial evening in their
Club Rooms for Officers and Ship's Company during the evening.

8. On Wednesday the Mayor, accompanied by Councillors and
prominent local citizens, was entertained onboard at noon and in the
evening 1 attended the inaugural meeting of the Port Lincoln branch
of the Navy League; the Ship's Company attended a social evening
held by the Ex-Naval Mens Association in the Peturned Servicemens
Clubrooms,
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9. "Fremantle” sailed from Port Lincoln at 1030 on Thursday

12th,.February, 1959 and proceeded by way of the Southern entrance
to Waterhouse Point from where course was set for Albany.

10. A rapidly falling barometer on Thursday afternoon gave
early indication of bad weather and the ship was accordingly
prepared. At 1615 on Friday, 15th.February in the face of a heavy
swell and large seas and winds up to force nine I reduced speed to
eight and a half knots. The wind and seas stayed from ahead to
fine on the port bow and the ship rode it out easily, sustaining

no structural damage.

11. The rough conditions graduslly abated until on Monday
16th. they were back to normal. Cloudy prevented any sights

being obtained on the 15th. and 16th., but a landfall was made

‘on Bald Island as expected by Dead Reckoning shortly before midnight
on Monday. "Fremantle" came to single anchor in the swinging basin
Albany at O430H on Tuesday. At 0800 anchor was weighed and the
ship to berth starboard side to No.1 Berth,

12. "Fremantle" fuelled on Tuesday and because of the day
lost whilst crossing the Great Australian Bight, sailed from Albany
at 0800 on Wednesday, 18th,.,February. Whilst at Albany temporary
repairse were carried out to the brickwork of the Starboard boiler

which had been dislodged during the rough weather. Repairs of a
more permanent nature will be effected in Fremantle. [Enroute to

Bunbury steady steaming trials were carried out.

13. At 0920 on Thursday, 19th. the ship secured port side to
No.1 East side at Bunbury. During the First Watch the surge along-
side the =herf increased and paried both springs. The head and
stern ropes were tripled up and the springs "let go" allowing the
ship to move alongside the wharf, this is the customary method of
berthing at West Australian ports exposed to the swell,

14. "Premantle™ remained alongside at Bunbury till O100H on
Monday, 23rd.february, when she slipped and proceeded via the
passage South of Rottnest Island berthing port side to No.10A
berth, North Fremantle at 0920.

15. For the remainder of the month "Fremantle" lay alongside
at No.10A and took the opportunity to carry out periodical main-
tenance and to effect permanent repaire to the brickwork of the

Starboard boiler.

16. Throughout the month the standard of Victualling has been
satisfactory. The health of the Ship's Company has been good and
their morale is high. All the Ship's Company have had their six
monthly chest x-ray.

17, Appendices A,B and C, Steaming Figures, Whale Sighting
Report and Occasions of Exceeding Economical Speed are attached.,

I have the honour to be,
8ir,

Your obedient servant,

(5gd.) B. . GORDON
LIEUTENANT COMMANDER, R.A.N,
CAPTAIN,
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Distance Steamed during month 1896.5 miles
Total Distance Steamed 106770.55 miles
Hours under way during month 212 hours 23 minutes
Total hours under way 141847 hours 39 minutes
Average distance per ton of fuel 11.5 miles

Nil Whales Sighted.,

18 February, 1959.

(a) 12 Hours.

(p) 10,8 Knots.

(e¢) .82 Tons per hour.
(d) 13.2 Miles per ton.

(e) Steedy Steaming Trials C.N.0.946/55(6)

18/19 February, 1959.

(a) 12 Hours.

(b) 11.2 Enots.

(¢) .84 Tons per hour,

(d) 13.3 Milss per ton.

(e) Steady Steaming Trials C.N.0.946/55(6)
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F.38/139,

He Mo A.S."FREMANTLE",
At Woodmans Point.
8 April, 1959,

The Naval Cfficer~in-Charge,
West Austrelian Area,

FREMANTLE, W,A,

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - MARCH, 1959,

Sir,
I have the honour to submit the Report of Proceedings
for Her Majesty's Australian Ship under my command for the month

- 38 From 1st. to 8th, day of March "Fremantle" lay alongside
at No, 10A Berth North Wharf Fremantle, During this week main-
tenance of machinery and preservation of deck fittings was csarried
cut,

Se On Mondey 9th. March "Fremantle" sailed in sccordance
with previcus classified instructions and returned to harbour on
Friday, 27th, March, The proceedings during the period 9th, =
| 27th, March are the subject of my Special Report F,002/129,
F.002 [1Z8T of 1[4/59 —

L "Fremantle" remained alongside at No.10A North Wharf fee file
Fremantle for the remainder of March, $300 / ,/ 57
Se The Minister for the Navy, Senator J,G.Gorton, accompanied

by the Neval Officer-in-Charge, West Australian Area, Commodore
J.C, Morrow, C,B.E., D¢S.0ey D.S.C., met the Ship's Officers and
walked round the ship on the afterncon of Tuesday, 31st. March,

e During the month the standerd of viectualling has been

satisfactory despite long periods at sea, The health of the
Ship's Company is good and their morale high.

le Appendices A, B and C, Steaming Figures, Whale Sighting
Report and COccasiong of Exceeding Economical Speed are attached.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

(sgd.) B.D.Gordon.

LIEUTENANT COMMANDER, R.A.N.
CAPTAIN,
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PENDIX "A"

(a) Miles steamed during month 3,729.0
(b) Total miles steamed 110,499, 55
(e¢) Hours steamed during month 352 hours 18 minutes
(d) Total hours steamed 12,199 hours 57 minutes
(e) Miles per ton of furnace fuel oil 11,6 miles
APPENDIX " B"
Whale Sighting Report,
Type, Positlon, No. in Croup. Calf Present Directioen Date,
of Travel,
Not known 217 56.0'S, 2 No. Nor+th 12,3+ 586
113" U7, 0E,
APPENDIX "C"
Occasions of Exceedi Economical Speed
9th-- — 11ﬂlu HI 121;11. M H-
a) 42 hours. a) 19 hours,
b) 10,8 knots, b) 10,8 knots,
¢c) «82 tone per hour, ¢) 82 tons per hour,
d) 13,1 miles per ton. d) 13.2 miles per ton,
e) N.0.I.C., W.A.'s 00205/4A/6. e) N.O,I.C., W.A,'s 00205/44/6.
5the = 16th, MARCH, 171;1:. MARCH,
a) 20 hours, 2 hours, 20 minutes,
b) 11,5 knots. b 13 knots,
¢) 1,0 tons per hour. ¢c) 1.1 tons per hour,
d) 11,5 miles per ton, d) 11.8 miles per ton.
e) N.O.I. C., W.A.'s 00205/4A/6. e) N.0,I.C., W.A.'s 00205/L4A/6,

7the = 19th, MARCH, 19th. - 22nd MARCH,

a) 31 hours, 65 hours.

b) 11.4 knots, 11.2 knotse.

¢) «95 tons per hour, ¢96 tons per hour,

d) 117 miles per tone. 11,7 miles per ton,

e) N.0,I.Coy, WeAo's 00205/L4A/6, H;O.I.C.,'W.A.'E 00205/4A/6,
2 ﬁ. - 23rd. MARCH. 24th, - 25th, MARCH,

a hﬂurﬂ. &) 28 hours,

b & knots, b) 10,8 knots,

c tons per hours. C) 95 tons per hour,

d 10.5.m1135 per tone d) 11.4 miles per ton.

e) NoO,I.Ce, WA, "'s 00205/LA/6., e) NoO.I.Coy, WoeA,'s 00205/4A/6.
25th, = 26th, MARCH,

a) 29 hours,

b) 11,6 knots,

c) 99 tons per hour,

d) 11,6 miles per ton,

E H.O‘t I.G. ] W-Al- 'E 00205/’-'-”6'
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P.38/139

H.M.A.85."FREMANTLE , "
At VYoodmans Point.
8 ﬁprl.l ] 1959-

The Neval Officer-in-Charge,
West Australian Area,

EREMANTLE, WoAo

8ir,
1 have the honour to submit the Report of Proceedings

for Her Majesty's Australian Ship under my command for the month
of March, 1959.

2¢ From 18t. to 8th. day of March "Fremantle" lay slongside
at No. 10A Berth North Wharf Fremsntle. During this week main-
tenance of machinery and preservetion of deck fittings was carried
out.

3e On Monday 9th. Marech "Fremantle" sailed in accordance
with previous e¢lassified instructions and returned to harbour on
Priday, 27th. March. The proceedings during the period 9th. -
27th. March are the subject of my Special Report F.002/129.

be "Fremantle” renained alongside at No.10A North Wharf
Fremantle for the remainder of March.

5e The Minister for the lavy, Senator J.G.Gorton, sccompanied
by the Naval Officer-in-Charge, West Australian Area, Commodore
J.C.Morrow, C.B.B., D.8.0., D.6.C., met the Ship's Officers and
walked round the ship on the afternoon of Tuesday, 31st. March.

6. During the month the standard of victualling has been
satisfactory despite long periods at sea. +he health of the

Ship's Company is good and their morale high.

Te Appendices A, B and C, Steaming Figures, Wheale Sighting
Report and Occasions of Axceeding Sconomical Speed ere attached.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

(Sgd.) B. D. GORDON
LIEUTENANT COMMANDER, R.A.N.
CAPTALIN,
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APPENDIX TAT
(a) Miles steamed during month
(b) Total miles steamed
(e) Hours steamed during month

(d) T tal hours steamed

(e) Miles per ton of furnace fuel oil

3,729.0

110,499.55
352 hours 18 minutes
12,199 hours 57 minutes

11.6 miles

APPENDIX “B"

Ghale Sighting Report.

Type. Poaition.

No. in Groupe. Calf Present Direction Date.

Tttt
21° 56.0's. 2
113° 47.0'8.

Not Known

ko North 12.3.58

Joec

’t.- - 11‘.1
(l) u hours.
(b) 10.8 knots.

(e¢) .82 tons per hour.

(d) 13.1 miles per ton.

(e) N.0.I.C., W.A.'s 00205/4A/6

= 0 ! B
m_ L

15¢h. - 16th. MARCH,

(.J 20 hours.

(‘) 11«5 knots.

(e) 1.0 tons per hour.

(d) 11.5 miles per ton.

(e) N.0.1.C., W.A."'s 00205/4A/6.

17th- - 19“1. n-

(I) 31 hours.

(b) 11.4 knots.

(e) .95 tons per hour.

(d) 11.7 miles per ton.

(e) N.O.I1.C., W.A."8 00205/4A/6.

EZIII- - 231"- m-

(I) ]h hours.

(b) 11.6 knots,

(e) 1.1 tons per hour.

(d) 10.5 miles per ton.

(e) N.O.I.C., W.A."8s 00205/LA/6.

25th. = 26th. MARCH,

(a) 29 hours.

(h) 11.6 xnots.

(e) «99 tons per hour.

(d) 11.6 miles per ton.

(e) N.0.1.C., W.A.'s 00205/44/6.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

I
¥ AT ED § - ¥ -
- S S S N il -

12th. MARCH

(a) 19 hours.

(b) 10.8 knots.

(¢) «82 tons per hour.

(d) 13.2 miles per ton.

(0) N.0.1.C., W.A.'s 00205/L4A/6

17th. MARCH.

(a) 2 hours, 20 ménutes,

(b) 13 knots.

(e) 1.1 tons per hour.

(d) 11.8 miles per ton.

(e) N.O.I.C., W.A."'s 00205/4A/6.

19th. - 22nd. MARCH.

(a) 65 hours.

(b) 11.2 knots.

(e¢) «96 tons per hour.

(d) 11.7 miles per tonm.

(.) N.0.1.Cs, Wi‘--.. 00205/W6.

ath- - 25thl MARCH.

(a) 28 hours.

(b) 10.8 knots.

(e) «95 tons per hour.

(d) 11.4 miles per ton.

(e) N.0.1.C., W.A."s 00205/4A/6.
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Office of the Naval Officer-in-Charge,
Pa0e Box 58,
FREMANTIE- ‘RN N -mf..pi.

1 8 MAY 1959
,

Ihe Secretary,

Department of the Navy,
Navy Office, 81 -
MELBOURNE.: sso0e003eCale '

HiMASe "FREMANTLE" - REPORT OF
PROCEEDINGS =~ APRIL, 1959

Submitted for the information of the
Naval Board is the Report of Proceedings for H.M.A.S.
FREMANTLE for the month of April, 1959.

| Comm
NAVAL O

WEST

ICER IN CHARGE
JS TRALIAN AREA

(9"‘-(2%#.

&l
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F.38/160
H.M.A.S."FREMANTLE,"

At Sea.
8 May, 1959.

The Naval Officer-in-Charge,
Wesgt Australian Ares,

oir,
I have the honour to submit the Report of Proceedings

for Her Majesty's Australisn Ship under my command for the month
of April, 1959.

2e At 0930H on Wednesday, 1st. April "Fremantle" shifted berth
from No.10A Wharf to the eastern end of No.10 Wharf North Fremantle.
Power was provided by one Fremantle Harbour Trust Tug and one "Leeuwin"
work boat,

3. "premantle"” remained alongeside No.10 until Monday, 6th.April,
and during the forenoon 77 tons of furnace fuek oil were embarked.

At 1045 "Fremantle" slipped and proceeded to Weodmans Point Jetty via
Cockburn channel securing alongside at 1200, whilst during the after-

noon ammunition for dumping was embarked.

4. "fpemantle" sailed for the dumping ground at 0735H on Tuesday
Tth.April. However, at 0830H while proceeding between Cockburn channel
and South Psssage "Fremantle" wse instructed to proceedito a position

to the North Bast of Rottnest Island and take in tow the S5.D.B. from
"Leeuwin! Arriving at the rendezvous at 0855 it was found that the

tug "Lady Mitehell" already had the S.D.B. and workboat in tow, but
acting on the personal instructions of the Naval Officer-in-Charge,
West Austrslian Area, "Fremantle" toock over the task, arrested the
person responsible for the theft of the 5.D.B. and towed both the

S.D.B. and workboat back to Fremantle, securing starboard side to No.1
Wharf North Fremantle at 1100. The 8.D.B. was handed over to "Leeuwin"

personnel and the offender to the civil police.

5e As the time factor precluded dumping that day the ship slipped
at 1230 and proceeded again to Woodmans Point Jetiy securing alongside
at 1330.

6. Daily smmunition dumping runs were made until Friday, 10th.

April, the schedule hztlg 0730 slip and proceed, 1130 dumping imn 300
fathome 329 03'8. 115 08'E., 1430 secure alongside Weodmans Foint
Jetty and commence loading, 1530 complete loading.

Ts Whilst at Woodmans Point Jetiy ship's staff renewed the fresh
water line enabling water from shore mains to be supplied whilst
alongside.

8. "Fremantle" sailed at 0900 on Friday, 10th.April and on

¢ mpletion of dumping at 1245 proceeded for Geraldtom, arriving at
0900 on Ssturday the 11th. and securing port side to No.3 Wharf.

The Harbourmaster, Captain Hartley, and the Sub Collector of Customs,

Mr. Lovell, called on completion of berthing.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1074275
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9. After an enjoyeble weekend "Fremantle" slipped at 09500 on
Monday 13th. and proceeded for Woodmans Point. Gunnery firings were
exercised enroute and ship secured at Woodmans Point Jetty at 0830 on
Tuesday, 14th.April. lMore ammunition for dumping was loaded during
the forenoon.

10. Daily damping was continued until Friday 17th. The dumping
programme having been completed "Fremantle" returned to Fremantle
Harbour and secured starboard side to No.10A Wharf.

11. One hundred and thirty six tons of ammunition were dumped
by "Fremsntle" in six trips. This total comprised 46 "A" mines, 43
tons of 4", the remainder being LOMM, 2 pounder, 30 smoke floats and
three boxes of detonators.

12. During the two weeks of dumping one Fetty Officer and twelve
reserve ratings carried out 13 days A.C.T. The fact that their numbers
were more widely split among the branches greatly facilitated the
training and rendered the instruction more effective.

13. On Wednesday, 15th.April while securing port side to Woodmans
Point Jetty the port cable parted at the swivel piese and the anchor
dropped to the bottom alongside in 28 feet of water. The following
day Mr. Harold Roberts of the Underwater Explorers Club secured a wire
to the snchor which was duly recovered. My report 38/159 dated ist.
May, 1959 and form A.S5.541 separately deal with this subject.

14, From the 18th. - 30th.April the ship remained alongside at
No.10A berth, During the two clear working weeks Engine Room and
Upper deck maintenance were carried out and preparations were made for
the passage wsﬂmym subsequent de-commissioning of "Fremantle."

15. A visit to the hhip on Tuesday, 28th.April by the Mobile
Blood Transfusion Service yielded 26 pints of blood for the West
Australian Red Cross from donors from the ship.

16, The health of the Ship's “Yompsny has been good during the
month whilst the standard of viectuaslling has been satisfactory and
the morale of the Ship's Company high.

17 On the social side a dance held by the Ship's Company in the

Ex Petty Officer's Mess at H.M.A.S."Leeuwin" on Friday, 24th.April was
a great success and enjoyed by all the relatives and friends who

attended.

18, Appendices A, B, C, Steaming Figures, Whale Sighting Report
and Occasions of Exceeding Economiesl Speed are attached.

I have the honour to be,
8ir,

Your obedient servant,

(Sad.) B. D. GORDON
LIEUTENANT COMMANDER, R.A.N.
CAPTAIN,
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APPENDIX "A".

(a) Miles steamed during month 860.3
(b) Total miles steamed 111,359.85
(e¢) Hours steamed during month 86 houre 42 minutes
(d) Tosal hours steamed 12,286 hours 39 minutes
(e) Miles per ton of Furmace Fuel oil 11.3 miles.
APPENDIX "BY,
= G ™
Lype Position No. in Group Calf Present Direction Date
of Travel
Humpbsack 32° 05,0'S, One No North 10.4.59

115° 08.0'E.

NI1L RETURN.
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Royal Australian Naby.

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

H.M.A.S5.FREMANTLE,
At Dydney.
8 June, 1959.

The Flag Officer-in-Charge,
Bast Australian Aresa,
Naval Headquarters,

POTTS POINT, SYDNEY.

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS = MAY, 1959.

(Copy to the Naval Officer-in-Charge, West Australian Area.)

oir,
I have the honour to submit the Report of Proceedings

of Her Majesty's Australian Ship under my command for the month

2 1st. May "Fremantle" shifted berth from No.10A North
Fremantle to No.10 East and fuelled to 95% capacity.

L "Fremantle" departed from Fremantle(Town) at 0930 on

sunday, 3 May and set course for Albany. A large crowd of

relatives and friends farewelled the ship and the "Paying Off"

pennant was streamed.leaving harbour. —

4. After an uneventful passage the ship reached Albany at
1715 on 4 May and secured alongside No.1 wharf to embark fuel.
On completion "Fremantle" sailed for Melbourne direct at 2045.

e The presence of a high pressure ridge in the Great
Australian Bight produced favourable winds and calm following
seas thus enabling estimated speed to be maintained on passage.

6. The Rip was negotiated on a flood tide at 2230, 9 May,
1959 .and "Fremantle" secured to Outer West Wing Station Pier at

0900 Sunday, 10 May.

1o At 0830 Monday, 11 May "Fremantle"™ shifted berth from
Outer West Wing Station Pier to Williamstown to fuel berthing on
the Oil Fuel Lighter at Inner West Gellibrand Pier at 0850,
After fuelling "Frementle" proceeded for Jervis Bay at 1330,
negotiating Port Phillip Heads at 1600. I called on the Naval
Officer-in-Charge, Victoria, Acting Captain G.L.Fowle, D.S.C.,
R.A.N., at 0930 on Monday 11 May, 1959.

8. At 1130 Wednesday, 13 May "Fremantle" anchored off
Captains Point and I made an informal call on the Resident Naval
Officer Jervis Bay, Captain J.M.Ramsay, D.S.C., R.A.N.

Opportunity was taken to touch up the ship's side and prepare for
de~ammunitioning. At 2000 weighed and proceeded for Sydney
adjusting speed to arrive at the entrance at 0800 Thursday, 14 May.

9. "Fremantle" rounded Bradleys Head at 0845 and secured to o
No.1 buoy Port Jackson at 0900. After de-ammunitioning berth was

shifted to alongside H.M.A.S."Cootamundra" at North East Cruiser
Wharf, Garden Island. -
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10. Ship reverted to 48 hours notice for steam at 0800 on
Friday, 15 May and all hands remaining after the despatch of the
Bastern States leave party were employed in de-storing. At
1000 I called on Rear Admiral D.H.Harries, C.B.E., Flag Officer-
in-Charge, East Australian Area. |

11, For the remainder of the month de-storing and "Paying
Off" of "Fremantle" continued. Preparation for commissioning
of "Diamantina" was progressed and the storing by base staff
begun.

12. Thirteen Recruit Seamen were drafted in on Saturday,
23 May to complete part 3 training.

13, The morale of the Ship's Company is excellent and their
[haalth satisfactory. The standard of victualling during the
month has been good.

14, Appendices A, B, C, Steaming Figures, Whale Sighting
Report and Occasions of Exceesding Economical Speed are attached.

I have the honour to be,
oir,

Your obedient servant,

LIEUTENANT COMMANDER, R.A.N.
CAPTAIN,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1074275



APPENDIX “A"

Steaming Figures.

(a) Miles steamed during the month 2294.3
(b) Total miles steamed 113,654.0
(¢) Hours steamed during the month 222 hours 10 minutes.
(d) Total hours steamed 12,508 hours 49 minutes.
(e) Miles per ton of furnace fuel oil 1459

APPENDIX “B"

Whale Sighting Report.

NIL RETURN,

o rm—— e e T @ o
——

APPENDIX "C"

Occasions of Exceeding Hconomical Speed.

NIL RETURN,.
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Royal C@\uﬁiralian@gﬁg_, ]\/ / { é) RS

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

no.. e 38/208

H,M.A.S.FREMANTLE ,
At Sydney.
/ 22 June, 1959.

The Flag Officer-in-Charge,
East Australian Ares,

Naval Hesdquarters,

POTTS POINT, SYDNEY,

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - 1st. TO 22nd. JUNE, 1959.

(Copy to the Naval Officer-in-Charge, West Australian Area)

oir,

1 have the honour to submit the Report of Proceedings
of Her Majesty's Australian Ship under my command for the period
18t.~ 22nd. June, 1959.

2e From the 1s8t.- 22nd. June de-storing and "Paying Off"

of FREMANTLE continued whilst the preparation and painting of
DIAMANTINA prior to commissioning was well advanced. The Hastern
States long leave personnel returned on the 8th. June having had
mid-winter leave.

Se Sub Lieutenant L.Z.TMarey, R.A.N. and Acting Sub Lisutsmant
C.J.Littleton, R.A.N. attended the 12th. R.A.N.Officer's Divisional
Course at Flinders Naval Depot from ist.- 15th. June. The T.A.S.
Officer designate of DIAMANTINA, Acting Sub Lieutenant C.H.S.
Thomason, R.A.N. and the Ship's T.A.S.Team underwent a type 144
Asdic Set familisrization course at WATSON from the 8th.- 12th.
June, whilst Acting Sub Lieutenant T.W.Jones, R.A.ll. and three
ratings from the Ship commenced & three week C.A.B.A.Course at

~ RUSHCUTTER. On the 18th. June Acting Sub Lieutenant C.J.Littleton,
R.A.N, completed instruction in Armament Stores Accounting in
accordance with C.N.0.444/59.

Lo FREMANTLE paid off into Reserve on lMonday, 22nd. June, 1959,
all officers and men transferring to DIAMANTINA with the exception

of Engineerdng)Lieutenant (8D) (ME) E.Seddon, R.A.N. who left to take
up an appointment as a Refit Assistant to General Manager, Garden
Island Dockyard.

5e The morale of the Ship's Company has been excellent and
their heglth satisfactory. The standard of victualling has been
very good.

6. Attached as Appendix A are the final Steaming Figures of
this commission.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

LIEUTENANT co§ggmﬂﬁﬁj R.A.N.
CAPTAIN,
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APPENDIX “A"

Distance steamed during Commission from 10 December 1952

113,654.0 Miles

Total number of hours steamed during Commission

12,508 Hours 49 Minutes

Total miles steamed since ship originally commissioned 24 March,1943

170,812.0 Miles

Total number of hours steamed since ship originally commissioned

19,612 Hours.
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